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Not all the words and expressions in Understanding and
Speaking Br. and Amer. English Metaphorically: A Book, are
inappropriate or vulgar; however, many are. The words about which one
must be careful, are highlighted. The words Which are Bolded should be
used with Care. Blue is for those words with which one must exercise
extreme caution. Red is for those words which, because they are
considered vulgar and/or insulting, should only be used in extremely
limited situations. Those words or expressions which are only
highlighted are not as strong. They are merely a part of English which
could be called informal or idiomatic.

English which is not standard

or Formal must be used very carefully As it tends to carry a lot of
cultural Baggage.

Also included in Understanding and Speaking Br.

and Amer. English Metaphorically: A Book are standard Expressions
which have idiomatic and/or Slang synonyms.
not all The English included in Understanding and Speaking Br. and
Amer. English Metaphorically: A Book is American English. standard,
informal and slang Expressions from the United kingdom, Australia and
new Zealand are also an important part. Not all Expressions in English
are in English; many are in French, Italian, Latin, German and Spanish.
These expressions are very important components of English. as a
results these expressions have been included.

Although many of the words and expressions contained in
Understanding and Speaking Br. and Amer. English Metaphorically:
A Book, are rarely, if ever, taught in the classroom, they are important.
They are used in everyday conversation, in movies, plays, books,
magazines and songs. They are one of the primary reasons that one can
study English for years without ever internalizing it. in other words,
English remains an academic subject and therefore never becomes a
natural and fluent means of communication.

Who is this book for?
Frankly, this book is not for everyone. It was not written with the
ESL or EFL learner in mind. It was created for those professionals who
use English as a means rather than as an end, such as advertisers,
writers or composers. Special attention has been paid to those words
used by persons who are interested in hip-hop and their rhymes. In
other words, Potpourri of Understanding and Speaking Br. and Amer.
English Metaphorically: A Book is for anyone, native speaker or nonnative speaker who manipulates languages.
In a nut shell, Understanding and Speaking Br. and Amer.
English Metaphorically: A Book was compiled for those persons who
need to have at their finger tips words which astound, astonish, amaze,
disconcert, dazzle, electrify, floor or take one’s breath away.

Part One:
The Introduction
Understanding and Speaking Br. and Amer. English
Metaphorically: A Book contains a lot of different types of expressions
in English. These expressions can be put into three general categories:
Category I. Just because you are a native speaker of English that
does not mean that you have a leg up. The clichés are true. "Words do
make the man." "Bad English isn't either sexy or strong." It is sad but a
truth that you can not run away from. The minute that you open your
mouth, you are being judged. The way that you express yourself DOES
determine how people treat you. We now live in a world where it is
becoming quite normal for native and non-speaker of English to compete,
in English, in the social, political, economic, and cultural arena. It is
not unusual that someone who speaks, as a mother-tongue, Swedish,
German, Spanish, French, Chinese, Korean, or Japanese is able to
communicate in English better than a native-speaker.
Just because you grow up in an English speaking society, it does
not mean that you have a strong command of the language. Ask anyone
who is a word smith if his or her native language is a piece of cake just
because it is his or her language. Ask any successful rapper, one whose
native language is English, how easy it is to put words together. The

words may APPEAR to slip off his or her tongue as if the words come
naturally. They don't. Ask any poet, composer or author if his or her
native langue is a snap or duck’s soup.
One of the most difficult part of English is its vocabulary, itself.
English is unique in that it comes from a variety of sources. The good
news is that, once mastered, English is a language where nuances can
be expressed with words that are the synonyms of each other. It may
appear to be that "to dismiss" and "to fire" mean the same thing. They do
not. It is different calling a person "skinny" or “a bag of bones” than to
call him or her "thin" or "slender." It is not the same being called
"dumb," "stupid," "dopey," as being called "unintelligent" or “mentally
challenged.” The trick is mastering all these different shades of meaning,
correctly.
A fluent, educated native speaker who has successfully mastered
English, has, in a sense, mastered two different languages --- one which
is spoken by the majority of the population, no matter one’s social,
cultural, economic or educational background. The other is the form of
the language which is spoken by those who have had the opportunity of
a good education.
The language which is spoken by everyone is the Germanic aspect
of English. English is a Germanic language. Not only because of its
structure but also because of the vocabulary. It is true that the majority
of words in English are from the Latin rather than the Germanic area of
English. However that fact means very little, if anything, to the average
English-speaker. Did you know that the overwhelming majority,
more than 70% , of the most frequently used words, are Germanic
rather than Latin-based? With the exception of a maybe a handful of
verbs, most of the oldest verbs, including and especially the irregular

verbs, are Germanic. The overwhelming majority of the names of some of
the most basic and fundamental areas of life, such as different parts of
the body, family members, basic utensils or food are Germanic.
The Germanic aspect of English has its particular role. This is the
English that one uses if one’s goal is to speak directly, simply or clearly.
However it is also a verbal cue of a person of limited education. The
dominant use of the Germanic aspect of English is also a social signal of
one’s social-economic class. The reality is simple. Especially in a more
formal or academic situation, an educated English-speaker will rigidly
control the Germanic part of his or her vocabulary and to use much
more freely the Greek, Latin and French aspects of the language.
To learn the type of English which is considered academic,
sophisticated, stylistic and formal, a native speaker of English must
consciously learn the Greek, Latin and French aspects of English. And it
is not easy. Ask any school age child who has had to memorize lists and
lists of words from the first to the last year of high school.
Except for the most basic content words, almost every Germanic
based word has a Latin- based synonyms. And except in the most casual
conversation, those synonyms are expected to be spoken and written.
Any native speaker who expects to be taken seriously in the intellectual,
academic or governmental arena, MUST rely heavily on those words
which are considered highly selective. Most, if not all of these type words
are Greek, Latin and French imports. Some, if not most, of these words
have been assimilated into English. Also, many words and expressions
in this area have classical and literary references. Unless one comes
from a highly literate environment, these words are, at best, obscure.
Do you know the meaning of ALL the following words:

to be an abattoir
to be an abatvoix
to be an abbey-lubber
to be an Abd (in Arabic)
to be an abecedarian
to be an abbozzo
to be an abecedism
to be an abishag
to be an accidence
to be an accolent
to be anceldama
to be an Achilles heel
to be an albatross
to be an alb
to be an Albert
To distinguish these type of expression from others in the book,
they will not be bolded but only put in italics.

Although the above words, and words like them, may be
unfamiliar, they are English. Not knowing them not only means that a
significant and extremely important part of the English is out reach.
These words, many of them being collegiate or academic, are what
students are taught and forced to memorized in primary, secondary and
high school. The standardized tests which students are obligated to take
to enter into advanced classes, to pass from one grade to the other and to
graduate from primary, secondary and high school are full of words from
this area of English. The SAT, ACT and GRE test one’s knowledge of
those words whose origin is ancient Greek and Latin, from medieval
French, and modern French and German. Anyone in the field of law,

medicine, pharmacology, mathematics or science must be as conversant
in these areas of English as they are in everyday English. In the
aforementioned fields, the overwhelming majority of the vocabulary are of
Latin, Greek and French origin. However, not only doctors, scientists
and lawyers must be well-versed in these areas of English, the fact is
that anyone in a position of power, prestige or responsibility is expected
to know how to express him or herself at a certain level.
Another signal of an educated English speaker is his or her ability
to understand and use foreign words which have been adopted but not
assimilated into the language. French is the language which has been
raided the most:
à gauche
à droit
au fond
c'est la vie
coup d'etat
coup de grâce
carte blanche
déjà vu
départment
de rigueur
voilà
voir dire
Another language which can be found readily in English is Latin:
ad hoc
advocatus diaboli
ad vivum
alma mater
anno Domini (A.D.)

antebellum
bona fide
carp diem
caveat
Corpus Christi
status quo
Other languages which have been borrowed from without being
assimilated are Italian, modern German and Spanish:
Spanish
barrio
tortilla
chili con carne
Anglo
Italian
andiamo
maestoso
maestro
masestri
Mafioso
mezzo
mezzo relievo
German
Aufkiärung
auf Wiedersehen
wunderkind
Gesamtkunstwer
gesellschaft

gesundheit
schadenfreude
Did you know that English has words which have accents or other type
of diacritics? Do you understand the following:
à bas
agréments
attaché
résumé
façade
niños
âme damnée
bête noire
café
Señora
como sí, como ça

Although all of the above words can be found in any good English
language dictionary that does not mean that they are easily learnt. They
are not. Why? For one, foreign unassimilated words are rarely, if ever,
taught. They are picked up or acquired, depending on one’s
socioeconomic class and/or one’s exposure to the world. It is generally
through conversations in the home, and, by extension, through the
books, magazines, journals, newspapers and the like that an Englishspeaking child learns to both decode and internalize this particular
aspect of their language. Of course, the child who does not have such an
opportunity is at distinct disadvantage. To put it succinctly, the more
educated and/or wealthy one’s world, the more opportunity one has to
consider the upper levels of English a natural part of the language.

Understanding and Speaking Br. and Amer. English
Metaphorically: A Book looks at the academic or collegiate part of
English extensively.

Category II. Not all the words and expressions in this area are
inappropriate or vulgar; however, many are. The words about which one
must be careful, are highlighted. Blue is for those words and
expressions with which one must exercise extreme caution. They should
be used only by persons who know how, when and under what
circumstance such words can be used effectively and with the
consequence that one expects. Most words categorized as slang would
fall into this area of English. Red is for those words and expressions
which, because they are considered vulgar and/or insulting, should
only be used in extremely limited situations. English also contains a
number of intriguing idiomatic and metaphoric expressions which,
although are not exactly slang or vulgar, do fall somewhat outside the
realm of standard English. Their use can be confusing because these
expressions are, for lack of a better word, complicated. These
expressions sometimes, if not always, carry quite a bit of cultural
baggage. These expressions have been placed in bold italics.

Unlike

Standard English which tends to be culturally neutral, this area of the
language is anything but and, therefore, must be used with care.
Utilized incorrectly, the expressions which have been bolded could easily
offend or insult.
Those idiomatic expressions which fall between the cracks are one
of the reasons why, after years of study, English has remained for many,
if not the majority of non-native communicators, only comprehensible at
the most superficial level and, therefore, never internalized. The fact is

that most English-speakers in casual conversation do not speak in
standard English. They communicate much more idiomatically. It is in
this area of English that a large number of jokes, puns and doubleentendres are made. If you do not understand songs, hip-hop, movies,
television and radio program, magazine articles, books as well as many
book and movie titles, it is this area of the language which you have to
thank.
Cockney rhyming slang from both the United Kingdom and
Australia, although generally considered slang, is not always vulgar or
offensive. However, just like all the different type of English in this area,
they must be used very carefully.
Just like interest in those expressions in the upper levels of
English is not limited to only non-native speakers, so is the case for
those at the bottom half of English. As have been already noted,
cockney rhyming slang from both United Kingdom and Australia have
been included. Most speakers of American English can not make ‘head
or tail’ (understand) of this particular type of English. It may as well be a
foreign language since for most non-British or non-Australian Englishspeakers Cockney IS a foreign language. The following are a few
examples:
(to be an) Adam and ants
(to be an) Adam and ants
to be an after eight
to be an (Sir) Anthony Blunt
to be a baa lamb
to be a babbling brook
to be a baby giraffe

Category III. The English that fits into this category is enormous.
It is the English which is taught in ESL classes which makes sense since
it is the English in which most English-speakers communicate in a
normal or somewhat formal situation. It is the English which strangers
or acquaintances use with each other. This is the English of the
classroom. This is the English which forms the core of the language.
Although the English in this area is more Germanic than anything else,
there are thousands upon thousand of assimilated Latin and French
words. Many of the words in this area of the language are categorized
fundamental or base words; most of these core words have no
synonyms.
Standard English is the version of English that all speakers
understand, and, generally, speak; however, even in this area of English,
there are twists and turns, especially for the non-native speaker. The
twist is NOT that only that many of the words in this category have
multiple meanings. Many languages contain such words. The twist is
that standard English contain many words which have more than one
function. In Spanish, for example, the word 'mesa' (table) can not be
made into a verb, adverb or adjective. The word, 'mesa' in Spanish has
many definitions but only ONE function, that of a noun. There are such
words in English. The word 'nation' is an example. It can only function
as a noun. To be made into another part of speech, a suffix must be
attached: 'ize' transforms the word into a verb (to nationalize), 'al' to an
adjective (national), and 'ly' to an adverb (nationally).
However, as mentioned previously, English also contains many
words which need neither a suffix nor prefix to be another part of speech.
The word 'table' not only has several different meanings, as it does in
Spanish, but also, unlike in Spanish, its function in the sentence is not
fixed. Depending on the context, table can be a noun, (Lay your cards

on the table and tell me what you want.), a verb, (I want to table the
motion.), and an adjective, (These table grapes are delicious.) Did you
know that the word ‘bear’ is not only the name of an animal? It is also
an important verb that has nothing to do with animals. which is used in
a number of important standard expressions. The verb ‘to blow’ as well
as ‘to ball’ is, depending on the context, standard, idiomatic as well as
vulgar.
In English, there are no hard and fast rules that determine which
words have only one part of speech versus those which have many.
However, one thing is clear. Many, very many, of the most common
words in English have more than one function.
There is also a turn. Most of the words which have many
functions (different parts of speech) must also be interpreted both
literally and figuratively (metaphorically). This particular aspect of
English is rarely, if ever, taught. It is for this, if for no other reason, that
one can study English for years and never learn it. The reality is that the
English which is actually spoken and understood in the world is a
mixture of both the literal and figurative meaning of words.
Do you understand what the word 'hand' means in each of the
following expression? One hint, none of the meanings is literal: to
wash one's hand, to live from hand to mouth, to have one's hand
full, to be out of hand.
The above demonstrates how important it is to understand
language metaphorically. The fact is that at times the literal meaning of
a word or expression is not only wrong but nonsensical. How can one
understand, literally, the following expressions:

Walls have ears.
He is always waltzing through the problem.
He peppered his speech with unacceptable expressions.
She is a snake in the grass.
He is more a pussycat than a tiger.
He can not do anything on his own; he is always getting a leg up.
Stop trying to skirt the issue.
He is as red as an apple.
The day after Thanksgiving is called black Friday.
After the accident, I was black and blue.
Although he’s the dark horse, I am going to support him.
Yes, I must admit that that is a horse of another color.
I would never want to be judged in a kangaroo court.
You are not always going to be able to live high on the hog.
I never wear my heart on my sleeve but I do frequently put my
foot in my mouth.

Do you understand the meaning of the following words?
anger boils
time flies
the enemy caved
the color screams
white with fright
green with envy
wall has ears

What is it to be red-blooded versus to be a blue-blood?
If you’re green does that mean that you’re not yellow or red?

Except for the words which are considered core, the overwhelming
majority of words in this area of English do have synonyms. The
problem is that many times the synonyms are of different registers. Did
you know that many of the most standard words in English have
idiomatic and slang synonyms? Would you recognize them? Do you
know the idiomatic and/or slang synonyms of the follow words:
to be an abrupt answer
to be an act
to be an actor
to be an addict
to be an advertisement
to be an alcoholic
to be an alien
to be an ally

In Understanding and Speaking Br. and Amer. English
Metaphorically: A Book standard words and their idiomatic and slang
versions will be presented.
Because of the peculiarity and quirkiness of standard English, a
large percentage of puns, catch all phrases, riddles, puns, jokes and
double-entendres are drawn from this area of English. Can you answer
the following questions?
Have you ever had a slip of the tongue?
If you are considered a breath of fresh air, is that good or bad?
Is it true that most people have to live from hand to mouth?
Have you ever jump the broom or to tie the knot?
Why did he turn over a new leaf once he got out of prison?
Are you a baby-boomer?

Can you answer the following questions if you only understand the
literal meaning of the words in bold.
Have you ever dogged anyone?
If I say that you don't have a heart, does that mean that you're
dead?
If you don't have a leg to stand on, what are you standing on?
Who is catty and what is it to have a cat fight?

Frankly, Understanding and Speaking Br. and Amer. English
Metaphorically: A Book is not for everyone. It was not written with the
ESL or EFL learner in mind. It was created for those professionals who
use English as a means rather than as an end, such as advertisers,
writers or composers. Understanding and Speaking Br. and Amer.
English Metaphorically: A Book was written with the person who uses
languages to construct an image or produce a particular feeling. Used
correctly, words can do what no photographs or drawings can. It can
help a listener or reader to see in their mind’s eye a reality that no
camera or paint brush can capture. Understanding and Speaking Br.
and Amer. English Metaphorically: A Book was compiled for those
persons who need to have at their finger tips words which not only
describe, distinguish, smooth, soothe and comfort but which also
astound, astonish, amaze, disconcert, dazzle, electrify, floor or take one’s
breath away.

Understanding and Speaking Br. and Amer. English Metaphorically:
A Book, will also be of interest to those English-speakers from one part
of the world who are interested in how English is spoken by native
speakers in other parts of the world. AND THERE IS A DIFFERENCE.
The differences can be both subtle and dramatic. A case in point would
be the different languages that have influenced English. British English
has a lot of modern French, Irish, Scottish, Welsh, Hindi and Pakistani
words and expressions which have absolutely no meaning in American
English.

Another aspect which makes British English a foreign

language to non-British English speaker is cockney rhyming slang. The
native population of Australia has influenced the type of English spoken
in Australia. In South Africa, the different indigenous languages as well
as Dutch, have made the English spoken there not the easiest for nonSouth African English speaker to understand. If you are an English-

speaker, especially an American English-speaker, do you understand
ALL the following words or expressions:
to be an action man (British English)
to be an adventure playground (British English)
to be an aegrotat (British English)
to be an ait (Scottish English)
to be an ankle-biter (Australian and N.Z. English)
to be a baap (Hindi in English)
to be a baas (South African English)
to be a bad lot (Australian English)
to be a bairn (Scottish English)
to be a Boer (South African English)
to be a Boer (South African English)

American English, however, is a different kettle of fish. Yes.
American English has had influences that other types of English has not.
Italian, Polish, Russian, Chinese, Gaelic, Japanese, native American
Indian languages, different African languages, Yiddish, German and
Spanish have all greatly influenced American English. And yes, because
of that, the English that is spoken in the U.S. is somewhat different from
the same language spoken in other parts of the world. However, there is
a difference. The different influences in American English do not make
parts of it incomprehensible to other speakers of the language for one
glaring reason. American English, especially idiomatic and informal
American English, is the English which is heard in the mass media. It is
the English which is taught world-wide.

In a nutshell, Understanding and Speaking Br. and Amer.
English Metaphorically: A Book is a comprehensive look of different
aspects of the English language is presented. The following is a list of
the different areas presented:
Common standard English words
French words and Expressions in English
Latin words and Expressions in English
Informal Idiomatic Expressions
Color (Colour) Expressions
Animal Expressions
Food Expressions
Slang Expressions
Standard Idiomatic Expressions
Vulgar Expressions
Cockney Rhyming Slang
Idiomatic Expression with the following important
irregular verbs: to be, to do, to make, to catch, to cut, to
know, to give, to go, to keep, to pay, to put, to run, to
set, to think, to throw
Standard Synonyms
Idiomatic Synonyms
Slang Synonyms

Part Two
Expressions in
English: The top,
bottom and a lot of
the middle

AAA (Australian English)
abbreviation for the Australian Automobile Association
AAA (North American English)
abbreviation for the American Automobile Association
AAA (Australian English)
a film not suitable for persons under 14
AAA (Australian English)
abbreviation for the Amateur Athletic Assoc.
ABC Minors (Scottish English)
(North American English) Saturday morning movies for children
ADT (British English)
abbreviation for Atlantic Daylight Time
A to Zed (British English)
including everything
They will do everything for you, from A to Zed.
to be A-1
to be superior, first-rate or of the highest grade
As a lawyer, he is A-1
to be an abattoir
to be a slaughter house
to be an abatvoix
to be a canopy or sounding board over a pulpit or rostrum
to be an abbé
1.
to be a member of the secular clergy

2.

to be a title of respect for any clergy

3.

to be an abbot

to be an abbey-lubber
originally and formerly a lazy monk or abbey pensioner
to be an abbey-lubber
to be any loafer or lazy-bone
to be an Abd (in Arabic)
to be a servant or slave as in names Abd-Allah (Servant
of God) or Abd-el-Kader (Servant of the Mighty One)

to be an abecedarian
1.
to be a person who is learning the alphabet
2.

to be one who teaches the alphabet

3.

to be one who teaches the fundamental of a subject

4.

to be a beginner or novice

to be an abbozzo
to be a rough draft or sketch
to be an abecedism
to be an acronym or a word formed from the first letter or letters of
words in a phrase, i.e. radar (radio detecting and ranging), laser (light
amplification through stimulated electron radiation) or scuba (selfcontained underwater breathing apparatus)
to be an abergavenny (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
penny

aberrant
(slang synonyms) kinky, (British English) not cricket, off-base, offcolor, queer, queer in the head, oddball, not kosher
That’s so queer that I don’t know what to say.
abode
(slang synonyms) perch, roost, (British English) digs or diggings,
walk up, pad, crib, condo, flat, (British English) ingle brook, place
where one hangs one’s hat
This is my flat. It’s not much but I love it.
about (British English)
(North American English) near, in the vicinity of, around
about turn (British English)
(usually used in a military context) an 180 degree turn in which
the person is facing the opposite direction
above the salt (British English)
To be in a position of power and/ or distinction
to be an abishag
to be a child of a woman and a married man who is not her husband
to be an abode
to be a house, home, dwelling, resident or domicile
to be an abode
perch, roost, (British English) digs or diggings,
walk up, pad, crib, condo, flat, (British English) inglebrook, place
where one hangs one’s hat
(to be an) abondance de biens ne nuit pas (French in English)
(to be an) abundance of goods does no harm

to be an abondance d’ idées (French in English)
to be a wealth of ideas
to be an à bonne marché (French in English)
to be a good bargain, to be cheap or reasonable
to be an abortion mill
the name given by the opponents of abortion to
clinics where a woman can get an abortion
This is an abortion mill.
to be an about-face
to turn around or about, to switch, to have a change of heart, to have a
second thought
This is an about face. Now he claims that he is vehemently
against the war.
to be an about-face
to be a retraction, renunciation, withdrawal or abjuration
There’s no other way to put it. It was an about-face.
to be an about-face
(slang synonyms) back-pedaling, a one-hundred and eighty degree, 180°,
a different tune, flip-flop, a switcheroo
to be an about turn (British English)
(usually used in a military context) an 180 degree turn in which
the person is facing the opposite direction
to be an abra
to be a narrow mountain pass
Abraham Lincoln (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
stinking

to be an abrupt answer
to be a curt, snappy, snippy, short, hasty or blunt answer
That was rather an abrupt answer.
to be an abrupt end
to be a sudden, quick, unforeseen, instantaneous, rapid, swift or
unannounced finish
Everyone was left unsatisfied, it had been such an abrupt ending.
to abscond with
(slang synonyms) to take the money and run, (British English) to
do a moonlight flit, to leg bail
He’s not here. He took the money and ran.
to be an absence de gout (French in English)
to be a lack of taste
to be an absence de mémoire (French in English)
to be a mental blank
to be an absentee landlord
someone who owns an apartment building but who does
not live on the property, usually he does not take care
of the property
He is an absentee landlord; therefore, he does not know
what is happening on the property.
absobloodylutely (British English)
absolutely, yes!, for sure, as sure as shooting, positively,
unconditionally
absofuckinglutely (British English)

absolutely, yes!, utterly, unqualifiedly, unreservedly,
without a doubt
absolutely sweet (British English)
charming, attractive, delightful, winning
abubble (British English)
to be excited, inflamed, anxious, fiery, (British English) keen
She was abubble with the news.
abubble (British English)
(slang synonyms) zestful, hopped up, stirred or all fired up, psyched
up, wild about, sparked
to be an abus d’autorité (French in English)
to be an abuse of authority
to be an abus de confiance (French in English)
to be a breach of trust
to be an abus de langage (French in English)
to be a misuse of language
to be an abus de pouvoir (French in English)
to be an abuse of power
abustle (British English)
active, animated, vibrant, astir, hectic with, energetic
The new director was abustle with all the new students and staff.
abustle (British English)
(slang synonyms) on the move, on the go, moving, up and about, up
and doing, astir, hopping, jumping
She is always up and about. I don’t think that I have ever seen her

calm and quiet.
acca (Australian English)
(British English) to be an academician
acca (Australian English)
(Australian English) to be an academic
acceptable
(slang synonyms) cool, peachy, keen, swell, fucking-A, Jake,
(British English) ducky or just ducky
It’s cool. I agree.

to be an accidence
1.
to be a book containing the fundamental of grammar
2.

to be the fundamentals of any language, art, science
or just about anything

to be an accolent
to be a neighbor
to be an ace
to be an expert, master, professional, old hand or specialist
In this area of the business, he is an ace. There’s nothing
or no one better.
to be an ace
to be a wizard, whiz, crackerjack, (British English) dab hand
or pro
to be an ace boon coon (African-American)
to be one’s friend, best friend, partner or side kick
He’s an ace boon coon so I know that I can trust him.

(to be) an ace in the hole
a hidden advantage, something held in reserve until needed
Don’t worry about anything. I have an ace in the hole.
to be an ace of spades
vulgar term for a Black person
to be an acompte (French in English)
1.
to be a deposit
2.

to be a down payment (on a bill)

3.

to be an installment

4.

to be an advance (on one’s salary)

to be anceldama
to be a battlefield (referring to the field near Jerusalem bought with
the bribe that Judas received for betraying Jesus, called the field of blood
to be an Achilles heel
the weak or soft part, the weakest link in the chain
It is an Achilles heel that he should do everything to hide.
to be an aching void
to be a feeling of desolation, to feel desolate or lonely
There is an aching void in my heart that is very difficult
to describe.
to be an acid freak
heavy users of LSD
to be an acid head
to be a frequent user of drugs, especially LSD and other
mind-altering drugs

Back in the 60s, he was such an acid head.
(to be an) acid test
a test or manner to see if something is as have been claimed
I’m going to leave the money on the table. The acid test is if he
tries to steal it. If he doesn’t, he’s not a thief.
to be an à côte (French in English)
to be a side issue
to be an acquired taste
to be someone or something that one must learn to like or love
over time
She’s not the easiest person to like. I would say that she’s an
acquired taste.
to be an acre
to be a cemetery or churchyard, also known as God’s acre
to be an acre-fight
to be a duel in open field
to be an act
to be a judgement, decision or ruling
It was an act which changed the course of this and other
countries.
to be an act
to be a bill, enactment, law, measure or proposal
This is an act from Congress means more money
out of my pocket.
to be an act
to be a performance, routine or appearance

It was an act that was really funny. I have always enjoyed his shows.
to be an act
to be pretense, feigning, dissimulation, pretending
It is an act that doesn’t fool me. I know that he is
having an affair.
(to be an) act
to be a gag, spot, stand-up or shtick
His shtick is getting rather old. He should change his act.
to be an act
to be a false front, crocodile tears, shuck and jive or soft soap
I know that all this is an act; therefore, I don’t believe you.
to be an act of faith
(Spain/auto de fé) to be a day set apart by the Inquisition for the
punishment of heretics and the absolution of those who renounce
their heretical doctrines
to be an act of God
to be an event which is out of the hands of human beings,
i.e. a storm or tsunami
Hurricane Katrina was not an act of God.
to be an act of war
to be an action which causes one country to declare war
on another
The bombing of the factories was most definitely an
act of war.
to be an acting head

to be a substitute, performing, serving, functional, operative or working
director, temporary person in charge
Since the president is not available, the vice president will be the
acting head. Therefore, he has the power to act.
to be an acting head
(negative) to be a titular or figure head, to be posing, feigning or
pretending to be in charge
(to be an) action figure
to be a doll for a male (usually of a soldier or monster)
My husband says that our son doesn’t play with dolls; he
plays with action figures.
to be an action man (British English)
to be a macho or aggressive male
to be an active member
to be a member of an organization who is an involved
participant
She is an active member of ACLU.
to be an actor
to be an agent, mover, prime mover, executor, doer,
maker or author
to be an actor
to be a stage player, performer, straight man, lead, stand-in,
extra, walk-on or bit player
to be an actor
to be a matinee idol or star
to be an actor
to be a ham, moppet (child actor), scene chewer, hambone

or mugger
to be an actor ecclesiae (Latin)
literal meaning: the manager of church property
to be an acutiator
(medieval period) to be a sharpener of weapons
to be an Adam
to be a sergeant, bailiff or any one clad in buff or skin-coat,
like Adam
(to be an) Adam and ants (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
(to be a pair of ) pants
(to be an) Adam and ants (British English/ cockney/ rhyming slang)
(to be a) plant
to be an Adam’s ale
to be water as a drink or beverage
to be an Adam’s apple
prominent projection in the front of a male’s throat formed
by the thyroid cartilage of the larynx
I know that he looks like a woman but he is a man. That’s an Adam
apple that is in his throat.
to be an Adam’s needle
to be the yucca, so called because it is sharp-pointed like
a needle
to be an Adam’s profession
to be gardening or agriculture
to be an adda (Hindi in English)

to be a place where people gather for conversation
to be an adda (Hindi in English)
to be an illicit place where people go to drink and socialize
to be an adda (Hindi in English)
a junction place for public transportation
to be an addict
to be a junkie, zoner, dust head, drug head, mainliner, weed head,
dope fiend, smack slammer, pothead, acid head, acid freak, needle man,
cokey, snow snorter, speed freak or user
He is an addict who would kill his own grandmother for a hit.
to be an addle brain
to be stubborn, obstinate, unable or unwilling to understand
He is such an addle brain that I don’t think he will ever get what I
want.

to be an addle egg (British English)
1.
to be a worthless egg
2.

to be an egg which is rotten and putrid

3.

to be an egg which produces no chicken

to be an addle egg (British English)
1.
to be empty, barren, blank or bare
2.

to be muddled, confused, perplexed or confounded

to be an addle head
to be unintelligent, subnormal, dull, unthinking, dense, silly, simple
dizzy or witless
What can I say? He is, without a doubt, an addle head.

to be an adelentado
to be important or weighty, to be a big-wig or cheese, to be
the one in charge or the boss
to be adept
(slang synonyms) not born yesterday, topflight, topnotch, smart as a
whip, no dumbbell, nobody’s fool, pro, (British English) whizzo, has
enough ducks in a row, knows one’s onions or stuff, no slouch,
quick on the trigger
I do believe that you underestimate your student. He is no slouch and
is as smart as a whip.
to be an adespoton
1.
to be an anonymous poem or saying
2.

to be a saying, saw or maxim

to be an adit
1.
to be a mine entrance
2.

a drainage or ventilation tunnel

to be an advance man
the person who survey a situation or property before the important
people arrive
John is an advance man; therefore, it is his job to make sure that
everything is ready and that there are no problems.
to be an admiral of the blue
to be a butcher who dresses in blue to conceal blood-stains
to be an Adonis
to be a beautiful or extremely handsome boy or young male
Have you seen John’s new boyfriend. He is an Adonis.

to be an Adonis flower
to be a rose
to be an Adonis Garden
1.
to be a worthless toy
2.

to be a very perishable good

to be an advena
to not be a citizen of the country in which one resides
to be an adventure playground (British English)
recreational area or park which contains slides, sand lots
and the like for children, (American English) playground
to be an adversaria
a miscellaneous collection of remarks or notes
to be an advert (British English)
to be an abbreviation for the term advertisement, to be an ad
to be an advertisement
announcement, commercial or announcement spot, circular,
notice, placard, broadside, promotion, propaganda
to be an advertisement
envelope stuffer, (British English) advert, blurb, spot,
hype, want ad, flyer, squib, leaflet, handbill
Throw it away. It’s nothing but an advertisement.
(to be an advice column
to be a column in the newspaper which advises its readers on something,
i.e. love or family
This is an advice column that really does help people.

to be an advocatus diaboli (Medieval Latin in English)
literal meaning: devil’s advocate
a person who argues the opposite side of a position to
examine both sides of the argument
to be an advocatus diaboli (Medieval Latin in English)
literal meaning: devil’s advocate
a person appointed to argue against the beatification
or canonization of a person
to be an aegrotat (British English)
to be a student’s written medical excuse
to be an aegrotat (British English)
to be the degree awarded to a student who had been prevented,
as a result of illness, from taking final exams
to be an aelurophile
to be a lover of cats
to be an aelurophile
to be a cat hater
to be an affaire
to be a fling or nooner, to be extracurricular activity,
getting some of the side, hanky-panky or sex
There was no love involved. It was all lust. It was
an affaire.
to be an affair d'amour (French in English)
literal meaning: love affair
to be an affair de coeur (French in English)

literal meaning: affair of the heart
to be an affair d'honneur (French in English)
literal meaning: affair of honor (a duel)
to be an afterages
to be sibling who was born years after his/her siblings
to be an after-clap
to be the consequence of an action, to be blowback or comeuppance
to be an after eight (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
date
to be an after-dinner speech (British English)
to happen immediately after one has dined, to follow one’s dinner
He gave an after-dinner speech that made everyone sick. It
was disgusting.
(to be an) afterglow
the good feeling that one has after a pleasurable or positive experience
Her afterglow was a dead give away to what had just happened.
to be an after life
the sweet by and by, life after death, heaven, hell, the great beyond,
immortality, eternity
(to be an) aftermath
that which happens after an event, result, consequence, outcome
In the aftermath of the hurricane, most of the people were
left homeless.
to be an aftermath
to be an upshot, blow-back, fall out, payoff, flak, chain reaction,

off-shoot
(to be an) afterthought
to be a second or later thought, reconsideration or review
As a afterthought, yes, I would like you to show proof of purchase.
to be an afterthought
to be a reflection, reexamination or retrospection
to be an afterthought
to be an addition, supplement, epilogue or P.S.
Frankly, as far as I’m concerned, he is merely an afterthought.
to be an ag-fay
insulting term for a gay male
to be an Agnes
to be such an unsophisticated and innocent young woman that she
does not even know or understand what love is
to be an agnomen
(ancient Rome) to be an additional name added to the surname as an
epithet honoring some exploit or event
to be an agnomen
to be a nickname
to be an agony aunt (British English)
to be a person who has a column to answer readers’ personal questions
She is an agony aunt in one of the neighborhood’s newspapers.
(to be an) agony column (British English)
to be a column written to answer readers’ personal questions

I sent a letter to the newspaper’s agony column.
to be an agrément (French in English)
(music) to be an ornament or principal melodic tone
to be an agricultural show (British English)
to be a state or country fair
to be an agrostographer
to be a person who writes about grasses
to be an agrostologist
to be a person an agrostographer, to be an authority on grasses
to be an agunah
a deserted or abandoned wife who can not remarried without
proof of her estranged husband’s death or divorce of her
to be an A.H.
to be an asshole
to be an A.H.
to be a person who is wretched, contemptible, detestable or
beneath contempt
to be an A-hole
to be an asshole
to be an A-hole
to be an imbecile, moron, nincompoop or fool
to be an aide-mémoire (French in English)
to be a memorandum summarizing a discussion or agreement
to be an air guitar

to be an imaginary guitar that one ‘plays’ while listening to a song
The only guitar he has ever played is an air guitar.
to be an Air Gunner (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a stunner
Did you see her? She’s a real Air Gunner.
to be an air kiss
to be a kiss in the air next to someone’s cheek
She didn’t kiss him; that was an air kisses.
to be an airhead
to be silly, foolish, or childish, to be a goose, ninny or simpleton
She is an airhead who doesn’t understand anything.
to be an ait
to be a small island in a river or lake
to be an ait (Scottish English)
to be an oat
to be an a.k. (British English)
abbreviation for ass kisser
to be an à l’américaine (French in English)
to be a dish prepared with shallots, tomatoes and herbs
to be an Aladdin’s cave
to be a place full of a variety exotic, strange, valuable and
costly items
This mall in Hong Kong is an Aladdin’s cave.

to be an Aladdin’s Lamp
to be the source of wealth and good fortune
to be an alb
to be the long white tunic bound round the waist with a girdle,
worn by priest when saying Mass
to be an Albert
to be a chain from the waistcoat pocket to a button in
front of the waistcoat
to be an Al Capone (British English)
to be a telephone
to be an albatross
to be the largest sea bird which can remain aloft for long periods of time
and which sailors believe that it is fatal to kill
to be an albatross
to be a weight, unwanted obligation, onus, encumbrance
or duty
As far as her father is concerned, she is an albatross.
to be an albatross
allusion to Samuel Taylor Coleridge’s 1798 poem The Rime
of the Ancient Mariner in which the albatross is a symbol for
a seemingly inescapable moral and/or emotional burden as
a result of guilt or responsibility
to be an albatross around one's neck
to be a millstone, burden an unwanted charge or duty
I'm only an albatross around your neck so, please, let
me leave.
to be an alchy (British English)
alcoholic

He’ll drink anything. He’s an alchy.
to be an alcoholic
to be a brown bagger, hard drinker, drunk, serious drinker,
guzzler, souse, wino, alchy, dipso, rum bum, lush or (British English)
bibber
to be an alcoholic
to be a barfly, wino, juicer, elbow-bender, boozehound, juice-head, gin
hound, soaker, sponge, swiller, stewbum, drinker, dip, mountain-dew or
(British English) tosspot
to be an alcopop (British English)
an alcoholic sweet mixed-fruit drink
to be an Alcoranist
to be one who adheres strictly to the letter of the Koran
to be an alderman
1.
(Anglo-Saxons) to be a senior or superior
2.

(Anglo-Saxons) to be a title applied to princes, dukes, earls
and the like including bishops and archbishops

to be an alderman (British English)
to be a turkey because of its presence in aldermanic feasts also
because its red and purple colors about the head and neck
to be an alderman (British English)
1.
to be a type of magistrates in corporate towns, the alderman
in London is considered the chief magistrate
2.

to be a member of the County Council

to be an alderman
1.
(United States) to be a member of a municipal council elected by
the people

2.

to be a city councilor or councilman

to be an alderman (British English)
to be a burglar’s tool (so called from the high rank it holds
with burglars)
to be an alderman in chain (British English)
to be a turkey hung with sausages
to be an ale-dagger (British English)
to be a dagger used in self-defense in an ale-house brawl
to be an ale-draper (British English)
to be a bartender or (British English) tapster
to be an ale-knight (British English)
to be a drunk or (British English) sot
to be an ale-silver (British English)
the yearly tribute paid in London to receive a licence
for selling ale
to be an ale-stake (British English)
to be the pole placed before an ale-house by way of
a sign
to be an ale-wife (British English)
to be a landlady of an ale-house or stand
to be an alforja
to be a leather or canvas saddlebag used by cowboys
to be an alforja
(chipmunk) to be a cheek pouch

to be an A-level (British English)
abbreviation for Advanced Level
to be an alias
to be a pseudonym, false name, (French in English) nom de guerre,
stage, name, (French in English) nom de plume, allonym
John Peters isn’t his real name. It is an alias.
to be an alias
nickname, summer name, moniker, handler
to be an alibi
to be a reason, explanation, vindication or defense
I knew that my alibi would stand. I had told the police the truth.
to be an alibi
to be a pretext, subterfuge, evasion or semblance
This is not a very good alibi.
to be an alien
to be an emigrant, newcomer or immigrant
He is an illegal alien. A term that he considers insulting.

to be an alien
to be a foreigner, stranger, outsider or outlander
Just because he is an alien that doesn’t mean that
he is an enemy.
to be an alien
wetback, greenhorn, FOB, fresh off the boat, grease ball
to be an alkie (British English)
to be an alcoholic

He is an alkie. Don’t give him anything to drink.

to be an alky (British English)
to be an alcoholic
He is an alky. Don’t give him anything to drink.
(to be) an all-nighter
to study all night for a next day exam, to cram
I did an all nighter last night. I’m so tired that I don’t know
if I can stay up.
(to be) an all-nighter
to be a party which last until the following morning
The party was so hopping that it was an all nighter.
to be an all nighter
to be a prostitute’s customer who pay for an entire nighter
You’re doggone straight he paid a lot; he was an all nighter.
to be an all night tick
to be a prostitute’s customer who pay for an entire nighter
You’re doggone straight he paid a lot; he was an all night trick.
to be an allée (French in English)
to be an alley in a formal garden border by
bushes or tress
to be an alley cat
to be a promiscuous or loose woman, to be a whore or slut
She’s an alley cat. She would sleep with anyone.

to be an alley cat
to be a lecherous, raunchy or dirty man, to be a tomcat
That guy is an alley cat.
to be an ally
to be a partner, associate, friend, (Law) accomplish or accessory
He’s an ally on whom I can count.
to be an ally
to be a puppet regime, satellite or puppet government
to be an ally
to be a side kick, (British English) mate, right hand, right hand
man or Man Friday
He’s an ally. I couldn’t survive without him.
to be an almoner
to be a person who position is to distribute money received
through charity
to be an alouatte
to be a South American howling monkey
to be an alpha male
superior, first-rate, very remarkable or exceptional male
Because he is an alpha male, he is able to do anything.
to be an alpha male
ripping, super, tiptop, choice, bosker, top-notch, of the first water
or bang-up male
to be an also-ran
to be a loser, runner up, the defeated or good sport

I have always been an also-ran.
to be an altar boy
(usually used in the negative) to be a young boy is considered good
and obedient, one who follows the rules
He has never been an altar boy but that does not mean that he
is a thief.
to be an alter ego (Latin in English)
literal translation: other self
English translation: one’s alternative or secondary personality
to be an alter ego (Latin in English)
literal translation: other self
English informal or slang translation: one’s best friend, shadow, chum,
side kick, crony, pal, buddy
to be an alternate
substitute, vicar, understudy, (Latin in British English) locus tenens,
second
While I am in training, I will be an alternate.
to be an alternate
to be a backup, sub, (Baseball) pinch hitter or relief pitcher
I’m an alternate while Bill has been hired as the relief pitcher.
to be an alternative
to be a recourse, selection or substitute
This is the alternative. You choose.
to be an alternative
to be the other side of the coin, remaining choice, only other choice or

the flip side
to be an alternative
to be plan B or a backup
to be an alternative
to be other pebbles on the beach, other fish to fry, other fish in the sea
to be an altiloquence
to be a lofty or pompous speech, to be pompous language
to be an A.M. (Latin in English)
to be an ama
(early Christendom) a vessel used for mixing and storing wine for
the Eucharist service, now called a cruet
to be amber nectar (Australian and British English)
to be a Lager
to be an ambry
to be a storage place, chest, cupboard or pantry
to be an ambry
to be a closet or niche in the wall of a church for sacramental
vessels or sacred odds and ends
to be an ambulance chaser
to be a lawyer
He’s an ambulance chaser. No potential client gets
away from him.
to be an ambush
to skulk, to waylay, to ensnare, to lure

He tried to ambush the woman as she came home.
to be an ambush
to be a hiding place, concealment or cover
to be an ambush
to be a snare, lure or lying in wake
to be an âme damnée (French in English)
literal meaning: damned soul
to be a toady, cat’s paw or fawner
to be an âme damnée (French in English)
to be a brown-noser, Tomish, Uncle Tom, brownie, brown-nose
or ass-kicker
to be an amener (British English)
to be a yes-man, sycophant, flunky or brown-noser
to be an amicus curiae (Latin English)
literal translation: a friend of the court
(Latin in the Law) an attorney who, by leave of court, intervenes in
pending litigation in order to influence the decision in the litigation
to be an American
to be a person born in North or South America
A Canadian, Mexican, Bolivian and Chilean are all Americans.
(to be an) American (British English)
somewhat derogatory term for the English spoken by persons of the
United States
Americans never say that they speak American. They say that they
speak English.

to be an American
a person who has citizenship of the United States of America
He is fighting to be an American.
to be a American
to be a Joe, Yank, gringo, Yankee, G.I. Joe, Uncle
Sam, yanqui or yank
She is from Latin American. She is an American and a Mexican.
to be an American Beauty
type of hybrid perennial red rose
to be an ami (French from English)
literal meaning: male friend
to be a friend or a boyfriend
to be an amica curiae (Latin in English)
literary meaning: friend of the court
(Latin in the Law) a person who is not party to the case being litigated
gives advice to the court on some pending matter
to be an amicus humani generis (Latin in English)
literal meaning: friend of the human race
to be a philanthropist
to be an amicus usque ad aras (Latin in English)
literal meaning: a friend to the last degree
to be an amnicolist
to be someone living near a river

to be an amphitryon
to be a host or hostess
to be an anabasis
to be a military expedition as in the anabasis of Napoleon

to be an ancient Greek (British English/cockney rhyming slang)
freak
to be an anacalypsis
to be an unveiling or revelation
to be an anacrisis
to be a preliminary hearing
to be an anacrisis
to be interrogation accompanied by torture
to be an analect
to be a literary fragment or extract
to be an analect
to be a short saying
to be an anamorphosis
to be a distorted imaged when viewed with a special device, such
as with an anamorphoscope
to be an anamorphosis
(biology) to be a gradual change of form by evolution
to be an anamorphosis
(botany) to be an abnormal change of form that gives the
appearance of a different species

to be an ananym
to be a name written backwards
to be an anaphrodisiac
to be a drug or treatment tending to lessen sexual desire
to be an androcracy
to be a society ruled by males
to be an androlepsia
to be an international governmental kidnapping for political gain
to be an anecdote
to be the long and short of it, yarn, a tall tale or story, cock and bull
story or old chestnut
That is an anecdote which is okay if you don’t pass it off
as a fact.
to be an anemography
to be a description or treatise on winds
to be an angel
a financial contributor to help a fledging company or
political campaign
He is an angel and I thank God for him.
(to be) an angle
to be a pitch in order to gain advantage or profit
Don’t trust him or anything that he has to say.
He always has an angle.
to be an angel on horseback (British English)
to be an oyster wrapped in bacon

to be an Anglicism
to be an English word or expression used in a foreign language as in: le
babysitter, le weekend
to be an Anglicism
to be an English fashion, fad or tradition in Pakistan, i.e. cricket or rugby
to be an Anglicism
to be a type of language which is peculiar to the English working class,
i.e. cockney or rhyming slang (Greek = freak)
to be an Anglicist
to be a scholar who specializes in English or English studies (British
rather than United States (Americanist) )
to be an Anglicist
to be someone who favors the use of English
to be an Anglo
(U.S.) to be a White American
In my school, there are Black, Latinos and Anglos.
to be an Anglo
(Canada/Quebec) to be an English-speaker (versus French speaking)
to be an Anglo
(Scotland) to be someone who is half-English and half-Scottish
to be an Anglo
(Scotland) to be someone who is Scottish by birth but in mannerism
and speech is more English
to be an Anglo
(Scotland) to be someone who plays for an English soccer team

to be an Anglo-American
to be a naturalized American citizen who is of British birth or an
American of British ancestry
to be an Anglo-American
to be an American who speaks English (versus one who speaks
Spanish or another language)
to be an Anglo-Canadian
(Quebec) to be an English-speaking Canadian (versus French-speaking
Canadian)
to be an Anglo-Celtic
(Australia) used to distinguished an Australian who is of British or Irish
descent from an Australian from other European, Asian or aboriginal
descent
to be an Anglo-Indian
to be an English citizen living in India
to be an Anglo-Indian
(India) a person of both Indian and European ancestry whose
mother tongue is English
to be an Anglo-Indian school
(India) to be an Christian denomination school which in present day
India is open to students of all background
to be an angry white male
to be an economically marginal and socially conservative working-class
white male
to be an animadversion
to be an unfavorable remark, adverse criticism or reproof
to be an animal

to be a person who is ill-mannered, bad-behaving, uncouth or boorish
He is an animal who can not be trusted to act right in
a party.
to be an animalcule
to be a minute animal, especially one that cannot be seen
with a microscope
to be an ankle-biter (Australian and New Zealand English)
to be a toddler or baby who is old enough to crawl
The little ankle-biter is hungry. I’ve got to feed him.
to be an anlage
(biology) to be the first stage of growth of an organ or part of an embryo
to be an anlage
to be the basis of a later development, to be a bend or inclination
to be an annihilation
to be a butchery, slaughter, mass slaying, mass murder, execution,
homicide, slaying or assassination
As a result of the war, there was an annihilation of one group by
another.
to be an annihilation
to be utter, total or complete destruction, elimination, extinguishment,
desolation, demolition, wreckage, leveling, dismantling or razing
There was no doubt that it was an annihilation.
to be an annihilation
to be a cutting or mowing down, blood bath, blotting out, death blow,
finishing stroke, killing blow
to be an annihilation

(Germany WWII) The Final Solution
annihilation
(of persons) holocaust, pogrom, genocide
to be annotinous
(botany) to be a year old
to be an annoyance
to be an irritant, pest, problem, affliction or heavy burden
He has always been an annoyance.
to be an annoyance
to be a pea in the shoe, pain in the neck, pill, bore, a
thorn in the side, headache, drag, salt in the wound, a pain in
the ass, drip
The truth is that he is an annoyance, bore, a pill and a drip.
Any more questions?
to an annus horribilis (Latin in English)
literal meaning: horrible year
to be a year full of pain and misfortune
to an annus terribilis (Latin in English)
literal meaning: dreadful year
to be a dreadful or horrible year
annus mirabilis (Latin in English)
literal meaning:
to be anonymuncule
to an insignificant anonymous writer
to be an Anschuluss (German in English)

to be a union or joining, particular the annexation of Austria by
Nazi Germany in 1938
to be an Anschauung (German in English)
to be an intuition, to be a sense awareness or perception

to be an answer
to be a solution, justification or explanation
This is a big problem. God only knows if this is an answer
to all our problems.
to be an answer
to be lip, comeback, parting shot back talk, sass, crack,
nasty crack or snappy comeback
That was not a respectable answer; rather, it was a snappy comeback.
And, frankly, I’m getting tired of his lip.
to be an answer
to be pay dirt, band-aid, quick fix
This is not a real answer; it is only a band-aid and a quick-fix..
to be an answering off the top of my head
(said when one gives a response without first thinking or analyzing it
first. ‘off the top of one’s head’ means: to adlib, to talk first before
thinking, to say the first thing that comes to mind, to wing it, to
extemporize, to speak in an offhand, off-the-cuff or unpremeditated
manner)
It had been an answering off the top of my head, therefore, I don’t
exactly remember what I had said.
to be an antagonist
enemy, foe, contender, opponent, competitor
He is the worst antagonist. He’s not scared to die.

antagonist
(slang synonyms) buddy-buddy, (British English) buddy fucker, the
other side, them
to be an (Sir) Anthony Blunt (British English/ cockney rhyming
slang)
to be cunt
to be an antaphroditic
to be a remedy for venereal disease
to be an anthropometrist
to be an anthropologist whose specializes in the measuring and
functioning of the human body
to be an anticlimax
to be a fiasco, fizzle, dud, bomb, washout, flop, flash in
the pan, no-go
to be an antigram
to be an anagram whose meaning is opposite to the original
word or phrase
to be an antinomy
to be antagonism between laws, the opposition of a rule, principle
or law to another
to be an antinomy
to be a contradiction between two seemingly reason principles,
to be a paradox
to be an antiphrasis
to be a word used to mean its opposite, to be the use of words
in a sense opposite to their proper meaning
to be an apartment

to be a walk-up, condo, cold-water flat, (British) apartments,
flat or chamber, co-op, (British English) digs or diggings, crash pad, pad,
cubbyhole, roof over one’s head, place to hang your hat or lay your
head and a few friends
to be an ape
to be a big, strong or powerful man who uses his
strength to get what he wants
He’s an ape so stay out of way.
to be an aperçu (French in English)
to be a quick or hasty glance or glimpse
to be an aperçu (French in English)
to be an immediate estimate or judgement
to be an aperçu (French in English)
to be a brief reference which illuminates or sheds light on
a point
to be an aperçu (French in English)
to be a summary or synopsis

to be an apéritif (French in English)
a small alcoholic drink taken before a meal to stimulate
one’s appetite
(to be) an aphrodisiac
to be a stimulant or sexual stimulant
There are those who believe that there is no such thing as
an aphrodisiac.
to be an aphrodisiac
to be a Spanish fly, love portion, exciter, drug, turn-on or popper

to be an apocatastasis
1.
to be a reestablishment, return or restoration
2.

(astronomy) to be the return of a planet to the same
position after an orbital revolution

to be an apocope
to be the cutting off or omission of the last letter or syllable of a word as
in the English words: talkin’ (talking) or mos’ (most)
to be an apodosis
the clause, especially of a conditional sentence, which expresses the
conclusion or result, i.e. If you learn Spanish, you will be bilingual. (you
will be bilingual ) is the apodosis.
to be an apodysophilia
to be a feverish or overwhelming desire to undress
to be an apodyterium
(ancient Greek and Rome) to be a room in the baths or in the palaestra,
where the bathers or gymnasts dressed and undressed
to be an apologia
to be a formal apology to show that a particular idea or belief is correct
to be an apologue
1.
to be a moral fable
2.

to be an allegorical story with a lesson or moral

to be an apomecometry
to be an instrument for measuring heights of distant objects
to be an apophasis
the act of mentioning something by saying it will not be mentioned

to be an apostrophe
(rhetoric) to be a digression from the course of a speech in order to
make a speech in order to make a short address to a person or thing
to be an apostrophe
(grammar) to be a sign indicating the omission of a letter(s) from a word,
i.e. don’t, can’t, wouldn’t
to be an apostrophe
(grammar) to be a sign to indicate the possessive singular or plural, i.e.
boy’s vs. boys’
to be an apostrophe
(grammar) to be a sign used to mark the plural of letter, numbers or
figures, i.e. p’s or 5’s
to be an apostasy
to be an abandonment or leaving what one believes in, as in one’s
politics, creed or religion
to be an apostate
to be one who forsakes or leaves his/her religion
to be an appanage
to be the money and land assigned by a king for the subsistence of
his younger sons
to be an appanage
to be a rightful extra gain, tip or gratuity
to be an appanage
to be a territory governed by another country or a territorial dependency
to be an apparatus
(slang synonyms) thingumbob, thingamabob, whoosis, whoziz, whose it,
whoosiwhatsis, doohickey, do hinkey whoosamajigger, whatchamacallit,
whatsis, what’s its name, jigger, doo dat, dojigger, wingding, stuff,

gimmick, mother, motha, motherfucker, or mothafucka
to be an appeal (British English)
to be a fund-raising campaign
to be an appellation
to be a name, epithet, label, brand or front name
to be an appellation
to be a pseudonym, alias, assumed name, pen name, anonym, allonym,
(French in English) nom de plume, nom de guerre or nom de théâtre
to be an appellation
to be a tag, moniker, handle, John Doe, John Hancock, John Henry,
flag or tab
Here’s a John Hancock as big as day. Let them see this.
to be an appellation
to be a nick name, pet name, diminutive or by-name
Zoë is a nick name. It is not my legal first name.
to be an appetizer
hors d’oeuvre, (French in English) bonne bouche or apéritif,
cocktail, canapé or aperitif
to be an appetizer
to be an enticement, allurement, temptation or attraction
If this is only an appetizer, I can’t wait to see the main meal.
to be an appetizer
to be a dip, finger food, morsel, bit, munchies or tidbit
to be an appetizer
to be a come on or eye-catcher

(to be an) applause line
a statement in a speech meant to elicit applause, i.e. Americans are good
and generous people
The president made a speech full of applause lines.
to be an apple
a native American who has taken on the values and behavior of
the white community
(almost all ethnic or racial groups have such names in the U.S. .
for Blacks it’s an oreo cookie, for Asians it’s a banana, for Latinos,
but especially Mexicans, it’s the bolillo (bread roll) )
to be an apple fritter (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a shitter
to be an apple knocker (British English)
to be a person who sells apples, an apple-picker
to be an apple-pie bed (British English)
to be a bed which has been made in such a way that one can
not stretch out one’s leg (done as a joke)
to be an apple polisher
to be a toady, one who fawns upon or who tries to please
to be an appliqué (French in English)
to be an embellishment applied to material
to be an apprentice
to be a novice, student, pupil or learner
to be an apprentice
to be a tenderfoot, rookie, newcomer, probationer or greenhorn

Give him a break. He is only an apprentice and a rookie. Don’t forget
that last year that you had been a greenhorn.
to be an approbation
to be a nod, green light, the word, go ahead or okay
(to be) an approval
to be a nod, the O.K., the okay, the green light, the go-ahead
I got an approval so I’m on my way. I had been waiting forever
for the green light.
to be an approval
to be a pat on the back or on the head, atta boy, atta girl, that’s the boy or
girl, that’s my boy or girl
to be (an) après-ski (French in English)
to be a period of social activities and entertainment that
follows skiing
to be an April shower (British English/ cockney slang)
to be a flower
to be an aptronym
to be a name that sounds like the owner’s occupation
to be an archimage
to be the high priest of the Persian magi or worshipers of fire
to be an archimage
to be a great magician or wizard
to be an archon
(ancient Greece) to be an Athenian magistrate who was chosen from the
most illustrious families to superintend civil and religious matters

to be an archon
to be a rule or high official
to be Argie (British English)
to be a disparaging slang for a person from Argentina, an Argentinean or
Argentine
to be an argument
to have words, to be a falling out, squabble, set-to, flap, wrangle, beef,
knockdown and drag out, (British English) barney, ruckus, (British
English) fratch, (Scottish English) sturt, scrap, run-in or blow-up
We had a falling out as a result of the argument last night. It was
quite a blow-up.
to be an argy-bargy (British English)
to be a noisy quarrel or argument
to be an aristocrat
to be a blue-blood or (British English) silk-stocking
to be an armchair general
to be an inexperienced person who speaks with authority on the
matter at hand, i.e. football game or war
In this war, there have been a lot of armchair generals.
to be an armpit
to be a dirty, smelly, untidy or disgusting place
This place is an armpit. Why did you bring me here?
to be an arras
to be a richly woven tapestry
to be an arrière-pensée (French in English)
to be a mental reservation

to be an arrière-pensée (French in English)
to be a hidden or underhanded motive
to be an arrivé (French in English)
to be a social climber or status seeker
to be arriviste (British English)
a ruthless, amoral person who will do anything to get ahead
Because he is an arriviste, he will not hesitate to sell his soul if
the price is right.
to be an arse-hole (British English)
to be stupid or dumb, to be a featherbrain or blockhead
I have never met such an arse-hole.
to be an arse-licker (British English)
to be a brown-noser, flunky, backscratcher or fawner
Because he is an arse-licker, he will do anything
to succeed.
to be an arse load (British English)
to be a lot, a great deal of or large quantity
You gave him an arse load of work to complete. He won’t
be finished until sometime next week.
to be an arse monger (British English)
to be contemptible, mean, disgusting or revolting
Because he’s an arse monger, I can’t stand him.
to be an Artful Dodger
to be a circumventor, pretender, fraud or perjurer
He is an Artful Dodger; he can not be believed.

to be an artic (British English)
an articulated truck or lorry
to be an article (British English)
a person who is disgusting, repugnant, obnoxious, loathsome
or rotten
to be an artist
to be a trickster, confidence man, con artist, shyster,
swindler, flimflam man, horse trader or fox
to be an ascetic
to be one who lives of life of contemplation and self-denial
for religious purposes
to be an ascetic
to be anyone who lives of life of self-denial and self-discipline
to be an ascham
to be a receptacle or box for archery implements or a box for
keeping bows and arrows dry
to be an ascian
(inhabitants of the Torrid Zone) to be a person who casts no
shadow at noon
to be an asteism
(rhetoric) to be genteel irony
to be an ashram
(India) to be a religious retreat
to be (an) A-side
to be the pop single that is being pushed

It was not the A-side that was the hit. It was the B-side song.
to be an ass
to be a donkey, burro, pack animal, draft animal, mule, beast of burden,
jenny or (Scottish English) cuddy
to be an ass
to be a Rocky Mountain canary, jackass, (British English) moke or
dickey
to be an ass
to be a ninny, nincompoop, block, pin, meat, fat, addle or knucklehead,
chump, cretin, idiot, boob, schmuck or schmo
(to be an) ass
to be a vulgar term for a person's buttocks
She’s nice but she got no kind of ass.
(to be an) ass
woman used for sexual gratification
I’m looking for some ass.
to be an ass
to be stupid, dumb, backwards or silly
Don’t listen to her; she’s an ass.
to be an ass hole
to be stupid, irritating, or disgusting person
He’s an ass hole. He gets on my last nerve.

to be an ass hole
to be a fool, nincompoop, meathead or pinhead

He’s an ass who never gets anything right.
to be an asshole buddy
to be a very close or intimate buddies or friends, a best friend
(to be an) ass in a crack
to be in a bad situation, in trouble or in hot water
Now that you stole that car, you have your ass in a crack.
(to be an) ass in a sling
to be in hot water or in trouble, to have big problems or
a big problem
You better get home quick. This time you’ve really got your
ass in a sling. Daddy is really mad.
(to be) an ass in lion’s skin
to betray, deceive, trick or lie
He is not at all strong; he is nothing but an ass in lion’s skin.
to be an ass kicker
to be something that operate and functions extraordinarily well
That computer is an ass kicker. There’s not anything that
you can’t do.
to be an ass kisser
to be a fawner, truckler, brown-nose, backscratcher or sycophant
Because he is an ass kicker, he’ll do anything to succeed.
to be an ass-licker (British English)
boot-licker, brown-noser, footlicker, apple-polisher
He has always been ass-licker.

to be an ass man
to be a male who is especially attracted to a woman
for her buttocks or derrière
He’s an ass man. If you don’t have a big behind, he’s
not interested.
(to be an) ass on the line
to be in a situation where one is risking everything
To have your ass on the line is not the safest thing in the work.
to be an ass peddler
to be a prostitute or hooker
to be an ass wiper
to be a fawner, brownie, lackey, footlicker, apple-polisher
or flatterer
She got to where she is by being an ass wiping.
to be an ass wiping
to be an Uncle Tomish, to be deferential, servile, compliant,
submissive or Tomish
to be an assassin
(usually in American English, the noun ‘assassin’ is used when
referring to the killing or slaying of an important or famous person)
to be a gunman, killer, murder, (with a gun) sniper, strangler or
headsman
to be an assassin
to be a plugger, hatchet or trigger man, liquidator,
triggerman, hired gun, button man, butcher, torpedo, gun, dropper,
silencer, dispatcher or piece man
to be an assault to one's ears
to be a sound or noise which aggravates, bothers or irritates one

All this pounding and hammering is an assault my ears.
to be an assumed head
to be a presumed, presumable, anticipated, expected, plausible
or given person in charge
He is the assumed head of his father; therefore, in a couple
of months he will be taking over the company.
to be an asteism
to be a left handed compliment, an ingeniously polite insult or a polite
manner of deriding another
to be an asthenia
to a debilitated condition of the body or to be the lack or loss of
bodily strength
to be an asyndeton
(rhetoric) to be the omission of conjunctions between coordinate sentence elements, i.e. I saw, I came, I conquered
to be an atony
to be a lack of bodily tone or weakness of the body
to be an atony
(phonetics) to be a lack of accents or stress
to be an attaché (French in English)
literal translation: attached
to be a diplomatic official attached to an embassy, i.e. cultural attaché
to be an attaché (French in English)
literal translation: attached
a military officer assigned to a diplomatic post in a foreign country to
gather information

(to be an) attitude
to be a temperament, disposition, personality, mental state, frame of
mind, outlook, inclination, leaning, twist, bias or prejudice
His attitude has always been positive.
(to be an) attitude
to be an air, mood, guise, appearance, stance, pose, stand, where one’s
head is or P.O.V. (point of view)
to be an attorney
to be a lawyer, counsel, advocate or (British English) barrister or solicitor
to be an attorney
to be a mouthpiece, legal eagle or beagle, the L.A., D.A, cutter
(negative terms) Philadelphia lawyer, shyster or ambulance chaser
to be an attraction
to be a come-on, bait, lure or teaser, to knock out, knock dead, to make a
hit with, bat one’s eyes at, rope in or sweep off one’s feet, go over
to be an Aunt Edna (British English)
to be an invented prototypically provincial nice old lady
(to be an) auntie
1.
title of affection for one’s aunt
2.

(Historical) derogatory title for a grown woman instead of using
‘Miss’ or ‘Mrs.’

to be an Auntie (British English)
to be an affectionate nickname for the BBC
(to be an) Auntie Times (British English)
to be the newspaper, The Times (of London)

to be an Aunt Jemima
to be an offensive and derogatory term for an overweight
black woman
to be an Aunt Jemima
to be an offensive and derogatory term for a subservient
black woman
to be an Aunt Sally (British English)
to be a figure who is an easy target for criticism
to be Aunt Sally (British English)
to be a trial balloon, to be a proposal submitted for criticism
to be an au pair (French in English)
literal translation: even, equal, at the pair
to be a young foreign woman working as a nanny in return
for room and board
to be an aurochs
(Europe) to be a wild ox who is now extinct, ancestor of the
modern cattle
to be an aurochs
(Europe) to be an European bison
to be an Aussie (British English)
to be an Australian
Why are you so surprised? He is an Aussies and Aussies tend
to be conservative.
to be an Aussie kiss (British English)
to be oral sex

to be an Aussie steak (British English)
to be mutton
to be an author
to be a writer, spinner of yarns, narrator or wordsmith
to be an author
(type) play write, script writer, biographer, speech writer, reporter,
reviewer, critic reviewer, lyricist, pamphleteer, poet, chronicler, historian,
correspondent, (British English) penny-a-liner, editorialist, columnist,
anthologist or comedian
to be an author
(person who writes a book for another) to be a ghost or ghost writer
to be an author
to be a creator, producer, parent or originator
to be an authority figure
to represent authority or power
Although she is only their older sister, she is an authority figure to
them.
to be an Authorized Version
to be the official version of the Bible (King James version), also called
King James Bible
to be an autocrat
to be a dictator, absolute ruler or monarch, despot or supreme master
to be an autocrat
to be an ass-kicker, bossy or iron-handed
to be an auto de fé (Spanish in English)
to be a day set apart by the Inquisition for the punishment of

heretics and the absolution of those who renounce their heretical
doctrines
to be an autodidact
to be a person who is self-taught
to be an autologophagist
to be one who eats his or her own words
to be an autograph
to be a cross, X, John Hancock or handle
to be an automobile
to be mean machine, wheels, low rider, bear bait or food
to be an automobile
(type) to be a four wheeler, van, hog, stretch limo, limo, jeeper-creeper,
goat, job, beamer or benzo
to be an automobile
(negative) to be a lemon, junker, bone shaker, gas guzzler,
death trap, bucket, cheap heap or junk heap,
to be an automobile accident
to be a fender-bender, crack-up, smash up, total, stack or pile
to be an average joe
to be an everyday man, run of the mill, garden variety or
fair to middling
to be an average working joe
to be an average worker, working stiff or laborer, not
be an executive or manager
It is horrible being an average working joe. We are the
ones who pay the taxes.

to be an average working stiff
to be an average working joe, worker or laborer
Although I am an average working stiff, I do know
something about economics.
to be an averruncator
to be a pole for pruning trees
to be an aviation blonde (British English)
to be a box blonde, to be blonde as a result of dying one’s hair
You look surprised. You didn’t know that she’s an aviation blonde.
to be an awlarse (British English)
to be a contemptible, objectionable, offensive, repugnant
or obnoxious person
He is an awlarse who will do whatever.
to be an axe
to be a guitar or saxophone
to be an axe wound (British English)
to be a vagina

to be a B…

to be a B and S (Australian English)
to be a dance held in the rural area of Australia
to be a b-boy
to be a young male who is part of hip-hop culture
to be a B-list actor
to be a working actor who never became famous or recognized
to be a B-movie
to be a cheaply made, badly-written film, with no-name or
less famous actors
Although it was a B-movie, it was pretty good.
to be a baa lamb (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a tram (American English: trolley car)
to be a baap (Hindi in English)
to be a father
to be a baas (South African English)
to be a derogatory and insulting term for a white man who is in
charge of Coloreds or Blacks
to be a baasie (South African English)
to be a derogatory and insulting term and form of address for a
young white male
to be a baba (Hindi in English)
to be a father
to be a baba (Hindi in English)
to be a respectful term for an older man

to be a baba (French in English)
to be a type of fruit cake
to be a babalaas (South African English)
to be a hangover
to be a bab
to be a term of affection equivalent to ‘dear’
to be a babbling brook (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a crook
to be a babe
to be an attractive young woman
She’s a babe. I would like to know her.
to be a babe in the woods
to be an innocent, be wet behind the ears
She's is like a babe in the woods.

to be a babe magnet
to be a sexually desirable male who attracts female
They like going out with John since he’s a babe magnet.
to be a babe magnet
to be a sleek sexy car which attracts women
I don’t want that car; it is a family car. I want a Hummer.
It’s a babe magnet.
to be a babu (Hindi in English)
to be an office worker

to be a babu
to be a respectful term for an educated older man
to be a baby
to be one’s lover or spouse
to be a baby boomer
to be a person born in the U.S. between 1946 to 1964
Bill Clinton is a baby boomer.
to be a baby giraffe (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
half pint of beer
to be a baby grand
to be the smallest of the grand pianos
to be a baby mother (street slang)
(male to female) to be the mother of one’s child or children
to be a baby father (street slang)
(female to male) to be the father of one’s child or children
to be a baby’s dummy (British English)
to be a rubber or plastic pacifier
to be a baby watcher (British English)
to be a baby-sitter or child minder
to be a Bacardi Breezer (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a freezer
to be a baccy (British English)
to be tobacco

to be a bach (Australian and New Zealand English)
to be a small holiday house
to be a bachcha (Hindi in English)
to be a young person
to be a bachelor’s party
to be a party for a male who is soon to be married
(to be) a backbone
1.
to be fortitude, courage or guts
When are you going to get a backbone?
2.

to be principles or character
She has a backbone; therefore, she is someone you can trust.

3.

to be stamina, resolve or firmness
I respect him because think what you like, he has a backbone.

to be a back-breaker
to be a very difficult job or chore
I don’t know if I can do this; no one can. It is a back-breaker.
to be a back door
to be done in secret, under the table, in the dark,
or far from everyone's view
By anyone's definition, this is a back door deal.
to be a backhander
to be a sudden surprise slap with an open hand
He was so mad at his wife that I really thought that he was going
to give her a backhander.
to be a back seat driver
to try to control something which is not one's responsibility

Stop being a back seat driver in your son's life. He is a man.
Let him be a man!
to be a backer
to be a supporter, proponent, or advocate
She is a backer of many movements.
to be a backhanded compliment
1.
to be a remark that appears to be a compliment but
in reality is an insult
I am not stupid; that was a backhanded compliment.
2.

to be a two-faced, hypocritical, deceitful, insulting,
and inappropriate remark
I have not been so insulted; that was a backhanded
compliment.

to be a backhander (British English)
kickback, hush money, pay off, money given illegal
That was a backhander; therefore, I want none of it.
to be a backie (British English)
to be a backseat passenger on a motorcycle
You are always a backie. Why not get your own bike?
to be a backlash
to be a recoil, rebound, reflex, or response
This is a backlash to what happened last year.
(to be) a backroom
to be the place where secret deals are made or brokered
Do you have a backroom? We can talk there.

to be a backroom deal
to be an illegal or underhanded business or political transaction
His nomination was a backroom deal.
to be a back slang (British English)
to be a slang which is created by spelling words backwards
to be a backscratcher
to be a person who exchanges a favor for a favor
He is not ashamed that he is a backscratcher.
to be a backslapper
a person who is friendly in order to get or accomplish something
Although he seems nice; he is nothing but a backslapper.
to be a backsword
to be a sword with only one cutting edge
to be a backwater
to be the marginal area of geographical area
Philadelphia is a backwater of New York.
to be a backwoodsman
to be someone who is considered uncouth, unsophisticated,
uncultured or unrefined
to be a backwoodsman (British English)
to be a peer who rarely attends the House of Lords
to be a bacon sarnie (British English/ rhyming slang/ cockney)
Pakistani

to be a baculus
to be a staff or power symbol
to be a bad apple
to be a car which does not very well and is constantly
breaking down
I have the worst luck in cars. This car is a real apple.
to be a bad apple
to be a trouble maker, to be a person who is always looks
for problems or trouble
He’s a bad apple who will cause us a lot of headaches.
to be a badass
to be an aggressive, dominant or fearless male
Because he belongs to a gang, he think that he is a badass.
to be a bad break
to be bad luck, to be luckless or unfortunate
What a bad break! Maybe you can make it next week.
to be a bad egg
to be born bad, be innately bad
There was nothing you could have done to help
him. He is a bad egg.
(to be) a bad headache
to be a pain or ache in one’s head, having one’s head ache, terrible
headache, migraine, headache, bad headache
I have such a bad headache that I can’t go to the movies with you.
(to be) a bad feeling

to have qualms, have a funny feeling, misgivings, bad vibes,
have an odd feeling
I don’t want to do this; I have a bad feeling.
to be a bad hair day
to be a day which nothing goes right
This is an especially bad hair day. I think I should just give
up and go home.
to be a bad hat (British English)
to be a bad seed or egg, to be born bad
He is, and will always be, a bad hat.
to be a bad lot (Australian English)
to be a bad group of people, to be a group of hooligans
or trouble-makers
Stay away from them; they’re a bad lot.
to be a badmash (Hindi in English)
to be a dishonest, immoral, bad or unprincipled person
a bad nigger (to be used with great care)
to be a black man who is greatly respected and/or feared
That is a bad nigger. I would not mess with him.
to be a bad patch (British English)
to be a rough patch, to be going through a hard period
to be a bad penny
to be born bad, innately bad
He is a bad penny.

to be a bad seed
to be born bad, be innately bad
He's a bad seed.
to be a baddie
to be the villain, heavy or fiend in a film
I can’t believe that he is a baddie in the movie. He
normally plays the goodie.
to be a badly packed kebab
to be the female genitals
to be a baetylus
(antiquity) to be a sacred stone of any shape which serves as a
symbol of divinity
to be a bag
to be a woman’s handbag
Have you seen my bag?
to be a bag
to be baggage or luggage
This is a bag just like the one I lost on the plane
to be a bag
to be a derogatory and insulting term for an ugly
or unattractive woman
She’s a bag. What are you doing with her?
to be a bag
to be an insulting way to refer to one’s wife or girlfriend
I like you, man but, frankly, your old lady is a bag.

to be a bag
a small portion of drugs sold by a drug deal
How much is a bag?
to be a bag for life (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a wife
to be a bag job
to be theft or robbery of computer files
It was a bag job by someone in the company.
to be a bag lady
a older or old homeless woman who keeps all her belongings
in shopping bags
Her greatest fear was that she was going to be a bag lady.
to be a bag man
a person whose job it is to pick up money which has been
extorted or gotten by force
I’m only a bag man. If you have any problems with paying the
money, I’m not the person to talk to.
to be a bagman
(synonymous to commercial traveler) to be a traveling salesman
to be a bag of bones
1.
derogatory term for a very thin or skinny person
She's nothing but a bag of bones.
2.

to be gaunt, emaciated or wasted
She thinks that she is slim; the reality is that she
is a bag of bones.

to be a bag of fruit (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a suit
to be a bag of sand (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a grand (a thousand)
to be a bag of nerves
to be a very nervous, timid or tense person
She has always been a bag of nerves.
(to be) a bag of tricks
to be the techniques that one uses in order to achieve one’s goal
To win the election, he has quite a bag of tricks.
to be a bag of yeast (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a priest
to be a bag of yeast (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a beast
to be a bag of wank (British English)
to be bad, below standard, below par, no good or shoddy
How was it? It was a bag of wank. Anymore questions?
to be a bag of worms
to be a lot of trouble or problems, be a hot potato
Can’t you see that this is a bag of worms.
to be a bag of wind
to be a person who brags or boasts a lot
You can not believe him; he’s nothing but a bag of wind.

to be a bag puncher
a fighter
to be a baggage
to be a prostitute, harlot, street walker or whore
to be a baggage
to be a woman who is seen as loose or sexually provocative
to be a bagging (British English)
to be a snack, to be food eaten between meals
to be a Baked Bean (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a queen
to be a baker’s dozen
to be a dozen plus one, thirteen
to be a Bail of Hay (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be gay
to be a bailiff (British English)
1.
to be a sheriff assistant
2.

to be an estate or farm manager

to be a bailiwick (British English)
to be a district within which a bailiff has jurisdiction
to be a bailiwick
to be one’s specialization, to be one’s special field of interest
or authority
to be a bain-marie (French in English)

a large double-boiler
to be a bairn (Scottish English)
to be a child, to be a son or daughter
to be a bakehouse (British English)
to be a bakery
to be baksheesh
(Turkey, Egypt and countries further east) a tip or gratuity
to be a Balaclava (British English)
to be a woolen helmet
to be a balayeuse
to be a ruffle placed on the inside of the bottom of a woman’s
dress to protect it
to be a balbriggan
to be a knitted cotton material used for underwear like
that made in Balbriggan, Ireland

to be a baldachin
to be a rich brocade, originally made of silk and gold
to be a baldachin
1.
to be a canopy carried in church processions
2.

to be a canopy placed over an altar or throne

to be a baldachin
to be a marble or stone structure, similar to a canopy, built
over an altar
to be a bald-headed hermit

to be the penis
to be a bald-headed mouse
to be the penis
to be a baldhead (Jamaican English)
to be a person who is not a Rastafarian
to be a baldmoney
to be a spignel, to be a parsley plant with white flowers found
in the mountainous areas of Europe
to be a baldy
to be a person, normally males, who has no hair or who
is going bald, to be a bald-headed person
to be a ball
to be a testicle
to be a ball
to be a good or enjoyable time
Last night, the dance was a ball. I never had so much fun.
(to be a) ball
to a baseball, football or soccer ball
Let’s play some ball. I need the exercise.
to be a ball-ache (British English)
to be problematic or troublesome, to be a pain
to be a ball and bat (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a twat (to be a stupid, dumb, disgusting or revolting person)
to be a ball breaker

to emasculate, constantly test a male to humiliate
or humble him
She is a ball breaker because she hates men.
to be a ball breaker
to be a very difficult job, task or chore
I don’t know if I can do this; no one can. It is a ball-breaker.
to be a ball buster
to be an extremely difficult problem
This math problem is a real ball buster.
to be a ball buster
used to describe a woman who uses her power to humiliate others,
especially but not exclusively males
I wouldn't take her class. She's a ball buster.
(to be) a ball game
to be a baseball game
I went to a ball game last night.
to be a ball and chain
to be a negative and insulting way to refer to one’s wife
You marry her; she will be a ball and chain who will drive
you to murder.
to be a Ball of Chalk (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a walk
to be a ball of fire
to be an exceptionally motivated and positive person
I love being around him. He’s such a ball of fire.

to be a ball park
to be the place where baseball is played
to be a ball tearer
to be excellent, outstanding, very good or none better
That was a ball-tearer of a movie. I think that I’ll see it again.
to be ball wracker (British English)
a person who emasculates, or who constantly humbles a male
to humiliate him
She is a ball wracker because she hates men.
to be a ball wracker (British English)
to be a very difficult job, task or chore
I don’t know if I can do this; no one can. It is a ball-wracker.
to be a ballock (British English)
to be a testicle
to be a balloon
used to show speech in a comic strip
to be a balloon car (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a bar or saloon bar
to be a balls up (British English)
to be a mess, to be a bungled or botched up situation
to a ballsy person
to be a person who is brave, bold, gutsy or courageous
to be a ballsy person

to be aggressive, assertive or belligerent
He is one of the most ballsy persons that I have ever known.
to be a Balmain kiss (Australian English)
to be a butting or ramming of the head, to be a head butt
to be a bam (Scottish English)
(short for a bampot) to be derogatory term for a person who
is silly or stupid, to not have the sense that one was born with, to be a
featherhead or brain
to be a bamboozler
1.
to be trickster or cheater
2.

to be someone who bamboozles or confuse
He is such a bamboozler that I don’t know what side is up.

to be a bampot (Scottish English)
(short for a bamper) to be derogatory term for a person who
is silly or stupid, to not have the sense that one was born with, to be a
featherhead or featherbrain
to be a bamstick (Scottish English)
(short for a bamper) to be derogatory term for a person who
is silly or stupid, to not have the sense that one was born with, to be a
featherhead or brain
to be a banana (British English)
a penis
to be a banana
an insulting or derogatory term for an Asian person who is perceived ‘to
act or behave like a white person’ (yellow on the outside but white on the
inside)
to be a banana bender (Australian English)
to be someone from Queensland

to be a banana republic
to be a derogatory term for a small unstable country whose
economy is controlled by a single export
to be a band-aid
a temporary remedy or solution
This is nothing but a band-aid. You’re only putting off the problem.
to be a bandh (Hindi in English)
to be a general strike
to be a bandog
to be a dog kept tied up as a watchdog or dog who needs to be
constantly controlled
to be a bandog
to be a bloodhound
to be a bandoline
to be a smelly hair goo used for the purpose of glossing one’s hair or
for keeping it in shape
to be a bandy-bandy (Australian English)
to be a small, nocturnal, poisonous snake native to Australia
to be a bandwagon
to be a part of the crowd or the consensus, to go with the flow
I refuse to jump on the bandwagon. I think that he is innocent.
to be a bang
1.
to be a hard blow with a club, to be a stroke, hit, slap
or wallop, to be a resounding thwack or whack

2.

to be an explosive noise, to be an explosion, boom, clap,
clash, thump or thud
That was a loud bang. What happened?

(to be) a bang
to be energy, vitality, pep, zip or vim
That drink gave me a bang. I feel fantastic.
to be a bang
to be a thrill, excitement, boost or charge
to be a bang
to be an act of copulation, to be the act of having sexual intercourse
to be a bang board
to be a large board mounted along one side of a wagon against which
corn huskers toss the ears of corn, causing them to rebound into the
wagon
to be a bangle ear
(spaniel or bloodhound) to be an ear that hangs loosely
(to be) a bang-up job
to be an excellent or fantastic job
You did a bang-up job. Congratulation!
to be a banger (British English)
to be a sausage
to be a banger (British English)
to be an old car which barely works
His car is a banger and I’m not going to the dance
in that.
to be a bank cheque (Australian English)

to be a cashier’s check
to be a bank holiday (British English)
to be a legal holiday
to be a banker (British English)
to be a fisherman from Newfoundland
to be a banker (British English)
to be a sure bet, to be a bet that one can not lose
I swear to you that this is a banker. You can’t lose.
to be a banker (Australian and New Zealand English)
to be a river that has flooded its banks
to be a bankroll
to be a large roll of money
Where did you get so much money? That’s a bankroll big
enough to choke a cow.
to be a banker’s order (British English)
to be a money transfer order
to be a banlieue (French in English)
1.
to be the territory outside the walls but within the legal limits
of a town or city
2.

to be a suburb

to be a bantling
to be a young child
to be a bantling
to be a brat

to be a bantling
to be an immature product such as an author or artist
to be a bap (British English)
to be a hamburger roll or bun
to be a baptism of fire
(early Christian Church) to be martyrdom
to be a baptism of fire
to be the first experience of a soldier or regiment under fire
or in a combat
I guess that was a baptism of fire. I’m glad that it is over.
to be a baptism of fire
to be any experience that tests one’s courage or strength for
the first time
What has just happened has been a baptism of fire.
to be a barathrum
(ancient Greek) to be a rocky pit outside the walls of Athens where
criminals, dead or alive, were thrown
to be a barathrum
to be a pit, hole or abyss
to be a barathrum
to be the fathomless or bottomless pit of hell
to be a barathrum
to be a relentless devotee or fan
to be a barathrum
to be an extortionist, blackmailer or leech

to be a barathrum
to be a glutton
to be a barman (British English)
to be a bartender
to be a bar-mitzvah
to be the initiation ceremony of a Jewish male who is thirteen
years old and now able to participate in public worship
to be a barge-pole (British English)
to be a ten-foot pole
to be a bar tender
to be a person who serves drink at a bar or tavern
to be a barbie (Australian English)
a barbeque
to be a Barbie Doll
to be a woman who is pretty but dumb, to be a woman who
is dead from the neck up
Yes, she is beautiful but she is also nothing but a Barbie Doll.
to be a Barclays bank (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be the act of masturbation
to be a bard
1.
to be a poet
2.

(ancient Celts) a poet who sang or recited verses of his own
composition, normally accompanied by the harp

3.

(Scotland) a minstrel or wandering musician

to be a bard
to be a piece of horse armor consisting of leather studded with
metal points
(to be a) bare-branch
a Chinese translation of men who are not married and who
have little hope of ever getting married
It is dangerous to have too many bare branches in society.
to be a barefaced lie
to be an obvious lie, to be an audacious, brazen or unblushing lie
What you have just said is a barefaced lie.
to be a barf bag
a sturdy paper bag in which can vomit (normally can be found in
airplanes)
to be a barfola
to be an unattractive college woman
Did you see John’s new girlfriend? She’s a barfola.
to be a Bargain Hunt (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a cunt (to be a stupid, dumb, backward, disgusting or
obnoxious person)
to be a bargirl
to be a woman who works in a bar
to be a barhopper
to be a person who go from bar to bar, drinking in each
I don’t like going out with him. He’s a bar hopper.
to be a barmcake (British English)

to be a non-insulting term for someone who is silly or foolish,
to be a featherbrain or head
He’s nice enough but he is a barmcake, don’t you think?
to be a barmpot (British English)
to be a non-insulting term for someone who is silly or foolish,
to be a featherbrain or head
There no denying it; he is a barmpot.
to be a barmaid (British English)
to be a woman who serves drinks behind a bar in a bar or tavern
to be a barmaid (North American English)
to be a waitress who goes to the tables to take orders and serves
drink in a tavern or bar
to be a Barnaby Rudge (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a judge
to a barman (British English)
to be a male who serves drinks behind a bar in a bar or tavern
to be a barney (British English)
to be a fight, argument or squabble
to be a barroom
to be a place alcohol is served, to be a bar or tavern
to be a barnburner
to be exciting, to not knowing what is going to happen next,
to be thrilling
His reelection is expected to be a barnburner.
to be a barney (British English)

to be a nosey quarrel, loud argument
They had a barney this morning that was rather nasty.
to be a barn owl (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a row ( argument or quarrel)
to be a barrel of laughs
(usually used in the negative) source of enjoyment, pleasure or
amusement
Right now I would not say that life was a barrel of laugh.
to be a barrio (Spanish in English)
to be a neighborhood or district of the city
This is a barrio which contain a lot of ethnic restaurants.
to be a barrister (British English)
to be a trail lawyer
to be a barrow (British English)
to be a two-wheeled cart used by street vendors to sell their wares
to be a barry (Austalian English)
to be fiasco, screw up, blooper or a terrible blunder
That was a barry that he won’t forget anytime soon.
to be a Barry Crocker (Austalian English/ rhyming slang)
to be fiasco, screw up, blooper or a terrible blunder
That was a barry that he won’t forget anytime soon.
to be a Barry Crocker (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a shocker

to be a Barry Nash (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a slash (to urinate or pee, to take a piss)
to be a Barry White (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be an act of defecation
to be a bar crawl (British English)
to go to several bar
They’re went on a bar crawl.
to be a bar steward (British English)
to be a bastard (to be a evil, bad, or extremely disagreeable person)
to be a bash
to be a crushing blow or strike, to be a heavy blow
It was a bash which almost totally destroyed my car.
to be a bash
to be a get-together or party
It’s going to be a bash that you will never forget.
(to be) a bash (British and Australian English)
to be an effort, undertaking, try or attempt
We gave it a bash but I don’t think that it did any good.
to be a bash (Australian English)
to be a drinking spree or binge
to be a bash (Australian English)
to be an act of making loving or having sexual intercourse
to be a bashi-bazouk
(19th century Ottoman Empire) to be a member of the Turkish

irregulars who were notorious for their brutality
to be a basin (British English)
to be a sink
to be a basin cut (Australian English)
to be a bad or unprofessional hair cut, to be a bowl
cut (American English)
to be a basin of gravy (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be one’s baby
to be a basket (British English)
euphemism for bastard
He is a basket!
to be a basket case
to be unable to deal or cope with a situation, to be helpless
Right now she can’t help anyone; she’s a basket case.
to be a bastard
to be a creep, rat or dog
By anyone’s definition, John is a bastard.
to be a Bat and Wicket (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a ticket
to be a bat-fowler
to be a person who catches birds at night by blinding them with
a light or by driving them toward a light and netting them
to be a bat-mitzvah
to be the initiation ceremony of a Jewish female who is thirteen
years old and now able to participate in public worship

to be a batch
to be a bunch, group or grouping
There was a batch of cookies on the kitchen table.
to be a bath (British English)
to be a bathtub
to be a Bath Bun (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be one’s son
to be a bath chair (British English)
to be a wheel chair
to be a Bath Tub (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a pub (bar)
to be a bathe (British English)
to swim, in the sense of having a dip
to be a bathroom tap (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a Jap
to be a batman (British English)
to be a military’s officer’s servant
to be a baton (British English)
to be a nightstick
to be a batsman (British English)
to be a batter
to be a battleaxe (British English)
to be an aggressive, mean, disagreeable or unpleasant older woman

to be a Battle Cruiser (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a boozer (pub or bar)
to be a batterie de cuisine (French in English)
(cooking) to be a set of utensils to prepare and serve food
to be a battering
to be a flogging, whipping, pounding or thrashing
to be a battery operated boyfriend (British English)
to be a sex toy, to be a vibrator
to be a battle cruiser (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a boozer (to be a bar or pub)
to be a battle of wits
to be an intellectual contest to see who is the more intelligent or astute
It has been a battle of wits that I had no intention of losing.
to be a battler (Australian English)
to be a person who fights against the odds and keeps trying despite
failing over and over again
I have to admire her. She is a battler. One day she will succeed.
to be a battue
1.
to be a hunt conducted by driving game from cover to a
place near waiting hunters
2.

to be the game killed by such a hunt

to be a battue
to be any kind of mass slaughter of the weak or unresisting

to be a batty boy (British English)
to be a gay male
to be a batty bwoy (British English)
to be a gay male
to be a batty man (British English)
to be a gay male
to be a batwoman
to be a female attendant who serves a British officer in the services
to be a bawbee (Scottish English)
to be a coin of low value
to be a Bazaar (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a bar
to be a bazillion
to be an amount so great that it is too much to count, to
be more than a lot
That’s a bazillion dollars. I could not owe that much in taxes.
to be a beach bum
to be a person who spends all his time on the beach
Of course, John doesn’t work. He’s a beach bum.
(to be) a beachhead
(normally used as a military term) to be a place to stand on, standing,
base, support, grip on the beach
It was very difficult for the soldiers to get a beachhead.
to be a beak (British English)
1.
to be a schoolmaster or mistress

2.

to be a magistrate

to be a beaker (British English)
to be a cup or mug
to be a Beam me up Scotty (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a totty (to be a sexually desirable or attractive girl or woman)
to be a bean (British English)
to be an ecstasy pill
to be a bean (British English)
to be money or a cent as in ‘I don’t have a cent (bean) to my name. I’m
dead broke.’
to be a bean counter
to be a person, normally an accountant, who is overly
concerned with controlling the budget
He is a bean counter; therefore, he will
stop wasteful spending.

to be a bean eater
to be a derogatory and insulting term for someone from
Mexico, to be a derogatory and insulting term for Mexican-American,
Chicano or Latino
to be a beaner
to be a derogatory and insulting term for someone from
Mexico, to be a derogatory and insulting term for Mexican-American,
Chicano or Latino
to be a bean feast (British English)
1.
to be a party where food and drink are served
2.

to be a company picnic

to be a bean-flicker (British English)
to be a lesbian
to be a beano (British English)
to be a party
to be a bean pole
to be a very skinny person
She’s beyond being skinny. She’s a bean pole.
to be a bear
to be a very disagreeable or contrary person, to
be a grumpy person
Stay away from here! He’s a bear.
to be a bear
to be someone who is in very bad or sour mood, to be
a grouch or crank
It’s Monday morning; therefore, he’s a bear.
to be a bear
(Stock Exchange) to be a person who sells shares high with the
hope of buying them back at a lower price, to be an under seller
or speculator
to be a bear garden (British English)
to be a place of uproar, disarray or tumult, to be a three-ring circus
to be a bear pit (British English)
to be a place of uproar, disarray or tumult, to be a three-ring circus
to be a bear pit (Australian English)
to be a place of political debate, such as a parliament or senate,

where no-hold bar political wrangling or debates take place
The House Representative is much more a bear pit than the Senate.
to be a béarnaise sauce (French in English)
to be a sauce of egg yolks, shallots, tarragon, butter, vinegar,
and white wine
to be a bear’s paw (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a saw
to be a bearded clam (British English)
vulgar term for a woman’s sexual organs
to be a beast (British English)
to be an unattractive, plain or ugly woman
She’s a beast. Get rid of her.
to be a beast (Australian English)
to be a large and very old, almost ancient, car
That is a beast. Does it still run.
to be a beast (Australian English)
to be an ugly, homely or unattractive person

(to be) a beat down
to be a beating by a street gang
He got a beat down that sent him to the hospital.
to be a beater
to be an old junker or old broken-down car
Look over there. Now, there is a beater that couldn’t
go a block without falling apart.

to be a beating
to be a defeat, trouncing or trampling
That was a beating that he won’t forget.
to be a beating heart (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a tart (to be a prostitute)
to be a beating heart (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a tart (to be a promiscuous or loose woman)
to be a beau geste (French in English)
to be an act which is bountiful, benevolent,
magnanimous, generous but also futile
to be a beaut
(normally used ironically) to be perfect, idea, remarkable
or superlative
to be a beaut
to be a pretty, beautiful or very attractive person or thing
That car that you just bought is a beaut.
to be a beaver (British English)
to be a vulgar term for a woman’s sexual organs
to be a beaver
to be a woman as only a receptacle for the penis
to be a beaver-flick
to be a film showing naked women
Although it was a beaver flick, it was super boring.

to be a beaver-retriever
to be a lecher, old goat, dirty old man, Don Juan or
womanizer
to be a beck (British English)
to be a brook
to be a bed and breakfast
to be a small inn or guest house where one stays
over night and is given breakfast in the morning
to be a bed bath (British English)
to be a sponge bath
to be a bed bunny
1.
to be a promiscuous or loose young female
2.

to be a promiscuous young female who

to be a bedlamite
1.
to be a patient in a mental hospital
2.

to be a lunatic

to be a bedsit (British English)
1.
to be a one room apartment with a kitchen, to be
a studio apartment (American English)
2.

to be a room in a hotel without a bathroom

to be a bed-sitting room (British English)
to be a combination bedroom-living room
to be a beef
to be lament, quibble, criticism or grievance
What’s your beef? You are never satisfied.

to be a beef bayonet (British English)
playful but somewhat vulgar term for the penis
to be a beefcake
to be a handsome muscular male who is not very intelligent
to be a Beecham’s Pill (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a bill (invoice or statement)
to be a Beecham’s Pill (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a still (photograph or photo)
to be a beefeater (British English)
to be a guard or (British English) warder of the Tower of London
to be a beer-belly
to be a large-protruding belly (usually as a result of drinking too
much beer)
That is a beer--belly that’s hard to miss. He looks pregnant.
(to be a) beer garden
to be a bar or tavern
Let’s go down to the beer garden to get a beer.

to be a beer-gut
a large-protruding belly (usually as a result of drinking too much beer)
That is a beer-gut that’s hard to miss. He looks pregnant.
to be a beetle-crusher (British English)
to be a large boot
to be a beggar (British English)

to be as a synonymous to the American English slang term ‘guy’ as
in to be a ‘miserable’ or ‘happy’ beggar
to be a Beggar Boy’s Arse (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a brass (prostitute, hooker or call girl)
to be a Belisha beacon (British English)
to be a street crossing light
(to be) a bell (British English)
to be a call, telephone call
When you get time, give me a bell.
to be a bellboy
to be an attendant in a hotel who performs services for the
guests, i.e. to take the guests’ baggage to their room
He is a bellboy in one of the most important hotels in New York.
to be a belle
to be a very attractive or beautiful female
(to be a) belle
to be the most attractive or most popular woman or girl of a certain
place or on a given occasion, i.e. to be the belle of the ball

to be a bellyful
to be all that a person can tolerate, or take
No, no more. It's a bellyful.
to be a belt (British)
to be a woman’s girdle
to be a Belt Buckle (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)

to be a chuckle (to have a laugh)
to a belt-tightening
to reduce or cut cost, to save money
This is a belt-tightening that is going to hurt
a lot of people.
to be a beltway insider
to be someone who is part of the political class or elite
of Washington, DC
He is a beltway insider so I would listen to what
he has to say.
to be a belvedere
to be the uppermost story of a building open to the air for
the purpose of giving a view of the country
to be a belvedere
to be a cigar which is shorter and thinner than a corona
to be a belvedere
to be a summerhouse on an eminence in a park or garden
to be a Ben Dover (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a hangover
to be a benchwarmer
to be a member of the team but who does not play
It is easy to be a benchwarmer. You don’t do anything but watch.
to be a bend (British English)
(road) to be a curve
to be a bender (British English)

to be a trailer truck
(to be) a bender
to be a drinking binge or spree, to drink continuously for a
long period of time (usually a couple of days or a weekend)
Because I went on a bender this weekend, I didn’t do any of my work.
to be a bender (British English)
a derogatory and insulting term for a gay male (short for a gender
bender)
to be a benedick
(from Shakespeare/ Much Ado About Nothing) to be a bachelor who
finally falls in love
to be a benedick
to be a recent bridegroom previously a confirmed bachelor
to be a Benedict Arnold
to be a Brutus, Castilinarian or backstabber, to betray
To be a Benedict Arnold is to be a traitor.
to be a Benedict Arnold
to be a traitor, Brutus or backstabber, to betray, to play Judas
To be a Benedict Arnold is to be a traitor.
to be a benison
to be a blessing or benediction
to be a benny (British English)
to be a fit of angry or a tantrum
to be a berk (British English)
to be an unpleasant person who is a fool, meatball, dolt or ass

to be a berk (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
a woman’s sexual organs
to be a Berkshire Hunt (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a cunt (to be a stupid, dumb, backward, disgusting or
obnoxious person)
to be a berm (British English)
(road) to be a shoulder of
to be a Bernard Matthew (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a queue (to be a line)
to be a besom
to be a broom consisting of twigs tied to a handle
to be a besom
(figuratively) to be any utensil which cleanses
to be a bête (French in English)
to be a beast or beast like person
to be a bête noire (French in English)
to be a person is particularly disliked, fear and/ or avoided
to be a bethel (British English)
to be a chapel
to be a Betty Grable (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a table
to be a bevy
to be group of young men and women

There was a bevy of youngsters screaming, hollering
and causing havoc.
to be a bibi (Indian English)
to be a man’s wife
to be a Bex (Australian English)
to be a cup of tea
to be a big dipper (British English)
to be a roller coast
to be a Bible-banger
to be a fundamental Christian preacher or person who always
quotes the bible, to be evangelistic
to be a Bible-basher (Australian English)
a fundamental Christian preacher or person who always
quotes the bible, to be evangelistic
to be a bibliognost
to be a well-read lover of books
to be a bibliographer
to be a writer of books
to be a bibliolater
to be a worshipper of the Bible and a devout believer in its
literal translation
to be a bibliolater
to be a person who loves books exceedingly
to be a bibliolite
to be a laminated schistose rock also called a book stone

to be a bibliomane
to be a person who has a mania for acquiring books
to be a bibliopegist
to be one who binds books
to be a bibliophile
to be a book lover
to be a bibliopolist
to be a bookseller
to be a bibliotaph
to be one who stows away or hides books
to be a bibliothec
to be a librarian or one who has charge of a collection of book
to be a bibliotheca
to be a collection of books or library
to be a bibliotheca
to be a book seller’s catalogue
(to be) a bicky (British English)
to be (British English) a biscuit or (American English) a cookie
to be a bien pensant (French in British English)
to be a person who is strict, conventional, conservative, stiff-neck,
orthodox or fixed

to be a biffa (British English)
to be an insulting and derogatory term for a woman who
appears male-like

to be a biffo (Australian English)
to be a squabble, altercation, dispute, blow-up or fight
That was a biffo like I haven’t seen before.
to be a bigass
to be a person who has very large buttocks
You can’t miss her. She’s a bigass.
to be a bigass
to be a self-important, pompous, overbearing, arrogant or
conceited person
He’s a bigass who thinks that the world revolves him.
to be a big boy
to be usually said to a male child to tell him that he is no
longer a baby or a little child
You are a big boy now. If there is a problem, you can
not start crying. You have to tell me what the problem is.
to be a big boy
to be said to a man by a woman, referring to the male’s genitals
Yes, you’re right. You are a big boy.
to be a big cat
to be a lion, tiger, cheetah or other animals who belong to
the family Felidae
to be a big cheese
to be a very important person, to be someone who can not be ignored
He’s a big cheese in the company so be careful.

to be a big dick
the big guy, the big or biggest fish in the pond,
the kingpin, the big cheese or the boss
You might think that you are a big dick but you’re not.
You are just like we are, no more or no less.
to be a big fish in a small pond
to be the most important person in a small
organization, place or town
Anybody can be a big fish in a small pond.
to be a big frog in a small pond
to be the most important person in a small
organization, place or town
Anybody can be a big frog in a small pond.
to be a big girl’s blouse (British English)
to be an insulting way to refer to a person who is good
for nothing, to be a useless or ineffectual person
to be a big gun
to be a powerful, formidable or influential person
I would not go up against him; he is a big gun in
the field of music.
(to be) a big head
to be self-worshipping, puffed up or conceited
He has such a big head that I can not stand to be around him.
(to be) a big-head
to be conceited, snobbish or proud, to be with one's nose in
the air, to be stuck up, swell- headed, smug or cocky
He has such a big head that I doubt he even knows that you exist.

to be a big hitter
to be a person who is very important, of great consequence or import
He is a big hitter in the Republican Party. I would treat him
with great respect.
to be a big mouth
to be a braggart, blowhard, peacock or boaster
He is a big mouth. He loves to go around tooting his own horn.
to be a big mouth
to speak or talk too loudly
She is a big mouth who must is embarrassing.
to be a big name
to be someone who is famous in a particular field
In the world of sci-fi literature, she is a big name.
(to be) a big nose (North American English)
to concern oneself with the affairs or business of another
Be careful, she has a big nose, always sniffing around looking
for info.
to be a big nose (British English)
to be someone who is famous in a particular field
In the world of sci-fi literature, she is a big nose.
to be a big note (Australian and New Zealand English)
to be a boastful person, to be a braggart, windbag or gasbag
to be a big note (Australian and New Zealand English)
to be a person who exaggerates, inflates, blows out of proportion
or overstates his importance and the wealth that he has

to be a big shit
to be a obnoxious, disgusting, abhorrent or detestable person
He’s nothing but a big shit. Everyone hates him.
to be a big shit
to be important, of high station, high ranking or top level, to
be the big fish or the boss
He is quite a big shit in the company.
to be a big shot
to be an influential or important person, being a person
who carries a lot of power
He might think he is a big shot but he's not.
to be a big tent
(political) to be a political party that is tolerant of divergent views
Both Democrats and Republicans claim that their party is a big tent.
to be a big tent
to be a party, community or association which accepts
diversity
There are those who believe that the Republican party
is a big tent party. I do not.
to be a big ticket item
an expensive or costly article such as a car, a washing machine
or boat
This is a big ticket item; therefore, it is going to cost you a lot.
to be a big wheel (British English)
to be a Ferris wheel

to be a big wig
to be an important person, to be a big fish, to be someone
who gets his or her phone call returned
He is a big wig not only here but also in Washington.
to be a bike
to the abbreviation and informal term for a bicycle
This is a bike that will you for years. That’s why it is so expensive.
to be a bight
to be a bend or small bay between two points of land
to be a bight
to be a loop in a rope
to be a bight
to be a curve or bend in a river or coast line, to be a coastal curve
to be a bight
to be a bend, fork or hollow in the human or animal body
to be a biker
to be a member of a bike or motorcycle club
to be a bikie
to be a member of a bike or motorcycle club
to be a bikkie (British English)
to be a cookie

to be a bill
1.
to be a poster or handbill where information is printed

There is a bill pasted on the fence. I’m going to tear it off.

2.

to be an invoice, statement, list of expenditures
There is still a bill that you haven’t paid.

3.

to be a treasury note, money, paper money, tender,
legal tender or greenback

4.

to be a list, inventory or enumeration

to be a bill (British English)
to be an itemized slip of payment for a restaurant, bar or pub,
(American English) to be a check
to be a Bill and Ben (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a pen
to be a Bill Oddie (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a voddie (to be a vodka)
to be a billabong (Australian English)
to be a waterhole
to be a billiard-saloon (British English)
to be a pool room or billiard parlor
to be Billie Piper (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a windscreen wiper
to be a Billie Piper (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a sniper
to be a billion

to be a thousand millions
to be a billion (British English)
1.
a million millions
2.

a very large or enormous amount

to be a billionaire
1.
to be a person who possesses a billion dollars or pounds
2.

to be a very rich person

to be a bill of quantity
to be a cost estimate
to be a Billy (Australian English)
to be a makeshift container made for boiling water
to be a Billy Bunter(British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a punter
to be a Billy Goat(British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a coat
to be a Billy Goat(British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be one’s throat
to be a Billy Hunt (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a silly cunt (to a person who is contemptible, stupid or ridiculous)
to be a Billy no mates (British English)
to be an insulting way to refer to a person who appears to be without
friends, who is an introvert or who is a loner
to be a Billy Ray Cyrus (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a virus

to be a bimbo
an sexually attractive woman who’s not very intelligent
She’s a bimbo.
to be a bimmer
to be a BMW.
to be a Bin Laden (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a garden
to be a bin lid (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a kid (to be an adolescent)
to be a bind (British English)
to be a nuisance, bother or pain
Frankly, her phone call was a bind.
to be a bind (North American English)
to be an impasse or fork in the road, to be a dilemma or predicament
This is a bind. No matter what I do, I’m wrong.
to be a bindi (Hindi in English)
to be the dot worn in the center of forehead by a Hindi woman
to be a binge
to be a spree or bout
Something must have happened to trigger a binge of this magnitude.
to be a binnie (British English)
to be a trash man, to be a garbage collector
Because he’s a binnie, he works for the city. He gets

paid pretty well.
to be a binman (British English)
to be a trash man, to be a garbage collector
Because he’s a binman, he works for the city. He gets
paid pretty well.
to be a binno (British English)
to be a trash man, to be a garbage collector
Because he’s a binno, he works for the city. He gets
paid pretty well.
to be a bint (British English)
to be a girlfriend
to be a bint (British English/ Arabic in English)
to be an insulting term for a woman
to be a bird (British English)
to be a woman
She’s a bird that I would love to know.
to be a bird
an eccentric, strange or eccentric person
She has always been an odd bird.
to be a bird bath(British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a laugh
to be a birdbrain
1.
to be a fool, stupid or not the brightest person
She is such a birdbrain.

2.

to be a person who is flighty or frivolous
He is a birdbrain who changes her mind on a dime.

3.

to be a person who is backward, simple, dull or empty-headed
Don’t even doubt that he is a birdbrain.

(to be) a bird’s eye view
a broad, quick, general or superficial perspective or understanding
I can’t really give you an opinion; up until now I have
had only a bird’s eye’s view of the property.
to be a bird-strike (British English)
to be the collision of a bird with an airplane
If it is a bird strike, the bird will lose.
to be a Birmingham screwdriver (British English)
to be a hammer
to be a biscuit (British English)
to be a cookie, to be an unleavened bread which is sweet, flat, round
and crispy treat
to be a biscuit and cookie (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a bookie (to be a bookmaker or someone who takes bets)
to be a biscuit and cookie (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a rookie (to be a new person on the job)
to be a bish (British English)
to be a mistake, error, slip or slip-up
to be a Bish Bash Bosh (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)

to be a water (to take a shower or bath)
to be a bistro
to be a small, cheap restaurant
to be a bit
to be a little, to be somewhat or rather, to be to a certain extent
Yes. She was a bit angry. I guess that she didn’t think the joke
was funny.
to be a bit (adjective)
to be used to understate or to say without hurting or causing
a lot of reaction
Yes. I saw her. And you’re right, she’s a bit fat.
(she’s a bit fat means that she is really fat)
to be a bit (British English)
to be an insulting term for woman or female
to a bit missing (British English)
to be feeble-minded or not all there, to be feather-brained
to be a bit of a knock (British English)
to be a tough or hard break
to be a bit of a
to be somewhat, to not be in extreme
Yes, I have to admit that he’s a bit of a scoundrel.

to be a bit of a nasty cut (British English)
(said when a person has either been injured or has injured his or herself
and the cut, wound or laceration is deep, bleeding and probably needs
stitches)

That’s a bit of a nasty cut, you’re going to need a couple of stitches.
to be a bit of all right (British English)
(usually refer to women) to be sexually attractive or pretty
Yes, I’ve seen her and she’s a bit of all right.
to be a bit of fluff (British English)
to be a woman as a sexual object, to be a sexual partner, to
be a piece of ass
to be a bit of goods (British English)
to be an attractive or good-looking woman, to be quite a dish
to be a bit of rough
to be a sexual partner who is poorer, less educated and
less sophisticated
to be a bit of skirt (British English)
to be a woman as a sexual object, to be a sexual partner
to be a bit of spare (British English)
to be a person who is always available, sexually speaking
to be a bit of stuff (British English)
to be a woman as a sexual object, to be a sexual partner
to be a Bit o’ Luck (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a fuck (to have sexual intercourse)
(to be) a bit on the side
to be an outside sexual relationship, to have another person
on the side, to have an extramarital affair
I have always had a bit on the side.

to be a bit part
to be a small acting role in a movie, a television program or
in a play
It’s only a bit part but it’s the most that I have ever had.
to be a bit peeved
to be an understated way to say that one is very angry
I do understand why she is a bit peeved. I would be too.
(find other expressions about ‘angry’)
to be a BJ
(abbreviate for a blow job) to participate in oral sex
to be a bitch
to be an annoyance, a pain in the neck, hassle or bother
This job is a real bitch. I don’t know if I can do it.
to be a bitch
to be a woman who complains, protests or is not accepting
She is a bitch from hell. Nothing is good enough for her.
to be a bitch
to be a woman who is in a bad mood or angry
What a bitch!
to be a bitch
to be weak, feeble, not strong, cowardly or yellow
He is a bitch; therefore, he can not be counted on.
to be a bitch
to be a very difficult job or chore
I don’t know if I can do this; no one can. It is a bitch.

to be a bitch-box
to be a public-address system
Get off the bitch-box and deal with this emergency.
to be a bitch kitty
disagreeable, argumentative or malicious woman
Nice?! She is a bitch kitty.
to be a bitch session
to be a meeting where people get together to complain,
squawk or gripe
I didn’t know that this was going to be a bitch session.
to be a bitch slap
to smack or slap someone in the face in order to humiliate
that person (especially a male)
What you need is a bitch slap.
to be a bite
to be a morsel, a tiny piece or mouthful
It had only been only a bite. I didn’t take such a big piece.
to be a bite
to be a wound or cut from an insect
I didn’t fall. It’s a bite. I think it’s a spider bite.

to be a bite (Australian English)
to be a person from whom one anticipates borrowing money
to be a bite (Australian English)

to be a consequence or reaction, to be blow back
to be a bite short of a bikkie
to be not the most intelligent person, to not be the sharpest tool in
the shed, to not be the smart person in the world
By the way that he act, I do believe that he is a bite short of a bikkie.
to be a biting remark
to be a comment or commentary which is sarcastic,
hurting, derisive or scathing
That was a biting remark. What is the matter with you?
to be a bitsa (Australian English)
to be a mongrel or a dog of no particular breed
to be a bitter (British English)
to be a strongly flavored beer which has a bitter taste
to be a bitter ender (British English)
to be person who does not give up or surrender, to
be a person who holds out to the very end
I think that she is a bitter ender. We’ll going to have
to tranquilize her.
to be a bitter enemy
to be a hostile, acrimonious or total and complete enemy
After what happened, she has been a bitter enemy.
to be a bitter pill to swallow
to be a great disappointment, setback or disillusionment
Her betrayal was a bitter pill to swallow.
to be a bitter relationship

to be a corroding, abusive, torturous or agonizing relationship
Without any doubt, that was a bitter relationship.
to be a bitter-sweet ending
to be a ending that is happy tinged with something sad
It was a bitter-sweet ending. Yes she fell in love and got
married but her mother died just before the wedding.
to be a blabbermouth
to have a big mouth, to talk too much, to have diarrhea
of the mouth
She is a blabbermouth who can not keep a secret.
to be a black and white
to be police car
to be a blackboy (Australian English)
to be a type of Australian tree
to be a blackbutt (Australian English)
to be a type of Australian tree
to be a Black and Decker (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a pecker (to be a vulgar term for the penis)
to be a black and tan (British English)
to be a mix drink of beer and stout
(to be) a black eye
to be a discoloration of the skin around the eye as
a result of a blow or slap in the face
I should not have hit him because now he has a black eye.

to be a black eye
to be a mark of shame or dishonor
The slums in the U.S. is a black eye to the country.
(to be) a blackhead
to be a small spot of dirt deep in the skin, usually found along
the lips or on the face
Of course, it figures that on my prom night that I would
get a blackhead.
to be a blackleg (British English)
to be a person who crosses a picket line to work while
his colleagues are on strike
to be a blacklist
to be a list of names of persons who are not to be hired
or who are to be fired, to be a list of unacceptable or suspect persons
to be a Black Maria
to be police van used to transport prisoners
to be a blackout
to be the loss of all electrical power as a result of
power failure
Of course I paid the electricity. Because of the storm
there’s a blackout.
to be a Blackpool tower(British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a shower

to be a blackspot (British English)
to be a section of a road or of a country which is considered
very problematic, i.e. accidents, pollution or high employment
This part of London is a blackspot. The unemployment and

poverty rate is very high.
to be a bladder of lard (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a card
to be a blade of grass (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be an ass
to be a blag
to be a violent robbery, heist or burglary
to be a blag
the act to smooth talk one’s way of getting something or to use
one’s silver tongue to get what one wants
to be a blag artist (British English)
to be possessed of the gift of gab, to be a smooth-talker
Because he is a blag artist, you can not believe a word
that he says.
to be a blagger (British English)
to have a silver tongue, to be a smooth-talker or fast-talker
Because he is a blag artist, you can not believe a word
that he says.
to be a blamestorming (British English)
to be a meeting whose sole purpose is to assign blame on a
mistake which has been made
I thought that we were here to talk. I didn’t know that
this was a blamestorming.
to be a blank check
to be a signed check in which no dollar amount is written
This is a blank check. Who would be so dumb to give you

a blank check?
to be a blank check
to be total and complete freedom to do what one wishes
This permission is not a blank check. There are limits.
to be a blank cheque (British English)
to be a signed check in which no dollar amount is written
This is a blank cheque. Who would be so dumb to give you
a blank check?
to be a blank cheque (British English)
to be total and complete freedom to do what one wishes
This permission is not a blank cheque. There are limits.
to be a blanket bath (British English)
to be a sponge bath or (British) bed bath
to be a blanket finish (British English)
to be a very close finish, to be a photo finish, to win by the nose
My God, I first thought that I had lost. It was a blanket finish.
to be a blast
to be a strong gust of the wind, to be strong blowing of the wind
That was a blast that almost knocked me off my feet.
to be a blast (British English)
to be a puff or inhalation of one’s cigarette
Can I have a blast? I’m dying for a smoke.
to be a blast from the past
to be something which is very nostalgic

Whenever I hear this music, I can’t stop crying. The song is a
blast from the past.
to be a blatant lie
to be lie which is evident, overt, obvious or apparent
It was such a blatant lie that I was flabbergasted.
to be a bleak piece of real estate
to be a desolate, bare and cold piece of land
It is a bleak piece of real estate.
to be bleeder (British English)
to be a contemptible, disgusting or revolting person
He’s a bleeder. He won’t stop until he gets everything.
to be a bleeder (British English)
to be a pathetic, pitiful, miserable or wretched person
He’s a bleeder who can’t seem to get a break from life.
to be a bleeder (North American English)
to be a user or exhorter, to be a person who squeezes or
milk someone
He’s a bleeder. Don’t give him anything or he’ll take
everything that you have.
to be a bleeding heart
to be someone who use pity or emotion to make one's judgment
You can't trust his judgment. He's a bleeding heart.
to be a blemish
to be defect, mark, stain or flaw
This crime will be a blemish on my record.

to be a blessing
to be a benefit, advantage or good fortune
This business has been a blessing.
to be a blighter (British English)
to be a rogue, creep, ne’er-do-well or a lazy bum
to be a blimp
to be a fat, obese or grossly overweight
Have you seen Mary? She’s a blimp.
to be a blimp (British English)
to be a stuff shirt or pompous elderly man, to be a great bore
to be a blind alley
to be an alley that is open only a one end, to be a dead end
Don’t go in there. It is a blind alley.
to be a blind alley
to be a course of action which leads to nothing, to be a situation
which offers no hope of improvement
You should’ve known that this was a blind alley. You had been
warned that it would lead to nowhere.
to be a blind date
to have a date with someone not previously met, to go
on an arranged date
I hadn’t known her before. It was a blind date.
to be a blind Freddie (Australian English)
to be a person who has little or no perception

to be a blind pig (British English)
to be an illegal bar
to be a blind tiger
to be an illegal bar
to be a blinder (Australian English)
to be something which is astounding, flooring,
fascinating or amazing
That was a blinder of a party. I had a very good time.
to a blink of the eye
to be quick, fast or faster than the eye could see
to be a blitzkrieg
to be a quick and deadly assault or onslaught
Can’t you tell that this destruction was a blitzkrieg?
to be a blizzard
to be a snow storm
to be a bloater
to be a fat, overweight or bloated person who is unattractive
I wouldn’t be caught with her dead. She’s a bloater.
to be a blob
to be a thick and irregularly shape drop, to be
a globule, to be a glob
to be a bloc
to be an alliance or coalition
The Western Europe is a bloc to be reckoned with.

to be a block (British English)
to be a large building
to be a block (Australian English)
to be one’s temper (as in to ‘do your block’/to blow one’s top)
to be a blockade
to be a barrier, impediment, stumbling block or obstacle
to be a blockbuster
to be a movie which is a commercial success
Although the movie Crash was not a blockbuster,
it won an Oscar for best picture.
to be a block of flats (British English)
to be an apartment house
to be a blog
to be a web log
to be a blockhead
1.
to be a dunce, lightweight or fool
He is a blockhead who really does not understand.

2.

to be a person who is a chump, sap or schmuck
He is a blockhead who does not think before acting.

(to be a) bloke (British English)
to be a general term for a male (especially a stranger)
Who’s that bloke?
(to be a) bloke (British English)

to be a guy, man, fellow or dude
I don’t know that bloke.
to be a blond
to be a male or female who has blond, fair or
light-colored hair
to be a blonde
to be a female who has blond, fair or light-colored hair
to be a blonde moment (British English)
(humor) to be an instance of being silly, foolish, light
headed or feather-brained
I don’t know what I was saying. It must have been a
blonde moment.
to be a Blood
a member of the street gang, The Bloods (initially only in California)
He’s a Blood; therefore, he’s cool.
to be a blood-bath
1.
to be a mass slaughter of human beings.
This war was a blood bath, pure and simple.

2.

to be a period of great loss or reversal
What happened to all the Internet companies was a
true blood bath.

3.

to be a non-violent but widespread purge or
dismissal of employees or party members
There was a blood bath last night. Everyone is gone
and the company is closed.

to be a blood brother
to be a man that another man has sworn loyalty to (usually
in a ceremonial mingling of blood)
No, he is not my biological brother but he is a blood brother. I see him
as part of my family.
to be a blood curdler
to be that which causes great fright or horror
That novel is a real blood curdler.
to be a blood donor
to be one who donates one's blood in a blood bank
I have never been a blood donor.
to be a blood feud
to be a prolong violent struggle of persons
of the same family, origin, ancestry, or descent
The worst type of war is a blood feud. No one
hates like two brothers.
to be a blood hound
1.
to be a large dog with an extraordinary sense
of smell, excellent hunting dog
2.

to be a person who is a steadfast pursuer
You're not going to get away from him; he
is a bloodhound.

to be a blood horse
to be a thoroughbred horse
to be a bloodletting
to be a violent killing or wounding of people during a conflict

Ever so often, Europe seems to need a bloodletting.
to be a blood relative
to be a connected to someone by blood, i.e. parents, cousins
or grandparents
to be a blood sport
to be the type of sport which involves the maiming and/or
killing of an animal
Hunting is a blood sport.
to be a blood sucker
to be a parasite, bleeder, sponger, moocher, freeloader
He is nothing but a bloodsucker.
to be a bloody idiot (vulgar/British)
to be a damn imbecile, stupid or dumb
He is such a bloody idiot!
to be a bloody Mary
an alcoholic drink made with tomato juice and vodka
to be a bloomer (British English)
to be a blunder, mistake or faux pas
That is a bloomer that you will not forget.
to be a blot
to be a mark, stain, blemish, imperfection or flaw
This will be a blot on her reputation.
to be a blow
to be a shock, stroke of bad luck or ill fortune

The news was a blow.
to be a blow to one’s hopes
to be a severe disappointment, disillusionment or disenchantment
My inability to convince him was a blow to all my hopes.
to be a blowback
to be future consequence of one’s actions
This is a blowback of the wars which we instigated
in the 1980s.
to be a blower (British English)
to be a telephone
to be a blowflame (British English)
to be a blowtorch
to be a blowhard
to be a boastful person, to be a person who brags
or boasts a lot
He is nothing but a blowhard.
to be a blowhard
to be a windbag or braggart, to be a person who
talks big or lays it on thick
I can’t stand being around him. He is a blowhard.
to be a blow-in (Australian and New Zealand English)
to be someone recent to a situation, to be someone who
has just arrived or who has not been in situation since the beginning
What does he know. He’s nothing but a blow-in.
to be a blow job

to be oral sex
to be a blowlamp (British English)
to be a blowtorch
to be a blow-out
to be an occasion when the tire of a vehicle explodes or burst
It was a blow out. That why the driver lost control of his car.
to be a blow out
to be an outburst or explosion of one’s anger
They had a blow out this morning that almost got out of hand.
to be a blow out
(sports) to be a big and easy win
That was a blow out. The opposing team didn’t even come near
to winning.
to be a blow out
(politics) to be a big win or a landslide
This election will not be a squeaker; it will be a blow out.
to be a blow out
to be a lavish social gather, to be a very good party
Saturday, there was a blow out at our apartment building. I
had a fantastic time.
to be a blow out (British English)
to be a spree or binge
to be a blow to one’s pride
to be humiliating or humbling

When my child lie to me in front of his teacher,
it was a blow to my pride.
to be a blow-up
to be an outburst or outpouring of bottled up anger
That was a blow-up that I never want to see again.
to be blow-up
(photograph) to be an enlarged or amplified picture
This is a blow-up of my parents. I’m going to put
it in the living room.
to be a BLT
to be a bacon, lettuce and tomato sandwich
It’s a BLT. Do you want me to make you one?
to be a blubber head
to not be very intelligent, be stupid, foolish, unthinking, imbecile,
witted, stupid, unintelligent, fool, dolt or lout
He is a blubber head who does not know what he is doing.
to be a bludger (Australian and New Zealand English)
to be a slothful, indolent, foot dragging or good for nothing person
to be a bludge (Australian and New Zealand English)
to be an easy, a snap or simple task or chore
to be a blue
(historical) to be a person in the Union Army during
the American Civil War
My father was a blue.
(to be) a blue

dull-

a policeman
When a blue arrives, I’m on my way.
to be a Blue (British English)
supporter of the Conservative Party
You’re wasting your time with her. She’s a Blue.
(to be) a blue (Australian/ New Zealand English)
to be an argument, disagreement, clash, fall out
We had a big blue last night.
to be a blue (Australian/ New Zealand English)
to be a mistake, blunder or error
That was a big blue.
to be a blue (British English)
to be a fan or supporter of Oxford (dark blue) or
Cambridge (light blue) at the different sport games
to be a blue and white
to be police car in New York
There is a blue and white on the corner. Has
something happened?
to be a blue baby
(Pathology) cyanosis: a bluish coloration from the skin caused
by lack of oxygen in the blood
A baby born with cyanosis is a blue baby.
to be a blue-blood
to be a person who is of very high social position
You may think that the you are a blue-blood but

the joke is on you.
to be a blue book (British English)
to be a blue bound report issued by Parliament or
by the Privy Council
to be a blue chipper
to be the best, excellent, outstanding or first rate
(especially in the area of sports)
He is a blue chipper. No one can out run him.
to be a blue coat
to be a policeman
to be a blue collar ballet
to be professional wrestling
to be a blue collar neighborhood
(U.S.) to be a lower to middle-middle class neighborhood
predominated by persons who work in industry
Many blue collar neighborhoods are very conservative.
to be a blue collar worker
1.
to be a worker who is paid by the hour rather than a salary
She is a blue collar worker who must work around the clock.
2.

to be a worker who wears a uniform and who does physically
difficult i.e. machinist or construction worker
To be a blue collar worker is not to necessarily
earn a minimum salary.

(to be a) blue-dog Democrat
to be a conservative Democrat. Such persons usually vote with the
Republicans. (U.S. politics)

Many blue-dog Democrats have changed to the Republican party.
(to be a) blue-eyed boy (British English)
to be one’s fair-haired boy, favorite, preference or the
apple of one’s eye
He is the boss’ blue-eyed boy. He can do no wrong.
to be a blue flag (British English)
to be a European award for clean, tidy and safe beaches
(to be) a blue-hair
to be an elderly woman
I felt that I was being invaded by a bunch of blue-hairs.
to be a blue hell (British English)
to be a trying, difficult, tough or demanding situation
My marriage was a blue hell, pure and simple.
to be a bluejacket
to be an informal term for a sailor in the navy
to be a blue joke
to be an indecent, off-color or risqué joke
You should be careful in what jokes you tell. That
was a blue joke.
(to be a) blue law
to be one of the laws in the U.S. which forbids department
stores and liquor shop being opened on Sunday
Because of the blue laws, it is dead downtown on Sunday.
All the stores are close.
to be a blue-light special

to be a bargain, special or good deal
I bought the purse here. There was a blue-light special.
(to be a) blue Monday
to be any Monday because it is the first day of the week after the
weekend (blue in this context means depressing)
This is an especially blue Monday because it is also
cold and rainy.
to be a blue movie
to be a movie which risqué, indecent, obscene, dirty or vulgar
This is a blue movie; therefore, I would not take a minor to see it.
to be a blue murder (British English)
(in sports) to be a total, utter, complete or absolute defeat
It was a blue murder. The score was five to zero.
to be a blue nose
to be queasy, overnice or overdelicate
She is a blue nose who gets upset quickly and easily.
to be a blue nose
to be a person who is puritanical, strait-laced or prudish or austere
She is a blue nose who is always looking down on everyone.
to be a blue nose
(informal) goody-goody, too nice for words, stuffy,
Victorian, goody two-shoes or Miss Prim and Proper
to be a Bluenose (Canadian English)
a person from Nova Scotia

to be a blue rinser (British English)
to be an elderly or old lady
to be a blue state
(U.S. politics) to be a state where the Democratic
party dominates
California is a blue state.
to be a blue-stocking (British English)
to be a woman who is more interested in books or studies
than in romance
She is nothing but a blue-stocking.
(to be a) bluesman
to be a musician who plays the blues
Most of the great bluesmen had hard and difficult lives.
to be a blunder
to be a mistake, fault, error or stupidity
This is a blunder that I will never forget.
to be a blunt (British English)
to be a marijuana cigarette
to be a blur
to be that which is seen indistinctly, not to be well-focused,
to be indistinct
The ship was just a blur on the horizon.
to be a blushing bride
to be a virgin who is about to get married, to be a virgin bride
She is a blushing bride who has no idea what marriage is.

to be a BMW (Black North American)
to be a Black Man Working
Girl, don’t complain. At least, he’s a BMW.
to be a blur
to be that which is seen indistinctly, not to be well-focused,
to be indistinct
The ship was just a blur on the horizon.
to be a blushing bride
to be a virgin who is about to get married, to be a virgin bride
She is a blushing bride who has no idea what marriage is.
to be a bo-peep (Australian and New Zealand English)
to be a quick look
to be a board (British English)
to be a sign or placard
to be a boarder (British English)
to be a resident as opposed to a day student, to be a student
who lives on campus
(to be) a boat race (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be one’s face
She has a boat that only a mother could love.
to be a bob (British English)
to be a shilling
to be a bob
to be a quick, short, up and down movement

to be a Bob Cryer (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a liar
to be a bobble hat and scarf (British English/ cockney rhyming
slang)
to be a laugh
to be a Bobby (British English)
to be a policeman
He is a Bobby.
to be a bobby-dazzler (British English)
to be an incredible, fantastic or astounding person
to be a Bobby Dylan (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a villain
to be a bobèche (French in English)
to be the cupped-ring of a candle-holder used to capture the
drippings of the candle
to be a bobfoc (British English)
to be an ugly woman with a sexually desirable body
She’s a bodfoc. Just put a bag over her head.
to be a bod (British English)
to be a person or character
to be a bodge judge (British English)
to be a job done badly or poorly, to be a botch-up job

to be a bodega (Spanish in English)
to be a small grocery store

to be a bodega (Spanish in English)
to be a wine cellar
to be a bodega (Spanish in English)
to be a place where wine is sold or to be a liquor store
(to be) a body bag
to be a large bag made to contain human remains
Before a body is placed in a casket, it is kept in a body bag.
to be a body blow
1.
to be a hard hit, during a fight, in the areas from the neck
to the waist
It was a body blow that knocked him out.
2.

to be serious loss, total loss, dead loss, complete loss,
disappointment, trouncing or defeat
His betrayal was a body blow which took him years to get over.

3.

to be a let down, bitter pill, comedown, drubbing or rebuff

to be a body builder
one who exercises to put one’s body in optimum shape,
usually for a competition
She looks so good because she is a bodybuilder.
to be a body corporation
(legal) a person, association, or group of persons legally incorporated, a
company or partnership which is a single entity
(to be) a body double

to be a person used in movies to substitute an actor, usually in nude
scenes
Some actors do not like doing nude scenes; therefore, they use
a body double.
to be a bodyguard
to be a person employed to protect someone (usually a celebrity,
government official or leading business person)
To do his job well, a body guard must be well trained.
to be a body of water
to be a large area water i.e. a lake
It’s a body of water which is being destroyed little by little.
to be a body rub
to be a massage
to be a body search
to be a thorough search of one’s body for drugs, weapons or
other type of counter band
to be a body shell
to be the hard outer core, structure or framework of a vehicle
(to be) a body shop
to be a factory in which the body of a car is either
manufactured or repaired
(to be) a body shop
to be an employee agency which specializes in providing workers
for ground-level jobs
(to be) a body shop
to be a gym or health club

(to be a) body slam
to be a term used in wrestling in which an opponent is lifted, hurled
and thrown on the mat
The body slam that he gave his opponent must have been painful.
to be a body snatcher
to be a person who steals corpses once they have been buried
Because persons used to fear body snatchers, they would bury
their loved-one in unmarked graves.
to be a body snatcher
to be an agency which recruits an already employed executive
to fill the top management position of another company, many
time for a rival company
to be a body type
to be a type of print used in the main text of printed material
(to be) a body type
to be the shape of the body
She has a body type that is hard to dress.
to be a Boer (South African English)
to be a white South African of Dutch descent, to be an Afrikaner
to be a Boer (South African English)
to be an Afrikaner farmer
to be a Boer (South African English)
(during apartheid) to be a white policeman or any one in
the prison system
to be a bof (British English)
to be a boring old fart (old man)

Don’t listen to him. He’s a bof.

to be a boff (British English)
to be sex or sexual intercourse
to be a boff (British English)
to be a blow, hit or punch
to be a boffin (British English)
to be a derogatory and insulting term for a scientist or any
person involved in technical research
to be a boffo (British English)
to be a success or hit
to be a boffolo (British English)
to a joke or a punch line
to be a bog
to be a swamp or marsh
to be a bogan (Australian and New Zealand English)
to be a boring, dull, flat or unexciting conventional person
to be a bogan (Australian and New Zealand English)
to be an ill-bred, uncouth, unmannerly or crude person
to be a bogey (British English)
to be a cop
to be a bogie (British English)
(railroad) to be an open freight car
to be a bogeyman

(used by parents to so that children behave) to be an imaginary
bad or evil spirit who scare children
to be a bohemian
to be an unconventional or unorthodox person, term
usually refer to persons involved in the arts
He will never settle down. He is a bohemian.
to be a boho
to be an abbreviation of bohemian
to be a bohunk
to be insulting and disparaging term for a unskilled person
from eastern Europe
to be a boil
to be an abscess or ulcer
That’s a boil that you have on your leg. Leave it alone.
to be a boiler
to be a derogatory and insulting term for a plain or unattractive woman
to be a boiler house (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a spouse
to be a boiler room
to be a room or place where brokers conduct intensive
telephone campaigns to sell stocks and bonds of either dubious value
or which are highly speculative
to be a boilover (Australia and New Zealand English)
to an astounding, flooring, surprising or totally unexpected defeat of
one’s favorite sports team
to be a boîte (French in English)

to be a night club or cabaret
to be a boîte (French in English)
to be a restaurant
to be a bolillo
to be a derogatory or insulting manner to refer to a Mexican who
is perceived ‘to act or behave white’
(to be brown on the outside but white on the inside)
to be a bollard (British English)
to be a traffic sign or post
to be a bollocking (British English)
to be a harsh or severe admonishment, castigation or reprimand
to be a bollix (Irish English)
to be a silly, ridiculous or foolish person
to be a bollix (Irish English)
to be a disgusting, revolting or obnoxious person
to be a bollock
to be a testicle
to be a bolt from the blue
to happen suddenly and without any warning, to be a sudden and
entirely unforeseen event
His resignation was a bolt from the blue.
to be a bolt-hole (British English)
to be a haven, hideaway or getaway
to be a bomb
(a movie or book) to be bad, below standard,

second rate or no good, to be a flop
This movie is a bomb. How could he have
made it.
to be a bomb (British English)
to be a smash hit or dazzling success
to be a bomb (British English)
to be a fortune (as in ‘to make a fortune’ or ‘to cost a fortune)
a bombshell
to be a great surprise or shocker
What she said was a bombshell.
to be a bombshell
to be an extremely attractive and sexy woman
She’s a real bombshell.
to be a bon vivant (French in English)
to be a person who lives well, to be a person who
surrounds him or herself with luxury
to be a bonbon (French in English)
to be candy
to be a bona vacantia (Latin in English)
literal meaning: to be ownerless goods
(Law) to be a person who dies without an heir
to be a bonce (British English)
to be a person’s head
to be a bone

1.

to be one of the structures used to compose the skeleton

2.

(Anatomy/Zoology) to be an os

3.

to be a structure from an edible animal, used as food i.e.
ham bone

4.

to be ivory, whalebone or tusk

5.

to be a small concession intended to pacify or calm, to be graft, a
lure or gift
The elected official threw us a bone hoping to keep our mouth
shut.

6.

(slang) to be a kickback, payola, hush money or protection money

7.

to be a color

8.
9.

(slang) to be a student who studies diligently
to be a vulgar term for penis

to be a bone addict
to be a woman who is obsessed with sex (with a male)
to be a bone head
1.
to be a person who is stupid, dumb, not very intelligent or dull
He's such a bonehead.
2.

(more stylized/formal) to be someone who is torpid, obtuse, bovine,
undiscerning or slow-witted

3.

(vulgar) to be an asshole, ass or dumb ass

to be a bonehead from the neck up
to be dull-witted, stupid, unintelligent, stupid, foolish or unthinking
He is handsome and can play a mean game of basketball but he
is a bonehead from the neck up.
(to be) a bone-on
to be an erection (of the penis)
to be a bone of contention
center or subject of dispute or problem, controversy, conflict,
debate
Tell me what's is your bone of contention. I would like to nip
this bud now.
to be a bone receptacle
to be receptacle for the ashes or bone of the dead, to be an ossuary
to be a bone scraper
to be a surgical instrument for scraping bones
to be a bone setter
one who sets or treats dislocated, fractured or broken bones
He is a bone setter and not a doctor. A bone setter is usually allowed to
practice only in non-industrialized countries (traditional healer).
to be a bone shaker (British English)
to be a vehicle which poor or bad suspension
This car is a bone shaker.
to be a bone shaker
to shoot craps, to gamble, bet or wager on dices

I wouldn’t trust him with my money. He’s nothing
but a bone shaker.
a bone shaker (British English)
a old car which shakes because of its poor suspension
I don’t like riding in his car; it’s a bone shaker.
(to be) a bone to pick
1.
to be a disagreement, difference of opinion, misunderstanding, or
dispute
I need to talk to you now. I have a bone to pick with you.
2.

(more stylized/formal) to be disaccord, dissidence, altercation,
lack of agreement, dissension or contention

3.

(less formal to informal) to be a quarrel, bickering or squabbling

to be a bone yard
to be a cemetery
This is the bone yard where all my family is buried.
to be a boner
to be the erection of the penis as the result of
being sexually stimulated
to be a boner
to be a slip, goof-up, flaw or dumb mistake
All I can say is that was a boner. You must be
super embarrassed.
to be a bonne bouche (French in English)
literal meaning: a good taste in the mouth

meaning in English: (cooking) an appetizing and sweet item of food at
the end of the meal
to be a bonne femme (French in English)
literal meaning: in the manner of a good housewife
meaning in English: (cooking) prepared or cooked in a simple manner

to be a bonnet (British English)
to be a car hood
to be a Bonnie and Clyde (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a snide (to be a fake, not genuine or authentic)
to be a bonny baby
to be a healthy, not sickly looking or not too thin baby
to be a bonny sum
to be a large or more than sufficient amount
That’s a bonny sum. I do believe that I’m satisfied.
to be a bonsella (South African English)
to be a tip or gratuity
to be a bonsella (South African English)
to be little extra or a bonus
bonzer (Australian and New Zealand English)
to be excellent, first-rate, swell, crackerjack
to be a boo-boo
to be a blunder, mistake, slip-up or error
That was a boo-boo. I did not mean to say that.

to be a boob
to be not very intelligent, be a chump or sap
I can’t believe that you did that. All I can say
is that you are a boob.
to be a boob
breast of a woman
This boob is bigger than that one.
to be a boob tube (British English)
a strapless, elastic tight-fitting top for a woman
to be a booby prize
to be the prize given to the loser
This is a booby prize. It’s nothing to be
proud of.
to be a booby trap
to be a bomb below an apparently innocent object, i.e.
a bomb placed below a body or in a bag
Don’t touch anything. There could be a booby trap here.
to be a booby trap
to be a practical joke in which an object is placed
on top of a door ready to fall when someone passes through
to be a boofhead (Australian English)
to be a scatterbrain, fool, ninny, idiot or simpleton
to be a bookie
(the problem here is the word, bookie. Except in legal gamble
organizations, such as casinos, a bookie is a criminal. His job is to place
bets or to take the bets of others on the outcome of a sporting event
(especially but not exclusively horse races). ‘Bookie’ is slang for
‘bookmaker’ )

I’m not here to hear your life story. I’m a bookie, not a priest!
to be a bookmaker
to be a person who takes and places bets
If you want to make a bet, call John. He’s a bookmaker.
to be a book of words (British English)
to be a libretto
to be a book seller (British English)
to be a bookstore or book shop
to be a bookstall (British English)
to be a newsstand, kiosk or (British English) newsagent
to be a bookworm
to always be reading or have one’s nose in a book
Because he is a bookworm, he never goes out and socializes.
to be a boom and mizzen (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a prison
to be a boom box
to be a large portable radio, to be a ghetto box
That is a nice boom box. Where did you get it?
to be a boomer (North American English)
(short for a baby boomer) to be a person born in the U.S. between
1946 to 1964
Bill Clinton is a boomer.
to be a boomer (Australian English)

to be a large male kangaroo
to be a boomer (Australian English)
to be a large wave
to be a boomerang
to be blow-back, to be an action which has consequences or
which backfires
There’s no other way to put it but what happened was a boomerang.
to be a boon companion (British English)
to be a good pal or friend with whom one enjoys
spending time
to be a boondoggle
to be an extravagant, excessive, overindulgent or squandering project
to be a boong (Australian English)
to be an insulting and offensive term for an Aborigine

to be a boot (British English)
to be a trunk of a car
to be a boot (British English)
to be a homely or plain, to not be the nicest looking or the
most attractive person
to be a bootblack
to be a person who cleans and/or shines one’s shoes
to be a boot boy
to be a close-cropped rowdy and violent young male who
wears heavy boots

to be a bootlegger
to be an illegal seller and distributor of CDs
He’s quite a bootlegger. He even has music that is hard to find.
to be a bootlicker
to be a fawner, backslapper or backscratcher
Because he is a bootlicker, he can not be trusted.
to be boots (British English)
to be a hotel bootblack
to be a boot sale
to be the sale of those articles that no longer needs
to be a booty
(usually refers to a woman’s) to be one’s behind, bottom, derrière or
(British slang) bum
to be a booty call
to be sexual rendezvous, to have sexual intercourse
to be a booze bus (Australian English)
to be a police inspection bus park at the side of road to give a
breathalyzer test
to be a booze cruise (British English)
to be a boat trip from Britain to mainland Europe to purchase alcohol
and cigarette at a cheaper price
to be a boozehound
to be a person who drinks too much, to be an alcoholic
You know where he’s at. He’s a boozehound; he’s in the bar.
to be a boozer

to be an alcoholic
He is a boozer who is going nowhere.
to be a boozer
to be a frequent, heavy or hard drinker, to be one who enjoys
drinking a little too much
to be a boozer
to be a pub or bar
to be a bore
1.
to be a pest, annoyance, nuisance or pain in the ass
2.

to be a drip, wet blanket, pill or loser

3.

to be dulsville or nowhere, to be someone who bores
one to sleep or death

to be a bore (British English)
to be a gauge, to be the internal diameter of a gun barrel
to be a Boris Becker (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a pecker (to be one’s penis)
to be a born and bred (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a bed
to be a borough (British English)
to be a basic unit of local government
to be a boss
(in a job) to be the person in charge
He’s a boss in a start up.
to be a boss
to be the person in charge of a situation or group

Although he is the boss of the group, it does not mean
that he’s my boss.
to be a boss
to be a cow
to be a boss-cocky (Australian and New Zealand English)
to be a farmer who employs field hands
to be a boss-cocky (Australian and New Zealand English)
to be a person in authority
to be a boss hogg (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a bog (to be the toilet)
to be a bossy
to be a cow or calf
to be a bossy boots (British English)
to be very domineering, overbearing or over-aggressively
She is a bossy boots who thinks she can tell everyone
what to do.
to be a bot (Australian English)
to be a perpetual borrower who never has anything to lend
She smokes but never has a cigarette. She is such a bot.
to be a bother
to be a pest, nuisance or annoyance
She is a bother that I can no longer tolerate.
to be a bother
to be an effort, pain or hassle

Please, having you in our home is not a bother.
to be a bother
to be a puzzlement, confusion, bewilderment or perplexity
to be a bother
to be a nag, bore, a pain in the neck or gadfly
to be a bothy (British English)
1.
to be a hut, shack, shed, shanty or (Scot) but-and-ben
2.

to be a one-room cottage

to be a bottle and glass (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be one’s arse (to be one’s bottom or derrière)
to be a bottle and stopper (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a copper (to be a policeman or cop)
to be a bottle blond
to be a person who has dyed his or her hair blond
She is not a natural blonde. She is a bottle blonde.
to be a bottle boy (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be an offensive/insulting term for a gay male
to be a bottle of coke (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a bowler
to be a bottle of pop (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a shop
to be a bottle of porter (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a daughter

to be a bottle of sauce (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a horse
to be a bottle of Scotch (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a watch
to be a bottle party (British English)
to be a party where each guest bring a bottle of alcohol
to be a bottle shop
to be a liquor shop, state store or (British English) off-licence (offie)
to be a bottler (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be someone who has lost his nerves
to be a bottlo (Australian English)
to be a liquor shop, to be a store where one’s buys alcohol
(to be a) bottom feeder
to be of very low social status and who survives by any means possible
Many people consider lawyers and used car salesmen as bottom
feeders.
to be a bottomless pit
to be a persons who eats a lot, to be someone who can eat one
out of house and home
He is a bottomless pit. Two sandwiches is nowhere near enough.
to be a boulder holder (British English)
to be a bra
to be a boulder holder (British English)
to be a jockey strap

to be a bouncer
to be a person who is employed by a bar or club
to keep order
He is so big and masculine because he is a bouncer.
to be a bounder (British English)
to be a rogue, scoundrel, incorrigible, creep
to be a bouquet of assholes
to be an annoying, obnoxious or disgusting person
to be a bounty hunter
to be a person who pursues criminals for money
He is a bounty hunter who will stop at nothing to bring
someone in. He loves money.
to be a Bourke (Australian English)
to be an unsettled and a remote, isolated, far or distant area
to be a boutade (French in English)
to be an escapade, practical joke, trick or prank
to be a bovine
to be a cow, buffalo or bison
to be a bowl of fruit (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a suit
to be a bowler (British English)
to be a derby hat
to be a bowler (British English)

(cricket) to be equal to the pitcher in baseball
to be a bowler hat (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a twat (to be a stupid, dumb, disgusting or revolting person)
to be a bowl of chalk (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a walk
to be a bowler hat
to be a twat (to be a stupid, dumb, disgusting or revolting person)
to be a box
to be one’s vagina
to be a box (gay expression)
to be the male genitals as contained within a garment,
such as underwear
to be a box lunch
(oral sex) to be the genitals of a male
This morning I had a box lunch.
to be a box of birds (Australian and New Zealand English)
to be happy, contented, like a pea in a pod or satisfied
to be a box-room (British English)
to be a very small room used for storage
to be a box-room (British English)
1.
to be a tiny bedroom
2.

to be a storage room

to be a box-shifter (British English)
to be a company which sacrifice customer service in order

to maximize sales
One of the largest retail company in the U.S. is a box-shifter.
to be a box-up
to be a mix-up, blunder or mistake
to be a boycott
to be an organized call to not buy or handle a particular product,
to refrain or abstain from buying or dealing with something as a
form of protest
You can’t buy those. Don’t you know that there is a boycott on grapes?
to be a boy band
to be a singing group of young males to attract pre-teen and younger
teen girls
to be a boy racer (British English)
to be a young male who loves to drive aggressively and fast
in a fancy sports car
to be a boy toy
to be a young male with a older, well-to-do female
He’s at her beck and call. He’s a boy toy.
to be a boy wonder
to be an exceptionally intelligent or bright male child
to be a bra-buster
to be a woman with extraordinarily large breast
to be a bracer
to be a strong or stiff alcoholic drink to help brace
a person to do something difficult or to hear bad news

to be a bracero (Spanish in English)
to be a seasonal laborer in the agricultural sector of the U.S.
to be a brack (Irish English)
to be a cake or pastry filled with fruit
to be a bracket (British English)
1.
to be a large fern
2.

to be an area of land covered with both ferns and undergrowth

to be a Bradbury (British English)
to be a one pound note
to be a braggart
to be a boaster, loud or big mouth, windbag or swagger
He has always been a braggart.
to be a Brahman (Hindi in English)
to be the highest of the Hindu cast
to be a brain
to be a very intelligent or smart person
No wonder he got into Harvard; he is a brain.
to be a brain box (British English)
to be a person who is astute, clever, no one’s fool or on the ball
He’s a brain box so I would be careful in going up against him.
to be a brain-drain
to be the leaving of the educated class to another city or country
There’s a brain-drain beginning to happen in the U.S. .

to be a brainiac
to be a very smart or intelligent, to be an Einstein
to be a brainstorm
to be a meeting or gathering where ideas are produced spontaneously
to be a brainstorm
to be a sudden or out of the blue clever idea
to be a brainstorm (British English)
to be a moment when one is not lucid, rational or mentally capable
to be a brain teaser
to be a puzzle or cross word puzzle
to be a brain trust
to be a group of intellectuals who advises persons in government
and politicians
to be a brain trust (British English)
to be a group of experts who spontaneously answer questions in
front of an audience or on the radio
to be a brand leader
to be a major or principle company in a particular area
Apple is a brand leader in personal computers.
to be a brand name
to be the name, mark or trademark of a product, i.e. GM or Sony
If it is a brand name, it will cost a lot.
to be a brass (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a prostitute

to be a brass band (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be one’s hand
to be a brass door (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a whore
to be a brass flute (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a prostitute
(to be a) brass plate (British English)
to be a shingle (as in to put out one’s shingle)
I have already put up my brass plate.
to be a brat
to be a badly behaved child, to be a child who does not listen
to their parents or elders
She is a brat who needs a good spanking.
to be a brat pack
to be a group of young, brass, popular, handsome rowdy and rich
film stars who are very good friends and who hang together
There has been a brat pack every generation.
(to be) a brave face
to look composed, sound, sturdy, unshrinking or dauntless during an
especially trying time
I know that she is upset although she is putting on a brave face.
to be a brazen face
to be insolent, shameless, forward or brash
What a brazen-face girl; nothing shames her.
to be a braw day (Scottish English)
to be a lovely, nice or fine day

to be a brawl
to be a fight, scuffle, ruckus or altercation
That was a brawl that destroyed the bar.
to be a breadhead (British English)
to a person who is fixated, crazed or obsessed with
making money
to be a bread and butter issue
to be a basic issues that are fundamental to one’s existence
This is a bread and butter issue that everyone should
be interested in.
to be a bread and butter issue (political term)
to be a term used to define issues which are considered
basic and fundamental
The problem of unemployment is a bread and butter issue.
to be a breath of fresh air
to be something new and refreshing, be a new face
All the students love her; she's a breath of fresh air.
to be a breath of life to someone
to invigorate, liven up, animate, stimulate,
inspire, motivate, or arouse
His presence in her life was a breath of life to her.
to be a bread bin (British English)
to be a bread box
to be a bread knife (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be one’s wife

(to be) a bread line
to be a line of persons waiting in line for free food from a governmental or
private agency
I was so embarrassed when my sister saw me standing
in a bread line.
to be a bread roll (British English)
to be a bun or roll
to be a bread-winner
to be the person in the family who earns the majority of the money for
that the family can live
Just because you are the bread-winner, it does not mean that you
call the shots. We are equal.
to be a break
to be a rest, to be a pause or a temporary stoppage of work or school
Let’s take a break for ten minutes. When we come back
we’ll be more refreshed.
to be a break
to be a fracture of one’s bone
It was a bad break. I had to put my arm in a cast.
to be a break (British English)
to be an interval, interruption or pause, i.e. to use the restroom (not
used as in English to refer to the daily pause at school)
to be a break
to be an escape or breakout from an institution, i.e. prison or jail
It was a (jail) break that no one was expecting.

to be a break
to be an opportunity, opening, chance or stroke of luck
His mentioning our web site on his radio was a break that really
helped our business.
(to be) a breakdown
(mechanical) to no longer function or operate
I had a breakdown on the way here. That car
always gives me problem.
to be a breakdown
to be a collapse, coming apart, falling apart or failure
There was a breakdown in the talks. No other talks
have been scheduled.
to be a breakdown
(emotional) to be a nervous or emotional collapse, to be
a nervous breakdown, to be coming apart at the seams
to be breakdown gang (British English)
to be a wrecking crew
to be a breakdown lorry (British English)
to be a tow truck
(to be a) break up
to be a separation, divorce or a parting of the ways
The break up was especially nasty.
to be a break with the past
to be a discontinuation, rupture or separation with what had been
What I need is a break with the past.

to be a breakaway from
to be a sudden and radical departure from what had been
long-established or time-honored
Allowing women into the club was a breakaway from a
tradition that went back hundreds of years.
to be a break-in
to be an illegal or forced entry in a place, i.e. into one’s home or
place of work
There was a break-in last night. That makes three this month.
to be a breakout
to be an escape from an institution, i.e. from prison or jail
It was a breakout that no one had thought possible.
to be a breakthrough
to be an important discovery that one has been working
toward
The finding of these diaries is a breakthrough that no one
was expecting.
to be a breath of fresh air
to be something new and refreshing, to be a new face
All the students love her; she's a breath of fresh air.
to be a breath of life to someone
to invigorate, to liven up, to animate, to stimulate,
His presence in her life was a breath of life to her.
(to be) a breather
to be a pause, a break, or the stopping for a minute
or two to rest
If I don’t take a breather, I’m going to start making

mistakes.
to be a breeze
to be easy or not at all difficult
The exam was a breeze.
to be a brew (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a cup of tea
to be a brew (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a pint of beer
to be a brew of
to be a mixture or group of people who could be volatile or dangerous
There was a brew of people which really scared the authorities.
to be a brewery
to be an establishment where beer is produced for commercial
consumption
to be a Brian Clough (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a puff (to be a cigarette)
to be a bribe
to be a kickback or pay-off, to be hush-money or graft
It was a bribe of quite a bit of money. Of course, I
didn’t take it.
to be a bric- à-brac (French in English)
to be a junk dealer or (British English) seller of rubbish
to be a brick
to be a kilogram of tightly compact marijuana in the
form of a brick

to be a brick-and-mortar business
to be a real business which exists in an actual city on an actual street
versus a virtual business which exists only in cyberspace
Because it is a brick-and-mortar business, I have to pay rent and
upkeep.
to be a brick short of a load (British English)
to not be the most intelligent person, stupid, dumb or backward
He’s nice but frankly he is a brick short of a load.
to be a brick short of a load (British English)
to be crazy, mentally unbalanced, not all there, not totally sane
Stay away from him. He is a brick short of a load.
to be a brickie (Australian English)
to be a bricklayer
to be a bride
1.
to be a woman who is about to get married
2.

to be a woman who has just married

to be a bridegroom
1.
to be a man who is about to marry
2.

to be a man who has just gotten married

to be a bridge
to be a connection to link two incompatible parties
This can be a bridge between you and your husband if
you let it.
to be a brig (Scottish English)

to be a bridge
to be a bridgehead
(military term) to be a base, foundation, hold, support, place on which to
stand or position oneself
to be a bright spark (British English)
(ironic) to be a person who is witty, astute, smart as a fox or
smart as a tact
Yeah, I heard you. Right. She is a bright spark.
to be a bright student
to be an intelligent or very smart student
Don’t worry about her. She’s a bright student.
to be a bright young thing
to be a pretty, perky, smart and alert young person
Haven’t you seen his latest conquest. She’s a bright
young thing.
to be a brilliant student
to be a very smart, intelligent, quick or gifted student
He is a brilliant student who will go far.
(to be a) Brit (British English)
to be a resident of the United Kingdom
The Brits sometimes speak an English incomprehensible
to Americans.
to be a Briticism
to be an expression in English used only in British, rather than
other versions of, English
That was a Briticism if I’ve ever heard one.

to be a Briton (British English)
to be an inhabitant of The United Kingdom
to be a bro’
(short for brother) to be a black man
He’s a bro’ that you can trust.
to be a broad
to be an insulting term for a woman
Who’s that broad?
to be a broad bean (British English)
to be similar to a lima bean
to be a broad brush
to be a sweeping, wide or wide-spreading comprehensiveness which
lacks fineness and detail
That is a broad brush with which you are painting everyone. Do you
think that’s fair?
to be a broad-minded person
to be a person who is open, inclusive, unbiased or liberal
Because she is a broad-minded person, she will listen
to you.
to be a broad sheet (British English)
to be a newspaper which is considered more serious and much less
sensationalist than a tabloid
to be a brock (British English)
to be a badger

to be a Brock’s benefit (British English)
to be a fireworks display
to be a brogue (British English)
to be an Irish or Scottish accent in English (as distinct
from an American or English accent)
to be a broken bones
to be fractured, shatter or splinter bone (usually as a result
of an injury or accident)
As a result of the bombing, she has a number of broken bones.
to be a broken home
to be a home in which the parents have divorced, to
be a single-headed household
to be a broker
to be a dealer, intermediary or middle-man
He is a broker. Why do you need to go through a
middle man.
to be a brolly (British English)
to be an umbrella
to be a broomrape (British English)
to be a parasitic plant
to be a broom stick (British English)
to be a brush with a twig and a long handle
(to be) a Bronx cheer
to be a loud boo or any other expression of derision
They gave her performance a Bronx cheer.

to be a broth of a boy (Irish English)
to be a lively or energetic young male, to be a young male
who is full of life
to be a brothel
to be a place where one can find a prostitute, a
house where prostitutes work
to be a brother
to be a black male
He’s a brother who you can trust.
to be a brother-german (British English)
to be an archaic outdated term to describe one’s full-brother, as
opposed to one’s half-brother
to be a brouhaha
to be a commotion, tumult, ruckus or uproar
It was a brouhaha for nothing. Nothing happened.
to be a brown bag lunch
to have bought one’s own lunch to work rather than buy it at a
restaurant
to be a Brown Betty (British English)
to be a large earthenware teapot
to be a Brown Betty
to be a baked desert or pudding made with apples or other type of fruit
to be browneye (Australian English)
to a person who bends over to show his or her buttocks,
to be a person who moons someone (American English)
to be a brown-noser

to be simpering, fawning, compliant, submissive, menial,
groveling or crawling
He is a brown-noser who will do anything.
to be a brown noser
to be sycophant, apple polisher, brown-nose or bootlicker
to be a brown out
to be a partial or not a total black out (only some electrical power is
turn off or down)
(to be) a brownie point
a point of approval that one gets from one’s boss as
a result of trying to please or accommodate him
Good, for all that you got a brownie point.
to be a browse
to be a magazine made to be casually looked at
to be a bruiser
to be an aggressive and problematic person who always are looking
for an argument or fight
He’s a bruiser. He is always looking for someone to fight.
to be a bruiser
to be a professional boxer
to be a brunette
to be a brown-hair person
to be a brush-up (British English)
to clean or tidy oneself up
to be a bubba

to be a white Southern male, depending on context this word can
be used affectionately or insultingly
He’s a bubba and he’s proud.
to be a Bubble Bath (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a laugh
to be a bubble brain
to be stupid or dumb, to not be the smartest person
She’s pretty but also a bubble brain.
(to be) a bubble butt
to have a large backside, to have a derrière
shaped like a large bubble
She’s pretty and has a beautiful body. She has a bubble butt.
to be a bubble head
to be stupid, dumb or not the smartest person
She’s pretty but also a bubble head.
to be a buck (North American, Australian and New Zealand English)
to be a dollar bill
Do you have a buck?
to be a buck (British English)
to be a basket used to trap eels or eel trap
(to be) a buck
to be a sexually attractive, independent, young male
I have never seen such a buck like him before.
to be a bucket shop (British English)

to be a travel agency which specializes in selling cheap ticket
It’s a bucket shop where you can get a ticket to anywhere.
to be a buckling (British English)
to be a smoked herring
to be a buckshee (British English)
to be a gift, present, gratuity or something free of charge
to be a bud
to be a friend, sidekick or pal
He’s a bud so I don’t want to hear anything about him.
(to be) a buddy
friend, pal, sidekick, (British English) marrow
Since we’ve been buddies, we haven’t had problems.
to be a budget
(North America/government) to be an estimate, costs, financial
statement, operating expenses or (British) tax bill
to be a budgie (British English)
to be a small parakeet
to be a buff
to be a devotee, fan or aficionado
He’s a movie buff. He goes at least three times a day.
to be a buffer (British English)
1.
to be a shock absorbing piston projecting from a crossbeam at the end of a railway track
2.

to be a shock absorbing piston on the front and rear of a

railway vehicle
to be a buffer (British English)
to be a silly or foolish older person, to be a featherbrain or pin head
to be a buffet (British English)
(railroad station) to be a lunch counter or snack bar
to be a buffoon
to be a jester, clown, or jokester
Stop being such a buffoon and take this class seriously.
to be a bug
to be a secret microphone planted in one’s home or phone
to eavesdrop on one’s conversation
I think that there is a bug in my house.
to be a bug
to be a generic term for an insect
(to be) a bug
to be a microorganism which causes flu
I got a bug so I can’t come in. I’ll infect everyone.
to be a bug (British English)
to be a bedbug
(to be) a bug in one’s ear
a subtle suggestion or hint
He put a bug in my ear that she was not really
my friend.
to be a bug-fucker

1.

to be a male with a small penis

2.

to be a small penis

to be a bugger (British English)
to be a male who engages in anal sex
to be a bugger (British English and North American English)
to be cheeky, impudent, insolent or sassy
to be a bugger (British English and North American English)
to be a rogue, bum, good-for-naught, louse or stinker
to be a builder’s merchant (British English)
to be a building supply firm
to be building society (British English)
to be a savings and loan association
to be a bull
to be a male bovine
to be a bull
to be a large male animal, i.e. male elephant
to be a bull
(stock market) to be a person who buys low to sell high
to be a bull
(Roman Catholic Church) to be a papal edict
to be a bull and cow (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a row ( argument or quarrel)
to be a bull artist

to be someone who is able to convince others of a lie, to
be someone who is astute in deceiving or tricking others
Don’t believe anything that he says. He’s a bull artist.
to be a bull bitch
to be a derogatory term for a female who appears
more male than female
to be a bull dagger
to be a derogatory term for a lesbian who appears more
male than female
to be a bull diker
to be a derogatory term for a lesbian who appears more
male than female
to be a bull dyker
to be a derogatory term for a lesbian who appears more
male than female
to be a bull-dog
to be a persistent, stubborn, resolute or determinate person
He’s a bull-dog. He will keep scratching until he finds something.
to be a bulldog (British English)
to be a monitor or proctor’s assistant at Oxford or Cambridge
to be a bull dyke
to be a derogatory term for a lesbian who appears more
male than female
to be a buller (British English)
(short for bulldog) to be a monitor or proctor’s assistant at Oxford
or Cambridge

to be a bullet-head
to be a person who is not easily hurt, offended or insulted, hard,
unpitying, untouched, unmerciful, insensitive, callous, unfeeling,
shrewd, frigid or uncaring
He is a bullet head. He doesn’t give a damn about anyone but himself.
to be a bull in a china chest
to be clumsy or awkward person
I don't like to take him with me; he is a
bull in a china chest.
to be a bull session
to be a meeting where persons complain and express their feeling
I did not know that this was going to be a bull session.
to be a bull shit artist
to be someone who is able to talk anyone into anything
I don’t believe anything that he says. He’s a bull shit artist.

to be a bull shitter
to be a braggart or peacock
You are nothing but a bull shitter. I don’t believe
anything that you say.
to be a bull shooter
to be a person who boasts and brags
to be a bullock
to be a castrated bovine who has been raised for beef
to be a bull's eye
1.
to be an easy target or mark to hit

He was an easy target; he was a bull’s eye.

2.

to be a victim, laughingstock or fool
He has always been a bull’s eye.

to be a bully
to be a person who uses force and violence to cow,
to cower or to intimidate
He’s a bully.
to be a bully boy (British English)
to be a male who intimidates, bullies or brow beats
to be a bum
to be a person who does not work and who lives off of others
He’s nothing but a bum.
to be a bum fuck
to be or have anal sex
to be a bumble (British English)
to be a bureaucrat, lowly clerk in love with red tap, puffed up
minor official or pompous bureaucrat
to be a bumboy (British English)
to be a young homosexual male prostitute
to be a bum-freezer (British English)
to be an especially short jacket or an ass freezer
to be a bumhole engineer (British English)
to be an offensive and vulgar term for a gay male

to be a bum rap
to be a fake charge, to be set up for a crime that one
has not committed
He spent years in prison on a bum rap.
(to be) a bum steer
to erroneous advice or instruction
I trusted him but he gave me a bum steer.
to be a bum’s rush
ejection of a person from a public place
Make no mistake. That was a bum’s rush.
(to be) a bummer
a disappointment
What a bummer! I thought that he was my friend.
to be a bummer
to be bad, not to be something which is good
It was a bummer that I couldn’t watch the movie
in Memphis.
to be a bumpkin
to be rustic, to be a hillbilly, hick, (Scot) cuddy or
(British) joskin
He is a bumpkin so what do you expect?
to be a bunch
to be a lot of, group, cluster, heap or mass
There’s a bunch of reasons why I don’t agree.

to be a bunch punch
to be an act of serial copulation with one female and a group of males
to be a bundle
to be a lot or a great deal of money
That’s a bundle. Where did you get so much money?
to be a bundle of nerves
to be extremely nervous or anxious
I must calm down; I'm a bundle of nerves.
to be a bungalow
to be cottage
to be a bungalow (British English)
to be a one-story house
to be a bunk-up (British up)
to be an extra help up, to be a leg-up, to be a push up
to be a bunny
to a child name for a rabbit
to be a bunny (Australian and New Zealand English)
to be a easy mark, victim, soft touch or dupe
He is and will always be a bunny.
to be a bunny boiler
to be a vengeful woman who has been wronged in love
to be a bunny fuck
to be very quick sex
to be a bunny hugger
to be an insulting term for an animal lover

to be a buppie
to be a black yuppie (young urban professional)
to be a ‘burb
to be a suburb
I live in one of the ‘burbs near New York.
to be a bureau
to be a chest of drawers
to be a bureau (British English)
to be a writing desk with drawers
to be burfi (Hindi in English)
to be an Indian sweet
to be a burglar
to be a thief or robber who breaks into one’s home
He’s a burglar but he is not a killer.
to be a burka (Persian in English)
to be loose fitting garment which covers a woman
from head to toe so that she can not be seen
to be a burn (British English)
to be a cigarette
to be a Burnt Cinder (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a window
to be a bursar (British English)
1.
to be a treasurer

2.

to be a scholarship student or (British English) exhibitioner

to be a bushwhacker (Australian English)
to be a person who lives in the bush (in an isolated rural area)
to be a Bushey park (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a lark
to be a bushman’s breakfast (Australian English)
to be no breakfast
to be a bush lawyer (Australian and New Zealand English)
to be an unqualified lawyer, to be a lawyer who is not up to par
to be a business day
to be Monday through Friday, to be a working day
Monday is a business day but Saturday is not.
to be a busker (British English)
to be a street entertainer
to be a Buster Keaton (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a meeting
to be a busy bee
to be very busy and organized, to be occupied
Forget calling her. She's quite a busy bee now.
to be a busy-body
to be someone who minds other people's business
Be careful what you say; she's a busybody from way back.
to be a busy-Lizzie (British English)

(common house plant) to be an East African plant which blossoms
white, red or pink flowers
to be a bust-up (British English)
to be a serious argument, dispute or quarrel
to be a busybody
to be a snoop, meddler or eavesdropper
She is a busybody so please don’t tell her anything.
to be a but and ben (Scottish English)
to be a two room cabin or hut
to be a butch
to be a woman who has masculine traits or characteristic
She may be a butch but to call her so is very insulting.
to be a butcher
to be a meat-merchant, cutter, vendor or seller
My father was a butcher. My grandfather and great-grandfather
had also been one.
to be a butcher
mass-murderer, killer, annihilator or murderer
I no longer know if he had been a butcher or not.
to be a butt of joke
to be a victim or on the receiving end of a joke, to be a laughingstock
He walked away because he does not like to be a butt
of a joke.

to be a butterball

to be a heavy, chubby or fat person
She has been a butterball for quite a long time.
to be a butthead
1.
to be an obnoxious, disgusting or sickening person
2.

to be a dumb or stupid person

to be a butthole
to be the anus
to be a buttinsky
to be a snoop, busybody or meddler
Stop being such a buttinsky. Mind your own business.
to be a buttons (British English)
to be a bellhop
to be a butt-peddler
to be a prostitute, whore, hooker or call girl
to be a butty (British English)
to be a buddy
to be a buy
to be a product that one can purchase at a good price,
to be a bargain or a steal
I was wrong to believe that my house was a buy.
to be a buy-out
to purchase the controlling share of a company in order
to gain control over the company
It was a buy-out which I could not resist. It was a steal.

to be a buy-out
to pay an employee to retire early from his/her position in a company
to be a buzz-cut
to cut one’s hair very short with clipper
to be a by-blow (British English)
to be an outdated expression for a male’s illegitimate child, to
be a bastard
to be a by-election (British English)
to be a special election of a member to fill a vacancy in the
House of Commons
BYO (British and Australian English)
to be a ‘bring your own’ (own means bottle of alcohol) party
to be a BYO joint (British and Australian English)
to be a ‘bring your own’ (own means bottle of alcohol) club
BYOG (British, New Zealand and Australian English)
to be ‘bring your own grog’ (grog means bottle of alcohol)
to be a BYOG joint (British, New Zealand and Australian English)
to be ‘bring your own grog’ (grog means bottle of alcohol)
to be a bystander
to be a person a witness, a spectator, onlooker
He's not involved. He's only a bystander.

to be a cabal
to be a gang, band or coalition of person who secretly
plot to create or destroy something
I don’t believe in conspiracy theories but I do believe there
was a cabal behind the assassination.
to be a caballero (Spanish in English)
Spanish translation: gentleman or horseman
to be a gentleman
caballero (Spanish in English)
Spanish translation: gentleman or horseman
(in south-west U.S.) to be a horseman
to be a cabaret
to be a nightclub, night spot, bar or dance hall
to be a cabbage (British English)
offensive term for a person who is mentally impaired
to be a cabbage (British English)
to be an offensive term for a person who is not very
intelligent or dull
to be a cabbage (British English)
to be an offensive term for someone who is brain dead
or in a coma
to be a cabbage (British English)
to be an offensive term for a person who leads a dull,
uninteresting or boring life
to be a cabby
to be a cab driver

He was not a very nice cabby.
to be a cab rank (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a bank
to be a cabin cruiser (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a boozer (to be a bar or pub)
to be a cachet
to be a person who is important, prestigious, prominent or who
carries a lot of weight
Even though as a reporter she has a lot of cachet, she
could do nothing to help me.
to be a cack-hander (British English)
to be a derogatory term for someone who is left-handed person
to be a Cadbury (Australian English)
to be a person who does not need a lot of alcohol to get drunk,
to not be able to hold one’s liquor
Don’t give her anything. She’s a Cadbury.
to be a Caddy
to be a Cadillac (type of car)
That is a beautiful Caddy. Where did you get it?
to be a cafe (North American English)
to be a bar or night club
to be a cafe (British and North American English )
to be a small restaurant where light meals and drinks are served
to be a cafe (South African English)

to be a shop which stays open late and where candy, cigarettes and
newspaper are sold
to be a cafe au lait (French in English)
to be cup of coffee with milk
to be cafe noir (French in English)
to be a cup of black coffee
to be a cafeteria Catholic
to be a Catholic who accept only some of the precepts,
prescription and prohibitions of the Roman Catholic Church
You can not be a cafeteria Catholic. You either accept all
that the Catholic Church requires or not. It’s simple.
to be a caff (British English)
to be a cafe
to be a cage
to be a jail or prison
No matter how luxurious, this jail is a cage.
to be a cage
to be a prison camp
to be a cage rattler
to be unconventional or unorthodox, to be someone
who shakes things up or who work for change
You will only make it in this world if you are a
cage rattler.
to be a cahier (French in English)
to be a notebook in which to write

to be a Cain and Abel (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a table
to be a Cajun
to be a resident of southern Louisiana who ancestors were
the French Canadians who migrated there
to be a cake walk
to be easy or effortless, to not be a problem or trouble
Everyone in the government had believed that the war
was going to be a cake walk.
to be calf love
to be an infatuation of younger person on an older more
sophisticated person, to be puppy love
to be a call girl
to be a prostitute (her clients are usually business
men and/or regular clients)
to be a call house
to be a house or place where call girls work, to
be a house of prostitution
to be a call joint
to be a house of prostitution
to be a call to the colors
to call to arms, summon to join the arm forces
After declaring war, there was a call to the colors.
(to be) a calling
to be a vocation or mission
I felt that I had a calling to be a priest.

to be a Cambridge and Oxford (British English/ cockney rhyming
slang)
to be an ugly face
to be a camel’s hump (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a dump (to be the action of defecation)
to be a can of worms
to be a mess, trying situation, predicament or embarrassment
This situation is most definitely a can of worms.
to be a cancer stick (British English)
to be a cigarette
to be a canary
to be someone who talks to the authorities, to be
a snitch or stoolie, to spill the beans
He’s a canary. We’re going to deal with him.
to be a candy ass
to be a person who is timid, shy or always scared
Because she is a candy ass, she will never help you.
to be a candyman (British English)
to be a person who sells illegal recreational drugs
to be a caner (British English)
to be a person who overindulges in drugs or alcohol
to be a canny reader of the tea leaves
to be a clever, shrewd, keen, astute or sharp person who can
read the handwriting on the wall or who can see what the future holds
If in nothing else, the congressman has always been a canny reader

of the tea leaves.
to be a Canuck
to be a somewhat insulting or derogatory term for a Canadian
(to be) a cap
to be a restriction, check or limit
The senate will not agree to put a cap on gasoline prices.
to be a Cape (Town) Colored
to be a mixed-race person of Cape Town,
South African
To be a Cape Colored is to live between
two worlds.
to be a caper
to be prank, practical joke, trick or game
to be a caper
to be an escapade, to be a crazy or reckless adventure
to be capo
to the leader or head of a crime organization
to be a capo di tutti capi (Italian in English)
to the ultimate head of a large crime organization, to
be the godfather
to be a Captain Kirk (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a derogatory term for a Turk
to be a Caption Cook (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a book

to be a Captain Cooker (New Zealand English)
to be a wild boar
to be a car and scooter (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a computer
to be a carb
to be a carbohydrate
to be a carb
to be slang for a food which contains a large amount of carbohydrate
I would love a piece of cake even if it is a carb.
to be a carry holder
to be someone who uses credit cards
If you are a carry holder, you can get a lot of benefits.
to be a card shark
to be a card player who pretends that he does
not know how to play
Don't let those innocent eyes fool you. She's a real
card shark.
to be a cardboard city (British English)
to be a city of homeless people in makeshift houses
There is a cardboard city on the edge of town.
to be a care package
to be a box of food and other goodies sent to someone
far from home, i.e. to college students or soldiers
I think it is a care package from my parents.
to be a carjacking
to steal a car when the driver and/or passengers are still inside

There was a carjacking about an hour ago. Thank God, no got hurt.
to be a carpetbagger
to be an opportunistic and exploitive outsider
to be carpet muncher (British English)
to be an offensive and vulgar term for a lesbian
to be a carpet muncher (British English)
to be a person who performs oral sex on someone,
to perform cunnilingus
to be a carry-out restaurant (North American and Scottish English)
to be a restaurant where one takes out rather than eats one’s food
in the restaurant
to be a cartload
to be a bunch of, a lot of or a great quantity of
There was a cartload of people at the party. I had not
expected so many people.
to be a cartload of shit
to be nonsense, trash, bunk or rubbish
What he said was nothing but a cartload of shit. I didn’t
believe any of it.
to be a caruncle
(anatomy) to be the waddle or the piece of loose skin under the
neck of a bird
to be a carving knife (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a wife
to be a casey (British English)
to be a leather football

to be a cash cow
to be a product or company which is a dependable source of income,
to be a money-maker
This is a cash cow. It makes more money than
everything combined.
to be a Cassandra
to be someone who foretells the future (usually as a warning)
Because he is a Cassandra, no one wants to listen to him.
(to be) a cast-iron stomach
to be able to eat anything without getting sick or disgusted
He’ll eat it; he has a cast-iron stomach.
to be a cast of the dice
to be a chance, to be heads or tail, to be happenstance
Life is nothing but a cast of the dice.
to be a cat
(used only for women) to be a backbiter, to be spiteful, malicious, mean,
avenging, vengeful, cruel, hateful, bitter, sardonic or venomous
You must be very careful. She is a cat and her goal is to hurt.
to be a cat
(used only for women) to be someone not to be trusted with secrets, to be
a malicious gossip, rumormonger, gossipmonger, busybody, gossiper or
blabbermouth
Because she is a cat, any information that you give her will be
known by everyone in moments.
to be a cat
(used only for a man/ also known as a ‘tom’ cat) to be a male who has

many sexual affairs, to be a woman chaser, lady killer, gigolo or Don
Juan
to be a cat
(old slang for/usually used only for a male) to be a man, dude, guy,
fellow or young man
to be a Cat
to be bulldozer or tractor (a Caterpillar)
to be a cat and dog (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a bog (to be the toilet)
to be a cat and mouse (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a house
to be a cat burglar
to be a thief or robber who breaks into houses, to be
a second-story man or housebreaker
He’s a cat burglar but he is not a killer.
to be a cat fight
to be an argument between or among women
It’s not worth talking about. It’s nothing but a cat fight.
to be a cat house
to be a place or house where prostitutes
(to be) a cat nap
to be a short nap, to sleep for a short period
I always take a cat nap every afternoon.
to be catwalk
to be narrow walkway on which models walk to display

a designer’s clothing
to be a cat’s ear
to be a plant which resembles a dandelion
to be a cat’s foot
to be a small white-flowered plant (also known as
Mountain Everlasting)
to be a cat’s paw
to be a person who is used by others to do unpleasant chores,
to be a pawn, flunky or lackey
He’s a cat paw for anyone who is willing to pay for the privilege.
to be a cat’s tail
to be a plant with a long tail similar to a cat
to be a catch
to be a fine point which can change everything, to be a trick
or a trap
I know that he said that he would help us but I don’t trust
him. He never helps anyone. There must be a catch.
to be a Catch-22
to be caught in a contradictory situation, to be between the devil
and the deep blue sea, to be between a rock and a hard place
It is a Catch-22. No matter what I do, I’m wrong.
to be a catch in one’s throat
to pause while one is speaking as a result of being moved, upset or
on the verge of tears
What is the matter? Why do you have a catch in your throat?
to be a catch in one’s voice

to pause while one is speaking as a result of being moved, upset or
on the verge of tears
What is the matter? Why do you have a catch in your voice?
to be a catchy tune
to be a song which is easy to remember, to be a memorable or
unforgettable melody
It is such a catchy tune that I can’t get it out of my head.
to be a catchy phrase
to be a repeatedly or widely used phrase which arouses
a lot of attention
That is a catchy phrase. Did you make it up?
to be a cattle call
(show business) to be an open audition, to be an announcement for
an audition for a particular show or film
I’m not going. It’s a cattle call so there will be hundreds of
people there.
to be a cause cèlébre (French in English)
to be a controversial issue or person who attracts a lot of
public attention
The rapper will be a cause cèlébre for a couple of days than everyone
will forget.
to be a celeb
to be someone famous, to be a somebody or a big shot
to be a celebrity
to be someone famous, to be a somebody or a big shot
to be a centerfold
to be the main large nude photograph of a celebrity in an erotic magazine

Marilyn Monroe was a centerfold in many magazines.
to be a centerfold
to be the model who is the main large photograph in an erotic magazine
to be a centre half (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a scarf
to be a chain-smoker
to be a person who smokes one cigarette after another
No wonder he has cancer. He has been a chain-smoker for years.
to be a chair
to be a moderator or facilitator
He is a chair of one of the groups.
to be a chair
to a leader leader, head, director or dean
to be a chairman
to be a male who is a moderator or facilitator
He is a chairman of one of the groups.
to be a chairman
to be a male who is a leader, head, director or dean
He is a chairman of one of the most important
companies in Libya.
to be a Chairman Mao (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a cow

to be a chairperson
to be a person who is a moderator or facilitator
He is a chairperson of one of the groups.
to be a chairperson
to be a person who is a leader, head, director or dean
He is a chairperson of one of the most important
companies in Libya.
to be a chair warmer
to be an employees who does nothing but take up
space and get a check
You don’t do anything around here. You are a chair warmer. Nothing
else.
to be a chairwoman
to be a woman who is a moderator or facilitator
He is a chairwoman of one of the groups.
to be a chairwoman
to be a woman who is a leader, head, director or dean
He is a chairwoman of one of the most important
companies in Libya.
to be a chameleon
to be able to blend into or go with any given situation,
do as the Romans do
She is a chameleon. She is whatever her environment is.
to be a champ
to be a champion, winner or victor
He is a champ. No one can take that away from him.

to be a chancer (British English)
to be a person who will do anything in order to get what he wants
to be a chancer (British English)
to be a non-qualified person for a particular job
to be a changement de pied (French in English)
(ballet) to be a leap where the dancer changes the
position of the feet
(to be a) chap (British English)
to be a man or guy
Who’s that chap over there?
to be a character
to be strange, odd or somewhat eccentric
Your father is a real character. I like him a lot.
to be a Charing Cross (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a horse
to be a Charing Crosser (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a tosser (to be a dummy or idiot, to be revolting or disgusting)
to be a charlatan
to be an imposter, swindler, quack or pretender
She is not a doctor. She is a charlatan.
to be a charlie (British English)
to be a fool, idiot or nincompoop
to be a Charlie Nash (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a slash (to urinate or pee, to take a piss)

to be a Charlie Prescott (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a waistcoat
to be a Charlie Pride (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a ride
to be a Charlie Ronce (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a ponce (to be a man who lives off the earnings of a prostitute)
to be a charm
to be a lucky piece, icon, amulet or talisman
This is a charm that I do not leave the house with. It
gives me good luck.
to be a chart burner
to be a best selling song
That song will be a charter burner. It will easily sell
in the millions.
to be a chart buster
to be a musician who has a best-selling song
to be a chaser
to be a strong alcoholic drink which is drunk after
drinking a weaker alcoholic beverage
This is a chaser that you have to try.
to be a chatterbox
to be a person who talks a lot or too much, to
be someone who talk excessively
She is a chatterbox. Please don’t start her talking.
to be a chatterbox

to be someone who gossips or circulates rumors
She is a chatterbox who loves to talk about other
people’s business.
to be a chateau (French in English)
to be a large country home
to be a chat show (British English)
to be a show, radio or television, in which celebrities
informally talk about themselves and their newest project
to be a cheapie
to be a person who does not spend money, to be
a miser, to be stingy or frugal
She is a cheapie. She will not lend you a penny.
to be a cheapie
to be a cheaply-made product
This dress is a cheapie but it looks good.
to be a cheap jack (British English)
to be an unscrupulous, dishonest or conniving person who
will do whatever to sell his or her products
You need to stop being such a cheap jack. One day you are
going to tangle with the wrong person.
to be a cheapskate
to not like to spend money, thrifty, skinflint
He is a cheapskate who will not spend a penny.
to be a cheat
to be someone who swindles, defrauds or rips-off someone
You can not trust him to tell you the truth. He’s a cheat.

to be a cheat
1.
to be someone who copies others work while taking an exam
He is a cheat; therefore, don’t put him near anyone. He will copy.
2.

to be someone who plagiarizes or steal the work of others

to be a check
1.
to be a prohibition, prevention or injunction
2.

to be a restrain, inhibition, constraint or damper
It was a check that I could not get around.

3.

to be a rebuff, setback, reverse or repulse

4.

to be a test run, dry run or trail run
This is a check to see if everything is going according to plans.

(to be) a checkered record
to be a past which is both good and bad, to be or have a mix record
All countries have a checkered record. There
is no country which has not committed atrocities.
to be a checkmate
to be a full stop, check, halt or impasse
This letter from the government, plain and simple, is a checkmate.
There is no where else to go.
to be a checkmate
to be a defeat, victory, triumph or trouncing
There is no other way to put it. It was a checkmate.

to be a checkmate
to be an obstruction, thwarting or hindrance
to be a cheeky chappy (British English)
a light-hearted way to refer to an impudent or brassy attractive
person or a cute animal
a cheeky fellow (British English)
to be an imprudent, arrogant or brassy person
He is a cheeky fellow who should control his mouth.
to be a cheeky monkey (British English)
to be a light-hearted way to refer to a verbally impudent, arrogant
or brassy person
He is a cheeky monkey who should control his mouth.
to be a cheer
to be a shout or yell of encouragement
There was a cheer from the audience which I won’t forget, ever.
(to be) a cheesy quaver (British English/ cockney/ rhyming slang)
to be a favor
Can you do me a cheesy quaver?
to be a chef (French in English)
to be the chief cook or baker
to be a chib
to be a knife
(to be) a chick flick
to be a movie which especially interests women

I don’t care but I’m not going to a chick flick. They
all end the same way.
to be a chick with a dick
to be an insulting term for a transvestite or transsexual
to be a chicken
to be a coward, weakling, Milquetoast or scaredy cat
Because he is a chicken, he will not watch your back.
to be a chicken hawk
to be a person who strongly advocates war yet, when given the
opportunity, declines to fight him or herself
It is easy to be a chicken hawk.
to be a Chicken Little
to be a worrywart, alarmist or a Cassandra
He’s a Chicken Little who is always expecting the worst.
to be a chief (British English)
to be a disgusting, contemptible, abhorrent or sickening person
to be a chiller
to be a horror movie
I don’t want to go. It’s a chiller.
(to be) a chill pill
to be something used to calm one down (used figuratively because
there is no such thing as a chill pill)
You need to take a chill pill or you’re going to go crazy.
to be a chimp
to be an informal term for a chimpanzee

to be a chin wag
to have a long and intimate conversation
to be a china (rhyming slang/ cockney)
to be a friend
to be a chink in one’s armor
to have a fatal or major flaw, weakness,
defect or rift
His political record is a chink in his
armor.
to be a chip off the old block
to be the double of, be identical to, spitting image of,
dead ringer to, be an exact match or like two peas in pod
You have to admit that he is a chip off the block.
to be a Chink
to be an offensive and derogatory term to a person from China
to be Chinky (British English)
to be an offensive and derogatory term to a person from China
to be Chinky (British English)
to be an offensive and derogatory way to refer to a Chinese
restaurant or take-out
to be Chinky (British English)
to be a Chinese meal
to be a chinless wonder (British English)
to be a not so very intelligent upper class person without
any kind of personality

to be a chin-wag
to be a chat or a casual conversation
to be a chip shop (British English)
to be a place where to buy fish and chip
to be a chipper (Irish English)
to be a fish and chip shop
to be a chippy (British English)
to be a carpenter
to be a chippy (British English)
to be a fish and chip shop
to be a chitchat
to have a relax conversation
to be a chocolate fudge (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a judge
to be a chocolate drop (British English)
to be an offensive and derogatory term for a Black person
to be a chocolate fireguard
to a useless thing, to be a thing that has no use
to be a choirboy
(normally used in the negative) to be a good or nice young man
He is a lot of things but he is not a choir boy.
to be a chokey
to be a prison

to be a chook (Australian and New Zealand English)
to be a chicken or any type of fowl
to be a chook (Australian and New Zealand English)
to be derogatory term for an older woman
to be a chookie (Australian and New Zealand English)
to be a chicken or any type of fowl
to be a chookie (Australian and New Zealand English)
to be a derogatory term for an older woman
to be a chophouse
to be a restaurant which specializes in steak and/or other meats
(to be) a chop-shop
a garage where stolen cars are taken to be dismantled
so that their parts can be sold separately
Be careful that someone doesn’t take that beautiful
car of your to a chop shop.
to be a chopper (British English)
to be a helicopter
to be a chopper (British English)
to be vulgar slang for penis
(to be) a chowderhead
to be someone who is stupid, dumb or not very intelligent
What a chowder head!
to be a chowhound
to be a foodie, to be someone who will eat anything once

He is a chowhound; he will eat anything.
to be a chugger (British English)
to be a person who begs for money on a street, panhandler
Let’s cross the street. Here come a chugger to ask us
for money.
to be a chum
to be a friend, colleague or buddy
He’s a chum so I won’t betray him.
to be a chump
to be a blockhead, fool or schmuck
What a chump! Can you believe how stupid he is?
(to be) a ciggy (British English)
to be a cigarette
Can you give me a ciggy?
to be a cinch
to not be a problem or difficult, to be easy or simple
Tonight’s homework is a cinch.
to a city slicker
to be a person from either the urban area rather than the rural
area of the U.S.
Because he is a city slicker, he has no idea how a farm works.
to be a city slicker
to be a person from the Northeast and parts of the Midwest
of the U.S. rather than the South or Northwest
She thinks that because she is a city slicker, she can tell us

how to live.
to be a clamp (British English)
to be a heap of root vegetables, such as potatoes, stored under
straw or earth
to be a clampdown
to be a harsh or oppressive suppression on a particular activity of which
the government or authority does not approve
Because the government does not protest, there will be a clampdown.
to be a clanger (British English)
to be a mistake, error or blunder
What a clanger! You must’ve been very embarrassed.
to be a Clark Gable (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a table
to be a class act
to be an admirable, excellent, of the highest order or masterful person
He has always been a class act. There is no one better.
to be a clean up
to be a series of measure to remove or stop crime by the authorities
This is a clean-up that is supposed to make the city safe.
Don’t believe it.
to be a clear-cut case of murder
to be a murder case where the perpetrator is obvious,
have no doubt who committed the murder
They were sure that it was a clear case of murder;
however, everyone was wrong.

to be a Cleveland
to be a thousand-dollar bill
to be a clever-clogs (British English)
to be a person who claims to be intelligent, astute or clever
to be a cliché (French in English)
to be a platitude, truism, maxim, or banality
That is a cliché better left unsaid.
to be a cliffhanger
to be a mystery novel or story that keeps one guessing
until the end
to be a climax
to be an orgasm
to be a climbdown (British English)
to be a withdrawal or back pedaling from one’s position or argument
(to be) a clink
to be the high pitch sound made by tapping metal or glass
I knew that they were drinking because I could hear the
clinks of the glass.
to be a clique
to be a group of friends that excludes other (usually but not
always females)
I don’t belong to any clique.
to be a clocker (British English)
to be a person who illegally turns back the milometer of a car
to be a clocker (British English)

to be a drug dealer of cocaine and crack
to be a clog
to be hitch, snag, difficulty or catch
to be a clogger
a soccer player who habitually fouls other players when tackling
to be a clone (British English)
to be a male homosexual who exaggerates his masculinity in
behavior and dress
to be a close audition
(entertainment) to be audition by invitation only, to not be
an open audition
It was a close audition and, unfortunately, I had not been invited.
to be a close call
to barely succeed, just make it, almost fail, make it
by the skin of one’s teeth
I don’t know how I got out; it had a close call.
to be a close shave
to only narrowly or barely avoid a disasterous situation
That was a close shave. One second more and I would have
been dead.
to be a closed book
to be unfamiliar, unknowable or unknown, beyond comprehension
Although I had lived with my mother until she died, she
had been a closed book to me.
to be a closer
(originally a baseball expression) to be the person who comes in

near the end of negotiation to do what is necessary to close or make
a deal
I’m a closer. Once you have everyone in the room, call me.
to be a closet queen
to be an insulting manner to refer to male homosexual who
chooses to hide his sexual orientation
to be a clot (British English)
to be a person who is stupid, dumb or not very intelligent.
to be a cloth-ear (British English)
to be a person who does not pay attention very well
to be a cloth-ear (British English)
to be a person who has impaired hearing, a person who is not
able to understand clearly
to be a clotheshorse
to be a person who loves to dress fashionably
She’s a clotheshorse. She knows all the latest trends.
to be a clotheshorse
to be a person who spends all of one’s time on clothes
and on dressing well and fashionably
He’s nothing but a clotheshorse.
to be a cloud
to be a fog, haze or vapor
to be a cloud
to be a dust storm, to be dust, soot or smog
to be a cloud

to be a blemish, mark, flaw, stigma, smudge or blotch
This has been a cloud hanging over me for years.
to be a cloud
to be a dark future, ill fortune or warning, to be the
handwriting on the wall
to be a cloud
to be a group, flock, swarm or crowd of persons, animals or things
There was a cloud of insects so thick that I could not see my hands
in front of me.
to be a cloud no bigger than a man’s hand (British English)
to be an apparently insignificant problem that could eventually
become major
to be a cloudburst
to be a sudden unexpected violent storm
It was a cloudburst that I have never seen before.
to be a clout
to be one’s vagina
to be a clown
to be a jester, mime, comic or funny man
When I was much younger, I was a clown in the rodeo.
to be a clown
to be a practical joker, cut-up or prankster
He was a clown of the class.
to be a clown’s pocket
to be a loose or spacious vagina

to be a cludgie
to be the bathroom
to be a clue
to be tip-off, hint or inkling
The fact that he loves to dress up in women’s clothing was a clue
that you should not have ignored.
to be a clunker
to be an older car which barely functiones, to be an old car
which is always breaking down
Why would you buy that car? It’s a clunker.
(to be) a clusterfuck
to be a confusion, a screw-up, a foul-up or a mess up
What a clusterfuck! What did you do?!
to be a cluster headache (British English)
to have a headache on one side of the head
to be a clutch
to be a bunch, group or a number of
There was a clutch of people at her concert.
to be a clutter
to be an ungovernable or unruly group
There is a clutter over there; please go and disperse it.
to be a cock
to be a vulgar way to refer to a penis

(to be) a cock and bull story
to be vulgar way of saying something is unbelievable or a lie
I don't want to hear a cock and bull story.
to be a cock knocker (British English)
to be a disgusting, horrible or contemptible person
to be a cock sucker
to be a contemptible, disgusting, revolting or abhorrent person
He’s a cock sucker so what do you expect?
to be a cock teaser
to be a woman who leads a man to believe that she is
going to have sex with him but at the last minute
changes her mind
It is a very dangerous game to be a cock teaser.
to be a cockboat
to be a small boat used as a tender (a boat used to carry
fuel and water)
to be a cockeye bob (Australian and New Zealand)
to be a thunderstorm or hurricane
to be a cockeye bob (Australian English)
to be a thunderstorm
to be a cockeye bob (Australian English)
to be cyclone
to be a cocksman
to be an extraordinarily sexually attractive and virile male
to be a coconut

to be a Latino who denies his Latin roots to appear
more white
A Black person who acts white is an oreo while a
Latin person is a coconut.
to be a cod (British English)
to be a trick, joke, deception or practical joke
to be a codger (Australian English)
to be an odd, strange or eccentric elderly male
Yes, he is a codger. But I love him like a grandfather.
(to be) a coffee break
to be a break or a pause, to not work for a couple of minutes
I’m going to take a coffee break. Can I
get you something?
to be a coffin dodger (British English)
to be an insulting and derogatory term for an elderly person
to be a coffin nail (British English)
to be a cigarette
to be a codger (British English)
to be an old or elderly person
to be a cokehead
to be a person who is addicted to cocaine
She’s a cokehead. She’ll do anything to get some coke.
to be a coke whore
to be a woman who sells her body in return for cocaine
She probably has AIDS because she is a coke whore.

to be a cold fish
to be a cold and non-feeling person (usually refers to a woman)
She’s a cold fish. She doesn’t care how much you have suffered.
(to be) a cold one
to be a bottle or can of cold beer
I’ll have a cold one. Thank you.
to be a cold shoulder
to be a slight, snub, brush off or an affront
That sure was a cold shoulder. What did you do to him?
(to be) a cold shower
to be what one takes to calm down one’s sexual excitement
after being stimulated
After he saw her in a bikini, he had to take a cold shower.
to be a coldie (Australian English)
to be a cold can, bottle or glass of beer
to be a college try
to try hard, to attempt something difficult, to try even
if failure is almost inevitable
to be a colored person
to be an insulting way to refer to an African-American
to be a colorful character
to have a charismatic, lively or energetic
personality
In the novel, he was a very colorful character.

to be a comeback
to be a quick answer or response which causes a reaction or
which insults or offends
I must admit that it was an excellent comeback.
(to be) a comfy job
to be an easy and comfortable job, a job which is without
not worry and not much work
I have a comfy job; therefore, I have no reason to complain.
to be a comic
to be a comedienne or funny man
He is a comic who will have you in hysterics.
to be a commish
to be the police commissioner
He is a commish of one of the largest city in the country.
to be a conundrum
to be a mystery, puzzle, question or question mark
He is a conundrum. I have never been able to
understand him.
to be a comeback
to be a quick answer or response which causes a reaction or
which insults or offends
I must admit that it was an excellent comeback.
to be a complete ass
to be hopelessly stupid, dumb, foolish or silly
He’s a complete ass; I don’t think that there is
any hope for him.

to be a commuter school
to be an urban university where the majority of students
do not live on campus rather they commute
George Mason University is a commuter school. The majority of the
students commute rather than live on campus.
to be a comp
to be privileges given to a hotel guest, i.e. free hotel room,
free dinner or discount tickets
This is a comp that I was not expected. Las Vegas is
the best!
to be a con
to be a trick or lie, to deceive, cheat or con
Are you blind? It is obvious that that is a con.
to be a con game
to be a trick to hoodwink, cheat or swindle
It was a con game. What don’t you understand?

to be a con man
to be a deceiver, trickster, liar, cheater or con
He is nothing but a con man. Why did you believe him?
to be a copycat
to be an imitator, imitate, copy or mimic
She has no original ideas; she is a copycat.
to be a conundrum
to be a mystery, puzzle, question or question mark

He is a conundrum. I have never been able to
understand him.
(to be) a contract
to be an arrangement to kill someone, i.e. to pay
a hit man to kill someone
He has a contract out on him.
to be a cookie-cutter copy
to be an exact copy, to be identical
It must be a cookie-cutter copy of the other store.
Nothing else will be acceptable.
to be a cookie-cutter copy
to be unoriginal, to be like everyone else
Every student is a cookie-cutter copy of the other.
to be a cool ass
to be very cool, non-pulsed, stoic, self-possessed or unflappable
to be a cool hand
to be a person who is not easily discombobulated, distracted
or disconcerted, to be cool, calm and collect
She is a cool hand who could help us put everything in prospective.
(to be) a cool head
to think and act rationally, to be clear thinking
In this type of situation, one must always have
a cool head.
to be a coon
to be an insulting and derogatory term for a black person

to be a coop
to be a prison or jail
to be a cop
to be a police officer
I didn’t know that he was a cop.
to be a copper head
(historical term/U.S./ Civil War ) was a northern Democrat who opposed
the Civil War in the United States and advocated peace and the
restoration of the Union in its prewar conditions, including slavery,
northern anti-abolitionist
My great-great-great grandfather was a strong
copper head.
to be a copycat
to be an imitator, to imitate, to copy, to mimic
She has no original ideas; she is a copycat.
to be a copycat (crime)
to imitate a crime, to copy the method of another criminal
This is a copycat. There are too many inconsistencies.
to be a cot case (Australian and New Zealand English)
to be a person who is too sick or ill to leave their bed
to be a cot case (Australian and New Zealand English)
to be a person who is incapacitated as a result of drinking
to be a cot case (Australian and New Zealand English)
to be a crazy, weird, eccentric or strange person
to be a cot death (British English)
to be a baby who dies for an unknown reason while asleep.

to be a couch potato
to be lazy, shiftless, too easy going or slothful
I don’t understand how he can be such a couch
potato.
to be a country cousin
to be unpolished, unmannered or uncouth
Because is a country cousin, he is an embarrassment.
to be a country dance (British English)
to be a traditional English rural dance where
couples face each other
to be a country house (British English)
to be a large house of an aristocratic family in the rural
area of England
to be a country mile
to be a very long distant
It took a long time to get there. It was a country mile from here.
to be a country seat (British English)
to be the country house and estate belonging to an aristocratic family
to be a coup (French in English)
to be a successful stroke, maneuver, action or feat
to be a coup d'essai (French in English)
to be a first attempt
to be a coup d'etat (French in English)
to be a government overthrow, seizure or power grab

to be a coup d'etat (French in English)
to be a violent change or radical sweep
to be a coup de foudre (French in English)
to be a thunderbolt, a sudden unforeseen event
(especially in reference to love as in to be love at first sight)
to be a coup de main (French in English)
to be a sudden blow or surprise attack
to be the coup de maître (French in English)
to be a stroke of genius or a master stroke
to be a court card (British English)
(American English) to be a face card, to be a playing card that is a
king, queen or jack
(to be) a cover story
to be an alibi, pretext, story or false narrative to protect oneself
from being indicted in a crime
You better come up with a cover story so you will throw the
police off your tract.
to be a covey
1.
to be a small group of birds
2.

to be a small group of persons or things

to be a couch potato
to be lazy, shiftless, too easy going, slothful
I don’t understand how he can be such a couch
potato.
to be a cover story
(espionage) to be a false biography or plausible story so not to be

exposed as a spy
I do believe that this is a cover story which will stand.
to be a cover-up
to be an action of hiding or obfuscating one’s illegal or criminal actions
I’m not fooled by his words. All of this is a cover up.
to be a covey
to be a small group of birds
to be a covey
to be a small group of persons or things
to be a cow
to be a derogatory and insulting term for a woman, especially a
heavy-set or obese woman
She’s a cow. Get rid of her.
to be a cow (British English)
to be a woman who nags or gets on one’s nerves
I’m leaving her because she’s a cow.
to be a cow (British English)
to be a difficult, hard, laborious or tough job
That was a cow of a job to get done. I’m glad it’s over.
to be a cowbag (British English)
to be a disgusting, revolting, obnoxious or contemptible woman
to be a cowboy (North American English)
to be a show-off, show-boat, hot dog or grand-stander
Because he is a cowboy, he will try to go it alone.

to be a cowboy (British English)
to be an unqualified, incompetent or unfit person who is also
unscrupulous, unprincipled, corrupted or unethical business person
to be a cowboy outfit (British English)
to be a group of unqualified, incompetent and unethical business
persons
who appear to be respectable and above board
to be a coyote (Spanish in English)
to be a person who, for pay, transports Mexicans illegally
across the boarder into the U.S.
He is a coyote; therefore, he earns quite a bit of money.
to be a cozzie
to be a swimming or bathing suit
to be a crack
to be a clever remark or statement made to
insult or offend
This is a crack which really hurts.
to be a crack
to be a clack, snap, pop or shot
It had been a crack from a gun. I’m sure of it.
to be a crack
to be a break, fracture or rupture
What you heard was a crack of the bone in his leg.
to be a crack
to be very intelligent, smart, apt or quick-witted

He’s a crack in the area of language.
to be a crack
to be a clever remark or statement made to insult or offend
That was a crack that I know which really hurts.
to be a crackdown
to be a series of steps, measures, actions or course of actions
to limit or stop undesirable behavior
There will be a crackdown this week on all students who leave classes.
to be a crack head
to be a crack addict, to be addicted to crack
She’s a crack head; therefore, she liable to do anything.
to be a cracker (North American English)
to be a derogatory and insulting term for someone who is white
or someone of European ancestry
to be a cracker (British English)
to be a beautiful, pretty or attractive woman
She’s a cracker. Where did you get such a woman?
to be a crackerjack at number
to have an aptitude or facility for mathematics, to be a
whiz at mathematics
He's getting his doctorate in physics; he has always
been a crackerjack at numbers.
to be a crackpot
to be crazy, to not be quite right, to be off one’s nut
What she’s saying is crazy; she’s a crackpot.

to be a crackup
to be a very funny person
He is a crackup. His jokes always have me on the
floor laughing.
to be a crackup
to have an emotional or nervous breakdown, to go to pieces,
to come apart at the seams
She looks so bad because she had a crackup.
to be a crackup
to be a collision, smash-up or wreck
That was a crackup that, miraculously, only caused minor injury.
to be a cradle-robber
to be a much older person who has a relationship with a much
younger, but legal, person
He is a cradle-robber. Imagine a man over sixty having a
twenty-five year old girl.
to be a cradle-snatcher (British English)
to be a much older person who has a relationship with a much
younger, but legal, person
He is a cradle-snatcher. Imagine a man over sixty having a
twenty-five year old girl.

to be a crashing bore
to be a headache, nag, irritant or pest
He is such a crashing bore.
to be a cream puff
to be soft, fragile, frail, or breakable

If you even look at her the wrong way she fall apart. She
is such a cream puff.
to be a cross to bear
to be a load, burden, problem or a weight
Everyone has a cross to bear. He is my cross to bear.
to be a crafty butcher (British English)
to be an insulting term for a male homosexual
to be a crank
to be someone who is in very bad or sour mood, to be
a grouch, bear or sourpuss
It’s Monday morning; therefore, he’s a crank.
to be a crank
to be fanatic, crackpot, eccentric or oddity
Because he is a crank, he doesn’t always know what he is doing.
to be a crapbag (British English)
to be a disgusting or contemptible person or thing
I don’t listen to her at all. She’s a crapbag.
to be a crapper (British English)
to be a toilet
to be a crapshoot
to be a chance, happenstance or one’s luck
Me winning the lottery was a crapshoot.
to be a crapshooter
to be gambler, to shoot craps, to gamble with dices

Don’t lend him money because he’s a crapshooter. He will just
gamble your money away.
to be a crash
to be a collision or wreck
That was a crash like I have never seen.
to be a crash
to be a sudden drop in the economy
There has been a crash in the economy every half decade or so.
to be a crash
to be a bankruptcy, failure of business or financial disaster
to be a crash pad
to be a place to temporarily go to get some sleep and,
depending, something to eat
My house is not a crash pad. You can not drop by
anytime you want.
to be a crashing bore
to be a headache, nag, irritant or pest
He is such a crashing bore.
to be a crate
to be an old, broken-down or worn out car
to be a (type) crazy
to be a fanatic or over the top fan or partisan, to be
obsessed
He did it because he was a right wing crazy.

to be a cream puff
to be soft, fragile, frail or breakable
If you even look at her the wrong way she fall apart. She
is such a cream puff.
to be a creep
to be a dog, rogue, rat, son of a gun
What a creep! I’ve got to get out of here.
to be a cri de coeur (French in British English)
literal meaning: cry from the heart
to be a passionate appeal or entreaty
to be a crib
to be a work which has been plagiarized or copied
This is a crib of the research paper that I wrote.
(to be) a crib
to be someone’s house or apartment
I got a crib in New York. It cost me a pretty penny.
to be a crib (Australian and New Zealand English)
to be a snack, a light meal or something to eat
(to be) a crib course
(university) to be an easy or gut course, to be a course where one
can get an easy A
My schedule is hard enough. I need a crib course.
(to be) a crib death
to be a baby who dies of unknown reasons while sleeping
I would check my baby every hour on the hour because

I was scared of he would die a crib death.
(to be) a crimp in one's style
to hamper, stop or frustrates one’s way of being or acting
This minor problem really put a crimp in my style.
to be a Crip
a member of the street gang, the Crips
Because he is a Crip, there are colors that I do not wear.
to be a crisp (British English)
to be a potato chip
to be a crit (British English)
to be a literary or artistic review

to be a crush
to be an unmanageable group
This gathering is nothing but a crush. Let’s get out of here.
to be a crybaby
to be someone who cries easily and unnecessarily, cry at the drop of
a hat
Don't pay attention to her; she's such a crybaby.
to be a croc (British English)
to be short for crocodile
to be a crock (British English)
to be a person who is considered too old and feeble to
be of use to anyone

to be a crock (British English)
to be a broken-down, worn-out or old vehicle
That’s a crock. Where did you get it?
to be a crock of shit
to be complete and total nonsense, to be nonsensical or
ridiculous, to be rubbish
This is a crock of shit. Who do you think you’re fooling?
to be a crook
to be a robber or thief
There’s no way around it. He’s a crook.
to be a crook (Australian English)
to be a sick, disabled or unhealthy person
to be a cross dresser
to be a male who dresses like a female or a female who
dresses like a male
A transvestite is a cross dresser.
to be a cross to bear
to be a load, burden, problem or a weight
Everyone has a cross to bear. He is my cross to bear.
to be a crossover
(somewhat insulting) to be a musician or artist who changes his
style to attract persons of another, and most time, more popular
and lucrative style, i.e. a jazz musician who starts playing more
popular music
Just because she sometimes also sings rock that does not mean
that she is a crossover.

to be a crumb
to be almost nothing, to be a paltry or insignificant amount
This is a crumb. I won’t take it. I need much more money
if I am to do the job right.
to be a crumb-bum (British English)
to be a contemptible, despicable or loathsome person, to be a bum
Because he is a crumb-bum, I keep my distance.
to be a crumb cruncher (British English)
to be a child
to be a crumb grinder (British English)
to be a child
(to be) a crumb snatcher
to be a baby or small child
I am not too crazy about crumb snatchers.
to be a crumb crusher (British English)
to be a child
to be a crumpet (British English)
to be a sexually desirable or attractive woman
to be a crush
to be an unmanageable group, crowd or bunch of people
This gathering is nothing but a crush. Let’s get out of here.
(to be) a crush
to be an infatuation a younger person for a much older
sophisticated person, to be puppy or calf love
She has a crush on her teacher. I must admit that he is handsome.

to be a crybaby
to be someone who cries easily and unnecessarily,
to cry at the drop of a hat
Don't pay attention to her; she's such a crybaby.
to be a crying shame
to be wrong, a pity or not fair, to not be right
It was a crying shame how he was treated by his former friends.
to be a cub
to be tenderfoot, rookie, novice, beginner, amateur, kitten
He’ll learn. He’s nothing but a cub now.
culchie (Irish English)
to be an insulting and derogatory term for a person from the
rural area, to be a country bumpkin or cousin
to be a culture vulture
to be a person who is interested in the arts
to be a culture war
to be a conflict between persons of different values and
cultural perspectives
There has been a culture war in the U.S. for many years.
to be a cunt
to be a derogatory or vulgar way to refer to woman (as nothing but a
sexual object)
to be a cunt
to be a disgusting, revolting or contemptible person

to be a cunt-face
to be a disgusting, abhorrent or revolting person
to be a cuppa (British English)
to be informal for ‘a cup of tea’
to be a cup of joe
to be a cup of coffee
Would you like a cup of joe?
to be a cushy job
to be a job which is easy, undemanding or not challenging
I guess that I shouldn’t complain about
having such a cushy job.
to be a cushy number (British English)
to be a job which is easy, undemanding or not challenging
I guess that I shouldn’t complain about
having such a cushy number.
to be a cut
to be a gash, bruise, wound or opening
to be a cut
to be a reduction or curtailment
It is a cut that is going to destroy the department.
to be a cut
to be a snippet, piece or shaving of a plant to be planted
This is a cut of that plant that I think is so beautiful.
to be a cut
to be a slice, portion or piece

Here is a cut of the pie that I baked. I hope that you
like it.
to be a cut
to be a style, fashion or mode
to be a cut
to be an offensive or insulting statement meant to hurt or injure
That was a cut that he will not quickly forget.
to be a cut
to be a kickback, to be graft
Here’s your cut. Now, may I leave.
to be a cut
to be one’s share or percentage
This is a cut which is unacceptable. I deserve
more than five percent.
to be a cut above
to be better, exceptional or first-class
You’re lucky; he is a cut above.
to be a cutthroat
to be a person who is ruthless, merciless,
unmerciful, pitiless
He is a cutthroat competitor who will go
up against anyone.
to be a dark horse
to be the expected loser in a competition
I wouldn’t bet on him; he is the dark horse in the race.

(to be) a date
to be a person with whom one goes out socially
I have a date tonight. I’ll call you tomorrow.
to be a date from hell
to be a horrible or disgusting person with whom one goes
out socially
I don’t want to talk about it. Let me just say it
was a date from hell.
to be a date rape
to be raped by someone that one has gone out
with on a date, to be sexually abused by one’s date or escort
to be a David Gower (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a shower
to be a Davy Crocket (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a pocket
to be a Day and Night (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a light (ale)
to be a dead-beat
to be someone who is lazy, languid, dull or torpid
He is, and will always will be, a dead-beat.
to a dead beat
to not pay one's bill, to not be responsible
He can't get a credit card because he's a dead beat.
to be a dead beat

(credit card industry) a person who pays his/her credit balance
at the end of the month
to be a dead beat dad
to be a man who does not support, at least economically, his
own child
He has never been a responsible person. You should have known
that he was going to be a dead beat dad.
to be a dead beat parent
to be a parent who does not support, at least economically, his
or her own child
She is irresponsible so of course she is a dead beat dad.
to be a dead cert (British English)
to be a sure thing
to be a dead dog
to be in big trouble or in hot water, to have hell to pay
I’m in no hurry. Because after what I’ve done, I’m a dead dog.
to be a dead duck
to be in trouble or in hot water, to have problems
As a result of his behavior, he is a dead duck.
to be a dead end
to be a street with no exit, to be a blind alley
This street is a dead end. Don’t go down it.
to be a dead end job
to be a menial job in which one can not move up the ladder,
to be a job that leads to nowhere
I’m leaving because this is a dead-end job.

to be a dead fish handshake
to be a limp or weak handshake
to be a dead giveaway
to be an unmistakable clue, hint or tip-off
The fact that she wouldn’t look at me was a dead giveaway.
She was guilty.
to be a Deadhead
to be a fan of the rock group, The Grateful Dead
She’s a Deadhead from way back when.
to be a dead heat
(racing or contest) to be photo finish, to be a race where the
winners are tied
Believe it or not, it was a dead heat. We have to do the elections again.
to be a dead letter
to be a law that is no longer obeyed, to be a law or tradition
that is now ignored
Yes, it’s true that interracial marriage is still against the law; however,
that really is a dead letter.
to be a dead line
to be the date when one must pay one’s bill or submit one’s papers,
to be the due date
April 15 is a dead line that you have to respect.
to be a dead line
to be a telephone line which no longer functions
Find another telephone; the line is dead.

to be a dead ringer for
to look exactly like or be identical to someone else
My God, she is a dead ringer for my mother.
to be a dead loss
to be a total loss, to not have received any benefit at all
I got absolutely no benefits at all. As far as my part in
the deal is concerned, it was a dead loss.
to be a dead man
to be a bottle after the contents has been drunk or consumed

(to be) a deadpan expression
to not change one's expression despite the situation, to remain stoic,
unresponsive or expressionless
No matter what happen, he always has a deadpan expression.
to be a dead pigeon
to be in trouble or in hot water, to have problems
As a result of his behavior, he is a dead pigeon.
to be a dead president
to be a dollar bill (with the exception of a few denomination,
the American dollar bills have a portrait of a president)
to be a dead ringer
to be able to be the identical twin to, to look just like
He is a dead ringer to my father. I wonder if he is
somehow related to us.
to be a dead silence
to be totally and completely quiet, to be without any noise

After the hurricane, there was a dead silence that was scary.
to be a dead weight
to be an oppressive burden, to be an albatross around one’s neck
I’m leaving. The way that I am right now, I am only a dead weight.
to be a dead white European male
to be a white male writer or philosopher whose relevancy is questionable
but who is still being studied because he is white and a male
He is nothing but a dead white European male. His life and writing
have nothing to do with me.
to be a deadly shot
to be a good or excellent shot, be able to hit the mark or target
I would be careful arguing with him; he is a deadly shot?
to be a deaf-aid (British English)
to be a hearing-aid (American English)
to be a deaf and dumb (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a bum
to be a deaf mute
to be someone who can neither hear nor talk
to be a dealer
to be someone who sells drugs, to be a pusher
He is a dealer; that’s why he has so much money.
to be a dear John letter
to be a letter from one’s sweetheart to end a relationship (to
be with someone else)

It was a dear John letter.
to be a death blow
to be the last and fatal hit or incident
The lost of the last election was the death blow.
to be a deejay
to be a someone who plays music on the radio or at a party
He is a deejay that everyone wants at their party.
to be a deep fat fryer (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a liar
to be a dekko (British English)
to be a quick glance, look or peek
to be a DJ
to be a someone who plays music on the radio or at a party
He is a DJ that everyone wants at their party.
to be a Delhi belly
to be an upset stomach and diarrhea
In American English it is ‘Montezuma’s Revenge’
to be a demi-plié (French in English)
literal meaning: half plié
to be a ballet position in which the dancer bends the knees halfway
to be a demi-pointe (French in English)
literal meaning: half point
to be a ballet position in which the dancer is on the
balls of his or her feet

to be a demi-sec wine (French in British English)
to be a medium dry wine
to be a demic (British English)
to be a derogatory term for a person who is always sick or
complaining about being unwell
She’s a demic. She is never doing well; there’s always
something the matter.
to be a demo
to be a recording of a song by an unknown group distributed
to radio program to demonstrate the merit of the group and/or song
This is a demo that you have to hear.
to be a demo
to be a new or beta software distributed to others to show its capability
to be a demo (British English)
to be an abbreviation for a demonstration
to be a Desmond Hackett (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a jacket
to be a devil dodger (British English)
(military use/Navy) to be a member of a church or
a strongly religious person
(to be) a devil-may-care attitude
to be untroubled, carefree, casual or free and easy
I must admire his ability to not worry despite everything.
He has a devil-may-care attitude.
(to be) a devil of a time

to be a very difficult time, to take a long time to reach one’s
goal or objective
I had a devil of a time getting my money back.
to be a dhaba (Hindi in English)
to be a roadside food stall
to be a diamond (British English)
to be an excellent, very good or fine person or thing
to be a diamond geezer (British English)
to be reliable person, to be a person on whom one can
count or bank on
to be diamond in the rough
to have a lot of potential, to have what it takes, to have
the goods
Your business is not now making money; it is a diamond in
the rough.
to be a dick
to be a private eye, policeman or detective
to be a dick (somewhat dated expression which
can be misunderstood)
to be a private investigator, non-uniformed policeman or
detective
to be a dick
to be the vulgar name for the penis
to be a dick (North American English)
to be a stupid, dumb, dull or not very intelligent person
He is a dick. Why do you waste your time.

to be a dick (North American English)
to be a revolting, contemptible, irritating or disgusting person
I knew that he would do something so disgusting. He is a dickhead.
(to be a) dick (North American English)
to be a vulgar way of saying 'nothing at all'
He doesn't know dick.
to be a dick flick
to be a vulgar and derogatory term for a film which generally
attract males, to be an adventure or car chase film
That’s a dick flick. Why would I want to go to see it?
to be a dickfuck (British English)
to be a revolting, contemptible, irritating or disgusting person
I knew that he would do something so disgusting. He is a dickfuck.
to be a dick head
to be someone who is stupid, dumb or slow-witted
Why do you listen to him? He’s nothing but a dick head.
to be a dickless
to be cowardly or fearful
He is one of the most dickless person that I have ever known.
to be a dickless
to be a jellyfish, softy, weak stick or wimp
Because he is dickless, he can’t be trusted.
to be a dicksplash (British English)
to be a revolting, contemptible, irritating or disgusting person

I knew that he would do something so disgusting. He is a dicksplash.
to be a dicksplat (British English)
to be a revolting, contemptible, irritating or disgusting person
I knew that he would do something so disgusting. He is a dicksplat.
to be a Dick Van Dyke (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a bike
to be a dickweed (British English)
to be a revolting, contemptible, irritating or disgusting person
I knew that he would do something so disgusting. He is a dicksplash.
to be a dicky (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a shirt
to be a dicky bird (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a word
to be a dicky dirt(British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a shirt
to be a dicky bird (British English)
to be a child word for a bird
to be a dicky bow (British English)
to be an informal word for a bow tie
to be a dicky fit (British English)
to be temper tantrum, to have a fit of anger or outburst
It was a dicky fit and I will not permit it.

to be a dicky (noun) (British English)
to be a part of the body, structure or device which is unsound or
which does not function very well
I can’t help you. You know that I have a dicky heart.
to be a diddy (British English)
to be an idiot, silly, fool or dolt
to be a diddy (word)
to be a small or little (noun)
It is a diddy house but I love it.
to be a diddicoy (British English)
to be a Gypsy
to be a diddy ride (Northern Irish English)
to be an act of masturbation
to be a didi (Hindi in English)
to be an older sister or female cousin (normally
used as a form of address)
to be a didicoi (British English)
to be a Gypsy
to be a die-hard
to be very loyal, be willing to die for
He is a die-hard fan to that group. It’s ridiculous.
(to be a) dies non (Latin in English)
to be a day when no legal business can be done
to be a diesel dyke (British English)
to be an offensive and insulting term for a lesbian

with male characteristics
to be a different animal
to be different, to not be the same, to be a totally different question
or matter
Yes, I must admit that this new program is a different animal
from the one that we had before.
to be a different kettle of fish
to be different, to not be the same, to be a totally different question
or matter
Yes, I must admit that this new program is a different kettle of fish
from the one that we had before.
to be a dig
to be a clever remark or statement made to insult or offend
That was a dig which not only hurt but which was totally
unnecessary.
to be a dig in the ribs
to be a push, poke or jab in the ribs with one’s elbow or finger
to be a dig the grave (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a shave
to be a digestif (French in English)
literal meaning: digestive
to take a drink of an alcoholic beverage such as a
brandy or liqueur to help with one’s digestion after a meal
to be a digger (Australian and New Zealand English)
to be a man, especially as a soldier (frequently used as a
friendly form of address)
I’m find, digger. And you?

to be a dildo
to be an object shaped like an erected penis used during sex
to be a dildo (British English)
to be a disgusting, odious, loathsome or objectionable person
She is a dildo. Get her out of here.
to be a dildo (British English)
to be an idiot, imbecile, simpleton or lamebrain
He is a dildo that you can’t talk sense to.
to be a dim bulb
to not be the most intelligent person, to be stupid or dumb
She has always been a dim bulb.
to be a dimbo (British English)
to be an idiot, imbecile, simpleton or lamebrain
He is a dimbo that you can’t talk sense to.
to be a dime
to be a ten year prison sentence
to be a dime
(gambling) to be a thousand dollars
to be a dime a dozen
to be common, abundant or easily obtainable
and, as a result, of little value
People like him are a dime a dozen.
to be a dime bag
to be a small bag of illegal drugs

That is a dime bag. It’s not enough for a whole weekend.
to be a dime dropper
to be an informant or squealer, to be someone who
spills the beans or let the cat out of the bag
Because he is a dime dropper, his life is in danger.
to be a dimmock (British English)
to be an idiot, imbecile, simpleton or lamebrain
He is a dimmock that you can’t talk sense to.
to be a dimwit
to be stupid, to be an imbecile, moron or fool
I have never met such a person. He is a dimwit.
to be a ding (North American English)
to be a dent, indentation or deep scratch on the
body of the car
to be a ding (Australian English)
to be lively, dynamic, spirited or swinging party
to be a ding-a-ling
to be an eccentric, odd or not totally sane person
Sometimes, she is nice but normally she is a ding-a-ling.
to be a ding-dong (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a fierce, violent or fierce argument or fight
It was a ding-dong that was so loud that I had almost
called the police.
to be a dingbat

to be lumpish, blunt, stolid or thick
She is a dingbat who does not know what is up or down.
to be a ding-dong (British English)
to be a senseless, foolish, absurd or silly person
to be a ding-dong battle (British English)
to be a battle which is evenly matched and violent
Because it was a ding-dong battle, the winner was not
predetermined.
to be a dinger
(in baseball) to be a home run
to be a dinger
extraordinary, something to take one’s breath away or leave
one speechless
What a dinger! Did he really do that?! I have never seen
anything like it.
to be a dingo’s breakfast (Australian English)
to be no breakfast
to be a DINK
to be a person who is double-income no kid
Because she is a DINK she has quite a bit of disposal income.
to be a dinky (place or object) (North American English)
to be a place or object which is either too small, unimportant
or insignificant
This is a dinky room that we don’t use at all.
to be a dinky (place or object) (British English)

to be an attractive place or object which is just the right size
or which is neither too big nor too small
to be a dinosaur
to be a person behind the times or outdated
He is a dinosaur who will never change.
to be a dip
to be a decline, waning, falling off or flagging
There was a dip in the stock market.
to be a dip
to be a brief decline before rising again
There will be a dip in the economy before recovery begins.
to be a dip
to be a silly, dumb, not the most intelligent or foolish person
Why are listening to her. She’s a dip.
(to be) a dip
to take a brief swim
There’s still time before dinner. I’m going to take a dip in the pool.
to be a dipshit
to be a despicable, disgusting, revolting or nauseating person
He is such a dipshit! Get him out of here.
to be a dipso (British English)
(abbreviation for dipsomaniac) to be an insulting way to referring to a
drunk, heavy or serious drinker
to be a dipso (British English)
(abbreviation for dipsomaniac) to be an insulting way to referring

to an alcoholic
Don’t give him anything to drink. He’s a dipso.
to be a dipstick
to be a fool, idiot, chump, ninny or birdbrain
He is such a dipstick! Get him out of here.
to be a dirtbag (British English)
to be a contemptible, disgusting, revolting or abhorrent person
He’s a dirtbag. You can’t trust him.
to be a dirt cheap price
to be very cheap, to be a bargain, to be more than afford
to be a dirt farmer
to be subsistent farmer, to be a farmer who is barely making it
Although he owns his own land, he is a dirt farmer.
to be a dirty dog
(normally used humorously) a person who is sly, artful, subtle or foxy
who manages to get what he wants
You have always been a dirty dog who gets away with murder.
to be a dirty job
to have the type of job that no one wants such as
to clean bathrooms or to take care of pigs or chickens

to be a dirty little secret
to be a shameful or embarrassing secret that a group of people knows
but never talks about
This is a dirty little secret that has to be brought out of the shadows.

(to be ) a dirty look
to glower, to look sullen, to scowl or to glare, frown or look daggers at
Why are you giving me a dirty look? What have
I done to you?
to be a dirty old man
to be an older or elderly male who chases after and/or who shows
sexual interest in young women
Imagine, as old as he is with such a young woman. He’s a dirty old
man.
to be a dirty trick
to be a maneuver, deceit or act which is dishonest and hurtful
That was a dirty trick that I will never forgive you for.

to be a dirty weekend (English)
to spend a secret weekend away with one’s lover
It was a dirty weekend for which I am now paying the consequences.
to be a dirty word
to be a vulgar or curse word, to be an inappropriate word
I heard what you said. That’s a dirty word.
to be a diseuse (French in English)
to be an actress in a one-woman show
(to be) a dish
to be short for a satellite dish
I have a dish on the roof.

to be a dish (British English)
to be a sexually attractive female
She’s a dish that I would love to get to know.
(to be a) dive
to be a nightclub, night spot, bar or joint
Let’s go to the new dive downtown. I heard
that it’s happening.
to be a dive (British English)
to be a shabby, tattered or grubby place
It is a dive worthy of the worst ghetto.
to be a divvy (British English)
to be a share or dividend
to be a divvy (British English)
to be a stupid, dumb or retarded person
to be a dizzy queen (British English)
to be a silly, giddy, flight, flamboyant or airy gay male
to be a do (British English)
to be a party or other type of social gathering
It had been a do that left me exhausted.
to be a dobber (British English)
to be a squealer or informant, to spill the beans or tell tales
out of school
to be a dobber (British English)
to be a penis
to be a dobber (British English)

to be a revolting, disgusting or obnoxious person
to be a dobber (British English)
to be something which is big, gigantic or huge
to be a docky (British English)
to be a snack
to be a do-nothing
to be a lazybones, goof-off, slouch or goldbricker
He is a do-nothing who will never change.

to be a dog
(boy or man) to be a scoundrel, villain, rogue, good-for-nothing,
double-dealer, rat or bum
to be a dog
to be crooked, dishonest, double-dealing, vile, shady,
contemptible or despicable
What happened to you is no surprise. You know that he is a dog.
to be a dog
to be an unfaithful male, to have other women, to not be faithful
He is a dog. Why do you stay married to him?
to be a dog
(woman) to be ugly, not attractive or beautiful, to not be much
to look at, to be rough on the eyes
Man, where is your head? Why would you pick such a dog?!
to be a dog
(male street slang) to be a friend, buddy, pal, bosom buddy or chum

What’s up, dog!
to be a dog (Australian and New Zealand English)
to be a traitor, informer or turncoat
Because he is a dog, he can not be trusted.
to be a dog
to be a car which does not function very well and is constantly
breaking down
I have the worst luck in cars. This car is a real dog.
to be a dog and bone (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a phone
to be a dog and pony show
to be an overdone, elaborate, dressy, ostentatious or
over the top presentation
I did not like it. In my opinion it was nothing but
a dog and pony show.
to be a dog-eat-dog
to be a world where only the strongest survive
This is a dog-eat-dog world and to deny that is to
live in fantasy.
to be a dog-end (British English)
to be a cigarette butt
to be a dog of a movie
to be a bad, horrible, lousy or miserable movie
Although this is a dog of a movie, it has made a lot of money.
to be a dog of a movie

to be a movie which is a failure, bomb, washout, flop,
bust, dud, fiasco or lemon
On every aspect, this is a dog of a movie.
(to be) a dog-fight
to be a fight between warring fighting planes
A dog fight is usually to the death.
to be a dog robber (British English)
to be an orderly of an army or navy officer
to be dog’s body (British English)
to be a person who is given boring, monotonous, routine
or ho-hum tasks to do
At my job, I am nothing but a dog’s body.
to be a dog’s breakfast (British English)
to be a mess, hodgepodge, disorganization, disarray or a potpourri
to be a dog’s dinner (British English)
to be a mess, disorganization, disarray, potpourri or hodgepodge
to be a dog’s life
to be a hard, difficult, unhappy or arduous life
This is a dog’s life.
to be a dole-bludger (Australian and New Zealand English)
to be a person who rather receive unemployment rather
than work
Because he is a dole-bludger, he won’t go out looking for a job.
to be a dolly bird (British English)
to be heavily made-up and attractive woman

to be a dominatrix
to be a dominating woman who play the role of the sadist
in sado-masochist activities
to be a don (North American English)
to be a high-ranking member of organized crime
He is a don that all other dons respect.
to be a don (British English)
to be a senior faculty member of Oxford or Cambridge
to be a Donald Duck (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a fuck
to be a donation mortis causa (Latin in English)
(Law) to be a gift given to someone who is dying (the transaction can
only
take place after the death of the donor)
to be a dong (New Zealand/ Australia)
to be a blow, hit or punch
to be a done job
(considered affirmative)to be done, secured, assured
or guaranteed
This election is a done job.
to be a dong (British English)
to be a penis
to be a donkey (British English)
to be a male who has a large penis or is bountifully endowed

to be a donkey (British English)
to be an engine
to be a donkey (British English)
to be someone who is not very intelligent, to be stupid or
rather dumb
to be a donkeyman (British English)
to be a man who works in the engine room of a ship
to be a don’t know
to be the designation of a person who answers ‘I don’t know’
on a poll
You can’t place him in either column. He’s a don’t know.
to be a doobry (British English)
to be a word used when one can not remember or when
one does not know the name of something, to be a thingy
or whatchamacallit
to be a doobie (British English)
to be a marijuana cigarette
doodah (British English)
to be a word used when one can not remember or when
one does not know the name of something, to be a thingy
or whatchamacallit
to be a doohickey (North American English)
to be a word used when one can not remember or when
one does not know the name of something, to be a thingy
or whatchamacallit
to be a dooljigger (North American English)
to be a word used when one can not remember or when
one does not know the name of something, to be a thingy
or whatchamacallit

to be a door mat
to be submissive, yielding, subservient, passive or obedient
Don’t you think that it’s time that you were no longer a door mat.
to be a door mat
to be spineless, to not to have a backbone, to not have a will
of one’s own, to be weak
You are only a door mat. You allow people to treat you
in any way.
to be doozy (British English)
to be extraordinary, out of the world, outstanding or terrific
That is going to be a doozy of a shiner.
to be a dop (South African English)
to be an alcoholic drink
to be a dope
to be stupid, silly, dumb or foolish
He’s such a dope. You can’t talk sense to him.
to be a dork
to be a dumb or stupid person
He’s a dork. Let’s go.
to be a Doris (British English)
to be derogatory term for a woman who is considered
either unattractive or unimportant
(to be) a double
to be twice the normal amount of an alcoholic beverage
I’ll have a double.

to be a double-bagger
to be a very ugly person (usually a female)
to be a double bind
to have no good choice, to be a dilemma or predicament
This conflict is a double bind. No matter what you do, it’s wrong.
to be a double-dealer
to be a traitor or back stabber, to betray
I know who you are and you are a double-dealer.
to be a double-standard
to not judge equally or fairly, to give someone a pass,
to make it easier or less complicate for someone
That’s a double-standard. You allow him to do things
that you would never allow me to do.
to be a doubting Thomas
to be someone who does not to not believe anything
that one has not seen with one’s own eyes
John is a doubting Thomas. He will never believe this
unless you show him.
to be a Doug McClure (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a whore
to be a doughnut (British English)
to be an idiot, fool, numbskull or dummy
He is such a doughnut.
to be a dout (Scottish English)
to be a cigarette butt

to be a dove
to be a supporter of peace, not to be a hawk
He was a dove during the Vietnam War.
(to be a) down plane
to a plane which has been in an accident or has crashed
We are checking the passenger list of the down plane.
to be a downer
to be nag, pest, pill, crashing bore, a thorn in the side
or flesh
You are a downer and you get on my nerves.

to be a dozy mare (British English/used for female)
to be foolish, stupid, dumb or not the most intelligent
to be a drack woman (Australian English)
to be an ugly, not very nice looking or plain woman
to be a drack woman (Australian English)
to be an unkempt, sloppy, frumpy, shabby or dowdy woman
to be a draft dodger
to be a person who avoids or evades compulsory military service
John was a draft dodger. He went to Canada rather than fight
in the Vietnam War.
to be a draft pick
to be a college football or basketball player picked by the worst
team of the National Football League or National Basketball League
for that year
Because he is a draft pick, he will be able to continue to play basketball.

to be a drag
to be a suction, inhalation or a drawing in of a cigarette
I’m dying for a cigarette. Give me a drag of yours.
to be a drag
to be a bore, nuisance, pain or bother
This class is a drag. I can't wait until it ends.
to be a drag queen
to be a man who dresses like a woman
She is a drag queen who looks better than any woman.
(to be) a drink
to be a beverage, refreshment, liquid, liquid refreshment
The restaurant has all different kind of drink, both alcoholic
and non-alcoholic.
(to be) a drink
to be alcohol, intoxicant, liquor
May I offer you a drink?
to be a drink
to be an alcoholic drink taken just before going to
bed, to be a night cap
(to be) a drink
(different types of alcoholic drink) to be a mixed drink, rum or
white lightening, to be a beer, cocktail, highball, cider or chaser
(to be) drink
to be any body of water, especially, but not exclusively the ocean, sea
or the deep
Last night, we found his body in the drink.

to be drinker
to be someone who drinks to an excess, to be an alcoholic or a
dipsomaniac
He would have been an ideal mate if he were not a drinker.
to be a drip
to be a pest, pain or tiresome person
He is a drip who bores me to death.
to be a drip-drip
to happen gradually and slowly, to be little by little
It wasn’t a sharp drop off, it was a drip-drip decline.
to be a drive by
(short for ‘drive by shooting’) to be a shooting by someone
passing by in a car
It was a drive by. Thank God, the person wasn’t badly hurt.
to be a drive by shooting
to be a shooting by someone passing by in a car
It was a drive by shooting. Thank God, the person wasn’t
badly hurt.
to be a drop
to be a fast and somewhat sharp decline
There was a drop of support after the election.
(to be) a drop
to be a small quantity of a beverage
A drop of tea would be nice.

(to be) a drop
to be a small quantity of alcohol
A drop would be nice, thank you.
to be a drop in the bucket
to be an insignificant or paltry amount, to be an amount
not worth counting
You owe over a million dollars; this thousand dollars is a
drop in the bucket.
to be a drop in the ocean
to be an insignificant or small amount
This money is a drop in the ocean to what you owe.
(to be) a drop of the hard stuff (British English)
to be a glass or cup of hard liquor or alcohol (not beer or wine)
I would rather a drop of the hard stuff, thank you.
to be a drop off
to be a decline, waning, falling off or flagging
There was a drop off in the stock market.
to be a drop out
to be someone who did not finish high school
He’s a drop out. He didn’t even get to high school.
to be a drove
to be group of animals which are being moved together
to be a drudgery
to be a boring, tedious or monotonous type job

This is a drudgery which I only do for the money.
to be a drug baron
to be a person who controls a great deal of illegal drugs
He is a drug baron. He grows, buys, produces and distributes
any kind of drug that you could imagine.
to be a druggy
to be a drug addict
to be a drum (British English)
to be a house or building
to be a drum (Scottish and Irish English)
a long narrow hill
to be a drum and fife (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a knife
to be a drum roll (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a hole
to be a drunk
to be a imbiber, serious drinker or alcoholic
She has been a drunk since high school.
to be a drunkard
to be someone who drink to an excess, to be an alcoholic,
to be a drinker or a dipsomaniac
He would have been an ideal mate if he were not a drunkard.
to be a dry run
to be a test run, check, inspection or trail run

This is check to see if everything is going according to plans.
to be a dry slap (British English)
to punch
to be a Duchess of Fife (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a wife
to be a ducky (British English)
to be a sweetheart, dear or love
Be a ducky and take me to the doctor today. I have an appointment
and it’s raining.
to be a dud
to not function well or not at all, to be a chronic problem
Admit it. This car is a dud.
to be a dude
to be street slang for a man or a male
He was the ugliest dude that I have ever seen.
to be a due date
to be the date which something is scheduled to happen
or to be paid
This is a due date that you’re going to have to respect.
to be a Duke of York (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a fork
to be a dull dog
a person who is dull, flat, uninspiring or nothing to write
home about
How can you stand him? He is a dull dog.

to be a dullard
to be an idiot, lout, loggerhead or thickhead, to be
stupid or dumb
He is such a dullard that he could not find his way
out of a brown paper bag.
to be a dumb ass
to be an ass, idiot, imbecile or featherbrain
Why are you listening to him. He’s a dumb ass.
to be a dumb-bell
to be not very intelligent, to be stupid, dumb or slow
She is a dumb-bell so why are you talking to her.
to be a dumb blonde
to be a beautiful woman who is not very intelligent, to
be a bimbo
I’m sorry to say that Jane has turned out
to be a dumb blonde.
to be a dumbhead
to be not very intelligent, to be stupid, dumb or slow
She is a dumbhead so why are you talking to her?
to be a dummy
to be a dope, boob, dunce, moron or bonehead
What a fool. It’s simple; he is a dummy.
to be a dummy
to be a sample, representation, model
Because this is only a dummy, it can be easily be changed.

to be a dummy
to be a model of a human being to hang clothing on,
to be a mannequin
I really like the dummies that they have in the department
store window.
to be a dummy
to be a mock up or prototype of a book
to be a dummy
to be a blank bullet (ammunition)
to be a dump
to be a dirty or filthy place, to be a pig sty
This restaurant is a dump. I won’t eat here.
to be a dunderhead
to be a person who is stupid, dumb or not very intelligent
He is a dunderhead who doesn’t know what he is doing.
to be a dupe
to be someone who is easily taken advantage of, to be
a soft touch
They think that I am a dupe.
to be a durry (Australian and New Zealand English)
to be a cigarette
to be a durzi (Indian)
to be a tailor
to be a dustbin lid (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)

to be a kid
to be a Dutch door
to be a stable door
to be a dutch (British English)
to be a wife
to be a Dutch auction
to be an auction in which one starts high than reduces the
price until a bid is made
This is a Dutch auction. I won’t start bidding until at the end.
(to be a) Dutch party
to be a party in which each person contributes something
She loves to give a Dutch party so that she doesn’t
have to spend her money.
to be a Dutch treat
to be an outing or special occasion in which each participant
pays his or her own way
This is not a Dutch treat; it’s mine.
to be a dyed-in-the wool
to be resolute, very strong, unequivocal or firm
She is a dyed-in-the wool; she will never vote for a Republican.
to be a dyke
to be an insulting term for a lesbian
to be a dwam
to be a state of semi-consciousness

to be an eager beaver
to be who is anxious to please
It is embarrassing that you are such an eager beaver.
to be an eagle freak
to be a environmentalist, tree hugger or eco-freak
He’s an eagle freak. He will always choose animals
over jobs.
to be an ear-bender
to be a person who loves to talk, to be a windbag
Here comes Jón. Let’s go. He’s an ear bender.
to be an ear-grabber
to be something that makes one sit up or stop to pay
attention, to be something that catches one’s attention
I could ignore it; what he said was an ear grabber.
to be an early bird
to be a person who normally arrives early or before
the appointed time
Don’t worry about Carolyn coming late. She’s an
early bird.
to be an early closing day (British English)
to be a practice in every British town or village where shops close at
1:00 for lunch but, on early closing day, they do not reopen
to be an earth or earthen floor (British English)
to be a dirt floor
Although it is an earthen floor, it is incredibly clean.
to be an easy lay

to be a pushover, to be a person who can be easily
controlled or convinced
to be an easy lay
to be a sexually loose person, to be a person who
sleeps around, (woman/insulting) to be a slut or whore
I know what I used to be but I am no longer an easy lay.
to be an easy make
to be an easy lay or woman who easily and frequently
engages in sex
She’s always been an easy make.
to be an easy mark
to be a soft touch, ready victim or easy target
You should not be such an easy mark.
to be an eco-freak
to be an insulting term for an environmentalist
I consider him an extremist. He’s an eco-freak.
to be an eco-nut
to be an insulting term for an environmentalist
I consider him an extremist. He’s an eco-nut.
to be an Edsel
to be something which is useless or a waste of energy
This is an Edsel. You’re wasting your time trying to
make it work.
to be an educated guess
to be a guess but supported by facts or a supposition based
on some knowledge

This is more an educated guess rather than a stab in the dark.
to be an egg
to be a person as in a good or bad egg
to be an egg
to be an object which is roughly egg shaped such as one’s
head or ball
to be an eggbeater
to be a helicopter
to be an egghead
to be a walking encyclopedia, be high brow or smart
Don't be such an egghead!!
to be an eiderdown (British English)
to be a quilt or comforter
to be an Einstein
to be a crack, be very intelligent or smart
He is an Einstein. He can solve any math problem.
to be an Elastoplast (British English)
to be a Band-Aid
to be an elbow
to be a slang term for a detective or policeman
to be an elbow-bender
to be a drunk, drinker or hard drinker, to be an alcoholic,
to be very fond of drinking, to drink a lot
He has always been a elbow-bender. He loves to drink.

to be an electric fire (British English)
to be an electric heater
to be an elementary school (British English)
to be a grade school
to be an elevator (British English)
to be a generic term for anything that lifts, especially a shoe lift
to be an eleven (British English)
(sports) to be, in American English, a football team
to be an eleven (British English)
to be, in British English, cricket or soccer
to be an empty-nester
to be a parent whose children no longer live at home or whose
children have moved out
Because I am an empty nester, I’m going to move into
a smaller house.
to be an end (British English)
to be a cigarette butt
to be an engine driver (British English)
to be an engineer
to be an enigma
to be unknown, a question or incomprehensible
She was an enigma who I never succeeded in understanding.
to be an empty suit
to be a distinctive looking person who is nothing but a product
of publicity, to be a person without power or talent who has
been made famous by the mass media

He was an empty suit. No one really thought that he was
a serious candidate.
(to be) an end run
(originally a football term) an attempt to avoid or evade higher
authority, to get around authority, to act outside authorized
channel
I made an end run so that I would not be fired.
to be an enforcer
to be someone who has been assigned to intimidate and/
or punish the opponent
He is an enforcer for the campaign; therefore, I would stay
away from him.
to be an engraved invitation
to be a special, exceptional or extraordinary invitation
I think what he wants is an engraved invitation.
to be an enviro
to be a somewhat insulting term for an environmentalist
to be an equalizer
to be a weapon, gun or fire-arm
This baby right here is an equalizer so I don’t care if
he is bigger and stronger.
to be an erk (British English)
to be a rookie or beginner
to be an estate (British English)
to be a real estate development
to be an estate agent (British English)

to be a real estate broker
to be an estate car (British English)
to be a station wagon
to be an exercise book (British English)
to be a notebook
(to be) an even break
to be a fair and equal chance, to be honest treatment, to
be a fair shake
I don’t think that I have ever gotten an even break.
to be an ex
to be a former spouse, girlfriend or boyfriend
He is an ex. I have long ago moved on.
to be an exam
to be an test or exam
It was an exam which I won’t ever forget.
to be an exam
to be a medical examination.
to be an ex-con
to be a former convict
He is an ex-con; therefore, he can not easily get
a job.
to be an excuse for
to be a poor specimen or pitiful example
In my opinion is that he is a poor excuse for a human
being.

to be an exec
to be an executive officer
He is an exec in a very important enterprise.
to be an ex-service man (British English)
to be a veteran
to be an extra
(theatre/movie/ television) to be a person in a crowd or
in a minor capacity
I never became a star but I have been an extra in hundreds
of movies.
to be an extractor fan (British English)
to be an exhaust fan

to be an eye
to be a private detective
to be an eyeful
to be handsome, good-looking, beautiful or pretty
Even as an older woman, she is an eyeful.
to be an eye-grabber
to be a person who is able to catch someone’s eyes, to be
someone who attracts attention, to be handsome or pretty
to be an eye-opener
to be a revelation, disclosure, surprise or shocker
What she told me was a real eye-opener.

to be an eye-opener
to be a drink of liquor taken as soon as one awakes
to be an eye-opener
(drug addict) to be the first injection of the day

to be an eye-popper
to be something or someone that makes one’s eyes bulge in
astonishment or amazement
to be a façade
to be a false front or forefront of a structure
This is a façade. Once you go inside, the building looks
entirely different.
to be a façade
to be a false or deceptive impression, to be a disguise or
masquerade, to be a pretense
That is a façade. The truth is she is a horrible human being
who could destroy you without batting an eye.
to be a face
to be someone influential, well-known or powerful, to
be a politician or celebrity
The only way that people are going to pay attention if
you are a face that everyone recognizes or respect.
to be a face angel (British English)
king, queen, or jack of playing cards
(to be a ) face card
to be the king, queen, or jack of playing cards
I don't have any more face cards.

to be a face in the crowd
to be without personality or distinction, be nameless
or common
Frankly, she was only a face in the crowd; only one
of the many people that I would see everyday.
a face as long as a poker
melancholy, doleful, crestfallen, dismayed, sad
Honey, what is the matter? Why do you have such
a face as long as a poker?
(to be) a face lift
to be a plastic surgery for renovation or rejuvenation of the face
To get a face lift is a very expensive, and somewhat
dangerous, proposition.
to be a face off
an altercation, struggle, encounter or open confrontation
The only solution is that we have a face off to see who rules.
a face only a mother could love
homely, plain-featured, homely, ugly, plain looking,
I love that child but the truth is that he has a face
only a mother could love.
a face perfectly made for radio
to be homely, not be much to look at, be short on looks, hard favored
I would not say that he’s ugly but he does have a face
perfectly made for radio.
to be a face saver
to be an action to save or maintain one's prestige, respectability,
dignity or one’s reputation
The war was only a face saver; it did not change anything.

to be a face-saving formula
to be a procedure to avoid humiliation and shame
It was a face saving formula which did not work. He must
accept everything, including the humiliation.
to be a face to face confrontation,
to be a showdown, battle, shoot out or open confrontation
That was a face to face confrontation that really scared me.
to be a faceache (British English)
to be an evil, to be a angry, mad or miserable-looking person
to be a faceache (British English)
to be ugly, homely or not so very attractive
to be a faceworker (British English)
to be a miner who works at a coalface or an exposed surface
of coal in a mine
(to be a) facing
to be a façade, to be an outer layer which covers the surface of a wall,
to be a veneer, coating or false front
The facing of the building is really deceptive.
to be a facing
to a lining or reinforcement sewn inside of the garment
to be a facsimile
to be a copy, resemblance, replica or reproduction
This is not the real thing; it is only a facsimile.
to be a fact of life
to be something that must be accepted as it can not be

altered or modified
It is a fact of life that all living things die.
to be a factoid
to be unreliable information which appears to be factual because
it has been repeated over and over again
It is a factoid that Americans have no culture. All peoples everywhere
have developed a culture.
to be a factory outlet
to be a store created by the manufacture to sell their surpluses
directly to the public
to be a factory shop (British English)
to be a store created by the manufacture to sell their surpluses
directly to the public
to be a factotum (British English)
to be an employees who does a variety of chores, to be a do-all,
jack-of-all-trades or Mr. Fix-it
Because she is a factotum, she can do anything you need to
get done.
to be a fad
to be a trend, the vogue, the latest or the rag
Wearing nothing but black has been a fad for some months.
to be a faddy eater (British English)
to be a person who eats strange and odd foods but who will not
touch other foods which are considered normal
to be a fade-in
to be a technique in which an image is gradually made to appear in
a film or the volume of sound is gradually increased

to be a fade-out
to be a technique in which an image is gradually made to disappear in
a film or the volume of sound is gradually decreased
to be a faff (British English)
to be a large amount of work that leads to nowhere or which
accomplishes nothing
to be a fag (British English)
to be a chore which is tedious, boring or exhausting
to be a fag (British English)
(Public School) to be junior student who does minor chores
for a senior student
to be a fag (British English)
to be a cigarette
to be a fag
derogatory and insulting term for a male homosexual
to be a fag end
to be a cigarette butt
to be a fag hag (British and North American English)
to be a heterosexual woman who spends the majority of her
time around gay men
to be a fag hag
to be a heterosexual female who is attracted to gay males
to be a faggot (British English)
to be a bundle of bound iron rods to be hammered into bars
to be a faggot (British English)

to be a baked or fried roll of seasoned chopped liver
to be a fagot
to be a bundle of sticks or firewood, to be kindling
to be a fagot
to be a bundle, bunch or bale
to be a fagot
to be a derogatory and insulting term for a male homosexual
to be a failing
to not be successful, to be a failure or nonsuccess
to be a failing
to be a flaw, shortcoming, weakness or foible
This policy sounds good but there is a failing that no one can ignore.
to be a failing
(health) to be a declining, decay, decrepitude or debilitation
to be a failure
to be a bankruptcy, economic insolvency or crash, to be financial
disaster
to be a failure
to be a person who has failed, to be a bomb, an also-ran or
loser
He has been a failure since I can remember.
to be a fair
to be a show, exhibit or display of a particular product, i.e.
a horse, livestock or farm show

to be a fair
to be a market, periodic gathering for the sale of goods or bazaar
Did you hear? This weekend there’s a fair in town.
to be a fair copy (British English)
to the copy of a work after all corrections have been made
(to be) a fair shake
to be equal, unbiased, disinterested or impartial treatment
I have nothing to complain about. I got a fair shake.
to be a fair weather friend
to be friend as long as there are no problems, to
be a friend only when times are good
He isn’t someone you can count on. He’s a
fair weather friend.
to be a fairy
to be a derogatory and insulting term for a gay male
to be a fairy grandmother
to be a magical woman who helps one to achieve his or
her goal
It wasn’t a very realistic story. The main character was a fairy
grandmother.
to be a fairy story (British English)
to be a magical tale of dragons, kings, princes, princesses, knights, lords
and ladies directed toward children
to be a fairy tale (North American English)
to be a magical tale of dragons, kings, princes, princesses, knights, lords
and ladies directed toward children

to be a fairy tale ending
to be a happy ending
to be a fait accompli (French in English)
to be a done deal, to have already been decided or done
It is a fait accompli. Nothing you can say or do
will change that fact.
to be a fake
to not be the real thing, to be a counterfeit or a two-dollar bill
This is a fake. Anyone can see that.
to be a fake-bake
to be tan from a tanning salon rather than from the sun
I suppose it’s okay but in the end it’s a fake-bake.
to be a Fakey Ned (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a bed
to be a fall guy
to be a chump or scapegoat, be the person who is set up
to take the blame
I believe that Oswald was only a fall guy.
to be a fall-off
to be a reduction or decrease
There has been quite a fall-off in support.
to be a fall-out
to be a consequences, after affect, outcome or aftermath
What you are now seeing is a fallout after years of neglect.

to be a falling-out
to be an argument, quarrel or fight which leads to a separation
or estrangement of friends or loved ones
Because there was a falling-out, they are no longer friends.
to be a false alarm
to be a warning of an emergency that does not happen
I thank God that it was a false alarm. A level five hurricane is horrible.
to be a false dawn
(literally) to be a light which precedes the actual rising of the sun
by about an hour
to be a false dawn
to be an anticipated promising situation that, in the end, comes
to nothing
It was nothing but a false dawn. All that fuss about publishing
my book was just smoke and mirrors.
to be a false friend (British English)
(language) to be a false cognate (a word which appears to be the same in
two different languages but in reality have two different meaning
The word ‘actual’ is a false friend. In Spanish it means ‘present-day’
where in
English it means ‘real, true or factual’.
(to be) a false move
to be move with can be interpreted as threatening, dangerous or
menacing
A false move can lead to your death. Be very careful.
to be a false start
(race) to have a competitor who started before the agreed
on signal has been given

to be a false start
to be an unsuccessful beginning of a project or business
No, we opened in December. The September opening had been a false
start. We closed soon after.
to be a family name
to be one’s last name or surname
Yes, I know it does not sound like it but ‘Joe’ is a family name.
to be a famous face
to be popular, famous, famed, well-known, noted or notorious
She will not be able to walk a block. She has a famous face.
to be a fan
to be a devotee, enthusiasts or fanatic of a particular entertainer,
sport team or the like
She is a rabid fan of the Yankees.
to be a fanatic
to be a zealot, partisan or extremist of a particular religion or
political party
She is a fanatic when it comes to the Green Party.
to be a fanatic
to be rabid, fanatical, fervent, ardent or off the wall about
When it comes to her country, she is a fanatic.
to be a fan club
to be an organization of devotees or enthusiasts of a particular
entertainer or sport team
to be a fancy Dan

to be dandy, peacock, sharp dresser or gallant
a fanzine
to be a magazine put out by fans
to be a far cry from
to be only remotely or distantly related, be far from
This is a far cry from what I originally wanted.
to be a farce
to be a sham, nonsense, joke or absurdity
This investigation is a farce. It’s a waste of everyone’s time.
to be a fare stage (British English)
to be a section of a bus or tram which a fixed price is charged
to be a farmhand
to be a person hired to help a farmer to plant and harvest his crops
This is not my farm. I am a farmhand, nothing else.
to be a fart
to be wind emitted from one’s anus, to pass gas
to be a fart
to be a disgusting, contemptible or revolting person
He’s a fart.
to be a fast buck
to be quick money, to earn easy and fast money
It is no longer easy to earn a fast buck.
to be a fast food
to be a food which takes almost no time to cook and which is

laden with fat and empty calories
to be a fast food restaurant
to be a restaurant where one is in and out quickly, to be
a restaurant where fast food is served, i.e. hamburgers,
French fries and hot dog
(to be) a fast one
to be a trick, to deceive, to hoodwink
She pulled a fast one on everyone in the school.
to be a fast talker
to be a person who talks fast and who uses misleading language in
order to convince or persuade
Because he is a fast talker, you can’t trust him.
to be a fat cat
to be a rich, powerful and influential person
He’s a fat cat; therefore, he got to meet the president.
(to be) a fat chance
to have no chance, to not be possible or almost impossible
You have a fat chance getting him to come home for Christmas.
to be a fat farm
to be a place where people go to lose weight over a period of time
This is a fat farm; therefore, of course, they don’t have ice cream.
to be a fat head
to be a dumbbell, stupid, imbecile, moron or fool
All I can say is that you’re a fathead.
to be a fat mouth

to be a motor-mouth, to be someone who talks incessantly, to
not know how to keep one’s mouth shut
to be a fatal attraction
to be an attraction which is bad for both person, to be a
romance which is destructive to both parties
It was a fatal attraction. I’m glad that we aren’t
together anymore.

to be a father figure
to represent the figure of the father
Although he is only their older brother, he is
a father figure to them.
to be a fatso
to be a insulting way to refer to a fat or overweight person
He’s a fatso.
to be a fatty
to be a insulting way to refer to a fat or overweight person
He’s a fatty.
to be a fatwa (Arabic in English)
to be, by a recognize Islamic authority, a ruling on a point
of Islamic law
to be a faujdar (Indian)
to be a police officer
to be a faultfinder
to be a complainer, nit-picker or critic, to be someone
who is never satisfied
She gets on my last nerve; she has always been a faultfinder.
She’s never satisfied with anything.

to be a Faustian pact
to be a deal with the devil that in return for one’s soul one is
given power and material gain
If you do this, it will be a Faustian pact that you will soon regret.
to be a faux ami (British English)
(language) to be a false cognate (a word which appears to be the same in
two different languages but in reality have two different meaning
The word ‘actual’ is a false friend. In Spanish it means ‘present-day’
where in
English it means ‘real, true or factual’.
to be a faux naïf (French in English)
literal translation: to false naïve
to be a person who cleverly or shrewdly pretends innocence,
to act as if one were disingenuous
to be a faux pas
to be a social blunder, transgression or wrong move
It was a faux pas that all I can say.
to be a favorite
to be the one that is preferred, chosen, to one’s liking or favored
She is a favorite of the teacher. She is one of the teacher’s pet.
to be a favourite (British English)
to be the one that is preferred, chosen, to one’s liking or favored
She is a favourite of the teacher. She is one of the teacher’s pet.
to be a fazenda (Portuguese in British English)
to be a large estate with a great amount of land, in
Spanish, a hacienda, in the American South, a plantation

to be a feast
to be a celebration, ceremony, commemoration, holiday or feast day
to be a feast
to be a banquet, spread, barbeque or cookout
We had a feast. I had never seen so much food.
to be a feast (British English)
to be an annual village festival
to be a feather-brain
to be one who is featherheaded, stupid, extremely
silly or ridiculous
This is a feather-brain idea.
to be a feather head
to be a lightweight, to not be very intelligent or
not the sharpest tool
It should be illegal to be such a featherhead.
to be a feather in one’s cap
to be an achievement, accomplishment, feat or deed that
one is proud of
This article about our company in the newspaper is, indeed,
a feather in my cap.
to be a feathered friend
to be a bird
to be a feature
(mass media) to be a lengthy television or radio broadcast or
lengthy magazine or newspaper article on a particular subject

There was a feature on the radio about the immigration problems
in the U.S. that I think you should listen to.
to be a feature film
to be a full-length film, to be the main film
There won’t be a feature film tonight. They are going to
show a lot of shorts.
to be a Fed
to be a federal government employee, especially in the
area of law enforcement, i.e. a FBI agent
I know that you are a Fed. What do you want?
to be a Federal case
to be something big, important or significant, to be
something that can not be ignored
I do think that you’re exaggerating. This is not a Federal case.
Thank God, this is something that we can deal with.
to be a feeb
to an insulting term for a feeble-minded, feeble or
slow-witted person
He is a feeb so why waste your time explaining anything to him.
to be a feeder (British English)
to be a baby’s bottle (bottle used to feed an infant and baby)
to be a feeder (British English)
to be a baby’s bib
to be a feeding frenzy
to be ruthless attack by the media
Forget it. It is nothing but a feeding frenzy.

(to be) a feel
to be a sense of touch or sensation
This cloth has a feel of silk. It’s so smooth.
(to be) a feel
to have a knack, flair or talent for
He has a feel for music like I have never experienced before.
(to be) a feel
to be a caress or to fondle, touch or stroke someone’s
breast, buttocks or genital
He had tried to cop a feel as he walked out of the room.
to be a feeler
to be a proposal, pilot or trail balloon, overture or probe
I think what he was doing was sending out feelers to see
the nation’s reaction.
to be a feeling
to be sneaking suspicion, to be a premonition
I don’t know. It’s a feeling that I have. I could be wrong.
(to be) a feeling in one’s bones
to have a gut feeling, hunch, feeling or sneaking suspicion
I have a feeling in my bones that he’s lying.
to be a felix culpa (Latin in British English)
literal translation = happy or fortunate error
to be that a disaster or tragedy having a fortunate or
happy consequence

to be a fell (British English)
to be an upland pasture or stretch of high moorland in
northern England, i.e. Cross fell
(to be a) fella
to be a non-standard spelling and pronunciation
of ‘fellow’ (man or boy)
Look at that fella over there? What is he doing?
(to be a) feller
to be a non-standard spelling and pronunciation of ‘fellow’ (man or boy)
Look at that feller over there? What is he doing?
to be a fellow
to be a man or boy
He’s a strange fellow. I don’t understand him.
to be a fellow
a boy or man (usually a stranger)
Who’s that fellow over there? What’s his name?
to be a felo de se (Latin in English)
literal translation: felon of oneself
the act of committing suicide
to be a felo de se (Latin in English)
literal translation: felon of oneself
to be a person who commits suicide
to be a fem
to be a feminine lesbian
to be a femme (British English)

to be a feminine lesbian
to be a femme fatale (French in English)
to be a woman who ultimately causes the downfall of a man
She is a femme fatale only if you want her to be. You don’t
have to give her play. It isn’t destiny.
to be a fence
to be a person who deals in stolen goods
He’s a pretty good fence. Go talk to him to see how much he’ll
give you for the painting.
to be a fender bender
to be a minor automobile or car accident
I’m late because I was in a fender-bender early this morning.
to be a fête (British English)
to be a public function to raise money for charity

to be a fête (North American English)
to be feast or holy day, to be a saint’s day
to be a fête (North American English)
to be holiday
to be a fête (American English)
to be a banner or field day, to be a day of rejoicing
to be a fête champêtre (British English)
to be a garden party or any kind of outdoor entertainment
to be a fête galante (British English)
to be a rural festival or any kind of outdoor entertainment

to be a feud
to be a prolong dispute or quarrel, to be a cold war, bad
blood or ill will
It is a feud that is destroying both families.

(to be) a few bevvies (British English)
some drinks (alcoholic beverage)
Let’s go out for a few bevvies.
(to be) a few buttons missing
not quite right upstairs, not all there, mentally unbalanced
I am sure that she has a few buttons missing.
(to be) a few jars (British English)
some drinks (alcoholic beverage)
Let’s go out for a few jars.
to be a few quarts low
to be dull, dull-witted, stupid or dumb
I like her and everything that the truth is she is a few
quarts low.
to be a fibber
to be a liar or prevaricator
to be a fig leaf
to be something to conceal an embarrassing fact
This is a fig leaf. There are problems here
which must be discussed.

to be a figment of one’s imagination
to be one’s imagination, not be real, be an illusion
Our lives together was only a figment of my imagination.
(to be) a figure
to be the shape or form of a woman's body
She has a figure that he knew was going to sell a lot of magazine.
to be a figure
to be a representation, image, picture or icon
It was a figure of a man in the picture that had me intrigued.
to be a figure
to be a statue, mold, model, sculpture, bust or statuette
to be a figure
to be a character, personality, notable or somebody
He is a figure in the world of baseball that can not be ignored.
to be a figure
to be a an amount expressed in numbers, sum, total, aggregate
No. I’m sorry but this is a figure that I can’t agree with.
to be a figurehead
to be a titled but not actual head, to be a puppet or the
nominal head
Although he is the king, he is only a figurehead. He doesn’t have
any power.
to be a figurehead
(on a ship) to be a sculpture, carving, bust or image

to be a figure-hugging dress
to be a tightly fitting or form fitting dress
Because that is a figure-hugging dress, I can see that you
have lost weight.
to be a figure of consequence
to be a figure of gravity, significance, noteworthiness
or notability
He is a figure of consequence who will one day make a
splash in the world of the arts.
to be a figure of consequence
to be a person of gravity, significance, noteworthiness
or notability
I guess I should listen to him since a president is supposed
to be a figure of consequences.
to be a figure of derision
to be a target of sarcasm, ridicule, belittlement, contempt
or disrespect
I am tired of being a figure of derision.
to be a figure of little or no import
to be of minor importance, of no concern, of little or no import,
unimportant, no matter, of little or no account or minor
He has a very big mouth but the reality is that in the world
of music, he is a figure of little or no import.
to be a figure of no import
to be a figure of not worth mentioning, of no great weight, not
worth worrying about or not worth anything
to be a figure of substance
to be outstanding, extraordinary, remarkable, important,
prestige, notable, different or of high standing

She is not someone to be ignore. She has always been a figure
of substance.
to be a figure that is out of this world
to be a startlingly or shockingly high number, to be a staggering price
It is a figure that is out of this world. I’ll never be able to pay
so much, even I were to work everyday of my
life.
to be a filibuster
(legislation) to obstruct, to impede, to postpone, to prevent
to be a filthbag
to be a despicable, contemptible, revolting or disgusting person
He is a filthbag who can’t be trusted.
to be a find
to be an unexpected and fortunate discovery or finding, to be a bonanza
This is a find that I never expected.
to be a fine figure of woman
to be an attractive woman in excellent shape
She is a fine figure of woman who turns head.
to be a fine how-de-do
to be a strange or upset down situation
This march is a fine how-de-do. Now, what are we going to do?
to be a fine kettle of fish
to be a mess, to be full of problems, to be in hot water
Congratulations. This is a fine kettle of fish.

to be a fine tooth comb
to be a comb with very close together narrow teeth used
metaphorically to mean a thorough and complete search
They read it with a fine tooth comb. They were going to make
sure that nothing got pass them.
to be a finger
to be a rat, stoolie, stool pigeon or police informer
He is a finger who life is now in danger.
to be a finger food
a food that one eats with one’s finger, i.e. hotdogs and hamburgers
to be a finger in every pie
to be involved, tied up or entangled in everyone’s affairs
You need to be careful about having a finger in every pie.
to be a firearm
to be a weapon, a rifle, shot gun or a gun
to be a firebrand
to be a rabble-rouser, agitator or troublemaker
He is a firebrand. His goal is to have a civil war.
to be a firecracker
to be something or someone which is outstanding
and which attracts a lot of attention
to be a fire eater (British English)
someone who is eagerly looking for a fight at every turn
to be a fireside chat
to be a casual, friendly, easy-going or low key conversation

President Roosevelt was famous for his fireside chats.
to be a first offender
to be a person who has, for the first time, be convicted of
a crime
Because he is a first offender, he will not be sentence
for the maximum time.
(to be) a fishbowl
to be in a situation in which everything that one does
is open to public viewing and scrutiny
Being part of the monarchy is living in a fishbowl. You have
absolutely no privacy.
to be a fish story
to exaggerate, to overstress, to stretch, to paint in glowing color
No, of course I don’t believe it. That was nothing but a fish story.
to be a fish story
to be a cover up, cock and bull story, cover story, song and dance
You can save the fish story. I don’t believe a word that you say.
to be a Fish Tank (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a bank
(to be) a fit
to be an angry outbreak, tantrum, outbreak of anger or rage
She had a fit when she found out that he had stolen the money.
to be a five cent bag
to be a small portion of drug (usually marijuana) sold by a drug dealer.
Where can I get a five cent bag?

to be a five finger discount
the act of shoplifting
to be a Five-0
to be a cop or police officer
(to be) a five o’clock shadow
to be the dark stub that appears on a man’s face in the afternoon
after he has shaved in the morning
Honey, before going to the party you going to have to have.
You have a five o’clock shadow.
to be a five spot
to be a five dollar bill
to be a fiver (British English)
to be a five-pound note
to be a fiver (British English)
to be a five-dollar bill
to be a fix
to be the drug that an addict needs so that he does
not go into withdrawal
I’m in so much pain because I need a fix.
to be a fixer
to be a person who can make an illicit or illegal arrangement
John is a fixer. Just tell him what you need to be arranged.
to be a fizgig (Australian English)
to be a stoolie, stool pigeon or police informer
to be a fizzer (British English)

something that is exhilarating, exciting, thrilling or soul-stirring
a fizzer (Australian and New Zealand English)
to be a failure, flop or fiasco
to be a flack
(can be insulting) to be a publicity or press agent
to be flake
to be eccentric, strange or rarity
What a flake!
to be a flame
to be someone with whom one had been romantically involved
in the past and still loves
He is an old flame. I think that she will always love him.
to be a flame
to be an abusive, inflammatory or poisonous e-mail, usually
in response to an e-mail
to be a flamer
to be an effeminate male or an effeminate gay male
to be a flapjack
to be a pancake
to be a flare
to be a fluttering or unsteady light (usually used as a signal)
There is a flare beside the car. His car must have broken down.
to be a flare-up
to be an outburst, eruption or outburst, especially of violence

There was a flare-up near the center of the city.
to be a flash
to be a streak, glint or spark of light
It was a flash so fast that I always missed it.
to be a flash
to be a whiz or whiz-kid, to excel in, to do excellent in
He’s a flash in languages. I think that he speaks four.
to be a flashback
(movie, television, novel) to be a reference to an event in the past
to be a flashback
to be a sudden, vivid and quick memory of an event in the past (usually
as the result of trauma0
He had a flashback that was so vivid that he lost consciousness.
to be a flashflood
to be a sudden unexpected local flood
You can see that there was a flashflood that destroyed everything.

to be a flash in the pan
to enjoy short-lived success, enjoy one’s fifteen minutes of fame
He is a flash in the pan, a one hit wonder.
to be a flash roll
to be a large amount of rolled up money, to
be a bundle or bunch of bucks
Did you see that? That’s a gigantic flash roll.

to be a flat
to be an apartment
This is a flat that I can afford.
to be a flat
to be a flat tire
I can’t drive the car; I have a flat.
to be a flat (British English)
to be a flat tyre
I can’t drive the car; I have a flat.
to be a flat-foot
to be a policeman
to be a flat-liner
to be a dead
to be a flatmate (British English)
to be a person with whom one shares an apartment or flat
to be a flat-pack (name of furniture) (British English)
to be the type of furniture that is assembled by the consumer
in his or her home
That’s a flat-pack bed. It wasn’t hard to put together.
to be a flat tire
to be a tedious and boring person
He’s a flat tire. Don’t invite him to the party.
to be a flat tire
to be a drip, downer, cross to bear, to be a pill or
bitter pillow or hard to stand

I don’t like to go to a party with her; she is a flat tire.
to be a flat-top
to be an airplane carrier
to be a flava
to be a sexually attractive woman
to be a flaw
to be a defect, imperfection or scar
It was a flaw which, although tiny, I could not ignore.

to be a fleabag
to be a cheap, run-down, shabby or dirty hotel
This is a fleabag. I’m not going to stay here.
to be a fleabag
to be a dirty, shabby or slovenly-dressed person
He’s a fleabag. Why are you with him?
to be a fleabag
to be a dirty animal full of fleas
Right now, he’s a fleabag. We got to get him cleaned up.
to be a fleabag
to be an inferior or second-rate race track
He is a fleabag who can’t win a race.
to be a fleabag
to be a dirty bed or mattress

Throw this out. This is a fleabag.
to be a fleahouse
to be a cheap, run-down, shabby or dirty hotel
This is a fleahouse. I’m not going to stay here.
to be a fleapit (British English)
to be a cheap, run-down, shabby or dirty hotel
This is a fleapit. I’m not going to stay here.
to be a fleatrap
to be a cheap, run-down, shabby or dirty hotel
This is a fleatrap. I’m not going to stay here.
to be a flesh flick
to be a pornographic film, to be a skin flick
It’s a flesh flick. Why would I want to pay my money
to see such a film?!
to be a flesh-peddler
to be a man who sell women for sexual favors, to be
a pimp
He is a flesh-peddler who can get you anything that you want.
to be a fleshwound
to be a superficial wound in which only the skin is injured
You’re be all right. It’s a fleshwound.
to be a fledging
to be a cub, be new or novitiate
You have to be more understanding; he is a fledging.

to be a flibbertigibbet (British English)
to be a talkative person, to be a person who talks excessively
about nothing
to be a flibbertigibbet (British English)
to be a flighty, giddy, frivolous or half-witted person
to be a flick
to be a film or movie
This is a flick that I’ve heard a lot about.
(to be) a flick of
to be a quick and sudden movement
With a flick of the switch, he turned off the light.
to be a flicker of hope
to be a little, flash, inkling or glimmer of hope
It doesn’t look good but there is a flicker of hope.
to be a flimflam
to be a trick, rip-off, hoax or swindle
Don’t you get it yet? It was a flimflam.
to be a flimflam man
to be person who hoodwinks, deceives or tricks
He is nothing but a flimflam man.
to be a flimflammer
to be a confidence man, con or swindler
He is nothing but a flimflammer.

to be a fling
to have a romantic affair
It was nothing serious. It was a fling.
to be a flirt
to be a woman who is a sexual tease, to be a woman
who toys or entices a man
You are a flirt; therefore; I’m not going to waste my time.
to be flivver
to be a car or aircraft in bad or poor condition
to be floater
to be a person who does not live or work in any place
for a long period of time
In the early part of my life, I was a floater. I could not
settle down.
to be a floater (British English)
to be a mistake, blunder or gaffe
That was a floater which he won’t forget for a long time.
to be a floating debt
to be a short-term debt
to be a floating voter (British English)
to be a voter who does not consistently vote for the same party
I guess you could say that I am a floating voter. I vote the
man not the party.
to be a flock
to be a group of sheep, birds or goats

to be a flogging
to be a beating, battering, trouncing or whipping
to be a flood of (something)
to have an abundance of, to have more than enough,
to not need anymore
There was a flood of letters like I have never seen before.
to be a flood tide
to be an abundance or a great deal
There was a flood tide of sympathy that he could not overcome.
to be a floozy
to be a woman who is promiscuous, to be a woman who
is sexually free
to be a flop
to be a failure or a bust, to not be a success
The song was a flop, a big flop.
to be a flop house
to be a dirty, poor and cheap hotel, to be dump or fleabag
to be a flub
to be a mistake, error or blunder
That was a flub which is going to cost her big. She’s fired.
to be a flubdub
to be a person who blunders or makes a stupid mistake
to be a flub-up
to be a mistake, error or blunder
That was a flub-up which is going to cost her big. She’s fired.

to be a fluent-speaker
to be a person who speaks a language well, to be fluent in
She is a fluent-speaker of Chinese.
to be a fluke
to be an accident, to be bad luck, to be a stroke
of bad luck
It was a fluke. How could I imagine something so horrible.
to be a fluke
to be a piece of good luck, to be a stroke of good fortune, to
be a stroke of luck
By this lottery ticket was a fluke. I normally don’t play the lottery.
to be a fluke
to be a lucky shot, a chance hit or random shot
to be a flunky
to be someone’s tool or cat’s paw, to be a front
He’s not the person with any kind of power. He’s a flunky.
to be flurry
to be a dusting, snow shower or light snow fall
It’s not too bad. It is only a flurry of snow.
to be a flurry
to be a flutter, flush, bustle or whirl
There was such a flurry of activity that I didn’t
know where to start.
to be a flurry

to be a sudden short period of activity
to be a flurry of activity
to be a fluster, haste, flutter or tizzy
There was such a flurry of activity that I got lost
in everything.
to be a flush
to clean, especially a toilet, with a sudden flow of water,
to wash away by flushing the toilet
to be a flusher
to be a toilet
to be a fluster
to be a period of confusion, bustle or fuss
Everything is all a fluster. What is the matter?
to be a fly-ball
(Baseball) to bat the ball high in the air
to be a fly-by-night
to be a temporary, unreliable and, many times, illegal, organization
or company created in order cheat people
to be a fly-in (British English)
to be a meeting in which people arrive by air
to be a fly on the wall
to be present in situations without being noticed
If I could have been a fly on the wall, I would have known
so much more.
to be a fly-over state

to be a state in which the presidential candidate does not campaign
because he already knows how it is going to vote
Illinois is a fly over state.
to be a fly-pitcher (British English)
to be a street vendor, to be a person who sells his wares on the street
to be a flying frig
to be a euphemism for ‘a flying fuck’
to be a flying fuck
to not care at all, to be of little or no importance
The truth is, I don’t give a flying fuck what you do.
to be a follow-home robbery
to be a violent robbery in which the robber follow
the victim home
It was a follow-home robbery. She said that he had
been following her since she had gotten off the bus.
to be a follow-up question
to be a question that is asked in reaction to the first question asked
No. That was not my first question; it was a follow-up question.
to be a foodaholic
to be a compulsive eater or glutton, to be one who can
not control one’s eating
Every time I see him he is eating. He is most definitely
a foodaholic.
to be a foodie
to be a person who loves to buy, prepare and eat food
Because he is a foodie, he buys any cook book that

he can get his hands on.
to be a foodie
to be a gourmet
to be a fool’s errand
to be an errand, chore or task which is destined to fail or
to lead to nothing
You going to France to see her is nothing but a fool’s errand.
to be a fool
to be a ninny, simpleton, scatterbrain or idiot
He is a fool so why do you waste your time?
to be a footer
to be refer to a person or thing by its height
Of course he’s going to be tall. His father is a seven footer.
to be a footprint
to be a track record or a history of activity

to be a foregone conclusion
to already be predetermined or decided, to have been prejudged
or established
It was a foregone conclusion that she had been guilty.
to be a Fork and Knife (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a wife
to be a Forest Gump (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a dump (to be the act of defecation)

to be a Forty Four (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a whore
to be a forty-something
to be between forty to forty-nine years old
She is a forty-something woman who has given up
on finding a mate.
to be a foul ball
(Baseball) to be a batted fly ball that falls outside the
foul lines (the lines drawn from home plate down to the
first and third bases)
It was a foul ball so it doesn’t count.
to be a foul-shot
(Basketball) to be a throw of the basketball by a play after a foul
has been called against the opposing team
to be a foul-up
to be a messed up, botched up, mangled or screwed up situation
This is a foul-up that I don’t think anyone can fix.
to be a founder
to be a person who creates or establishes an institution
He is a founder of one of the most important state colleges in the
country.
to be a founding father
to be a person who help create an institution or movement
He is a founding father of the country.
to be a foundling
to be an abandoned infant who is being taken care of by other

I was a foundling who was lucky enough to be found by a loving man.
to be a four-letter word
to be a vulgar word in English, to be a curse word
I don’t speak English very well but I know that word
is a four-letter word.
to be a foxhound (British English)
to be a crook, shyster, chiseler, con man, confidence man,
swindler or a cheat
I don’t see why you can’t see that he is a foxhound.
to be a foxy lady
to be a very sexy attractive woman
She is a foxy lady who could get any man that she wants.
to be a fraidy cat
to be always frighten or scared
Stop being a fraidy cat and keep going.
(to be) a frame
to be physique, shape, build or figure of the human
body (usually that of a woman)
She has a frame that could drive any man wild.
to be a framer
to be a founder, planner, author or creator
He was a framer of the constitution.
to be a frame-up
to be a plot or conspiracy to incriminate an innocent person
It was a frame-up. He didn’t do what you all claim.

to be a frank
to be a hot dog
I’ll have a frank with all the works.
(all the works = mustard, catsup, relish, sauerkraut onions and chilies)
to be a Franklin
to be a hundred dollar bill
That ain’t no Washington. It’s a Franklin.
to be a Fraser Nash (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a slash (to urinate or pee, to take a piss)
to be a frat
to be a member of a college fraternity
Because he is a frat, he can get away with anything.
to be a frat
to be a college fraternity
Because he is a frat, he can get away with anything.
to be a frat boy
to be a member of a college fraternity
Because he is a frat boy, he can get away with anything.
to be a frat house
to be a fraternity house where fraternity members live
Because he is a frat, he can get away with anything.
to be a frat party
to be a party given by a fraternity (usually a wild party with
lots of beer and hard liquor)
Why are you surprised? It was a frat party.

to be a fraud
to be a trick, subterfuge, ruse or an act of deceit, to be double-dealing
There’s no doubt about it; this is a fraud.
to be a fraud
to be an imposter, charlatan, fake or con man
He is a fraud; he’s only with you to get your money.

to be a fraud squad (British English)
to be a division of the police who job it is to investigate fraud

to be a fraudster (British English)
to be someone who commits fraud, especially business fraud
He is a fraudster who would rob his grandmother, if he get a penny.
to be a freak
to be weird, strange or eccentric
She’s such a freak. Who knows how her mind works.
to be a freak
to be an enthusiast, devotee or buff
He is a freak as far as punk rock is concerned.
to be a freak
to be an addict, drug addict, head or pill-head
She is a freak; she is always high on crack.
to be a freak accident
to be a fluke or happenstance, to be bad luck

It was totally unexpected. It was a freak accident.
to be a freak-trick
to be a prostitute’s client who wants her participate
in unusual, violent or degrading sexual activities
I don’t care how much he’s willing to pay. He is a freak-trick.
to be a free-for-all
to be a fight or brawl in which everyone participates
I want order now! This is not a free-for-all.
to be a free-for-all
to be street fighting or bedlam, be an uprising, fracas,
upheaval or turmoil
Someone, please call the police. This is now a free-for-all.
to be a freeloader
to be a sponger, moocher, parasite or someone who lives
off of others
Get him out of my house. He is a freeloader.
to be a free lunch
to get something for nothing, to not have to pay for
something
Did you think that this was a free lunch. I’m sorry
but you were mistaken.
to be a free-spirit
to be non-conformist, eccentric or solitary
He is a free-spirit who will never live in one place.
to be a free ride

to be something for free, to get something for nothing
Did you think that this is a free ride? There is nothing free!
to be a freebie
to be something for free, to get something for nothing
I’m going to take this; this is a freebie.
to be a freelancer
to be a self-employed person who temporarily hires out
his or her service
She was not employee of the newspaper; she was a freelancer.
to be a freezer (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be an older person
(to be) a French kiss
a kiss in which the two persons tongue meet
I don’t give a French kiss to someone that I
don’t know.
(to be) a French leave
to leave without informing anyone
He took a French leave so God only knows
where he is.
to be a French letter (British English)
to be a condom
to be a fringe nut
to be someone on either of the political extremes (left or right)
Because he is a fringe nut that does not mean he can not
get elected.

to be a front
to be the person who one sees, to be the face or façade
(but have no real power)
He’s just a front. He’s who everyone sees.
to be a front burner issue
to be an issue that one needs to deal with immediately, to
be an issue which will not be postponed
This war will be a front burner issue until it is over.
to be a fruitcake
to be someone who is crazy, nutty or eccentric
He is a fruitcake. I would leave him alone.
to be a fuck
to be sexual intercourse
to be a fuck
to be a stupid or dumb person, to be a featherbrain
or numbskull
to be a fuck
to be a contemptible, disgusting, revolting or abhorrent person
to be a fuck head
to be someone who is stupid, dumb, dummy, slow-witted
to be a fuck head
to be a contemptible, disgusting, nauseating or horrible person
He’s such a fuck head. How can you stand him?
to be a fuck off
to be an irresponsible person, to be a person who shirks

one’s responsibility
You can not trust him. He’s a fuck off.
to be a fuck stick (British English)
to be a penis
(to be) a fuck up
to be a mess, jumble, mix-up or predicament
What a fuck-up. Who’s responsible for this?
to be fuck wit (British English)
a person who is stupid or dumb
to be a fucker (British English)
to be a disgusting, revolting or contemptible person
He is a fucker who does not know nothing from nothing.
to be a fucking
an intensifier (pronounced ‘fuckin’)
He’s a fucking idiot. (He’s a fuckin’ idiot.)
to be a fuckin’
used to emphasize one’s disgust or anger
He’s a fuckin’ idiot.
to be a fuckin’ guinea*
guinea = disparaging and offensive way to refer to an Italian or a person
of Italian descent
fuckin’ = does not have any meaning, used to put a vulgar or obscene
emphasis on the word which comes after (He’s a fuckin’ American)
You’re a fuckin’ guinea so what can you possibly know.

to be a fudge (British English)
a piece of late news inserted in a newspaper page
to be a fudge packer
vulgar term for a gay male
to be a funny feeling
to have a sneaking suspicion, bad vibes or qualms, be leery
I have a funny feeling that something going to happen.
to be a fur burger (British English)
vulgar term for a vagina

to be a G.I. Joe

to be an everyday soldier, to be a foot soldier or grunt
I wasn’t anything special. I was only a regular G.I. Joe.
(to be) a gab (Scottish English)
to be mouth
I wish that you would shut your gab.
to be a gaff (British English)
to be a house
to be a gaff (British English)
to be a place
to be a gaffe
to be an indiscretion, social blunder, breach of etiquette
That was a gaffe that will not readily forgotten.
to be a gaffe
to be an indiscretion, social blunder, breach of etiquette
That was a gaffe that will not readily forgotten.
to be a gag
to be a joke or prank
It was only a gag. There was no reason to get angry.
to be a gaggle of
1.
to be a group of geese
2.

to be a group of noisy tourists or children
In the France during the summer there is always
a gaggle of tourists.

to be a game
to not be taken seriously, be taken lightly

I did not mean to hurt or offend you in anyway. It was a game.
to be a gangsta’
street slang for the term gangster
to be a gangsta’ rapper
type of rap which emphasizes violence, sex and street
life in some urban centers in the U.S.
to be a gangster
to be a mobster, thug, tough, hooligan or hood
He grew up in the streets; therefore, it’s no surprise that
he’s a gangster.
to be a garbage dump
to be a dirty or filthy place
His house is nothing but a garbage dump.
to be a gas
to be very funny, hilarious, side-splitting
I love to go see his show; he is a gas.
to be a gas bag
to be a windbag or braggart, to be a person who
talks big or lays it on thick
I can’t stand being around him. He is a gas bag.
to be a Gareth Hunt (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a cunt (to be a stupid, dumb, backward, disgusting or
obnoxious person)

to be a gatecrasher

to be a person who enters into a party or any other type of gathering
without being invited
She is a gatecrasher. I didn’t invite her to the party.
to be a gee-gee (British English)
to be a horse (used either by children or in reference to horse-betting)
to be a gee-gee’s (British English)
to be a horse race
to be a geek
to be a young person who is very intelligent but also
a social misfit or outcast
I know that he is a geek but he knows everything
about computers.
to be a geek (Australian and New Zealand English)
to be a look at (as in: to have a look at)
to be a geezer
to be an old or older person, to be someone
who is elderly
He is a geezer, Mary. Your new boyfriend is
old enough to be your father.
to be a gem
to be exquisite, perfection, a work of art, the pick
of the litter
This house is a gem. When did you buy it?
(to be) a ghetto blaster
to be a large portable radio
What a ghetto blaster! Where did you get it?

(to be) a ghost-detainee
to be a secret prisoner without records or a paper-trail
Supposedly, it is illegal to have ghost detainees.

to be a gig
to be a temporary job
I won’t be here for a couple of weeks; I have a number of
gigs in Europe.
to be a gig
to be an up-coming performance or show
to be a ginger beer (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
queer (gay)
a gipsies kiss (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
a piss (as in: to take a piss)
I’m going for a gipsies.
to be a girly man
to be a man who is soft or not aggressive, to be more
feminine than masculine
If he is a girly-man than I like girly-men.
to be a git (British English)
to be a fool or ninny, to be stupid or dumb
(to be) a glass of bubbly
a glass of champagne or sparkling
My hands were shaking when he handed me
a glass of bubbly.

to be a gloomy Gus
to be gloomy or melancholy, to be a brooder
Because she is a gloomy Gus, she is always complaining.
(to be) a go at
to be undertaking, taking a shot at, trying one’s hand at
You can try to have a go at her. Obviously, she does not
want to listen to me.
to be a go-by (British English)
to be a cold shoulder or snub
He gave me a go-by.
to be a go-to-guy
to be the person that one goes to when one wants to
get something done
You want to talk to John. He is a go-to-guy who can get
you information on anything that you need.
to be a goat
to be a fool, sucker, fair game, dupe, everybody’s fool
He is a goat.
to be a gob (British English)
to be one’s mouth
to be a gobshite (British English)
to be someone who talks trash
to be a god-damn
god-damn has no real meaning; it is used as an intensifier

He’s a god-damn fool who will never do anything worth while.
to be a godfather
to be the head of a crime family
He is the godfather of one the families in New York.
to be a going-over
to be a beating, lashing tanning or hammering
to be a gold digger
to be a woman who goes out with a man or marry
a man because he has money
She doesn’t love you. She’s nothing but a gold digger.
to be a gold mine
to be a source of wealth or fortune
Everyone wants what she’s selling. Her business is a gold mine.
to be a goldbrick
to be lazy, shiftless, good for nothing or loafer
to be golden ager (British English)
to be an old or elderly person
to be a golden boy
to be a successful, popular or well-liked male
to be a golden girl
to be a successful, popular or well-liked female
When she was younger, she was a golden girl. Not
anymore.
to be a golden goose

to be the source of continuing with
This business is a golden goose. If I were you,
I wouldn’t sell it.
to be a golden handcuff
to be money and benefit given to an employee so that
he does not quit
to be a golden handshake
to be the money given to employee so that he will
retire early or quit
(to be a) golden parachute
to be the money promised to a high-level executive in
case he or she is fired or dismissed
The board of directors did not like the golden parachute
that the CEO was promised.
to be a goner
to be a person who is, dying, doomed or beyond hope
She’s a goner so there’s nothing to be done here.
to be a gongoozler (British English)
to be an idle spectator
to be a good catch
to make a good husband or wife, be a desirable
matrimonial partner
Everyone thinks that Mary is a good catch.
to be a good-for-nothing
to be shiftless, lazy or worthless
He is a good-for-nothing who will never do anything.

to be a good lay
to be a good sexual partner
She has always been a good lay.
to be a good one
to be a remark or statement which is original, astute
or clever, a zinger
That was a good one. That will teach him not to insult people.
to be a good soul
to be a good and descent person
He has always been a good soul.
to be a good spin on
to emphasize the positive, to tone down or soften the negative
You can not put a good spin on torture.
to be a goody-goody
to be too nice for words, prim and proper, uptight, a nice-nelly,
a namby-pamby or a bluenose
She won’t help you; she is a goody-goody.
to be a goody two-shoes
to be namby-pamby, a goody-goody, be too nice for words,
la-di-da or simpering
She is a goody two-shoes who feels that she is too good.
to be a goof ball
to act silly, foolish, kooky or ludicrous
He is a goof ball. Why are you asking his opinion?
to be a good deal of

to be much, many, mountains, loads
There is a good deal of food her. Please, eat.
to be a good one
to be a remark or statement which is considered original or
clever
That was a good one. That will teach him not to insult people.
to be a Gordon and Gotch (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a watch
to be a Gordian knot
to be a difficult, if not impossible, situation where no
solution is good
This war is a Gordian knot. Whatever is done will lead
to a disaster.
to be a gossip
to be a rumormonger, loud mouth, magpie, blabbermouth or
chatterbox
It pains me to say but your mother is a gossip.
(to be a) grab for power
to be an uprising, coup d’etat, revolt or insurrection
His grab for power was obvious.
(to be) a grand
to be a thousand dollars
Next year I intend to earn a hundred grand.
to be a grass (British English)
to be an informer, snitch or someone who spills the beans
to be a Grasshopper (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)

to be a copper (to be a policeman or cop)
to be a great catch
to make a good husband or wife, be a desirable
matrimonial partner
Everyone thinks that Mary is a great catch.
to be a great hand at
to be skillful (used ironically)
He's twice divorce; he's a great hand at marriage.
(to be a) greenback
to be an American dollar bill
I only have a few greenbacks with me.
to be a green bag
to be a lawyer
to be a Green Beret (British English)
to be a British commando
to be a Green Beret
to be a member of the Special Forces
(to be) a green card
to be an official card (no longer green) which gives
foreign nationals permission to work in the U.S.
I don’t have a green card.
to be a green cuisine (British English)
to be a vegetarian meal
to be a green grocer

to be a store where fruits and vegetables are sold
I need to go to the green grocer.
to be a green home (British English)
to be a non-toxic home
to be a greenhorn
to be inexperienced, immature or too trusting
Go with him; he is a greenhorn and they’ll rob him blind.
to be a green light
to be a green traffic light which allows a car to proceed
It’s a green light; there’s no need to stop.
to be a green light
to be an authorization, permission to go ahead or approval
The moment that the director gave me the green
light, I started working.
to be a green religion (British English)
to be a non-Christian religion in which the
environment is center stage
to be a green salad
to be a salad of green vegetables (i.e. lettuce, celery
or spinach)
to be a green stick fracture
to be an incomplete fracture in which only one side of the
bone is fractured while the other side is intact
to be a green worker
to be a worker who is inexperienced or new on the job

Because he is a green worker, everyone treats him badly.
to be a graybeard
to be an old man, senior citizen or up in the years
Although he is a graybeard, he can still hold his own.
to be a grey beard (British English)
to be an old person
to be a grind
to be hard work or labor, drudgery, toil
My job is nothing but a grind.
(to be) a ground-swell
to be a sudden, unexpected or unforeseen increase
There was a ground-swell of support that seem to come
out of nowhere.
to be a groupie
to be a young girl who follow rock band from show to show and
who grant the members of the band sexual favors
I would have loved to be a groupie if I could have.
to be a Grumble and Grunt (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a cunt (to be a stupid, dumb, backward, disgusting or
obnoxious person)
to be a grunt
to be foot soldier, to be the average soldier
I am a grunt. This does not represent my opinion.
to be a gumshoe
to be a private investigator, operative or non-uniformed policeman

The slang for private investigator is a gumshoe.
to be a gutless wonder
to have no guts, courage, determination,
or endurance
Why should I respect him? He is nothing
but a gutless wonder!
to be a guzzler
to be a drunkard, drunk, hard drinker or sponge
He is a guzzler; therefore, he can not be invited to the party.
to be a gymslip pregnancy ( British English)
to be a school girl who becomes pregnant

to be a hag
(woman) to be a nagging, bothersome or shrew woman
She is a hag who would drive any woman crazy.
(to be) a half-assed attempt
to be a vulgar or obscene way to say: a half-hearted,
inadequate, insufficient or wanting effort or undertaking
You can not make a half-assed attempt to sell
these stocks. It won’t work.
to be a hammering
to be a trouncing, beating, lashing, tanning or flogging
to be a hand job
to the masturbation of the penis
to be a hand full
(a child or someone under another’s control) to be difficult to control,
to not behave according to the rules of where one is
These students are a hand full.
to be a handful
only or just a few, not very many, not a great or large number
There have been only a handful of prosecutions.
to be a hanger-on
to be a flunky, toady, backslapper or apple-polisher
He doesn’t do anything; he’s a hanger-on.
to be a hang over
to be sick or have a terrible headache as a result of heavy drinking

When I woke up this morning, I had a horrible
hang over.
to be a hard and fast rule
to be a rule which is firm, unchangeable or fixed
This is a hard and fast rule so stop trying to change it.
to be a hard-core
to be a person who has a strong belief or opinion, to be resolute in one’s
belief
He is a hard-core conservative so you’re wasting your time.
to be a hard-core (noun)
to be a person who has a strong belief or opinion,
to be resolute in one’s belief
He is a hard-core conservative so you’re wasting
your time.
to be a hard drinker
a heavy or serious drinker, boozer or elbow-bender
Yes, he is a hard drinker but he is not an alcoholic.
to be a hard-handed ruler
to be oppressive, tyrannical, cruel, ruthless or dictatorial
She is a hard-handed ruler.
to be a hard-liner
to be uncompromising or unbending, take a hard line
He is such a hard liner that it's a waste of time
talking to him.
to be a hard-nose

to be deadened, callous, unsympathetic, hardened or shrewd
He's such an unpopular boss because he is such a hard-nose
director.
to be a hard nut to crack
to be a puzzle, mystery or conundrum
I don’t understand her because she is a hard nut to crack.
to be a hard sell
to be a high pressure sales talk to convince a client to buy what
one is selling
It was a hard sell that I didn’t have the courage to turn down.
to be a hayseed
to be a rubric, unsophisticated, not well educated or parochial person
to be a hawk
to be war monger, not to be a dove
He was a hawk during the Vietnam War.
to be a hawker
to be a person who travels to sell his wares
to be a hazard
to be a risk, threat or jeopardy
to be a hazard
to be gamble, chance or uncertainty
to be a haze
to be a mist, vapor fog or cloud
to be a haze

to be a confusion, muddle, vagueness or fogginess
What happened was a haze that I couldn’t get through.
(to be) a head
(medical) to be a skull or cranium
When the other car hit me from behind. I hit my head.
(to be) a head
to be an intellect, mind, wit, wisdom
He has quite a head on his shoulder. It should take him far.
to be a head
to be a unit of measurement
He is about a head taller than most men.
to be a head
to be habitual user of drugs, i.e. pothead, acid head or crack head
(to be) a head
to be a fully developed pimple, blackhead or boil
This boil has finally reached a head. I going to pop it.
(to be) a head
to be froth, foam, suds, lather, puff, collar
This beer has quite a head on it.
(to be) a head
to be the climax, crescendo, critical point, turning point
or crossroads
Everything is coming to a head.

to be a headache
to be a load, burden or bother
He is such a headache, especially when he talks too much.
to be a head taller than
to be significantly taller than another
He is at least a head taller than his brother.
to be a head case
to be crazy, demented or insane
He is a head case; therefore, I’m not going listen to him.
to be a heap
to be car which barely functions, to be an automobile which
is always breaking down
This is a heap. Get yourself a new car.
to be a heap of
to be a pile, mass, bundle or stack
There is a heap of books over there in the corner. Take what you want.
to be a heart beat away
to be less than a second from
The vice president is a heartbeat away from the presidency.
to be a heart stopper
to be emotionally gripping, grab one emotionally, great move
or stir
The movie was a heart-stopper.
to be a heart-throb
to be a rapid beat of the heart

to be a heart-throb
to be a handsome young man who is highly attractive
to young woman
I'm so in love with him; he is such a heartthrob.
to be a heart-throb
to be a handsome young actor, singer, or performer
He is a heart-throb!
to be a heathen
(religious) to be a non-believer
Because you are a heathen, you could not possibly be a
good person.
to be a heavy hitter
to be a person who is very important, of great consequence or
import
He is a heavy hitter in the Republican Party. I would treat him
with great respect.
to be a hell of (borderline vulgarity)
to be estimable, reputable or worthy of respect
He is a hell of man; no one can doubt his integrity.
to be a hell of (borderline vulgarity)
to be estimable, reputable or worthy of respect
He is a hell of man; no one can doubt his integrity.
to be a helluva
to be an intensifier such as very or extremely
She was a helluva big woman.

to be a herd
to be a group of animals which feeds together (horses or deer)
to be a hiatus
to be a pause or escape from one’s regular activity
Because this is a hiatus, you are not allowed to work.
to be a hibakusha (Japanese in English)
to be a survivor of the atomic bomb in either Hiroshima
or Nagasaki
to be a hick
to be unpolished, unmannered or uncouth
It’s obvious that he’s never been to the city;
he is a hick.
to be a hickey
to be a love bite
Is that a hickey?
to be a high brow
to be very intelligent, a book worm or very intelligent
Ask him; he’s a highbrow.
to be a hipster
to be a person who is well informed of what is happening
in the social side of society
He is a hipster so you can go to him to find out what’s happening.
to be a hired gun
to be a professional killer

He is a hired man for organized crime.
to be a hired gun
to be a mercenary or soldier-for-hired
He is nothing but a hired gun.
to be a hired gun
to be public relation person or lawyer hired to resolve
a difficult problem
He is a hired gun employed by celebrities who need to change
their image.
to be a hit
to be a great success, winner, triumph, best seller
I never expected that the book was going to be a hit.
(to be) a hive
to be a group of bees, to be a group of bees residing in a beehive
A hive of bees can be very dangerous.
to be a hive
to be a group of people who are very occupied or busy
The office is a hive of activity.
to be a hit
to be a great success, winner, triumph, best seller
I never expected that the book was going to be a hit.
(to be) a hive
to be a group of bees, to be a group of bees residing in a beehive
A hive of bees can be very dangerous.

to be a hive
to be a group of people who are very occupied or busy
The office is a hive of activity.
to be a hoax
to be a trick, fraud, ruse or deception
He never had the money to invest. It was all a hoax.
to be a hodge-podge
to be a mixture, odd assortment or mess
This article makes no sense; it is, at best, a hodge-podge
of quotes and facts.
to be a hole in the wall
to be a very casual, inexpensive, cheap or low-priced restaurant
The restaurant is a hole in the wall but the food is delicious.
to be a hole in the wall (British English)
to be an ATM machine
(to be) a hold
1.
to be a grasp, clasp, clutch or clench
It took a hold of his hand and refused to let go.
2.

to be an embrace, bear hug, hug or firm grip

3.

to be railing, banister, handle or rail

4.

to be an influence, power, force or cloud
He has a force over his children that sometimes
makes me scared.

5.

to be charm, charisma, mastery or dominion
He had a hold on the audience that was evident to anyone
watching.

6.

to be a pause, delay, postponement or deferment
The office has put a hold on all raises.

to be a hold on
to be detaining, holding up, retaining, bottling up
I’m going to put a hold on any action on this matter
until more information is forthcoming.
to be a hold-out
to delay signing a contract in hope of getting a better deal
He is the only hold-out.
to be a hold over
to be from a former regime or government
It's time to get rid of him. He is a hold-over.
to be a hold up
to be a robbery, stick-up, mugging
I think that it was a hold-up.
to be a holi-poli
to be a lawless or turbulent pack, group or crowd
to be a holy terror
to be a very badly behaved child or a brat
I love my nephew but he is a holy terror.

to be a home
1.
to be an abode, dwelling, residence, (Scot.) howff, lodgings
This is a home where many bad things have happened.
2.

to be a crash pad, (British) diggings or digs, walk-up, roof
over one’s head, nest or roost

3.

to be a spread, country house, home or stead, (all British) toft,
farmery, croft, steading, hall or court

4.

to be a cabin, log cabin, (Scot.) but-and-ben, cot or cottage

5.

to be a hovel, hole, hole in the wall or ground, garbage heap,
pigsty, sty, pigpen, shack or dump

6.

to be a hearth and home, fireplace, fireside or chimney corner
This is more than a house. It is a home.

7.

to be a household, family, family circle, place where one’s
heart is or where one hangs one’s hat, seat one one’s affection

8.

to be a retreat, shelter, haven, sanctum, (Scot.) bield, port
in a storm, hospice

9.

to be an orphanage, institution, state hospital or asylum
This has been a home for orphans since the nineteenth century.

10.

to be an insane or lunatic asylum, mental hospital, crazy house,
madhouse, nuthouse, funny farm, loony bin, (French) maison de
santé

11.

to be a retirement, nursing or old-age home, rest home

12.

to be a birthplace, village, town, city, mother or fatherland, native
country, soil or land

13.

to be a destination or goal

14.

to be a terminal point, end, end of the road or line or last stop

15.

to be a grave, cemetery, resting place or heaven

to be a honky-tonk
to be a small, sometimes illegal, club where one can participate
legal as well as illegal activities, including prostitution
to be a hood
(short for the term hoodlum)
to be a hoodlum
to be a ruffian, hooligan or roughneck
He may be nice to you but, the truth is, he’s a real hoodlum.
to be a hooker
to be prostitute, a woman who sells herself, a woman who has
sex in return for money
I don’t have sex for free. I’m hooker. You’ve got to pay.
to be a hooligan (British English)
to be a punk, juvenile delinquent or member of gang
I don’t know what you expect of him; he’s a hooligan.
to be a hoopla
to be a disturbance, disruption, to-do, commotion, ruckus

This is nothing but a hoopla.
to be a hooray Henry (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a useless upper class twit or jerk
to be a hooter (British English)
to be the horn on a motor vehicle
to be a hooter (British English)
to be one’s nose
to be a horde
to be a group of unruly or out of control group of persons or animals
We are not a horde. We are an organized group of people.
to be a horse of another color
to be quite a different matter
It's not the same thing. It's a horse of a different color.
to be a horse race
(politics) to be a race where all competitors have
a good chance to win
Now that there are only two persons, it is a horse race.
to be a horse trader
to be a skilled businessman
You can’t cheat him; he’s been a horse trader all his life.
to be a hotbed of
1.
to be a fertile ground or soil for, breeding ground or seedbed
Poverty is a hotbed of crime.

2.

to be a nest, cradle or womb
This province is a hotbed of rebellion.

to be a hot-blooded person
1.
to be excitable, edgy, skittish or restive
She has always been a hot-blooded person.
2.

to be exciting, adventurous, audacious or bold
She is a hot-blooded person; therefore; her actions do
not surprise me.

3.

to be ardent, passionate, impassioned or fiery

4.

to be lusty, horny, randy or sex crazy

to be a hot dog
to be a show off, grand-stander or hotshot
He can't work on a team; he is too much a hot dog.
to be a hot head
to be rash, headlong, unthinking, foolhardy,
or reckless
She is such a hothead that I can't control her.
to be a hothouse
1.
to be a greenhouse or (British) glasshouse
2.

to be an overprotective, sheltered or smothering
place or environment
This is a hothouse; therefore, he will never be able to prepare
himself for the bad side of life.

to be a hot head
to be rash, headlong, unthinking, foolhardy,
or reckless
She is such a hothead that I can't control her.
to be a hot potato
to be a problem or a crisis that no one wants
to deal with
Gay marriage is a hot potato that no politician
wants to touch.
to be a hot spot
to be a place, such as a bar or club, where people want to go
This is a hot spot. It is very difficult to get in.
to be a hot spot
to be a place where there is a lot of trouble
This is a hot spot. You have to be very careful when
you are here.
to be a hotchpotch (British English)
to be an assortment, odds and ends, tangle or mess
All of this is nothing but a hodgepodge.
to be a hottie
1.
to be a woman who is sexy, sensual, seductive, inviting,
tempting, alluring or enticing
Have you seen our next store neighbor. She is a real hottie.
2.

to be appealing, fascinating, attractive or captivating
She is a hottie. What’s her name?

3.

to be shapely, stacked, busty or voluptuous

4.

to be good-looking, hot, handsome or virile
He is a hottie. I wish that he were my boyfriend.

to be a hound
to be a hunting, hound, blood or bird dog
to be a hound
to be a devotee, freak, nut, obsessive fan,
enthusiast, buff, aficionado, junkie
I know that he loves the group but he is way over
the top. He’s a hound.
to be a hound
to be a scoundrel, rat, (British) rotter or bounder
He’s a hound so what are you doing with him?
to be a house
1.
to be a dwelling, residence or domicile
2.

to be a home, household, family, (British) ingleside or inglenook

3.

to be a fraternity or sorority

4.

to be a family, family tree, ancestry, strain, stock, blood or race

5.

to be a public building, theatre or concert hall

6.

to be a church, synagogue, temple or mosque

7.

to be a legislative, advisory or deliberative group, congress,
assembly, lower chamber or quorum

8.

to be a business, firm, corporation, company, partnership or
stock

to be a housebreaker
to be a robber, thief, second-story man, (British) picklock, crook,
criminal or cat burglar
to be a housekeeper
to be a housewife, maid or help
Just because I am a housekeeper that does not mean I should
not earn a living wage.
to be a housewife
to be a homemaker, housekeeper, better half, or chief cook and
bottle washer
She is a housewife, among other roles that she has.
to be a house of cards
to be a weak or unstable structure
His arguments are a house of cards.
to be a household name
to be well-known, famous or celebrated
As a result what happened Sunday, she is now a
household name.
to be a hovel
1.
to be a hole, hole in the ground, shack, pigpen or pigsty
This is a hovel. Why in God’s name do you live here?

2.

to be a shanty, (British) bothy or cote, (Scot.) but-and ben
or cabin

3.

to be a shed, coop, crib, chicken coop or pen
It is a hovel where no one should live.

to be a howl
to be a yowl, ululation, screech, shout or holler
It had been a howl that sent chill down my spine.
to be a hubbub
to be an uproar, brouhaha, noise, clamor or upheaval
There is a hubbub going on that I don’t understand. What’s happening?

to be a huckster
to be a hawker, peddler, vendor or salesman
You can’t trust anything that he says; he is a huckster.
to be a hug
to be an embrace, squeeze or clasp
It was a hug that I won’t forget any time soon.
to be a huge box office hit
to be a movie which is a commercial success
Brokeback Mountain was not a huge box office hit but
it was critically acclaimed.
to be a hullabaloo
to be an uproar, clamor or commotion
to be a hum
to be a drone, buzzing, whirring or purr

There is a hum in this room that is driving me crazy.
to be a humbug
1.
to be a hoax, sham, deception or ruse
2.

to be an imposter, fraud, phony, (Australian) bunyip,
wolf in a sheep’s clothing or shark

to be a humdinger
dilly, doozy, something else, something else again or knock out
There’s no denying that that at was a humdinger.
a hunch
sensation, impression, feeling, vague feeling, foreboding
I had a hunch that I was going to win.
a hundred and one shot
to be against all odds, not be likely and one shot
I don't think so. It's a hundred and one shot.
a hunk
to be a handsome or good looking male
He’s a real hunk. What’s his name?
a hustler
1.
a prostitute or hooker
2.

a person who makes money anyway possible (i.e. illegally)
She is a hustler who will find a way to pay her rent.

to be a hut
to be shack, shanty or (British) bothy
This is a hut; I think that we can afford better.

to be a jock (slang)
to be an athlete or someone who plays sports
He is a jock.
to be a john (slang)
to be the client of a prostitute
He is not my boyfriend. He is a john.
to be a Judas
to betray, inform against
You are a Judas who will one day pay the price.
to be a jellyfish
to be a weakling, be someone without a spine or backbone
She is a jellyfish; do not expect her support..
to be a jerk
to be a chump, sap, dumbbell, boob or numskull
You are a jerk who believes he’s fantastic. You’re not!!
to be a junky
to be a heavy user of drug or a drug addict
to be a joke
to not be taken seriously
She is a joke to everyone.
to be a kangaroo court
a crudely or irregular operated court, an illegal trial
This is nothing but a kangaroo court.
to be a kick in the head
to be a surprise, shocker or a totally unexpected event
What you said was a kick in the head.
to be a kick in the teeth

1.

to be a betrayal, breach of faith or duplicity
What she did was a kick in the teeth.

2.

to be a humiliation or rebuff
Her behavior was a kick in the teeth.

to be a kind soul
to be a good person
She is such a kind soul.
to be a kindly soul
to be a good person
She is such a kindly soul.
to be a kindred spirit
to be of like mind, think and feel the same
Although he is a good friend, he is not a
kindred spirit.
to be a knee-jerk reaction
to be a non-thinking reaction, to act or react
before thinking
I must admit my first impression to him was a
knee-jerk reaction.
to be a knee-slapper
to be a very funny joke, be a joke that make
one laugh
That was a knee-slapper.
to be a knockout
to be beautiful, stunning, extremely good looking,
handsome
All I can say is that she was a knockout.
to be a knuckle-head
to be a dunce, be stupid, dumb, or unintelligent
Don’t be a knuckle-head. You know that’s not possible.

a Lady Godiva (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
five pounds
a lady killer
a Casanova, a man who attracts and/or has a lot of women, a lady’s man
Why would you ever trust him? He is a lady killer.
a lady of the evening
a prostitute, hooker or a woman who sells her body
She has so much money because she is a lady of the evening.
a lady’s man
a man who is not faithful, to be a playboy
Why do you want to become involved with him.
He’s a lady’s man.
a lair (Australian and New Zealand)
a badly garishly or flashy dressed young man who
enjoy being the center of attention
to be a lamebrain
to be one who is dense, thick-headed, thick,
slow, or stupid
She is a lamebrain.
to be a lame duck
to be ineffective, no longer powerful, disabled, or inefficient
After the election, he was a lame duck.
to be a landslide
to win by a large amount, win by well over fifty percent
It was a landslide.
a lap-dog
a person who is pampered, coddled, spoiled,
waited on hand and foot or doted on

Because he is a lap dog, he does not know how to go without.
a lap-dog
(slang synonyms) one’s flunky, stooge, toady, lackey or bootlicker
Everyone says that he is nothing but a lap-dog of the director.
a last ditch effort
last effort, desperate action, with one’s back against
the wall, down to the wire
This is a last ditch effort. If it doesn't work, there's
nothing else.
to be a last ditch effort
to be one's last effort, action
This is a last ditch effort. If it doesn't work, there's nothing else.
to be a laughingstock
to be a fool, everybody's fool, a joke or an ass
He must know that the group only tolerate him because he is
a laughingstock.
a laughingstock
a fool, everybody's fool, a joke or fair game
He must know that the group only tolerate him because he is
a laughingstock.
a laughingstock
(slang synonyms) jack ass, schlemiel, boob, sucker, patsy, goat,
(British English) mug, dupe, boob
a laughingstock
(vulgar synonyms) ass, ass hole, butt

a lazy bone
to be very lazy, not ambitious, lackadaisical or good-for-nothing
You are such a lazy bone. What are you going
to do when you are on your own.
to be a lazy bone
to be very lazy, not ambitious or lackadaisical
You are such a lazy bone. What are you going
to do when you are on your own.
to be a leak
(politics) to secretly divulge information to the press
That was a leak that no one had been expecting.
to be a leak proof White House
(U.S. politics) to be the executive branch of the government
where no one secretly pass information to the press
It had been a leak proof White House during the first term.
to be a leaker
(politics) to be a person who secretly divulge information

to be a leech
to be a parasite, blood sucker, usurer
Be careful. She is a leech.
to be a left-handed compliment
to be a statement which initially appear to be
a compliment but is, in reality, an insult
What she said was a left-handed compliment.
to be a left-hander
to be a person who uses one's left hand to do
something, especially to throw a ball

a left-handed compliment
a statement which initially appear to be a compliment but is, in reality,
an insult
What she said was a left-handed compliment.
a left-hander
a person who uses one's left hand to do something, especially to
throw a ball
a left-hander
a slap or punch with the left hand (especially insulting)
a leftist
a person who pertains to the left wing, politically speaking
a left-winger
someone of the left, to be someone whose politics range from
progressivism to communism
John Kerry is not a left winger.
a leg-over (British English)
an instance of sexual intercourse
a leg-pull
a joke, a practical joke, a prank, a tick
a lemon
a car which does not very well and is constantly
breaking down, clunker or bad apple
I have the worst luck in cars. This car is a lemon.
a lesbo
to be a lesbian

a let down
a disappointment, a disillusionment, a blow, a disenchantment
What happened, frankly, was a big let down.

to be a letup
to be a period of no activity, be a lessening, abatement
pause or suspension of activity
There was a letup in the rain for a couple of hours.
a license to print money (British English)
to be a business that is very profitable
a license to print money (North American English)
to spend a lot of money
He acts like he has a license to print money.
a lick
to be a blow, swat, whack or hit
I was not able to get a lick in.
a lick
to be a small amount or a speck
I didn’t drink a lot. It was only a lick.
to be a lightweight
to be not very intelligent, not smart or profound
Intellectually, he is a lightweight.
a Limey (Australian and North American English)
can be derogatory name for an English person
If you call a Brit a Limey be prepared to fight.

a little
not much, a small amount
I’ll have a little, thank you.
a little of this and a little of that
an odd assortment, a jumble, a tangle
Traditionally, the material used to make a quilt is a little
of this and a little of that.
a little short
not enough, not the agreed upon amount
You’re a little short. We had agreed upon a million dollars.
Where’s the other hundred thousand?
a little sketchy to come here after dark
risky, dangerous, not very safe to go to this area at night
It has always been a little sketchy to come here after
dark. This area of New Orleans has always been dangerous.

to be a load off one's mind
to be no longer worried or concerned about something
Now that he's home, that is a load off my mind.
to be a lobbyist
to be a person whose job it is to influence politicians in Washington
He is a lobbyist so what did you expect.
to be a lone wolf
to be solitary or loner, like to be alone
He will never get married; he is a lone wolf.

a long stretch
a long , extensive, lengthy or protracted time
This time around, because he used a gun, he going to have a long stretch
in prison.
a long weekend
a three, instead of only two, day weekend (either
not work on a Friday or Monday)
I’m going to take a long weekend, I’ll see
you Tuesday.
a longing
to be very strong and aching desire or wanting
It was a longing that I could no longer control
to be a looming figure
to be fearful, frightening, dreadful or terrible
Last night, there was a looming figure walking
in the garden.
to be a loose canon
to be a rebel or maverick, be someone who could
not be trusted to follow the line
Be careful, she’s a loose canon so you can not
be sure that she will always support your position.
a lose-lose (situation)
a situation in which everyone loses
Face it. This is a lose-lose war.
a loser
1.
bother, gadfly or frightful bore
He is such a loser.
2.

someone who is always getting the short-end of the stick,
being someone always behind or left out in the cold

I do believe that I am a loser. I can’t seem to get ahead.
a loser
a bother, a gadfly, a frightful bore
He is such a loser.
a loser
being someone who is always getting the short-end of the stick or
someone always behind or left out in the cold
I do believe that I am a loser. I can’t seem to get ahead.
a losing battle
a battle or struggle which one can not win no matter how one tries or
fights
Having a relationship with a drug addict is a losing battle. He has to get
sober first.
a loss of face
a belittlement, to be disgraced, shamed or humiliated
His loss in the election was a loss of face.
to be a lost soul
to be lost, directionless, rootless
Since the funeral, she has been a lost soul.
a lot of
lots, a great deal, a heap, oodles, a large quantity
I have a lot of homework tonight.
to be a lot of bottom (British English)
to have a lot of courage and persistence
a lot of clout

to be powerful, influential, weighty, important or substantial
As a director, he has a lot of clout. I would be
careful how I talk to him.
a lot of pull
to be a lot of power, influential, potent, powerful or weighty
He has a lot of pull. Don’t get on his wrong side.
to be a loud-mouth
1.
to be a big mouth, talk too loudly, have one’s voice carry
Please keep your voice down and not be a loud mouth.
2.

to be a gossip, magpie or blabber
Everyone already think that you are a loud mouth. Stop
your gossiping.

3.

to be an unruly person
Don’t upset her; she is a loud mouth.

a lot of
lots, a great deal, a heap, oodles, a large quantity
I have a lot of homework tonight.
a lot of clout
to be powerful, influential, weighty, important or substantial
As a director, he has a lot of clout. I would be
careful how I talk to him.
a lot of pull
to be a lot of power, influential, potent, powerful or weighty
He has a lot of pull. Don’t get on his wrong side.
to be a lucky devil
to be lucky, fortunate or blessed with luck

What can I say? You are a lucky devil.
a lucky dog
to be very lucky, fortunate, blessed with luck, born with a silver
spoon in one’s mouth, born under a lucky star, on top of the heap
Have you seen his girlfriend? He most definitely is a lucky dog.
a lucky dog
to have scored sexually, have had sexual intercourse
He is such a lucky dog. All the women love him.
a lucky stiff
a fortunate or lucky person
He has always been a lucky stiff.
to be a lull in activity
to be a pause or break in activity, be a down
period
Because there is a lull in activity,
I think that I can take a five minute break.
to be a lunk head
to be dull, brainless, or unthinking
He is such a lunk head that I'm surprised
that he realized the truth.
a lush
a souse, a drinker, a drunk, a guzzler, a sponge
He is such a lush.
to be a made-man
to have been put in one’s position because of the power
one wields or controls

Many persons in high positions are made-men.
to be a maitre d'
the one who is in charge of restaurant and who welcomes guests
to be a man
1.
to be a human being (in general)
2.

to be strong, brave, or courageous
If you run away now, you are not a man.

3.

to be fearless, unafraid, or unblenching
If you are a man, you do not show your fears.

4.

to be self-assured, self-reliant, or confident

5.

to be firm, resolute, staunch, or steadfast

6.

to be unshrinking, unhesitating, or red-blooded

a madam
the owner and/or manager of a brothel or house of prostitution
She has been a madam for quite a number of years.
a man
strong, brave, courageous
If you run away now, you are not a man.
a man
fearless, unafraid, unblenching, unshrinking, unhesitating, red-blooded
If you are a man, you do not show your fears.
a man
self-assured, self-reliant, confident
A man knows what he wants. He knows who he is.

a man
firm, resolute, staunch, steadfast
A man is someone who knows his own mind. Who makes a decision
and sees it through.
to be a mastermind
1.
to be an intellect, intellect, or genius
He is a mastermind; I have not met anyone more
intelligent.
2.

to be a planner, designer, architect
He is the mastermind behind all of this.

3.

to be a prime mover, engineer, executive, guide,
leader, master originator, founder, father, creator,
author, or generator

to be a matter of life and death
to be extremely important or urgent
It is a matter of life and death that we
talk.
to be a maverick
to be a loner, free-spirit or solitary figure
He has always been a maverick.
to be a meatball
to be a fathead, blockhead, featherbrain or dingbat
He is a meatball; you’re wasting your time talking to him.
a meat rack
(gay slang) meat market, a place where one goes to seek out sexual favors
Because of the police, this place is no longer used as a meat rack.
a meat wagon
ambulance
Don’t put me in the meat wagon. I’ll take my car to the hospital.

a meat ax
to use a drastic, ruthless, draconian or extreme approach to reduce or
cut the
expenditures of
She used a meat ax to reduce her household expenses.
to be a meddler
to be a snoop, gossip or a busybody
She is a meddler who loves to hear and spread gossip.

to be a millstone around one's neck
to be a burden, weigh someone down
He didn't love me. I was a millstone around his neck.
to be a million miles away
to be distracted, absented minded or pensive
He did not hear a word; he is a million miles away.
to be a mind-bender
to be an experience or person who forces one to reassess
one's way of thinking
That experience was a mind-bender.
to be a mind-blower (slang)
1.
to be a hallucinogenic drug (i.e. LSD)
2.

to be that which shocks, astounds or surprises
What he told me was a mind-blower. I still can’t believe it.

to be a mind-reader
to be a person who is able to read the thoughts of others
I swear to you that my mother is a mind-reader.
to be a mother figure

to represent the figure of the mother
Although she is only their older sister, she is a mother
figure to them.
to be a motherly soul
to be a maternal, nurturing, or protective person
She was a motherly soul who loved everyone.
(start here for August)
to be a madam (slang)
to be the owner and/or manager of a brothel or house of prostitution
She has been a madam for quite a number of years.
to be a Mickey Mouse course (slang)
to be an easy, insignificant or inconsequential university course in order
to insure oneself a good grade
Of course, I passed the course. It was nothing but a Mickey Mouse
course.
a millstone around one's neck
a burden, to weigh someone down
He didn't love me. I was a millstone around his neck.
a million miles away
distracted, absented minded or pensive
He did not hear a word; he is a million miles away.
a mind-bender
to be an experience or person who forces one to reassess
one's way of thinking
That experience was a mind-bender.
a mind-blower

a hallucinogenic drug, i.e. LSD
a mind-blower
that which shocks, astounds or surprises
What he told me was a mind-blower. I still can’t believe it.
a mind-reader
a person who is able to read the thoughts of others
I swear to you that my mother is a mind-reader.
a minger (British/ Scottish English)
unattractive or unpleasant person (usually female) or thing
What a minger! He needs to shower.
a mirror image
an exact image but in reversed order (as if viewed in a mirror)
a mishmash
hodgepodge, (British English) hotchpotch, mess, tangle, scramble
Her room is a mishmash of every style imaginable.
to be a mirror image
to be an exact image but in reversed order (as if viewed in a mirror)
to be a misanthrope
to be a mess-up
to be a mishmash
to be a misnomer
to be a mix-up
to be a mob
to be a unruly crowd or gathering of people

Because it is a mob, I don’t think that you will be able to keep control of
the situation.
to be a mobster
to be member of organized crime, be a criminal, gangster or racketeer
to be a mole
to be an agent or spy who work in the very agency or organization that
he/she wants to destroy
I’m not sure but I don’t trust Mary. I think that she’s a mole.
(to be) a mom and pop (store)
to be a small, neighborhood store
Fruits and vegetables always cost more at a mom and pop store.
a moneybag
being rich, filthy rich, wealthy or moneyed
He can afford it. He’s a moneybag.
a monkey (British English)
five hundred pounds
a monkey suit
a formal suit for males (i.e. tuxedo)
The wedding is about to begin. I hate wearing a monkey suit.
a moose
a hurtful and derogatory term for a woman
What are you doing with her. She’s a moose.

to be a moron
to be a mother hen

to be a motion picture
to be a mouthful
1.
to be a spoken remark of great effectiveness
or impact
What you said was a mouthful.
2.

to be a bite, spoonful, forkful, morsel,
or small piece
I did not eat that much; it was only a mouthful.

to be a mouthpiece
1.
to be a negotiator, spokesman, representative or rep (usually
negative)
He is a mouthpiece for the company.
2.

to be a mouthpiece
to be a puppet, operative, tool, front
He is only a mouthpiece; he can't help you.

to be a muddle-head
to be muddled, confused, or in disarray
He is a muddle-head who does not know right from wrong.
a muddle-head
to be muddled, confused, or in disarray
He is a muddle-head who does not know right from wrong.
a mudslinger
someone who slanders or defames another
He’s not an unbiased reporter; he’s a mudslinger.
a mug (British English)
to be a fool, nit-wit or imbecile, to be stupid
a mug (British English)
(vulgar synonyms) to be an ass or ass hole

a Murphy
blackmail, exaction, extortion
He got his money by pulling a Murphy.
Start here for Sept.
mushy
to be a nail biting (situation)
to be a harrowing, frightening or scary situation
It was a nail biting ride.
to be a namby-pamby
to be a nice-nelly, be goody two-shoes
or simpering
She is a namby-pamby who must have
everything in place.
to be a nasty face-off
to be a destructive, violent or dangerous confrontation
between two forces
The two brothers had a nasty face-off with their parents.
a ned (Scottish English)
poorly-educated, working-class young male delinquent who dresses in a
running clothes, petty criminal, hooligan
to be a nervous Nellie
to be fearful, a coward or a fraidy-cat
Stop being such a nervous-nellie and do what you have to
so that we can do our job.
to be a nerd
to be very intelligent but gauche, awkward or clumsy
Because he is a nerd that does not mean that he does
not have feelings.

a nerd
being very intelligent but gauche, awkward or clumsy,
being socially inept
Because he is a nerd that does not mean that he does
not have feelings.
a nervous Nellie
to be fearful, a coward or a fraidy-cat
Stop being such a nervous-Nellie and do what you have to
so that we can do our job.
a nest egg
one’s retirement savings, one’s money in the bank
I have a nest egg because I’ve been saving for ever.
to be a new face
to be the newest person in a place, be a new employee or resident
She is a new face. I’ve never seen her before.
to be a nincompoop (slang)
to be a loggerhead, not very smart, below average intelligence
He is a nincompoop who does not understand anything.
to be a no-name brand
to be a product which has a brand which is
not known or popular
Sometimes, it is the no-name brand computer
which is the best.
to be a no –no
to not be allowed, be forbidden or prohibited
According to the law, taking drugs in the US is a no-no.
to be a no brainer

to be an obvious fact or decision
Helping the woman was a no brainer.
to be a noodle-head
to be void, vacant, unintelligent, dumb, or stupid
She is a noodle head who understands nothing.
to be a numskull (slang)
to be dumb or stupid
She is a numskull!
a nut case
to be crazy, insane, not mentally balanced or a lunatic
I know it looks like that I am a nut case but there is a reason why I am
this way.

to be a one horse town
to be a boring, small, quiet rural town
I could not wait to leave. The place where I was born
was a one horse town.
to be a one-liner
to be a clever, original or funny remark
They are one-liners which make me really laugh.
to be a one-man band
to be autonomous, self-sufficient, not need the help of others
He is a one-man band so he will be fine.
to be a pain in the ass
to be an irritant, an annoyance
She is such a pain in the ass. She drives me crazy.
to be a pain in the behind

to be a bother irritant or pest
He is a pain in the behind!
to be a pain in the butt
to be a pain or annoyance
He is a complete and total pain in the butt.
to be a pain in the neck
to be a cross to bear, a crashing bore, a thorn in the side or a bother
Stop being a pain in the neck and sit down.
a pain in the ass
an irritant, annoyance or bother
She is such a pain in the ass. She drives me crazy.
a pain in the behind
a bother irritant or thorn
He is a pain in the behind!
to be a pain in the butt
a drag, pain or annoyance
He is a complete and total pain in the butt.
a pain in the neck
a cross to bear, crashing bore, a thorn in the side
Stop being a pain in the neck and sit down.
a parasite
being a person who lives off another, leech, sponger
Because he is a parasite, he will always look for someone to take
advantage of.

to be a patsy
to be a soft touch, laughingstock or pushover
He has always been a patsy.
to be a pea in the shoe
to be a weight, bore or pain
He is an irritant who is like a pea in the shoe.
a peccadillo
a petty offense, breach or bad move
That was a peccadillo that should not be repeated.
a peeping Tom
usually a male, but could be a female, who hides to watch a
person undress or engage in sexual activity
How can you trust John; he nothing but a peeping Tom.
a peep show
a pornographic film viewed from a coin-operated booth
a penny-pincher
grudging, ungenerous, miserly or stingy
She will not lend you anything; she is a penny-pincher.
a penny wise and a pound foolish
to only appear to know how to budget and save but in reality be
a person who is thriftless, wasteful or unthrifty
Because she is a penny wise and a pound foolish she ends up spending
more.

to be a person of few words
to be quiet, not be a talkative person, to only say what is necessary

He is a person of few words.
to be a Peter Pan
to be a man who lives an irresponsible and carefree life, to be a man who
does not want to grow up
He is a Peter Pan who will always remain childlike.
to be a photo finish
to barely, hardly or scarcely win, to win by a narrow margin
Because it was a photo finish, many people still
do not accept the results.
a pickle
a mess, hot water, problem, trouble
I’m in a pickle and, frankly, I don’t know what to do.
to be a picnic
to be easy, a cinch, a piece of cake, walkover or
breeze
Stop worrying. I promise you that this will be
a picnic.
to be a piece of cake
to be easy, not at all difficult or as simple as one,
two, three
Don’t worry. This is a piece of cake.
a pig of a ________________ (British English)
difficult, hard, tough, not at all easy
This is a pig of a project. I don’t know if I can do it.
a pig of a ________________ (British English)
unpleasant, distasteful, annoying
That was a pig of job. I don’t want to do that again.

a pigeon
an easy victim or target
I wish he were not so innocent. He is a pigeon
for anyone out here.
a pill
to be a bore, thorn or nuisance
He is like a pill that I have to swallow.
a pimp
a man who solicits customers for prostitutes, panderer, flesh-monger
He’s a pimp. He buys and sells women.
a pimp
(on the street or between friends) hustler, a man who has a lot of women
or
lovers, a player, a man who can make things happen and who can get
things
done, a man who knows how to handle himself and those around him
He’s a pimp. No one can make him look like a fool.
a pimp
(metaphorical or figurative use of ‘pimp’) go-between, intermediary,
purveyor,
middle man, someone who can things done, someone who makes the
impossible possible
John is a pimp. For a price, he can get you anything that you need.
a pinch
a tight spot, in hot water or dilemma, a muddle
I have never been in such a pinch. I have no idea
what I’m going to do.
to be a pinhead
to be an idiot, moron, or half-wit

He is a pinhead who has a hard time tying his shoes.
to be a pink collar worker
to be a low paid work done mostly by women i.e.
secretary or waitress
She is a pink collar worker; therefore, she makes
no money.
to be a pipe dream
to be unrealistic, impractical or infeasible
It is a pipe dream if you think that you are
going to get reparations.
to be a plainclothes man
to be a detective who does not wear a uniform, to be a private eye or
a private investigator
To be a plainclothes man can be very dangerous. Because you do not
wear a uniform, there is no way to know who you are.
a plank (British English)
a fool, idiot, numbskull
a player
a male who can attract, and who has, a lot of women
He is not at all ashamed of the fact that he is a player.
to be a pompous ass (vulgar)
to be arrogant, self-important, or haughty
He is nothing but a pompous ass.
a poodle
to be obsequious, menial, servile, subservient, compliant,
acquiescent, tractable, groveling, cringing
That is what I heard. That he was the president’s poodle.

to be a poor lucky devil
to be unlucky, unfortunate or not blessed with luck
What can I say? He is a lucky devil who has the
worst luck.
a popstrel (British English)
a young female singer
a pot-belly
a large-protruding belly (usually as a result of drinking too much beer)
He has such a pot-belly that he looks pregnant.
to be a practical joke
to be a joke, gag or trick
I did not mean to offend you; it was a practical joke.
to be a predator
to be merciless, ruthless or predatory
What was in your head; he is a predator.
a private dick (can be considered vulgar)
a plainclothesman, operative or detective
He is a private dick whose work is dangerous.
a private eye
a detective, private dick, private investigator
To be a private eye is to make more money than
a uniformed policeman.
a problem drinker
to be someone who can not control his/her drink, be an alcoholic
or chronic alcoholic
John has always been a problem drinker.

a problem drinker
(informal synonyms) a sponge, drunk, guzzler, drunkard or elbow-bender
Because he is a guzzler, I am not going to offer him anything to drink.
a problem drinker
(slang synonyms) to be lush, boozehound, hooch, alchy, wino, boozer
or a rummy
You are going to have to admit it. He is a boozehound.
a prude
to be traditional, conventional, fundamentalist,
prudish or self-righteous
She is such a prude that she does not even listen to music.
a pub (British English)
a drinking establishment which sometimes serve food, (U.S.) a bar
a pub crawl (British English)
to go drinking at a number of pubs or bars
No wonder she’s drunk. That’s what happens when one goes on a pub
crawl.
a public (British English)
informal term for a public house or public bar
a publican (British English)
the owner or manager of a pub
a publican (Australian English)
the owner or manager of a hotel
a public bar (British English)
(the opposite of a lounge bar) a more plainly furnished bar in a pub, a
public house

a pudding face (British English)
a large fat face
a puddle jumper
a small light plane which is used for short trips
a puff
a short burst of wind or breath
It was such a puff of wind that it almost destroyed knocked down the
stall.
a puff
suction, inhalation or drawing in of a cigarette
I’m dying for a cigarette. Give me a puff of yours.
a punk
a jerk, creep, drip
He’s nothing but a punk. Why do you waste your time with him?
a punk
a thug or criminal
What are you doing with him? He’s a punk.

to be a pun
to be a play on words
It was a pun which had sexual connotations.
to be a pup
to be tender, untried or untested
He is a pup who believes everything.

a puppy
green, cub, pup, naïve, unseasoned, raw, wet behind the ears, unused
to, born yesterday, unripe
He is only a puppy. What else do you expect?
a pushover
to be easily manipulated, influenced or handled
She won’t be any problem; she is a pushover.
a puss (British English)
a cat
The puss is on the my bed again. Please get him off.
a pussy (British English)
a cat
Note: in American English, usually this term is no longer used for
cat anymore
a pussy
taboo term which refers to the passage between a
woman's outer sexual organ and her uterus
a pussy
offensive term to refer to a weak, control or feeble man
Don't be such a pussy. Stand up to her and show her
who you are.
a pussycat (British English)
a cat
Note: sometimes used in American English to refer to a cat
a pussy-mobile

the type or model of car, usually sport, that impresses and seduces a
women

to be a quagmire
to be a mess or an impasse, be in chaos
The Middle East is a quagmire.
to be a quasi- (prefix)
to be partial, kind of, or sort of
He is a quasi-professional player.
to be a queer (slang/can be offensive)
to be gay or lesbian
to be a queer duck
to be strange, different or one of a kind
She’s nice although she is a queer duck.
to be a quick fix
to repair or resolve quickly but probably temporarily
and not very well
You knew that we had to come back to this question,
it was a quick fix.
to be a quick study
to be intelligent or smart, be able to learn quickly
Teach her whatever she think is necessary. She
is a quick study.
a quickie
anything done quickly or hastily as a result of not having a lot of time
a quickie
a drink which is consumed quickly because one is in a rush
I can have a quickie but that’s it.

a quickie
quick sex
I hate when we only have time for a quickie. I feel degraded and used.
a quickie
oral sex (female to male) as a result of being in a rush
I paid her fifteen dollars for a quickie.
a quip
a statement meant to get a reaction, a clever or sharp statement
That was a quip which I did not deserve.
to be a quid pro quo
to be a quip
to be a statement meant to get a reaction, be a clever or
sharp statement
That was a quip which I did not deserve.
to be a rabble
to be an rampant, undisciplined or insubordinate
pack or group
This is nothing but a rabble; I’m going home.
a rainy day
bad times, a patch of bad luck
Take this; you’re need it. It for a rainy day.
a random shot
an assumption, supposition or hypothesis
I wish that I took credit for the decision but, frankly,
it was a random shot.
a rare bird
to be unique, different or like no one else

She is a rare bird who doesn’t care what people think.
a rat
to be a bad, untrustworthy or malicious person
She’s a rat. You know that you can’t trust her.
a rat race
a confused, stressed, purposeless life
Life is nothing but a rat race.
a rattle-brain
to be unstable, unsteady, volatile, mercurial or erratic
He is a rattle-brain who can not be trusted.
a raw recruit
a new recruit, be inexperienced or not tried
He is a raw recruit; give him time.
a ray of hope
a small slither of hope or some ground of hope when everything seems
negative
I guess that you could say that his return is a ray of hope.
to be a rare bird
to be unique, different or like no one else
She is a rare bird who doesn’t care what people think.
to be a rat
to be an informer or informant, tell secrets
His days are numbered. He is a rat.
to be a rat race

to live a confused, stressed, purposeless life
Life is nothing but a rat race.
to be a rattle-brain
to be one who is unstable, unsteady, volatile,
mercurial or erratic
He is a rattle-brain who can not be trusted.
to be a raw recruit
to be a new recruit, be inexperienced or not tried
He is a raw recruit; give him time.
(to be a) red-eye flight
to be long-distance flight that leaves late at night and arrives
very early in the morning
I prefer to take a red-eye flight. I can sleep throughout the flight.
(to be a) red-eye special
cheap long-distance flight that leaves late at night and arrives
very early in the morning
I saved a lot of money taking the red-eye special.
to be a red herring
to be intended to divert attention from the
real problem , intended to be misleading
Don't worry. It's a red herring.
to be a ripple effect
to have one action cause or set off other actions
What you are now seeing is the ripple effect.
to be a ripple of laughter
to be a laughter in an audience which starts
out softly but gradually gets louder
to be a retort
to be a quick answer or response which causes a reaction,
insults or offends

I must admit that it was an excellent retort.
to be a risk to one’s well being
to be a danger or hazard to oneself, be a
safety hazard
I must warn you that this can be a risk to your well
being.
to be a rolling stone
a person who does not stay in one place too long, a person who
can't or doesn't want to settle down
In my younger days, I was most definitely a rolling stone.
to be a roman à clef
to be a novel in which the names of the characters and circumstances
are only slightly veiled or disguised
It is obvious that this is a roman à clef . Everyone knows who the
characters really are.
to be a runaway
to be a teenager who has run away from home.
I think that she is a runaway so you should call her parents.
to be a runaway win
to win by a large amount, win by a landslide
It was a runaway win.
to be a ruse
to be a trick, to be fraud, hoax or deception
He never had the money to invest. It was all a ruse.
to be a sally
to be an attack, onset, or raid
to be a scapegoat
to be the person who is blamed for all the problems, be
the fall guy
He didn't do anything; he's only a scapegoat.

to be a sacred cow
to be considered untouchable, inviolate, safe and secure
or protected (usually used in politics)
Business is a scared cow in the US. No politician is going to talk
against this sector of society.
to be a scaremonger
to worry, fret, be overly anxious or disquieted
He is a scaremonger.
to be a scatterbrain (slang)
1.
to be a lightweight or not very intelligent
Because she is a scatterbrain, no one thinks she will
make it through university.
2.

to be one is frivolous, flighty, irresponsible or impractical
She does not know what she is doing; she is a scatterbrain.

to be a schlep (Yiddish)
to be inept, silly, inane, foolish person
He is such a schlep that he amazes me.
to be a schlemiel (Yiddish)
to be a dupe, chump, sap or laughingstock
He is a schlemiel that no one likes.
to be a schnook
to be a fool, dupe, chump, gull, patsy, pigeon
He is a schnook that is an easy mark for anybody.
to be a school
to be a large group of fish swimming together
to be a screwball
to be crazy, eccentric, off-beat
I do not like it because it is a screwball comedy.
to be a second banana
to be the less important in a partnership or act (usually in

the entertainment field)
I am the second banana. He is the one who is always
getting the laugh.
to be a second fiddle
to be the less important in a partnership
(usually in the entertainment field)
You are not the most important member of the group. Face the
reality that you are only a second fiddle.
to be a shark
to be a predator, be predatory, greedy or grasping
He is a real shark. He wants everything down to the last penny.
to be a sheep
to be a person who does not take a chance, hesitant
or too reserved
He won’t do anything; he is a sheep.
to be a sheepish
to be docile, manageable or complying
She is so sheepish that she will not question
your decision.
to be a shit head
to be silly, foolish or not very intelligent
He is a shit head; I don’t know what you expect.
to be a shoal
to be a large group of fish swimming together
to be a shoe in
to be a sure thing, have no problem to be accepted or get in
Because his father contributed thousands of dollars, he is
a shoe-in.
to be a shoo-in
to be a sure thing, cinch or breeze
He will be a shoo-in.

to be a shot in the arm
to give more life to, confidence or encouragement to
He thinks that the tax cut will be a shot in the
arm for the economy. I don't think so.
to be a shot in the dark
to be an approximation, guess or conjecture
His answer was a shot in the dark.
to be a shoulder to cry on
to be a support or help
Being a shoulder to cry on was a great help.
to be a simpleton
to be a lump head, klutz, or numskull
He is a simpleton who will never understand.
to be a sitting duck
to be a chump, sap or an easy victim
or mark
She was a sitting duck, waiting to
be victimized.
to be six of one and half a dozen
of another
to be the all the same
Why even worry. It is six of one and half
a dozen of another.
to be a slap in the face
1.
to be a great insult or offense
His behavior toward me was a slap in the face.
2.

to be a rebuff or snub
What she said to me, after all that I had given
her, was a slap in the face.

to be a sleazebag (slang)

to be dirty, obscene, base, vile, nasty, indecent
He is a sleazebag; I want you to stay away from him.
to be a sleepy head
1.
to have half asleep or tired eyes, be very tired, half-asleep
You are such a sleepy head; it’s time for you to go to bed.
2.

to oversleep or sleeping too much
It's time to get up; you are a sleepy head!

to be a sleuth
to be a private investigator, operative or detective
He is sleuth who works in the most dangerous
area of the field.
to be a slip
to be an accidental disclosure of a secret
I didn't mean to say anything. It was a slip.
to be a slip of the tongue
to make a blunder or mistake
If I could take it back, I would. It was a slip of
the tongue.
to be a slippery slope
to be a process which once started is hard
to stop, be on a dangerous and irreversible course
Many people think that euthanasia is a
slippery slope.
to be a small fry
to be a featherweight, a big nothing or big
fish in a small pond
He's important here but, in New York, he's small fry.
(to be) a smear campaign
to be a course of action to destroy one’s
reputation or name
After he published his book, they started

a smear campaign.
to be a smoke screen
to hide the real intention or plan
This war is nothing but a smoke screen.
to be a smoking gun
to be incontrovertible or indisputable incriminating evidence
This is not a smoking gun so keep looking.
to be a snake in the grass
to be a snake, stab one in the back, be two-faced or crooked
Be very careful; she is a snake in the grass .
to be a snitch
to be an informer or informant
His days are numbered. He is a snitch.
to be a snoop
to be long nosed, overcurious, nosy, a busybody,
eavesdropper or meddlesome
Watch out! She’s a snoop.
to be a soft mark
to be the target or the person who is considered the weakest
Because of the way that he looks, he has always been a mark
for any bully.
to be a soft touch
to be soft mark, a target or chump
He has always been a soft touch.
to be a sortie
to be an attack, foray, or raid
to be a sparring partner
to be someone with whom you frequently have
friendly arguments

Before we had become husband and wife, we were
sparring partners.
to be a spendthrift
to be careful about spending money, not waste
or squander money
It is true that I am a spendthrift but I do not see
that as negative.
to be a sponge
to be a parasite, mooch or freeloader
She is a sponge, living off of everyone but herself.
to be a stand-off
to be a draw, tie or come out even
The game was a stand-off.
to be a staggering price
to be a number which catches one off guard,
be shockingly high number, be an astonishing price
I knew that it was going to be a lot, but a million dollars
is a staggering price.
to be a steal
to be extremely cheap or inexpensive, cost almost nothing,
extremely good bargain
This house is a steal.
to be a step in the wrong direction
to go in the wrong direction, make a bad turn
What he is doing is a step in the wrong direction.
to be a stick in the mud
to be insular, straight, parochial, conventional or provincial
You are wasting your time trying to explain. He is
a stick in the mud.
to be a stiff neck
to be resolute, determined or decided

He is a stiff neck who never change his mind.
to be a stomach churner
to make so nervous as to be scared or frighten
This ride was definitely a stomach churner.
to be a stool-pigeon (slang)
to talk, open one’s mouth, give out information which is
meant to be kept secret
To be a stool-pigeon is very dangerous.
to be a storm in a teacup
to be an overreaction to a situation, overreact, blow out
of proportion
I think that all of this is a storm in a teacup.
to be a straight-shooter
to be direct, candid, blunt, or plain-spoken
Don't worry; she'll tell you the truth. She's a straight-shooter.
to be a strain on one's nerves
to be a source of intense irritability or anxiety
He is a strain on my nerves.
to be a street walker
to be a woman who sells her body, hooker or lady of pleasure
She is a street walker; she works downtown.
to be a stretch
to be hard to believe, embellish the truth or a fact
Probably the core of what he says is true but the rest
I think is a stretch.
to be a stuff shirt
to be overly formal, reserved or serious
He is a such a stuff shirt that he takes everything
so seriously.

to be a stumper
to be a problem, puzzle, riddle or enigma
I couldn’t answer the question; it was a real stumper.
to be a sucker
to be a dupe, soft mark or chump
He is always cheated because he is
a sucker. Clear and simple.
to be a sure thing
to be certain, with no doubt
It is not a sure thing. It never is.
to be a swarm
to be an intractable, riotous or disorderly group or pack
This is a swarm of dogs who will attack without much provocation.
to be a swindler
to deceive, trick, lie, cheat or con
He is a swindler. Why did you believe him?
to be a tattle-tale
to be a blabbermouth, tattler or squealer
She is a tattle-tale who does not use know how to control
her mouth.
to be a tear jerker
to be a movie or book which makes one cry
This is nothing but a tear jerker.
to be a teetotaler
to abstain from alcohol, not drink
She is now a teetotaler.
to be a tempest in a teapot
to overreact, overdo, inflate, exaggerate
I think that all of this is nothing but a tempest in a teacup.

to be a tenderfoot
1.
to be an easy victim or easy mark
He is such a tenderfoot that I don’t know how he has
survived up until now.
2.

to be a novice, beginner, or a freshman
He is a tenderfoot who still needs time to get more experience.

to be a thickhead
to be a dunce, dope or klutz
He is a thickhead who understands nothing.
to be a think tank (slang)
to be very intelligent, bright or smart
He is a think tank who can solve any problem.
to be a thorn in the flesh
to be an annoyance, irritant, bother, burden,
He is such a thorn in the flesh that I can’t stand him anymore.
to be a thrifty
to be frugal, not spend money unnecessarily, not waste money
She is a thrifty shopper; therefore, her money goes far.
to be a throng
to be a wild or out of hand group
These people are a throng looking for trouble.
to be a tongue-twister
to be a sequence of words which are
difficult to say
(i.e. she sells sea shells by the sea shore)
to be a tough nut to crack
to be a difficult person to understand
He's hard to talk to. He's a tough nut
to crack.
to be a tour de force
to be an amazing feat or master stroke

to be a tower of jelly
to be a weakling, milquetoast, or jelly fish
You can trust her only if you can trust a weakling.
She's a tower of jelly.
to be a trademark
to be an identifying or distinguishing
mark or characteristic
This stubbornness is a trademark of our family.
to be a trick (slang)
to be the client of a prostitute
Of course he’s not my boyfriend; he’s a trick.
to be a turkey (slang)
1.
to be stupid, dumb, not very intelligent
He is a turkey who does not understand anything.
2.

to be a failure, flop or washout, bomb, fizzle
My attempt was a turkey, a bomb, a total fiasco.

to be a turn coat
to be a traitor or betrayer
He is a turn coat who can not be trusted.
to be a two dollar bill
to be a fake, delusion or phony
Open your eyes. Can’t you see that he
is a two dollar bill.
to be a yoke around one’s neck
to be a bane, nuisance or irritant
I disagree that a child is a yoke around one’s neck.
to be a voice of doom
to a prophet, proclaimer or predictor of bad times to come
She was a voice of doom who no one listened to.

to be a used-car salesman
to be a dissembler, deluder, cheater or con man
Did you really think that what he was saying was true?
He is a used-car salesman, willing to say whatever to get
what he wants.
to be a walk in the park
to be easy, be easy and enjoyable, not difficult
Moving will never be a walk in the park.
to be a walkaway
to be child’s play, cinch, sure and easy victory, a picnic
It wasn’t even a contest it was a walkaway.
to be a walkover
to be a walkway, shoo-in, sure and easy victory, cinch
Everyone says that this election will be a walkover.
to be a wallflower
to be shy, timid, withdrawn, shrinking, or unsociable
Whenever she goes to a party, she is a wallflower.
to be a watershed
to be a period of great change
The Civil War was a watershed in American history.
to be a watershed year
to be a year when there has been great change
The year 2001 was a watershed year in the
United States.
to be a weasel
to be sneaky, underhanded or secretive
She is a real weasel.
to be a wedge issue (political term)
to be a term for issues used during a campaign
to divide people

Gay marriage is a wedge issue in the
presidential campaign.
to be a weigh around one's neck
to be a burden, load, bother, annoyance, problem,
I'm out of here. I am only a weight around his neck.
to be a weight off one's mind
to be no longer worry or concerned about something
Now that he's home, that's a weight off my mind.
to be a weight on one’s mind
to be very worried, preoccupied or concerned
My daughter has always been a weight on my mind.
to be a well which will never dry
to be a situation which will continue with no end
in sight
Unless we understand the why this will continue to
be a well which will never dry.
to be a wet blanket
to be boring, a bore, pest, nuisance, or a pain
He is a wet blanket who is a real bother.
to be a whistle blower
to be an insider in a company or industry who
reveals wrong-doing
It is very dangerous to be a whistler blower.
to be a white collar worker
to be a worker who is paid a yearly salary rather
monthly wage (usually require a college degree)
It is not longer considered elitist to be a white
collar worker.
to be a whiz
to be smart, very intelligent, or an egg head

Once he has been in my class, he has been a whiz.
to be a whiz at
to have an adroitness, natural flair for, swiftness or faculty for
Ever since I can remember, he has been a whiz at math.
to be a wimp (male)
1.
to be weak, not athletic, or anemic
Just because I'm not a muscle-man that does
not mean that I am a wimp.
2.

to be spineless, chicken-hearted, or craven
Stand up for yourself and don't be such a wimp.

to be a windfall
to get an unexpected gain, have a piece of good
luck or fortune
This is truly a windfall and I thank God for it.
to be a windbag
to be a blowhard, gas bag or bluffer
Don’t believe what he says; he is a windbag.
to be a wisecrack
to be a smart, ironic or sarcastic remark or statement
He is a wisecrack that I can not tolerate.
to be a witticism
to be a quip or a clever statement
This is a witticism which I do not appreciate.
to be a witty remark
to be a statement which is clever, smart or amusing
I suppose there are those who would say that it was a
witty remark. I, however, would not agree.
to be a wolf in sheep’s clothing
to be a betrayer, deceiver or trickster

You know that he can not be treated because he is nothing
but a wolf in a sheep’s clothing.
to be a worm
to be a person who is spineless, has no backbone or courage
He can’t be trusted; he is a worm.
to be a worrywart
to worry excessively, be all worked up or antsy
Don’t be such a worrywart who is always looking for the worst.
to be a wrong move
to be a false step, misstep or wrong step
Most definitely, getting pregnant was a wrong move.
to be a yank (British English)
to be an American, have been born in the U.S.
to be a yoke around one’s neck
to be a bane, nuisance, irritant
I need to get away from him because he
is a yoke around my neck .
to be a yokel
to be uneducated, backwards or peon
He thinks that I am a yokel but he is going
to be surprised.
to be a zero
to be a nobody, be considered nothing
As far as the administration is concerned, I am
a zero.
to be a zinger
to be a clever remark or statement made to insult or offend, be a
crack or quick answer
This was a zinger which really hurts
to be a zit

to be a pimple or bump (usually on one’s face)

to be able-bodied
to be healthy, fit, in good condition or sound
Why can’t he go? He is able-bodied.
to be able to
to have the ability to do something.
I won't be able to help you.
to be able to breathe easily again
to relax again after going through something
which has been frightening or dangerous
For the first time in a long time, I am able to breathe
easily again.
to be able to breathe freely again
to relax again after going through something
which has been frightening or dangerous
It been a while since I have been able to
breathe freely again.
to be able to count on one’s fingers
to not have a large amount, be a small or minimum quantity
You’re able to count on your fingers the times
he has helped.
to be able to count on the fingers of one hand
to not have a large or great amount, have or be a
minimum amount
You are able to count on the fingers of one hand the
times he has kept his promises.

to be able to count on the fingers on one hand
to be very few, not many or a small number
You are able to count on the fingers on one hand
the number of women elected to office.
to be able to do blindfolded
to be able to do easily, quickly or with no problems.
I am able to do this blindfolded. I don’t understand why you
can’t solve this math problem
to be able to do while standing on one's head
to be able to do easily, simply or quickly
He is able to do this while standing on his head. He love physics.
to be able to do with one's eyes closed
to be able to do without any problem or difficulty
He is able to solve these math problems with his eyes closed.
to be able to do without breaking a sweat
to not have a problem in accomplishing one’s goal, do easily or quickly
I know that you think that this is hard but I don’t.
I can do this without breaking a sweat.
to be able to get around again
to be recuperated, well again or no longer ill
After so many days in bed, I am glad that I am able
to get around again.
to be able to make it to
to attend, arrive, be present, get there
I won't be able to make it to tonight's meeting.

to be able to make people jump to attention
to be very powerful and influential, have a lot of power,
be a big shot or a big gun
I would not ignore him because he is no longer the CEO.
He is still able to make people jump to attention.
to be able to pick up the phone
to be influential, powerful, of high standing or ranking
He is so known in this town that he is able to pick up
the phone and get what he wants.
to be able to pull strings
to have friends and/or family in important and
powerful positions
I know that my father can pull strings but I want to do it
on my own.
to be able to put one's mind to rest
to be able to stop worrying
Now that she's home, I am able to put my mind to rest.
to be able to put something right out of one's mind
to be able to stop worrying over or thinking about something
You are able to put the scheduling right out of your mind;
everything is going to be okay.
to be able to read each other's mind
to know what another person is thinking without speaking
We know each other so well that we are able to read
each other's mind.
to be able to take a joke
to be able to accept kidding or teasing without getting angry

He has never been able to take a joke.
to be able to take just so much
to be able to endure only a limited amount, have limits
Stop! I’ve reach my limit. I'm able to take only so much.
to be able to take something
to be able to endure or stand hardship
Bring it on! I'm able to take your punishment and more.
to be abounded in
1.
to be rich or well supplied in
He's abounded in riches.
2.

to be teeming with or full of
This land has always been abounded with the poor.

to be about
1.
to be the theme, point, focal point or focus
While in school, it is all about being a student.
2.

to be almost ready to do something
Get on your coat; we're about to leave.

to be about time
to be after a lengthy pause or delay, at last
I've been waiting forever; it's about time
that you've arrived.
to be about to conk out
to be on the verge of breaking down, collapsing or failing
This car is really about to conk out. It's not worth
getting fixing.

to be about to explode (with anger)
to be so angry as to be speechless, to be blue in the
face or furious
Look at him. He is about to explore (with anger).
to be above
1.
to be better than or at a higher place
He has matured. He is above all that foolishness.
2.

to be more than is necessary or required, be more than or superior
to
He is above the norm. His intelligence is outstanding.

to be above and beyond
to do more than is required
His work is above and beyond what is necessary.
to be above board
to be an honest, trustworthy or open person
I know that I can trust him; he is above board.
to be above ground
to be honest, open or not secretive
I don’t want any problem; everything must be above ground.
to be above it all
to be beyond, not a part of or not touched or sullied by
She walks around like a queen, as if she were above it all.
to be above reproach
to be above criticism, faultfinding or objections
There is nothing to be said. He is above reproach.

to be above suspicion
to not be suspected, questioned or doubted
He is honest. He is above suspicion.
to be absent from
to keep oneself away from, avoid, not go to
He was absent from the class.
to be absent-minded
to be engrossed, inattentive, or lost in
She is so absent-minded that she that she forgot her book.
to be absent without leave (AWOL)
to not be where one should be, leave without
permission, be on leave without permission (military)
If you are absent without leave, you are AWOL.
to be absolved from
to be freed from guilt or blame
The priest was absolved from all the blame.
to be absorbed in
to be totally interested, engrossed or engaged in
She is totally absorbed in the book.
to be in accordance with
to be in agreement, concurrence or concordance with
I am accordance with your beliefs.
to be according to
to be in accordance with or in compliance

This is according to the law.
to be accountable to
to be responsible for or answerable to
You are accountable to everyone in this business.
to be adapted to
to be made suitable or be modified for
The book has been adapted to the screen.
to be addicted to
to be dependent, hooked or strung out on
He is addicted to crack.
to be adorned with
to be decorated, embellished, or garnished with
Her house was adorned with different color lights.
to be adrift
to be unanchored, unstable or insecure
Right now because he is adrift, you can not depend on him.
to be adroit
to be proficient, skilled or skillful
He is adroit in carpentering.
to be adulterated with
to be tampered with, be mixed or contaminated with
The drugs were adulterated with poison.
to be affiliated with

to be associated, federated or allied
Our organization is affiliated with the main union.
to be afflicted with
to be troubled, burdened or oppressed with
I am afflicted with a horrible neighbor.
to be afoot
to be in play or progress, be going on
I don't know but I feel that something is afoot.
to be afraid of one’s own shadow
to be scared, fearful or timorous
He won’t help you because he is afraid of his
own shadow.
to be after
1.
to be in pursuit or in search of
They are after the man who did this horrible act.
2.

to be looking or searching for
He is after the same thing that everyone else
is, his place in the world.

3.

to follow behind, be behind in place or position
You will be given your time at the microphone.
You will be after the woman with the book.

to be alive with
to be filled, swarming or infested with
The whole complex is alive with termites.
to be all balled up
to be confused or all mixed up

After they finished talking, she was all balled up.
to be all but
to be nearly, almost
She is all but finished.
to be all by one's lonesome
to be totally and completely alone, by oneself
When I saw her, she was all by her lonesome.
to be all ears
1.
to be attentive, listen attentively,
give one's full attention
Say what you have to say, I am all ears.
2.

to be listening for, observant, wide-awake or alive to
While we are walking through the forest, we must be all ears.

to be all eyes and ears
to be observant, alert or on alert
Alone in the forest at night, I was all eyes and ears.
to be all fired up
to be excited or ardent about, be keen on
After what he told me, I am all fired up.
to be all for the best
to ultimately accept, accommodate or reconcile oneself to, look
for good in a bad and difficult situation
Although it was hard, everything was all for the best.
to be all Greek to one
to be incomprehensible, not be understandable, not get

I don’t understand; it’s all Greek to me.
to be all in one's mind
to believe or feel something that only exists
in one's imagination
What I thought happened, didn't happen. It was all
in my mind.
to be all in the same boat
to all be in the same or identical situation
Because no one has any money, we are all in the same boat.
to be all mixed-up
to be muddled, confused or in disarray
I am all mixed-up; I don’t know what to do.
to be all mouth
to be loud, overbearing or overly aggressive
He is all mouth.
to be all of a sudden
to be suddenly, without any warning or unexpectedly
It took me by surprise; his resignation was all of a sudden.
to be all one
to be all the same, equal, of no import
It is all one to me. So please, stop worrying.
to be all over
to be finished or at the end, have run its course
Everything is destroyed. It is all over.

to be all over the place
to not take a definitive stand or position
It helps no one if you are all over the place. Make a decision.
to be all said and done
to be at the end or finished, have nothing more to say
After it was all said and done, they won and we lost.
to be all skin and bones
to be too or very skinny
I don't like how she looks; she is all skin and bones.
to be all the same
not to be varied, to be equal or the same
It may be hard to believe but people everywhere
are all the same.
to be all things to all people
to be liked by or able to satisfy everybody
You can not be all things to all people.
to be all thumbs
to be to be clumsy, maladroit or awkward
He can't help you; he's all thumb.
to be all wet
to be wrong or incorrect, be totally misguided
What can I say but that she is all wet.
to be allowed to
to be permitted to or given permission to
He was allowed to go to the movies.

to be allied with
to be in confederation with or joined together with, join
forces with
We are allied with the wrong side.
to be alloyed with
to be mixed or combined with
God must be alloyed with other metals.
to be aloof
to be formal, reserved or constrained
You are aloof that is why no one likes you.
to be already taken
to be already with someone, married or engaged
You see that wedding ring; that means that he
is already taken.
to be among
1.
to be through the midst of or in association and
connection with
I'm not worried; I am among friends.
2.

to be in the number, class, group of
That is among the things we must do.

to be amused with
to be interested, occupied, or entertained with
She was amused with her new toy.
to be an alarmist
to overreact, get overexcited, to lose one’s sense of balance
to be a person who exaggerates danger, overreact

Don’t listen to what he is saying; he’s an alarmist.
to be an albatross around one's neck
to be a millstone, an unwanted charge or duty
I'm only an albatross around your neck so, please, let me leave.
to be an also-ran
loser, runner up, the defeated, good sport
I have always been an also-ran.
to be apprenticed to
to be sent out to work for someone
The child was apprenticed to the company.
to be an ass
to be stupid, dumb, backwards or silly
Don’t listen to her; she’s an ass.
to be an Artful Dodger
to be a circumventor, pretender, fraud or perjurer
He is an Artful Dodger; he can not be believed.
to be an ass in lion’s skin
to betray, deceive, trick or lie
He is not at all strong; he is nothing but an ass
in lion’s skin.
to be an asshole
to be stupid, dumb, backwards or silly
Don’t listen to her; she’s an asshole.
to be an authority figure

to represent authority or power
Although she is only their older sister, she is
an authority figure to them.
to be an object of scorn
to be a target of mockery, derision or contempt
As a result of that speech, he is now an object of scorn.
to be an eager beaver
to be who is anxious to please
It is embarrassing that you are such an eager beaver.
to be an Einstein
to be a crack, be very intelligent or smart
He is an Einstein. He can solve any math problem.
to be an easy mark
to be a soft touch, ready victim or easy target
You should not be such an easy mark.
to be an egghead
to be a walking encyclopedia, be high brow or smart
Don't be such an egghead!!
to be an enigma
to be unknown, a question or incomprehensible
She was an enigma who I never succeeded in understanding.
to be an eye-opener
to be a revelation, disclosure, surprise or shocker
What she told me was a real eye-opener.

to be an elbow-bender
to be very fond of drinking, drink a lot
He has always been a elbow-bender. He loves to drink.
to be an ignoramus
to be ignorant or stupid
I have never met such a person. He’s an ignoramus.
to be an important sport figure
to be an important person in the world of sports
Sammy Sosa was a very important sport figure
in the late 1990s.
to be an odd ball
to be strange, rare or off-centered
He is most definitely an odd-ball.
to be an oddity
to be strange, an oddball, eccentric or original
He is an oddity that I just don’t understand.
to be an off color joke
to be an adult joke, one of questionable taste
Although it was an off color joke, I couldn't
help but laugh.
to be an old hand
to be an expert, to be experienced
I wouldn't worry; he is an old hand at climbing mountains.
to be an old saw

to be a platitude, saying or maxim
Because it is an old saw does not mean that it’s right.
to be an onslaught
to be an attack, raid, foray
It was an onslaught which was especially brutal.
to be an open and shut case
to be a case where there is no doubt about the
guilt of the party
I don't think that this case will go to court. It is an
open and shut case.
to be an onus
to be a millstone, cross, liability, hindrance
This is onus.
to be an oyster
to be non-communicative, keep one’s mouth close, remain mum
to be an underdog
to be considered weak, a loser or second rate
In the beginning, he was an underdog in the race.
to be an ugly duckling
to be an unattractive young girl who is expected to be
beautiful when she grows up
She was an ugly duckling.
to be able-bodied
to be healthy, fit, in good condition or sound
Why can’t he go. He is able-bodied.

to be able to
to have the ability to do something.
I won't be able to help you.
to be able to breathe easily again
to relax again after going through something
which has been frightening or dangerous
For the first time in a long time, I am able to breathe
easily again.
to be able to breathe freely again
to relax again after going through something
which has been frightening or dangerous
It been a while since I have been able to
breathe freely.
to be able to count on one’s fingers
to not have a large amount, be a small or minimum quantity
You able to count on your fingers the times
he has helped.
to be able to count on the fingers of one hand
to not have a large or great amount, have or be a
minimum amount
You are able to count on the fingers of one hand the
times he has kept his promises.
to be able to count on the fingers on one hand
to be very few, not many or a small number
You are able to count on the fingers on one hand
the number of women elected to office.
to be able to do blindfolded
to be able to do easily, quickly or with no problems.
I am able to do this blindfolded.
to be able to do while standing on one's head
to be able to do easily, simply or quickly

He is able to do this while standing on his head.
No problem.
to be able to do with one's eyes closed
to be able to do with problem or difficulty
He is able to solve these math problems with his eyes closed.
to be able to do without breaking a sweat
to not have a problem in accomplishing one’s goal, do easily
I am to do these exercises without breaking a sweat.
to be able to get around again
to be recuperated, well again, no longer ill
After so many days in bed, I am glad that I am able
to get around again.
to be able to make it to
to attend, arrive to attend, be present
I won't be able to make it to tonight's meeting.
to be able to make people jump to attention
to be very powerful and influential, have a lot of power,
be a big shot
I would not ignore him because he is no longer the CEO.
He is still able to make people jump to attention.
to be able to pick up the phone
to be influential, powerful, of high standing or ranking
He is so known in this town that he is able to pick up
the phone and get what he wants.
to be able to pull strings
to have friends and/or family in important and
powerful positions
I know that my father can pull strings but I want to do it
on my own.
to be able to put one's mind to rest
to be able to stop worry

Now that she's home, I am able to put my mind to rest.
to be able to put something right out of one's mind
to be able to stop worrying over or thinking about something
You are able to put the scheduling right out of your mind;
everything is going to be okay.
to be able to read each other's mind
to know what one is thinking without speaking
We know each other so well that we are able to read
each other's mind.
to be able to take a joke
to be able to accept kidding or teasing
He has never been able to take a joke.
to be able to take just so much
to be able to endure only a limited amount, have limits
Stop! I'm able to take only so much.
to be able to take something
to be able to endure or stand hardship
Bring it on! I'm able to take your punishment and more.
to be abounded in
1.
to be rich or well supplied
He's abounded in riches.
2.

to be teeming with or full of
The land was abounded with the poor.

to be about
1.
to be the theme or focus
While in school, it is all about being a student.
2.

to be almost ready to do something
Get your coat; we're about to leave.

to be about time
to be after a lengthy pause or delay, at last

I've been waiting forever; it's about time
that you've arrived.
to be about to conk out
to be about to break down, to collapse or to fail
This car is really about to conk out. It's not worth
getting fixing.
to be about to explode with anger
to be so angry as to be speechless, to be blue in the
face or furious
Look at him. He is about to explore with anger.
to be above
1.
to be better than or at a higher place
He is so mature. He is above all that foolishness.
2.

to be more than is necessary or required, be more than
He is above the norm. His intelligence is outstanding.

to be above and beyond
to do more than is required
His work is above and beyond what is necessary.
to be above board
to be an honest, trustworthy or open person
I know that I can trust him; he is above board.
to be above ground
to be honest, open, or not secretive
I don’t want any problem; everything must be above ground.
to be above it all
to be beyond, not a part of or not touched or sullied by
She walks around like a queen, as if she were above it all.
to be above reproach
to be above criticism, faultfinding or objections

There is nothing to be said. He is above reproach.
to be above suspicion
to not be suspected, questioned or doubted
He is honest. He is above suspicion.
to be absent from
to keep oneself away from, avoid, not go to
He was absent from the class.
to be absent-minded
to be engrossed, inattentive, or lost in
She is so absent-minded that she that she forgot her book.
to be absent without leave
to not be where one should be, leave without
permission, be on leave without permission (military)
If you are absent without leave, you are AWOL.
to be absolved from
to be freed from guilt or blame
The priest was absolved from all the blame.
to be absorbed in
to be totally interested, engrossed, or
engaged in
She is totally absorbed in the book.
to be accordance with
to be in agreement, concurrence, or
concordance with
I am accordance with your beliefs.
to be according to
to be accordance or in compliance
This is according to the law.
to be accountable to

to take responsibility for
You are accountable to everyone in this business.
to be adapted to
to be made suitable or be modified
The book has been adapted to the screen.
to be addicted to
to be dependent on
He is addicted to crack.
to be adorned with
to be decorated, embellished, or garnished with
Her house was adorned with different color lights.
to be adrift
to be unanchored, unstable or insecure
Right now because he is adrift, you can not depend on him.
to be adroit
to be proficient, skilled, or skillful
He is adroit in carpentering.
to be adulterated with
to be tampered with, be mixed with
The drugs to be adulterated with poison.
to be affiliated with
to be associated, federated, or allied
Our organization is affiliated with with the main union.
to be afflicted with
to be troubled, burdened, or oppressed with
I am afflicted with a horrible neighbor.
to be afoot
to be in play or progress, be going on

I don't know but I feel that something is afoot
to be afraid of one’s own shadow
to be scared, fearful or timorous
He won’t help you because he is afraid of his
own shadow .
to be after
1.
to be in pursuit or in search of
They are after the man who did this horrible act.
2.

to be looking or searching for
He is after the same thing that everyone else
is, his place in the world.

3.

to follow behind, be behind in place or position
You will be given your time at the microphone.
You will be after the woman with the book.

to be after one's blood
to get revenge, to avenge oneself
She is after her ex-boyfriend’s blood. I have no doubt that
she will get it.
to be after one's money
to be with someone only for one's money
I'm not rich; therefore, he can't be after my money.
to be after one's heart
to be similar to one in taste and preference
Yes, I totally agree with every word. You are a man
who is after my heart.
to be against
1.
to be in opposition, contrary, adverse, or
hostile to
He is against everything.
2.

to be in contact with, to lean against
When I first saw him, he was against the wall
talking to a man.

3.

to be beside, near, before
The house is against the wall.

4.

to be in contrast with, to be in opposition with
The poor are not always against the rich.

to be aghast
to be frightened, alarmed, scared
I was aghast at what he said.
to be agog
to be anxious, excited or enthusiastic
The moment that she heard the news she was agog.
to be ahead of the game
to be in a winning position, be in front or in the
forefront of one’s peers
He is always working hard; he is already ahead
of the game.
to be ahead of one’s time
to be more progressive of the period in which one lives
Were the internet companies merely ahead of his time?
to be ahead of time
to be before the period or time due, early or
I think that I am ahead of time. There is no one else here.
to be ailing
to be frail, delicate, invalid or ill
She has been ailing for many years.
to be aimless
to be without a purpose, purposeless or goalless
Right now I guess you could say that I am aimless.
to be alienated from
to be estranged or shut off from

The children were alienated from their father.
to be alive to
1.
to be aware or sensitive to
I am alive to the fact that life is not easy.
2.

to be careful, wary, on guard, or on the
lookout
You must always be alive to the dangers
of the world.

to be alive with
to be filled, swarming, or infested with
The whole complex is alive with termites.
All aboard!
said by the conductor of a train to let everyone know that anyone
who was going to take the train to get on board and for visitors on
the train to leave
All aboard!

all about it
to be the details and particulars of something
I’ll tell you all about it when we see each other tonight.
all along (British English)
all the time
all along (British English)
from the beginning
All American
characteristic of American ideals
He is All American.

All American
taken from or drawn exclusively from the United States
This will be an All American football team.
all and sundry (British English)
everyone, every person, everybody
all at once
suddenly, quickly, rapidly, without any notice
It happened all at once.
all at sea
to be confused, mixed-up, baffled or in a fog or daze
As a result of what has happened, she’s all at sea. She
no longer knows what she’s doing.
all balled up
confused, muddled, all mixed up
After they finished talking, she was all balled up.
all beer and skittles (British English)
amusement and enjoyment, easy and pleasant, fun
and pleasure
Life has never been all beer and skittles.
All Black (New Zealand)
the New Zealand International rugby union team
all but
to be nearly, almost
She is all but finished.

all by oneself
totally alone
Although I’m all by myself, I’m not lonely.
all by one's lonesome
to be totally and completely alone, by oneself
When I saw her, she was all by her lonesome.
all cats are alike in the dark
in the dark everyone looks the same
all comers
anyone who chooses to participate or to take part
All comers will be welcome.
all day long
during the entire day, throughout the day
I’m tired because we stayed out all day long.
all done up like a dog’s dinner
to be dressed badly, to be dressed in a dreadful or
unattractive clothing
You aren’t going out like that. You are all done up like
a dog’s dinner.

all dolled up (only a female)
to be clothed to go out, to wear nice or formal clothing
You’re all dolled up. Who are you going to meet?
all done in
worn out, tired, exhausted, pooped

I’m all done in. If I don’t get some rest, I’m going to drop.
all dressed up
to be dressed to go out, to wear nice or formal clothing
Where are you going? You’re all dressed up.
all dressed up and nowhere to go
to be ready and prepared for nothing
Sitting there waiting for his call felt like the person who was all
dressed up and nowhere to go.
all ears
attentive, listen attentively or give one's full attention
Say what you have to say, I am all ears.
all ears
listening for, observant, wide-awake, alive to
While we are walking through the forest, we must all be all ears.
all fired up
to be excited or ardent about, be keen on or ready for
After what he told me, I am all fired up.
All Fool’s Day (British English)
another term for April Fool’s Day
all for
in favor for or approval of, on the side of, for
I think that we’re all for democracy but that’s not the question.
all for the best
to be an ultimate advantage, in the end to have turned

out good
Although it was hard, everything was all for the best.
all fours
on one’s hands and knees
She was so drunk that she was on the floor on all fours.
all fur coat and no knickers (British English)
a superficial, shallow or empty beautiful woman
The woman that he married is all fur coat and no knickers.
all gone
finished, none left, ended
We have to go to the store. The food is all gone.
all Greek to one
incomprehensible, not understandable, not get it
I don’t understand; it’s all Greek to me.
All Hallows Day (British English)
another term for All Saints’ Day
All I know is I’m not a Marxist.
(Karl Marx)
all in
worn out, tired, exhausted, pooped
I’m all in. If I don’t get some rest, I’m going to drop.
all in a day’s work
part of one’s duty, responsibility or task to be done, typical,
normal, nothing extraordinary

Thank you for your compliment but what I did was all in
a day’s work.
all in all
taking everything in consideration, everything considered
All in all, her life was a success.
all in all
in summary, in general
All in all, you did well.
all in all
in spite of any pleasantness, despite everything
All in all, I’m satisfied.
all in good time
in the future, not right now, later
All in good time, I make my decision.
all in one breath
to speak rapidly, quickly and excitedly (as if there
were not enough time)
All in one breath, she told him that she had always loved him.
all in one piece
without being hurt, damaged or dead
What I want is to do my tour of duty all in one piece. I
don’t want to come out in either a wheel chair or body bag.

all in one's mind
to believe or feel something that only exists
in one's imagination

What I thought happened, didn't happen. It was all
in my mind.
all in the family
embarrassing or compromising information which is to be
restricted to a very small circle of people
What has happened is to remain all in the family.
all in the same boat
to all be in the same or identical situation
Why are you always fighting me on everything? Can’t you see what
happens to me happens to you. We’re all in the same boat.

all-in wrestling (British English)
wrestling with no restrictions
all is well that ends well
the most important is how it ends or the ending, the
end justifies the means
I know that the means wasn’t the best but all’s well
that ends well.
all joking aside
being serious, not to be laughed at, not a laughing matter
All joking aside, you are the most important person in my life.
all kidding aside
being serious, not to be laughed at, not a laughing matter
All kidding aside, you are the most important person in my life.
all kinds of
a large variety of, different types of

I was surprised that there were all kinds of people at the concert.
all kinds of
a great amount of, a whole bunch, a lot, lots of (especially in
reference to money)
As a result of creating that software, he has all kinds
of money.
all manner of
a large variety of, different types of
I was surprised that there were all manner of people
at the concert.
all messed up
muddled, confused, disorganized, in a disarray
I’m all messed up. I don’t know what I’m going to do.
all mixed-up
to be muddled, confused or in disarray
I all mixed-up; I don’t know what to do.
all mod con (British English)
abbreviation for all modern convenience
a house or structure having all the fixtures expected
all mouth
to talk but not act, not back up one’s words with
action, be all talk
You can’t depend on him, he is all mouth.
all mouth
to be loud, bragging, boastful or overbearing

He’s all mouth.
all mouth and no trousers (British English)
crowing, blustering or boasting without having any good reason
He is all mouth and no trousers. Do I need to say more?
all my eyes and Betty Martin (British English)
baloney! crap! Not even near reality!
all night long
the entire night, during the entire night
We remained talking all night long.
all nighter (British English)
a club, party or other social event that last until
the next morning
We went to an all nighter.
all nighter (American English)
to study all night for an exam
If I have any hope in passing the exam, I’m going to
have to pull an all nighter.
all of a sudden
to be suddenly, without any warning or unexpectedly
It took me by surprise; his resignation was all of a sudden.
all one
to be all the same, equal, of no import
It is all one me. So please, stop worrying.

all one to
to make no difference, to be all the same
It’s all one to me whether you go or not.
all one’s eggs in one basket
all of one’s hope in one thing, not depending entirely
on one course of action or one way of accomplishing a goal
He failed because he put all his eggs in one basket.
All one’s geese are swans
to boast or brag that one has the best
He is as poor as all of us yet he acts as if all his geese
are swans.
all-or-none
another term for all or nothing at all
all or nothing at all
to want everything or to accept nothing, to not
make do or settle
In a relationship, I want all or nothing at all. Nothing
else is good enough.
all-out
total, unqualified, no holds-barred
all-out
resolute, ardent, vigorous, fervent, determined
all out war
total war (rather an warlike threats or skirmishes)
If there is all out war, everyone will lose.

all over
finished or at the end, to have run its course
Everything is destroyed. It is all over.
all over
everywhere, everyone is talking about it, on the grape vine,
to be the current gossip
What you did is all over. Everyone knows what happened
and are talking about it.
all over again
to do again, to repeat
This isn’t good enough. You have to do your homework
all over again.
all over but the shouting
to be already decided, settled, sealed
We haven’t signed all the paper but, essentially, it’s
all over but the shouting.
all over someone
to be very affectionate, not able to keep one’s hands off
The moment he came home, he would be all over me.
all over the lot
unfocused, confused, no definitive stand or position
It helps no one if you are all over the lot.
all over the map
unfocused, confused, no definitive stand or position

all over the place

unfocused, confused, no definitive stand or position
It helps no one if you are all over the place.
all over the shop (British English)
to be a mess, clutter, pigsty or (British English) piggery,
to be in disarray or disorder
all over the shop (British English)
everywhere, in every place or part, high and low
all over town
everywhere
He ran all over town looking for his wife before finding her.
all over town
everyone is talking about it, on the grape vine, to be
the current gossip
What you did is all over town. Everyone knows what happened
and are talking about it.
all over with
finished or at the end, to have run its course
The police know the whole story. It’s all over with.
all-points bulletin
a radio message which is sent to all police forces concerning
a crime suspect or a stolen vehicle
all right
to be not bad, mediocre, adequate or passable
I did all right. I’m just glad that I passed.
all right

okay
I’m all right, thank you. And you?
all right already
enough, shut up, no more
All right already, I heard you.
all right with
to be agreement with, okay, not have any disagreement with
It’s all right with me if you want to destroy your life.
all round (British English)
versatile, multifaceted
all-round (British English)
from every side, from every direction
all-round (British English)
in all respects
all-rounder (British English)
a versatile person, especially in the area of cricket
all said and done
at the end or finished
After it was all said and done, they won and we lost.
All Saints’ Day
Christian holy day celebrated on November 1 to celebrate the
saints in heaven
all-seater (British English)
stadium which has no standing places

all set
prepared, ready, okay
It’s all set so please stop worrying.
all set to
prepared or ready to do something
I’m all set to give her what she needs to do.
all shook up
anxious, distressed, disturbed, ill at ease
After what I heard, I’m all shook up.
all Sir-Garnet (British English)
old fashioned British military expression which means ‘well done’ or
‘done well’
all skin and bones
too or very skinny, gaunt, emaciated
I don't like how she looks; she is all skin and bones.
all sorts
different kind, type, class or genre
All Soul’s Day
Catholic holy day celebrate on November 2 to pray for the dead
all-star
a team or cast which contain only the best in the field
of entertainment or sports
This is an all-star baseball team. Of course, it can win a gold.
all sweet and light

(usually used either in the negative or sarcastically) to
be pleasant, innocent or easy-going
Just because we’re not running around like maniac that
doesn’t mean that everything is all sweet and light.
all systems are go
everything is set and prepared, everything is ready
All systems are go. We can start now.
all talk
to talk but not act, be all mouth, not be able to back
up one’s words
Ignore him! He is all talk but no action.
all that
attractive, hip, pretty, fantastic
She thinks that she’s all that.
all that and a bag of chips, too
to believe that oneself is fantastic, hip, pretty, attractive or
the best thing going
She thinks that she is all that and a bag of chips, too.
all that glitters is not gold
everything is not what it seems to be, outward appearance
can be deceiving, appearances can be deceiving
all the best
(interjection) good luck
I hope that you love France and learn French. I wish you
all the best.
all the better

it would be the best solution or way
If you could get your father to lend us his car, all the better. That way
we would not have to take the train.
all the fun of the fair
an ironic statement to describe a situation that is just the opposite
all the same
to not vary, to be equal, much the same or all one
It may be hard to believe but people everywhere
are all the same.
all the time
constantly, continuously
All the time. In fact, there is not any time that she
doesn’t complain.
all the way
from beginning to end
Whatever happens, happen. I’ll be with you all the way.
all the way
to have sexual intercourse
We finally went all the way. It was nice.
all the world and his wife
every thing, all and sundry
all the world and his wife
(slang synonyms) everything including the kitchen sink
all things being equal
what is likely, probable or preferred if no other special facts to consider

All things being equal, I would live in Europe rather than in Argentina.
all things to all people
liked by or able to satisfy everybody
You can not be all things to all people.
All this comes back to bite you
to boomerang, to backfire, to rebound, to pay the
consequences of one’s action, to pay the piper
I should have known that all this comes back to bite you.
all thumbs
clumsy, oafish, awkward, bungling, left-handed
She can’t be trusted to do anything. She’s all thumbs.
all time
unexcelled, the best, paramount, uppermost, (French in
English) san pareil, second to none, consummate, (Latin
in English) facile princep
all time loser (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
boozer (American English: a bar or tavern)
all time loser (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
a bar, pub
I’ll meet you at the all time loser.
All the world’s a stage, And all the men and women merely players.
They have their exits and their entrances, And one man in his time
plays many parts …
(William Shakespeare – As You Like It)
all to cock (British English)
to be screwed or fouled up, confused, balled up

This is all to cock? Who’s responsible for this mess?
all to cock (British English)
to be useless, inadequate or frivolous
all to pot (British English)
wrong or awry
It went all to pot once she arrived.
all told
in total, all together
All told, we lived in France for an entire year.
all tuckered out
tired, exhausted, wiped out, dead on one’s feet
I’m all tuckered out. I’m going to take a nap.
all-up weight (British English)
the weight of total weight of an aircraft, including passenger, cargo
and fuel
all uphill
difficult, arduous, burdensome, backbreaking
From here until the end, it will be all uphill.
all very well (British English)
used to reject or criticize a proposal or remark
It’s all very well that you want more money but I don’t have
any to give you.
all washed up
finished, no longer of any use or any function

Once a woman turns forty in Hollywood, she’s normally all washed up.
all-weather
material able to be used or utilized in any weather
all wet
wrong, incorrect, totally misguided
What can I say but that she is all wet.
all wheel drive (British English)
British term for Four-Wheel Drive
all worked up
upset, flustered, shook up, ruffled, perturbed
There is no need to be all worked up. We can get
through this.
all year round
during the entire year, every season
Migrant workers do not work all year round.
to be all balled up
to be confused or all mixed up
After they finished talking, she was all balled up.
to be all but
to be nearly, almost
She is all but finished.
to be all by one's lonesome
to be totally and completely alone, by oneself
When I saw her, she was all by her lonesome.
to be all ears
1.
to be attentive, listen attentively, or

give one's full attention
Say what you have to say, I am all ears.
2.

to be listening for, observant, wide-awake
or alive to
While we are walking through the forest, we
must all be all ears.

to be all eyes and ears
to be observant, alert or on alert
Alone in the forest at night, I was all eyes and ears.
to be all fired up
to be excited or ardent about, be keen on
After what he told me, I am all fired up.
to be all for the best
to be an ultimate advantage
Although it was hard, everything was all for
the best.
to be all Greek to one
to be incomprehensible, not be understandable,
not get
I don’t understand; it’s all Greek to me.
to be all in one's mind
to believe or feel something that only exists
in one's imagination
What I thought happened, didn't happen. It was all
in my mind.
to be all in the same boat
to all be in the same or identical situation
to be all mixed-up
to be muddled, confused or in disarray
I am all mixed-up; I don’t know what to do.

to be all mouth
to be loud and overbearing or overly aggressive
He is all mouth.
to be all of a sudden
to be suddenly, without any warning
or unexpectedly
It took me by surprise; his resignation
was all of a sudden.
to be all one
to be all the same, equal, of no import
It is all one me. So please, stop worrying.
to be all over
to be finished or at the end, have run its course
Everything is destroyed. It is all over.
to be all over the place
to not take a definitive stand or position
It helps no one if you are all over the place.
to be all said and done
to be at the end or finished
After it was all said and done, they won and we lost.
to be all skin and bones
to be too or very skinny
I don't like how she looks; she is all skin and bones.
to be all the same
not to be varied, to be equal
It may be hard to believe but people everywhere
are all the same.
to be all things to all people
to be liked by or able to satisfy everybody

You can not be all things to all people.
to be all thumbs
to be to be clumsy, maladroit, awkward
He can't help you; he's all thumb.
to be all wet
to be wrong or incorrect, be totally misguided
What can I say but that she is all wet.
to be allowed to
to be permitted to or given permission to
He was allowed to go to the movies.
to be allied with
to be banded or joined together
We are allied with the wrong side.
to be alloyed with
to be mixed or combined with
God must be alloyed with other metals.
to be aloof
to be formal, reserved or constrained
You are aloof that is why no one likes you.
to be already taken
to be already with someone, married or engaged
You see that wedding ring; that means that he
is already taken.
to be Amerenglish (British English)
derogatory or pejorative term for the type of English spoken in the U.S.
America
derived from the feminine Latinized version of the Italian navigator
Amerigo Vespucci, Americus Vespucius

America
two continents, North and South America
Although not generally known in the U.S., geographically, Mexico is
part of North America.
America
usually divided into three distinct cultural parts: North America, Central
America and South America
Many of the countries of Central America, at one time, had been part of
Mexico.
America
since the eighteenth century, at least in English, associated primarily
with
the country, United States of America
to be American (British English)
somewhat derogatory term for the English spoken by persons of the
United States
Americans never say that they speak American. They say that they
speak English.
American
a derogatory and insulting way to refer to the English spoken by people
of the U.S.
Who knows what he’s saying. He speaks American.
American Black English
there is no Black English; rather, there is different types of English
spoken by some African-Americans, depending on class, region,
education
and gender
American cheese

a type of hard, mild Cheddar cheese
American English
the English spoken by persons of the U.S.
American English is, in certain areas, significantly different from
British English.
American Flag
(slang synonyms) Stars and Stripes, Red White and Blue, Old Glory
It is good to see Old Glory blowing in the wind again.
American football
the type of football played in the U.S. (versus soccer which is called,
outside of the U.S., football)

to be among
1.
to be through the midst of or in association and
connection with
I'm not worried; I am among friends.
2.

to be in the number, class, group of
That is among the things we must do.

to be amused with
to be interested, occupied, or entertained with
She was amused with her new toy.
to be an alarmist
to overreact, get overexcited, to lose one’s sense of balance
to be a person who exaggerates dangers, overreact
Don’t listen to what he is saying; he’s an alarmist.
to be an albatross around one's neck
to be a millstone, an unwanted charge or duty
I'm only an albatross around your neck so,

please, let me leave.
to be an also-ran
loser, runner up, the defeated, good sport
I have always been an also-ran.
to be an apprentice to
to be sent out to work for someone
The child was apprenticed to the company.
to be an ass
to be stupid, dumb, backwards or silly
Don’t listen to her; she’s an ass.
to be an Artful Dodger
to be a circumventor, pretender, fraud or perjurer
He is an Artful Dodger; he can not be believed.
to be an ass in lion’s skin
to betray, deceive, trick or lie
He is not at all strong; he is nothing but
an ass in lion’s skin.
to be an asshole
to be stupid, dumb, backwards or silly
Don’t listen to her; she’s an asshole.
to be an authority figure
to represent authority to someone
Although she is only their older sister, she is
an authority figure to them.
to be an object of scorn
to be target of mockery, derision or contempt
As a result of that speech, he is now an object of scorn.
to be an eager beaver
to be who is anxious to please

It is embarrassing that you are such an eager beaver.
to be an Einstein
to be a crack, be very intelligent or smart
He is an Einstein who can solve any math problem.
to be an easy mark
to be a soft touch, ready victim, easy target
You should not be such an easy mark.
to be an egghead
to be a walking encyclopedia, be high brow or smart
Don't be such an egghead!!
to be an enigma
to be unknown, a question or incomprehensible
She was an enigma who I never succeeded in understanding.
to be an eye-opener
to be a revelation, disclosure, surprise or shocker
What she told me was a real eye-opener.
to be an elbow-bender
to be very fond of drinking, drink a lot
to be an ignoramus (slang)
to be ignorant or stupid
to be an important sport figure
to be an important person in the world of sports
Sammy Sosa was a very important sport figure
in the late 1990s.
to be an odd ball
to be strange, rare or off-centered
He is most definitely an odd-ball.
to be an oddity
to be strange, an oddball, eccentric or original

He is an oddity that I just don’t understand.
to be an off color joke
to be an adult joke, one of questionable taste
Although it was an off color joke, I couldn't
help but laugh.
to be an old hand
to be an expert, to be experienced
I wouldn't worry; he is an old hand at climbing mountains.
to be an old saw
to be a platitude, saying or maxim
Because it is an old saw does not mean that it’s right.
to be an onslaught
to be an attack, raid, foray
It was an onslaught which was especially brutal.
To be an open and shut case
to be a case where there is no doubt about the
guilt of the party
I don't think that this case will go to court. It is an
open and shut case.
to be onus
to be a millstone, cross, liability, hindrance
This is onus.
to be an oyster
to be non-communicative
to be an underdog
to be the expected loser in a competition
He's an underdog in the race.
to be an ugly duckling
to be an unattractive young girl who is expected to be

beautiful when she grows up
She was an ugly duckling.
to be an underdog
to be considered weak, a loser or second rate
In the beginning, he was an underdog in the race.
to be an understatement
to understate, minimize, make light of
It is an understatement to say that Bill Gates has money.
to be an uphill battle
to be an extraordinarily hard or difficult task
Keeping faith was indeed an uphill battle.
another nail in someone’s coffin
to do something to lead to someone’s death or destruction
This cigarette is another nail in your coffin.
another place (British English)
the other House of Parliament (used in the Lords to refer to the Common,
and vice versa)
another pretty face
(usually in the negative) one of many, nothing great, the same
as everyone else
I know what you think but I’m not just another pretty face.
to be antsy
to be nervous, itchy, jumpy or edgy
I’m not at all comfortable; I am antsy.
any cop (British English)
of any value, of any worth

Is this video any cop? I heard that it’s good.
any minute now
in the next moment, second or minute
Any minute now I’m expecting his call.
anyone who is anyone
anyone who is important, famous or of some import
Anyone who’s anyone was at the party.
Anyone who knows anything of history know that great social
changes are
impossible without feminine upheaval. Social progress can be
measured exactly by the social position of the fair sex, the ugly one
included.
(Karl Marx)
anyone’s game
evenly matched or balanced, anyone can win, up in the air
My team came in as the favorite but now it’s anyone’s game.
anyone's guess
to not be known, be unknowable, not know
It is anyone's guess that he's telling me the truth.
any road (British English)
anyway
Any road, I can’t go because I don’t have the money.
anything but
not at all, not even close
He is anything but a gentleman.

any Tom, Dick or Harry
to be any person, to be a nonentity, to
be no one special
You can’t do that to me. I am not any
Tom, Dick or Harry.
to be anyone's guess
to not be known, be unknowable, not know
It is anyone's guess that he's telling me the truth.
to be applauded
to be lauded, acclaimed or cherished
She has always been applauded for her opinions.
apple core (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
twenty
apple cheeked
round, rosy and healthy cheeks
She is an apple-cheeked little girl. She’s as cute
as a button.
apple fritter (British English)
bitter (cockney rhyming slang)
apple fritter (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
shitter
apple green
bright green
I want to buy an apple green car.
Apple Isle (Australia)
informal name for Tasmania
apple knocker (British English)
a person who sells apples, an apple-picker

(the) apple never falls far from the tree
an offspring is very similar to his or her parent
(the) apple of one’s eye
one’s favorite or pet
I had always wanted to be the apple of my father’s eye.
apple pie
representing venerated or esteemed ideal of everything
good and positive
apple-pie bed (British English)
a bed which has been made in such a way that one can
not stretch out one’s leg (done as a joke)
apple-pie order (British English)
in perfect order
to apple polish
to flatter, fawn upon, cringe in front of, try to please
He has risen in the company because he
has apple polished all his bosses.
apple polisher
toady, one who fawns upon or who tries to please
apples (Australian and New Zealand English)
to be in good order, to be doing well, to be nothing to
worry or concern oneself about
I’m apples. Please stop wasting your energy on me.
apples and oranges
to be very different, not at all the same or two different things

What you’re doing is comparing apples and oranges. You can’t.
ardent
red-hot, zealous, impassioned, vehement, fanatic, passionate,
fierce, intense, consuming, profound, strong
She is an ardent believer; therefore, she is prepared to die
for her beliefs.
ardent
lusting after, aroused or excited by, infatuated with
ardent
(slang synonyms) wild about, hot for, have the hots for, mad
about, hot, turned on
to be ardent about
to be passionate or vehement about
He is ardent about his family.
to be Argus eyed
to be all observant, vigilant, or watchful
Be careful! He is Argus-eyed.
to be around
1.
to visit in a casual manner, stop by, pop in
I'll be around either today or tomorrow.
2.

to be somewhere near or about
I'll be around where you live tomorrow. If I have time,
I’ll stop by.

to be armed against
to be fortified, braced, or buttressed
They were armed against the upcoming attack.
to be armed and dangerous
said of a criminal as a warning to the public

I think that you are exaggerating. He's not
armed and dangerous.
to be armed to the teeth
to be heavily armed or equipped
The policemen are armed to the teeth.
to be as American as apple pie
to be very, typically or traditionally American
Some say that imperialism is as American as
apple pie.
to be as big as a cow
to be ample, fat or thickset
Ever since she has stopped working she is as big as a cow.
to be as blind as a bat
to be blind, not able to see or sightless
You never notice anyone because you are
as blind as a bat.
to be as busy as a bee
to be busy, occupied, engaged or employed
When I am at my desk, I am as busy as a bee.
to be as clean as a hound's tooth
to be very clean or innocent
Don't worry about her; she's as clean as a hound's
tooth.
to be as clear as a bell
to be clarion, distinct, on pitch or clear
I heard everything; the CD was as clear as a bell.
to be as cool as a cucumber
to be calm, not easily ruffled or upset
She is always as cool as a cucumber.

to be as crooked as a dog's hind leg
to be dishonest, deceitful, untrustworthy or unscrupulous
I don't think that ALL politicians are as cooked
as a dog's hind leg.
to be as cunning as a fox
to be shrewd or tricky
He is not going to tell you anything that he doesn’t want
you to know. He is as cunning as a fox.
to be as dead as a doornail
to be, without any doubt or dead (without any life)
You’re wasting your time trying to resuscitate her;
she’s as dead as a doornail. (offensive)
to be as drunk as a skunk
to be drunk, tipsy, tight, pickled, loaded, lit, pie-eyed,
lubricated, lit up, high or under the influence of
You can’t go to your home like you are. You are as drunk
as a skunk.
to be as dry as a bone
to be very dry, parched, without any moisture
This place is as dry as a bone.
to be as dry-as-dust
1.
to be very dry, bone dry, dry as a desert
You can't grow anything on this land; it is as dry as dust.
2.

to be very boring, bland or uninteresting
This class is as dry as dust.

to be as dumb as dirt (slang)
to not be the most intelligent or rather stupid
What can I say that, frankly, he is as dumb
as dirt.
to be as easy as one, two, three
to be elementary, effortless or facile

This is not at all challenging; it is as easy as one,
two, three.
to be as easy as pie
to not be at all difficult, be very easy
The exam was as easy as pie.
to be as happy as a bug in the rug
to be happy and content, be very satisfied
Being here with you, I am as happy as a bug in the rug.
to be as happy as a clam
to be satisfied, happy or contented
I am as happy as a clam that he lost.
to be as happy as a lark
to be upbeat, carefree, happy or light
Since being back, he has been as happy as a lark.
to be as happy as a pea in a pod
to be happy, content, satisfied
He's as happy as a pea in a pod.
to be as happy as a pea in the pod
to be happy and content, be very satisfied
When I am in the wilderness, I am as happy
as a pea in a pod.
to be as happy as a pig in mud
to be happy and content
to be as hard as a rock
1.
to be rugged, healthy, hardy or sturdy
She can take a lot; she’s as tough as a rock.
2.

to be stern, unsympathetic or unfeeling
After what she has seen and lived of course she
is as hard as a rock.

3.

to be tough, strong, durable, hard, rigid, solid

He is as hard as a rock.
to be as high as a kite
to be drunk, under the influence, drunk as a piper, besotted,
intoxicated, in one’s cup, inebriated, sodden, drunk as a lord
I can’t drive; I am as high as a kite.
to be as mean as a rattler
to be very mean, rude, surly,
ill-tempered or sour
He is as mean as a rattler in the mornings.
to be as mean as a bear
to be very ill-tempered, very mean
When he drinks, he is as mean as a bear.
to be as nutty as a fruit cake
to be crazy, insane or mentally unbalanced
Who knows if it is true; she is as nutty as a fruit cake.
to be as old as the hills
to be old, elderly, or no longer young
God only knows how old he is. He is as old as the hills.
to be as pale as a ghost
to be on the decline, infirm or sick
You are as pale as ghost. Please, sit down.
to be as phony as a two dollar bill
to be a fake, unreal, not real or phony
Open your eyes. Can’t you see that he
is as phony as a two dollar bill.
to be as plain as day
to be unequivocal, discerning, obvious, clear
Are you blind? It is as plain as day that he is not totally sane.
to be as plain as the nose on his face

to be obvious, visible, apparent or public, hidden, concealed,
conspicuous, blatant
His guilt is as plain as the nose on his face.
to be as pleased as a punch
to be happy, pleased, or contented
I passed my exam and I am as pleased as a punch.
to be as poor as a church's mouse
to be very poor or destitute
She doesn't have a penny; she is as poor as a church's mouse.
to be as poor as Job's turkey
to be very poor or destitute
She doesn't have a penny; she is as poor as Job's turkey.
to be as proud as a peacock
to be overly proud, pompous, swaggerer
He is as proud as a peacock. I don’t like him at all.
to be as quick as a whip
to be smart, keen, quick witted
She learns quickly. She is as quick as a whip.
to be as quiet as a mouse
to be very quiet, unobtrusive, not be imposing,
loud or noisy
The children were as quiet as a mouse.
to be as right as rain
to be sound, well, sane or without any problems
Yes, I was sick for a while but now, I'm as
right as rain.
to be as scarce as a hen's teeth
to be rare or uncommon
In this part of the world, this type
of beverage is as scarce as a hen's teeth.

to be as sick as a dog
to be very sick or ill
She has the flu and now is as sick as a dog.
to be as sharp as a tack
to be clever, smart, sharp or astute
She is as sharp as a tack so be very careful.
to be as slippery as an eel
to not be trustworthy, not be able to trust
I would always want to know what he does; he
is as slippery as an eel.
to be as slippery as a snake
to be disreputable, dishonest or deceitful
I don’t like or trust him; he is as slippery
as a snake.
to be as sour as a crab apple
to be bitter, grumpy or sour
He is as sour as a crab apple; I don’t know how his
wife stands him.
to be as strong as an ox
to be very or extremely strong
He is as strong as an ox.
to be stubborn as a mule
to be very stubborn
Forget it! He is as stubborn as a mule.
to be as tough as nails
1.
to be sturdy, hearty and hale or in excellent health
A couple a days without food won’t kill him; he
is as tough as nails.
2.

to be unyielding, callous or unsentimental
She is as tough as nails; therefore, your tears will

not move her.
to be as whacky as hell
to be crazy, insane or not all there
How could you believe him? He is as
whacky as hell.
to be as white as a ghost
to be ghostly, ghastly, grim, or pale
I don’t know what happened but she is as white as a ghost.
to be ashen
to be blanched, drained, or white
When he left the room, he was ashen.
to be asleep at the switch
to be unwatchful, unobservant, unheeding
I’m afraid that he was asleep at the switch.
(to be an) ass over a teakettle
to be helpless, incapacitated or unable to help oneself
On the ice, he fell ass over teakettle.
(to be an ) ass over teakettle
to be head over heels, knocked over, astounded or left stunned
His looks knocked everyone ass over teakettle.
(to be an) ass over tincup
to be helpless, incapacitated or unable to help oneself
On the ice, he fell ass over tincup.
ass over tincup
to be head over heels, knocked over, astounded or left stunned
His looks knocked everyone ass over tincup.

ass over teacups
to be helpless, incapacitated or unable to help oneself
On the ice, he fell ass over teacups.
ass over teacups
to be head over heels, knocked over, astounded or left stunned
His looks knocked everyone ass over teacups.
to be assured of
to be free from doubt or given the confidence to
He is assured of the truth; therefore, don’t worry.
to be assy (British English)
malicious, malevolent, vicious, venomous, invidious
to be astounded by
to be surprised or amazed at
I was astounded by her response.
to be at
to be always to pestering or picking at
My mother is always at me about one thing
or another.
to be at a dead end
to have no option or alternative, be at an impasse
We keep going round and round; this is nothing but a dead end.
to be at a lost
to be totally confused, perplexed or bewildered
I don't get it; I am at a lost.
to be at-a-moment’s-notice

to be unprompted, unprepared or unrehearsed
to be at a standstill
to be in a situation where one can not go on,
be stopped
We are at a standstill because no one wants to listen to the other.
to be at an end
to have reached an end
It's time to go. We are at an end.
to be at odds
to be quarreling, contending, fighting or arguing
We are always at odds.
to be at one’s best
to be at one's optimum, one's most favorable
When I'm drunk, I am not at my best.
to be at death’s door
to be dying, about to take one’s last breath, near death
He has cancer and he is now at death’s door .
to be at each other's throat
to be deadly enemies, adversaries, or
constantly fighting
We were younger, my brother and I were always
at each other's throat.
to be at hand
to be nearby or close
The computer is at hand.
to be at home
1.
to be in one's own house
Don't call her cell phone. She is at home.
2.

to be comfortable
I am at home in the world.

to be at loggerheads
to quarrel, bicker, at each other's throat
You know that they must be in love; they are always
at loggerheads.
to be at liberty
to have escaped from prison
The prisoner is at liberty. He must be caught.
to be at long last
to be possible or done after a frustrating delay
I am home at last and I am glad.
to be at odds
to be in disagreement, not agree with one another
We have to split up. We are always at odds.
to be at one's beck and call
to be always ready to do as one wants or
to do one's bidding
He completely under her control. He is at
her beck and call.
to be at one's elbow
to be nearby or close by
Don't be so lazy. Reach over and pick it up;
it is at your elbow.
to be at one's finger tips
to be nearby or close by
Everything that you need is at your finger tips.
to be at one's heels
to be close behind, follow closely
He is at her heels, watching her every move.
to be at risk

to be in a dangerous situation, be in a
precarious position
She is at risk of falling through the crack.
to be at rock bottom
to be at the lowest point, not be able to go down
in farther, be at the bottom of the barrel
When he left me, I was at rock bottom.
to be at sea
to be off the mark, wrong, mistaken, out in
left field or in error
You have no idea what is happening that is
why you are at sea.
to be at sixes and sevens
to be mixed up, fouled up, up side down
or jumbled
Frankly, I am at so sixes and sevens that
I don’t know what to do.
to be at the back of one's mind
to be in someone's thoughts but not an
immediate priority
She's been in the back of my mind for awhile now.
I think I'll call her.
to be at the bottom
to be at the lowest point, not be able to
go down any farther
The stock market is not at the bottom.
to be at the bottom of
to be the person or thing behind something,
be the reason for
Bad accounting is at the bottom of all
these problems.
to be at the bottom of the barrel

to be at the lowest bottom or at the lowest point, not
be able to go down in farther, be at the bottom
When he left me, I was at rock bottom.
to be at the end of one's rope
to have reached one’s limitation, be unable to stand or
endure anymore
That’s it. I won’t it take anymore; I am at the end of my rope.
to be at the head of
1.
to be at the front of, be in the forefront, lead
He is at the head of the line.
2.

to be in the position or place of leadership
He is at the head of the family.

3.

to be at the top of, be at the summit or upper end
You must put it at the head of the tree.

to be at the mercy of the wind
to be rootless, without an anchor or unmoored
The way that he is now, he is at the mercy of the wind.
to be at the point of no return
to be at the stage where there is no going back
We're now at the point of no return. We
can't turn back now.
to be at the top of the pecking order
to be an alpha male, the most powerful, the most
dominant or be recognized as the most powerful
In this company, I am at the top of the peck order.
to be at wit's end
to have reached the point of no ideas
I don't know what to do. I'm at my wit's end.
to be attired in
to be dressed or clothed in

For New Years I was attired in evening wear.
to be attracted to
to be enchanted, charmed or captured by
He was attracted to her personality.
to be au courant
to be informed or up-to-date
to be auctioned off
to be offered and sold in an auction
Their personal belongings were auctioned off.
to be available at the drop of the hat
to be always ready immediately, without delay or hesitation
When a doctor is on call, he is available at the drop of a hat.
to be aware of
1.
to watch for, be warned of
Be aware of the dogs who roam the property.
2.

to be cognizant or conscious of
I am aware of the dangers

to be away
1.
to be on vacation, not be available
I'll be away for two weeks.
2.

to be in jail or prison
He'll be away for a couple of years.

to be awed by
to be astounded or amazed
I was awed by his home.
to be awe-inspiring
to be fabulous, astounding or outstanding
His words are awe-inspiring.
to be at the back of one's mind
to be in one's thoughts but not as an immediate priority

She's been in the back of my mind for awhile now.
I think I'll call her.
to be awestruck
to be awestruck, astonished or left astounded
I was awestruck by his remarks.
to be awfully
to be very or extremely
It is awfully hot in here.
1.

to be back
to return, have gone back
I'll be back in a moment

2.

to be in fashion again
I can't believe that mini-skirts are back.

to be back from where one started
to not have progressed, not to make any movement
All that moving around and here I am right back from
where I started.
to be back home
to be home again, have returned to one's home
I can't believe that I am back home.
to be back in
to be in again, have returned to
I think that I am happy that I am back in New York.
to be back on one's feet
to recuperate, recover, convalesce, pick up
It's been a long time but I'm finally back on my feet.
to be back on the bandwagon
to rejoin the group or crowd, get with the program
I am back on the bandwagon; I support your election.

to be backwoods
1.
to be a place which is sequestered, secluded, lonely,
remote, or inaccessible
These are backwoods area which can be very dangerous.
2.

to be a person who is unsophisticated, unlearned,
or ignorant
I don’t understand the attraction; he is backwoods and
uneducated.

3.

to be unnaturally innocent or simple
He is so backwoods and country that he can’t go to the
city unaccompanied.

to be backbreaking
to be hard, exhausting, laborious, strenuous,
or demanding
Writing a book is a job which is backbreaking.
to be bad
1.
to be depraved, dishonest, or immoral
This work is bad and must be banned.
2.

to be evil, wicked, or malicious
This system is bad and should be destroyed.

3.

to be cruel, foul, or base
He is bad and cruel.

4.

imperfect, deficient, or below standard
My exam results were bad.

5.

to be inaccurate, wrong, or incorrect
Change this answer; it is bad.
to be spoiled or rotten
This food is bad; throw it out.

6.
7.

to be contaminated or diseased

8.

to be unlucky or unfortunate
This day, up until now, has been pretty bad.

9.

to be disagreeable or unpleasant
She’s bad and no one wants to be around her.

10.

to be sorry, sad, or depressed

11.

to be wretched, distressful, or troubling

12.

to be ugly, unattractive, homely, or plain
Her complexion is bad.

13.

to be counterfeit or fraudulent
These dollar bills are bad.

14.

to be sick or ill
I am pretty bad today. I’ll be better tomorrow.

to be bad (slang)
to be good, first rate, or excellent
He is bad and he looks good, too.
to be bag and baggage
to be totally, completely or unconditionally
He is bag and baggage on our side.
to be balled up
to be mixed up, up side down, jumbled or at
sixes and sevens
Frankly, I am so balled up that I don’t know
what to do.
to be ballsy
to be without fear, brave, daring or fearless
Although she is not a male, she is ballsy.
to be bamboozled
to be confounded, perplexed or baffled
I don’t understand anything; I bamboozled.
to be bananas (slang)
to be crazy, insane, emotionally unstable or deranged
He’s bananas.

to be banged around
to be battered or hurt in a vehicle accident or disaster.
He was banged around quite a bit in the accident. He'll be in the
hospital for a couple of days.
to be bare-faced
1.
to be shameless, daring, open
It is a bare-faced lie with no shame.
2.

to be straightforward, undisguised or unconcealed
She is bare-faced; therefore, you can trust her.

3.

to be clear, revealed, displayed, or shown

4.

to be glaring, obvious or apparent
It was a bare-faced liar.

to be barefoot
to be shoeless or barefooted
During the summer, I am normally barefoot.
to be bareheaded
to be without a hat or any kind of covering
Traditionally, a woman should not enter
a church if she is not bareheaded.
to be barehanded
1.
to be ungloved, unprotected, or vulnerable
You can not be barehanded in this kind of job.
2.

to be unarmed, powerless, or helpless
You are barehanded and you’re going to fight? Don’t
make me laugh!

to be bare-legged
to be without anything on the legs, to wear no stocking
During the summer, many women are bare-legged.
to be barely able to scratch out a living
to barely earn enough money, have just enough to satisfy one’s
basic needs

With the money that I am earning at the firm, I am barely able
to scratch out a living.
to be bathed in blood
to be full of blood or bloodshed
After the army left, the town was bathed in blood.
to be beat
to very tired
I had a hard day. I'm beat.
to be beaten back
to be forced or compelled back
The army was beaten back by the home population.
to be beaten down
to be subjected, subdued, or worn down
He was beaten down by the police.
to be beaten off
to be warded off or repulsed
They were beaten off by the army..
to be beaten to a frazzle
to be overwhelmed, downtrodden, helpless, overcome
to be before
1.
to be in front or ahead of
I am before you in line.
2.

to have happened previously, earlier
All those problems were before my time.

3.

to be ahead or in the future of
The good times are before us; we won't have long to wait.

to be befuddled
to be perplexed or confused
I was totally befuddled by her and her mother.

to be behind
1.
to be at or toward the rear of
You are behind, not in front of, me in the line.
2.

to be the originator of something
The right wing is behind placing the story in the paper.

3.

to be in support of, supporting or promoting
He is behind everything. He is the only one
who has the money.

4.

to be in arrears of one's payment
She is behind in her rent.

5.

to be slow, not accurate (clock/watch)
That clock is always behind.

6.

to be old-fashion, of a prior generation
She is always behind the times. Look how
she dresses.

to be behind bars
to be in prison or in jail
He'll behind bars for many years
to be belly up
1.
to be dead (informal)
He's belly up.
2.

to be bankrupt
He spent so much money that I'm not surprised
that he's belly up.

to be below
1.
in or toward a lower place in rank
You are below me in rank; therefore, you must salute.
2.

to be on, in, or toward a lower level
The captain is below deck.

3.

to be literally underneath
The house is below the tree.

below the salt

to be in an inferior social position
to be beneath
1.
to be below, in, or to a lower place, under
The dog is beneath the bed.
2.

to be inferior to
Human beings think that animals are beneath
them. They forget that they, too, are animals.

3.

to be unworthy of
This type of behavior is beneath you.

4.

to be the originator of
He is beneath of all of this.

5.

to be worse than, to be contemptible
That is beneath contempt, killing her would
have been better

to be bent on
to be determined to, set on, resolved
He is bent on going after him. He wants to make him pay.
to be beside
1.
to be by or at the side of, near
He is beside his mother.
2.

to be overwhelmed by or with
He is beside himself with grief. The whole
situation is so sad.

to be beside oneself
to be enraged, furious, very angry or seething
Wait until I get her on the phone. I am beside myself.
to be beside the point
to be irrelevant, not to support the case
That is beside the point.
to be better off
to be in a more favorable situation or condition

I am better off now that she's gone.
to be between
1.
to select or choose one thing versus another
My choice is between a cup of coffee and one of tea.
2.

to be in confidence
This is between you and me. He is beneath me in rank

to be between a rock and a hard place
to be in a situation where there are no options
It doesn't matter. I am between a rock and a hard place.
to be between the devil and the deep blue sea
to be in a no win situation or in a situation of no options
Which ever way I turn, I'm lost. I am between the devil
and the deep blue sea.
to be beyond
1.
to reach one's limits
She is beyond anyone's control
2.

to be superior to, better than
He is beyond all the students in his class..

3.

to be out of the reach of
Only very few people are beyond hope.

to beyond dispute
to be doubtless, without doubt or without question
That he is guilty is beyond dispute!
to be beyond question
to be without question or doubt, have no doubt
It is beyond question that he DID NOT win
the election
to be beyond the call of duty
to do more than is required
What he did was beyond the call of duty.

to be beyond the pale
to be the bounds or limits, not be socially or
culturally acceptable
What he did was beyond the pale.
to be bias
to have a strong inclination towards, be slanted toward
or against
Be careful! He's bias.
to big enough to choke a hog
to be excessively large or abundant
The diamond was big enough to choke a hog.
to be big-headed
to be stuck up, smug or sanctimonious
He is so big-headed that I can’t stand him.
to be big on
1.
to be enthusiastic or ardent about
I'm not very big on politics
2.

to like, enjoy, relish
I'm big on sweets.

to be big smoke (British)
London
to be big smoke (Australia)
any large town
to be bitter
1.
to be sharp, burning or not sweet
Although lemons are bitter, I love their taste.
2.

to taste badly
The pills were bitter.

3.

to be a bad or horrible experience
The divorce, like our marriage, was bitter.

to be bizarre
to be erratic, strange or different
He is bizarre. I don't feel comfortable with him.
to be black and white
to be clear or without doubt
In accounting there is only black and white.
to be black and blue
to be discolored, bruised, injured, badly hurt
As a result of the accident, I am black and blue.
to be blacklisted
to be ostracized, repudiated, blackballed
Many writers were blacklisted in the 1950s.
to be blah
to be uninteresting, dull, dead, or bland
What can I say; he is blah!
to be blank
to be empty, not to be recorded over
There's nothing on the video; it's blank.
to be blaring
to be very loud, too loud, noisy or resounding
Please turn down your radio; the music is blaring.
to be bleak
1.
to be without hope
The situation is now very bleak.
2.

to be desolate, bare and cold
It is a bleak piece of real estate.

to be bleary eyed
to be muddled, confused, uncertain or baffled
I knew that he was sick. He was bleary eyed.
to be bled dry
to extortion, squeezed or forced to pay a great
deal of money
He was bled dry by his wife.
to be bled white
to be extorted, squeezed or forced to pay a great deal
of money
The merchants were bled white by the gangsters.
to be blessed
to not be damned, be favored
She has no idea how she succeeded.
She was blessed.
to be as blind as a bat
to not be able to see
I don't know why she doesn't get glasses.
She's as blind.
to be blind to
to not be conscious, cognizant or aware of
She is blind to everything that is going
on around her.
to be blindly in love
to be infatuated, be totally and completely in love
She is blindly in love with him.
to be blitzed
to be drunk, intoxicated or inebriated
I saw you last night and you were blitzed.
to be blood brothers

1.

2.

to be person who swears loyalty to one another
in a ceremony, usually includes the shedding of blood
We have been blood brothers for years.
to persons born of the same parent or parents
I know that we don't look like each other but we
are blood brothers.

to be blood curdling
to be extremely frightening or scary
Her scream was blood curdling.
to be blood doping
the injection of an athlete with his or a family member's blood
immediately before a competition which, because of the addition of redblood cells, increases the blood's oxygen-carrying capacity
to be blood guilty
guilty of shedding blood in a criminal manner
to be blood thirsty
to be murderous, homicidal, or eager to kill
He is s blood thirsty killer who must be shot on the shot.
to be blood thirsty
1.
to be fierce, savage, or vicious
2.

to be inhuman, barbaric, or brutal
He is blood thirsty; therefore, I would rather kill
myself than be captured.

3.

to be containing or depicting extreme violence
That movie is a bloodthirsty depiction of the
French Revolution.

to be bloodless
1.
to be pale, sickly, colorless, or anemic
She looks like she is bloodless.
2.

to be lacking in human emotion or feeling
He is a bloodless human being who only
thinks about money.

to be bloody

1.

to be bloodstained, gory, or blood-soaked
This coup d'etat was rather bloody.

2.

to be composed or resembling blood

3.

to be protesting in a very loud or boisterous voice
It was a bloody scream.

4.

(vulgar/British) to be exclamation to express anger,
annoyance or shock
He is a bloody nut!

to be bloody-minded (vulgar/British)
to always making trouble
to be blotted out
to be demolished, eradicated or erased
As a result of their rebellion, they and their family were
blotted out.
to be blown away
1.
to be carried off by the wind
The house was blown away.
2.

to be surprised or stunned
I was blown away by what you told me.

to be blown down
to be knocked or thrown to the ground
He was blown down as a result of the explosion.
to be blown off
to be dismissed as insignificant
I was blown off like a piece of nothing.
to be blown out of proportion
to be distorted or exaggerated out of proportion
Everything was blown completely out of proportion.
to blown over
to be surprised or stunned

I was blown over by her resignation.
to be blue
to be sad, depressed or despondent
Today I am blue.
to be blue in the face
to be worked up, white hot, ranting and raving, fuming
She was so angry that she was blue in the face.
to be blunt
to speak to the point, go to the point
She does not watch her words. She's very blunt.
to be boastful
to be a person who brags and crows a lot
He is one of the most boastful persons I have ever known.
to be bold-faced
brazen, brassy, insolent, rude, imprudent,
impertinent, saucy or fresh
She’s not sorry because is bold-faced.
to be bogus
to be not real, fake, or counterfeit
All the documents to support their case
was bogus.
to be bold
to be cheeky, brazen, brash or unseemly
She is bold.
to be bold-spirited
to be bold, fearless or audacious
Because he is bold-spirited, he is not scared
of anything.
to be bombed (slang)

to be drunk, lit up, in one’s cup or intoxicated, have
drunk too much
You are bombed; therefore, I’ll drive.
to be bone chilling
1.
to be extremely or very cold
It is bone chilling in the U.S. during the winter.
2.

to be very scary or frightened
That novel was bone-chilling.

to be bone dry
to be extremely dry to the point to being parched
This land is bone dry.
to be bone-headed from the neck up
to be stupid or a dunce
He doesn't think. He's a bone-head from the neck up.
to be bone-idle
to be very lazy or a worthless human being
You are bone-idle and will always be so.
to be bone tired
to be exhausted, to be extremely tired
I have never been so tired; I'm bone tired.
to be bonkers
to be emotionally unstable, deranged, crazy or insane
Simply put he is bonkers.
to be boorish
to be abusive, affronting, or insulting
She is boorish and, therefore, ignored.
(to be) booze (slang)
to be intoxicant, liquor or alcoholic beverage
Because he is underage, he has to get others
to get his booze.

to be bored out of one's mind
to be very bored
I am bored out of my mind.
to be bored out of one's mind
to be very bored
I am bored out of my mind.
to be bored to death
to be very or extremely bored
I am bored to death here.
to be bored to tears
to be very or extremely bored
This class has bored him to tears.
to be born at home plate
to be born with a leg up, with privileges
and advantages
No wonder he is the president. He was
born at home plate.
to be born behind the eight ball
to be born at a disadvantage, be born under an unlucky star
No matter what you say to her, it will do no good. She believes
that she was born behind the eight ball.
to be born on first base
to be born rich and privileged
What does he know about poverty.
He was born on first base.
to be born on the wrong side of the bed
to be illegitimate, born outside of marriage
Because he was born on the wrong side of
the bed, he was never recognized as the king's son.

to be born under an evil star
to be unlucky, unfortunate, doomed, or unfortunate
I do believe that I was born under an evil star.
to be born with a silver spoon in one's mouth
to be born in a wealthy well-connected family, inherit wealth
This president was born with a silver spoon in his mouth.
to be born yesterday
to be naïve, inexperience or new
You act like you were born yesterday. You know better.
to be bought down
to be made to feel ashamed, be dishonored, embarrassed
or belittled
At the award ceremony, she was bought down by the host.
to be bounced
to be thrown out, ejected, expelled or dumped
He was bounced from the club.
to be bound to
to be likely or probable
He is bound to come back. You are, after all, his mother.
to be bowled over
to be thrown for a loss, shocked thunderstruck,
taken aback or floored
I was bowled over by what you said.
to be brain-dead
1.
to be dead
He is brain-dead; therefore, there's nothing else which
can be done.
2.

to be stupid or dumb
I think that he must be brain-dead; otherwise, how
could he have done something so stupid.

to be brassy

to be overconfident, brazen, immodest or rude
She is brassy and bold.
to be brazen
to be impertinent pushy or impudent
This girl is brazen and she needs to be disciplined.
to brazen-faced
to be shameless, unabashed, forward, or outspoken
She is brazen-faced. She has no shame.
to be breathalyzed
to evaluate the level of alcohol in one's system
You are to be breathalyzed next.
to be bred in the bone
to have a natural inclination toward something, have something in one's
blood
Ideas that he have are bred in the bone.
to be bright eyed and bushy tailed
to be ready and alert
She is rather intense; she is so bright eyed and bushy tailed.
to be broad-minded
1.
to be kind, fair, just or square
2.

to be benign or benevolent

3.

to be impersonal, impartial, disinterested, or unbiased

3.

to be understanding or sympathetic

to be broken-hearted
to be disconsolate, inconsolable, overcome, or heavy-laden
Since he has left, she has been broken-heart.
to be brought down a peg or two
to be humble, shamed, humiliated, chastened, brought

down or made eat humble pie or crow
He needs to be brought down a peg or two.
to be brutish
to be oppressive, inhuman, or merciless
His behavior is brutish.
to be buffaloed
to be intimidated, bullied, or domineered
He was buffaloed into accepting the new contract.
to be bug-eyed
to be with bulging or protruding eyes
to be built
to be stacked, full-bosomed or voluptuous
All I can say is that she is built.
to be built like a brick house
to be curvaceous, stacked or full-bosomed
She is very attractive; she is built like a brick house.
to be bullheaded
to be ornery, pertinacious, mulish, or stubborn
He is the most bullheaded person that I have
ever known.
to be bummed out
to be sad, depressed, downcast, blue
I am bummed out because my best friend went
to live in another city.
to be bunk
to be nonsense, trash, or silliness
What he said was nothing but bunk.

to be burnt out
to be worn out, totally exhausted or dead tired
I can’t take anymore; I am burnt out.
to be bursting at the seams
to be so full that the contents can no longer
be contained
I couldn’t get on the bus; it was bursting at
the seams.
to be bushed
to be ready to drop, exhausted or extremely tired
I worked so much last night that when I finish,
I was bushed.
to be bursting with health
to be strong, healthy or in excellent health
It is good to be bursting with health.
to be busty
to be large breasted, built or full-bosomed
Ever since the operation, she is busty.
to be butt-naked
to be totally and completely naked
She is butt-naked walking around the house.
to be butt ugly
to be extraordinarily ugly
I know that it’s not right but she is butt ugly.
to be butterfingered
to be clumsy or klutzy
I can’t take her to the store with me; she’s butterfingered.
He is so butterfingered that I am scared to take him
shopping with me.
to be button-down
to be traditional, conventional, fundamentalist, prudish

or old fashion
Although he is very nice; he is too button-down for my taste.
to be by
1.
to make a quick and casual visit
I'll be by tomorrow.
2.

to be alone
I am always by myself.

to be by far
to be by a great deal or a lot
To be by far, this is too expensive.
to be callous
to be hard-boiled, insensible or insensitive
He is callous; therefore, don’t expect any pity
from him.
to be candy-assed
to be spineless, yellow, fearful or yellow-bellied
You are nothing but candy-assed who has no backbone
of her own.
to be carefree
to be untroubled, casual or unworried
I no longer care what happens; I am carefree.
to be cat-eyed
to be able to see in the dark
to be catchy
to be something which is pleasing and easy
to remember (i.e. a title and tune)
That is a catchy tune. It keeps singing it.
to be caught between a rock and a hard place
to be in a no win situation, be in a situation that
every choice is wrong

He was trouble no matter what; he was caught
between a rock and a hard place.
to be caught in the act
to be caught by surprise doing something bad
He was caught in the act so there was nothing
he could say.
to be caught in the rain
to be outside when one is surprised by
rain (without any protection)
The reason that I am so wet is that I was caught in
the rain.
to be caught napping
to be surprised when one is not watching or prepared
The army was caught napping; therefore,
they were destroyed.
to be caught off-guard
to be surprised while one is not watching
She did not see it coming; she was caught off-guard.
to be caught up short
to be astounded, dumbfounded, startled or shocked
I was caught up short by what he said.
to be caught red-handed
to be caught in the act or in the process
What can I tell you? I was caught red-handed.
to be caught napping
to be asleep on the job, inattentive or unobservant
You should never be caught napping or you will
be fired.
to be caught up with
to be involved with, incriminated or enmeshed

You need to get away; you are too caught up with other
people’s problems.
to be caught with one's hand in the cookie jar
to be caught in the process of robbing or stealing
He had nothing to say as he was caught with his hand in the
cookie jar.
to be caught with one's pants down
to be caught by surprise, be surprised and embarrassed
There was nothing he could do; he was caught with his
pants down.
to be chalky
to be pallid, sallow, ashen or pasty
I think that she is sick because she is chalky.
to be check-mated
to be stopped, not be able to continue, be at a standstill
He thought that everyone agreed but he was check-mated.
to be cheek to jowl
to be extremely close together that there is barely
space between you
On the train, we were cheek to jowl.
to be cheeky (British slang)
to be impertinent, insolent or wise
I’m going to call his parents; he is too cheeky.
to be chicken feed (normally refer to money)
to be an insignificant, small or not large amount
This is only chicken feed. This is not enough money
to even pay my rent.
to be chicken-hearted
to be weak, cowardly or fearful
He is chicken-hearted so you can’t depend on him.

to be chicken-livered
to be always scared or fearful, not have courage
He is chicken-livered.
to be child’s play
to be easy, no problem or not at all difficult
He thinks that this is child’s play; it isn’t.
to be chipper
to be sunny, bubbly or upbeat
He is always so chipper.
to be chummy
to be very good friends, intimates, intimate associates,
clubby, best buddies
It is not that you are chummy with the employees.
to be chunky
to be fat, ample or portly
You need to lose weight; you’re a little too chucky.
to be cold hearted
to be unfriendly, unwelcome, uninviting or forbidding
He is cold-hearted so do not expect anything from him.
to be clear
1.
to be free from darkness, obscurity, or cloudiness
I love days like this. It is clear.
2.

to be transparent
It is clear; therefore, you can see right through it.

3.

to be apparent or obvious
It's clear that you do not understand.

4.

to be easily seen or sharply defined
Although it was at a distant, the figure was clear.

5.

to be distinctly perception to the ear

It is clear as a bell.
6.

to be free from confusion, uncertainty, or doubt
It is a clear case of fraud.

7.

to be free from suspicion or guilt
At last, my record is clear of all charges.

8.

to be without qualification, absolute
It was a clear win on the side of the home team.

to be clear cut
to be unambiguous, apparent or obvious
This case is clear cut. He did it.
to be clear in one’s own mind
to be sure of, not to be confused about
I am clear in my own mind who is wrong
in this situation.
to be clear of
to be able to free or release, be out from under
The coal miner was finally clear of all the debris.
to be clearheaded
to be astute, sharp, or shrewd
He has always been clearheaded.
to be clobbered
to be smashed, defeated, quashed or vanquished
The boxer was clobbered by his opponent.
to be close
to be friends, intimate associates, bosom buddies,
clubby
Even though you have not known each other very much,
you and she are extraordinarily close.
to be close at hand
to be impending, imminent, lurking, immediate

or forthcoming
I feel that the civil war is close at hand.
to be close-fisted
to be mean, tight or stingy
He'll never help you. He is close-fisted.
to be close to one's heart
to be of great interest or concern
I want this problem solved. It is very close to my heart.
to be closed-minded
to be limited, closed or one-sided
You will never get through to him; he is closed-minded.
to be closed-mouthed
to be quiet, someone who does not talk a lot or reserved
You can tell him whatever; he's closed-mouthed.
to be cocksure
to be cocky, overconfident or presumptuous
Be careful in being so cocksure of yourself.
to be cocky
to be self-important, haughty, vain or self-centered, behave as
if one were superior to others, be pretentious or condescending
Don’t be cocky!!
to be coddled
to be pampered, babied or indulged
You will not be coddled here so get up.
to be cold
to not be not sentimental, unfeeling or pitiless
She is cold; therefore, stop begging her. She
won’t help you.

to be cold blooded
to be without feeling, without mercy, dispassionate
This was a cold blooded crime.
to be cold comfort
to be of no consolation, comfort or help
The fact that they paid for his hospitalization
is cold comfort.
to be cold shouldered
to be ignored, cut, disregarded, brushed aside
After the party, he was cold-shouldered by her.
to be cognizant of
to be aware or conscious of
I am cognizant of the dangers.
to be cold-hearted
to be ruthless, pitiless, or merciless
He is cold hearted.
to be colder than a witch’s tit
to be very cold, be cold to the point of being
freezing
It is colder than a witch’s tit out there.
to be combative quarrelsome
to be contentious, quarrelsome or argumentative
He is such a combative person.
to be comely
to be busty, curvaceous or desirable
There is no denying that she is very comely.
to be comfort food
to be food which make on nostalgic, relaxed and happy
(usually food that one would eat as a child)

In the U.S., mash potatoes are comfort food.
to be conscious of
to be aware or cognizant of
I am conscious of the dangers.
to be cool-headed
to be calm, placid or serene
She is very cool-headed.
to be corny
to be old-fashioned, insipid or stale
Your statements are corny.
to be covered up
to be suppressed, kept secret or smothered
Everything must be covered up as quickly
as possible.
to be cowed by
1.
to be intimated, overawed, dismayed
The students from the inner-city were not cowed by the
better-educated students in the suburbs.
2.

to be terrified or petrified, made afraid
The strikers refused to be cowed by the police.

to be crabby
to be temperamental, cranky or cantankerous
It's Monday; therefore, I'm very crabby.
to be cracked
to be as nutty as a fruit cake, unbalanced, crazy or
unstable
I no longer listen to her; she’s cracked.
to be crammed
to fill to over capacity, overfill, fill to the top

I couldn’t get on the bus; it was crammed.
to be cranky
to be sour as crab apple, crabby, cranky
or grumpy
What has happened to you? Why are you so cranky this
morning?
to be crazy like a fox
to appear crazy but be very clever or astute
She may be crazy but it is she is crazy like a fox.
to be cross
to be angry, in a bad mood or mad
He is very cross this morning.
to be cruddy
to be sleazy, wretched, grubby, low, putzy or vile
Stop fooling yourself; this house is cruddy.
to be crushed
to be quashed, vanquished, beaten or subdued
The people were crushed by their enemy.
to be crushed by
to be greatly disappointed, dejected or in despair
She was crushed by the news.
to be crushed to smithereens
1.
to be wiped out, smashed, pulverized or crushed
The town was crushed to smithereens
to the point that nothing was left.
2.

to be harshly criticized, attacked, castigated
or denounced
In my oral exams I was terrified that I was going to
be crushed to smithereens.

to be crystal clear
to be bare, naked or loud and clear

Her intentions were crystal clear.
to be cuckoo
to be crazy, demented, irrational, or unbalanced
She is cuckoo! That's the only explanation I have.
to be cunning
to be adroit crafty, or slick
He is cunning enough to get anything that he wants.
to be curmudgeonly
to be mean, bad-tempered, nasty, grumpy or irascible
Nothing satisfies him; he is curmudgeonly.
to be cut from the same cloth
to be akin, in the same category or of the same kind
They might be enemies but they are definitely cut
from the same cloth.
to be cut and dry
to be clear, settled, no longer up to question or doubt
It is cut and dry. Any questions?
to be cut off from
to be separated or disconnected from
He was cut off from the rest of the group.
to be cut out
to be excluded
Many of the countries were cut out of
the competition.
to be cut to pieces
1.
to be butchered, pulled or ripped apart, ripped
or pulled to pieces
If we don’t get out of here, will are going to be cut
to pieces.

2.

to be harshly criticized, demeaned or attacked
After I gave my presentation, I was cut to pieces by
the audience.

to be cutthroat
1.
to be ruthless, fierce, restless
His method is cutthroat. Expect no mercy from him.
2.

to be killing, bloodstained, homicidal
He may look like a kind grandfather but he is cutthroat.

to be cutting one's tooth
to be growing a new tooth
She is crying so much before she is cutting
her tooth.
to be cut with
to be diluted, watered or watered down with
The drugs were cut with baby powder.
to be dashing
1.
to be brave, valiant, adventuresome
He is a very dashing figure.
2.

to be vivid, bright or flamboyant
He has always has been dashing in his movie roles.

to be dead
1.
to no longer be current or relevant (issue or problem)
Stop stressing. It's dead. It's a dead issue.
2.

to be without feeling or sensation, numb ( a limb)
My leg is dead.

3.

to be incapable of being emotionally moved,
or unresponsive
I wouldn't even try. She's dead inside.

4.

to be no longer functioning
The car's dead. You better call a taxi.

5.

to be not moving or circulating, be stagnate
The water is dead. Only mosquitoes live and

reproduce there.
6.

to be utterly and totally exhausted or tired
I've been working three days straight. I'm dead.

7.

to be without vitality, dull, no activity
or excitement.
The party is dead.

8.

to be without resilience or a bounce
These balls are dead.

9.

to be accurate, sure, unerring, precise, or exact
It was a dead shot.

10.

to be flat or tasteless, not to have
fizzle (beverage)
You left the cap off; the soda is dead. It's flat.

11.

to be flat, dull not bright or brilliant
That's a dead color. You could've have used
a brighter white.

to be dead air
to have the loss or suspension of video
or audio signal
Nothing's on the radio. It's all dead air.
to be dead and buried
to be over and finished, be the past and no
longer important
It makes no sense to still talking about an issue
which is dead and buried.
to be dead between the ears
to be obtuse, stupid, dull, dull-witted or not
very intelligent
Yes he is handsome but he is also dead between
the ears.
to be dead from the neck up
1.
to be one of the walking dead, zombie

2.

to be dead from the neck up (slang)

3.

to be a corpse, body, dead body

4.

to be cold and unfeeling
She does not feel anything; she is dead from the
neck up.

5.

to not use one's brain, stupid, dumb, not the most
intelligent
Yes, she is beautiful but otherwise she is dead
from the neck up.

to be dead in the water
to be completely inactive, inoperable or no longer
in consideration
He can't help you. He can't even help himself. He is
dead in the water.
to be dead in the water
to no longer be functional or operative
These talks are going nowhere; they’re dead in the water .
to be dead on one's feet
to be extremely tired or exhausted
I am dead on my feet; I must rest.
to be dead set against
to be most definitely against
I am dead set against this policy.
to be dead tired
to be very or extremely exhausted
I must take a nap; I’m dead tired.
to be dead to others feelings
to be indifferent or cold to the sentiments of others
You’re wasting your time explaining your position;
she’s dead to others feelings.

to be dead to someone
to no longer be recognized or be considered a part
of the group
Because you married against my will, you are dead
to me.
to be dead to the world
to be asleep, be sleeping heavily
He does not hear the phone because he is dead to
the world.
to be dead wrong (right)
to be totally, completely or with out a question wrong (right)
You’re dead wrong and you know it. You should apologize.
to be deadly
1.
to be lethal or fatal
Mushrooms are deadly.
2.

to be very bad or excessively negative
She is a deadly cook.

to be deaf, dumb, and blind
to wear blinkers, not see what one does not want to
He does not understand anything about the world
because he choose to be deaf, dumb and blind.
to be dear
1.
to be loved or greatly cared for
She is very dear to me.
2.

to be expensive or costly
This book is dear.

to be dear to one's heart
of great interest or concern to one, cherished, valued, or prized
This is very dear to my heart. Can't we do anything?
to be deathlike
to be livid, bloodless or deathly

My God, she is deathlike in appearance.
to be decked out
to be dressed up or well, be in one’s Sunday’s best
When I went to the party, I was decked out.
to be deafening
to be noisy, loud sounding or ringing, resounding
His music is deafening.
to be délicieux
to be flavorful, delicious or good
This is délicieux.
to be dernier cri
to be the latest thing, be in style
to be despotic
to be dictatorial, demanding, severe, or oppressive
He is despotic in his behavior towards the workers.
to be destined for
1.
to be bound for or on the way to
I am destined for Texas
2.

to be fated or doomed for
He's destined for a big fall.

to be devil-may-care
to be careless, thoughtless, half-hearted or blasé
His attitude has always been devil-may-care.
to be diabolical
to be cruel, sadistic or hellish
He was a diabolical leader who deserved to be overthrown.
to be discombobulated
to be lost at sea, thrown off, muddle-headed or confused
I am totally discombobulated.

to be dicey
to be unpredictable, risky, uncertain
It's dicey. For now, nothing is sure.
to be difficult to get a hold on
to be too hard, complicated or difficult
This is too hard it's too difficult to get a hold on.
to be dippy
to be crazy, irrational, or demented
She is so dippy!!
to be dirty
1.
to be unclean, filthy, or not clean
You can't wear this shirt; it is dirty.
2.

to be mean, contemptible, or vile
He is a dirty person who can not be trusted at all.

3.

to be obscene, indecent, or lewd
This movie is not appropriate for children;
it is quite dirty.

4.

to be unfair, crooked, or fraudulent
That was an extremely dirty race. I don't believe that
the winner won.

to be discarded
to be thrown out, cast out, or thrown away
Before leaving, I discarded all those things which I
didn't need anymore.
to be discombobulated
to be stunned, shocked, or startled
I was discombobulated by what he did. I still can't believe it.
to be disheartened
to be heartsick, dejected, depressed, downcast, or heartbroken
Don't be disheartened! Everything will turn out fine.

to be ditched
to be discarded, tossed out, or jettisoned
The man was ditched by his partners and, as a result,
was forced to go out on his own.
to be double-crossed
to be betrayed
I was double-crossed by a close friend.
to be dog cheap
to be very cheap
That chair is dog cheap; therefore, I’m
going to get it.
to be dog poor
to be very or extremely poor
I am dog poor before pay day.
to be dog tired
to be very tired, be exhausted, worn out or
exhausted
I can't go one more step; I'm dog tired.
to be dog-eat-dog
to be a cut-throat, be merciless, harsh, brutal or pitiless
This world is dog-eat-dog.
to be dogged
be resolved, relentless or indomitable
When I want something I am dogged.
to be doggoned
to be damned
I am doggone!
to be done for
to be finished or dead

There are no more appeals. He is done for.
to be done in
to be totally exhausted
Yesterday I worked 14 hours. I was done in.
(to be done) in an underhanded manner
to be secretive, hidden, concealed, shrouded,
cloaked or undercover
They passed the bill in an underhanded manner.
to be done in cold blood
to be done deliberately, ruthlessly or coldly
The killing was done in cold blood.
to be dopey
to be stupid, moronic, dumb or retarded
All I can say is that he is dopey.
to be doubled over in laughter
to laugh hysterically, be doubled up
in laughter, laughter to the point of tears
I was doubled over in laughter while listening
to his jokes.
to be doubled up in laughter
to laugh hysterically, be doubled over
in laughter, laugh to the point of tears
I was doubled up in laughter while listening
to his jokes.
to be down
1.
to be depressed or downcast
I'm pretty down today.
2.

to be out of order (i.e. computer)
The internet is down.

to be down and out
1.
to be destitute, derelict, lost adrift or broke

The day before pay day. I'm normally down and out.
2.

to be shabby, worn out, or impoverished
After he was divorced, he is down-and-out.

to be down-at-the-heel
1.
1to be poor or impoverished
Since losing my job I have been down-at-the-heel.
2.

to be shabby, shopworn, threadbare or grungy
I'll be okay but right now I'm down at the heels.

to be downcast
to be dejected, depressed or dispirited
He was downcast about how everything turned out.
to be down for
to be signed up or registered for
I like your product. I am down for 5 boxes.
to be down for the count
to be temporarily out of commission (as in boxing)
He was down for the count but got up before 10.
to be down from
to have descended or come down from
At last the cat is down from the tree.
to be down in the dumps
to be downcast, down, sad or blue
I am down in the dumps because it is Monday. I
hate Monday.
to be down in the mouth
to be downcast, dejected, dismal, sad or unhappy
Don't be so down in the mouth.
to be down on
1.
to be on the ground or floor
He's drunk. He down on the floor sleeping

2.

to be hostile towards, critical of
He's always down on romantic movies.

to be down on one's luck
to be unfortunate, luckless, or hapless
In this time in his life, he seems to be down on his luck.
to be down played
to be made to seem less important, understated or minimized
Although his role was down played, don't be fooled.
to be down to
to have no other options, not have anything else
Poor baby, he's down to his last million.
to be down-to-earth
to be pragmatic unfeeling, unsentimental
or only realistic
She is very down-to-earth. If it doesn’t work for her, she
won’t do it.
to be down to the bare-bones
reduced to its essence or to its minimum
We are down to the bare-bones. We can deal with
what is the most important.
to be down-trodden
to be oppressed, laden, weighed down
The lower castes in India are down-trodden.
to be down with
1.
to be sick with
I'm down with a bad cold.
2.

to be in support of, to have someone's back (slang)
We're like sisters. I'm down with you.

3.

to be able to, in agreement with, okay
with
I'm down with going to LA for the weekend.

to be drained
to be bloodless, ghastly, white or blanched
Is she sick? I ask because she is drained.
to be drawing near
to be approaching, impending or imminent
Some people believe that the end of the world is
drawing near.
to be dreamy
to be a scatterbrain or thousand miles away, be woolgathering
She is the so dreamy that I never know where her mind is.
to be dressed to kill
to be well dressed
He is going out to dinner and is dressed to the kill.
to be dressed to the nine
to be dress very well, be dressed fashionably
On my date I am going to dress to the nine.
to be dressed to the teeth
1.
to be fully, completely, entirely
He was armed to the teeth.
2.

to be dressed very well
She really looks nice. She's dressed to the teeth.

to be driven out of one's mind
to cause someone to go crazy
What he was saying was driving me out of my mind.
to be drummed out
to be expelled, thrown out, bounced, dumped
He was drummed out of the army.
to be drunk out of one's mind (slang)
to be so drunk that one does not know what one is doing

Last night, I was drunk out of my ming.
to be duck soup
to be easy or simple, not be difficult
What’s the problem? This is duck soup.
to be dull
1.
to not be sharp, not able to cut
This knife is dull.
2.

everyday, ordinary, plain or uninteresting
The town that I lived in was dull.

3.

to be boring, not vital or lively
This party is dull. I have never been so bored.

4.

to not be sharp, astute or shrewd
When I was a child, I was rather dull.

5.

not to be very intelligent, dumb or stupid
That child is dull.

6.

to not be very imaginative or creative
I know that I am dull.

to be dull-witted
to be mindless, dull, slow or slow-witted
I have never met a person who is so dull-witted.
to be dumbfounded
to be left speechless with amazement
I don't know what to say. I'm dumbfounded.
to be dumped
to be ejected, expelled, thrown out or bounced
He was ejected from the army.
to be dyed in the wool
to be hardened, totally loyal or true believer
She is dyed in the wool Republican.

to be dying of jealousy
to be envious or very jealous
I was dying of jealousy when she came in with her new boyfriend.
to be eagle-eyed
to be wary, cautious, careful, circumspect, prudent
or discreet
My mother was a real eagle-eyed. Nothing missed
her attention.
to be ear candy
to be a pleasant or easy to learn tune
Yes, it is ear candy but its sells are in the millions.
to be ear-marked
to be an identifying or distinguishing mark or characteristic
The book was earmarked with his unusual
grammatical style.
to be ear-marked
to be put away, set aside, marked for a
specific purpose
These computers are ear marked for a foreign market.
to be ear splitting
to be very or too loud
The music was earsplitting.
to be easier said than done
to be easier to talk than to act or
to carry out an action
Easy? Not really. It's easier said than done.
to be easy in one's mind
to be at peace or comfortable with
I am easy in my mind about what happened.

to be easy on the ear
to be pleasant to listen to
Soft jazz is very easy on the ear.
to be easy on the eye
to be nice, pleasant, pleasing, or agreeable to look at,
attractive, pretty or beautiful
Is he is handsome? Yes, I would say that he is
definitely easy on the eye.
to be easy prey
to be especially vulnerable, easily attacked or tricked
Because she is so naïve, she is easy prey.
to be easy on the eye
to be pleasant to look at, pretty or handsome
Is he is handsome? I would say that he's definitely easy
on the eye.
to be eating one
to be bothering, annoying or upsetting
What's eating him today. He's in a horrible mood.
to be edged out
to be beaten or defeated by a narrow margin
He was unfairly edged out.
to be edgy
to be nervous, jittery, jumpy, on edge, on pins and needles
What is the matter? You seem to be edgy.
to be eerie
to be strange, weird, scary or discombobulating
It is almost eerie how well they get along.
to be effective
1.
to be adequate to accomplish a purpose
The medicine was effective.

2.

to be vivid, impressive or striking
The film was very effective.

to be elbow-to-elbow
to be in very close proximity or crowded in a small space
I am tired of being elbow-to-elbow.
to be empty-headed
to be stupid, silly, simple, or dizzy
I am surprised that you can be empty-headed.
to be empty upstairs
to be not very intelligent, stupid or of subnormal intelligence
I’m telling you that she is empty upstairs.
to be enough
to be all that one can tolerate
That's enough. No more.
to be enough to make one's hair curl
to surprise, shock, dismay
My credit card total is enough to make my
hair curl.
to be enough to wake the dead
to be very loud, too loud, noisy, deafening, loud
sounding
All that noise is intolerable; it is enough to wake
the dead.
to be estranged from
to be alienated or disaffected from
She is estranged from her children.
to be evenhanded
to be fair, impartial or equitable
I know that her criticism is harsh but she

is evenhanded.
to be even-tempered
to be composed, unperturbed, collected,
serene or self-controlled
One the things that I love the most about him
is that he is so even-tempered.
to be ever-burning
to be avid, voracious, inextinguishable or ravening
His curiosity is quenchless!
to be everybody’s fool
to be a fool, chump or target
There is something wrong with her; she is now
everybody’s fool.
to be exuberant,
to be unreserved, wholehearted, or unrestrained
His laughter was exuberant.
to be eye-candy
to be handsome or beautiful
I know that he's not very intelligent but he is eye- candy.
to be eye-catching
to be appealing, interesting, awing
That dress with its very long neckline is sure eye-catching.
to be eye-filling
to be attractive, pretty or beautiful
I can’t looking; she is eye-filling.
to be faced with
to be confronted with
Now that he knows, he is faced with two options.
to be face to face

1.

to be in close proximity with
We were face to face.

2.

to be opposite one another, look at one another
Once they are face to face, they will work it out.

3.

to narrowly escape from, to barely make it out
When I was sick, I was face to face with death.

to be face to face with
to confront, affront or encounter
I was face to face with my fears.
to be faceless
to be without personality or distinction
She was one of the many faceless people that
I would see everyday.
to be faint-hearted
spineless, timid, fearful, afraid
You can not trust her; she is too faint-hearted.
to be fair
1.
to be neither excellent nor bad, average.
They are fair students.
2.

to be a nice or fine (day)
It is a fair day.

3.

to be of a light hue
He is fair skin.

4.

to not be prejudice or unjust
I trust him. He is fair.

to be fair to middling
to be only adequate, average or not extraordinary
His looks are only fair to middling.
to be fair and square
to be honest, just, or straightforward

In this game, the judges will be fair and square.
to be fair to say that …
to be right or correct to say that …
It is fair to say that this war was started illegally.
to be false
1.
not to be true
What he says is false. He was at the scene.
2.

not to be correct
The answer is false.

3.

not to be faithful or loyal
He is a false friend.

4.

to be deceptive or deceitful
Don't trust him. He is a false friend.

to be far and away
to be without a doubt or ambiguity
This is far and away the best cake that I've tasted.
to be far out
to be unconventional or offbeat, not be conventional
He was quite far out.
to be farmed out
to have companies outside one’s own to do certain tasks
which was formerly done by the companies’ employees
(done as a way to save money)
Many of formerly in-house, high paying job are now farmed out
to India, China and Ireland
to be fast asleep
to be in a deep sleep, be sleeping heavily
He won’t be up for a few hours yet. Right now he
is fast asleep.
to be fat
1.
to be overweight, obese, or stout

He has gained quite a bit of weight; frankly, he's fat.
2.

to be rich, wealthy or moneyed (slab)
He is fat!

to be fatty
to be greasy, full of fat, or high in calories
This dessert is extremely fatty.
to be fattening
to be something which makes one fat
This food is very fattening.
to be fawning
to be submissive, unassertive or tractable
He is too fawning for my taste.
to be fed up to the teeth
to be exasperated, sick of, or disgusted with
He is fed up to the teeth with his brother to be feeling no pain.
to be fed up with
to be exasperated or very tired of
I'm fed up with all of this stuff.
to be feeble-minded
to not be very intelligent, be deficient or subnormal
As a result of his illness, he is feeble-minded.
to be feeling no pain
to be drunk, as drunk as a lord, as drunk as a skunk,
lit up, lubricated or intoxicated
He has drunk so much that he's feeling no pain.
to be fervent
to be totally, completely or absolutely devoted
He is fervent in his support.

to be few and far between
to be very rare or not a dime a dozen
Good human beings are few and far between.
to be fickle
to be changeable, unstable, unsteady, or capricious
He is very fickle.
to be fickle-minded
to be changeable, unstable, unsteady, or capricious
He is very fickle-minded.
to be fidgety
to be nervous, antsy, jittery, edgy, jumpy, on edge, itchy
I don’t know what is the problem but she sure is fidgety.
to be figure conscious
to be very conscious of one's body
A model must be very figure conscious.
to be figured out
to be resolved or solved
Although it will not be easy, this problem must
be figured out.
to be filthy-rich (slang)
to be rich or moneyed, have money
His family is filthy-rich.
to be fingered
to be finked on, informed on or pointed out
The robber was fingered by his partner.
to be finicky
to be querulous , fussy or pernickety
Stop being so finicky!
to be fired
to be laid one off, dismissed, discharged

He was fired yesterday.
to be fired on
to be shot on or shot at
The crowd was fired on by the police.
to be first-rate
to be superior, the highest, or the best
As a singer, he is first-rate; he has no peers.
to be fishy
to be suspicious, incredulous or doubtful
Something is not right; it is fishy.
to be fit as a fiddle
to be in good shape, in shape, or hale and hearty
Ever since I have begun exercising, I am fit as a fiddle.
to be fit to be tied
be ranting, out of control or raging
I’ve never seen her like this before; she is fit to be tied.
to be flabbergasted
to be aghast, overcome, or staggered
As what of what he said, I am flabbergasted.
to be flabby
to be chubby, fat, rotund, or tubby
I can not believe that I am so flabby.
to be flaky
to be fickle, volatile or unsteady
She is so flaky that who knows what she will do.
to be flashy
to be loud, vulgar, too bright or showy
You can tell that she has not taste; her clothing

is very flashy.
to be flat (carbonated drink)
to be without fizz or carbonation
The soda tastes horrible. It’s flat.
to be flat broke
to be totally without resources, have no money
I am flat broke.
to be flat on one's back
1.
to be helpless or vulnerable
How can I help you if I am flat on my back. I
can't help anyone.
2.

to be beaten or defeated
What else do you want. I'm flat on my back.
You've won.

to be flat out in love
to be completely, totally and utterly in love
I know that I’m acting like a fool but I am flat
out in love.
to flatten
to be trounced, beaten, defeated or crushed
The town was flattened and was never able to revive.
to be fleet footed
to be fast or rapid on one's feet
You need to be fleet footed living in this part of town.
to be flighty
to be frivolous, impractical, hare-brained or rattle-brained
Her feelings can not be trusted as she is very flighty.
to be floating on air
to happy, contented, or well-pleased
I'm in love and I'm floating on air.

to be floored by
to be flabbergasted, surprised, or astounded y
I was floored by her attitude.
to be flushed
to be wealthy, rich, affluent
This family is flushed with money.
to be-fly-by night
1.
to not be reliable, steady or constant be irresponsible
That operation is fly-by-night.
2.

to not be lasting, brief or impermanent
This office is a fly-by-night operation which will not
be here in a year.

to be foaming at the mouth
to be infuriated, wrathful or seething
He is so angry that he is foaming at the mouth.
to be fool-proof
to involve no risk or harm
Life is not fool-proof.
to be foolhardy
to be reckless, rash or thoughtless
He is foolhardy but I do admire him
for his bravery.
to be footloose and fancy-free
to be unencumbered or unattached
Since her last child went to university, she is footloose
and fancy-free.
to be for
to be in favor of, in support of
I am for anyone who wants an education.

to be for once and for all
to be decisively or finally, be at last
She worked and prayed; therefore, I’m glad that she is
once and for all married.
to be for the birds
to be useless, not to be taken seriously
All of this is for the birds. Forget it!
to be foul-mouthed
to be obscene, profane or insulting
She is very foul-mouthed.
to be fouled up
to be mixed up, up side down, jumbled or at
sixes and sevens
Frankly, I am so fouled up that I don’t know
what to do.
to be foxy
to be sexy, bewitching, alluring or well-proportioned
She thinks that she is still foxy; she's not.
to be frank
to be truthful, candid or direct
I like him because he is frank.
to be fraught with danger
to be full, pregnant or replete with danger or risk
You are asking for trouble; this is fraught with danger.
to be free
1.
to be at no cost
I can't believe that this is free. It's worth
quite a bit.
2.

to enjoy personal liberty, be able to say and do
as one wishes
I am free here.

3.

to be clear of obstruction
The highway is free of all debris.

4.

not to be occupied
The taxi is free.

5.

to be given without consideration of remuneration
It is free legal advice.

6.

to act without self-restraint or reserve
He is too free with his money and resources.

to be free and clear
to be without any encumbrance, be not claimed or owned
by anyone
The property is free and clear of any debts.
to be free and easy
to be carefree, casual or informal
He is free and easy with other people's money.
to be free from
to no longer be constrained or limited by
I am now free from all worry.
to be free from bias
to not be prejudiced, not have a proclivity or tendency towards
She thinks that she is free from bias.
to be free spoken
to be say what one thinks, open or candid
She is free-spoken and, as a result, unemployed.
to be freezing to death
to be very cold
I can’t wait to get home; I am freezing to death.
to be fresh
to be imprudent, insolent, assuming, or presumptuous

You’re too young to be so fresh.
to be fried (slang)
to be drunk or inebriated
Last night I was fried.
to be frighten out of one's wits
to be righted, scared, or terrified
I was frighten out of my wits driving through that rain storm.
to be from
to originate from
I am from the US
to be from Missouri
to require proof, not take one’s word as proof,
not trust without proof
I'm from Missouri. Your words are not enough.
to be from the bottom of one's heart
sincerely, truly, heartily
It is from the bottom of my heart that I tell you that I am sorry.
to be from the heart
sincerely, without deceit, on the level, honestly
What I am telling you is from the heart.
to be frozen out
to be excluded or kept out
He was frozen out of all decision making.
to be frugal
to be moderate in one’s spending, not spend extravagantly,
save one’s money
Because I am frugal, I am able to send my children to a
private school.
to be full body

to be fat, plump, well-proportioned or overweight
I am full body not fat.
to be full of beans (slang)
to be bogus, phony or not to be believed
Don't believe what he says; he's full of beans.
to be full of blood and thunder
to be full of exaggerated melodrama, violence, or destruction
You are full of blood and thunder but no one is fooled.
to be full of flavor
to be good-tasting, flavorful or appetizing
This bread is full of flavor.
to be full of get up and go
to be peppy or full of vim and vigor, or full of life, be bright
eyed and busy tail, chipper, full of pep, cheerful
Now that I’m well, I am full of get up and go.
to be full of hot air
to be a fake, phony or imposter
You are full of hot air so please shut up.
to be full of obstacles
to contain problems, be problematic
Your way of thinking and doing things is full
of obstacles.
to be full of pep
to be cheerful, eager, full of life or roaring to go,
be bright eyed and busy tail
He is so full of pep that just watching him is exhausting.
to be full of piss and vinegar (slang)
to be energetic, vigorous or vital
You can not stop him; he is full of piss

and vinegar.
to be full of vim and vigor (slang)
to be ready to go, energetic, vigorous or vital
She can not wait to stop; she is full of vim
and vigor.
to be fuzzy on the facts
to be muddled, confused or foggy
The problem is that he is so disorientated
that he is fuzzy on the facts.
to be gaga over
to fall totally and completely in love with, be
enthralled or charmed by, be swept off one’s
foot
I am very embarrassed to say that I am
gaga over him.
to be game
to be ready or prepared for action
Is it any wonder that she died so early. She
was always game for anything.
to be garden variety
to be common, everyday, nothing special, or
one in a million
He’s nothing special; he is garden variety.
to be garish
to be loud, flashy or showy
I don’t like that color; it is too garish.
to be gasping for breath
to be exhausted, breathless or out of breath
After I finished my run, I was gasping for breath.
to be gauche
to be awkward, ungraceful or graceless

I would die if he talks to me; he’s so gauche.
to be gaudy
to be vulgar, cheap or garish
This dress is gaudy. Don’t you have anything else to wear.
to be gaunt
to be haggard, faded or deathlike
You are so gaunt as a result of losing so much weight.
to be giddy
to be goofy, silly or foolish
She is so giddy that it is irritating.
to be gifted
to be very intelligent or smart
As a student, she is gifted.
to be gimlet-eyed
to be sharp-sighted, all observant, or quick
sighted
to be given a leg up
to be given unfair aid, help or assistance
The only reason that he won was that he
was given a leg up.
to be given the ax
to be dismissed, fired or terminated
I was just given the ax.
to be given the go ahead
to be authorized or approved
He was given the go ahead to make the new ice cream.
to be given the green light
to be authorized or approved

He was given the green light to keep going.
to be glad to see the back of someone
to be overjoyed or happy that someone has left
I do not like John; therefore, was glad to see his back.
to be gloomy
to be depressed, despondent, glum dispirited
Ever since I found out about what happened, I
have been gloomy.
to be glum
to be cheerless, unhappy or sad
Don’t worry about me because I am always glum.
to be god-awful (slang)
to be bad, wretched, dreadful
This food is god-awful. I have never tasted anything so bad.
to be going around in circles
to be adrift, off track, disoriented or drifting
Because she does not know what she wants, she keeps
going around in circles.
to be goggle-eyed
to be
I was left goggled-eyed by his words.
to be golden
1.
to be prosperous, thriving, or successful
Ever since I have left my job I have been golden.
2.

to be talented, exceptional, or special
What can I say but that he is golden.

3.

to be fortunate, lucky, or auspicious
She has always been golden.

to be good at
to be strong, masterful or masterly at

He is good at mechanics.
to be good at numbers
to have an aptitude or facility for mathematics
He's getting his doctorate in physics; he has always
been good at numbers.
to be good for the soul
1.
to be satisfactory or serviceable to one
The meeting that I had with my sister was good for the soul.
2.

to make one feel better inside
Tell me everything that you know; it
will be good for the soul.

to be good-for-nothing
to be worthless, indolent, or do-nothing
I know his parents are very disappointed; he's a
good-for-nothing.
to be good-hearted
to be good with one's hands
to be skillful, proficient, dexterous, adroit, handy
He is good with his hands.
to be good-looking
to be beautiful, comely, attractive
When she was young, she was extremely good-looking.
to be gone
1.
to have departed or left
He's not here. He's gone.
2.

to be dead, have died
He did not leave her side until she was gone.

to be good-looking
to be attractive, pleasing to eye, easy on the eye,
easy to look at or not hard to look at

Yes, I would say that he is good-looking.
to be goody-goody
to be pious, prudish, priggish or Miss Prim and Proper
Stop being a goody-goody.
to be gory
1.
to be bloody, blood-soaked, or bloodstained
This is a gory movie.
2.

to be savage, brutal, horrendous, bloodthirsty
It was a gory crime.

3.

to be distasteful or revolting
It was so gory that I almost vomited.

to be great-hearted
brave, valiant, hero-like, heroic, valorous
He is great-hearted that is why he helps everyone.
to be great of heart
to be high-minded, noble-minded, idealistic, or magnanimous
He is a person who is great of heart.
to be great tasting
to taste good, have a good taste
That is definitely great tasting water.
to be Greek to one
to be incomprehensible, unintelligible or indecipherable
It is Greek to one.
to be green
1.
to be tender, naïve or credulous
He is green; therefore, will believe anything you say.
2.

to be young, vigorous, or healthy
These plants are very green.

3.

to be growing or developing

4.

to be energetic or robust

5.

to be underdeveloped, unseasoned, or unfinished

6.

to be raw, new, fresh, or recent

7.

to be immature, inexperienced, or unsophisticated

8.

to be jealous
She is green with envy about his new position.

to be green with envy
to be very jealous or envious
She was green with envy when she saw her enemy
come into the party with her ex-boyfriend.
to be grief-stricken
to be sad, melancholy, woeful or miserable
Although it has been months she is still grief-stricken.
to be grinding
to be harsh, grim, unrelenting or remorseless
He is grinding.
to be grisly
to be horrible, hideous, or horrendous
The movie was grisly.
to be grist for the mill
to be useful, serviceable or good for
His eccentric behavior is grist for the mill for the gossips
to be groggy
to be bleary eyed, dazed or stupefied
I am groggy as a result of all that drinking.
to be gross
to be disgusting, nauseating, sickening

That is gross!
to be grouchy
to be snarling, crabby or in a bad humor
My grandfather is always so grouchy.
to be groundless
to be mistaken, unfounded, without a basis, baseless
I’m sorry but I do not agree. Your argument is groundless.
to be grueling
to be exhausting, tiring, fatiguing, or draining
This trip was grueling.
to be gruesome
to be terrible, sick, or repulsive
The crime was gruesome.
to be gruff
to be ill-humored or ill-tempered
He was very gruff.
to be grumpy
to be always in a bad mood, testy, grouchy or irritable
I don’t know what is the matter with him but he
is grumpy this morning.
to be grungy
to be dirty, be badly dressed, unkempt or unclean
He is so grungy.
to be guesswork
to be conjecture, supposition, or assumption
All of this is guesswork, only guesswork.
to be guesstimate
to guess, surmise, conjecture

It is guesstimate.
to be gullible
to be childlike, guileless or unsuspicious
It’s time that you stop being gullible.
to be gung-ho
to be overzealous, eager or ardent
He is the most gung-ho person that I have ever met.
to be gutless
1.
to not have stamina or endurance
2.

to not be brave or courageous
He is gutless; therefore, he won’t challenge you.

3.

to not be determined, resolute, firm, or steadfast
Because he is gutless, he will step aside.

to be gutsy
to be daring, mettlesome, courageous
Although he is young, he is very gutsy.
to be gutted
to be devitalized, weakened, enfeebled, disemboweled, eviscerated,
sapped, depleted
Once all the business left, the city was gutted.
to be hairy
to be difficult, thorny, hard, tough, or rugged
This problem is quite hairy and to tell you the truth I don’t
know how to deal with it.
to be hairsplitting
to be hypercritical or over critical of small
differences which are, in reality, insignificant
She is only hairsplitting.
to be hale and hearty
to be able-bodied, healthy or in good shape

He is not only handsome but he is also hale and hearty.
to be half-baked
1.
to be food which is not completely cooked
This meat is only half-baked; put it back in the oven.
2.

to be not completed or insufficiently planned
These ideas are half-baked.

to be half-hearted
to not be very enthusiastic, keen or interested in
Frankly, this half-hearted attempt on his part is
worse than nothing.
to be hand and glove
to be very close, good friends, buddies or bosom
buddies
They are hand and glove. I don’t know what they are
going to do when they have to separate.
to be handy
1.
to be accessible, available, convenient
I like this new machine; it is much more handy.
2.

to be dexterous, adroit or proficient at,
He is quite handy when it comes to computers.

to hanker after
to have a great desire, crave or desire
He is always hankering after that woman. It’s embarrassing.
to be happening on the ground
to be occurring in reality rather than in theory
I want to know what is happening on the ground.
to be happy-go-luck
to be carefree, happy, jovial or laughing
Nothing seems to bother her; she is happy-go-lucky.

to be hard
to be imperturbable, impervious or cold
He is hard and unfeeling.
to be happy-go-lucky
to be easy going and carefree
Nothing bothers her. She's happy-go-lucky.
to be harassing
to be provoking, exasperating, frustrating or infuriating
This problem is harassing.
to be hard
1.
to be unyielding, rigid, or inflexible
She has been hurt too many time not to be hard.
2.

to be tiring, fatiguing or exhausting
This trip is hard. I wish I had not taken it.

3.

to be baffling, bewildering, or complicated
I'm not going to pass this exam. It is hard.

4.

to be ruthless, without pity, or unsympathetic
He's a hard man, as hard as they come.

5.

to be diligent, resolute, or industrious
He is a hard worker.

6.

to be strong or overpowering (alcohol)
Tequila is a hard drink. That's why I love it.

to be hard and fast
to be closed, immovable or rigid
This rule is hard and fast, no exceptions.
to be hard-bitten
1.
to be tough, stubborn, immovable or unfeeling
He is so hard-bitten that I would not expect any
pity from him.
2.

to be shrewd, practical, or realistic
Although she's only five, she's already hard-bitten.

to be hard-boiled
to be callous, insensible, tough or insensitive
She is hard-boiled.
to be hard-core
1.
to be strong pornography
These magazines are hard-core.
2.

3.

to be extreme or radical
He is a hard-core believer in the
death penalty
to be hopeless, addicted to or in deep
He is a hard-core crack addict. I don't think
that he'll ever be cured.

to be hard-handed
to be oppressive, tyrannical, cruel, ruthless,
His leadership is hard-handed and dictatorial.
to be hard-handed
1.
to be practical, shrewd, rational or sensible
He is hard-headed so don’t think that you are
going to cheat him.
2.

to be obstinate, stubborn, inflexible or unyielding
Stop being hard-headed.

to be hard-hearted
to be unfeeling, cold, implacable, or pitiless
She is a hard-hearted person who does not know
what compassion is.
to be hard hit
to be attacked or struck harshly and severely
Iraq has been hard hit too many times.
to be hard-hitting
to criticize in a strong and effective way
The newest book on President Kennedy although it is

hard-hitting, it is also fair.
to be hard-nosed
1.
to be tough, unsentimental, shrewd, or practical
She is a hard-nosed detective who has witnessed
almost everything.
2.

to be uncompromising, rigid or unyielding
He is very hard-nosed. What he wants is
what he wants. He does not compromise.

to be hard on someone's heels
to be closely behind someone
I'm hard on your heel; I'll be there in a matters
of minutes.
to be hard on the eyes
to be ugly, plain looking, bad looking, unattractive or plain
Although he is hard on the eyes, when he is well-dressed,
he can be quite a striking figure.
to be hard-pressed
1.
to be overburden, strained or overloaded
Living in that country, most of the citizens
were hard-pressed.
2.

to be in a situation where there is no solution
I'm hard pressed to figure this one out. I see no way out.

to be hard-put to
to be very difficult or perplexing to
I'm hard put to explain why those particular people
seem to be so lucky.
to be hard to bear
to be a bane or nuisance, be a vexing, worrisome or
irritating person
He is so hard to bear that just thinking about him gives
me a headache.
to be hard to come by
to be difficult to find, get or obtain

Such a wife as she will be hard to come by again.
to be hard to get a hold of
to be difficult to find
I have tried calling again and again but he is
hard to get a hold of.
to be hard to handle
to be difficult to control or keep in order
This problem is going to be hard to handle.
to be hard to stand
to be difficult to tolerate or take
He is so hard to stand that just thinking about him gives
me a headache.
to be hard to swallow
to be difficult to believe or accept as true
I know that he said that he was sorry but it was hard
to swallow his apology.
to be hard to take
1.
to be difficult to accept or almost intolerable
I'm telling you; this situation is very
hard to take.
2.

to be hard to tolerate or stand
He is so hard to take that just thinking about him gives
me a headache.

to be hard up
to be poor, in a bad economic situation, impoverished
Although he has a doctorate degree, he is hard up.
to be hard-wired for
to be made, designed or manufactured for a particular purpose
This computer is hardwired for graphic design.
to be hard-wired to

to be an intrinsic and unmodified behavior pattern
Are some people hardwired to be more depressive?.
to be harsh
to be unkind, cold blooded, stern, or severe
He is harsh; therefore, he will not listen to
your pleas.
to be head and shoulders above
to be rare, the best or of a higher grade
He is head and shoulders above his competition.
to be head over heels
to be utterly, truly or flat-out in love
I have never seen him in love before; he is head over heels
in love with the girl that he met last week.
to be headed
to have on top or be titled
The paper was headed "What is it to be a coward?"
to be headed by
to be lead by
The marched was headed by a teenage boy.
to be heading for a fall
to be about to fail, take a spill, plunge into a bad situation
If he does not stop drinking, he will be heading for a fall.
to be headmost
to be the foremost, head, or paramount
to be headstrong
to be stubborn, unyielding, willful or contrary
She is a head-strong young woman.
to be headstrong
to be disobedient, unruly, wayward, incorrigible,

or difficult
She is such a headstrong person that she's heading
for trouble.
to be headstrong
to be rash, impudent or foolhardy
It is not good to be so headstrong.
to be heads up
to be wide-awake or alert
You have to be heads up to do this or you
will definitely fail.
to be heartbreaking
1.
to be extremely sad or tragic
This is a heartbreaking story.
2.

to be unbearable, unendurable or excruciating
This story is so heartbreaking that I can not watch it
on television.

to be heartbroken
to be wretched, sad or depressed
Now that her marriage is over, she is heartbroken.
to be heart broken at the thought of
to be upset or distressed at the thought of
She was heart broken at the thought of leaving her son.
to be heartfelt
1.
to be deeply felt, strongly felt, felt deeply
My sympathy for you is heartfelt.
2.

to be warm, cordial, friendly
His feelings is heartfelt.

3.

to be dedicated, devoted, dedicated, committed
I know that you don't believe me but my love
for you is heartfelt.

to be heart-free

to not be in love, be love free
I am glad that I am heart-free.
to be heartless
1.
to be unfeeling, unsympathetic, insensitive,
unmoved or impervious
He is heartless and insensitive.
2.

to be harsh, cruel, or cold-blooded
The way that she treated her children was heartless.

3.

to be implacable, inexorable, or relentless
She is heartless; therefore, she would not relent,
not even a little.

to be heartrending
1.
to be distressing, heavy, or depressing
This is heart rendering; therefore, I don’t know what to do.
2.

to be excruciating, painful, or aching
This story is so heart rendering that I don’t want to
talk about it anymore.

to be heartsick
to be dejected, depressed, dispirited,
downcast, or heartbroken
When I saw what life had done to him, I was heartsick.
to be heart sore
to be extremely depressed, unhappy or sad
Ever since she returned, she has been heart sore.
to be heart-stopping
to be something which is so frightening, terrifying or surprising
that one's heart seem to momentarily stop
His entrance into the room was heart stopping.
to be heart-to-heart
frank, forthright or candid
Our discussion and confrontation was heart-to-heart.

to be heart warming
1.
to be warming, moving or touching
The card that she sent him was heartwarming.
2.

to be cheerful, glad or cheering
The holidays are supposed to be heart warming.

3.

to be gratifying, satisfying or rewarding
It was heart warming witnessing her exoneration.

4.

to be pleasing, enjoyable, agreeable
Our time together has been heartwarming.
to be hearty
1.
to be cordial, friendly or gracious
The welcome that they gave me was hearty.
2.

to be heartfelt, fervent or ardent
He is a hearty supporter of the candidate.

3.

to be forceful, strong or powerful
The shove that he gave her was a hearty.

4.

to be substantial, sizable, nourishing or wholesome
After coming in from the cold, my appetite is hearty.

to be heavily backed (in betting or in a campaign)
to be have a great deal or a lot of support, have an
abundance of, or plenty of support
He was heavily backed by the right wing of his party.
to be heavy footed
to be like a bull in a china closet, left-handed, bungling, uncouth,
rough, gross, tactless or crass
Can’t you be so heavy-footed.
to be heavy on one's feet
to be ungainly, clumsy, awkward, ungraceful, bungling, boorish, coarse
unskillful, or all thumbs
It does not bother me at all that he is heavy on his feet. He’s a good
persons.
to be heavy-hearted
to be miserable, morose, disconsolate or morose

She is so heavy-hearted that she can't do anything right now.
to be heavy-set
to be fat, corpulent or stout
I hate being heavy-set.
to be held in contempt
to be a target of ridicule, belittlement or disrespect
Because she has made a lot of mistakes, she is held in
contempt by her family and friends.
to be hell bent
1.
to be a daredevil or breakneck, be unruly, hotheaded
or reckless
He is hell bent on destruction.
2.

to stick-to-it- or- die, be determined or relentless
He is hell-bent on doing what he wants.

to be hemmed in
to be hard-pressed, be up against it, or be between
a rock and a hard place
No matter what I do, I'm hemmed in.
to be high
to be drunk, groggy, intoxicated, feeling good, saturated,
bleary eyed, lubricated, lit up, stewed, drunk as a skunk
He drank too much; therefore, he is high.
to be high and mighty
to be conceited, arrogant or presumptuous
You need to stop being high and mighty.
to be hell on wheels
to be extremely aggressive and demanding,
be hard to handle
This child is hell on wheels; good luck with him.
to be hep to

to know or be aware of information that most people
are ignorant of
He is hep to everything that is happening in town.
to be high and mighty
to be too good for the rest of us, conceited,
or self-important
He is so high and mighty that it's sickening.
to be highfalutin
to be conceited, snobbish, proud or self-important
He has no reason to be highfalutin.
to be high-handed
1.
to be overbearing or overwhelming
As a ruler he was high-handed.
2.

to be arbitrary, despotic, dictatorial, demanding

3.

to be unbending, implacable, or pitiless
My parents were very high-handed.

to be high-minded
to be scrupulous, principled, or ethical
I believe him; he is too high-minded to lie.
to be high on the hog
to be wealthy or rich
As a result of the success of his business, he is
now rather high on the hog.
to be high handed
1.
to act in a dictatorial or authoritarian manner
He is too high handed with the prisoners.
2.

to be cocky, cocksure, overconfident or presumptuous
He is high-handed and cocky.

to be highfalutin
to be condescending or too good for the rest

She is so highfalutin that I can’t tolerate her.
to be high strung
to be hyper, overexcited, keyed-up or wound up
What is the matter? Why are you so high strung.
to be hindered
to be hampered, foiled or frustrated
I couldn't get anything accomplished; I was hindered
at every turn.
to be hip to
to be knowledgeable of, know about
I'm hip to your game so please leave me alone.
to be hijacked
to be commandeered, taken over, kidnapped
The plane was hijacked before being destroyed.
to be history
to be part of the past, no longer relevant,
insignificant
What happened is history; it’s time that
you move on.
to be hit by a thunderbolt
to be stunned, dazed, dumb-founded, or astonished
When he left me I felt as if had been hit by a thunderbolt.
to be ho-hum
to be boring, uninteresting, unexciting, or dull
He is so ho-hum that he drives me crazy.
to be in hog heaven
to be happy, please as punch, well pleased or
walking on air
Eating pizza, drinking coke, watching basketball
and being with friends is like being in hog heaven.

to be hogwash
to be nonsense, silliness, bull or bullshit
Stop worrying because it is all hogwash.
to be hoity-toity
to be haughty, presumptuous, lordly,
pompous or pretentious
I wish that you were so hoity-toity.
to be holier-than-thou
to be stuck up, above-it-all or sniffy
She is always acting as if she were holier-than-thou .
to be honest and aboveboard
to be open, visible or honest
He has always been honest and aboveboard.
to be hoodwinked
to be fooled, deceived or deluded
I must admit that I was hoodwinked by him.
to be hook, line and sinker
to be absolutely, wholly or unambiguously
He is hook, line and sinker a part of the family
to be home free
to have almost reached one’s goal or objective
Once I take this one last test, I will be home free.
to be homely
to be short on looks, plain-featured, ill-favored, unsightly, not much
to look at, uncomely, unlovely or rather ugly
She may be homely but she has the self-confidence of the most
beautiful woman in the world.
to be horrified
to be aghast, scared or frighten

He was horrified by my decision. Good!
to be hot on someone's heels
to be in close pursuit or close behind
The police are hot on the man's heels.
to be hot off the press
to be the latest, just out, red-hot, fresh
The news is hot off the press. I just got it
off the net.
to be hotheaded
to be rash, headlong, foolhardy or reckless
He is too hotheaded for his own good.
to be hot under the collar
1.
to be angry, rabid or irate
Leave her alone; she is hot under the collar.
2.

to be nervous, apprehensive, in a sweat
Since becoming a CEO, he is always getting
hot under the collar.

to be huffing and puffing
to be panting, breathless, huffing, gasping to or
laboring for breath
I've run so hard that I'm huffing and puffing.
to be huffy
1.
to be in a bad mood, not be feeling well
Stay away from her; she's very huffy today.
2.

to be arrogant, haughty or overconfidence
He is one of the most huffy men that
I know.

to be hung up on oneself
to be conceited, proud or self-important
He is so hung up on yourself.

to be hush-hush
to be hidden, secret, or covert
All negotiations are hush-hush.
to be hushed up
to be suppressed or kept secret
The murder was hushed up.
to be hype
to be a hyperbole, an exaggeration or a maximization
This is hype, nothing else.
to be hyper
to be overexcited, high strung, keyed-up or wound up
Did you eat too much sugar? You are so hyper.
to be I.D.ed
to have one’s identification card checked to how old
one is (i.e. to go into a bar or club)
I am so glad that this bar I was not I.D.ed.
to be iced out
to be excluded or kept out
Reporters who dared to ask hard questions were iced out.
to be iffy
to be risky, not very safe, unstable or not very steady
This ladder is iffy. Be careful climbing it.
to be impromptu
to be without thought or preparation, be unprompted or
unprepared
I am glad that enjoyed the show but I must tell you
that it was impromptu.
to be in
1.
to be in or within
The cat is in the closet.

2.

to be in something, be in a particular
product in business
I am now in the public sector.

to be in a bad mood
to be angry, temperamental or unhappy
She is in a bad mood this morning.
to be in a box
to be in a tight spot, bind, or double
bind
I'm in a box and I don't know what to do.
to be in a cloud
to be abstracted, distracted or dreamy
I don’t know where her mind is; she is always in a cloud.
to be in a deadlock
to be at an impasse or in a situation which seem to have
no solution
This is in a deadlock which has no solution.
to be in a fix
to be in trouble, be in a no win solution
I'm in a fix; I don't know what to do.
to be in a fog
to be perplexed, confusing, puzzled, staggered
I am in a fog.
to be in a holding pattern
to be in a waiting period or forced to temporarily
stop or wait
I can’t do anything; I am holding pattern.
to be in a hole
to be in debt, have serious money problems
Now that I bought that very expensive house; I'm

in a real deep hole.
to be in a jam
to be in hot water or in the dog house,
have problems
I am in a jam.
to be in a nose dive
the plunging of an aircraft, or front part first
Before crashing, the plane was in a nose dive.
to be in a pickle
to have problems, be in hot water or in a mess
As a result of his behavior, he is in a pickle.
to be in a pique
to be cranky, crotchety, out of sorts,
Today you're going to have walk on eggs; he
is in a pique.
to be in a quagmire
1.
to be in an impasse, a stalemate, or
at a standstill
The soldiers in Iraq are in a quagmire.
2.

to be in a situation which is a mess
or which is muddled, be in a fix
This war is a quagmire.

to be in a rat race
to live a life where one spins one wheel, live
without purpose
I do not want to always be in a rat race.
to be in a state of nerves
to be extremely nervous or anxious
I must calm down; I'm in a state of nerves.
to be in a stew
to be in the hot seat, be in hot water or in a trying situation

Because of what happened yesterday, I am in a stew.
to be in a stupor
to be groggy, drugged or anesthetized
He drank so much that he was in a stupor.
to be in a trance
to be mesmerized or hypnotized
While she was in a trance, she said some very
funny things.
to be in accord
to be in agreement
We were all in accord.
to be in at the kill
to be involved in the final moments of a situation so as to
share the benefits
I was in at the kill so I got quite a bit of the loot.
to be in backstage negotiations
to be trying to arrange an agreement behind the scene
They are in backstage negotiations; therefore, they can
not be disturbed.
to be in black and white
1.
to be written down
Here is what I told you; it is in black and white.
2.

to be clear cut, not ambiguous, cryptic or vague
It was in black and white so I don’t know
what you don’t understand.

to be in bloom
to be in a flourishing, healthy condition
The cherry blossoms are in bloom in Spring.
to be in cahoots
to be working together secretly

The different gang members are
in cahoots with one another against the police.
to be in capable hands
to be with someone who is competent
I am not worried; with him, I am in capable hands.
to be in charge of
to be in command or in supervision of
He is in charge of quite a large group of men.
to be in contact with
to be in communication with
I am contact with a large number of people
by e-mail.
to be in deep do-do
to be in trouble, have a lot of problems
Because of my decision, I am in deep do-do.
to be in deep water
to be in trouble, have a lot of problems
I’m in deep water because I left my job without
first informing my family.
to be in deep shit
to be in trouble
All I can say is that I am in deep shit.
to be in droves
to be loud groups of people or animals
The tourists are here in droves.
to be in dutch
to have problems, be in trouble or in hot water
I am always in dutch at my job.
to be in fashion

to be in style, be up-to-date
She has never been in fashion. She thinks
that it's still 1965.
to be in fine fiddle
to be in good shape, in shape or hale and hearty
I feel good; I am in fine fiddle.
to be in force
to be currently valid or in effect
The curfew is now in effect.
to be in focus
to be seen clearly, see without distortion
I'm going to take the picture; everyone's in focus.
to be in for
to be bound to undergo something
After the death of my parents, I was in for
to be in for a rude awakening
to be forced to face reality
I feel sorry for her; she does not know that she
is in for a rude awakening.
to be in for it
to be about to suffer chastisement or suffering
When he gets home, he's in for it.
to be in good hands
1.
to be with someone who can be trusted
I am not worried; with him, I am in good hands.
2.

to be safe and secure
Don't worry, with the baby sitter the children are
in good hands.

to be in hock
to be in the hole or dire straits, owe a great deal of money

She is in hock to everyone.
to be in hot water
to be in big trouble, have problems
I wouldn’t go home because you are in
hot water.
to be in it (slang)
to have value for someone
What's in it for my son?
to be in jeopardy
to be at risk or danger
We are always in jeopardy of failing.
to be in line
to be waiting one behind the other in a queue
I had to be in line all day waiting to buy bread.
to be in line with
to be in agreement with, conform with
I am not in line with what you are doing.
to be in no heart for laughing
to be sad, dejected, depressed
After what happened, I am in heart for laughing.
to be in on
to have information that most persons are ignorant of, have
access to not easily accessible information
Something isn’t right; I wish that I knew someone who was
in on what’s going on.
to be in on it
to be involved or have participated in something
He was in on it from the very beginning.
to be in on the ground floor
to be a participant in a project since the very beginning

They've been in on the ground floor. They can't
feign ignorance.
to be in one’s birthday suit
to be naked or nude
I walked into the room and there he was in
his birthday suit.
to be in one's blood
1.
to be unable to forget someone almost to the
point of obsession
Ever since he met her, she's been in his blood.
2.

be a natural part of one
Politics is in the blood.

to be in one’s cup
to be drunk, lubricated, lit up, stewed, drunk as a skunk,
feeling no pain, feeling good or saturated
He is in his cup so you’re going to have to take him home.
to be in one's right mind
to be sane, rational or sound
Don’t listen to what he said; he’s not in his right mind.
to be in one’s shoes
to be in one’s place or situation
I would not want to be in his shoes for anything in
the world.
to be in over one's head
1.
to be too deeply involved, complicated or difficult
to get a hold on
She's in over her head. She needs to put
some distant between him and her.
2.

to bite off more than one can chew, be beyond
one's capacity, or comprehension
The entire speech was over my head.

to be in play
to be at risk or in danger
My reputation is in play.
to be in safe hands
to be in a safe and trusting environment
I am not worried; with him, I am in safe hands.
to be in service
to be operable or functioning
The bus is in service.
to be in sight
to be within vision or be visible
The ocean is in sight.
to be in someone else's skin
(normally said negatively to say that one
would not trade places)
At this moment I would not be in his skin
for anything in this world.
to be in someone's hands
to be under the control, be in the custody or care
of someone
Now that he's living with you, his life is in your hands.
to be in stitches
to be doubled over in laughter, laugh hysterically, be doubled
up in laughter, laugh to the point of tears
I was in stitches listening to his jokes.
to be in the air
1.
to be in circulation, be gossip
There are a bunch of rumors which are in the air
about her.
2.

to be undecided, not decided on
She's still in the air about what college

to attend.
to be in the air or wind
to be threatening, looming, impending, imminent
or lurking
Problems are in the air and wind; they can not and
should not be ignored.
to be in the back of
to be behind of
He was hiding in the back of the house.
to be in the back of
to be author of, be the planner or the person behind
She might have pulled the trigger but he was in
the back of her directing her fingers
to be in the bag
to be sure, certain or without a doubt, already know
the ending
I was so sure that it was in the bag. Obviously, I
was wrong.
to be in the black
to be earning profits
The company is in the black.
to be in the clear
to be absolved of guilt or blame
Don't worry. You're in the clear.
to be in the dark
to be lost, confused, going around in circles or
perplexed, not understand
I am in the dark about everything. Could you
please enlighten me.
to be in the dead of winter
to be in the coldest months of winter

Valentine Day is in the dead of winter.
to be in the dog house
to be in trouble, out of favor or in hot water
You know that as far as she is concerned,
you are in the dog house.
to be in the doldrums
to be sad, depressed, long faced
I have been in the doldrums since I
found out who he really was.
to be in the dough (slang)
to be affluent, rich, wealthy, well-heeled
or moneyed
She is spending so much money because
she is in the dough.
to be in the driver’s seat
to be in charge, be the captain, director
or boss, be in control
Now that I am recuperated, I am in the
driver’s seat.
to be in the eye of the storm
to be in the midst or center of problems or controversy
Because of her actions, she is now in the eye of the storm.
to be in the family way (somewhat old-fashion term)
to be pregnant
to be in the game
to be a participant, be involved in
I’m in the game and I’m not leaving until the last man does.
to be in the glare of the public
to be public, in the open or in front of everyone
She like being in the glare of the public.

to be in the halls of power
to be in that place where important political
decisions are made (i.e. the senate, White House)
As a novice, it can be very scary to be in the halls
of power.
to be in the heart of
to be in complete, full, at the height of
February is in the heart of winter.
to be in the hole
to be in debt, owe a lot of money
I am in the hole for a lot of money.
to be in the jaws of the death
to be in great danger
As a police he is always in the jaws of death.
to be in the jaws of defeat
to be in the process of defeat or about to be defeated
I don’t think that he will win; he is now in the
jaw of defeat.
to be in the jaws of despair
to be in total despair, be feeling lost, dishearten
or hopeless
I don’t see any way out; he is in the jaws of despair.
to be in the know
to know information which one wishes to maintain secret,
know information that most people are ignorant of
If you want to find out what’s going on, talk to John.
He is in the know.
to be in the lap of luxury
to be living in a very luxurious situation
Ever since she married, she has been in

the lap of luxury.
to be in the laps of the gods
to be in fortune's or destiny's hands, be out of
one's hands and in those of luck
There's nothing to be done; it's in the laps of the gods.
to be in the loop
to be part of the decision makers, be a member of the
powerful elite
Now that he lives in Washington and works for
the president, he is in the loop.
to be in the nick of time
to be just in time or on time, be almost too late
He was in the nick of time; five minutes
more would have been too late.
to be in the open
to be visible or out in the public
Everything is in the open. Stop hiding.
to be in the pink
to be in fine fiddle, strong, strong and hearty or bursting
with health
Since she has become pregnant, she is in the pink.
to be in the pits
to be long faced, blue, sad, down or downcast
Right now, I am in the pits.
to be in the raw (slang)
to be nude, without clothing, naked, in the buff
He was in the raw.
to be in the red
to be losing money, be in a deficit
The company is in the red.

to be in the right
to have the support of reason or law, be right
or correct
I don't care what you say, I know
that I am in the right.
to be in the saddle
to be in the position of power
He is in the saddle now; therefore, you have to
go to him to get anything done.
to be in the soup
to be in trouble, have a lot of problems, be in
hot water
Because of his statements, he is in the soup.
to be in the vanguard of
to be at the head of, be the first or before, be the
pioneer
He has always been in the vanguard of fashion.
to be in the wrong
to be wrong, not have the support or law
You know that you are in the wrong.
to be in tip-top shape
to be robust, healthy, fit, in good condition, physically
fit or well
Now that I have lost weight, I am in tip-top shape.
to be in touch with
to be in communication or contact with
I am no longer in touch with my family.
to be in trouble
to be young, pregnant and not married
I am in trouble and I can’t tell my pregnant.

to be in tune with
to be in agreement or harmony
The tenor is in tune with the piano.
to be in vogue
to be in style or fashion
I don't think that mini-skirts will
ever be in vogue again.
to be in with
to be the favored of or the pet of
She's in with the people of power.
to be in working order
to function, be operable or work
This machine is now in working order.
to be inside
to be indoors
I'm inside because it is raining.
to be into
to be interested in,
I'm not into languages very much.
to be iron-fisted
to be ruthless, pitiless, relentless or unforgiving
He'll never help you. He is iron-fisted.
to be ironhanded
to be overbearing, domineering, high-and-mighty or lordly
to be iron hearted
1.
to be hero-like, valiant, valorous, heroic or brave
2.

to be ruthless, heartless, harsh, cruel, or unfeeling

to be iron-jawed

to be fiercely determined or resolute
He is an iron-jawed leader.
to be jailbait
to be a minor
I don’t care what she looks like. She’s a minor;
therefore, she is jailbait.
to be jarred
to be greatly impacted, ruffled, discomposed or stirred
I was greatly jarred by the accident.
to be jaundiced
to be prejudiced, biased, closed or opinionated
It must be acknowledged that he is a jaundiced individual.
to be jejune
1.
to be without interest, dull or insipid
This is so jejune that I can barely
keep my eyes open.
2.

to be uninformed, inexperienced or
lacking knowledge

3.

to be immature, juvenile, naïve or childish

to be jingoistic
to be super patriotic, chauvinistic, intolerant or
closed-minded
Many people think that Americans are jingoistic.
to be jilted
to be abandoned or left by one’s significant other
She was jilted by her fiancé the day of her wedding.
to be jittery
to have the jitters, be restless or on edge
Why are you so jittery? What is the matter?

to be jolted
to be upset, greatly impacted, ruffled, discomposed
or unsettled
He was jolted with the truth.
to be jolted back to reality
to be astounded or frightened to face or see reality,
He was jolted back to reality by the death of his father.
to be jonsing (slang)
to crave, want, desire
I am jonsing for something sweet.
to be jumpy
to be nervous, jittery, edgy, on edge, on pins and needles
What is the matter? You seem to be jumpy.
to be just a hair-breath away
to be very close or heartbeat away from
He is just a hair-breath away from the presidency.
to be just a lot of jaw
to be just a lot of words, be meaningless words
I don’t believe a thing; it’s just a lot of jaw.
to be just about
to be within a short period, soon, not before long,
shortly
I do believe that she is just about to graduate.
to be just around the corner
to be shortly, about to happen, promptly, soon, not
before long
I do believe that his success is just around
the corner.

to be just in one's mind
to believe or feel something that only exists in
one's imagination
Our relationship was just in my mind. It never
really existed.
to be just off the farm
to be country, rough, coarse or boorish
He acts like he is just off the farm.
to be just out
to be the latest, hot off the press, red-hot, fresh
The news is just out. Most people still don’t
know what is happening.
to be just what the doctor ordered
to be exactly what one needs, be what is
required or called for
You being here with me is just what the
doctor order.
to be kaput (slang)
to be inoperative, out of service, or broken
This car is kaput.
to be keen on
to be very interested in
She is now very keen on the southern candidate.
to be keen-eyed
to be all-observant, not missing a thing, keen, acute,
bright or wide-awake
He is keen-eyed.
to be keen-sighted
to see very well or everything, have very good eye-sight
I would not try to fool him; he is keen-sighted.

to be kept abreast of
to be maintained up to date of
I want to be kept abreast of everything.
to be kept in mind
to be remembered, not be forgotten, not to
be discarded
Everything must be kept in mind.
to be kept under wraps
to be kept hidden, secret or concealed
All this information must be kept under wrap, at
least for now.
to be kicked in the ass
to be beaten or defeated

.

Do you want to be kicked in the ass? Move!
to be kicked in the balls
1.
to be humiliated, humbled, or shamed
She kicked him in the balls so that he would
never forget her.
2.

to be weakened, debilitated, made ineffectual
He was kicked in the balls; therefore, he can’t
hurt you anymore.

to be kept in the dark
to have information hidden or concealed from one
I was kept in the dark so I did not know that
he was dying of cancer.
to be keyed up
to be nervous, jittery, edgy, on edge, tense, uptight
What is the matter? You seem to be keyed up.
to be kicked in the guts
to be surprised, taken by surprise or flabbergasted
I was kicked in the guts by his explanation.

to be kicked in the head
1.
to be hit in the head
He was hit in the head by a mule.
2.

to be surprised, astounded or amazed
His explanation was like being kicked
in the head.

to be kicked in the teeth
to be kicked in the guts; betrayed or hurt by a loved-one
I was kicked in the teeth by my aunt's betrayal.
to be kicked upstairs
to be promoted to a position of less responsibility as
a result of one’s incompetence
Thank God that my boss was kicked upstairs.
to be kind hearted
kind, kindly, good, benevolent
My grandmother was kind hearted.
to be kindred spirits
to be of like mind, think and feel the same
As soon as we met I knew that we
were kindred spirits.
to be klutzy
to be clumsy, awkward or ungainly
I don’t know why he is so klutzy.
to be knocked for a loop
to be astounded, surprised or left dumbfounded
I was knocked for a loop by what he said.
to be knocked out by
to be flabbergasted, awestruck or astounded
I was knocked out by is response.

to be knotty
to be perplexing, enigmatic, or puzzling
Although this problem is knotty, it has to be solved.
to be knowing of
to be deliberate, aware or conscious
He is not a child so he was knowing of his actions.
to be kooky
to be dippy, silly, dizzy or daffy
You need to stop being so kooky.
to be kosher (slang)
to be all right, satisfactory or acceptable
No! that's not kosher.
to be lackluster
to be boring and not very exciting
He is so lackluster that boring would be
an understatement.
to be lackadaisical
to be indifferent, languid, apathetic or nonchalant
All I need to say is that he is lackadaisical and lazy.
to be laid-back
to be relaxed, calm, not easily flustered
or easy-going
He is so laid-back that it's scary. Nothing bothers him.
to be lame (slang)
to be a person who does not try very hard at anything,
be lackadaisical
The only explanation is that he is lame.
to be large framed
to be fat, stout or overweight

Because he is large framed, he can’t go to a regular store.
to be leery
to be wary, watchful, suspicious or leery
She is leery of everyone and everything.
to be left at the altar
to be abandoned, jilted or ditched by one’s significant other
He left me at the altar and married someone else.
to be left high and dry
to be abandoned, thrown over or run out on
After she had given birth, her new husband left her
high and dry.
to be leaned on
to be pressured, coerced, obliged or compelled
I told them everything because I was leaned on.
to be left flatfooted
to be passed by, left in the dust, outstripped or overtaken
and left behind
I hate to admit but I was left flatfooted.
to be left out in the cold
to be betrayed, abandoned, deserted or left holding
the bag
I was left out in the cold.
to be left holding the bag
to be abandoned, run out on, deserted, jilted or left
high and dry
I was left holding the bag so I was forced to
face the consequences alone.
to be left in the dust
to be passed by, left flatfooted, outstripped or
overtaken and left behind

I hate to admit but I was left in the dust.
to be left in the lurch
to be forsaken, abandoned, run out on, deserted, jilted
or left high and dry
I am in prison today because I was left in the lurch.
to be left-handed
1.
to be an instrument or tool used for people who use
the left hand i.e. left-handed desk
2.

to be sardonic, indistinct or veiled

3.

to be insulting, disparaging, derisive or mocking

4.

to be clumsy, tactless, graceless, crude, maladroit
or gauche

5.

to be ambiguous, double-meaning, dubious,
equivocal or questionable

to be left in a lurch
to be abandoned or deserted
He left me in a lurch once the police
stopped chasing us.
to be left on someone's hands
to be given the total responsibility of
All these products were left on my hands.
to be left out
to be excluded or not included, not be asked
or allowed to join
When they were picking for the team, I was left out.
to be left out in the cold
to be excluded or not included
As far as dating was concerned, I was left out
in the cold.
to be left dumbfounded

to be astounded, astonished or flabbergasted, left without
words
I was left dumbfounded by his behavior.
to be left holding the bag
to be left to take the total responsibility for a situation
As a result of their escape, I was left holding the bag.
to be left in the lurch
to be left behind, abandoned or forsaken
After all that I did for him, I can’t believe that
he has left me in the lurch.
be left open-mouthed
to be amazed, astounded, stupefied, taken
aback or floored
I was left open-mouthed by what you said
about the war.
to be left out in the cold
to reject, disregard, ignore, shun
As a result of my father’s crime, I was left out in the cold.
to be left speechless
to be astounded, left dumbfounded, speechless or
astonished
All I can say is that I was left speechless.
to be left stranded
to be abandoned, forsaken or deserted
I was left stranded by my children after I
sacrificed everything.
to be left unstirred
to be hard-hearted, untouched or unmoved
He was left unstirred by her argument.
to be left open-mouthed

to be gaping, wonder struck, thunderstruck,
or stupefied
I was left open-mouthed by his remarks.
to be legless
to be drunk or intoxicated
Did you see John last night? He was legless.
to be let off the hook
to not be held responsible for, be relinquished of all blame
They let him off the hook about everything.
to be license plates
to be tags
to be licked
to be beaten, smashed, battered down or crushed
The national army was licked by the insurgents.
to be light
1.
to not be heavy, not weighing a great amount,
thin or skinny
I don’t have any problem lifting her; she is very light.
2.

to be funny, humorous, amusing or entertaining
The situation has always been light.

3.

to be dexterous, nimble or airy
She is light on her feet.

4.

to be not serious, irresponsible or scatterbrained

5.

to be unsteady, muddled or dizzy

to be light-fingered
1.
to be a thief or robber, take what is
not yours
Watch your possessions, she is very
light-fingered.
2.

to be dexterous, agile, or fast
She is so light-fingered that she can sew

the most delicate material.
to be light-footed
to be agile, light, and quick
She is a very light-footed ballerina.
to be light-headed
to be silly, foolish or immature
She is so light-headed, I don't know how
she was accepted by that ivy-league university.
to be light-headed
1.
to feel faint, woozy or dizzy
I need to sit down; I'm light-headed.
2.

to be cheerful, sunny or in high spirits
She is very light-hearted and a pleasure to
be around.

to be light-legged
to be dexterous, agile or fast
She is such a good dancer because she is light-legged.
to be lightweight
to be trivial, insignificant or valueless
His work is lightweight, at best.
to be like a bull in a china closet
to be lumbering, awkward, clumsy, ungainly
or unwieldy
I don’t like taking him with me; he is like a bull in
a china closet.
to be like a cat on a hot tin roof
to be very nervous or anxious
What is the matter with you. You are acting
like a cat on a hot tin roof.
to be like a dog with a bone
to be stubborn, persistent or unrelenting

I wish that he would give up; he is like a dog
with a bone.
to be like a fish in a barrel
to be an easy target, mark or catch
He is so innocent that he is like a fish in
a barrel.
to be like a fish out of water
to be in an unfamiliar situation or outside of
one’s comfort zone
Being here is like being a fish out of water.
to be like a red flag
to be a forewarning, warning or signal
His outbursts of anger is like a red flag. He
has problems with self-control that should
not be ignored.
to be like crabs in a basket
to not allow another or others to progress
Many people are like crabs in a basket.
to be like getting blood from a stone
to be extremely difficult to impossible to get
or achieve
Getting her to volunteer is like getting blood
from a turnip.
to be like getting blood from a turnip
to be extremely difficult to impossible to get
Good luck! To do what you want will be like
getting blood from a stone.
to be like pulling teeth
to be difficult, hard, irksome, an uphill battle, or exhausting
Teaching that class is like pulling teeth.

to be like rats abandoning a sinking ship
to leave someone in need
When everything began to collapse they all
were like rats abandoning a sinking ship.
to be like water down a duck's back
to be remarks or comments which have no effect
You are wasting your breath; your advice is like
water down a duck’s back.
to be like taking candy from a baby
to be very easy, too easy, as easy as pie
Getting money from him was like taking
candy from a baby.
to be like water down a duck's back
1.
to be easily accomplished, or done without much effort
This course is like water down a duck's back.
2.

to seem to have no effect at all, roll off
My words had no effect whatsoever; they were
like water down a duck's back.

to be lion-hearted
1.
to be hero-like, courageous or heroic
2.

to be virile, manly, gallant, fearless or aweless

3.

to be firm, resolute, or steadfast

to be lit up
to be intoxicated, drunk, have drunk too much
Look at her; she’s all lit up.
to be little-minded
to be twisted, warped or one-sided
He is little-minded; therefore, I can’t imagine what
you expect from him.
to be lily-livered
to be yellow, yellow-bellied, fainthearted or weak

He is lily-livered. Don’t depend on him for help.
to be liverish
to be jaundiced, yellowed, or be yellow-tinged
to be livid
to be enraged, infuriated, inflamed or wrathful
I was livid when I found out the truth.
to be loaded
to be lit, pie-eyed, lubricated, lit up, stewed, tight, pickled,
three sheets to the wind, half-cocked, cock-eyed or bombed
I can’t drive; I am loaded.
to be lofty
to be haughty, arrogant or high and mighty
He is somewhat lofty in his behavior.
to be loaded
to be intoxicated or drunk, have drunk too much
He is loaded. He gets loaded every Friday.
to be locked in
to be rigorous, stiff-backed or rigid
He is locked-in so forget about him changing
his opinion or attitude.
to be long-faced
to be unhappy, dismayed or sad
As a result of hearing the news, she is long faced.
to be long-headed
to be far-seeing, clear-headed, or far-sighted
to be long nosed
to be eavesdropper, overcurious, nosy, a busybody,
snoop or meddlesome
It is bad to be long nosed.

to be long in the tooth
to be old, up in years or elderly
He is long in the tooth so he probably
remembers what had happened before the war.
to be long-winded
to be wordy or verbose or talk too much
His answers are always long-winded.
to be lost at sea
to be thrown off, fuzzy, muddle-headed or
discombobulated
You’re wasting your time; he’s lost at sea.
to be lost in thought
to be wandering, distracted or mindless
She is not here. Can’t you tell that she is
lost in thought.
to be lost at sea
to be confused, at a loss or lost
He is lost a sea; he can’t help anyone.
to be lost in
to be totally enveloped or engrossed in, be occupied by
When he called, I was lost in thought.
to be lost on
to be not understood or comprehended by, not have gotten or got
Don't waste your time. All jokes are lost on him.
to be lost to
1.
to no longer belong to or be a part of
He is lost to not only me but to the whole family and society.
2.

to be no longer possible or open to
The opportunity was lost to him.

to be lost with all souls
to be destroyed, ruined, or wrecked with everyone dying
The ship was lost with all souls.
to be loud enough to wake the dead
to be very loud, too loud, noisy, deafening, loud
sounding
All that noise is intolerable; it is loud enough to
wake the dead.
to be lowly
to be rough, base or foul
He is lowly and foul-mouthed.
to be lubricated
to be drunk, tipsy, tight, pickled, loaded, lit, pie-eyed, high
or under the influence of
He is too lubricated to do anything.
to be lukewarm
1.
to be neither hot nor cold, be tepid
This is lukewarm water. It’s more cold than hot.
2.

to be indifferent, unconcerned, half-hearted, cool
His feelings for her are lukewarm at best.

to be lumbering
to be unrefined, uncultured, uncivil, or clumsy
He is lumbering and awkward.
to be lurk in the shadows
to be hiding in the dark in order to scare
or surprise
I was scared that someone had been lurking
in the dark.
to be lying in wait
to be hidden, waiting to pounce or set upon

The robber was lying in wait; therefore, I could
not get away.
to be madcap
to be impulsive, reckless, foolhardy, courageous
or daring
to be made by hand
to be not done by machine, be done manually
The clothes were made by hand.
to be made for
1.
to be designed, manufactured for a
particular purpose
This computer is made for graphic design.
2.

to be created or born for
You were made for me and I for you.

to be made for each other
to be a couple who are well suited for one another, be
appropriate for one another
They are so much in live that they seem to be made
for each other.
to be made fun of
to be laughed at, be a target of sarcasm or ridicule
I want to change my hair style because I am tired of being
made fun of.
to be made light of
to be understated or minimized
His role was made light of. What a shame!
to be made little of
to be understated or minimized
Because he was scared, he made little of his role in the plot.
to be made to change colors
to be made to blush, be embarrassed or ashamed
His words made her change colors.

to be made to die a thousand deaths
to be debased or maligned, humbled, demeaned
or humiliated
I rather leave on my own rather than be made to
die a thousand deaths.
to be made to eat humble pie
to be humiliated, humbled or belittled
I was made to eat humble pie before
being forgiven.
to be made to sing low
to be embarrassed, denigrated, belittled or disgraced
He made his opponent sing lowso that he would
never forget him.
to be manly
to be lion-hearted, fearless or virile
To be manly one does not have to be a male.
to be marble-hearted
to be unfeeling, bloodless or unsympathetic
He is marble-hearted; therefore, do not expect
anything from him.
to be mealy-mouthed
to not speak directly, be weak
He is so mealy-mouthed that I no longer
respect him.
to be mean (slang)
to be excellent, top-rated, extremely good,
fantastic
This car is mean; I wish that I had one just
like it.
to be mean minded
to be selfish, intolerant or narrow

I have never met someone so intolerant.
He is mean minded.
to be mean spirited
to be petty, ungenerous or unforgiving
He is mean spirited so don’t expect him to help you.
to be meat and potatoes
to be pragmatic, matter-of-fact, down-to-earth, not
fancy
Although he is meat and potatoes, he is
by no means boring.
to be mellow
to be drunk, tipsy, tight, in one’s cup, inebriated, pickled,
loaded, lit, pie-eyed or drunk as a piper, have a glow
He is mellow, feeling absolutely no pain.
to be Mickey Mouse (slang)
to stupid, dumb, backwards, retarded
This is really Mickey Mouse who would
want to buy it.
to be miles back
to be far behind or at a great distance away
How did you catch up so quickly; I thought that
you were miles back.
to be mind altering
a drug or experience which changes one's mood
or behavior.
What happened during the war was mind-altering
experience.
to be mind-bending
something which is shocking, astounding,
strange, or surprising
That was mind-bending.

to be mind-blowing
something which is shocking, astounding,
strange, or surprising
That was mind-blowing.
to be mind-boggling
1.
to be totally confusing, illogical, or puzzling; be
emotionally and psychologically overwhelming
This experience is totally mind-boggling .
2.

to be intellectually overwhelming
Sometimes English grammar can be mind-boggling.

to be mind-expanding
1.
to be hallucinogenic drug
2.

to shock, astound, surprise
That experience was mind-expanding.

to be mind games
a way of confusing someone through words and actions
He loves to play mind games.
to be mind-numbing
to be mind-deadening or dulling
This class is so boring that it is mind-numbing.
to be mind-numbingly boring
to be very boring, to be boring to the extreme
This class is mind-numbingly boring.
to be (so) minded
to be inclined to think in a particular way, be disposed to:
1. business-minded
2. industrially-minded nation
3. romantically-minded
4. strong-minded
5. weak-minded
6. scientifically minded
7. liberal-minded
8. commercially-minded

to be mindful
1.
to be attentive, observant, wide-awake to, prepared,
on one's toes, precautions or alive to
I will always be mindful of my role in your life.
2.

to be heedful, obedient or compliant
In my days, children were always mindful of their
parents.

3.

to be prudent, thoughtful, considerate shrewd, or wise

to be mindful of
to be careful, cautious or wary of,
You need to be mindful of your behavior.
to be mindful that …
to be careful or cautious that …
Always be mindful that you are here as only
as a visitor.
to be mindful of what one says
to take into consideration what one says
Before doing anything, please, be mindful of what
I'm saying. It's important.
to be mindless
1.
to be senseless, brainless or empty-headed
She is mindless to everyone and everything
but herself.
2.

to be mentally unsound, unstable, insane,
mad or crazy
He is mindless so stop wasting your time.

3.

to be inattentive, unobservant or unwatchful
He is mindless; therefore, you are responsible
so that everything goes alright.

4.

to be ill-advised, inconsiderate, thoughtless,
reckless or irresponsible
He is mindless of everything.

to be misleading

to be deceiving or deceptive
He is misleading everyone. In other words,
he's lying.
to be missing some marbles (slang)
to be not all there, be unbalanced or mentally unsound
I am sure that she is missing some marbles.
to be mixed up in
to be incriminated, enmeshed, implicated or ensared in
I don’t know but she is mixed up in this crime.
to be moneyed
to have money, be rich, be opulent
Don't worry about him; he is moneyed.
to be moody
1.
to be temperamental, crabby or grouchy
She is moody because that the way that
she was born.
2.

to be grim, melancholy or downcast

3.

to be capricious, volatile or erratic
I don’t like people who are so moody.

(to be) moonshine (slang)
to be booze, intoxicant, liquor or alcoholic beverage
Moonshine is the alcoholic beverage which is made,
illegally, in one’s home or backyard stills.
to be moonstruck
1.
to be crazy, unbalanced self-control, frentic
2.

to be silly, ridiculous or irrational or demented
He is moonstruck.

3.

to be uncontrollable, no longer have

4.

to be incoherent, absent minded or totally confused

to be more than flesh and blood can bear

to be more than one could endure, undergo,
or suffer
This situation is more than flesh and blood
can bear.
to be more than flesh and blood can stand
to be more than one could support, endure, or suffer
This situation is more than flesh and blood
can stand.
to be more to this than meets the eye
everything that is involved in this matter is not on the
table, not obvious, not present
I don't know what happened but there is more
to this than meets the eye.
to be mouthy
to be flip, sassy, or impertinent
You need to stop being so mouthy.
to be mouth-watering
to be appetizing in aroma and appearance
This food is absolutely mouth-watering.
to be much ado about nothing
to overstate, embellish, hyperbolize
All this protest is much ado about nothing.
to be much touted
to be of importance, prestige, significance or
noteworthiness
He is much touted as an author; I don’t think his
books are so fantastic.
to be muddle-headed
to be muddled, confused, or in disarray
He is so muddle-headed that he never knows
what he is doing.

to be muddled
to be confusing or all mixed up
The information that he gave us is
all muddled.
to be mulish
to be stubborn, obstinate, headstrong or inflexible
There is nothing to say but that you are mulish.
to be music to one’s ears
to be what one wants to hear
His responses were music to my ears.
to be muzzled
to be silenced, gagged or quieted
It does not matter how much they try to suppress us,
we can not be muzzled.
to be nabbed (slang)
to be caught, arrested or apprehended by the police or some
other authority
He was nabbed as he was coming out of the theatre.
to be nailed
to be arrested, captured, collared, caught, apprehended
They were nailed just before they got on the plane.
to be namby-pamby
to be wavering, irresolute, vacillating, unsettled
or fickle
Who knows what she is thinking; she is so
namby-pamby.
to be narrow-minded
to be closed-minded, closed, intolerant
or unreasonable
It is not good to be narrow-minded.

to be nasty
1.
to unclean, dirty or sullied
This house is nasty. It’s going to take a
long time to clean it.
2.

to be disagreeable, unbearable, unpleasant,
foul-smelling

3.

to be pornographic, obscene, crude or profane
This movie is nasty; I can’t take the children to
such a film.

4.

to be mean, odious, low, shameful or vile
He is nasty. I don’t know why you continue
wanting to get to know him.

to be near the breaking point
to be about to have a nervous breakdown, be about
to lose control or one’s grip to reality
You must stop pushing her; she is near the breaking
point.
to be near the knuckle
to be embarrassing, shaming, or too close for comfort
What you are saying is really near the knuckle.
to be neck and neck
to be almost even or very close in a competition,
contest or race
I could not tell you who won; they were neck
and neck.
to be neck or nothing
1.
to be all or nothing
2.

to put everything on the line
It is neck or nothing; it’s time that
you choose.

3.

to gamble or risk everything when the
odds are bad

to be neither fish nor fowl
to be ambiguous, indeterminate or unclassifiable
I don’t know what to make of this; it is neither
fish nor fowl.
to nerve (British)
to encourage, hearten, reassure, assure
to be nerveless
1.
to be cool-headed, calm, placid or serene
I really respect her. She is nerveless even in the most
pressing situations.
2.

to be feeble, weak, powerless, or helpless

to be nerve-racking
1.
to be troublesome, vexatious, vexing, irritating or annoying
He is nerve-racking.
2.

to be confusing, distressing, or worrisome
This is nerve-racking, and to be frank, I don’t know what
to do.

to be nervy
1.
to be pushy, bold, cheeky or unseemly
At times it is good to be nervy.
2.

to be daring, mettlesome, plucky, spunky or doughty

3.

to be powerful, forceful, energetic or lively

4.

to be ardent, fervent, zealous or impetuous

5.

to be excitable, unquiet or anxious

to be nervy (British/slang)
to be uncertain, doubtful, indecisive, wavering
to be newly weds
to be recently wed
You can tell that they are still newly weds.
a nickel and dime (criminal)

petit or small-time criminal
He’s nothing but a nickel and dime criminal. He couldn’t have
done this job.
a nifty
a fifty pound note

a night out on the tiles (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
a night out drinking
to be nimble-fingered
to be skillful, proficient, good at
Because they are nimble-fingered, they are sought after
in the sewing industry.
to be nimble-footed
to be rash, rapid, light of heel, quick moving
He is nimble-footed; therefore, he is difficult to catch.
to be no big deal
to be insignificant, unexceptional or inconsequential
Stop believing what is not; you are no big deal.
to be no big thing (slang)
to be insignificant, unexceptional or inconsequential
Stop believing what is not; you are no big thing.
to be no great catch
to not be a desirable matrimonial prospect
or partner
He does not have a job or any money; therefore,
he's no great catch.
to be no great shakes
to be banal, mediocre, unimpressive or unrenowned

She is no great shakes although she is.
to be no holds bar
to be unreserved, unrestrained, blunt or
straightforward
It is necessary that you are no holds bar;
otherwise, he will not understand.
to be no laughing matter
to not be something which should
be taken lightly, not be ignored, should
be taken seriously
This problem is no laughing matter. You should
pay attention to it.
to be no longer all there
to be emotionally unstable, deranged or unbalanced,
I know that you love her but the truth is she is no
longer all there.
to be no-man's land
an area which is unfriendly to human being
This part of the desert is no-man's land.
to be no one home
to be slow-witted, dull-witted, dull or the most
intelligent
I’m telling you that you’re wasting your time; no one
is home.
to be no question in one's mind
to not be in doubt about
There's no question in my mind that he
is guilty.
to be no matter
to not worry about, make no difference, not
be important be unimportant

It is no matter that you don’t have any money,
you are still welcomed.
to be maxed out
to be exhausted, worn out or ready to call it a day,
I am maxed out so I have to rest.
to be no more
to die, pass away, be all over, finish
He is no more; he died last night surrounded
by his family.
to be no skin off my teeth
to not matter, not be important, be of no consequence
What you do or don't do is no skin off my nose.
to be no small matter
to not be something which should
be taken lightly, not be ignored, should
be taken seriously
This problem is no small matter. You should
pay attention to it.
to be no spring chicken
to no longer be young, be old or up in years
When I walk into a party, no men turn around
anymore. I am no spring chicken.
to be no sweat (slang)
to be problem, trouble or bother
Stop thanking me, it is no sweat.
to be noble-minded
to be noble, idealistic or high-minded
I disagree. Although he appears to be,
he is not noble-minded.
to be nobody home
to be dumb, empty-headed or blank

Sometimes I wonder about her; maybe nobody is home.
to be nobody's fool
to not let others take advantage of
one, not be dumb or naïve
He's nobody's fool; he'll be all right..
to be nobody's patsy
to be keen, clever, or astute
Don't worry about him; he's nobody patsy.
to be nonchalant
to be extraordinary calm to the point of indifferent
He is nonchalant about his daughter's imprisonment.
to be non compos mentis
to be crazy, demented, or irrational
to be nosed out
to be beaten out or defeated by a narrow margin
The candidate was nosed out by his arch rival.
to be nosy
to ask too many questions, be too inquisitive
You should not be so nosy.
to be not quite right
to be not quite normal, abnormal or bizarre
I think that he is not quite right.
to be not-so-easy-to-forget
to be unusual, out-of-the-ordinary, formidable
or memorable
I will miss you. You will be not-so-easy-to-forget.
to be nothing but skins and bones
to be very skinny, be too thin,
be a bag of bones

She is nothing but skin and bones.
to be nothing special
to be anonymous, indifferent, indistinct or undistinguishable
In high school, to most of my classmates, I was nothing special.
to be nothing to be sneezed at
to be valuable, worth a lot or high-priced
Believe me, the price of this house is nothing
to be sneezed at.
to be nothing to be spit at (slang)
to be costly, expensive, or quite high value
You need to think long and hard; the asking price
is nothing to spit at.
to be nothing to laugh at
to be influential or important, carry a lot of
power, have important friends and family members
I know it may be hard to believe but that older
woman who looks like a grandmother is nothing
to laugh at.
to be nothing to sneeze at
to value, ascribe much importance to, not ignore
or overlook
He is very intelligent; therefore, he is nothing to
sneeze at.
to be nothing to write home about
to be mediocre or commonplace, not be impressive or special
He was nice but, frankly, he was nothing to write home about.
to be novel
to be infrequent, notable or particular
I have never seen anything like it; it is really novel.
to be now or never

to happen at the moment or to not happen ever
It is now or never. You decide if we work for
peace or war.
to be number one
to be the leader, boss or top dog
She is number one now but who knows how
long it will last.
to be nuts
to be crazy, mentally unbalance, not sane
or insane
I am convinced that you are nuts.
to be nuts and bolts
to be pragmatic, matter-of-fact, down-to-earth, realistic
This plan is nuts and bolts. You either agree to do this or not.
to be oafish
to be uncouth, boorish or gross
Because he is oafish, frankly, I don’t think he would fit at
the party.
to be odd
to be unconventional, unorthodox, or unusual
I'm not surprised at what he wrote. He is a very odd writer.
to be odds and ends
to be a tangle, mixed bag or mixture
These are odds and ends which should be thrown away.
to be of a mind to do something
to be inclined to do something or have the
intention to do something
I am of a mind to call my mother tonight.
to be of age
to no longer be a minor, be an adult,

be old enough
I know that she does not look it but
she is of age.
to be of first water
to be of importance, prestige, significance or noteworthiness
He is of first water; someone to be taken seriously.
to be of like mind
to be in total agreement with someone else
My husband and I are of like mind on this matter.
There's nothing more to discuss.
to be of no consequence
to not matter, not be important, not hold any weight
What you do or don’t do, as far as I am concerned,
is of no consequence.
to be of one mind
to be in total agreement with someone else
My husband and I are of one mind on this matter.
There's nothing more to discuss.
to be of poor quality
to be defective, second-class, second-rate, or not up to par
This cloth is of poor quality.
to be of service
to be of help, be helpful or useful
How can I be of service?
to be of sound mind
to have a healthy, fit, cogent mind
I am of sound mind and body; therefore,
I can sign the contract.
to be of sound mind and body
to be physically and mentally healthy
I am of sound mind and body; therefore, I can make

my own decisions.
to be of the same mind
to be in total agreement with someone else
My husband and I are of the same mind on this matter.
There's nothing more to discuss.
to be of two minds
to be in both camps, undecided or ambivalent
I know that you want me to make a decision but frankly
I am of two minds on the matter.
to be of unsound mind
not to be rational, lucid or clearheaded
By the way that he is talking, it is clear that he is of
unsound mind.
to be off
1.
to be of a lower price than expected
The price is off. I thought that it was
going to be more.
2.

to start on one's way, leaving
He is off to Europe.

3.

to not be on
The light is off.

4.

to not be any longer supported or attached
The button is off of the blouse.

to be off air
to not be broadcasting (radio, TV, etc.)
Go ahead in; she's off air.
to be off and running
to start on one's way, leaving
He is off and running and no one can stop him.
to be off base
to be badly mistaken, wrong or off track

His comments were so off base that he
received no support.
to be off beat
1.
to not be following the rhythm of the music
He can not dance; he's always off beat.
2.

to be different, odd, eccentric
He is a nice man although he is a little off beat.

to be off-centered
to be dubious, not quite right or queer
I don't know how to explain it but something is off-centered.
to be off feed (British)
to be in a bad moody, gloomy or not happy
I don’t know what’s the matter; he seems
to be off feed.
to be off line
to be disconnected (computer)
I’ll send an e-mail later. Now, I am off line.
to be off one's hand
to no longer be the responsibility of another
Why are you here talking to me? The children
are off your hands.
to be off-key
to be somewhat irregular, deviating from
the correct tone
She can't sing. She's always off-key.
to be off guard
to be careless, unguarded or unobservant
At night, the soldiers are off guard; therefore, they
are vulnerable.
to be off-mike

to not be projected directly in the microphone,
not be talking on the microphone
Although he is off mike, I can hear what
he's saying.
to be off one’s rocker
to be crazy, insane or unbalanced
Why should I believe him? He is off his rocker.
to be off one’s chump (British)
to be crazy, insane or unbalanced
Why should I believe him? He is off his chump.
to be off-price
to be offering brand name apparel at prices
lower than normal
The clothes are off-price.
to be off-putting
to provoke uneasiness, dislike,
or annoyance
He's nice but he's somewhat off-putting.
to be off the beam
to be badly mistake, in error, off the mark, out
in left field
You are most definitely off the beam on this one.
to be off-the-book
to not be recorded or reported as taxable
income
It is illegal to be off-the-book.
to be off-the-cuff
to be extemporaneous, improvised, unpremeditated,
impromptu or extemporized
His speech is off-the-cuff.

to be off the deep end
to be emotionally unstable, deranged or crazy
She is off the deep end; therefore, I would
ignore her.
to be off the hook
to be no longer considered a suspect or no longer
suspected, be cleared
It took years but I am finally off the hook.
to be off-the-rack
to be clothing at a retail store rather than
made individually
It is an off-the-rack wedding gown.
to be off-the-record
not for publication or broadcast
This is to be off-the-record
to be off the table
to no longer be considered, lay aside, put
on the shelf
We can't deal with that now. Everything is off the
table until further notice.
to be off-the-wall
to be unconventional, weird, or bizarre
She is really off-the-wall.
to be off-white
to not be quite white, be mixed with other colors
It is off-white. I wanted bright white.
to be offish
to be cold, unapproachable or distant
Stop being so offish!
to be old and gray

to be old, elderly, or long in the teeth
Now that he's old and gray, he wants his family
around him. How ironic!
to be on a diet
to restrict or control one's consumption,
or intake
I'm too fat. I'm on a diet.
to be on a pedestal
to not be ignored or taken lightly, be elevated,
prominent or renowned
Because he is on a pedestal, no one dares to contradict him.
to be on a friendly footing
to be enjoying a good relationship
We had our problems but now we
are on a much more of a friendly footing.
to be on a good footing
to have a good relationship with someone
We were angry at each other but now we are on
a good footing.
to be on a leash
to control, harness or restrain
As proof of her authority, her husband is on a leash.
to be on a tightrope
to make oneself vulnerable, put oneself in
jeopardy, be in a tight or uncomfortable position
With this issue, I feel as if I am on a tightrope.
to be on a wild goose chase
to be on a pursuit or mission that leads to nowhere and to nothing
I am on nothing but a wild goose chase.
to be on again, off again

to be enforce or inoperative by turns
Our romance is on again, off again.
to be on alert
to be on guard, on watch, give one one’s full attention
Because of what happened, I am on alert.
to be on all fours
to crawl, be down on one’s knees
He was so drunk that by the end of the night
he was on all fours.
to be on another planet
to be a little crazy, dizzy or kooky
Sometimes I wonder if she is on another planet.
to be on beat
to be able to follow the rhythm
I love how he plays the drums; he's always on beat.
to be on bended knee
to be in a position of abject and total submission
I am no longer willing to be on bended knee.
to be on call
to be readily available at a moment's notice
Doctors are always on call.
to be on cloud nine
to be happy, pleased, contented
Ever since I met him I've been on cloud nine.
to be on edge
to be uneasy, restless, nervous, jittery or anxious
Until I know who won, I will be on edge.
to be on everyone’s lips
to be popular, well-known, famous, celebrated or infamous

To tell you the truth, I wish I were not on everyone’s lips.
to be on firm footing
to be in a good and stable position
The city is still not on a firm footing.
to be on ice
1.
to be out of activity, confined, or in confinement
He's on ice for at least a decade.
2.

to be suspended or left hanging
The subject will be on ice for now. We'll pick it
up in the next session.

to be on line
to be connected (computer)
I’m on line so send me the e-mail.
to be on one’s high horse
to be arrogant, snobbish or inflated
I don’t know why you are on your high horse. Who
do you think you are. God?
to be on one's back
1.
to be ill in bed
He'll be on his back for a couple of weeks.
2.

to be helpless, vulnerable, weak, or unprotected
Right now I am on my back; however, that will not
always the case.

to be on one's back (in bed)
to be recovering from an injury
He can't see anyone, he's on his back and will be so
for a couple of weeks.
to be on one's but
1.
to be on the ground after being tripped, be made to
fall on the ground
Why are you on your butt. Get up!

2.

to be lazy, not to work, not go to work
Every time I come home from work, you are on your butt.

to be on one's feet
1.
to stand up suddenly
She was on her feet, clapping and crying, for the music.
2.

to be able to get around again, recuperate, or recover
After many days in bed, she's on her feet again.

3.

to be in a standing position
I want you to be on your feet now!

4.

to be able to be self-sufficient
I have enough money to be on my feet again.

to be on one's feet all day
to be working without rest for a prolong period
I've been on my feet all day and I'm tired, dead tired.
to be on one’s hand
to be one’s responsibility, under one’s care, obligation or burden
I’m leaving tomorrow morning. I don’t want to be on your hand
to be on one's (own) head
to be responsible for, have blood on one's hand, be
blamed for
Let the terrorism that now flourishes be on your head.
to be on one's guard
to be protective of, on alert against
I am always on my guard.
to be on one's hind leg
to stand up to make a speech
to be on one's honor
to be in charge of one's own behavior, be honorable
or trustworthy
He was on his honor to tell the truth.
to be on one's knees

1.

to beg, plead, implore, or beseech
I am on my knees begging your forgiveness.

2.

to be in a pressing, acute or critical situation
I may be on my knees but I am still fighting.

3.

to be praying
I am on my knees every night talking to God.

4.

to perform oral sex

to be on one's last leg
1.
to be dying, at death's door
I don’t know how long he has; frankly, he is
on his last leg.
2.

to be about to break down, to collapse or
to fail
This car is really on its last leg. It's not worth
getting fixing.

to be on one's toes
to be ready, prepared, primed or all set
To work in a restaurant, you must be on your toes.
to be on-site
to be accomplished or located at the place
The medical facility is on-site.
to be on pins and needles
to be uneasy, restless, nervous, on edge, jittery
or anxious
Until I know who won, I will be on pins and needles.
to be on one's mind
1.
to be in someone's thoughts
My mother has been on my mind all day.
I wonder if something is wrong?
2.

to be thinking and worrying about
You've been on my mind all day. We have
to get this problem between us solved.

to be on one’s toes
to be on alert, be watchful, observant, attentive
or conscious
You must always be on your toes while being here.
to be on someone’s back
to be pestering or nagging
She gets on my nerves. She's always on my back.
to be on someone's butt
1.
to annoy or bother someone
He is always on my butt.
2.

to tailgate someone, drive very closely
to someone's car
He is on my butt.

to be on someone's hands
to be someone else's responsibility
I'm leaving; I don't want to be on your hands.
to be on someone's heels
to be close behind someone, follow someone closely
He is on his heels. He will be captured soon.
to be on tenterhooks
to be restless, on edge, jittery, anxious
I’m on tenterhooks waiting here for him to arrive.
to be on the air
to be transmitting (radio, TV, etc.)
You can't go in; he's on the air now.
to be on the back burner
to be low priority, not top priority, down the line or
something which can wait
As far my family is concerned, my concerns are always
on the back burner.

to be on the ball
to be wide-awake, alert, quick or sharp
You got to be on the ball!
to be on the blink
to not be functioning well, not in proper
working order
This copying machine is on the blink again.
to be on the cutting edge
to be at the head of, be the first or before, be in the
vanguard of
He has always been on the cutting edge of fashion.
to be on the edge of one's seat
to be nervous, tense, impatient, eager
While watching the movie, I was on
the edge of my seat.
to be on the far side of
to be on the farther or opposite side
He is on the far side of the question
to be on the fence
to not be able to make a decision
As far as the election is concerned, I am
on the fence.
to be on the final leg of
to be on the final section or part of a
long trip, race or competition
We are finally on the final leg of the tour.
to be on the fritz
to be in need of repair, not function correctly
My car is on the fritz.
to be on the grapevine

1.

to be the subject of people's conversation, be the one that
everyone is talking about, be the center of gossip
Because of her behavior, she is on the grapevine.

2.

to be celebrated, be in the public eye, have the public’s eye
Although it helps her to sell records, she hates being on the
grapevine.

to be on the gravy train
to be in a favorable, rewarding or profitable position
He has been on the gravy train since becoming the CEO.
to be on the heels of
to be close behind or in the wake of
The police were on the heels of the killer.
to be on the inside
to be part of the powerful elite or included in the center
of power
I don’t know if I like being on the inside.
to be on the inside
to be part of an organization or group
Because he is on the inside, he can get of information
about what is happening.
to be on the job
to be on the job, attentive, heedful or on the guard
To work here, you must always be on the job.
to be on the lam (slang)
to have escaped from and now hiding from the police
They finally found the fugitive who was on the lam.
to be on the level
to be sincere, from the heart or earnest
Please believe me, what I am saying is on the level.
to be on the look out

to be cautious, guarded, discreet, watchful, observant
or attentive
I want you to be on the look out so if anyone comes I
won’t be surprised.
to be on the map
to now be noticed or recognized
After what happened yesterday, we're
sure on the map.
to be on the mark
to be exactly right
He gets it. He is right on the mark.
to be on the neck of
to follow immediately
The police are on the neck of thief.
to be on the nose
to be exact, accurate, or precise
He was on the nose with what he said..
to be on the rocks (slang)
1.
to be impoverished, without money
I don't have a cent; I'm on the rocks.
2.
to be about to fail or go under
Frankly, I would say that my marriage is
on the rocks.
to be on the run
1.
to move quickly, be hurrying about
I am on the run; I can't talk for long.
2.

to be escaping or running from the police
He's on the run.

to be on the safe side
to be cautious and wary
To be on the safe side, I'll bring money with me.

to be on the scene
to be present when something happens or
where it has happened
The detectives are now on the scene.
to be on the sly
to be done underhandedly or in a hush-hush manner
When paid him the extra money, it was on the sly.
(to be) on the-spur-of-the-moment
to be one’s immediate or first reaction
On the spur of the moment, she decided to apply
to graduate school.
to be on the table
to take into consideration, be kept in mind,
bear in mind
I am not excluding anything. All the proposals
are on the table.
to be on the tail of
to be in pursuit or in search of
They are on the tail of the man who did
this horrible act.
to be on the tip of one's tongue
1.
to be about to say something
It was on the tip of my tongue to tell him to go to hell.
2.

to nearly remember
His name was on the tip of my tongue.

to be on the outs with
to be estranged, alienated from
I don't know when we will see each other.
We're on the outs.
to be on the run
1.
to move quickly, be hurrying about
I am on the run; I can't talk for long.

2.

to be escaping or running from the police
He's on the run.

to be on the up and up
to be sincere, open and aboveboard, upstanding,
straight-shooting, honest
I like him because he is on the up and up.
to be on the wagon
to take the pledge, abstain from alcohol
I've been on the wagon for a month.
to be on the watch
to be on alert, be watchful, observant,
attentive or conscious
Although she is your best friend, I would be on the watch.
to be on the way
to be in transit to a place
Tell everyone that I am on the way.
to be on the wrong side
to be on one's list of disfavor
I don't know how but I am now on my
boss' wrong side.
to be on the skids
to be on the decline, on the down-turn or descent, to deteriorate,
languish, weaken
He has been on the skids since his divorce.
to be on time
to not be late, be at the agreed upon hour,
not be late
I am always on time.
to be once in a blue moon

to be almost never or never
to be once in a lifetime
to not be repeated again, unique or memorable
The type of relationship that I now have is a once
in a lifetime experience.
to be-one-of-a-kind
to be unique, singular or different
I have never met anyone like him; he is-oneof-a-kind.
to be one of the great minds
to be a genius, great thinker, master, or mastermind
to be one of the great minds
(slang/said sarcastically) to be a wizard, whiz, crackerjack,
brain, an Einstein, or mental giant
She is one of the great minds of the twentieth century.
to be one’s dog (slang)
to be street slang for a male
He is my dog.
to be one’s frame of mind
to be the way that one thinks or feels
It is my frame of mind which does not allow me to act.
to be one’s gal Friday
to be an indispensable helper or assistant (female)
She is my gal Friday; therefore, she can set everything up.
to be one’s last stand
to be a last effort, stance, defensive effort or repulse
There is no where else to go; this is my last stand.
to be one’s man Friday
to be an indispensable helper or assistant (male)

He is my man Friday will get in contact with you to set-up the meeting.
to be one’s right-hand man
to be one’s assistant, aide or help
I can not function without him; he’s my right-hand man.
to be one’s Waterloo
to be one’s final defeat or last stand
You are wrong; this is not my Waterloo.
to be one’s swan song
to be one’s last or one’s farewell appearance
It is obvious that this film is her swan song.
to be only a matter of time
to be that with that with time it will be
possible
It is only a matter of time before he gets
what he wants.
to be only a shoulder to cry on
to be a friend or only a friend when one wants to be more
As far as he is concerned, I am only a shoulder to cry on. It’s
frustrating.
to be only skin and bones
to be very skinny, corpse-like or underfed
She might be a famous model but she is only
skin and bones.
to be onto
to be in the process of figuring out something
that is being done
You can stop lying. I'm onto you..
to be on the up and up
to be sincere or on the level
Please, listen to me; I'm on the up and up.

to be on top of the world
to be at one's best
After I won the prize, I felt that I was on top of the world.
to be on trial
to stand trail
The basketball player will be on trial next week.
to be one of the crowd
to be conventional or regular, conform, comply
I’m amazed you recognized him; he has always been
one of the crowd.
to be one's brain-child
to be one's invention or creation
This is off-limit; it is my brainchild.
to be one's figure of fun
to be someone at who people laugh
I am tired of being their figure of fun.
to be one for the book
to be unique, different, uncommon or with no equal
I have never seen a dress like this before; it is one
for the book.
to be one's own man
to be independent and under one's
own control
No one tells me what to do; I am my own man.
to be one's nom de guerre
to be one's alias or assumed name
That name is my nom de guerre.
to be one's nom de plume
to be one's pseudonym, alias, or pen name

to be only flesh and blood
to be human, not to be infallible
What can I say but that I am only flesh and
blood and, therefore, I do make mistakes.
to be only human (defects and all)
to be defective, imperfect or not perfect
I wish I could have done better but, after all,
I am only flesh and blood.
to be only nerves
to be anxious, nervous or emotionally overwrought
You're do fine; it's only nerves.
to be only skin-deep
to be superficial or not profound
Don't trust what she's feeling now; her feelings are
only skin deep.
to be open and aboveboard
to be open, visible, honest
He is open and aboveboard and that is how he
likes to work.
to be open eyed
1.
to be agog, agape, astounded or amazed
2.

to be watchful, alert, or vigilant

3.

to be intentional, deliberate or calculated
When he betrayed me, he was open eyed.

to be open handed
to be generous, act with generosity
He was open handed with his help.
to be open-hearted
1.
to be candid, frank, forthright,
She was so open-hearted that I had to listen.

2.

to be guileless, sincere, naïve or honest
She is too open-hearted.

to be open-mouthed
1.
to be greedy, voracious, ravenous, famished,
or starving
2.

to be bold, brassy, sassy or brash

to be out
1.
not to be home
I'll be out all day.
2.

to be no longer a part of, no longer a member
I've had enough. I'm out.

3.

to be no longer be involved
I told you that I did not agree with killing. I'm out.

4.

to no longer hide one's sexual orientation
He's out. Everyone knows that he's gay.

to be out and out
to be totally, completely, utterly or unambiguously
He is an out and out liar.
to be out at the elbow
1.
to be poorly dressed or disheveled
He is out at the elbow.
2.

to be improvised, poverty-stricken, or needy

to be out-at-the-heels
1.
to be impoverished or poor, not have money
Can’t you tell that he is out-at-the-heels.
2.

to be grungy, shabby, dirty, grubby, down-and-out,
or worse for the wear
I saw her last night and she is really out-at-the-heels.

to be out for blood
to get revenge, to avenge oneself
I would be very careful and stay out of the way; she

is out for blood.
to be out for revenge
to be vengeful, blood thirsty or out for blood
Because of what he did to the family, they were
out for revenge.
to be out from under
to be clear of, no longer be under the control of
I'm out from under the mountain of debt.
to be out front
to be sincere, open and aboveboard, upstanding,
straight-shooting, honest
I like him because he is out front.
to be out in
1.
to bloom (trees and flowers)
The flowers were out in bloom.
2.

to be in evidence (in droves, in great number
or thongs) or in large numbers
The pickpockets are out in droves.

to be out in left field
to be off track, out of one’s bearing or lost at sea
She is out in left field.
to be out in left field
to be unbalanced, out of one’s head or out of one’s mind
She is out in left field so be careful what she says.
to be out in the open
to be visible, easily seen or not in hiding
Everything is out in the open; there's nothing
more to hide.
to be out like a light
to fall asleep very quickly, fall asleep as soon as one’s
head hit the pillow

I was so tired that as soon as I was in bed I was
out like a light.
to be out of
to not be around, be away, on a short vacation
I'll be out of the city for a couple of days.
to be out of action
to be out of commission, to no longer be
able to function
He's going to jail. He'll be out of action for
a long time.
to be out of breath
to be exhausted, breathless or gasping for breath
I used to be able to run a mile without being
out of breath.
to be out of cash
not to have any money, be broke
I've got to go; I'm out of cash.
to be out of commission
1.
to be in need of repair
My car is out of commission and I don't have
the money to fix it.
2.

to be temporarily out of action for a period of time,
be in prison or in a place where one can not leave
Let’s just say that he will be out of commission for
about ten years.

to be out of earshot
to be out of range to be heard, could not
be overheard
I don't know what they were talking about. They
were out of earshot.
to be out of fashion

to not be stylish
She's always out of fashion.
to be out of focus
to not be clear, fuzzy or blurry
The shot was out of focus.
to be out of hand
to not be in control, be out of or beyond control
Those children are out of hand.
to be out of hand
without consideration or deliberation
This idea is out of hand; therefore, forget it.
to be out of kilter (slang)
to be inoperative, unserviceable, or broken
Kicking that soda machine will do no
good. It's out of kilter.
to be out of it
to be disorientated, confused, befuddled or muddled
She can’t help you now; she is totally out of it.
to be out of it
to be confused, befuddled or muddled
Since the accident, she has been out of it.
to be out-of-line
to be mouthy, bold, or brazen
You are out-of-line. You should calm down.
to be out of line
to no insubordinate to someone of a higher rank
Be careful. You're out of line.
to be out of one’s bearings

to be perplexed, confused, adrift, going around
in circles
This time I am out of my bearings.
to be out of one's hands
to no longer be responsible
What happens or don't is out of my hand.
to be out of one's head
to be crazy, insane, mad, demented, crazed, or hysterical
He was out of his head with anger.
to be out of heart
to be disheartened, dispirited, dejected
to be out of it
to be wandering, removed, in another world, have one’s
head in the cloud or up one’s ass or distracted
He is really out of it this morning.
to be out of one’s bearings
to be adrift, at a loss, confused, astray
Ever since what happened, I have been out of my bearings.
to be out of one's mind
to not be mentally stable
You're out of your mind if you think that I'll agree.
to be out of one’s skull
to be wild, ranting, in hysterics or out of control
With this fever, he is out of his skull.
to be out of order
1.
to no longer be functioning or working, be out of
commission, have gone haywire, be busted
The machine is out of order.
2.

to not be out of proper sequence
This is all out of order. Do it again.

to be out of place
to no longer be where it is supposed to be
Because of the cleanup, everything is out of place.
to be out of season
to not be the right time of the year
There are no strawberries in the stores. They're
out of season.
to be out of shape
to be unfit, be either too fat or too skinny, not
be very healthy
I have to exercise because I am out of shape.
to be out of sight
to be out of view, beyond one's range of vision
I can't see the ocean from here. It is out of sight.
to be out of sorts
to be in a bad mood, angry or down in the mouth
Leave him alone; he is out of sorts.
to be out of the beltway
to be out of the circle of knowledge or out
of the source of power
He lives in the Midwest. He is way out
of the beltway.
to be out of the blue
to be suddenly, all of a sudden, abruptly, or
without warning
It was something just out of the blue.
to be out of the closet
to no longer hide one's sexual orientation
He's out of the closet. Everyone knows that he's gay.
to be out of the glare of the public

to be done in private or not in public
I wanted to meet her but I wanted it to be out of the
glare of the public.
to be out of the loop
to be no longer a part of the power elite, no longer be included
in decision making
He does not know what’s going; he is out of the loop.
to be out of the mouths of babes
the truth is sometimes said by children.
to be out-of-the-ordinary
to be unusual, unique or atypical
I think that I like him because he is out-of-the-ordinary.
to be out of the question
to be impossible, not on the table, considered
ridiculous or absurd
What you want is out of the question. What you
want to crazy; it’s ridiculous.
to be out of whack
to be inoperative or unserviceable
The car is out of whack.
to be out on a limb
to be in an unsure, risky or unpredictable situation
I have been out on a limb for much too long. I’m tired.
to be out on one's ear
to be thrown out or physically removed from a
place or establishment
If you keep making problems, you'll be out on
your ear.
to be out to
to be aggressively determined to acquire
He's out to get what he thinks is his. Stay out

of his way.
to be out to sea
to be at loss, out of one’s bearings, confused or perplexed
I don’t know what to do; I am out to sea.
to be outspoken
to be candid, frank or unreserved
You should not be so outspoken.
to be out to lunch
to be not at home, absented-minded or out of it
You're wasting your time talking to her; she is
out to lunch.
to be outsourced
to have companies outside one’s own to do certain tasks
which was formerly done by the companies’ employees
(done as a way to save money)
Many of formerly in-house, high paying job are
now outsourced to India, China and Ireland.
to be outta here (slang)
to leave right away or at that exact that
You can not keep me here; I am outta here.
to be over
to longer be concerned with, to no longer
have significance
Thank God that I am over him.
to be over the hill
to be old, long in the tooth, or
no longer be young
He is definitely over the hill.
to be over the worst
to be on the road of recuperation, have suffered
and survived the worst

I can’t believe that we are finally over the worst.
to be overbearing
to be coercive, dictatorial, cruel or tyrannical
His behavior is overbearing.
to be overcast
to be cloudy
Sometimes, I like it when it is overcast.
to be overcome
to be astounded, stunned, or amazed
I was overcome by his words.
to be overtaxed
to be overtaxed, troubled or pressured
He feels that he is being overtaxed.
to be a pain in the neck
to be a problem, pill, bother, nuisance or
annoyance
I must tell you that you are a pain in the neck.
to be panic-stricken
to be stunned, overwhelmed or stupefied
The moment that I realized that I won, I
was panic-stricken.
to be panting
to be breathless, huffing, gasping to or laboring
for breath
I've run so hard that I'm panting.
to be par excellence
to be excellent, superior, or preeminent
to be par for the course
to be normal, typical, stock, expected

I don’t know why you are upset; this is par
for the course.
to be past dispute
to be doubtless, indisputable, incontestable
Whether you believe it or not, what I have said
is past dispute.
to be past one's prime
to no longer be young, be elderly
He is way past his prime.
to be peacockish
to be haughty, pompous or egotistical
He is peacockish to the point that I can’t
stand him.
to be penned in
to be hard-pressed, be up against it,
be between a rock and a hard place
No matter what I do, I'm penned in.
to be picayune
to be petty, trivial or not worth mentioning
This is picayune.
to be pickled
to be intoxicated, drunk or inebriated
I haven’t been so pickled in a long time.
to be pig-headed
to be obstinate, intractable, intransigent or willful
He is pigheaded.
to be pigeoned-hole
to be stereotyped, classified or categorized
He is always pigeoning-hole people.

to be plainspoken
to be candid, frank or barefaced
I like her because she is plainspoken.
to be pleased for
to be happy for or contented about
Congratulations, I am pleased for you.
to be pleasing to the eyes
to be nice, pleasant to look at, or nice-looking
He is quite pleasing to the eyes.
to be pliant
to be obedient, easily managed or malleable
In certain situation it is not good to be pliant.
to be plucky
to be gritty, red-blooded, heroic, fearless or gutsy
I like her because she is so plucky.
to be poked fun of
to be laughed at, be a target of sarcasm or ridicule
I want to change my hair style because I am tired of being
poked fun of.
to be pooh-poohed
to be dismissed, given the cold shoulder to, or sneered at
Every time I would try to talk to him, I was
pooh-poohed.
to be pooped to be burnt out, ready to drop,
exhausted or dog tired
I am pooped.
to be pooped out
to be burnt out, ready to drop, exhausted or dog tired
I am pooped out.

to be poor
1.
to be destitute, impoverished, or indigent
Since he has left prison, he has been quite poor.
2.

to be unproductive, depleted or exhausted
This land can not produce anything. It is poor.

3.

to have bad luck, be unsuccessful and unfortunate
He is a poor baby whose life keeps going wrong.

4.

to be bad or not satisfactory
I was a very poor math student.

5.

to be sorry, half-baked, half-assed or shoddy
This is a poor substitute for the real thing.

to be powerfully-built
to be muscle-bound, potent or powerful
It will not be easy to beat him; he is powerfully-built.
to be predatory
to be merciless, ruthless or predator
What was in your head; he is a predator.
to be preposterous
to be out of the question, ridiculous, or absorb
No. I said, no. What you want is preposterous!
to be pressed for
to be in great need of, short of
I am always being pressed for money.
to be prickly
to be irritable, unstable or testy
She is prickly. Be very careful.
to be privy to
to have access to inaccessible information, be hep or in on
I love my new position; I am privy to so much information.
to be proud of one's figure

to be happy, content, pleased of one's body
I can finally be proud of my figure.
to be prim and proper
to be too nice, prim, fastidious, dainty or sanctimonious
Being prim and proper in this situation does not work.
to be privy to
to be given access to confidential or not-to-be-disclosed information
Because my sister works in the White House, I am privy to quite
a bit of information.
to be prudish
to be puritanical, moralistic, overmodest or moralizing
Stop being so prudish. We are no longer living in the
nineteenth century.
to be pudgy
to be fat, stocky, chubby or portly
He is now rather pudgy but he will eventually lose that weight.
to be puffed up
to be overweening, proud or overconfident
He believes that he is fantastic; he is all puffed up.
to be pulling the strings
to be in control, be manipulating or managing
It is his wife who is pulling the strings.
to be pulled up short
to be amazed, boggled or staggered
I was pulled up short by his remarks.
to be pumped full of lead (slang)
to killed by being shot to death
When he was caught by the police, he was pumped
full of lead.

to be pushed for
to be pressured or pressed for
He was pushing me for more cash
to be put down for
to be signed up or registered for
I like your product. I am put down for 5 boxes.
to be put to blush
to be made to blush or turn red, be embarrassed
His words put her to blush.
to be put to shame
to be embarrassed, made to feel bad about oneself
He was right and, as a result, I was put to shame by
his words.
to be putty in someone's hands
to be easily controlled or manipulated
He is like putty in her hands.
to be putzy
to be sleazy, wretched, grubby, low, cruddy or vile
Stop fooling yourself; this section of town is putzy.
to be puzzled
to be at a loss, mystified, at sea, perplexed or confused
I am puzzled at to what the solution should be.
to be quaking in one’s boots
to be fearful, scared, afraid, terrified
or stricken
As a result of the plot, he was quaking
in his boots.
to be quarrelsome
to be combative, contentious, or argumentative

He is such a quarrelsome person.
to be quashed
to be crushed, vanquished, or subdued
The people were quashed by their enemy.
to be querulous
to be complaining, carping, or grumbling
He is one of the most querulous persons I
have ever known.
to be queasy
to be sick, nauseated, or ill
I am a bit queasy; I have to leave.
to be queer
to be strange, odd or very different
I like her but she is rather queer.
to be quelled
1.
to be suppressed, extinguished, conquered
The people's love of freedom could not be
quelled by the invading army.
2.

to be silenced, calmed down or tranquilized
They crowd was quelled.

to be quenched
to be satisfied, hit the spot, or sated
With this, I was quenched.
to be quenchless
to be insatiable, unappeasable or unsated
Her desire for him was quenchless.
to be quick about it
to tell someone to hurry up or do what has to be
done now or rapidly
Be quick about it; I don’t have all day.

to be quick and dirty
to be done quickly and carelessly, using almost
no effort or money
This solution is quick and dirty and I will not
sign on to.
to be quick at numbers
to have an aptitude or facility for mathematics
He's getting his doctorate in physics; he has always
been quick at numbers.
to be quick on one’s feet
to be able to move quickly and gracefully (usually
refer to dance)
When I was a little girl, I was quick on my feet.
to be quick on the draw
to always be ready to answer difficult, seemingly
impossible, questions
I would be careful debating him, he
is quick on the draw.
to be quick on the uptake
to be smart, able to understand or learn
quickly
She is pretty quick on the uptake. I have
never seen someone so smart.
to be quick on the trigger
to be quarrelsome, ready to fight or argue
at the drop of the hat, be short-tempered
Please careful what you say; he's very quick
on the trigger.
to be quick-witted
to be adroit, clever, smart or acute
He'll do fine in the world; he's quite quick-witted.
to be quirky

to be unconventional, odd or peculiar
Although he is quirky, he is rather nice.
to be quixotic
to be impractical, romantic, visionary, or idea
He is quixotic; that's why he has nothing.
to be quizzical
to be odd, peculiar, queer or off-centered
He is quizzical; I don't understand anything
that he says.
to be quizzical
to be confounded, baffled or dumfounded
I am quizzical; I don’t know what to think.
to be raining cats and dogs
to be raining heavily or hard, pouring
It will be raining cats and dogs until tomorrow.
to be rather odd
to not be quite right, be strange, peculiar or offbeat
She is rather odd.
to be raunchy
to be grubby, dirty, unkempt or messy
Must you be so raunchy? Can’t you dress a little bit better?
to be raw
1.
to be a greenhorn, green or inexperienced
He is still very raw.
2.

to be cold, chilling, ice cold, freezing, biting,
nipping
The weather is New England is normally is raw.

to be ready to argue at the drop at the hat
to be quarrelsome, ready to fight at the drop
of the hat, quick on the trigger or short-tempered

Be careful what you say; he is ready to argue
with you, or anybody, at the drop at the hat.
to be ready to drop
to be exhausted, extremely tired or bone-weary
I worked so much last night that when I finish,
I was ready to drop.
to be red-blooded
to be indomitable, invincible, plucky or mettlesome
He is red-blooded so don’t fear his ability to stay and fight.
to be red-eye
1.
to be an undesirable effect from the retina when taking a picture
Because of new technology, red eye is no longer is a problem. It
can be air-brushed out.
2.

to be drink, alcohol, alcoholic beverage or cheap whiskey

to be red flagged
to call attention to, bring into notice, mark
All these pipes need to be red-flagged so that they are repaired.
to be red in the face
1.
to be blushing, burning, flushing or glowing, be feverish
or warm,
get a fever, blush, flush
Are you sick? Do you have a fever? You are so red in the face.
2.

to be embarrassed, ashamed, discomfited, disgraced, belittled,
reduced or shamed, feel or made to feel self-conscious, be burning
with shame, embarrassment or discomfit
She was red in the face the moment he walked in.

to be reduced to ashes
to be burnt to the ground or destroyed totally and completely,
had no trace left
The house was reduced to ashes.
to be reduced to nothing
to be annihilated, demolished or eradicated

After the war, the town was reduced to nothing.
to be rendered ineffectual
to be emasculated, weakened or rendered harmless
He was rendered ineffectual once he was shot.
to be rendered speechless
to be so astounded or surprised that
one is unable to speak
I was rendered speechless by what he said.
to be right
1.
to be correct, accurate, perfect
Only a few of those answers are right.
2.

to be desirable, be what one wants
Stop complaining you know that he is right for you.

3.

to be morally correct
I don’t think it is right to take drugs.

4.

be immediately or now
I will be right there so please wait for me.

5.

to put in proper order, straighten, put in good order
It is not easy to right a truck that has fallen.

6.

to not be normal, reasonable or logical
The children are too quiet. Something isn't right.

7.

to be appropriate, fitting, or proper
Are these the right colors in such a situation?

8.

(to be) correct or true
You understand my position, right?

to be right-handed
1.
to be a person who uses the right hand
2.

to be an instrument or tool used for people who use
the right hand i.e. right-handed desk

to be right-minded
to have the prevailing values, beliefs, and opinion of one's society

He may be a little crazy but he is a right-minded person.
to be right under one's nose
to be in plain sight or obvious
You are as blind as a bat; the answer is right under
your nose.
to be rinky-dinky
to be cheap, bad, cheap or far from being good enough
This place is rinky-dinky. You can take your clients here
for dinner.
to be riveted to
to be so greatly attached to the point
of being entranced
He is always riveted to the television.
to be robust
to be vigorous, strong and healthy or bursting with health
It may be somewhat cold but I am robust.
to be rocky
to be not firm, steady or wobbling
Our marriage is very rocky. I don’t know how
long last it will lasts.
to be rolled
to be duped, taken as a chump, made to look like
a fool
He was rolled by his director and, therefore, no one
respects him.
to be rolling in (the) dough
to be money, wealthy or rich
It must be nice to be rolling in dough.
to be roly-poly (slang)
to be chubby, fat, thicket or corpulent

Although he is roly-poly, he is an excellent athelete.
to be rooted to
to be so greatly attached or fasted to
He is rooted to his country and culture.
to be rot gut
to be booze, moonshine, cheap whiskey,
intoxicant or liquor
I know that this is rot gut but I am desperate
to get drunk.
to be rough
to be crude, rude, boorish, or brutish
It is not his fault that he is so rough.
to be run-down
to be deteriorated, in disrepair or in poor condition
This community is run-down.
to be run-of-the-mill
to be usual, boring, of minor importance
Frankly, he is run-of-the-mill, nothing extraordinary.
to be run out on
to be stranded, abandoned or deserted
Because I have run out on many times, I don’t trust anyone.
to be rushed off one's feet
to be rushed, pushed or in a hurry
In the morning with I am always rushed off my feet.
to be ruthless
to be shrewd, tough, unsentimental or harsh
He's such an unpopular boss because he
is so ruthless.

to be ruthless competition
to be competition which is deadly, harsh or cutthroat
In the election, there is ruthless competition.
to be sacrosanct
to be untouchable or unchallengeable, beyond question or doubt
His word is not sacrosanct. I will challenge him.
to be salt in the wound
to be an annoyance, problem, tiresome person
What a pill! She is salt in the wound.
to be sans souci
to be light-hearted, sunny, bright
to be scared of one's own shadow
to be afraid, frighten, or terrified
She's so scared that she's even scared
of her own shadow.
to be scared silly
to be scared, frighten or terrified
I was scared silly by what he said.
to be scared stiff
to be greatly frighten, terrified or scared
The moment I saw the gun, I was scared stiff.
to be scared the beejesus out of
to be greatly frighten, terrified or scared
The moment I saw the gun, I was scared
the beejesus out of me.
to be scared to death
(informal) to make one's hair stand on end,
curl one's hair, or scare the living daylights
out someone
I was scared to death driving those curves in the rain.

to be schizo (slang)
to be crazy, unsound, nutty or unbalanced
She’s schizo so don’t listen to her.
to be schmucky
to be cruddy, vile, scummy or low-down
All I can say is that he is schmucky.
to be scratched out
to be deleted, eliminated, taken out of consideration
When I looked at the list I noticed that my name was
scratched out.
to be scum
to be vile, contemptible, low, wretched, sleazy
Why do you still believe in him; he is scum.
to be scummy
to be cruddy, schmucky, cruddy, vile, mean or low-down
He is scummy.
to be sea sick
to be or get nauseated or sick at the stomach, have mal
de mer, turn green
I’m sea sick.
to be screwy
to be bonkers, dippy, off one’s rocker, dotty or cracked
He is screwy. Why are listening to him.
to be scruffy (slang)
to be dirty, sloppy, grungy, unclean, grimy
She is so scruffy today. Why? What has happened?
to be scrumptious
to be tasty, flavorful or finger-lickin'

These cookies are so scrumptious that I might them all.
to be second hand
to be gotten or observed indirectly
All these sources are secondhand.
to be second-rate
to be not smart or intelligent enough, not be the best
I know that he is a good person but you must admit, as
a candidate, he is second-rate.
to be second to none
to be excellent, exceptional, or first-rate
She is a writer who is second to none.
to be seedy
to be dressed badly, unkempt, untidy
He is so seedy looking that it is a pity.
to be seldom seen before
to be rare, consequential extraordinary or unique
I know that I’m going to miss him; such persons are
seldom seen before.
to be set in one’s way
to be conservative, oppose to change, or authoritarian
I’m warning you that he will not change. He is set in his way.
to be shabby
to be worn, raggedly, badly dressed
He is so shabby that he looks like a bum.
to be sharp
to be clever, keen, or sharp
He is quite sharp.
to be sharp-eyed
to be all-observant, sharp-sighted, watchful or wary

She is sharp-eyed.
to be sharp-witted
to be smart, sharp, or acute
She has a tongue which could kill. She
is very sharp-witted.
to be shilly-shallying
to be irresolute, indecisive, or noncommittal
She is always shilly-shallying around a situation.
to be short-circuited
to be hampered, stopped or frustrated
Thank God that his policies were shortcircuited.
to be short-handed
to be in need of help
I am always short-handed during the Christmas
rush.
to be short of breath
to be panting, breathless, huffing, gasping
or laboring for breath
I've run so hard that I'm short of breath.
to be short tempered
to be quarrelsome, ready to fight at the drop
of the hat or quick on the trigger
Be careful what you say; he is short tempered.
to be shot
to be destroyed, broken or no longer functional
This motor is old and it is shot. Don’t waste your
time fixing it.
to be shoulder to shoulder
to be together or hand in hand shoulder
We were so crammed that we were shoulder to shoulder.

to be shrewd
to be keen, intelligent, nobody's fool or sharp
He is too shrewd to have acted so irresponsibility.
to be shunned
to be ostracized, disowned or repudiated
During the McCarthy’s era, anyone who did not
conform were shunned.
to be sleeping with the fishes
to be dead, be hit or killed by someone in organized crime
If I were you, I wouldn’t wait any longer. I hear that he is
sleeping with the fishes.
to be as slippery as an eel
to be hard to pin down, get a hold of, obtain a commitment from
You will never get him to settle down; he has always been slippery
as an eel.
to be shabby
to be in unsatisfactory or worn condition, miserable or
in run-down
Just because the people in this community do not have
a lot o money that does not mean that they are shabby.
to be shoddy
to be deteriorated, in disrepair or in very bad condition
This house is shoddy. Do you expect to sell it?
to be short on looks
to be rather ugly, not good looking, hard on the eyes
or not much for looks
Because she is short on looks that does mean that
she can not be a cheerleader.
to be shy
to be timid or easily embarrassed

Although she appears to be outgoing, she is shy.
to be sick of
to be disgusted or exasperated with
I am sick of all of this.
to be sick of heart
to be depressed, dejected, sad
I am sick at heart at the thought of her dying
to be sick to one's stomach
to have a stomachache, have an upset stomach
I am sick to my stomach. I need to leave.
to be sick to the teeth
to be to point of exhaustion, be fed up,
or be sick of
I'm sick to the teeth with his nagging.
to be side-lined
to be marginalized, alienated or kept at arm’s length
The Secretary of State was side-lined almost immediately.
to be silver-tongued
to be a person who is good at using words to persuade
Watch him. He is silver-tongued.
to be simple-minded
1.
to be weak in the head, deficient, or subnormal
2.

to be slow-witted, dull-witted, or dull

to be single-hearted
resolute, single-minded, dedicated, earnest
He was single-hearted in his drive to accomplish his goal.
to be single-minded
to be wholehearted, resolute, dedicated,
or single-hearted

Because he is single-minded, he will succeed.
to be six feet under
1.
to be dead and buried
Now no one can harm him; he is six feet under.
2.

to kill, murder
If you ever betray me, you'll be
six feet under.

to be skins and bones
to be very skinny
She is now only skins and bones.
to be skittish
to be jittery, nervous, be a ball of nerves
I would not take him on the interview with me;
he is too skittish.
to be slated to
to be set for, scheduled for
You are slated to be on the air this evening.
to be sleazy
1.
to be dirty, obscene, pornographic, nasty
He is sleazy; I want you to stay away from him.
2.

to be dirty, grimy, crummy, shabby, shoddy
This house is sleazy.

to be sleeping with the fishes (Mafia slang)
to be dead (killed by organized crime)
He can't help you. He's sleeping with the fishes.
to be slipshod
to be not well done, sloppy or messy
This work is slipshod. Do it again.
to be sloshed
to be inebriated, intoxicated, or drunk

to be slow witted
to be dull-witted, dull, feeble-minded or stupid
She is very slow-witted.
to be sluggish
to be dispassionate, blasé, unexcited, or unmoved
His behavior is sluggish. Frankly, I don’t think he cares.
to be smack-dab
to be squarely, exactly, or right in the middle or
center
I was smack-dab in the middle of the firefight;
I had nowhere to run.
to be small-minded
to be partial, discriminative, myopic or arbitrary
He is small-minded and will never change.
to be small fries
to be lightweight, not to be of any great
significance or importance
Although he thinks he's important, he's only
small fries.
to be small potatoes
to be lightweight, not to be of any great
significance or importance
Although he thinks he's important, he's only
small potatoes.
to be smart-alecky
to be sassy, nervy or disrespectful
He is smart-alecky and a little bit of discipline would
be helpful.
to be smitten
to be in love or infatuated with
The moment that she saw him she was smitten.

to be smoke and mirrors
to be smoking (slang)
to be happy, satisfied or contented
Since he found out that he won, he
has been smoking.
to be smug
to be arrogant, complacent or snobbish
She is so smug that she does not see anyone
but herself.
to be smutty
to be vulgar, obscene, vile or dirty
This magazine is smutty.
to be snappish
to be touchy, irascible, easy to angry or touchy
Stop being so snappish. What is the matter
with you?!
to be sniffing around
to be searching or looking around for information
You are always sniffing around to see out you
can find. It’s nerve-racking.
to be snobby
to be pretentious, inflated or puffed up
She is so snobby because her parents are rich.
to be snooping
to be snooty
to be conceited, vain or smug
You don’t have any friends because you are snooty.
to be snowed
to be surprised, stupefied, or confounded

I am snowed by what he is saying.
to be snuffed out
to be extinguished, doused or put out
The fire was snuffed out before it spread
to be soak and wet
to be drenched, wet or very wet
I need to get home. I am soak and wet.
to be soaked to the bones
to be wet, very wet or soaked
When I came in from the rain, I was soaked to the bone.
to be soaked to the skin
to be soaked to the bone, be soak and wet, be drenched,
be soaked through
He got caught in the rain and was soaked to the skin.
to be soft
1.
to be benign, open-hearted, tender or gentle
She is a very soft person.
2.

to be weak, easily manipulated or swayed
He is so soft that people are always using and
abusing him.

to be soft-hearted
responsive, perceptive, understanding, thoughtful,
considerate, outgoing
Go talk to her. You know that she is soft-hearted.
to be soft in the head
to be foolish, dense, not too intelligent or wise
The way that she acts everyone is going to think
that she's soft in the head.
to be soft on
to be too easy on, not be sufficiently stern

That child will never learn as long as she's
soft on him.
to be soft-pedaled
to be minimized or understated, to not given
justice to
His place in the movement is always being
soft-pedaled.
to be someone to shout about
to be fantastic, unrivaled, awesome or second to none
I must admit that after meeting him, he is someone to
shout about.
to be someone to write home about
to be the living end, someone to shout about, awesome
or super
Have you seen her fiancé; he is definitely someone to write
home about .
to be someone's fair-haired boy
to be one's favor or the apple of one's eye
She is the boss's fair-haired boy.
to be someone's right arm
to be someone's right hand, main support, man Friday
He is my right arm. Without him, nothing in the office gets done.
to be something down to one's fingertips
to be thoroughly, completely, or absolutely
She was a historian down to her fingertips.
to be something to one's bone
to be strongly and fundamentally something,
be something totally and completely
She is French to her bone.
to be sorry (i.e. a sorry person)
to be pitiful, not good at what one does, unsatisfactory

What can I say but that he is a sorry person who has
wasted his life.
to be spellbound
to be enchanted, hypnotized, mesmerized or charmed
The moment that I saw him I was spellbound.
to be sphinx like
to be obscure, secretive or undefined character
From the day he was born to the one he died, my
father was sphinx like. I never got him to open
up to me.
to be spic and span
to be very clean, be so clean that one can eat off
the floor
When I get back, I want all these floors to be spic and span.
to be spine-chilling
to be frightful or shocking
The crime was spine-chilling.
to be spine tingling
to be scary, make one's blood run cold
What happened is spine tingling.
to be spineless
to be weak, a jellyfish or without a backbone
Don't be so spineless. Stand up for yourself.
to be splitting hairs
to be hypercritical or over critical of small
differences which are, in reality, insignificant
She is only splitting hair.
to be spoiled
1.
to be destroy or allowed to go bad
The food was spoiled in the refrigerator because she let

it go bad.
2.

to be overindulged, indulged or given too much
That child has been spoiled.

to be spoil rotten
to be pampered, allowed anything or indulged
She has been spoiled rotten by her mother.
to be spoon fed
to be treated with special care, indulged or doted on
The reason he is the way that way is that he has been spoon fed.
to be spry on one's toes
to be light-footed, nimble, or agile
As a dancer, he is spry on his toes.
to be spunky
to be lively or full of life, have gumption
One of the reason that I like him is that he is spunky.
to be square
1.
to be a person who conforms, complies or
adheres to the rules
I have never met a person who is so square.
2.

to be open, open and above board, reliable
or honest
Yes, she is square but that means that she
can be trusted.

to be square-dealing
to be honest, truthful, above-board or fair
He is square-dealing so you can believe what he is saying.
to be squelched
to be quelled, beaten down, or defeated
They were all squelched by the more powerful force.
to be squirrelly

to be buggy, barmy, far-out, or waggish
Can you tell me why he is so squirrelly.
to be stacked
to be full-bosomed, built, shapely, busty or curvaceous
I never knew a woman who was so well stacked.
to be stalemated
to be halted, check, checkmate, stop
This situation in the Middle East has been
stalemated for years.
to be standing in the heart of (a place)
to be in the most important area or the center of a place
I can't believe that I am standing in the heart of Paris.
to be standoffish
to be chilly, unfriendly or unreceptive
I am standoffish because that is how you survive.
to be staring one in the face
to be obvious or clear
The facts were staring him in the face but
he chose to close his eyes.
to be star-crossed
to be ill-fated, doomed, or jinxed
I don't know. Nothing I do has been successful.
Maybe I am star-crossed.
to be starry-eyed
to be idealistic or overly optimistic, see life through
rose colored glasses
I like her but I wish that she were not so starry-eyed.
to be steady
to be collected, controlled, self-controlled or unemotional
I know that he appears to be cold but I would disagree. I

would rather say that he is steady.
to be steady-handed
to be collected, controlled, self-controlled or steady
To be a good surgeon, you must be steady-handed.
to be steely
to be cold, cool, icy or frigid
He is steely and cold.
to be stewed
to be intoxicated, in one’s cup, inebriated, sodden, drunk as a lord,
drunk, pickled, loaded, lit, lubricated, lit up or high
I think that I drank too much; I am stewed.
to be still in the game
to not be dismissed or ignored, be taken seriously
Don’t dismiss him so quickly, he is still in the game.
to be still of the same mind
to not have changed one's ideas, opinions or way
of thinking
I am still of the same mind; I want you to leave the
house today.
to be stinking rich (slang)
to be wealthy or very rich
If you have a billion dollars, you are stinking rich.
to be stodgy
to be prudish, puritanical, stiff or old fashioned
She is so stody. You would think that she were born
a hundred years ago.
to be stone broke
to be broke, not to have any money, have empty pockets
I can’t lend you any money; I am stone broke.
to be stone-hearted
1.
to be unfeeling, bloodless or unsympathetic

He is stone-hearted so he will not help you.
2.

to be hard-boiled, tough, heartless or unstirred

to be stoned out of one's mind (slang)
to be so high on drugs that one does not know what
one is doing
to be stony-hearted
1.
to be unfeeling, bloodless or unsympathetic
2.
to be callous, insensible or insensitive
to be stony
to be cold, unfeeling or not sentimental
I had never met a person who is so stony
and unfeeling.
to be stout-hearted
1.
to be brave, valiant, heroic or hero-like
2.

to be intrepid, fearless, or dauntless

3.

to be mettlesome, plucky, spirited
or spunky

to be straight
1.
to be clear, plain, or simple
He is straight. If he said that he knows
nothing; he knows nothing.
2.

to be unbent or not curved
Where I live and where you live is a straight
line. You don't have to make any turns.
You can't get lost.

3

to be uncut, not watered down, diluted
unmixed
The alcohol is straight; that’s the way I like it.

4.

to be frank or candid
He will be straight with you. If he doesn't want to
go; he'll tell you.

5.

to be honest, honorable or aboveboard
You can trust him with your money; he is straight.

6.

to be conventional, conformist or conservative
It's not possible that he is so straight.

7.

to be square, bland or routine
He's nice but is so straight that living with
him would kill me.

8.

to be reliable, trustworthy, or dependable
He is straight. You can depend on him
for anything.

9.

to be straight (slang)
to not be gay, not be a homosexual or lesbian
Frankly, I was surprised to hear that she
was straight!

to be straight-forward
to candid, direct, blunt, frank, open
I like this he is straight-forward.
to be straight from the horse's mouth
to receive, get, obtain or have information or news
directly from the source
What I'm now telling you is direct from the
horse's mouth.
to be straight-from- the shoulder
to be candid, frank, forthright
I know what I say hurts but I'm being
straight-from-the-shoulder.
to be strait-laced
to be prudish, austere or puritanical
It is necessary to be so strait-laced. You need to loosen up.
to be straight-shooting
to blunt, frank, not pussy foot, candid, direct
One reason that I like him is that he is straightshooting. You can trust him.

to be strapped for
to be in great need of, short of
I am always strapped for money.
to be strapping
to be firm, sturdy, or tough
He is strapping with health.
to be strong and hearty
to be able-bodied, lusty or strong
I am now strong and hearty and I thank God.
to be strong-minded
to be struck dumb
to be so stunned or astounded that
one is left speechless
I was struck dumb by his behavior.
to be stuck
to be confused, unable to make a decision
I'm stuck. What do I do?
to be stuck between
to be unable to make a choice
I am stuck between staying and leaving.
to be stuck on
1.
to be enamored, wild about or sweet on
It is obvious that he is stuck on her.
2.

to be confused, puzzled, unable to solve
I'm almost finished but I'm stuck on question three.

3.

to be attached, like glue
The gum is stuck on the seat of the desk.

to be stuck-up
to be arrogant, haughty or smug

What a stuck-up bitch!
to be stuffy
1.

to be poorly ventilated or close
This room is very stuffy; I feel that
can't breathed.

2.

to be uninteresting, dull, or boring
This class is so stuffy that I can't
stop yawning.

3.

to be pompous, inflated or impressed
with oneself
She is stuffy.

4.

to be puritanical, strait-laced or stodgy
She is so stuffy that she never goes out on dates.

to be stymied
to be hampered, frustrated, forestalled, or foiled
I am always being stymied.
to be suited for
to be appropriate for, fit
I am not suited for this kind of work.
to be suited to
to make right for
This university is suited to my needs.
to be sure-footed
to be light, light on one's feet, light-footed,
or graceful
to be swaggering
to be puff up, arrogant or haughty
He has no right to be swaggering. He’s nothing!
to be swept off one’s feet
to be captivated or smitten by, enamored, in
love with or stuck on

She was swept off her feet the moment she laid
eyes on him.
to be swept under the carpet
to hide or conceal that which is shameful, unpleasant,
or embarrassing
As much as you would like, our problems can not be
swept under the carpet. We must deal with it.
to be swept under the rug
to hide or conceal that which is shameful, unpleasant,
or embarrassing
As much as you would like, our problems can not be
swept under the rug. We must deal with it.
to be tabbed as
to be named, identified or single out as
Yes, he was tabbed as the next president. I,
however, do not agree.
to be tactless
to be free speaking, outspoken, blunt, or brusque
It is almost considered negative to be tactless.
to be tacky
1.
to be slipshod, done badly, shoddy
This work is tacky; therefore, it will not be accepted.
2.

to be gaudy, cheap or vulgar
The way that she dresses is very tacky.

to be taken
to be occupied, busy, no longer available
I’m sorry but these seats are taken.
to be taken aback
to be surprised, astonished or stunned
I was taken aback by his words.
to be taken advantage of

to be misused, exploited, taken for a ride,
cheated, get ripped off
Because I was so naïve, he was able to
take advantage of me.
to be taken by force
to be seized, occupied, annexed or taken
possession of
They quickly realized that it is not easy to take
land by force.
to be taken by surprise
to be surprised or astounded
What can I say ? I was taken by surprise.
to be taken care of
to be cared for or protected
The children were taken care of by their father.
to be taken down a notch or two
to have the grin off wiped off of one's face, have one's selfsatisfaction, smugness, or false serenity destroyed, be
humbled, humiliated, shamed or put to shame
It gave me so much satisfaction that he was taken down
a notch or two.
to be taken for a ride
to be misused, exploited, taken advantage of,
cheated, get ripped off
When I first arrived, I would be taken for a ride a lot.
to be taken unawares
to be surprised, not see it coming
I was taken unawares by what she said.
to be taken for a ride
to be fooled, have the wool pulled
over one's eyes

He didn't see it coming. She took him
for a ride.
to be taken out
to be destroyed, squashed or crushed
The dictator and his army were taken out.
to be taken to the cleaner
to have everything taken as a result
of winning a legal proceeding
She was taken to the cleaners by her
husband's children.
to be taken with
to be infatuated, highly attracted to
The little girl is taken with the boy down the street.
to be tangled up in
to be embroiled, incriminated, entrapped or included in
He is all tangled up in her life. He needs to separate himself.
to be teething
to be growing or cutting one's teeth
The baby has a fever because she is teething.
to be teetering
to be on the edge, in an unsteady, wobbly or not
firm position
Our marriage is teetering; any thing can destroy it.
to be teetering on the edge
to be on the edge, in an unsteady, wobbly or not
firm position
Our marriage is teetering on the edge; any thing
can destroy it.
to be tender hearted
1.
to be soft, tender, susceptible or thin-skinned
She is so tender hearted that you can easily hurt

her feelings.
2.

to be responsive, perceptive or considerate
She is tender hearted; therefore, she will listen to you.

3.

to be comforting, consoling, or supportive

4.

to be good-natured, warm, merciful

to be terribly
to be very, extraordinarily or notably
I like her because she is terribly nice.
to be testy
to be temperamental, unstable, unsteady or moody
She is always so testy that I stay away from her.
(to be that) every dog has its day
(to be that) everyone is important once in their life
Leave him alone to enjoy the spotlight. It won’t last.
Every dog has its day.
(to be that ) dead dogs don't bite
to be no longer a danger, not be a worry
I wouldn’t worry anymore. Dead dogs don’t bite.
(to be that) there are other fish in the sea
to have other opportunities or choices from which
to choose
Go on, get out! There are other fish in the sea.
to be the ace of hearts
to be the best or the maximum
He is the ace of hearts.
to be the apple of one's eye
to be someone's favorite
His daughter is the apple of his eye.
to be the arm of

to be the administrative or operational branch
This is the arm of one of the most important
banks of the world.
to be the backbone
to be the most important part of an organization,
company or grouping
She may be the brain of the new upstart but he
is the backbone.
to be the backbone of
to be the most important part of something
She is the backbone of the organization.
to be the backbone of the economy
to be the most important part of the economy, be vital
to the economy
Gold used to be the backbone of the economy.
to be the backdrop
1.
to be the rear curtain in the scenery of a theater
stage production
2.

to be the backdrop
to be the factors, background or circumstances of
an event or setting
This is the backdrop of the story. You have to understand
it to understand what the problems are.

to be the Beltway
to be the U.S. government, Washington, D.C., the politicans and
lobbyists
If you are in the Beltway, you are in the center of power.
to be the brains behind
to be the author, creator or originator
The workers did not think up this strike by themselves. Their union
representative was the brain behind this.

to be the brains of
to be the author of a particular activity or act
The workers did not think up this strike by themselves.
Their union representative were the brains of this.
to be the brains of the family
to be considered the most intelligent or the one who has
the intellectual capacity of the family
Yes, I'm the beauty of the family while she is the brain.
to be the butt of one's joke
to be made fun of, be the target of teasing
I am tired of being the butt of his jokes.
to be the cat’s meow
to be of the first order, exceptional, first-class,
choice or superlative
According to her children, she is the cat’s meow .
to be the cat’s pajamas
to be top-notch, the best, stand head and shoulder above
All I can say is that he is the cat’s pajamas.
to be the central figure
to be the most important or pivotal person
The show can't go on without him. He is the
central figure in the plot.
to be the cream of the crop
to be the best of the best or the top
He is the cream of the crop; therefore, he’ll
never have any problem getting into an
excellent university.
to be the devil incarnate
to be truly evil
(to be) the dog days of summer
the period of summer which is especially
hot and lazy (August)

I hate the dog days of summer.
to be the dupe
to be the puppet, patsy, mark of soft touch
He only did the dirty work; he was the dupe.
to be the fall guy
to be the one who took the blame, be the
chump or the patsy
He is only the fall guy; he is not the one
who authored the crime.
to be the final straw
to not be able to tolerate or stand more, to say that’s it
When he came home drunk, that was the final straw.
to be the first factor
to be the origin, impulse, reason or genesis
to be the fly in the ointment
to be the one thing which does not allows success or
which spoils everything
I agree with everyone but these elections are the fly in
the ointment.
to be the foremost
to be dominant, surpassing, or preeminent
He is the foremost western leader.
to be the fountainhead
1.
to be the origin, source, or genesis
2.

to be the ground, base, or reason

to be the furthest thing from one's mind
not to be what was thinking about when something
was said or done
Insulting you was the furthest thing from my mind.
to be the gist of
to be the most important part, essential

or main part
It is the gist of the argument.
to be the headman
to be the leader or the man-in-charge
to be the kingpin (slang)
to be the boss, recognized leader or big cheese
to be the heart of
the central or innermost part of something
Before it was the heart of the that city was the
most beautiful part. Not anymore.
to be the heartbeat of
the main or principle origin of something, most
important part
New York is the heartbeat of the United States.
to be the heart land
1.
to be that part of the land which is considered a
vital part of the whole
Baghdad is the heartland of Iraq. Once it fell,
the war was all but over.
2.

to be center of belief for a belief or movement

3.

to be central part of the US, the Midwest
Wisconsin is the heartland of the U.S.

to be the high man on the totem pole
to be the big wheel, high man, head honcho
He is the high man on the totem pole.
to be the incarnate of beauty
one who is the human form or embodiment
of beauty, be very beautiful
She is so beautiful that she is the incarnate
of beauty.

to be the incarnate of evil
one who is the human form or embodiment of evilness,
be very evil
I guess that you could say that Hussein was the
incarnate of evil.
to be the incarnate of greed
one who is the human form or embodiment of
greed, be very greedy
Capitalists can sometimes be the incarnate
of greed.
(to be) the ins and outs
to be the smallest details
I am interested in the ins and outs of the contract.
to be the king of the jungle
to be a man in the charge, boss, number one
I wouldn’t go up against him. Here, he is the king
of the jungle.
to be the last thing on one's mind
to not be what one would normally think about
Asking you for help was the last thing on my mind.
to be the light at the end of the tunnel
to be a bright and positive future
It is the light at the end of the tunnel which must
always be your goal and focus.
to be the living end
to be someone to shout about, be awesome or super
I think that this CD is the living end.
to be the man
(street slang) to be the person who did
something very well
to be the man-in-charge (slang)

to be the leader, big cheese or top dog
Walk carefully, he is the man-in-the charge.
to be the muscle
to be the person or persons who compel or coerce
I want you to stand in the door and be the muscle.
No one who is not on the list is to pass.
to be the final nail in one’s coffin
to be that one last event or act which destroys one
What he is doing right now will be the final
nail in his coffin.
to be the new face
to be the newest person in a place, be the
newest employee or resident
She is the new face in town. She seems
pleasant enough.
to be the new kid on the block
to be a newcomer, an outsider, the new kid in town
He does not know what’s going on because he is the new
kid on the block.
to be the nub of the problem
to be the core or the meat of the problem
Now you understand; this is the nub of the problem.
to be the object of scorn
to be target of mockery, derision or contempt
As a result of that speech, he is now the object
of scorn.
to be the official line
to be what is said in public although not necessarily
in private
It is the official line of the administration and I’m
afraid that it is a lie.

to be the only game in town
to be the only opportunity or possibility
He thinks because I am fat that he is the only game in town.
No other man will want me.
to be the power behind the throne
to be the real McCoy
the original, real thing or genuine article
No one can copy her; she is the real McCoy.
to be the right hand
the most important, reliable, efficient assistant
He's the president's right hand.
to be the right thing to do
to do what is right, follow the rules, conform
This is the right thing to do. You really
have no choice.
to be the salt of the earth
to not be rich or wealthy but to be honorable
and good
My grandfather was the salt of the earth.
to be the skeleton of oneself
to only vaguely look like oneself (said after a
great illness or other kind of change)
I saw Mary yesterday and she is only a skeleton
of herself.
to be the soul of discretion
to be extremely discreet, respectful of one's secrets
You can tell her anything. She's the soul of discretion.
to be the soul of movement
to be able to dance or move one's body with grace

The way that she dances, she is the soul of movement.
to be the spit and image of
to be the double of, be identical to, chip of the old block,
dead ringer to, be an exact match
It is so strange how she is the spit and image of her
grandmother.
to be the spitting image of
to be identical, the same or exact, match, have the perfect
likeness of
She is the spitting image of her mother.
to be the survival of the fittest
to be the survival of the strongest or the healthiest
He believes that the world is the survival of the fittest.
to be the tip of the iceberg
to be only the beginning of the problem
All of this is only the tip of the iceberg.
to be the top dog
to be the one who exercise control, looked upon as dominant or
who dictates
You can’t go over his head; he’s the top dog.
to be the underbelly
to be the seamy, perverted or base
This is the underbelly of the society.
to be the weakest link
to be weakest person, a target or soft mark
You need to get rid of him; he is the weakest link.
to be there in a bat of an eye
to be there in a minute or moment, be there in a second
I'll be there in a bat of an eye.

to be there in a coup d'oeil
to be there in a second, a moment, or
in a split second
I'll be there in a coup d'oeil.
to be there in a jiffy (informal)
to be in while or in a short time
Can you wait a second; I'll be there in a jiffy.
to be there in a wink of an eye
to be in a second or in a moment
I'll be there in a wink of an eye.
to be there in two shakes of a lamb's tail
to be there in a jiffy or in a wink
to be thickheaded
1.
to be stubborn, mulish, unable or
unwilling to understand
2.

to be not very intelligent or a dunce,
numskull

3.

to be impervious to criticism

4.

to be hardened, hard-hearted or insensitive

to be thickset
to be corpulent, portly, stocky or pudgy
No, she is not skinny; she is thickset.
to be thin as a rail
to be very skinny, corpse-like or underfed
She looks like she’s about to die; she is thin as a rail.
to be thin-skinned
to be hypersensitive, ticklish or supersensitive
You better learn how to walk on eggs with him;
he's very thin-skinned.

to be third rate
to be unacceptable, sorry or bad
As a lawyer, he is third rate.
to be thorny
to be trying, difficult, complex, or involved
This issue is extremely thorny. We have to be very careful
in the negotiations.
to be thought highly of
to be greatly admired or respected, be looked up to
He is thought highly of here. He is greatly loved.
to be threadbare
to be three sheets to the wind
to be drunk, tipsy, tight, drunk as a piper, groggy, feeling good,
saturated, bleary eyed, high, have a glow, intoxicated
He has no idea what you’re talking about; he is three sheets
to the wind.
to be through
to be from end to the other
The liquid is through every layer of the clothing.
to be through with
to no longer want any part of, no longer
have a relationship with
After what he did, I am through with him.
to be thrown for a loop
to be amazed, flabbergasted or astounded
I was thrown for a loop by his presence.
to be thrown for a loss
to be flabbergasted, bewildered or confounded
I was thrown for a loss when I got the news.

to be thrown off
to be lost at sea, muddle-head, fuzzy
or discombobulated
I am thrown off. I don’t understand what you want.
to be thrown off guard
to be shaken up, taken aback or taken by surprise
What he said, I must admit, threw me off guard.
to be thunderstruck
to be taken aback, astonished or stunned
I am thunderstruck by his remark.
to be ticked off
to be angry, irate, furious, ready to blow one’s top
She was really ticked off last night.
to be tickled pink
to be happy, satisfied or contented
I am tickled pink.
to be ticklish
1.
to be delicate, slippery or fragile
This situation is very ticklish. One
wrong move could be deadly.
2.

to be intricate, complicated or tough
Negotiating this treaty is going to be extremely
ticklish. One comma out of place can stop everything.

3.

to be risky, daunting or dangerous
This situation is ticklish; please be careful.

4.

to be irritable, temperamental or moody
She is ticklish. You can easily get her angry.

5.

to be unsteady or unstable
Act with caution. This is a very ticklish situation.

to be tied up in
involve, entrapped or included in

I don’t want to be tied up in your problems.
to be tight
to be drunk, pickled, loaded, lit, pie-eyed, lubricated, lit
up, stewed, intoxicated
I think that I you are tight. I am going to take you home.
to be tight-lipped
1.
to not talk, keep quiet, not say anything
She is tight-lipped about her participation in
the war.
3.

to be silent, mute, uncommunicative,
secretive or reticent
Because of her shyness, she has always been
tight-lipped.

to be the tip of the iceberg
to be only the beginning of the problem
All of this is only the tip of the iceberg.
to be tip-top
to be first-rate, the best or superior
He is tip-top; no doubt about it.
to be tongue-tied
1.
to not be able to get one’s words out, be at a loss for words or
choked up
I was tongue-tied.
2.

to be left speechless, astounded or dumbstruck
I was left tongue-tied by his behavior.

3.

to be bashful, shy or timid
Whenever she is in front of him, she is tongue-tied.

to be to a hair
to be on the nose, precisely or exactly
to be to the letter
to precisely or exactly
to be touchy

to be touchy, ticklish or delicate
This is touchy. We must take into consideration
everyone's feelings.
to be too big for one's boots
to act more important than one really is
Her behavior demonstrates that she is too big for
one's boots.
to be too close to the knuckles
to be embarrassing or too close the knuckle
His writings about our family is too close to
the knuckle.
to be too far gone
to be hopeless, beyond help
There's nothing that can be done.
He's too far-gone.
to be too good for the rest of
to be vain, self-centered, conceited or snobbish
She thinks that she is too good for the rest of us.
to be too good
to be too nice, over nice or goody-goody
She is too good; I hate her.
to be too much to handle
to be too difficult, involved or complicated
This time this will definitely be too much to handle.
to be too nice for words
to be delicate, over refined, squeamish, oversensitive
or over subtle
She is too nice for words.
to be too pooped to pop
to be dead tired, dead on one’s feet or fagged out

To tell you the truth I am too pooped to pop.
to be toothless
to be weak, feeble or impotent
He won't do anything; he's toothless.
to be toothsome
1.
to be good-tasting, savory or tasty
2.

to be voluptuous, curvy, or shapely
She is most definitely toothsome.

to be top notch
to be choice, above average or superlative
As an employee he is top notch.
to be top-drawer
to be first rate, first class, or tops
In any company or group, he is top-drawer.
to be top-flight
to be first rate, first class, or tops
As a writer, she is top-flight.
to be torn
to be in both camps, undecided, up in the air
or of two minds
I know that you want me to make a decision
but frankly I am torn on the matter.
to be torn to pieces
to be butchered, pulled or ripped apart, ripped
or pulled to pieces
If we don’t get out of here, will are going to be torn
to pieces.
to be toto
to be everything

to be tottering
to be unsteady, wobbly or shaky
Because he is drunk, he is tottering. He is
going to fall.
to be touch and go
to be risky, dangerous, ticklish, unsure, uncertain
Right now his condition is touch and go.
to be tough
to be hard-boiled, callous, heartless or unstirred
He is tough so you are only fooling yourself if you
think that he is going to help.
to be trodden down
to be down-trodden down, under foot or oppressed
In most countries, the poor are trodden down.
to be torn between
to be forced to choose or select
I'm torn between my role as a mother and
that of a citizen
to be touched
to be crazy, mad, out of one's mind or queer
I do believe that he is touched.
to be touched in the head
to be insane, crazy, deranged
I am convinced that she is touched
in the head.
to be touchy
to be easily irritated, ticklish, or easily offended
When she is in one of her moods, she's
very touchy.
to be tried and true
to be straight, dependable, trustworthy

or reliable
You can rely on him for anything; he is
tried and true.
to be trounced
to be quashed, defeated, overwhelmed or
totally vanquished
Because you were not there to help, your team
was trounced without any problems.
to be true-blue
to be loyal, reliable, or faithful
You don't have to worry about him; he's true-blue.
to be trying
1.
to be annoying, irritating or exacerbating
This problem is trying.
2.

to be hard, arduous, difficult
He has a personality which is trying.

to be two faced
to be deceitful, hypocritical, not trustworthy
He can't be trust; he's two faced.
to be unbending
to be high-handed, implacable, or pitiless
He is unbending so forget trying to change
his mind.
to be unable to believe one's ears
1.
to not to be able to believe what one has
heard, be incredulous
I was unable to believe my ears when
she told me the truth.
2.

to be surprised or astonished by what
is being said
When he said that I won, I couldn't believe
my ears.

to be unable to call one's soul one's own
to no longer be one's own person, betray oneself
He has taken everything from me.
I am not even able to call my soul my own.
to be unable to get blood from a stone
to not be able to do the impossible
You can talk until your tongue falls out, I don't
have the information that you need. You can't
get blood from a stone.
to be unable to get what happen out of one’s head
to be unable to stopping thinking about
I can't get what happened out of my head.
to be unable to keep one's hands off
to not be able to resist touching, spending, becoming involved in,
partaking in
I can not keep my hands off of the money.
to be unable to say boo to a goose
to be extraordinarily timid or shy
She is so withdrawn that she is unable to
say boo to a goose.
to be unable to see beyond one's own nose
to be able to see only one's own immediate
surrounding
He won't understand you. He's unable to see
beyond his own nose.
to be unable to see farther than the end
of one's nose
to see only what is in front of one
She can't sympathize with the victims because
she can't see farther than the end of her nose.
to be unable to see one's hand in front
of one's face

to be so foggy or rainy that one could not
see very far ahead
It is so rainy that I could not see my hand
in front of my face.
to be unblenching
to be gusty, valiant or dashing
He was unblenching as he entered into battle.
to be uncanny
1.
to be mysterious, inexplicable or odd
It is uncanny how much they are alike.
2.

to be unbelievable, incredible or unheard of
He is uncanny man. I never met anyone like him.

3.

to be astounding, amazing or tremendous
The situation was absolutely uncanny .

to be uncut
to be not pure, diluted, mixed or modified
This drug is uncut.
to be under
1.
to be below or, beneath
The cat is under the table.
2.

to be less than, cost less than
This is under ten dollars.

3.

to below the surface of
The splinter is under my skin.

4.

to be force to endure pressure
I am under a deadline.

to be under a cloud
to be suspected, suspicious or distrusted
Because of the accusations, he is now
under a cloud.
to be under one's nose

to be in plain view or not hidden
Why could you not see it? It was right under
your nose.
to be under one’s spell
to be enchanted, mesmerized, charmed or spellbound
You must get her out of that group. She is under
their spell.
to be under one's thumb
to be subordinated, dominated or controlled by, be
under the power of
I used to be under his thumb but not anymore.
to be under one's wings
to under the protection or care of someone
While I was growing up, I was under
the wing of my uncle.
to be under served
to not be helped, assisted or aided
This district is being underserved.
to be under the gun
to be under intense pressure
I am under the gun to get this done.
to be under the heel of
to be under the control of, be dominated by
They are no longer under the heel of the dictator.
to be under the spell of
to be enchanted, mesmerized, charmed or spellbound
You must get her out of that group. She is under
the spell of them.
to be under the table
to be hidden or concealed

All the transactions were under the table.
to be under the thumb of
to be under the influence or power of another
He is under the thumb of his mother.
to be under the radar
to not be noticed or detected
He was under the radar when he lived the life of a criminal.
to be under the radar screen
to not be noticed or detected
Because everyone thinks he doesn't matter, he is under
the radar screen.
to be under the weather
to be sick, have a bad cold, have the flu, not be well
I heard that you were under the weather; I hope
that you are feeling better
to be under wraps
to be secret, shrouded, cloaked or hidden
The party is under wraps so that Carole won't know.
to be undercut
1.
to be sold cheaper or sell less than, sell at a loss
The prices at the store were undercut so to
undersell his competitors.
2.

to be sabotaged, wrecked, damaged or ruined
I was undermined by the person who I thought was
my best friend.

to be underfoot
to be in the way, to hinder or impede
Little puppies are always under foot.
to be underhanded
1.
to be unfair, sneaky or dishonorable

Don't trust him. He is underhanded.
2.

to be understaffed or not have enough personnel
This office is greatly underhanded. You need,
at the least, a receptionist.

to be undermanned
to not have the sufficient number of staff,
personnel or employees
We are no longer undermanned. We have enough
people to do the required work.
to be undermined
to be sabotaged, wrecked, damaged or ruined
I was undermined by the person who I thought was
my best friend.
to be uneasy in one's mind about
to be uncomfortable, troubled or restless with
I am uneasy in my mind about everything
that happened.
to be unfasten
to have the ties severed or the knot cut, be disengaged, untied,
unfettered or unhitched
You will not be unfasten until you do something.
to be unfit
1.
to be out of shape, not be in the good shape
I am unfit to do this marathon.
2.

to not be able, qualified, capable
As a mother, she is unfit.

to be unflinching
to be fearless brave, courageous or undaunted
He does not scare easily; he is unflinching.
to be unflappable
to be cool-headed, cool, not be discombobulated or
easily flustered

I have never met such a person. He is unflappable.
to be unheard of
to be unknown or unfamiliar
Here, such treatment of animals is unheard of.
to be unhinged
to be deranged, crazy or not balanced
After she lost power, she was unhinged.
to be unpitying
to be heartless, hard-hearted, harsh or hard
He is unpitying and, therefore, rules with an iron-hand.
to be unrelenting
to be unpitying, unrelenting, inflexible, stern or severe
Please, I don’t want to be here anymore; he is unrelenting.
to be unruly
to be rash, hell bent or breakneck
She is unruly and extremely hard to handle.
to be unsettled
to be discomposed, upset, ruffled, jolted or jarred
I was unsettled by his presence.
to be unshrinking
to be brave, courageous, fearless or undaunted
Because she is unshrinking, she will not be easy to scare.
to be untangle
to be unraveled, figured out or detangled
All of this mess will take forever to be untangled.
to be unyielding
to be stubborn, stout-hearted, unmovable
or unswerving

I have never met a person who is so unyielding.
to be up
1.
to be above
She's up on the roof. There's a leak.
2.

to be awake or no longer asleep
Stop calling to me; I'm up. I'm up.

3.

to be awake and out of bed, be no longer asleep
and in bed
I'm up. I'll be down in a minute.

4.

to be happy, not to be depressed
I'm up. It's such a beautiful day.

5.

to be on the increase
Because of inflation, prices are up.

6.

to be concluded, ended, finished, or terminated
At last, the football game is up.

7.

to be constructed, built, or erected
The house is up.

8.

to be above ground, no longer be under ground
At last, the wheat is up and ready
to be harvested.

9.

to be in the air
The balloon is finally up. I hope that it
stays that way.

10.

to be high in relation to the shore or the
banks of the river
The tide is up.

11.

to be upward
His hand is always the first one up.

12.

to have risen above the horizon
We'll leave when the sun is up.

13.

to be in revolt or rebellion
The people are up and out in the street rioting.

14.

to be agitated, irritated or angry
His temper is up but he won't do anything.

15.

to be in the air, be wrong, afoot or amiss
Once I walked in the room, I knew that
something is up.

16.

to be discovered or found out
I know the truth; the game is up.

17.

to be active
The wind is up.

18.

to be a legal proceeding as a defendant
He is up for robbery and assault.

19.

to be ready to be in operation or ready to function
The lights are up.

to be up against it
to be strapped, poor or hard up
At this time in my life, although I am up against it, I am
without many resources.
to be up and down
to be moody, temperamental, or ticklish
With him you never know. He's
up and down.
to be up against
to be confronted with
I am up against a number of enemies.
to be up against it
to be in a very difficult situation
He's up against it, against.
to be up against it (slang)
to be broke, without funds or cash
I'm up against it this time; I don't

have one red cent. Nothing.
to be up against the wall
to be in a very difficult situation
I'm tired of being up against the wall.
to be up and about
to have recuperated
I feel fine. I'm even up and about.
to be up and around
to have recuperated
I feel fine; I'm even up and around.
to be up for
1.
to be in the running for, a candidate to
The movie's up for three Oscars.
2.
3.

to be considered, up for consideration
The bill is going to be up for a vote.
to be ready, prepared and enthusiastic for
I'm up for the new semester.

to be up for grabs
to be available, attainable, within reach or accessible
Because of the situation, anything is up for grabs.
to be up for reelection
to run for a political office once one’s term is up
The President is up for reelection.
to be up front
to be candid, plain-speaking, straight-forward,
explicit, straight-out
I appreciate how he is; he is up front.
to be up in arms
1.
to be in an armed rebellion
The whole country is up in arms. They want

to change the government.
2.

to be very angry but not to the point of
violence
The voters were up in arms and were
ready to rebel.

to be up in the air
to be unsettled, in suspense, unresolved, a big
question or yet to be decided
My life is up in the air; I want stability.
to be up on
to be knowledgeable of by being current
My son is up on the music and sport scene.
to be up on one’s high horses
to be high and mighty, snobbish or high hat
I don’t why you are up on your high horses.
You ain’t nobody.
to be up on (someone)
to have an advantage over someone
Because he reads a lot; he is up on everyone
around him.
to be up shit creek without a paddle
to be in trouble with no solution
I think that I have gone too far. I’m up shit creek
without a paddle.
to be up the creek without a paddle
to be in trouble with no solution
This time I do believe that I am up the creek
without a paddle.
to be up to
1.
to be occupied in
It's been such a long time. What
have you been up to?

2.

to be far as or approaching a certain point
The water is up to the second floor.

3.

to be capable or able to, have the capacity to do
I'm not as dumb as you think; I'm up to the task.

4.

to be one's responsibility, be one’s decision
Whatever you do or don’t do is up to you.

to be up to one's ears in
to be deeply involved in, overwhelmed by,
engulfed or immersed in
He's up to his ears in work.
to be up to the ears in debt
to be overwhelmed by debt, owe a great
amount of debt
to be up to one's elbow
to be immersed, overwhelmed, snowed under
I can't talk now. I'm up to my elbow in work.
to be up to one's eyeballs
to be occupied, engrossed or occupied
I am up to my eyeballs with work.
to be up to ones eyes
to be overcome by, engulfed by, swallowed up by,
deluged by
I am up to my eyes in work.
to be up to one's neck
to be overwhelmed, overcome, or engulfed by
I'm up to my neck in work.
to be up to one's neck in debt
to be drowning in bills, be overwhelmed
with bills
I am up to my neck in debt; I can't afford

to buy anything now.
to be up to scratch
to be satisfactory, good enough, adequate or competent
I think that she can do it. She's up to scratch.
to be up to snuff
to be adequate, competent, good enough or satisfactory
He can do the job because he is up to snuff.
to be up to the minute
to be current, up to date
I am up to the minute on everything is going on.
to be upbeat
to be positive or optimistic
Today is Friday; therefore, I am very upbeat.
to be upfront
to be open, frank or overt
He was very upfront about his drinking.
to be uphill
to be difficult, arduous, hard, rough, or tough
Although this is an uphill battle, we
can not give up.
to be uplifting
to be encouraging, inspiring or heartwarming
Your help and words were so uplifting.
to be uppity
to be puffed up, egotistical or fastidious
You have no reason to be uppish.
to be upright
to be ethical, worthy, or good

I completely trust him; he is upright and honest.
to be upset
to be greatly impacted, ruffled, discomposed
or unsettled
I was upset by his words.
to be upstanding
to be on the level, no nonsense, square dealing,
sincere
She is upstanding; therefore, she can be trusted.
to be wacky
to be unbalance or demented, be deranged
Why should I believe him? He is wacky.
to be waited on hand and foot
to be pampered, favored or overindulged
When he is waited on hand and foot he is being ruined.
to be waiting for the ax to fall
to be nervous, jittery, edgy, on edge, tense, uptight
What is the matter? It’s like you are waiting for the
ax to fall.
to be waiting for the bomb to go off
to wait anxiously, nervous, itching or apprehensive
I’m waiting for the bomb to go off because I know
that I don’t know everything yet.
to be waiting for the other shoe to fall
to be restless, on edge, jittery, anxious
I know that she has something more to tell me.
I waiting for the other shoe to fall.
to be walked all over
to be downtrodden, trodden under foot, or
trodden down

to be walking on air
to be happy, please as punch, well pleased or
in hog heaven
Since her engagement, she has been walking on
air.
to be wallowing in wealth
to be wealthy, rich, prosperous, or affluent
His father is wallowing in wealth.
to be warm hearted
to be humane, compassionate, loving, warm, or sympathetic
to be warped
to be prejudiced, biased, jaundiced or opinionated
He is a warped individual whose opinion must be weighed.
to be washed out
to be totally exhausted, beat or bone weary
I am washed out. I need to get some sleep.
to be wasted (slang)
to be inebriated, drunk, intoxicated, gone
He is wasted. Let’s take him home.
to be watered down
to be altered, diluted, mixed or modified
This drink is watered down.
to be water off a duck’s back
to be that advice, remarks or insults have little
or no effect
What you said to her was water off a duck’s back.
She did what she wanted to do.
to be water under the bridge
to be the past, be history, or be finished and no longer relevant
What happened last year is now water under the bridge.

to be weak in the head
to be feeble-minded, not very intelligent or smart
He is weak in the head; therefore, he is not responsible
for his actions.
to be weak hearted
to be unmanly, white-livered, without backbone
He is too weak hearted to do anything.
to be weak-kneed
to be weak, wimpish, lily-livered, mealymouthed, timorous, meek
Why are you so weak-kneed?
to be weak-minded
to be weak in the head, deficient or subnormal
to be weasel-worded
to be a wimp, be a weakling, be weak, wimpish or
noncommittal
She is weasel-worded.
to be welcomed back into the fold
to be allowed to rejoin the group
Although he had been gone for many years, he was welcomed
back to the fold.
to be well-endowed
to be voluptuous, full-bosomed or large breasted
By the way that she walks, it is obvious that she knows that
she know that is well-endowed.
to be well-fed
to be fleshy, full body, ample or fattish
There is no doubt that he is well-fed.
to be well-heeled
to be wealthy, rich or prosperous

They are well heeled.
to be well into
to be far along in something
I was well into my speech when they
started protesting.
to be well-off
to be affluent, wealthy or rich
As a result of his new job, he is quite well off.
to be well out of
to be far outside of or removed from
We were well out of the city before I
realized where we were.
to be well-to-do
to be wealthy, rich or well-heeled
I don’t know if he is rich but I would say that
he is well-to-do.
to be well-thought-of
to be a person of substance, note or greatness
In the world of business, she is well-thought-of.
to be wet behind the ears
to be naive, innocent, unsophisticated,
unsuspecting or trusting
They saw him coming; he's so wet behind the ears.
to be wet to the bones
to be very wet or soaked
I got caught in the rain so, by the time I got home,
was wet to the bones.
to be wet to the skin
to be soaked to the bone, be soak and wet,
be drenched, or soaked through

He got caught in the rain and was wet to the skin.
to be what is called for
to be exactly what one needs, be what is
required or just what the doctor ordered
You being here with me is just what the
doctor order.
to be whimsical
to be capricious, unreasoning or inconsistent
He is whimsical; therefore, be careful with him.
to be white-livered (slang)
to be timorous, spineless, weak-kneed, chicken-bellied
Don't be so white-livered.
to be wholehearted
1.
to be heartfelt, hearty, warm-hearted, open, or unreserved
Believe me. His support is wholehearted.
2.

to be earnest, fervent, or devoted

to be whole hog
to be totally, completely, absolutely or utterly
He is whole hog; there is no stopping him.
to be wicked (slang)
to be great, fantastic, outstanding, very nice
Those are some wicked pants. Where did you
buy them?
to be wide-awake
to be observant, lucid or attentive
He is wide-awake and knows what he is doing.
to be wide-eyed
1.
to be eager, anxious, anticipatory, or breathless
2.

to be wonder struck, awe-struck, or agape

to be wide-eyed
to be innocent, surprise, amazed or astounded
She is all wide-eyed innocence.
to be wimpish
to be weak, weak-kneed, lily-livered, mealymouthed, timorous, meek
Why are you so wimpish?
to be window-rattling
to be resounding, thundering, blaring, reverberant
or piercing
All this noise is window-rattling.
to be windy
to be insubstantial, empty or meaningless
He is windy, full of bluff.
to be wiped out
to be ready to drop, exhausted or extremely tired
I worked so much last night that when I finish,
I was wiped out.
to be wired
to be nervous, tense, jumpy, itching, worked up
As a result of not sleeping, I am wired.
to be wise
to be perceptive or discerning
He is one of the wisest men that I have ever known.
to be wise beyond one's years
(said to a young person who is especially
perceptive or discerning)
That young man is wise beyond his years.
to be wise to
to be hep to or privy to normally inaccessible information, be

in the know
I am wise to all her moods so don’t worry.
to be wishy-washy
to be indecisive or weak, have no backbone
You are wishy-washy. Make a decision and stick to it.
to be with
to be the problem with (usually in a question)
What is with the new hairstyle?
to be with all one's heart
seriously, really, seriously, or truly
It is with all my heart, I am sorry.
to be with one's heart in one's boots
1.
to be greatly depressed, dispirited or crestfallen
2.

to be alarmed or disquieted, have trepidation

to be with one's heart in one's mouth
to be fearful or apprehensive
When I entered the house, it was with her
heart in her mouth.
to be within a hair's breath
almost, within seconds, very small space
and distance
He was within a hair's breath of being put
to death.
to be within a stone's throw
almost, just about, or not quite succeed
I was within a stone's throw of having it all.
to be within earshot
to not be out of range of being overheard
Do you know that you're still within

earshot of the microphone.
to be within one's grasp
to be within one's reach
My understanding of French is within
my grasp.
to be within one's right
to act legally in one's own interest
It is within my right to have a lawyer present.
to be without
to not have, not have present
I am never without my address book.
to be without a backbone
to be spineless, weak or not courageous
He will not help you; he is without a backbone.
to be without a shadow of a doubt
to have no doubt, not be without any doubt or ambiguity
He is without a shadow of a doubt the rightful leader.
to be without bias
to be without prejudice, be neutral or treat fairly
Although she has her faults, this book is without bias.
to be wobbling
to be unsteady, shaky, swaying or tottering
When I got off the boat, I was wobbling. I thought that
I was going to fall.
to be wobbly
to be unsteady, shaky, swaying or tottering
When I got off the boat, I was wobbly. I thought that
I was going to fall.
to be womanish (insulting/sexist)

to be weak, unmanly, effeminate, meek
To be womanish is to be considered a weak man.
to be wonder struck
to be astounded, astonished, amazed, or startled
All I can is that I was wonder struck.
to be wooden-headed
to be a person who is dull, dull-witted,
slow, or slow-witted
He is a wooden head idiot who does not understand
anything.
to be woozy
to feel light-headed or faint
Because I haven’t eaten all day, I am woozy.
to be worldly
worldly-minded, materialistic
to be worldly-wise
to be sophisticated or urbane
to be worm-like
to be a person who is groveling, subservient, stooping
or cringing
She is so worm-like that I have lost all respect for her.
to be worn-out
to be spent, spent, exhausted
I have never been so tired; I'm worn-out.
to be the worse for the wear
to be in worse condition, be not as well as before
After he went to the university, he was worse for the wear.
to be washed out
1.
to be flat, faded, bleached, bleached out

These jeans are all washed out. You should
throw them away.
2.

to be exhausted, dog-tired, bone weary, too poop to pop,
knocked up, dead on one’s feet, played out or dead-tired
If I don’t rest, I will drop. I am washed out.

to be washed up
to be sunk, finished, all over, kaput, done for, cooked
In this town, he no longer has any creditability ; he is
washed up.
to be worth one’s salt
to be worthy of respect and admiration
The highest compliment that I can give my father is
that he was worth his salt.
to be worth one’s weight in gold
to be valuable, rewarding, profitable or useful
As far as the company is concerned, she is worth her
weight in gold.
to be worthwhile
to be useful, helpful, expedient or functional
The inspection were indeed worthwhile.
to be wrapped up
to be immersed, totally involved, all
wound up in
She is so wrapped up with her boyfriend that she
has completely abandoned her friends.
to be wringing wet
to be soaking, very wet or soak and wet
I’m wringing wet so I have to change.
to be written off
to be dismissed, ignored or treated as insignificant

Because of the power of his father, all his expenses
were written off.
to be wrung dried
to be spent, worn out or exhausted
As a result of being with the children all day,
she has been wrung dried.
to be years since one has set eyes on
to be a long time one has not seen someone
It's been years since I've set eyes on my sister.
to be yellow
to have no backbone, be chicken-hearted, yellow,
without backbone
to be yellow-bellied
to have no backbone, be chicken-hearted, yellow,
without backbone
to be yellow-livered
to be cowardly, yellow, fearful
Don't be so yellow-livered.
to be young at heart
to act and behave as if one were still young.
Don't confuse with being young at heart with
acting like a child.
to be yucky (yukky)
to be gory, disgusting or revolting
It was so yucky that I aghast.
to be yummy
to be flavorful, good-tasting or tasty
These candies are yummy.
to be zealous
to be eager, passionate, wholehearted or ardent
He is zealous in his belief.

to be zonked out
to be fast asleep, dead to the world or sleeping heavily
He is going to zonked out for the rest of the night.
to not bat an eye
to show no emotion on one’s face, be stoic, have
one’s facial expression not change
When I told him that I wanted a divorce, he did
not bat an eye.
to not be a silver bullet
to not be a magical or quick solution
This radiation treatment can help but it is
not a silver bullet.
to not be able to call to mind
to not be able to remember or recollect
I can not call to mind his name.
to not be able to get out of one's mind
to not be able to stop thinking about
I can't get that man that I saw out of my mind.
to not be able to say boo to a goose
to be very shy, timid or bashful
She is so shy that she is not even able to say
boo to a goose.
to not be able to stand
to not be able to support, bear or tolerate
I’m not able to stand listening to him one more minute.
to not be able to stomach
to not be able to tolerate, put up with or brook
She is not able to stomach his behavior anymore.
to not be all right in the head

to be crazy, unusually odd, of unsound mind
I would stay out of his way; he is not all right in the head.
to not be all that
to not be
He is not all that handsome.
to not be all there
to be irrational, insane or mad
After the accident, he is not all there.
to not be born yesterday
to be perceptive, smart, keen or conscious
I don’t know what you think but I was not
born yesterday.
to not be caught dead with
to not be wanted to seen with, not want others to
see one with
I would not be caught dead with her at the prom.
to not be considered
to be beyond consideration, absurd or impossible
Her questions are not to be considered.
to not be counted out
to not be dismissed or discounted, be seen as significant
or relevant
Be careful, he can not be counted out, not just yet.
to not be dry behind the ears
to be raw, in one’s salad days or born yesterday
She still is not dry behind the ears.
to not be easily flustered
to be a relaxed or calm person, cool headed
Don’t worry about telling him; he is not easily flustered.
to not be had

to be rare or uncommon, be hard or almost impossible to get
Put your money away, bread is not to be had anywhere.
to not be in one's right mind
1.
to be crazy or deranged
He does not know what he's doing; he's not in
his right mind.
2.

to be emotionally, physically, or mentally
overwhelmed
She hasn't slept for days; she's not in his
right mind.

to not be in one's right mind
to be crazy, insane or irrational
He is not in his right mind.
to not be made of money
to not have a lot of money, have financial restraints
I can’t give you anymore; I am not made of money.
to not be much to look at
to be rather ugly, not good looking, short on looks or
not much for looks
She might not be much to look at but she is a very
nice person.
to not be on the job
to be asleep on the job, inattentive or unobservant
Go to his supervisor because he is not on the job.
to not be one’s cup of tea
to not be one’s choice or what one would like
I must admit that as a candidate he is not my
cup of tea.
to not be playing with a full deck
to be crazy, demented, or unbalanced
He is rather different; he's not playing with a full deck.

to not be right in the head
to be mentally or emotionally sick
He is not responsible for what he did; he's not right in the head.
to not be the sharpest knife in the drawer
to be dumb, not very intelligent or not the most intelligent
Why are you listening to him? You know that he is not be
the sharpest knife in the drawer.
to not be up to par
to not be good enough, not be at all satisfactory,
be lacking
This work is not up to par; you must do it again!
to not be up to snuff
to not be up to par, badly done, done in a slipshod or shoddy
manner
Do this again! This paper is not up to snuff.
to not be worth a hill a beans
to be of little or no import, inconsequential or negligible
What he said is not worth a hill a beans.
to not be worth a plug nickel
to be worthless or not worth anything, not have any value
This car is not worth a plug nickel. Trash it!
to not be worth a straw
to be unimportant, no matter, of little or no account
I do not know what he had meant to write but
what he did write is not worth a straw.
to not be worth mentioning
to be of little or no import, inconsequential, hollow
or negligible
Why do you insist on talking about him. Frankly, he is
not worth mentioning.

to not be worth the paper it is printed on
to be worthless, have no value, be worth a plug nickel
You were cheated. These stocks are not worth the
paper they are printed on.
to not be worth the price
to pay too much, pay an arm and a leg, pay a lot
of money for
I love living here but the apartment was not worth
the price.
to not be worth wasting one’s breath on
to be immaterial, inconsequential or insignificant
This proposal is not worth wasting my breath on.
It stinks!

More Expression with ‘to be’
to be a bag of worms
to be a lot of trouble or problems, be a hot potato
Can’t you see that this is a bag of worms.

to be a bare-branch
a Chinese translation of men who are not married and who
have little hope of ever getting married
It is dangerous to have too many bare branches in society.
to be a big mouth
1.
to speak or talk too loudly
She is a big mouth who must is embarrassing.
2.

to be a braggart or show off
She is a big mouth who loves telling everyone
about her accomplishments.

to be a big tent
to be a party, community or association which accepts
diversity
There are those who believe that the Republican party
is a big tent party. I do not.
to be a blabbermouth
to not know how to keep a secret or hold one’s tongue, jaw, be
a magpie or chatterbox
He is a blabbermouth who can not keep any secrets.
to be a black eye
to be a mark of shame or dishonor
The slums in the U.S. is a black eye to the country.
to be a bluenose
to be queasy, overnice, overdelicate, delicate or overrefined
You have to be careful with her; she is a bluenose.
to be a brown-noser
to be simpering, fawning, compliant, submissive, menial,
groveling or crawling
He is a brown-noser who will do anything.
to be a bull shitter
to be a braggart, peacock, strutter or bluster

You are nothing but a bull shitter. I don’t believe
anything that you say.
to be a buttinsky
to be a snoop, busybody or meddler
Stop being such a buttinsky. Mind your own business.
to be a chicken hawk
to be a person who strongly advocate war but when given the
opportunity decline to fight themselves
It is easy to be a chicken hawk.
to be a crashing bore
to be a thorn in the side or flesh, frightful bore, a
cross to bear
Please, I rather die before going with him. He is a
crashing bore.
to be a deadly shot
to be a good or excellent shot, be able to hit the mark or target
I would be careful arguing with him; he is a deadly shot?
to be a downer
to be nag, pest, pill, crashing bore, a thorn in the side
or flesh
You are a downer who get on my nerve.
(to be a ) face card
to be the king, queen, or jack of playing card
I don't have any more face cards.
to be a flat tire
to be a drip, downer, cross to bear or hard to stand
I don’t like to go to party with her; she is a flat tire.
to be a free-for-all
to be street fighting or bedlam, be an uprising, fracas,

upheaval or turmoil
Someone, please call the police. This is now a free-for-all.
(to be) a ghost-detainee
to be a secret prisoner without records or paper-trail
Supposedly, it is illegal to have ghost detainees.
to be a goody-goody
to be too nice for words, prim and proper, uptight, a nice-nelly,
a namby-pamby or a bluenose
She won’t help you; she is a goody-goody.
to be a goody two-shoes
to be namby-pamby, a goody-goody, be too nice for words,
la-di-da or simpering
She is a goody two-shoes who feels that she is too good.
to be a gossip
to be a rumormonger, loud mouth, magpie, blabbermouth or
chatterbox
It pains me to say but your mother is a gossip.
(to be) a ground-swell
to be a sudden, unexpected or unforeseen increase
There was a ground-swell of support that seem to come
out of nowhere.
to be a hard-nose
to be deadened, callous, unsympathetic, hardened or shrewd
He's such an unpopular boss because he is such a hard-nose
director.
to be a hoopla
to be a disturbance, disruption, to-do, commotion, ruckus
This is nothing but a hoopla.
to be a horde
to be a group, throng or pack

A horde of people is a group of out of control people.
to be a horse-trader
to exchange or trade where each side tried to get
the most
A good politician is an excellent horse trader.
to be a hullabaloo
to be a to-do, ruckus, commotion, disturbance, hullabaloo
or fracas
What is this hullabaloo all about? I don’t understand why
this is happening.
to be a kibitzer
to be a meddler, snoop or interloper
She is someone you have to watch; she is a kibitzer.
to be a loud mouth
to be a braggart or boaster
He is such a loud mouth, always bragging about
his accomplishments.
to be a magpie
gossip, rumormonger, loud mouth, windbag, magpie,
blabbermouth or chatterbox
To put it simply, he is a magpie.
to be a mealy-mouth
to not be direct or explicit, be vague or ambiguous
Don't be such a mealy-mouth and say what you want
to say!
to be a mouthpiece
to be a spokesman, spokeswoman, surrogate, rep
spokesperson
He was only a mouthpiece; he can not make any decisions.
to be a nosy-body

to be a meddler, snoop, kibitzer, busy-body
She is a nosy-body who loves minding other people’s business.
to be a pain in the neck
to be a thorn in the flesh, pea in the shoe or loser
I love my nephew but he is a pain in the neck.
to be a pain in the rear
to be a pest, pill or pain in the butt
Let me tell you that that child is a pain
in the rear.
to be a quick study
to learn quickly, be able to assimilate information fast and
without difficulty
The fact that he does not have much experience in foreign policy
is no problem. He is a quick study.
to be a rumormonger
to be a gossip, loud mouth, magpie, blabbermouth or
chatterbox
You are nothing but a rumormonger who does not have
a life.
to be a slap in the face
to be snubbed, derided, affronted, repulsed or rebuked
His remark was a slap in the face.
to be a stand-in
to be a representative, proxy, rep or spokesperson
Although he is only a mouthpiece of the president,
I think that he has the power to act.
to be a surge
to be a sudden groundswell, upswing, upsweep or increase of
Without any warning, there was a upsurge of support
that took even took me to surprise.
to be a swarm

to be a litter, clutter, mess, group, brood, multitude or throng
There is a swarm of people in your front yard. Don’t come out.
to be a throng
to be a heap, motley, clutter, litter, group, hodgepodge, multitude,
patchwork or throng
A throng ran toward into the building and destroyed it.
to be a to-do
to be ruckus, commotion, disturbance, hullabaloo or fracas
This is a to-do which is getting way out of control.
to be a windbag
to be a peacock or bull shooter, be haughty or bluffer
She is nothing but a windbag.
to be a yes-man
to play up to, earn brownie, fawn upon, flatter
He never criticizes his boss; he is a yes-man.
to be always on the look out for gossip
to be a person who is alert, receptive, perceptive or keen to the
information or conversation of others
She is a snoop; she is always on the look out for gossip.
to be always the bride’s maid but never the bride
to always be second best, never be the center of attention or
the one who is celebrated or lauded
I feel so sorry for him. She is always the bride’s maid but
never the bride.
to be an average working joe
to be an average worker, working stiff or laborer, not
be an executive or manager
It is horrible being an average working joe. We are the
ones who pay the taxes.
to be an average working stiff
to be an average working joe, worker or laborer

Although I am an average working stiff, I do know
something about economics.
to be aped
to monkeyed, imitated, copied, mimicked, parroted
I do not appreciate being aped.
to be as clear as the nose on one’s face
to be obvious, blatant, glaring, unmasked, visible, apparent
or public
What he believes is as clear as the nose on your face.
to be as mean as a rattler
to be mean, always in a bad mood, vicious or hateful
Be careful, she is as mean as a rattler.
to be as plain as the nose on one’s face
to not hide what one is feeling, make one’s feelings obvious,
visible, apparent or public
His guilt is as plain as the nose on his face.
to be as subtle as a bulldozer
to be obvious, glaring like a red flag or apparent
She is as subtle as a bulldozer.
to be bad-tempered
to be mean, grouchy, mean as a rattler or grumpy
She has her good days but frankly, in general, she
is bad-tempered.
to be baffled
to be thrown for a loss, shocked, startled, surprised or
astonished
I was baffled by his statement.
to be bagged
to be captured, landed, taken as prisoner, netted, seized or
caught

He was bagged with a minimum amount of problems.
to be ballyhooed
to be plugged, built or puffed up, advertised, promoted, boosted
or put in the limelight
Why is this work being so ballyhooed? It’s not that good.
to be beaten good
to totally lose, be thoroughly defeated, left in the dust or edged out
You must admit that you were beaten good.
to be bedlam
to be a free-for-all, uprising, fracas, scuffle, upheaval, or turmoil
This is bedlam. Call the police!
to be beyond a shadow of a doubt
to be clear, discernible, laid bare, pronounced or unambiguous
You know the truth; it is beyond a shadow of a doubt.
to be blaring
to be extremely or too loud, deafening, resounding or loud sounding
All night his music was blaring.
to be boggled over
to be bowled over, not be able to believe one’s eyes
or ears, be flabbergasted, left open-mouthed or thunderstruck
They were boggled by the president’s actions.
to be booming
to be very loud, too loud, noisy, blaring, harsh, screeching
His music is booming to such an extent that I’m going to
call the police.
to be bootlicking
to be slivering, scraping, bowing, grovel or bowing and
scraping

Look how he is acting. Can’t you see that he
is bootlicking.
to be bored stiff
to be greatly bored or exasperated, have one’s patience taxed,
be bored stiff or tears
I have to get out and get some fresh air. I am bored stiff.
to be bored to death
to be greatly bored or exasperated, have one’s patience taxed,
be bored stiff or tears
At the party, I was bored to death.
to be bored to tears
to be greatly bored or exasperated, have one’s patience taxed,
be bored stiff or tears
I normally enjoy his writing but I am bored to tears with
this book
to be born yesterday
to be in one’s salad days, naïve, tender or green
She acts like she was born yesterday.
to be bottled up
to be circumscribed, restricted, penned or hemmed in,
caged or confined
The bill has been bottled up in committee for months.
to be bowled over
to be amazed, surprised, not be able to believe one’s eyes
or ears, be flabbergasted, left open-mouthed or thunderstruck
I can tell you is that your statement bowled over everyone present.
to be boxed in
to be penned or hemmed in, confined, restricted, constricted,
or penned or caged
I am boxed in and I have no where else to go.
to be brainy

to be bookish, ivory- towerish, long-headed
He is brainy; therefore, at times he gets teased.
to be brash
to be vociferous, loud, have a big mouth
She is embarrassing; she is so brash.
to be brought out
to be rolled or trotted out, exhibited, brought forward
His fashion designs were brought out during the season.
to be brought forward
to be exhibited, brought, trotted or rolled out
His plans were brought forward and was immediately
shot down.
to be brow beaten
to be abused, intimidated, overawed, coerced, treated badly
or battered
He has always allowed himself to be browed beaten.
to be bugged
to be eavesdropped on or wiretapped, have one’s conversations
secretly listened to and/or recorded
While I had belonged to that political party, I was bugged by a
number of government agencies.
to be burnt out
to be tired out, depleted, drained, exhausted, done in,
tired, worn out
I am burnt out; therefore, I have to test.
to be bursting with
to be full of, be in large quantity, more than adequate, in galore, in
abundance, bountiful or in excess
This place is bursting with people who are eager to learn and get ahead.
to be bushed

to be ready to drop, burnt out, tired out, depleted, drained,
exhausted, done in, tired, worn out
I’m going straight to bed. I am bushed!
to be butchered
to be killed by knifing, axing, stabbing, severing or cutting
The population was butchered.
to be by a hair’s breath
to be by the narrowest of margin, by a tinny whinny, by a bit,
by a nose or by an inch
It was by a hair’s breath that I got out alive.
to be by a tinny-whinny
to be nose to nose, to be by a narrow or slim margin, scarcely, by
a bit, by a nose or by an inch
Yes, she passed but it was by a tinny-whinny.
to be by a whisker
to be by a bit, by a nose, by an inch, by a whisker, hair's
breath, skin of one's teeth
Yes, he won but it was by a whisker.
to be cagey
to be shifty, be abstruse, ambiguous, vague or ambivalent,
be hard to pin down or hard to catch
He is cagey; therefore, you will never get him to take a position.
to be casehardened
to be bullet-headed, hard-bitten, matter-of-fact, marble hearted,
frigid, unbending or thick-skinned
As a result of being a detective, she is casehardened.
to be cast iron
to be made to last, sturdy, tough, iron, long lasting
He is like cast iron.
to be checkmated

to be frustrated, hamstrung, hampered or hindered
All I can say that I was checkmated.
to be chipped
to have a hole in, be nicked, scratched, gashed or scraped
This is chipped beyond repair.
to be chucked full of
to have a great abundance of, be in large quantity, more than
adequate or replete with
Our house was always chucked full of love and understanding.
to be clobbered
to be pummeled, whacked, socked, beaten up or whacked
He is used to being clobbered by his enemies.
to be closed-minded
to be confined, parochial, constricted or narrow-minded
He won’t listen to you; he is closed-minded.
to be cockamamie
to be crazy, silly, cockeyed, ridiculous, ludicrous, silly
You can not be serious; this is cockamamie.
to be coming apart at the seams
to be having a breakdown, going to pieces, cracking up
As a result of what happen, she is coming apart at the seams.
to be cooped up
to be boxed or walled in, restricted, constricted or confined
Living here, I feel that I am cooped up.
to be cornered
to be penned in, constricted, caged, boxed in or cooped up,
not be allowed free movement
It was only once she was corned did she think about giving up.
to be crawling

to be groveling, scraping or fawning
Why are you always crawling? Stand up!
to be creamed
to be beaten up, whacked, clobbered, licked, given one’s hat
He was creamed by his opponent.
to be crippled
to be hampered, hindered, handicapped, foiled, thwarted
or hamstrung
I was crippled by my family’s debt.
to be crude
to be base, uncouth, boorish or crass
He is crude; therefore, you can not bring him.
to be deaf to new ideas
to be unhearing, jaundice, bias, dogmatic or intolerant
You are deaf to new ideas; therefore, I have given up trying
to convince you that I have a point.
to be deafening
to thundering, clamorous, boisterous, extremely or too or very loud
Turn down your music; it is deafening.
to be done in
to be exhausted, worn out, pooped or pooped out
I can’t go anywhere tonight. I am done in.
to be doubled-over
to be folded, creased or folded back
The page was doubled-over.
to be dragged through the mud
to be defamed, derided, aspersed, impugned, slurred or
smeared
As a result of talking, I was dragged through the mud.

to be drowsy
to be sleepy, groggy, barely able to keep one’s eyes open
I am too drowsy to drive.
to be dumped on
to be put or run down, have a hatchet job done on one, have a number
done on one
While living with him, I was constantly being dumped on.
to be earth shattering
to be noisy, blaring, thundering, clamorous, boisterous, extremely,
too or very loud, harsh, screeching
The noise was earth shattering and, therefore, scared me to death.
to be easy on the ear
to be pleasant, pleasing, pleasurable or soothing to listen to
Soft jazz is very easy on the ear.
to be egged on
to be encourage, urged or spurred on, exhorted or goaded
into
He was egged on to do absolutely horrible things.
to be face time
1.
to be a brief appearance on television
If he's lucky, a reporter has only about two minutes
of face time.
2.

to be a brief face-to-face meeting usually with an especially
important person
I had face time with the president of the company.

to be far-fetched
to be unlikely, incredible, hard to swallow or implausible
I know what you said but your story is far-fetched.
to be fazed

to be upset, thrown off balance, distracted, dismayed or
unhinged
I control myself to act as if I were not fazed.
to be foiled
to be scotched, hamstrung, stopped, sabotaged or impeded
I have to leave because I am always being foiled here.
to be footlicking
to be bootlicking, slivering, scraping, bowing, grovel or
bowing and scraping
Look how he is acting. Can’t you see that he
is footlicking.
to be for all the world to see
to be overtly, in a manner which is unhidden, unveiled
or not shrouded
You are as blind as a bat; the keys were for all the world
to see.
to be framed
to be railroaded, be falsely accused or charged
He was framed by the police.
to be freaked out
to be upset, thrown off balance, perturbed, flustered, jarred
or jolted
Frankly, I was freaked out by the photos.
to be full of bull shit
to be full of hot air, be a bull shooter, blowhard, windbag
or bluffer
Why do you listen to him? He is full of bull shit.
to be full of hot air
to bluffer, brag, boast, sing one’s own praises
He doesn’t have any money; he is full of hot air.

to be given a bum’s rush
to be put-down, snubbed, slapped in the face, cut or kicked
in the pants
When I went to the party, I was given a bum’s rush.
to be given fair warning to
to be forewarned, advised, given warning or alerted
You had been given fair warning to evacuate. You chose
to ignore it.
to be given the once over
to be inquired into, investigated, probed or checked over
These papers were given the once over but nothing was found.
to be glaring like a red flag
to be obvious, stick out like a sore thumb or pronounced
You did not notice because you chose not to. Her pain
was glaring like a red flag.
to be goaded into
to be urged or spurred on, prompted or urged
Although he was goaded into doing it, it is still his fault.
to be going to pieces
to be coming apart at the seams, having a breakdown,
cracking up
She is going to pieces because she refuses to accept the truth.
to be gone over with a fine-tooth comb
to be scrutinized, investigated, thoroughly researched or searched
This house was gone over with a fine-tooth comb but we found
nothing.
to be grubby
to be unclean, unwashed, messy, ratty, scruffy so
He is nice but why does he have to be so grubby.

to be hamstrung
to be frustrated, stopped, foiled or undermined
I am constantly being hamstrung by my friends
and family.
to be handicapped
to be crippled, hampered, hindered, foiled, thwarted
or hamstrung
He refuses to admit that he is being handicapped by his
lifestyle.
to be hanging by a thread
to be in a situation or condition which unstable, about to fall,
on the edge or trembling
I feel that my life is hanging by a thread.
to be hard-bitten
to be cold, hardhearted, casehardened, impervious, insentient,
inflexible or hardboiled
There are two facts about her that you must remember; she is
hard-bitten and cold.
to be hard to catch
to be shifty, be abstruse, ambiguous, vague or ambivalent, be
hard to pin down or cagey
You will never get his help; he is too hard to catch.
to be hard to pin down
to mince words, be vague, ambiguous, hedging or slippery
You will never get an answer out of him. He is hard to
to pin down.
to be hard to stand
to not be able to stand, pill, drip or hard to swallow
He is hard to stand for more than an hour.
to be hard to swallow
to be incredible, implausible, far-fetched, hard to believe or
unbelievable

This new turn of event is hard to swallow.
to be hard to take
to be difficult or almost impossible to accept, reconcile
oneself to or digest
I know that it is the law but it is going to be hard to take.
to be hard to tell
to be hard to see or know if it is true or not
It is very hard to tell if he is being serious.
to be hazed
to be ridiculed, taunted, badgered, bantered or made
a fool of
The new students were hazed by the upper classmen.
(to be) heads up
to be vigilant, awake, watchful, or on the watch for
Heads up. The teacher is coming.
to be heeded
to not be ignored, be listened to or paid attention to
Because of her personality, she has never been heeded.
to be hemmed in
to be penned in, restricted, kept within bounds or hampered,
not be allowed to move around freely
I was so hemmed in that I almost did not get out.
to be high and mighty
to be stuck up, haughty, presumptuous, disdainful, arrogant,
vain or pretentious
You need to stop being so high and mighty.
to be high-brow
to be intellectual, scholarly, academic
I do not feel comfortable in high-brow society.

to be highfalutin
to be disdainful, haughty, snobbish, proud, self-admiring or
conceited
You are so highfalutin that you think that you are better
than everyone.
to be hilarious
to be too much for words, sidesplitting, too funny for words or
extremely funny
His jokes are hilarious.
to be hit between the eyes
to be boggled, leave breathless, set one back on one’s heels,
take one’s breath away
I was hit between the eyes by when they did.
to be holier-than-thou
to be squeamish, oversensitive, pious, prudish, priggish, prim,
sanctimonious
Be careful. Don’t be holier-than-thou.
to be hunted out
to be ferreted out, investigated, unearthed, delved or looked into
The fugitives were hunted out and found.
to be in cahoots
to be working secretly together, conspire
I now have evidence that the two countries have been in cahoots.
to be in front of the whole world
to be before one’s very eyes, in plain view, right out in the open
She was in front of the whole world when she proclaimed her love.
to be in plain view
to be in full view, in the open, in the public or not under cover
You are as blind as a bat; the keys are in plain view.
to be in shark-infested water

to be extremely dangerous and risky situation
He is in shark-infested water mixing religion and politics.
to be in the driver’s seat
to be the boss or in complete control
He will only be in a situation where he is in the driver’s seat.
to be jam packed
to be bountiful, in excess, numerous, in large quantity, more than
adequate or replete with
This reading is jam packed with difficult and foreign words.
to be jarred
to be unhinged, put in an uncomfortable situation, put out,
distracted or discountenanced
I was jarred by her suggestion and recommendation.
to be jaundice
to be bias, dogmatic or intolerant, be close or narrow minded
He is so jaundice that nothing you say can make any difference.
to be jettisoned
to be physically or forcefully removed from a place, be obliged
to leave an establishment
As a result of getting drunk, he was jettisoned from the bar.
to be kept at arm’s length
to be kept at a distant, put aside, avoid, shunned or
kept at bay
During my whole time at the company, I was kept at
arm’s length.
to be kept at bay
to be avoided, side-stepped, kept at a distant, put aside,
evaded, avoided, or kept at a distant
I refuse being kept at bay anymore. I want to know what
is happening.

to be kept within bounds
to be restricted, confined, walled in, boxed or hemmed
in, held in check
It is very important that his power be kept within bounds.
to be kicked in the pants
to be given a bum’s rush, snubbed or put down
I was kicked in the pants by his attitude.
to be knifed
to be slashed, stabbed, cut, swiped, slit or lacerated
He was knifed last night.
to be la-di-da
to be Miss Prim and Proper, fastidious, dainty, simpering or priggish
She is la-di-da.
to be left dumbfounded
to be left stunned, amazed, shocked, stunned or astonished
Frankly, I was left dumbfounded by his statement.
to be left open-mouthed
to be boggled, bowled over, not be able to believe one’s eyes
or ears, be flabbergasted or thunderstruck
I was left open-mouthed by his and your behavior.
to be let loose
to be set loose, untied, freed, untied, let go, unchained,
liberated or turned loose
He demanded that the kidnap victim be let loose.
to be long nosed
to be overcurious, nosy, a busybody or snoop
She is long nosed and, therefore, can not be trusted.
to be looked down on
to be disparaged, derided, insulted or slighted, have one’s nose
turn up at

Considering his life, he is used to being looking down on.
to be lost in wonder.
to be looked into
to be probed, investigated, scrutinized, inquired into, have no
stone left unturned.
This matter must be looked into so that we understand
what went wrong.
to be lost in wonder
to be caught up short or off guard, not be able to believe, left
dumbfounded
I am lost in wonder with this type of behavior.
to be loud
to be boisterous or noisy
Must you be so loud.
to be loud enough to wake the dead
to be resounding, rambunctious, thundering, clamorous, boisterous,
extremely, too or very loud
That party was loud enough to wake the dead.
to be low-brow
to be vulgar, illiterate, ill-bred or uncultivated
To him, comic book literature is low brow.
to be manhandled
to be pushed around, roughed up, cowed, bullied, have
one’s arm twisted
While in custody, he was manhandled by the officials.
to be marred
to be scratched up, disfigured, mutilated, damaged or flawed
It is ashamed that this table is so marred.
to be mindful
to be all eyes and ears, on one’s toes, vigilant, watchful

or on the watch for
You must always be mindful of where you are.
to be made a monkey out of
to be teased, ragged, hazed, ridiculed, taunted, badgered,
bantered or make a fool of
I hate to admit it but he made a monkey out of me.
to be nose to tail (a vehicle)
to be cars moving or standing close behind one another, be in a traffic
jam or tie up, be bumper to bumper
We were nose to tail for hours.
to be Miss Prim and Proper
to be prudish, too nice, squeamish, oversensitive or
puritanical
She drives me crazy; she is Miss Prim and Proper who must
have everything in its place.
to be namby-pamby
to be a goody-goody or goody two-shoes, be too nice for words,
prim and proper or uptight
She acts like she is so delicate. She is so namby-pamby.
to be narrow-minded
to be provincial, myopic, limited, confined or parochial
He is narrow-minded; therefore, stop wasting your time.
to be nicked
1.
to have a dent in, be dented, scratched, marred or marked
This window has been nicked several times.
2.

to be victimized, defrauded, taken for a ride or
swindled
I was nicked.

to be no skin off one's nose
to be unsympathetic, not care, not to be worried or concerned about
Do what you want; it is no skin off my nose.

to be no daylight between
to be in total agreement with
There was no daylight between the President and his vice- President.
to be nose to nose
to be by a narrow or slim margin, scarcely or by a fraction of an inch
They were nose to nose; therefore, I don’t know who won.
to be on guard
to be wary, guarded, apprehensive, vigilant, watchful or
on the watch for
I am always on guard when I am in school.
to be on one’s high horses
to be have one’s nose in the air, be hoity-toity, big-headed
haughty, presumptuous, arrogant, lordly, pompous
You are not so fantastic; therefore, there is no need to be
on your high horses.
to be on one’s knees
to fawn, flatter, boot-lick, bow and scrape, kiss one’s
feet
She got on her knees and begged for peace.
to be on the letter
to be right on the money, on the mark, precise or on the button
You are on the letter; that is exactly what I mean.
to be on the money
to be on the mark, hit the nail on the head, be right
You are on the money so I would not worry.
to be on the target
to get it on the nose, be precise, exact or correct
You are on the target!
to be on the upsweep

to boost up, be on the increase, step up, escalate
Luckily, his support is on the upsweep.
to be on the upswing
to be on the increase, be skyrocketing, elevating or
shooting up
Lately, everything has been on the upswing.
to be one-sided
to be unhearing, jaundice, limited, constricted or deaf to reason
You are one-sided and bias.
to be out of earshot
to be far away enough so as not be overheard
I don't know what they were talking about. They were out
of earshot.
to be out of sorts
to be sick, queasy, under the weather or ill, not feel well
Frankly, I don’t know what is the matter; I am out of sorts.
to be out on one's ear
to be ejected, evicted or expelled from an establishment
If you keep making problems, you're going to be out on your ear.
to be overturned
to be turned upside down, turned topsy-turvy, tipped or
knocked over
The contents of my purse was overturned by the machine.
to be paid off
to be bribed, bought off, corrupt, have one’s palm grease
I will not be paid off by anyone.
to be pandered to
to be pampered, waited on hand and foot, attended, attended
to the convenience or made comfortable

This part of the population is always pandered to.
to be parroted
to be monkeyed, aped, imitated, copied, mimicked
He is always being parroted by his men. They don’t
respect him very much.
to be plain to see
to be under one’s nose, in one’s face, in front of the whole world or
for all the world to see
He did not have to look very hard; everything was plain to see.
to be played out
to be bushed, burnt out, tired out, depleted, drained,
exhausted, done in, worn out
I am played out so I’ll see you tomorrow.
to be polished
to be well-bred, cultivated, refined or cultured, have good
or refined taste
She is so polished that she no longer seems human.
to be pommeled
to be beaten up, given a sound beating to, pummeled,
whacked or socked
I am tired of being pommeled by you when you are in
a bad mood.
to be pretty near
to be almost or close, not quite, near or so close that one could
taste it
He was pretty near but in the end, he did not make it.
to be priggish
to be squeamish, oversensitive, pious, prudish, simpering
or goody-goody
You have to be careful talking to her; she is priggish.

to be prim and proper
to be too nice for words, , uptight, goody-goody, nice-nelly,
namby-pamby, a bluenose
You would think that she had been born in nunnery; she’s
just so prim and proper.
to be prudish
to be fastidious, uptight, goody-goody, dainty or squeamish
Stop being prudish. You are not living in a fantasy land.
to be puffed-up
to be swell-headed, smug or cocky, have one’s nose in the air
She is puffed up because she was elected chairperson.
to be pulled up by the roots
to be completely destroyed, crushed or smashed
The culture was pulled up by the roots.
to be pulled up short
to be upset, perturbed, thrown off balance, unhinged or
freaked out
I was pulled up short by his remarks.
to be pummeled
to be beaten up, given a sound beating to, pummeled,
whacked or socked
I am tired of being pummeled by you when you are in
a bad mood.
to be punch drunk
to be slaphappy, confused, spacey or mixed-up
I am so tired that I am punch drunk.
to be put down
to be run down, berated, strongly criticized, derided or cut up
I will not be put down by you or anyone.
to be put on the map

to be promoted, plugged, made known, pushed or talked up
have the drum beaten for
Because of this story, we will be put on the map.
to be put out
to be irritated, bothered, annoyed, exasperated or chafed
All I can say is that I was put out by the class.
to be put out of order
to be upended, upset, strewn about, disarranged or turned
upside down
Everything in my life has been put out of order. I want this
to stop!
to be queasy
1.
to be overnice, squeamish, overdelicate, fussy or overparticular
She is so queasy about everything.
2.

to be nervous, uneasy, uncomfortable, fretful or itching
Frankly, I am queasy about this whole thing.

3.

to not be feeling too well, sick at the stomach, ill
I am queasy; I feel as if I am going to be sick.

to be ragged
to be hazed, ridiculed, taunted, badgered, bantered or made
a fool of
Before losing control, he was being ragged by his classmates.
to be railroaded
to be falsely accused or charged, be framed
I am now in prison because I was railroaded.
to be ready to drop
to be burnt out, tired out, depleted, drained, exhausted,
done in, tired, worn out
I am so tired that I am ready to drop.
to be relegated to the circular file

to be thrown out, eliminated, jettisoned or deep-sixed
My résumé was relegated to the circular file.
to be rendered speechless
to be left incredulous, amazed, astonished or left speech
I was rendered speechless by this statement.
to be right on the money
to be on the mark, precise or exact
Yes. You are right on the money.
to be right out in the open
to be uncloaked, unmasked, made manifest, known or evident
I do not hide. I am right out in the open.
to be right under one's very nose
to be so close or near to one that one would have to be
blind not to see
Here it is; it was right under your nose.
to be ripped
to be torn, snagged or pulled
The cloth was ripped badly.
to be ripped to shreds
to be torn to shreds or completely apart, be destroyed
I don’t know what happened but the document was
torn to shreds.
to be roped off
to be marked off, demarcated, delimited or restricted
This area must be roped off.
to be rooted to the spot
to be so scared, shocked, frightened or terrified
that one is unable to move
I was scared that I was rooted to the spot.

to be roughed up
to be worked over, beaten, physically abused, punched
or hit
Prisoners should not be roughed up.
to be running over with
to have a great abundance or oodles of, be in large quantity,
more than adequate or replete with
This area is running over with crime and poverty.
to be ruthless
to be a person who is relentless, unpitying, harsh
or unfeeling person
You can not accept any help from him; he is ruthless.
to be sapped
to be depleted, drained, exhausted, tired or burnt out
After exercising, I was sapped.
to be scotched
to be foiled, stopped, undermined or impeded
To put it simply, I was scotched.
to be scoured out
to be ferreted, scoured or hunted out, investigated, unearthed
All of these accusations will be scoured out for the public
to see.
to be seconded
to be endorsed, stood up for, backed or supported
Thank God, I was seconded without too much problem.
to be sent on a fool’s errand
to be razzed, made a fool out of, hazed, made a goat out of
or baited
He is always being sent on a fool’s errand.

to be set free
to be disenthralled, let loose, untied, unfettered, unshackled,
freed, emancipated or rescued
The prisoner was set free as soon as the truth was known.
to be set loose
to be let loose, untied, freed, untied, let go, unchained,
liberated or turned loose
I was set loose last night and I walk back here barefooted.
to be shaken up
to be put out, rattled, unsettled, discountenanced or distracted
I was shaken up by his remarks.
to be sharply contested
to be disputed, contended, challenged or call into question
The race was sharply contested.
to be sheepish
1.
to be shy, timid, bashful, shrinking, self-conscious
She is so sheepish that she never meets my eyes.
2.

to gentle, mild, docile, obedient or pliable
He was chosen because he is so sheepish.

to be short-circuited
to be hampered, hindered, cut the ground from under
or thwarted
He does not want the competition; therefore, I was short-circuited.
to be sidesplitting
to be too funny for words, extremely funny, uproarious or
too funny, be a riot
His joked is sidesplitting.
to be skimpy
to be slight, not adequate, poor, little or meager
You are always give a skimpy amount.

to be smelly
to be fishy, suspicious, strain one’s credibility, doubtful
This is just too smelly for me to accept.
to be short-circuited
to be stopped, impeded, foiled, hindered, hampered
I will be short-circuited by anyone, not even you.
to be shifty
to be abstruse, ambiguous, vague or ambivalent, be hard to
pin down or cagey
Forget it! He is too shifty to trust.
to be simpering
to be fawning, compliant, submissive, menial, groveling
or crawling
Must you be so simpering? Where’s your backbone?
to be slaphappy
1.
to be spacey, punch drunk, confused or mixed-up
As a result of not sleeping for more than a week, I
was slaphappy.
2.

to be giddy, silly, foolish or laughing
I don’t know why she is acting as if she were slaphappy.

to be slashed
1.
to be cut, torn, knifed, sliced or gashed
He was slashed rather badly with a very sharp knife.
2.

to be greatly reduced, discounted or cut the prices of
To get people in the store, prices were slashed.

to be slippery
to be cagey, hard to catch, be shifty, be ambiguous,
vague or ambivalent
The truth is that he is too slippery to pin down.
to be slivering
to be scraping, fawning, tractable, groveling or bowing
It does not help your case to be slivering.

to be smoked out
to be hunted, dug, searched or ferreted out, unearthed
The fugitive was smoked out and killed.
to be snarling
to be nasty, mean, unpleasant or bad-tempered
What is the matter with her? She is always so snarling.
to be spilling over with
to be in plentiful amount, inexhaustible, in unending supply,
abundant or overflowing with, have globs of
This world is spilling over with problems and conflicts.
to be spurred on
to be encouraged, egged or urged on, exhorted, goaded
into
He was spurred on by his family.
to be squeamish
to be prudish, delicate, prim and proper, demure, easily upset
She is squeamish to the extreme.
to be stale, male and pale
said of the persons in the rein of power, especially in business
stale means old and pale means white
Most boardrooms in the U.S. are stale, male and pale.
to be steeped to the eyebrows
to be overwhelmed, inundated, engulfed or totally
immersed, overcome, engulfed, inundated, immersed or
deluged by
I can’t meet you because I am steeped to the eyebrows in work.
to be stingy
to be mean, skimpy, meager or unwilling to share or give
Yes, she has a lot of money but she is stingy. She will
not help you.

to be stuck up on oneself
to be a snob, be snotty, stiff-necked or uppity
Can’t you tell that she is stuck up on herself.
to be swallowed up by
to be over come by, immersed or steeped in
I am so swallowed up by work that I don’t even have
time to breathe.
to be thrown a bone
to be given a small concession to pacify, be given a conciliatory
bribe or gift
To keep his mouth closed, he needs to be thrown a bone.
to be thrown for a loop
to be knocked for a loop, have one’s mind blown, be shocked,
astounded or startled
I was thrown for a loop by his behavior.
to be thrown off balance
to be unsettled, jolted, distracted, put out, jarred, rattled
I’m okay now. When he walked in, I was thrown off balance.
to be thrown off guard
to be surprised, amazed, astounded or left flabbergasted
I was, frankly, thrown off guard by his gentleness and
niceness.
to be thrown off the scent
to misled, led astray, given a bum steer to, deceived,
misguided, misdirected
Although she did her best, he was thrown off the scent.
to be thrown out bag and baggage
to be forced or obliged to totally and completely
leave or move out of a resident
This was no threat. Her husband was thrown out

bag and baggage.
to be thrown out of kilter
to be disconcerted, disquieted, discomposed or daunted
I was thrown out of kilter as a result of getting
today’s mail.
to be thrown out of whack
to be discomfited, disconcerted, bothered, disturbed,
flustered
I was thrown out of whack by his action.
to be thrown to the dogs
to be dismissed, brushed off, given the cold shoulder or
kissed off
He did not stand by me. I was thrown to the dogs.
to be tied down
to be fettered, handcuffed, tied, bounded, imprisoned,
yoked, fettered, shackled or chained
The prisoner was tied down and tortured.
to be tied up
to slow down, delay, jam up, slow-up, delay
I can’t get there on time because I am tied up in this meeting.
to be tipped off
to be cautioned, warned, advised, given warning, given fair warning
or alerted
I was tipped off by his mother where he was hiding.
to be tired out
to be depleted, drained, exhausted, tired, tired out
or burnt out
I can’t do anymore; I am tired out.
to be to one’s liking
to be what the doctor ordered, be welcoming, pleasing or agreeable

The way that you made this coffee is to my liking. Thank you.
to be to one’s taste
to be gratifying, to one’s fancy or delightful, be after one’s heart
At last I am in a situation which is to my taste.
to be Tomish (African-American reference)
to be fawning, tractable, deferential, compliant or submissive
You are so Tomish when you are in front of the boss.
to be too good for the rest
to be haughty, self-admiring, smug, vain or self-centered
She thinks that she is too good for the rest of us.
to be too much
to be sidesplitting, too funny for words, extremely funny,
uproarious or too funny, be a riot
His show was too much. I could not stop laughing.
to be too much for words
to be too much, sidesplitting, too funny for words, extremely funny,
uproarious or too funny
You have to listen to his CD. It is too much for words.
to be too nice for words
to be Miss Prim and Proper, fastidious, dainty or prudish
Stop acting as if you were too nice for words.
to be tractable
to be menial, scraping and bowing, groveling, or crawling
He’s not a man; he is too tractable.
to be trampled underfoot
to be trampled on, run or ridden over, knocked down
He has survived although the he was trampled underfoot.
to be treated with contempt

to be slighted, treated in a manner which is deigning, patronizing
or scornful
I will no longer accept being treated with contempt.
to be trotted out
to be rolled or brought out, be exhibited
At the funeral I know that his life story will be trotted out
and lauded.
to be turned loose
to be let loose, untied, freed, untied, let go, unchained,
liberated or turned loose, have the handcuffs taken off
Can you tell me when he will be turned loose?
to be turned out
to be supplanted, thrown out, ejected, forced out, expelled, kicked
out or put out
I am happy to say that the leader was finally turned out.
to be turned topsy-turvy
to be reversed, turned upside down, upset, upended, inversed
or inverted
I don’t know what to tell you; everything is turned topsy-turvy.
to be turned upside down
to be upended, upset, turned topsy-turvy, inversed or inverted
Everything was turned upside down as a result of his presence.
to be unable to see beyond one's own nose
to be aware or conscious of only one's own immediate
surroundings
He won't understand you. He is unable to see beyond
his own nose.
to be unable to see farther than the end of one's nose
to see only what is in front of one, be unsympathetic or not
empathetic
She can't sympathize with the victims because she can't

see farther than the end of her nose.
to be unable to walk in another’s shoes
to be bias, myopic, limited, constricted, one-sided, small-minded
You’re wasting your time because he is unable to walk in
another’s shoes.
to be Uncle Tomish (African-American reference)
to be menial, scraping and bowing, groveling, or crawling
One of the worst things to be is to be Uncle Tomish.
to be under a mountain of
to be swallowed up by, buried under, snowed under or under
a mountain of
We will be under a mountain of paperwork for quite a long time.
to be under an avalanche of
to be buried under, under a mountain of or snowed under
With this new job, I am under an avalanche of work.
to be under the eyes of
to be under the care or close observation of
He is under the eye of his mother.
to be under the weather
to be out of sorts, sick, queasy or ill, not feel well
I can’t come into work today; I am under the weather.
to be unfurled
to be shown, unveiled, unrolled, aired, spread out
The flag was unfurled and taken out.
to be unheard of
to be hard to believe, incredulous, strain one’s credibility
This type of behavior is unheard of.
to be unhinged
to be jarred, distracted, discountenanced or unsettled

I was unhinged by his presence.
to be unlooked-for
to be sudden, unforeseen, unexpected or without warning
I have to admit that all this support was unlooked-for.
to be up to one’s neck
to be up to one’s ears, up to one’s neck, steeped to the
eyebrows or up to one’s eye
This week I will be up to my neck in work.
to be up to speed
to be well-informed, current or up-to-date, know what’s
going on
I need to always be up to speed.
to be upended
to be turned upside down, upset, turned topsy-turvy, inversed
or inverted
He upended everything.
to be upper crust
to be rich or part of the moneyed elite, have money
Because he is upper crust, he thinks that he can get away with murder.
to be uproarious
to be extremely funny, sidesplitting or too funny, be a riot
His show was uproarious. I almost had an accident.
to be used as a doormat
to be used, manipulated, imposed on
He is always being used as a doormat.
to be walled in
to be penned or hemmed in, confined, restricted, constricted,
penned or caged
She kept fighting even though she was walled in.

to be wary
to be guarded, apprehensive, vigilant, watchful
To be frank, I don’t trust him fully; I am very wary.
to be what the doctor ordered
to be welcoming, pleasing or agreeable, be to one’s liking or taste
This party is just what the doctor ordered.
to be window-rattling
to be very loud, too loud, noisy, blaring, air-rending, deafening,
loud sounding or ringing
This music is window-rattling.
to be wiped out
to be tired, ready to drop, tired out, depleted, drained,
exhausted, done in, worn out
I have to get some shut eye; I am wiped out.
to be with one's nose in the air
to be conceited, snobbish, proud or self-important
He is always with his nose in the air.
to be within a hair’s breath
to be within an eyelash, at one’s heel, by the narrowest of
margin or by a tinny whinny
You are within a hair’s breath of being thrown out.
to be wiretapped
to be bugged or eavesdropped on, have one’s conversations
secretly listened to and/or recorded
The great Civil Right leader was wiretapped for many years.
to be within an eyelash
to be barely, hardly, by the narrowest of margin, just or only
If he won, it was within an eyelash.
to be worked over

to be beaten or roughed up, physically abused, punched
or hit
The reason that he changed his opinion was that he had
been worked over.
to be written up
1.
to be ballyhooed, plugged, puffed up, advertised, promoted,
boosted or put in the limelight
The only way that you are going to get known if you are
written up in a popular magazine.
2.

to be reprimanded, chastised or disciplined
Because of your big mouth, I was written up.

to not be able to believe one's ear
to be amazed, astounded, or awestruck by what one is hearing
I could not believe my own ears when they told me what
had happened.
to not be able to believe one’s eyes
to be boggled, bowled over, not be able to believe one’s eyes
or ears, be flabbergasted or thunderstruck
When she walked into the room, I could not believe my eyes.
to not be able to say boo to a goose
to be bashful, shy, self-conscious or timid
She’s so shy that she can not say boo to a goose.
to not be able to see beyond one's own nose
1.
to be able to see only one's own immediate surroundings,
to see only what is in front of one
Because of his upbringing, he is not able to see beyond
his own nose.
2.

to be bias, dogmatic, parochial or provincial,
He is so twisted that he is not able to see beyond
his own nose.

to not be dry behind the ears

to be naïve, innocent, unsophisticated or unsuspecting
How could you expect him to help you? He still isn’t
dry behind the ears.
to not be plain-spoken
to be a mealy-mouth, vague, mincing, not straightforward
She will never tell you what she is feeling. She is not
plain-spoken.
to not be the least bit fazed
to not be upset, thrown off balance, distracted, dismayed
or unhinged at all or not in the least
When I heard the verdict, I was not the least bit fazed.
to get
to get
1.
to obtain, acquire, procure
I'm going to get my book. It's on the teacher's desk.
2.

to earn, pocket, bring or take home
He gets about a thousand dollars a month.

3.

to capture, collar, seize, grab
The police finally got him.

4.

to apprehend, catch on, perceive, absorb, digest, learn
I have never been able to get math.

5.

to understand, decipher, make heads or tails of, make out
Because of the language barrier, I didn’t get what he said.

6.

to take revenge, avenge, make pay, get back
I have every intention to get him for what he did to my family.

7.

to communicate or talk with, contact, reach
Were you able to get John? I’m getting worried about him.

8.

to recover, regain, get back
They’re not going to wait anymore. They’re going to get her.

9.

to buy, purchase
He’ll be back. He went to get something to eat.

10.

to suffer from, be sick from, have
She couldn’t come because she got a cold.

11.

to become, grow, evolve or transform into
I can’t eat that. I don’t want to get fat.

12.

to bribe, corrupt, influence, sway, turn
They got to him by threatening his family. He won’t give you any
trouble.

13.

to murder, kill, do away with, injure, harm
The hit man got him last night.

14.

to answer (a knock on the door or the ring of the telephone)
John, can you please get the door?

to get a backbone
to be strong, steady or firm, to have some mettle
What you need is to get a backbone and stop being scared of everything.
to get a bang out of
to enjoy, take great pleasure in, have a ball, get a kick out of
I always get a bang out of going to one of her parties.
to get a beachhead
(normally used as a military term) to get or secure a place to stand on
It was very difficult for the soldiers to get a beachhead.
to get a big head
to become conceited, let one's feeling for oneself become exaggerated
He has got such a big head now that he was voted president.
to get a black eye
to get hit in the eye which results in the discoloration of the area
After the accident, he got an ugly black eye.

to get a blank check
to be given permission or authority to spend as much money as one
pleases, have no restrictions or limitations
In this account, you’ve got a blank check.
to get a blow in
to succeed in punching or hitting someone in a fight or in boxing
His opponent was not able to get a blow in.
to get a blow job

to be on the receiving end of oral sex (usually male)
I only have time to get a blow job.
to get a breath of fresh air
to go outside to breathe clean air, take a breather or a break, relax
I have to get out of here. I need to get a breath of fresh air.
to get a broom up one’s ass
to be hard-working, industrious or diligent
He’s an excellent worker, he works like he’s got a broom up his ass.
to get carte blanche
to be able to do what wants, have free rein
Once she turned eighteen, she got carte blanche to buy whatever she
wanted.
to get a charge out of
to have the time of one’s life, to thoroughly enjoy, to take great pleasure
in
I got a charge out of her and her family.
to get a clue
to have an idea, clue or hint about something
He got a clue that something was deadly wrong when his
daughter came home drunk.
to get a clunker
to have bought a car which is always in need of repairs
How did you get such a clunker?
to get a crush on

to like someone who is either older and/or more powerful (usually
unrequited and from afar)
I got a crush on my professor.
to get a day off
to not have to work, have a vacation, have off
Next week I can get a day off.
to get a dose of one’s own medicine
to be made to suffer or experience what one has made others suffer or
experience
It’s about time that he gets a dose of his own medicine.
to get a dud
to have bought a machine or a car which is always breaking down
Get rid of this car. Accept the fact that you got a dud.
to get a face lift
to undergo a surgical procedure for renovation or rejuvenation of the face
Because it is no longer very expensive, it is no longer unusual to get a
face lift.
to get a fair shake
to be treated fairly, without bias or even handedly
Although I did not pass, I did get a fair shake.
to get a fix
to get the drug that one needs because of one’s addiction
His addiction is so strong that he needs to get a fix several times a day.
to get a fix on
to finally understand, know, comprehend, get it

I finally got a fix on the problem.
to get a free ride
1.
to enjoy something without paying for it, get something for nothing
He is the kind of person who likes getting a free ride.
2.

to obtain or get something with little or no effort
He thinks that he deserves to get a free ride in this company
because he is the son of the CEO.

to get a gig
to get a job (usually temporary as in a music gig)
I got a gig this weekend. I need the money.
to get a glimpse of
to have a brief look at or glance of
I don’t think that I’ll be able to identify him. I only got a glimpse of him.
to get a golden parachute
to be compensated handsomely for retiring early, receive a very
generous severance pay
If I retire now, I will get a golden parachute from the firm.
(other expression that has the same meaning: to get a golden
handshake)
to get a grip
to control, dominate, get a hold of or govern one’s feelings
It’s important that you get a grip. Otherwise you will make a fool of
yourself.
to get a grip on
1.
to grasp, take hold of, clutch, clasp

You need to get a grip on it. After that, you squeeze it hard.
2.

to control, take hold of or control of
I have to get a grip on my life. I can’t fall apart.

to get a handle on
to have a hold or control over one’s situation, be in charge of
At last I think that I’ve got a handle on the problem.
to get a hangover
to have a bad headache as a result of drinking alcohol
Because I drank so much last night, I got a hangover.
to get a half-hearted response
to receive a response which is without any excitement, passion or zeal
I withdrew my candidacy when I got a half-hearted response from
the electorate.
to get a head start
1.
to start or begin before everyone else (usually in a contest, race or
competition)
Of course he will win; he got a head start.
2.

to get unfair aid, help or assistance
People who are born into a rich family automatically get a head
start; they have so many advantages.

to get a hold of someone
1.
to chastise, lay into, give it to one, reprimand
When I get a hold of him, he will not know what hit him.
I am so angry.

2.

to communicate with, get in contact with, get on the phone
I’m worried. I haven’t been able to get a hold of my boyfriend.

to get a hold of something
to procure, obtain, secure, take possession of
I can’t wait until I get a hold of those paintings.
to get a hold of oneself
to control oneself, rule over or govern oneself, exercise self-control
You’re not helping the situation. You need to get a hold of yourself.
to get a hustle on
to hurry up, make tracks, scurry, dash, run
You don’t have time to sit around doing nothing; you need
to get a hustle on.
to get a job
to become employed, get work
It took a while but I finally got a job.
to get a kick back
to get money illegally, illegally get one’s part or share
Every pay day he gets a kick back from his employees.
to get a kick out of
to be charged, thrilled, galvanized or excited by
He really gets a kick out of being a teacher.
to get a leg up
to get a head start, be given an unfair advantage or boost

He was able to move up so quickly because he got a leg up
from his father.
to get a lemon
to buy a car which is always breaking down or on the blink
What can I say? You got a lemon.
to get a life
to stop wasting one’s time on the trivia, to do something more
worthwhile with one’s life
You need to get a life and stop worrying about your neighbor is.
to get a line on
to get or obtain information on someone
Once I got a line on him, I stopped going out with him.
to get a load of
to behold, eye, see, view, cast an eye on
Get a load of him. He is so handsome.
to get a load off one’s mind
to relieve one’s conscience by confessing or admitting to one’s wrong
doing
When I told the police everything, I got a load off my mind.
to get along on
to cope, eke out, subsist, manage
I don’t need more money. I can get along on what I earn.
to get a look at
to see, behold, lay eyes on
Did you get a look at that dress? It’s beautiful.

to get a lot of freebies
to get something for free, for no charge or without cost
I like going to conventions; you can get a lot of freebies.
to get a lukewarm response
to receive an indifferent, listless or apathetic response
The suggestion that I made got a lukewarm response.
to get a lump in one’s throat
to be moved or touched almost to the point of tears
Every time I think about saying goodbye, I get a lump in my throat.
to get a mcjob
to get a low-paying job, get a job which pays less than a living wage
I don’t want to graduate only to get a mcjob.
to get a move on
to get going, get on the stick, get to it
I’ve been waiting for over an hour; it’s time to get a move on.
to get a number done on one
to be fooled, deceived or taken in
She had a number done on her that she will never forget.
to get a piece of ass
to have sexual intercourse
May be if I luck out, I can get a piece of ass tonight.
to get a piece of junk
to have gotten or bought a car which does not function

It’s simple. You got a piece of junk.
(Other expression that has the same meaning: to get a hunk of junk)
to get a pink slip
to get fired, be laid-off, be let go
When I got a pink slip, I must say that I wasn’t surprised.
to get a quickie (slang/vulgar)
to have quick or rapid sex (usually refers to oral sex)
I don’t have a lot of time. Can I get a quickie?
to get a quick drink
to get an alcoholic and drink it quickly because one is in a hurry
Before leaving, you can get a quick drink. You have time.
to get a read on
to understand, discern, digest, comprehend, figure out
He is not an easy person to get a read on.
to get a rise out of someone
to make or get very angry, irritate, vex
He only doing this because he loves to get a rise out of you.
to get a shiner
to get hit in the eye which results in the discoloration of the area around
the eye
Where did you get such a shiner?
to get a sight of
to see briefly, catch a glimpse of
Although I only a got a sight of him, I’m sure that he was the person.

to get a sinking feeling in the pit of one's stomach
to have a premonition of disaster
I get a sinking feeling in the pit of my stomach that he’s stolen the
elections.
to get a splitting headache
to have a bad or very painful headache
I’m getting a splitting headache. I have to leave.
to get a stick up one’s butt
to be hard-working, industrious or diligent
He’s an excellent worker, he works like he’s got a stick up his butt.
to get a straight answer from
to get the truth from, answer a question directly and truthfully
It’s a waste of time talking to her. You can’t get a straight answer from
him.
to get a taste of blood
1.
to have developed an intense mayhem, violence and destruction,
procure a taste for killing, acquire an appetite for blood
Once a dog gets a taste of blood, he must be destroyed.
2.

to accomplish or achieve early success that stimulates one to
keep working hard
Once I tasted blood, I knew that nothing could stop me.

to get a taste of one’s own medicine
to be paid back in full measure, be repaid or paid back
It’s about time that she got a taste of her own medicine.
to get a throbbing headache

to have a migraine, have a bad or painful headache
I’ve got a throbbing headache. I’ll talk to you tomorrow.
to get a tongue-lashing
to be given or receive a sharp reproach, be rebuked or admonished
He got a tongue-lashing that he won’t forget for a long time.
to get a touch down
to score in American football
When he got a touch down I knew that my team was going to win.
to get a word in edgeways
to be able to talk with a person who talks a lot or too much
With her it is difficult to get a word in edgeways.
to get aboard
1. to get on or board a vessel
It’s time to get aboard. The boat is about to leave.
2.

to join, become a part of, join forces, team up with, throw in with
You need to get aboard. If you don’t, you will pay the
consequences.

to get about
1.
to move about freely, not be restricted or limited physically
As a result of having a broken leg, I can’t get about.
2.

to socialize, make the rounds, visit, circulate
Because I have a houseful of children, I’m not able to get about
anymore.

3.

to be able to move about after a serious illness
I am now able to get about without much help.

4.

to travel, get from one place to another, cover ground
There is no easy way to get about the city.

to get abroad
1.
to be able to travel or go to a foreign country, go abroad
2.

I don’t know when I will be able to get abroad again.
to spread, be publicized, be make public or known
How did it get abroad that I was going to get a divorce?

to get access to
1.
to be able to approach, speak to or gain access to
It has always been difficult to get access to the president.
2.

to have the right, claim or license to something
You can’t enter into that web-site. You have to first get
access to it.

to get across
1.
to cross over, transverse, go over
Because of the rain, I wasn’t able to get across the bridge.
2.

to help one to understand a complex idea, to explain or make clear
a difficult concept
I was not able to successfully get across my ideas. I don’t explain
very well.

to get after
1.
to run, go or chaste after
Get after him. I need to talk to him now.

2.

to chastise, reprimand, reproach, admonish
I got after him about not going to school today.

to get ahead
1.
to advance, progress, improve, rise up, rise up in the world
I was able to get ahead in my job because I would work
very hard.
2.

to prosper, thrive, flourish, succeed, be successful
I am ashamed to say that I have never been able to get
ahead in life.

to get ahead in the world
to outperform, eclipse or overtake one’s competition
Class and race have successfully prevented one from getting
ahead in the world.
to get ahead of the game
to progress, prosper, thrive or flourish in life or in one’s job despite
barriers
You have to get ahead of the game or you will fall behind.
to get all banged up
to get badly bruised in an accident
He was not hospitalized although he did get all banged up.
to get all choked up
to be moved to the point of tears
The minute that she realized that he was asking her to marry her,
she got all choked up.
to get all high and mighty

to become haughty, condescending or proud
There is no need to get all high and mighty. You are not
better than the rest of us.
to get all hyped up
to be upset, impassioned or agitated
There is no need to get all hyped up; we can work this out.
to get all mushy
to become over sentimental, emotional or maudlin
I should leave or I will get all mushy.
to get all one’s ducks in a row
to be fully prepared, be ready for whatever comes
Now that I got all my ducks in a row, I’m not worried.
to get all worked up
to get overexcited, be impassioned or agitated
There is no need to get all worked up; we can talk.
to get all wound up
to get nervous, high strung
He got all wound up when he heard the news.
to get along
1.
to scrape along, make do, get by, scrape along, only be making it
I’m not doing fantastically well but I am getting along.
2.

to not fight or bicker, be in agreement, not have conflict
Why can’t you get along?

3.

to leave, depart, go away
I think that I’ll be getting along right now. It’s getting late.

4.

to be able to live or survive without, not need
You can leave. I have been getting along without you all these
year.

5.

to advance, progress, go forward, make headway
I’m getting along well with the project. It should be ready in
about a week.

to get along in years
to be getting old or older, no longer be young
Be patient. Can’t you see that he is getting along in years.
to get along on
to manage to survive on, keep body and soul together
I am not able to get along on poverty wages. I can’t even pay my rent.
to get along with someone
1. to not have any problems with, hit it off, click, be friends with
Even though we just met, I get along well with my roommate.
2.

to make do with, manage, cope, function, survive without
I can’t get along with one assistant. I need at least four.

to get along without
to not need, to be able to do without
I can get along without meat without any problems.
to get an advantage over someone
to have the upper hand, be in a superior or better position, be
the one who calls the shot
It took me a very long time to get an advantage over him.
to get an ass kicking

to be beaten up, be given a beaten
If you don’t shut up, you’re going to get an ass kicking.
to get an earful
to be given or receive a sharp reproach, be criticized
He gave me an earful last night.
to get an eyeful of
to view, catch sight of, see
I got an eyeful of him. I wish I hadn’t.
to get an offer one can’t refuse
to not be able to say no as a result of being threatened with death
She said yes because she got an offer she couldn’t refuse.
to get an upper hand
to be in control, call the shots, lay down the law, wear the pants
As a resulting of earning more money, she feels that she has gotten the
upper hand.
to get angry at
to become angry, mad or very annoyed with
We just don’t get along. She is always getting angry at me.
to get antsy
to be nervous, anxious or agitated
What’s the matter with you? Why are you getting antsy?
to get any (sexual/ vulgar)
any in this expression refers to sex, sexual relation, sexual intercourse
I didn’t get any last night.

to get anywhere
1.
to reach, arrive at
On this bus, you can get anywhere you want to go.
2.

to arrive or reach some result
I can’t get anywhere. No matter what I do, he won’t talk.

to get around
1.
to move about freely, not be restricted or limited physically
As a result of having a broken leg, I can’t get around.
2.

to socialize, make the rounds, visit, circulate
Because I have a houseful of children, I’m not able to get around
anymore.

3.

to gather or cluster around
I need everyone to get around the table so that hear this
announcement.

4.

to have spread, publicized, made public or bandied about
What happened between us got around quite quickly.

5.

to evade or avoid by using once cleverness or astuteness
It is the job of an accountant to get around the different tax laws.

6.

to take or travel around, get about
You can get around the city without any trouble.

7.

to visit, drop by

What time can you get around?
8.

to have had a lot of sexual partner, be sexually experienced
She gets around quite a bit.

to get around one
1. to flatter, cajole, soft-soap, sweet talk
To get what she wants, she tries to get around her husband.
2.

to outdo, outsmart, get the better of, outwit, circumvent
He’s not the smartest person. It is not difficult to get around him.

to get around something
to avoid, evade, elude, dodge
I have to turn around and go back. I can’t get around all of that debris.
to get around to something
to eventually do or deal with something which has to be done
The mechanic hasn’t been able to get around to my car yet.
to get around to it
to start, get off one’s duff, get the show on the road, get down to it
I’m sorry that I have not been able to get around to it.
to get around the table
to be disposed or willing to meet to reach an agreement
I hope that once we get around the table, we can reached an agreement.
to get as drunk as a skunk
to get very drunk, become intoxicated
Last night, I got as drunk as a skunk.

to get as high as a kite
to become very intoxicated or drugged, get drunk
Last night, I got as high as a kite.
to get as sick as a dog
to become very sick or ill, be in a bad way
Last Saturday, I got as sick as a dog.
to get at
1.
to physically be able to get to or reach
After years of trying, I was finally able to get at the sunken wreck.
2.

to discover, reach, find out about
No matter what I do, I can’t seem to get at the truth.

3.

to do something despite the difficulty, carry out, fulfill or bring
off despite one’s desires
I’m going to try real hard to get at all the work that’s waiting for
me.

to get at someone
1.
to pounce on or upon, attack, rip or tear into
Thank God that dog is tied up. He’s so mean that he is always
trying
to get at everyone.
2.

to try to influence or sway through intimidation or bribery
They were able to get at him. He won’t talk.

3.

to chastise, scold, nag at, find fault with

Stop getting at me about my clothes. I wear what I want.
to get at something
1.
to obtain, get one’s hands on, get a hold of, get to
I can’t wait to get at some of that food. I am really hungry.
2.

to meddle or tamper with, monkey with or around with
He is convinced that someone got at his food. He wants me to
throw
everything out.

to get away
1.
to escape, elude or evade capture
I don’t believe he is guilty; therefore, I am glad that he got away.
2.

to leave, go, depart
I’m late because it took me awhile to get away. The meeting went
on for hours.

3.

to leave, escape or run away from, run off from
I try to get away from work every weekend.

to get away from
1.
to escape, break away from, effect one’s escape
She worked hard to get away from her husband.
2.

to dodge, evade, elude
You can not get away from the fact that he is a racist.

to get away from it all
to temporarily, or permanently, remove oneself from a stressful
or painful situation

I’m going to Europe in order to get away from it all. I need a rest.
to get away with
to not pay the consequences of, not be held responsible for
He gets away with everything.
to get away with murder
to not pay the consequences for anything, not be held responsible
for one’s action
I don’t understand it; she’s able to get away with murder.
to get back
1.
to return, go back, come back, go from where one began
I’ll try to get back early.
2.

to recover or regain one’s health, be feeling better
I feel that I’m getting back my energy and stamina.

3.

to take vengeance, get even with, retaliate, avenge
It took years but I finally got back everyone who participated in
the murder.

4.

to get or have returned, receive back, have refunded
I was so happy when I got back my money.

5.

to return to power after being out of it for a period of time
I don’t know if the Democratic Party will get back at the next
election.

to get back at one

to wreak revenge on, make reprisal, avenge, exact payment
He got back at ex-wife for everything that she did.
to get back home
to go back or return to one’s house
I have no idea what time I’ll get back home.
to get back in shape
to become healthy again, be feeling like oneself again, come back
It’s not going to be easy to get back in shape.
to get back in the swing of things
to recuperate, get better, recover, turn the corner
I’m glad to say that she’s gotten back in the swing of things.
to get back into circulation
to start dating or going out again, begin socializing again
After my divorce, I never really got back into circulation.
to get back into the harness
to go back to work after a weekend off or after a vacation
I hate my job so much. I’m not able to get back into the harness this
Monday.
to get back on one’s feet again
to recuperate, bounce back, rally
It feels good to get back on my feet again.

to get back on the wagon
to stop drinking after having started again, become sober again

I am so happy that you are on the wagon.
to get back to
to return to, go back or back to, turn back
I wish that we could get back to when life was simpler.
to get back to one’s old self
to be like one used to be before becoming ill, recuperate, recover
I’m much better. I have almost gotten back to my old self.
to get back to someone
to call someone back, return someone’s phone call
I’ll get back to you tomorrow when I have more time.
to get back to something
to return or go back to doing something
When I get back to Mexico, I will be able to speak Spanish everyday.
to get back up
to get back on one's feet, snap out of it, feel one's oats again
It wasn't easy to get back up but I did.
to get back to the grindstone
to return, go back to or get back to work (when one does not want to go)
Monday, I’ve got to get back to the grindstone.
to get back to the salt mines
to return, go back to or get back to work (when one does not want to go)
Monday, I’ve got to get back to the salt mines.
to get bawled out
to be chastised, reprimanded, castigated or rebuked

Frankly, I’m tired of getting bawled out.
to get behind
1.
to support, endorse, promote, plug, tout
Even though the whole party got behind him, he still could not
win.
2.

to lag or fall behind, fail to keep up
I am studying because I don’t want to get behind.

3.

to fall or lag behind in one’s payment or installment
I don’t want to get behind on the rent.

to get below
1.
to be lesser, smaller or lower than
I would love to get below 150 pounds.
2.

to become inferior or worse than what is expected
His writing is getting below what is acceptable.

to get between
1.
to intervene, meddle, step or butt in
It is not a good idea to get between a husband and his wife.
2.

to come or stand between, prevent from doing, stop
I will not allow you to get between me and my destiny.

to get beyond
1.
to be too hard, complicated or difficult to understand

The language is getting beyond me. Most time I don’t understand.
2

to advance further than, go beyond or further than
It is necessary to get beyond the language so that we can deal
with the real problem.

to get beyond a joke
to no longer be funny or a joke, be getting serious
What you are doing is now getting beyond a joke. You need to stop.
to get beyond caring
to no longer care, become apathetic or indifferent to
He has treated me so badly that I’ve gotten beyond caring about him.
to get beyond endurance
to no longer be able to stand, tolerate or bear
Because she is getting beyond endurance, we are no longer friends.
to get bilked
to be tricked, hoodwinked or taken advantage of
I got bilked big time.
to get blind
to get intoxicated, inebriated, saturated or staggering
Why did you have to get blind last night? Why drink so much?
to get blind drunk
to get sloppy drunk, intoxicated or inebriated
On my graduation night, I got blind drunk.
to get blood from a stone

to be impossible, not be possible, out of the question
I told you no. Can you get blood from a stone?
to get blood from a turnip
to not be possible, no go, impossible, out of the question
Stop trying to get blood from a turnip. It can’t be done.
to get blown away
1.
to be completely surprised, amazed or dumbfounded
I got blown away by his words.
2.

to be killed or murdered by gun fire
He got blow away as he ran away from the police.

to get booed
to be jeered or heckled
When the team entered, they got booed.
to get bounced
to be fired, sacked, discharged or dismissed
Last Friday, I got bounced.
to get brushed aside
to be ignored, rebuffed or dismissed
All complaints were brushed aside and dismissed.
to get buffaloed
to be intimated, browbeaten or bullied
Why do always allow yourself to get buffaloed.
to get bullied

to be domineered, pushed around or subdued
You should not let yourself get bullied.
to get bumped off
to be killed or murdered
If he talks, he will get bumped off.

to get burnt
to be hurt, injured, cause one a great deal of sorrow, wound
I got burnt once trusting him; I will not trust him again.
to get butterflies
to become very nervous or anxious
Every time I see him I get butterflies.
to get butterflies in one’s stomach
to be anxious, nervous or uneasy
Whenever I teach I get butterflies in my stomach.
to get by
1.
to pass or go by, get or move past
I had to let them get by. They forced me.
2.

to get through, only be making it, scrape along, make do, get along
I don’t have much money; therefore, I am only getting by.

3.

to barely pass, almost fail, pass by the skin of one’s teeth
No matter how much I study, in this class I’m only getting by.

4.

to manage to fool or deceive, get past, succeed in fooling
This will never get by. He will see right away that something is
wrong.

to get by with
1.
to be acceptable until something better is found, be one’s
second or third choice
I will have to get by with this apartment until I can afford
something better.
2.

to not have to pay the consequences for, go without punishment
You will never get by with this. You will get in a lot of trouble.

to get called on the carpet
to be rebuked, admonished, reprimanded, reproved
I got called on the carpet for what I had done the night before.
to get called to account
to be reproached, chastised or chided
I know that I will get called to account. My work was below par.
to get canned (slang)
to be fired, let get or laid off
I got canned last night.
to get carried away
to exaggerate, overdo, do too much
I think this Christmas, I got carried away.
to get caught in the act
to be startled or surprised while doing something

What can I say? Because I got caught in the act, I couldn’t deny
anything.
to get caught in the rain
to be outside when one is surprised by rain (without any protection)
The reason that I am so wet is that I got caught in the rain.
to get caught red handed
to be surprised in the act, be walked in on
My wife came home early and, therefore, I got caught red handed.
to get caught up in
to get mixed up, involved in, dragged in, ensnared
I still don’t understand how I got caught up in all this mess.
to get caught with one’s finger in the pie
to be taken by surprise while committing a misdeed
What could I say when I got caught with my finger in the pie?
to get caught with one’s hand in the cookie jar
to be surprised while in the very act of doing something wrong
I can never get away with anything. I always get caught with my
hand in the cookie jar.
to get caught with one’s hand in the till
to be caught in the very act of doing something wrong
He couldn’t deny a thing. He got caught with his hand in the till.
to get caught with one’s pants down
to be taken unawares or by surprise while doing wrong
I had to plea guilty because I got caught with my pants down.

to get chewed out
to be chastised, reprimanded or rebuked
Because she doesn’t know how to behave, she’s always getting chewed
out.
to get chilled to the bones
1.
to become extremely cold, freezing or frozen to the bones, turn blue
It is so cold that I am getting chilled to the bone.
2.

to be scared, chilled to the marrow, scared stiff or frightened to the
bone
I got chilled to the bones after reading the novel.

to get clear of
to break away or escape from, liberate oneself from, get out of
It had not been easy to get clear of debt.
to get clipped
to be cheated, soaked, swindled or ripped off
I got clipped because I trusted him.
to get closed out
to no longer be able to enter, be prohibited entrance or locked out
I got closed out of the stock market this morning. I don’t know why.

to get close to
1.
to be near or close to, be in close proximity to
It’s not very wise to get too close to the fire. You can get burnt.
2.

to become friends or tight with, be buddy-buddy with
I have gotten quite close to John. We have quite a bit in common.

to get close to someone (or something)
to be like or similar to someone or something in quality
This chocolate does not even get close to one I tasted in Belgium.
to get clued in
to confront what is, figure out, finally face the truth, realize the truth
It took a long time to understand but I finally got clued in.
to get cold feet
to get scared about doing something, lose one's nerve
Everyone gets cold feet before making a big change. The trick is not to
let it stop you.
to get cowed
to be intimidated, bullied or browbeaten
Why do you allow yourself to get cowed?
to get cracking
to get moving or moving, not stand around doing nothing
Don’t you think that it’s about time that you get cracking?
to get creamed
to be pummeled, beaten up or pounded
In this match, he’s going to get creamed.
to get crossed
to become angry, irritable, vexed, impatient
He is going get crossed. What is his problem?
to get crowned

to be made king or queen, become a monarch
He will only get crowned once his mother, the queen, dies.
to get cut down
to be murdered, killed or shot down
The soldiers got cut down as soon as they had arrived.
to get dark
to become night
Because it is summer, it does not get dark until very late.
to get dead drunk
to be very drunk or intoxicated
She can’t drive home. She got dead drunk tonight.
to get dirt on someone (or something)
to dig up or found out negative information on someone or something
He talked to my family members; therefore, he has got quite a bit of dirt
on me.
to get ditched
1.
to be discarded, jettisoned or thrown away
Why would such a beautiful car get ditched?
2.

to be abandoned, deserted, left or forsaken
I have never gotten over the fact that I got ditched.

to get docked
to have one’s pay decreased or reduced
I didn’t get my full pay because I got docked an hour. Last Monday, I
was late.

to get done by hook or by crook
to do in any manner possible, in one way or another or no matter what
This will get done by hook or by crook.
to get double-crossed
to be betrayed, stabbed in the back or sold down the river
I heard that you got double-crossed. Is that true?
to get down
1.
to descend from, climb, come or go down
I want you to get down now. You can fall and hurt yourself.
2.

to write down, register, record
Before you erase the board, I want to get down the words.

to get down (sexual/ vulgar)
to have sex or sexual relations
We got down last night.
to get down in the dumps
to be sad, downcast or dejected
I always get down in the dumps before going back to school.
to get down on all four
to crawl, be on one’s hands and knees
I used to love to get down on all four and play with my children
when they were little.
to get down on one knee
to ask someone to marry one
When he got down on one knee, I was so surprised. I cried.

to get down on one’s hands and knees
to lower one’s body to be on one’s hands and knees
He was so drunk that he couldn’t walk. He had to get down on his
hands and knees.
to get down on one’s knees
to beg, to appeal or implore to, to plead
To help my husband, I am prepared to get down on my knees.
to get down on something
to criticize, be critical of, condemn, malign
Why are you getting down on everything that he says and does?
to get down to business
to stop or fooling playing around and start working, put one’s shoulder to
the wheel
If you want to earn money, you have to get down to business.
to get down to it
to get around to it, start, get the show on the road, get down to business
It is time that we get down to it. I’m tired of waiting around.
to get down to the brass tacks
to get to the point or core, stop stalling or hesitating
Let’s get down to the brass tacks and do what is necessary.
to get down to work
to begin to work hard, put one’s shoulder to the wheel, push or exert
oneself
It’s time that we get down to work or we will never make money.

to get drawn into
to be forced to become involved or entangled in
I don’t want to get drawn into your problems.
to get dressed
to put on one’s clothing
As soon as I get dressed, I’ll be there.
to get dressed down
to be chastised, reprimanded or called on the carpet
Because I did not finish the project, I got dressed down.
to get driven out
to be forced out, be made to leave
He still can not accept the fact that he got driven out of office.
to get dropped
1.
to be abandoned, left, left behind or deserted
It is horrible when you got dropped by someone.
2.

to be killed, murdered or done in
He got dropped by an assassin’s bullet.

3.

to be fired, dismissed, sacked or laid off
I got dropped last night.

to get drunk
to become intoxicated, have drunk too much alcohol
I used to love to get drunk on Friday night.
to get duped

to be tricked, deceived or fooled
What can I say but the truth? I got duped.
to get enmeshed
to become entangled, involved or caught up in
Why do you get me enmeshed in all this stuff?!
to get even
to get back, exact revenge, make one pay
Although I can’t now but one day I will get even.
to get everything but the kitchen sink
to receive or obtain everything, leave nothing not taken
In the divorce, she got everything but the kitchen sink.
to get fed up
to have had enough, call uncle, not be willing or able to take anymore
I left my marriage because I got fed up.

to get fat
to become fat, to gain weight
I got fat over the summer.
to get fidgety
to get agitated, nervous or hyper
You’re getting so fidgety? What is the problem?
to get fleeced
to be swindled, cheated or taken for a ride
Can’t you see what happened? You got fleeced.

to get freaked out
to get enraged, angry, infuriated or hysterical
What did you tell her so that she would get freaked out like that?
to get free
to get loose, be set free, get free from imprisonment
It took a long time and a lot of hard work but I finally got free.
to get free license
to have no restrictions or limitations, do whatever one wants
You’ve got free license to do whatever necessary to get results.
to get free of
to liberate oneself, extricate oneself, throw off
The only thing that you can do is to work hard to get free of him.
to get free rein
to have no restrictions or limitation, do what one pleases
Because he is the owner, he’s got free rein.
to get fresh with
to be impudent, sassy, impertinent with someone
If you get fresh with me, you will pay the price.
to get fried
to get drunk, intoxicated or drunk as a fiddler
I’m going to drink until I get fried.
to get frozen out
to be excluded, passed over or shut out

Once my father died, I got frozen out of the family.
to get from under
1.
to recuperate or recover from financial problems
It was difficult but I was able to get from under all that debt.
2.

to free, unfetter, disconnect, emancipate or extricate
oneself, disenthrall, unyoke, unshackle
When are you going to get out from under your family?

to get going
1.
to begin, start, move, not just sit there
It’s time that you get going. It’s late.
2.

to hurry, rush, make it snappy
Get going. It’s getting dark.

to get goose bumps
to have the raising of the hair on one’s body due to fear, excitement or
cold, shivers
When I heard his words, I got goose bumps.
to get gooseflesh
to get the shivers or chills as a result of fear, strong emotions or of being
cold
Ever since I see him, I get gooseflesh.
to get gray hair
to be worn out by or get worn out by someone
If I don’t stop worrying so much about my son, I am going to get gray
hairs.
to get gunned down
to be killed by a gun, be shot down

He got gunned down as he came out of the movies.
to get hammered
1.
to get drunk, intoxicated or inebriated
Last Friday, I got hammered.
2.

to be beaten up, clobbered or pummeled
The fighter got hammered in the ring.

3.

to lose badly in a business deal
I got hammered in the stock market.

to get hand picked
to be personally chosen or selected
Imagine, he got hand picked by the president of the company.
to get happy
to become intoxicated or drunk, drink too much
I’m not the designated driver so I can getting happy.
to get held up
to be robbed with a gun
When I got held up, I quit my job as a taxi-driver.
to get high
to become intoxicated or drugged, get drunk
I normally don’t get high if I have to work the next day.
to get highfalutin
to act as if one were better or more moral
He has no right to get highfalutin. He was involved in

the robbery too.
to get highlighted
to be emphasized, punctuated or stressed
Because of its importance, this should get highlighted.
to get high-toned with one
to act as if one were ethical or moral (when one is really as
corrupt and immoral as the group)
Don’t get high-toned with me. You are as corrupt as we are.
to get hijacked
to have a transport commandeered, seized or skyjacked
The plane got hijacked but the passengers were eventually freed.
to get hip to
to be knowledgeable to, be in the know, in on or wise to
It’s about time that you get hip to what is happening around here.
to get hired
to be employed, be given work or employment
Finally, he got hired. We will finally have money coming in.
to get hitched
1.
to get married, be married
We got hitched and afterwards had a gigantic party.
2.

(informal) to jump the broom, to tie the knot

to get hold of
1.
to obtain, secure, acquire
I’m sorry that I was not able to get hold of the money.

2.

to contact or communicate with
I am trying to get hold of Mary. I really need to talk to her.

3.

to understand, comprehend, grasp
I can’t get hold of what she is trying to accomplish.

to get hold of the wrong end of the stick
to misunderstand or misinterpret, mess up, do things wrong
What‘s in your head. You always get hold of the wrong end of the
stick.
to get home
1.
to reach or arrive home, return to one’s home
I don’t know what time I will get home.
2.

to be understood, hit home
What he said about the war most definitely got home.

3.

to win, cross the finish line first
Did he get home first?

to get home to
to return to one’s family or loved one
I can’t wait to get home to my husband and children. I miss them
very much.
to get hoodwinked
to be victimized, deceived, taken fooled, suckered
You got hoodwinked because you refuse to see him for what he is.

to get hooked (slang)
to become addicted to, be unable to live without
By the time I was teenager, I got hooked on alcohol.
to get horizontal
to have sex
What I would like is to get horizontal.
to get horny (slang/ can be considered vulgar)
to become or be sexually excited, be in the mood for sex
He always gets horny on Friday night.
to get hot
1.
to become warmer, be no longer cold or only warm
It’s summer. Each day it will get hot.
2.

to get going, get things going, get into the swing of things
His show does not get hot until after a song or two.

3.

to become sexually excited or stimulated
It’s embarrassing that every time I see him, I get hot.

to get hyper
to get very excitable, worked up or high-strung
Why are you always getting hyper.
to get in
1.
to fit into, put on
I’ll get in these pants even if it kills me.

2.

to cause someone into entering or going inside of
Get in the house. I need to talk to you.

3.

to be admitted into, be accepted, obtain entrance to (into a
competitive organization )
I’m so happy that I got in my first choice university.

4.

to arrive
What time will the bus get in?

to get into a huff
to become angry, annoyed or peeved
What’s the problem? Don’t get into a huff.
to get in a mess
to have a lot of problems, be in a predicament or jam
I’m always getting in a mess. I seem to attract trouble.
to get in a tizzy
to get all worked up, get all excited, go crazy
There really no reason to get in a tizzy.
to get in bad with
to make an enemy of, get on the bad side of (usually of someone of
power)
Because you got in bad with the director, he will not write you a
recommendation.
to get in good with someone
to get into someone’s favor, be on good terms with, have a good
understanding with

If you want to get a role in the movie. You’ve to get in good with the
director.
to get in hot water
to be in trouble, in a pickle or a pinch
Keep your mouth shut. You’re always getting in hot water.
to get in line
to wait one’s turn, wait, stand in line
Get in line and wait!
to get locked up
to be imprisoned or jailed, lose one’s freedom
He was caught robbing a house and, as a result, got locked up for a
couple of years.
to get in on
to become involved in, to participate in, be in on
I would like to get in on what you’re planning. I think that we
can make a lot of money.
to get in on the act
to participate in, be included in, get in on
Now that he is successful, he wants to get in on the act.
to get in on the ground level
to join or participate from the very beginning
This is the time to get in on the ground level.
to get in one’s face
to affront, face in defiance, confront, stand up to, dare, challenge

If you get in my face, I will knock you out.
to get in one’s hair
to irritate, annoy or bother
I wish he would go home; he always get in my hair.
to get in over one’s head
1.
to be too much, overwhelming, formidable or beyond one's
capacity or comprehension
This time you are over your head. You need to ask for help.
2.

(in reference to being in debt) to owe everyone, be in hock, in dire
straits, in the red
I got in over my head. I owe everyone and I am broke.

to get in someone’s face
to provoke, confront, stand up to, dare challenge, attack
Don’t get in my face or you and I are going to fight.
to get in with
1.
to enter, to be able go inside with
You can no longer get in with these keys. I changed the locks.
2.

to become friendly or well acquainted with (usually to receive
something in return)
He wants to get in with the receptionist to get an early
appointment with the doctor.

to get in wrong with
to be in trouble with, have problems with
It isn’t very smart to get in wrong with people who can kill you.

to get inside something
to become knowledgeable of the inner workings of, learn how
something functions
Once you get inside of the world of gaming, you will understand
John better.
to get into
to become enmeshed, involved or entangled with
I don’t want you to get into trouble.
to get into a flap
to become unnecessarily nervous, edgy or hyper
You are always getting into a flap for the smallest thing.
to get into a fix
to get into problems or difficulty
This time, I have really got into a fix.
to get into a hot spot
to be in a predicament, have trouble or problems
As a result of getting fired, I got into a hot spot with
my family.
to get into a jam
to have problems or difficulty, get in trouble
Last night I really get into a jam.
to get into a mess
to get into deep water, hot water or difficulty, be in a pickle
I got into a mess as a result of opening my big mouth.
to get into a pickle

to be in a predicament, have problems or difficulties
I got into quite a pickle when I tried to take a picture of him.
to get into a place
to arrive
What time will the bus get into the station?
to get into a rut
to live a life of boring routine, live a daily grind, be on a treadmill
I don’t know how I got into a rut. My life is so boring.
to get into a tight spot
to have problems, be in a jam or in a hot spot
How did you get into such a tight spot?
to get into deep water
to be in trouble or difficulty, be in hot water
I’m glad that I’m not in his shoes. Right now, he’s has gotten
into deep water.
to get into full swing
to peak, reach its maximum capacity
When the business gets in full swing, we can begin to earn a good
living.
to get into high gear
to begin function at the maximum or peak capacity
After my run, I’ll get into high gear.
to get into hot water
to have difficulty or problems, have a lot of explaining to do
Stop or you’re going to get into a lot of hot water.

to get into it with someone
to argue, to fight
I don’t want you to get into it with you. Why don’t we leave that
matter aside.
to get into one’s head
to finally believe or understand something
I have finally got into my head that I am going to win.
to get into one’s stride
to begin to function at a peak level
At last, I’ve gotten into my stride.
to get into shape
to become physically fit or health, lose weight, begin exercise
I’ve been lazy. I have to get into shape.
to get into someone
to cause or influence a change of behavior
Why did you do that? What got into you?
to get into someone’s bad book
to behave in such a way that one becomes the enemy of or get on the
bad side of someone (usually a person of power)
Now that you got into the producer’s bad book, you’ll never
get a job.
to get into someone’s drawers
to have sex with someone
I have been working hard to get into her drawers.

to get into someone’s head
1.
to make someone understand or believe something
He has finally got into his mother’s head that he does
have a chance.
2.

to totally understand another person by seeing his or her
perspective
You have to get into his head to understand.

to get into something
to become enmeshed, involved or entangled with
I don’t want you to get into trouble.
to get into the hang of doing something
to become used or accustomed to doing something
I think that I’m getting into the hang of speaking French.
to get involved with
to become involved, mixed up or associated with
I warn you to not to get involved with him. He is too unreliable.
to get into something
1.
to fit into, put on
I’ll get into these pants even if it kills me.
2.

to cause someone into entering or going inside of
Get into the house. I need to talk to you.

3.

to gain entrance into an organization or institution (usually
competitive ones)

I didn’t think that I would get into my first choice (university).
4.

to start or begin something
I am sorry that I got into the bad habit of smoking.

to get it
1.
to understand, comprehend, discern, phantom
It took a while but I finally got it.
2.

to answer (the door or the telephone)
I’m not going to get it. I don’t want to talk to anyone right now.

to get it down in black and write
to put in writing, not take someone’s word for something,
write something out
Until you get it down in black and white, I won’t believe anything he
says.
to get it for a steal
to get something for a bargain, a very cheap price or very inexpensively
This house is beautiful and I heard that she got it for a steal.
to get it in the neck
1.
to be loser in the competition
As a result of the economic changes, the poor, as always, are
getting it in the neck.
2.

to be rejected, left behind, abandoned, left behind
When the company relocated, the older employees got it in the
neck.

3.

to suffer punishment or a loss

He got it in the neck.
to get it off one’s chest
to relieve one’s conscience by confessing one’s wrong doing, to fess or
own up to
I had to get it off my chest. I have always been up front with my wife.
to get it on
to have sex
He is always ready to get it on.
to get it out
to publicize, let out, circulate
She was the one who got it out that she was getting a divorce.
to get it straight
1. to understand correctly or well
That is not what I said. You never get it straight.
2. to clarify, to make it clear, to have no misunderstanding
Let’s get it straight. Either you study or you leave.

to get it straight from the horse’s mouth
to receive the information directly from the source
I know it’s not true. I got it straight from the horse’s mouth.
to get it through one's head
to realize, absorb, take in, get the idea, finally understand, grasp
It has been hard to get it through my head that he has left me.
to get it up
to have an erection

I don’t think that he can even get it up.
to get it wrong
to be mistaken, in error, off the mark, wrong or out in left field
Once again, because you did not listen, you got it wrong.
to be jilted
to be abandoned, left or discarded
Ever since I got jilted, I have not had another relationship.
to get jittery
to become very nervous, agitated or tense
What is your problem? Why are you getting jittery?
to get joshed
to be made fun of, teased or kidded
She doesn’t mind getting joshed.
to get kicked around
to be abused, mistreated or push around
He is always getting kicked around by his siblings.
to kicked out
to be ejected, thrown out or forced to leave
Out got kicked out of the club.
to get kicked upstairs
to be given less or relieved of responsibilities by promoting someone
He got kicked upstairs because he is the son of the founder.
to get knifed in the back
to be betrayed, sold out or knifed in the back

How could you allow yourself to get knifed in the back?
to get knocked off
to be bumped off, killed, dispatched or taken out
I’m not going to leave the house; I don’t want to get knocked off.
to get laughed at
to be made fun of, be jeered or scoffed at
No one likes to get laughed at.
to get lax
to have become too permissive or indulgent
You don’t want to get lax with the children.
to get left
to be abandoned, deserted or forsaken
I got left by my wife after ten years of marriage.
to get left behind
to be left behind, be past by, have others go ahead
I refuse to get left behind in this competition. I have trained too hard.
to get left in the lurch
to be left, be abandoned or left stranded
I haven’t seen her since she got left in the lurch.
to get left out in the cold
to be ignored, given the cold shoulder, be not paid attention
This time I will not get left out in the cold.
to get let out

to be released from confinement (i.e. jail or hospital)
The moment that I get let out I’m going home.
to get lit
to get inebriated, high or staggering drunk
She got lit last night.
to get lit up
to get drunk, intoxicated or inebriated
Tonight, I plan to get lit up.
to get loose
to get free, no longer be held against one’s will, be let out
I don’t know how the prisoner got loose. A guard must
have helped to set him free.
to get lost
to lose one’s way, not know where one is
I am always getting lost.
to get lost in thought
to think about, consider, think over, entertain the idea of
Because of my past, I always get lost in thought.
to get lubricated
to be drunk, intoxicated or far gone
I have a horrible hangover because I got lubricated last night.
to get lynched
to be killed or murdered by a mob
In the southern part of the U.S., many persons got lynched.

to get mad
to become enraged, furious or incensed
Why are you always getting mad?
to get mad at
to become angry, mad or very annoyed with
We just don’t get along. She is always getting mad at me.
to get married
to marry, walk down the aisle, say ‘I do’
I hope that one day I too will get married.
to get mellow
to get drunk, have drunk too much, bleary-eyed
I get mellow when I need to get away.
to get mixed up in
to become involved, entangled or enmeshed in
No. The answer is no. I will not get mixed up in your problems.
to get mouthy with someone
to be sassy, impudent, brassy or brazen with
I smacked him because he got mouthy with me.
to get moving
to get started or cracking, do something, stop being lazy
Don’t you think it’s time that you get moving?
to get near
1.
to move closer to

If I could, I would like to get near the stage.
2.

to reach, approach, come close to, reach the level of
This film does not get anywhere near to the his first one.

to get nowhere
1.
to lead to nowhere or to nothing, not reach any end, not succeed
We will get nowhere if we continue with this plan.
2.

to not be able to make oneself understood despite all of one’s effort
I’m getting nowhere here. I can’t seem make the students
understand.

to get nowhere fast (slang)
to make no progress, remain where one is
All you are doing is getting nowhere fast.
to get nothing but spin from
to get a bias or slanted perspective on a matter or problem
I get nothing but spin from him.
to get off
1.
to descend from a vehicle of transportation
We have to get off at the next stop.
2.

to descend from a higher place
Get off the roof. You might fall.

3.

to remove or clean a mark or spot from
I can’t get off all the graffiti on the wall.

4.

to not be punished, not have to suffer the consequences of
It is not fair that they went to prison but she got off.

5.

to stop working
I don’t get off until ten o’clock tonight.

6.

to undress, remove, shed, take off
I have to get off these clothes. I’m soaked to the bone.

to get off easy
to not have to pay the consequences of one’s action, get smacked
on the wrist, receive almost no punishment for one’s action
If you are rich and powerful, generally you get off easy.
to get off lightly
1.
to not be punished for one’s actions, not have to deal with the
fallout of one’s action
He got off lightly for what he did.
2.

to not be badly hurt or injured
Thank God that I got off lightly in the accident.

to get off one’s ass
to stop being lazy
It’s time that you get off your ass and do something!
to get off one’s behind
to get to work, stop being good-for-nothing
I’m waiting for you to get off your behind.

to get off one’s butt
to stop being so easy going or shiftless
When are you going to get off your butt and start doing
something with your life.
to get off one’s clothes
to take off or remove one’s clothes
Get off your clothes and put them over there.

to get off of someone (or something)
to remove or disentangle oneself
Please, get off of that car. You can fall and hurt yourself.
to get off on (can be considered vulgar)
to greatly enjoy or become excited by
I do believe that he really gets off on all these problems.
to get off on the right foot
to start or begin a relationship well, make a good first impression
When I first met her, we got off on the right foot.
to get off on the wrong foot
to start or begin a relationship badly, make a very bad first impression
Frankly, initially, we got off on the wrong foot.
to get off one’s ass
to not be lazy, get a move on, stop sitting around doing nothing
It’s about time that you get off your ass and make some money.

to get off one’s back
to stop pestering, bothering, irritating or vexing
You need to get off my back and let me do my work.
to get off one’s duff
to get moving, get the show on the road, put one’s shoulder to the wheel
It’s time that you get off your duff and work.
to get off one’s feet
to get rest, stop working, take a break
If I don’t get off my feet, I’m going to drop.
to get off one’s high horse
to stop acting as if were superior or better, to be condescending or
snobbish
You need to get off your high horse and open your eyes.
to get off scot-free
to get away with it, not have to pay the consequences of one’s action
I can’t believe he didn’t get any jail time. He got off scot-free.
to get off someone’s case
to leave off, stop nagging, bothering or pestering
Will you please get off my case. I’ll do it when I can.
to get off the dime
to take an initiative, do something, get off one’s ass and move
It’s time to get off the dime.
to get off the hook
to no longer be in difficulty, get out of difficulty

Because he confessed the truth, I got off the hook.
to get off the track
to become distracted, lost or preoccupied, lose one’s train of thought
As a result talking about why it had happened, I got off the track.
to get off those wet things
to take off one’s wet clothing
Come in and get off those wet things.
to get off to a good start
to begin or start something correctly or well
To get off to a good start, I prepared my case well.
to get off to sleep
to finally or at last manage to go to sleep
I did not get off to sleep until well after one o’clock in the morning.
to get oiled
to get intoxicated, be under the sauce or the table
I feel no pain since I am in the process of getting oiled.
to get on
1.
to board or catch a vehicle of transportation (bus, boat, motorcycle)
What time did you get on the bus.
2.

to ascend onto or take a place on
Get on the horse.

3.

to put on

Before I go anywhere, I have to first get on my shoes.
4.

to dress, slip or change into
Get on your clothes as quickly as possible. We have to leave.

5.

to get along with
How are you two getting on?

to get on in the world
to prosper, flourish, thrive, fare or do well
It is not easy to get on in the world.
to get on one’s bad side
to do something so that one is disliked or hated
After you insulted his daughter, you can understand why you got on his
bad side.
to get on one’s case
to pick on, harass, hassle, nag
Why are you always getting on my case? Don’t you have someone
else to torment.
to get on one’s clothes
to put on one’s clothes, dress
I’ll be there as soon as I get on my clothes.
to get on one’s feet
to stand up
Get on your feet until I tell you to sit.
to get on one’s feet again

to recuperate, recover, make a comeback
I’m working hard to get on my feet again.
to get on one’s lap
to sit on one’s lap
Come get on my lap. I’ll read you a story.
to get on one’s last nerve
to irritate, irk, peeve, annoy, pester, make one lose one’s patience
She gets on my last nerve.
to get on one’s high horse
to act as if one is better than others, to put on airs of superiority
Don’t get on your high horse with me. You’re no better than the rest of
us.
to get on one’s nerves
to irritate, irk, peeve, annoy, pester, make one lose one’s patience
She gets on my nerves.
to get on someone
to scold, reprimand, castigate
Why are you always getting on me?
to get on someone about something
to chastise, reprimand, castigate, upbraid
It’s taken care of. I got on John about his behavior. He’ll behave.
to get on someone’s back
to annoy, irritate, bother, rile

He is always getting on my back.
to get on something
to put something on the body, put on an article of clothing (usually said
to another person in the imperative)
Hurry up, get on your clothes. We have to get out of here as soon as
possible.
to get on the ball
to become alert, wide awake or aware
If you don’t get on the ball, you’re out of here.
to get on the bandwagon
to join the crowd, go with the flow
Either you get on the bandwagon or you’re out.
to get on the stick
to have the heads-up, be smart, sharp or quick
On this job, you have to get on the stick.
to get on with
1.
to start working, stop standing around doing nothing,
get the show on the road
Let’s stop all this arguing and bickering and get on with it.
2.

to form a friendly relationship with
I don’t get on with him very well.

to get one back
to retaliate, take revenge, inflict punishment, avenge
I most definitely will get him back.
to get one hot (sexual slang which should be used carefully)
to become excited, impassioned, aroused or ardent

It was his aim to get her hot.
to get one nowhere
1.
to reach no destination, go around in circles, lead to nowhere
Walking this way will get you nowhere.
2.

to lead one to nothing, gain nothing, not succeed
Can’t you see that this behavior gets you nowhere.

to get one right here
(said as a person point to his/her heart) to impact, impress, affect one
greatly
What he said got me right here.
to get one ticked off
to become hot under the collar, indignant, very angry, infuriated or
enraged
I can’t talk to you now; you got me ticked off.
to get one step ahead of
to advance a little bit in front of, be somewhat in advance of
In I want the contract, I have to get, and stay, one step ahead of my
competitor.
to get one’s act together
to get oneself organized
I need to get my act together so that I can do everything I need to do.
to get one’s ass in a sling
to be in hot water, have big problems
As a result of what happened, he’s got his ass in a sling.

to get one’s ass in gear
to get moving or a move on, get in gear, not just sit around doing nothing
You graduated two months ago. It’s time that you get your
ass in gear and find a job.
to get one’s head out of one’s ass
to stop as if nothing is wrong, get one’s head out of the hole, pay
attention
Nothing is going to be possible until he gets his head out of his ass.
to get one’s banana peeled
to have sex, participate in sexual intercourse, copulate
Last night, he got his banana peeled.
to get one’s blood up
to get hot under the collar, let one’s anger rise, get one’s dander up,
bristle
His speech got my blood up.
to get one's breath back
to catch one's breath, breath normal again stop panting
and wheezing
Give me a moment so that I can get my breath back.
to get one’s business in order
indirect manner for a doctor to tell his patient that he or she is dying
I think that it is time that you get your business in order.
to get one’s cake and eat it too
to get or receive everything
You can’t get your cake and eat it too.
to get one’s claws into someone

to entrap, snag or catch someone in order to gain total control
of him or her
The moment that she gets her claws into him, he’ll be lost.
to get one’s claws out
to be ready or prepared to fight
When I saw her, I got my claws out.
to get one’s clock clean
to be totally and completely defeated or devastated, lose badly
He was expected to get his clock cleaned during the debate.
He didn’t.
to get one’s comeuppance
to get what one deserve, be punished, suffer the consequences
of one’s action
Yes! He finally got his comeuppance!
to get one’s dander up
to do a slow burn, get very angry, let one’s anger rise, get one’s back up
When she called my home, I got my dander up.
to get one’s dick in one’s zipper
to be in a situation which is both difficult and embarrassing
With that mouth, he is always getting his dick in his zipper.
to get one’s drift
to understand, get, comprehend
Do you get my drift? Frankly, no. I don’t understand what you mean?
to get one’s ducks (all) in a row
to be fully prepared, be ready for whatever comes

Now that I got my ducks (all) in a row, I’m not worried.
to get one's eyes used to the dark
to be able to see in the dark after a minute or two.
When I entered the house, it took time for me to get my eyes used to
the dark.
to get one's feet wet
to get a taste of something before partaking fully, put one’s toe in first,
experiment first
Wait. Let me get my feet wet first and than, if I like it, yes.
to get one's fingers burned
to suffer the consequences for meddling or interfering in other's business
or life
She got her fingers burned. That should teach her to mind her own
business.
to get one’s foot in the door
to find or get a niche, get in, make a break through
It was hard to get my foot in the door. This is a hard market to enter.
to get one’s goat
to agitate, pique, irritate, chafe, vex, bother, infuriate, anger
It is your own fault because you always let him get your goat.
to get one’s hands dirty
to become corrupted, dishonest, participate in illegal and/or moral
activity
In this case, you’ve got your hands dirty. I can no longer trust you.
to get one’s hand in

to get or become used to performing something
Once I got my hand in, working on a computer, I liked it.
to get one’s hands on someone
to chastise, lay into, give it to one, crown
When I get my hands on him, he will not know what hit him.
I am so angry.
to get one’s hands on something
to obtain, get a hold of, take possession of
I can’t wait until I get my hands on one of those paintings.
to get one's head together
to start behaving in a rational and acceptable manner, be no longer
acting irrationally
I must get my head together before I do something really detrimental.
to get one’s hook into someone
to entrap, snag or catch someone in order to gain total control of him
or her
The moment that she gets her hook into him, he’ll be lost.
to get one’s just deserts
to be punished, get what one deserves, suffer the consequences
It is about time that you get your just desert.
to get one’s lumps
to be pounded, beaten up or pummeled
Because he talked, he got his lumps.
to get one's mind off of
to purposely look for ways to not think about something, divert

one’s thoughts, distract or occupy oneself to not think
I'm listening to music to get my mind off of what's waiting for me at
home.
to get one's money back
to have one's money refunded or returned
If you don't want this, you can get your money back.
to get one’s money’s worth
to not be cheated or charged too much, not overcharged
This concert is fantastic. I got my money’s worth.
to get one’s nuts
to have an ejaculation, ejaculate semen
He get his nuts the moment that he sees a beautiful woman.
(other expressions which mean the same: to get off, to get it off,
to get one’s rocks, to get one’s rock off )
to get one’s own way
to be in total control, be as one wants it, be in the driver’s seat
He is not used to compromising. He has always gotten his own way.
to get one’s paws off of one (slang)
to remove or take one’s hands off of one, not touch
I told you to get your paws off of me.
to get one’s phone calls returned
to be powerful, prestigious or of great influence
How powerful is he? Let’s just say that he always gets his phone calls
returned.
to get one’s pound a flesh

to make a demand which, although totally legal and within one’s right,
is inhuman, cruel, unsympathetic,
The price you are asking will break me but you will get your pound of
flesh.
to get one’s rock off
vulgar way of speaking of male orgasm
When I saw her, I got my rocks off.
to get one's sea legs
1.
to be able to walk normally while traveling on a ship
I’m going to stay here until I get my sea’s legs.
2.

to not feel sick or no longer feeling while traveling on a ship
I don't care how long I travel, I will never get my sea legs.

to get one’s shit together
to organize, get oneself together, collect one’s thought
It’s about time that you get your shit together.
to get one’s stuff together
to organize oneself, get oneself together mentally, get one’s head in order
It’s time that you get your stuff together.
to get one’s teeth into
to enjoy, relish or take satisfaction in working at or doing something
At last, a job that I can get my teeth into.
to get one’s ticket punched
1.
to be rejected, slapped down, rebuffed or cast aside
I can’t say that this is the first time that I got my ticket punched.
2.

to be killed or murdered

If he talks, he will get his ticket punched.
to get one's tongue round
to be able to say, articulate or pronounce, render intelligible
I can't get my tongue round that word in German.
to get one’s walking papers
to be canned, thrown out, fired, ousted or bounced
I got my walking papers this morning.
to get oneself free from
to set free, let or turn loose, unyoke, unchain
After the accident, I had a hard time getting myself free from the
wreckage.
to get oneself together
to collect oneself, not lose control, organize oneself
It’s about time that you get yourself together.
to get oneself up
1.
to wake oneself up
I don’t need a clock. I can get myself up.
2.

to rise oneself from a sitting or lying position
I can’t seem to get myself up. I’m so lazy.

to get oneself up to date
to become current, find out what is current
I’ve been out of the country for a while. I have to get myself up to date.
to get onto

1.

to rise onto
Get on the roof. You see the game perfectly from there.

2.

to ascend onto a vehicle of transportation
It’s time to get onto the bus.

3.

to move on or advance to what come next
It’s time to get onto the next stage of the process.

4.

to begin to talk about
Why are we talking about this? I don’t remember how we got onto
this subject.

5.

to be appointed or winning an election
Now that you got onto the ticket, you can determine how this
election goes.

to get onto someone
to find out or discover a secret which is bad
The moment I got onto him I knew that he could not be trusted.
to get out
1.
to leave, depart, go away, split
I want you to get out now!
2.

to become common knowledge, become known, be publicized
I don’t want to get out that I was not born here.

3.

to socialize, mingle, leave the house

Frankly, I don’t get out much. I normally stay close to home.
4.

to leave or descend from a motor vehicle (i.e. car, taxi or van)
Get out of this car now!

5.

to leave any vehicle of transportation
I will get out at the end of the line.

6.

to remove or wash out a stain or mark
This will get out that blood stain.

7.

to remove from a place of storage
Can you get out some more blankets. We’re going to need them.

8.

to publish, print, crank or put out
It takes more than a month to get out a magazine.

9.

to deliver, transmit, communicate, broadcast
We are able to get out more than twenty web sites a month.

to get out a few lines
to manage to say or utter something (usually with great difficulty)
Before fainting, she managed to get out a few lines.
to get out a few words
to manage to say or utter something (usually with great difficulty)
Before fainting, she managed to get out a few words.

to get out from under
1.
to longer be underneath, beneath or below
Hurry up! Get from under that bridge. It’s about to fall.
2.

to no longer be obligated or bound or constrained by, be no longer
under the control of
I’m glad that I got out from under my family. I can do what I
want.

to get out into the world
to leave the home or one’s own world to see the outside world
Once I finish the university, I want to get out into the world.
to get out of
1.
to be set free or let loose
I got out of prison last night.
2.

to try to escape from or evade one’s responsibility
He’s trying to get out of paying his bill but I won’t let him.

3.

to no longer be in the state of something
I’ve gotten out of practice.

to get out of a date
to no longer be expected to go out on a date with someone
I get out of a date by any means possible.
to get out of a mess
to solve a problem, remove or extract oneself from a bad situation
I don’t know how you are going to get out of this mess.

to get out of a place
1.
to leave, remove oneself from, depart from
I need to get out of this house or I’m going to go crazy.
2.

to be able to leave a place which is difficult to leave or which is
dangerous
I am happy that I got out of there with my life and money.

to get out of breath
to be gasping, laboring to breath panting, breathless or huffing
I've run so hard that I got out of breath.
to get out of calling someone
to no longer be responsible for getting in contact or calling someone
Why are you trying to get out of calling her? What’s the problem.
to get out of date
to no longer be current or up-to-date
How did you web site get out of date?
to get out of doing something
to no longer be responsible for doing something, wiggle or worm out of
doing something
He has gotten out of cleaning the house.
to get out of earshot
to not be able to be overheard, be out of the range of being overheard
Let’s go over here so that we get out of earshot.
to get out of focus
to no longer be in focus, be out of focus, be unfocused

How did the television get out of focus?
to get out of going to work
to no longer be responsible to go to work
I got out of going to work tomorrow. So, we can go to New York.
to get out of hand
to be out of control, no longer be in control, be unruly
I will not permit the children to get out of hand.
to get out of hot water
to solve a problem, remove or extract oneself from a bad situation
I don’t know how I’m going to get myself out of hot water.
to get out of line of
to be impudent, insolent, impertinent with
I’m hoping that he won’t get out of line.
to get out of one’s sight (usually used in the imperative form)
to leave, remove oneself
Get out of my sight! I can’t stand seeing you.
to get out of one’s depth
to be out of one’s intellectual comfort zone, be drowning, be
beyond one’s limit
If I join this discussion, I will be getting out of my depth.
to get out of one’s face
1.
to not be so close to the face of one, move away
I want you to get out of my face now. Talk to me from over there.

2.

to stop irritating, pestering, vexing, annoying or getting of the
nerves of
Get out of my face! I don’t know what you want.

to get out of one’s way
to move, give way or step aside so that someone could leave
Get out of my way. I’m leaving now.
to get out of order
to no longer be in order, no longer be systemized, be out of order
How did this get out of order?
to get out of practice
to no longer be used to or accustomed to doing, be no longer
in the habit
I’m not as fast as I used to be. I’ve gotten out of practice.
to get out of reach
to no longer be within reach or range, can not be seized or grabbed
Now that he has moved to Washington, he has gotten out of reach.
to get out of sight
to no longer be in view or sight
I don’t want the children to get out of sight.
to get out of something
to no longer be responsible or obligated to do something
It was not easy to get out of going to the party. It took a lot of work.
to get out of the enemy’s range
to no longer be in reach or scope, be outside of the limit
We have to get out of the enemy’s range or we are all dead ducks.

to get out of the habit of
to stop or no longer continue doing
I’m trying to get out of the habit of hollering.
to get out of the way
to move, give way, step aside so that someone could leave
I need for you to get out of the way. I’m leaving.
to get out while the getting is good
to quit or leave an organization or business while everything is going
well, depart at the peak or the best period
I know that it looks like the company is making a lot of money but my
advice is to get out while the getting is good.
to get out with
1.
to finally be able to say what has been difficult or impossible to say
Get out with it. Time is passing and I don’t have all day.
2.

to be able to leave a place which is difficult to leave or which is
dangerous
I am happy that I got out of there.

to get out of work
to leave one’s job before the designated time
I got out of work to come visit you.
to get over
1.
to go from one side to the other, cross over
I can’t get over to the other side of street; there’s too
much traffic.
2.

to visit or go to see someone at one’s home

I’ll try to get over to your place later this evening.
3.

to travel or journey to, take a trip or voyage to
I would love to get over to Europe this summer.

4.

to be able to control, govern or master
I know that you’re scared but you have to learn to get over it.

5.

to recuperate or recover one’s health
It has not been easy to get over this cold.

6.

to bounce back, no longer be longing for, be happy again
I think that I have finally gotten over John. I don’t love him
anymore.

7.

to assimilate or accept news which is shocking
It took years to get over the assassination.

8.

to not be able to believe, accept or assimilate (usually in the
negative)
I still can’t get over the fact that he is a drug addict.

to get over on someone
to outdo, beat, beat out, get the better of
What can I say? He was able to get over on me.

to get over someone
1.
to no longer be mourning or grieving over or no longer be thinking
or being sad about someone or something
It’s about time that you get over him. He’s not worth it.

to get over something
to no longer be sick, be recuperating, improving or getting better
I am hoping that I get over this cold soon.
to get over to a place
to go to a place, visit, stop or drop by
When I’m able I’ll get over to your house to see you.
to get over with
to finish, end, conclude, terminate, close, bring to an end
We should get over with all this mess in a day or two.
to get passed over
to be ignored, eliminated or omitted
When it comes to promotions, I always get passed over.
to get past
1.
to move ahead of, beyond or past
I was never able to get past the type of life that I had lived.
2.

to be later than a time
I’m get worried because it’s getting past nine o’clock and
she’s still not home.

3.

to move past or beyond or go beyond without difficulty
You will not get past your mother to go out tonight.

4.

to be accepted by someone or something, pass the test
This type of work will never get past the inspectors.

to get past being a joke
to no longer be funny, be taken seriously

This has gotten past being a joke. It is serious
to get past being funny
to no longer be funny or amusing
It will get way past being funny if he does what you say.
to get past caring
to no longer care, no longer be of importance or concern
I have gotten past caring what he does or doesn’t do.
to get past endurance
to be more than one is able to tolerate or stand
His behavior has gotten past endurance.
to get past one
to be able to comprehend, absorb or digest
His way of thinking has always got past me.
to get past something
to be able to understand or grasp something
I couldn’t get past the first few pages.
to get peeved
to become incensed, indignant, very angry, infuriated, enraged or
irritated
His attitude got me peeved.
to get physical
to have sex, engage in sexual intercourse
I do love when we get physical.

to get pissed (off)
to become irate, infuriated or enraged
I got pissed (off) when he told me what had happened.
to get played (slang)
to get humiliated, put down or humbled
He got played by his opponent.
to get plastered
to be drunk, be under the table or three sheets to the wind, be boiled
I got plastered last night.
to get poked fun of
to get made fun of, be kidded or mocked
He is always getting poked fun of.
to get poohed- poohed
to be dismissed as insignificant, be disdained or sneered at
I did not appreciate getting poohed-poohed by your family.
to get pumped full of lead
to be shot, killed, gunned down or murdered
He got pumped full of lead so that they would be sure that he died.
to get pushed around
to be cowed, browbeaten or overpowered
I won’t get pushed around this time.
to get pushy
to become aggressive or obtrusive
Don’t get pushy with me! You don’t control me.

to get put in one’s place
to be insulted, put down or slighted
When she went to the party, she got put in her place by almost
everyone there.
to get raked over the coals
to be chastised, be dressed down, be called on the carpet
This morning I got raked over the coals.
to get ratted out
to be betrayed, double-crossed or informed on
I don’t know by who but I got ratted out.
to get rattled
to become confused or bewildered, be thrown off track or off balance
Every time I see him, I get rattled.
to get razzed
to be teased, kidded or made fun of
She is tired of getting razzed.
to get ready
to prepare or prime oneself
I’ll be down in a while. I got to go upstairs to get ready.
to get real
to face reality, stop living in one’s own fantasy world, open one’s eyes
Get real! He will never agree.
to get red in the face

to blush, change color, turn red, flush
Every time she gives a speech, she gets red in the face.
to get ribbed
to be teased, kidded, poked fun of
It doesn’t hurt anyone to get ribbed.
to get rid of
to dismiss, fire, give one’s walking papers to, force to leave, give the boot
to
He got rid of all those persons who did not want to work.
to be riddled with bullets
to be shot many times, be filled with bullets
His bodies showed that he got riddled with bullets.
to get ripped off
to be misused, exploited, taken for a ride, cheated, taken advantage of
When I first arrived, I got ripped off.
to get round
1.
to move about freely, not be restricted or limited physically
As a result of having a broken leg, I can’t get round.
2.

to socialize, make the rounds, visit, circulate
Because I have a houseful of children, I’m not able to get round
anymore.

3.

to gather or cluster around
I need everyone to get round the table so that hear this
announcement.

4.

to have spread, publicized, made public or bandied about
What happened between us got round quite quickly.

5.

to evade or avoid by using once cleverness or astuteness
It is the job of an accountant to get round the different tax laws.

6.

to take or travel around, get about
You can get round the city without any trouble.

7.

to visit, drop by
What time can you get round?

to get roasted
to be jeered, scoffed or laughed at
When I went to the party, I got roasted.
to get roped in
to get tricked, be misled, ensnared, entrapped
It’s your own fault. You allowed yourself to get roped in.
to go round (see to get around)
to get round the table
to be disposed or willing to meet to reach an agreement
I hope that once we get round the table, we can reached an agreement.
to get run of the house
to have no limitations, restrictions, rules, regulations or checks

She got run of the house so there is nothing that you can do.
to get schmaltzy
to become over sentimental, emotional or weepy
Stop getting schmaltzy. What is the matter with you?
to get scoffed at
to be laughed at, ridiculed or made fun of
He did it because he got scoffed at.
to get served (slang)
to get humiliated, put down or humbled
He got served by his opponent.
to get set apart
to be separated from the group
I don’t understand why my project got set apart.
to get shafted (strong slang/ can be considered vulgar)
to be betrayed, sold out or stabbed in the back
All I can say is that I got shafted.
to get shot down
to be killed, murder or gunned down
He got shot down while walking home.
to get shot up
to be shot with a lot of bullets, be riddled with bullets
Although he got shot up, he survived.
to get sick

to become sick or ill, be under the weather
Last Saturday, I got sick.
to get singled out
to be put aside or apart
I got singled out to take all the blame.
to get skinned alive
to be harshly chastised or reproached, be chided
I know that when I get home that I’m going to get skinned alive.
to get sloshed
to be intoxicated or drunk
Last weekend I got sloshed.
to get smacked on the wrist
to get off lightly, be only lightly punished, disciplined or penalized
for a misdeed
Nothing happened to him. He only got smacked on the wrist.
to get smart with someone
to be brazen, sassy or impudent
Don’t you get smart with me. I won’t stand for it.
to get smoked out
to be forced to leave one’s hiding place
I will make sure that he gets smoked out.
to get snowed
to be deceived, fooled, tricked, hoodwinked
I can not deny that I got snowed; I had believed him.

to get snubbed
to be cold shouldered, ignored or shunned
Every time I go to one of his parties, I get snubbed.
to get soaked
to be cheated, swindled or overcharged
I paid too much for this house. I got soaked.
to get soaked and wet
to get very wet or doused by rain
I got soaked and wet even though it was not raining hard.
to get soaked to the bones
to become soaked, very wet or wet
I got caught in the rain so, by the time I got home, I got soaked to the
bones.
to get soaked to the skin
to be wet through and through, soppy or wet to the skin
I got soaked to the skin after being out in the rain.
to get soft
1.
to become weak, feeble or debilitated
Because you have not exercise for a long time, you have
gotten weak.
2.

to no longer be hard, strong or tough
What has happened? You have gotten soft.

3.

to have become lenient, permissive or indulgent
Since having children, you have gotten soft.

to get some balls
to stop being afraid, get some courage, stand up
You need to get some balls and do something.
to get some fresh blood
to bring in new people or persons into an organization or company
We need to get some fresh blood to bring in some new ideas.
to get some kind of mileage out of
to get or have a vehicle one can get sufficient or satisfactory mileage out
of
I want a car that I can get sufficient mileage out of.
to get some new blood
to bring in new people or persons into an organization
This company needs to get some new blood or we're going to sink.
to get someone
to call someone for help
I need you to get John. I need his help.
to get someone anywhere
to take one to any place, get one there
This bus will get you anywhere you want to go.
to get someone around the table
to have a meeting, conference or gathering around the table
Once I get everyone around the table, we can solve this problem.
to get someone (or something) away from someone or something
to remove or take away someone or something from someone or

something
Try to get the child away from her mother.
to get someone back
1.
to have someone go or come back to one, have someone return
After my wife left me I never thought I would get her back.
2.

to recover someone who has been kidnapped or taken away by force
It took a lot of money for us to get our child back.

3.

to return someone, bring back
I promise that I will try to get Mary back before you have to leave.

to get someone (or something) by hook or by crook
to get in any way possible, obtain by any means possible
He will get what he wants by hook or by crook.
to get someone by the balls
to have someone in a painful, difficult or extremely uncomfortable
situation
There is nothing that he can do since she has got him by the balls.
(other expressions which mean the same: to get someone by the short
hairs, to get someone by the curlies, to get someone by the
knickers)
to get someone down
to depress or sadden someone, bring down
Whenever he comes around, he gets everyone down.
to get someone (or something) down
1.
to bring or take down
Can you get that plate down from the shelf? I can’t reach it.

2.

to force or make fall
Once I get him down, you can quickly handcuff him.

to get someone free from
1.
to free, rescue, unbind, unshackle, extricate
The firemen got the man from the car.
2.

to help get away from, free or liberate from
Thank you for get me free from my mother-in-law. She’s such a
bore.

to get someone (or something) in hand
to have or get under control
I've got everything in hand so stop worrying.
to get someone (or something) in one's blood
to become obsessed with, fixated or absorbed by, hung or wrapped
up in, caught up or immersed in
She has gotten modeling in her blood.
to get someone off
to exonerate, clear, acquit
I don’t know how his lawyer got him off.
to get someone off
to help someone to have an orgasm or to come
It is not at all easy to get someone off.
to get someone (or something) off of someone
to remove, extricate or disentangle someone (or something) from someone
Could you please help me to get this rock off of my son?

to get someone (or something) off one’s hands
to rid or free oneself of a responsibility
I would love for him to leave. I want to get him off my hands.
to get someone on something
to have someone get to work on or attend something, assign someone to
I’ll get John on that as soon as he arrives.
to get someone on the line
to get in touch with, communicate on the phone with
Try to get John on the line. I need to talk to him now.
to get someone on the phone
to communicate with, get in contact with, talk on the phone
I’m worried. I haven’t been able to get my boyfriend on the phone.
to get someone (or something) on one’s feet
to help someone or something to become independent, organized
and functioning
This loan will help to get me on its feet. It’s what I need to live
on my own.
to get someone onto
1.
to have one to work on or at
I will get my employees onto the paper work as soon as I get
back to the office.
to get someone out
1.
to make someone leave his or her home to work
I had to get the doctor out late last night so that he could
take care of father.

2.

to have someone on duty
We’ve got the police out all over the area.

to get someone out of
to remove someone from a place
I want to get him out of here as soon as possible.
to get someone (or something) out of one's head
to purposely make oneself forget or stop thinking about something
I can't get him out of my head.
to get someone out of one’s bed
to force someone to leave his or his home in the late night to work
I’m sorry to get you out of your bed but I think something is wrong.
to get someone out of one’s hair
to stop being annoyed or bothered by someone
I finally got my mother out of my hair.
to get someone (or something) out of one’s head
to no longer think about, stop thinking about or pondering on
I finally got John out of my head. I think that I’m over him.
to get someone out of one's mind
to force or obligate oneself to stop thinking about, divert one’s
thoughts, distract oneself from recalling an experience or person
I am desperately looking for a way to get him out of my mind.
to get someone out of one’s system
to no longer be in love or obsessed with someone, no longer always be
thinking about someone

At last she got him out of her system. Now she can go out with other
people.
to get someone out of someone’s hair
to stop someone annoying or bothering someone
I finally got my mother-in-law out of my husband’s hair.
to get someone (or something) out of the way
to eliminate, do away with, exterminate, kill, extinguish
She has become an obstacle. You’ve got to get her out of the way.
to get someone (or something) under something
to place or put someone or something under something
During an earthquake, it’s important to you get everyone
under this desk.
to get someone over a barrel
to have someone in a disadvantageous, uncomfortable or
difficult position
He loves to get his opponent over a barrel. That’s how he wins.
to get someone riled up
to get one’s blood up, become angry, incensed or indignant
He is always getting me riled up.
to get someone (or something) to someone or something
1.

to take someone (or something) to someone or something
I can get the baby to you in a half an hour.

2.

to send someone (or something) to someone or something
I can get the letter to you by tomorrow.

to get someone (or something) under control
to have control or command of
I must learn to get my temper under control.

to get someone under one’s thumb
to be in total control over someone, exercise control, rule or reign over
someone
Once they married, she has got him under her thumb.
to get someone up
1.
to wake someone up, awaken, awake
I have to get John up in about an hour.
2.

to help someone or something up to one’s feet
It was not easy to get the horse up. He wanted to remain
lying down.

to get someone (or something) up against something
to stand next to
Get the children up against the wall.
to get someone up for something
to help ready or prepare someone for a competition
It’s my job to get John up for the race. I think that he could win.
to get someone where one lives
to hit or strike home, to affect one greatly
He has always succeeded to get me where I live.
to get someone (or something) wrong

to be mistaken or wrong
I got it all wrong.

to get someone's back up
to make some angry, vexed or irritated
You now got my back up.
to get someone’s blood up
to greatly irritate, vex, pique or chafe someone
He is always getting my blood up. He gets me so angry.
to get someone’s dander up
to tick off, anger, incense
After what he’s done. He’s got her dander up.
to get someone’s ear
to be listened or paid attention to, have someone's attention
I thank God for my luck; I was able to get the president’s ear.
to get someone’s goat
to anger, get a rise out of, infuriate, annoy
Can’t you see that he wants to get your goat?
to get someone’s Irish up
to chafe, incense, greatly annoy, raise one’s hackles
When I heard the news, it got my Irish up.
to get someone’s hackles up
to angry, infuriate, drive up the wall
He is always getting my hackles up.

to get some rays (slang)
to get some sunshine, take in some sun
Let’s go to the beach and get some rays.
to get some shut eye
to get some sleep, nap, doze
If I don’t get some shut eye, I’ll never make it through tomorrow.
to get some sleep
to take a nap, doze off
If I don’t get some sleep, I’m going to drop right here.
to get something all fouled up
to bungle, botch, spoil
How could you get something so simple all fouled up?
to get something all out of proportion
to greatly exaggerate the importance or significance of something, make
a mountain out of a molehill
You have gotten this problem all out of proportion. It’s not
that all important.
to get something back
to have someone or something returned to one, recover, obtain again
It took years but I finally got all my money back.
to get something down
1.
to swallow or eat with great difficulty
2.

My throat is so soar that I can’t even get soup down.
to write down, note, record
I’m going to write the rule down.

to get something down on paper
to put in writing, write down the information
You talking to fast for me to get everything that you’re saying down
on paper.
to get something down to a fine art
to know how to do, execute or perform something perfectly
He got cooking down to a fine art.
to get something from
to receive, obtain or secure something from
I can’t get the truth from him.

to get something from someone
to catch from, become sick or ill with
I got my cold from John. He should not have come to school late.
to get something home to someone
1.
to quickly transport, carry or bring home to someone
I going to get this pizza home to John. He claims that he
starving to death.
2.

to make one understood, help one to get the picture, help one to
grasp
You have to get it home to her that she has to work outside of the
home. We don’t have any money.

to get something in order
to organize, put in order, arrange, tidy up
I have to get my desk in order.

to get something off
to remove, move, take off
When you get your pants off, put them in the washing machine.
to get something into one's head
1.
to devise, think of or up, design, contrive
Suddenly, almost out of nowhere I got the idea into my head.
2.

to learn, finally understand, know, get it
I finally got it into my head. You don’t love me.

to get something into someone or something
to put or introduce something into someone or something
You need to get more water into the bowl as soon as possible. If not,
the fish will die.
to get something off
to send, mail, ship
Before we leave, l have to send this package off to my sister.
to get something off one’s chest
to talk, confess, spill the beans, spill one’s guts, let out, let the cat out of
the bag
I understand that he wants to get it off his chest but his action will
effect me.
to get something off the ground
to set in motion, begin, start, start the ball rolling
It wasn’t easy to get this business off the ground. It took a lot
of hard work.
to get something on someone (or something)
to dig up dirt or negative information on someone

I don’t know what but the magazine has got something on him. It’s
going to publish it next week.
to get something out
1
to extricate, remove, extract
The doctor had quite a time getting the bullet out.
2.

to make public secret, confidential, intimate or illegal information
He got the information out so that everyone would know the
truth.

to get something out in the open
to make public or publicize something which has been kept secret,
hidden
or under wraps
He got the scandal out in the open.
to get something out of one’s system
1.
to remove or eliminate something from one’s system through
defecation or vomiting
I got all that alcohol out of my system.
2.

to no longer want or need to do something anymore as a result of
having
done it numerous times
She has finally got having a big wedding out of her system.
She’s already had four.

3.

to do what one has been afraid or fearful of doing for an extended
period of time
She has finally got fear of flying out of her system.

to get something out of someone
1.
to force or obligate someone to confess something

The police beat him until they got the confession out of them.
2.

to force or obligate someone to divulge a secret
I got the latest gossip out of her.

to get something over and done with
to finish or end with something once and for all
I wanted to get it over and done with now!
to get something over to someone
to explain, clarify or make clear something to someone
I can’t seem to get it over to him how dangerous the situation is.
to get something over with
to finish, end or conclude with
I want to get this over with as soon as possible.
to get something right
to not blunder, get wrong or make any mistake
If you don’t get this right, I’m going to have to fire you.
to get something sewn up
to have secured, obtained or landed something
I think that I got the job sewn up.
to get something spoiled
1.
to be spoiled, dirtied, smeared, stained
How did you get your dressed spoiled?
2.

to decompose, go bad, turn, rot
After being out too long, the food got spoiled.

to get something through one’s head
to have difficulty understanding a difficult idea, to grasping a hard
concept
I still find it difficult to get his politics through my head.
to get something through someone’s head
to help one to understand, grasp or get a difficult idea or concept
She works hard to get calculus through our head.
to get something to someone
to bring or transport something to someone
I have to get this letter to John as quickly as possible.
to get something under one’s belt
1.
to have learnt how to do, perform or execute something
I have finally gotten this language under my belt.
2.

to have achieved, accomplished or attain something
He has got a number of kills under his belt.

to get something underway
to set moving, give impulse to, activate, push forward
It took a long time to get everything underway.
to get something unwanted in the body
to have or receive unwanted foreign material in the body
I got a splinter in my finger.
to get something up
1.

to build, construct

We can get the building up in about a year.
2.

to put up
I have to get all the family pictures up today.

to get something wrapped up
to finish, complete, wind up, close
Thank you that I finally got this project wrapped up.
to get something wrong
to be wrong, be in error, be mistaken
I must admit that I got it wrong. He was not guilty.
to get some Zs
to take a nap, get some sleep
I need to get some Zs.

to get stabbed in the back
to be betrayed, sold out or knifed in the back
How could you allow yourself to get stabbed in the back.
to get staggering drunk
to get very drunk, be too drunk to walk or stand up straight
I hate when you get staggering drunk.
to get stars in one’s eyes
to be greatly impressed, obsessive or fascinated, by Hollywood, celebrities
and fame
Ever since she went to Los Angeles she has got stars in her eyes.

to get stewed
to be very drunk, high or intoxicated
I did not mean to get stewed last night.
to get stewed to the grills
to be feeling good, be drunk, lit or intoxicated
She’s not here because last night she got stewed to the grills.
to get stoned
to be under the influence of drugs, be high or gone
Why did you get stoned? You know that you can’t drive home.
to get stuck up
to be robbed with a gun
I got stuck up in broad daylight.
to get stupid
to really enjoy oneself, have fun
He loves getting stupid.
to get sucked up in
to get ensnarled, entangled, enmeshed or caught up in
I will not get sucked up in all of this.
to get swallowed up
to be totally absorbed, devoured, taken over or assimilated
The country got swallowed up.
to get taken
to be cheated, swindled, ripped off, embezzle

Although I consider myself an intelligent person, I have gotten taken a
few times.
to get taken for a ride
to be fooled, deceived, duped or fooled
This time, I did not get taken for a ride.
to get taken to the cleaners
to be soaked, forced to pay an unheard of amount, bled or milked
When he got divorced, he got taken to the cleaners.
to get tanked
to get drunk, intoxicated, lit or woozy
He loves getting tanked.
to get tanned
to stay out in the sun to get brown or bronze-colored
It is now very dangerous to get tanned.
to get tarred and feathered
to be severely punished, penalized or disciplined
Because of what I have done, I’m going to get tarred and feathered.
to get tarred with the same brush
to be judge as guilty or culpable as one’s family or friends
It is not fair that I get tarred with the same brush. I did nothing.
to get teed off
to greatly incense or annoy, anger, raise someone’s ire
Every time I see him, I get teed off.

to get testy
to be impatient, irritable, grumpy or touchy
Stop complaining. You are always getting testy.
to get the ax
to get fired or laid-off, be let go from one’s work
Last Friday, I got the ax.
(other expressions which mean the same: to get the ax, to
get the can, to get the air, to get the boot, to get the old heave-ho)
to get the ball
to now have the responsibility or duty
Now that you’ve got the ball, what are you going to do with it?
to get the best of
to defeat, beat, get the worst of
The insurgents managed to get the best of the government soldiers.
to get the best of both world
to receive or have the advantages of two different systems
What you want is not always possible. Only rarely do we
get the best of both worlds.
to get the better of
to outwit, do better than, outmaneuver
It had not been easy but I was able to get the better of my rival
and win.
to get the bird
to be booed, hissed, verbalize one’s disapproval
When the team came out, he got the bird.

to get the bit between one’s teeth
to be beyond control, go one’s own way, cast off all control
When he gets the bit between his teeth, all hell breaks out.
to get the book thrown at one
to be jailed or imprisoned, be thrown in jail
It’s about time that he got the book thrown at him.
to get the brush
to be rejected, dismissed, ignored or rebuffed
She got the brush from her father’s new wife.
to get the business
to be treated badly, roughly, rudely, cruelly
Because of the way that she hated, when she went to the party
she got the business.
to get the cold shoulder
to be treated with coldness, indifference, coolness, or remoteness
I'm always getting the cold shoulder from her.
to get the corner office
to have an office which is ideally set location wise and power wise
One day, I hope that I can get the corner office.
to get the day off
to not have to work, have a vacation, have off
Tomorrow, I’ve got the day off.
to get the door
to answer a knock on the door, go to door and open it to see who

is knocking
Please, get the door.
to get the dope on
to get the secret information or gossip on someone
I have no idea how they got the dope on me. Someone talked.
to get the drift of
to get, comprehend, understand, see
No, I don’t understand anything. I don’t get the drift of his
conversation.
to get the drop on
to get unfair aid, help or assistance, to start on third base
He’s got the drop on everyone because his father is the president of the
company.
to get the edge on someone
to be a little bit ahead, have slightly surpassed, have gained ground
I must admit that he has gotten the edge on me.
to get the goods on someone
to have gossip on someone, have secret or confidential information on
someone
Yes, it’s true. They’ve got the goods on me.
to get the green light
to be given the authorization, be given the go-ahead or the nod
I’m waiting to get the green light.
to get the hang of
to understand, learn, finally understand or get

It took a long time but at last I got the hang of it.
to get the heebie-jeebies
to become nervous, anxious or antsy
I don’t know why but every time I a policeman looks
at me, I get the heebie-jeebies.
to get the inside story
to receive or have secret and reliable information or news on someone
I got the inside story. You will not believe what she’s done.
to get the jump on someone
to get or have a head start on, to start before another
The only way that I will is if I get the jump on him.
to get the key to the city
to have full authority or rights, have no restrictions
Although you got the key to the city that does not mean you can do
what you want.
to get the lead out
to hurry, rush, make it snappy, hurry up, get moving
What are you waiting for? Get the lead going out.
to get the lights on
to turn on the lights
Get the lights on so that we can see the damage.
to get the lion’s share
to get the majority or more than fifty percent
He got the lion’s share of the votes.

to get the low down on
to obtain or receive secret information about someone
I got the low down on her. I couldn’t believe what I heard.
to get the measure of
to judge, determine, deduce
It was not difficult to get the measure of him. It was obvious that
he was a person who can not be trusted.
to get the most out of someone or something
to attain, obtain or procure the utmost from something
I’m going to get the most out of this experience.
Get the nerve up to do something
to acquire the courage, pluck or mettle to do something
He has finally got the nerve up to demand justice.
to get the nod
to be given the okay, approval or authorization, be approved
He got the nod that he was waiting for.

to get the phone
to answer the phone, pick up the phone to take an in-coming call
Mary, I’m busy right now. Could you get the phone and take a
message.
to get the picture
to finally understand, figure out, see the light
It took a long time but I finally got the picture. He does not love me.

to get the poop on
to get the inside story, info or information
I got the poop on all of them.
to get the scoop on
to obtain or get the inside secret or information before anyone else
I was fired because I did not get the scoop on the candidate.
to get the show on the road
to get moving, launch, get going, take off, get on the stick
No more talking. Let’s get the show on the road.
to get the shitty end of the stick
to get the worse end of the deal, be in an inferior position
I am always getting the shitty end of the stick.
(other expressions that mean the same thing: to get the crappy end of
the stick, to get the short end of the stick, to get the dirty end of
the stick, to get the rough end of the stick, to get the shit end of
the stick, to get the cruddy end of the stick, to get the thick end of
the stick)
to get the skinny on
to get or obtain inside information, be given info most people are
unaware of
I got the skinny on all the parties on campus this week.
to get swallowed up
to be completely taken over or absorbed
Can’t you see that our company is going to get swallowed up?
to get the truth out of someone
to force someone to confess a crime or a secret

If it is the last thing that I do, I will get the truth out of him.
to get the weight off one’s feet
to sit down, put one’s feet up
Come in. Get the weight off your feet.
to get the weight off one’s legs
to rest, take the load off one’s feet
I need to rest and get the weight off my legs.
to get the whole ball of wax
to obtain or receive everything, get the whole deal
I intend to get the whole ball of wax. I do not intend to compromise.
to get the whole kit and caboodle
to get everything, not to hold oneself back or not limit oneself in
what one wants
At the beauty salon, I get the whole kit and caboodle.
to get the whole shooting match
to obtain or get everything, leave nothing behind
In this trial, I intend to get the whole shooting match.
to get the word out
to publicize, to make public, make known to everyone
I was the one to get the word out so that everyone would know.
to get the workers out
1.
to have the workers out in the street to protest
If necessary, I can get the workers out tomorrow.

2.

to have the worker out to raise hell or put up a fight
If you do not give in to our demands, I will get all the
workers out.

to get the works
to have everything done, the whole works or the entire package
When I went to the spa, I got the works.
to get the worst of
to be defeated, conquered or gotten the best or better of
I can say that he got the worst of his opponent.
to get the worst of both worlds
to receive or have the disadvantages of two different systems
Living here with you in this city is to get the worst of both worlds.
to get there
1. to arrive, come, get in
I’ll get there in about two days.
2.

to succeed, triumph, get ahead
I’ve finally got there after years of working hard.

to get there from here
to arrive or get to a place from where one is presently
I can’t get there from here. There is no street which leads to downtown
Chicago.
to get through
1.
to pass or move through
I can’t get through because it is raining so hard.

2.

to enter despite every effort
I don’t know how the water got through. Where’s the hole?

3.

to pass (a difficult exam)
I finally got through the bar (exam). I’m a lawyer.

4.

to move through the Congress or Parliament so that a bill
becomes law
This bill will never get through without a powerful sponsor.

5.

to finally contact or communicate with someone by phone
I was not able to get through until late last night.

6.

to be understood or comprehended, get in one’s head
I had a hard time getting through to him. He’s not the
most intelligent person.

7.

to have something reach someone
Because of the weather, it took a couple of weeks but the
supplies were able to get through.

to get through with
to finish, wrap up, complete
I don’t know when I get through with all this paper work.

to get through with someone
to finish chastising, scolding or reprimanding
When I get through with you, you will understand why I am angry.

to get ticked off
to incense, anger, vex, burn up
I got ticked off when I read the letter.
to get tight
to get drunk, inebriated, intoxicated
I normally get tight every Friday night.
to get to
1.
to arrive, reach, come in
The train will get to the station late.
2.

to go to, happen
I don’t know where he got to.

3.

to reach a part or point
No, I couldn’t get to the end of the movie. It was so boring.

to get to first base (usually used in reference to sex)
to get to the point of kissing and holding someone’s hand
Last night, I didn’t even get to first base.
to get to home base
to succeed in having sex with someone
I’ve worked hard to get to home base.
to get to one's feet

1.

to stand up
When the play ended, everyone got to their feet and applauded.

2.

to rise up from one's seat to show one's reaction to something
Even before he stopped singing, the fans got to their feet,
applauding and screaming.

3.

to rise once one has fallen
As soon as the child fell, he was struggling to get to his feet.

to get to second base (usually used in reference to sex)
to get to the point of light petting, fondling or caressing (but with one’s
clothes on
Finally, I was able to get second base.
to get to one one’s feet
1.
to stand up, rise from one’s seat
Once the judge walked in, everyone got to their feet.
2.

to stand up and applaud
The audience got to their feet.

to get to someone
1.
to have oneself understood by another person
I can’t get to my parents. It’s as if we speak different languages.
2.

to affect the feelings of one, to move, to stir
The story that you wrote really got to me.

to get to the bottom of
to get to the gist, heart or marrow of a problem or question
It is very difficult to get to the bottom of the problem.

to get to the core
to get or reach the essence, marrow or nucleus
I’m fight to get to the core of all this mess.
to get to the heart of the matter
to get to the quintessence, seed, essential part
Until you get to the heart of the matter, this problem will dog you.
to get to the point
to be direct, straight-forward or forthright, not beat around the bush,
Could you please get to the point?
to get to the root
to get or reach the kernel, essence or core
It’s about time that you get to the root of the problem.
to get to the top
1.
to reach the apex, peak or summit of
I hope that I can get to the top of Mt. Everest.
2.

to reach the highest position in one’s job
I worked hard to get to the top of the company.

to get to the top of the heap
to become the top dog, the boss or the most important person
He has finally gotten to the top of the heap.
to get to third base (usually used in reference to sex)
to get to the point of heavy petting, of doing everything but have
actual sexual intercourse

I’m working hard to get to third base.
to get to work on
to deal with something
Don’t you think it is time to get to work on this matter?
to get to work on someone
to coax, pressure, press
We have to get to work on him so that he doesn’t talk to the police.
to get together
1. to meet, socialize, gather
May we can get together next Friday.
2.

to agree on, concur, reach a settlement on, come to an agreement
Can’t you get together on this matter and stop arguing.

to get together with someone about someone (or something)
to meet or confer with someone about someone or something
I was hoping to get together with you about dad. I’m really worried.
to get together with someone on someone (or something)
to agree, concur, be of one mind
I would like to get together with you on this but I can’t. I think that
everyone
has a right to marry.
to get told off
to be taken to task, dressed down or given a piece of one’s mind
Because she got told off last night, she left.
to get tongue-tied

to be at a loss for words as a result of being shocked, dumbfounded or
floored
Every time I go to a party, I get tongue-tied.
to get too big for one boots
to act better than one was is, act high and mighty, behave as
if one were all that
I do believe that John is getting too big for his boots.
to get under
to be underneath or below
How did you get under the bed? There’s hardly any room.
to get under someone’s skin
to annoy, irritate, peeve, get on one’s nerve
I can’t stand him. He gets under my skin.
to get under something
to put oneself underneath, under or below something
(usually for protection)
The moment I felt the first drop, I ran to get under the roof.
to get under way
to start a trip or journey
We thought about getting under way early tomorrow morning.
to get up
1.
to wake up, awake stop sleeping
It is already late. Get up.
2.

to be able to leave one’s bed after a long or serious illness
I’m happy to say that my mother can get up. She’s doing

much better.
3.

to feel (empathy, sympathy, joy)
I can’t get up any tears over the death of such a bad person.

to get up a thirst
to work up a thirst, develop a strong thirst, become very thirsty
After strenuous exercise, I get up a fierce thirst.
to get up against
to stand next to
I’m going to get up against the window so that he’ll see me
when he arrives.
to get up an appetite
to develop a strong hunger, become very hungry, work up an appetite
After a night of partying, we get up an appetite.
Get up enough nerve to do something
to acquire the courage, pluck or mettle to do something
She has got enough nerve to ask him to leave.
to get up from
to rise or life oneself from a sitting or lying position
Get up from there and come over here. I need to talk to you.
to get up on one’s hind legs
to angrily assert oneself
I had to get up on my hind legs so that he would see that I was serious.
to get up on the wrong side of the bed
to start the day in a bad mood, awake angry

What’s the matter with you? Did you get up on the wrong side of the
bed?
to get up steam
to become more powerful, forceful, formidable or stronger
This bill is finally getting up steam. It just might pass.
to get up to
1.
to arrive or reach to a certain point
I successfully got up to the second floor.
2.

to reach as far as
I haven’t got up to the second chapter yet.

3.

to get better, improve
The computer will help your son to get up to the level of
his classmates.

4.

to do or get into (something bad or inappropriate)
The baby is always getting up to everything

to get used to
to become accustomed to
I don’t think that I will ever get used to having money.
to get up with
to reach on par with or up to, catch up to
I’m fighting to get up with John. I want don’t want him ahead of me.
to get up with something
to wake up sick or ill

I got up with a horrible flu. I’m going to out for the rest of the week.
to get uppity
to get haughty, feel oneself better than others, be stuck-up
Don’t get uppity with me. Who do you think you are?
to get wasted (slang)
1.
to get inebriated, drunk, intoxicated, gone
He always gets wasted on Fridays.
2.

to get killed, murdered or liquidated
He got wasted last night.

to get weak-kneed
to loose one’s courage, be spineless
At the wedding, I got weak-kneed.
to get well
to feel better physically
Now that she is eating well, she is getting well.
to get well oiled
to get intoxicated, be under the sauce or the table
I feel no pain since I am in the process of getting well oiled.
to get what is coming to one
to get what one deserves, get a taste of one’s own medicine
Good. I’m glad that it happened. She got what was coming to her.
to get what one deserves
to pay the price or suffer the consequence for one’s behavior

I will make sure that you get what you deserve.
to get what one has been asking for
to be humbled, made meek, humiliated or chastened
Now that all the numbers are in, he's getting what he has been asking
for.
to get what one has paid for
to not have paid too much, not be cheated or overcharged
The food was absolutely delicious. You definitely got what you paid for.
to get what’s coming to one
to suffer the consequences of one’s action, pay the price for one’s
behavior
It will take time but you will get what’s coming to you.
to get what’s one’s
to be punished, suffer the consequences, pay the price for one’s action
I’m so glad that he got his. He has to stop.
to get wind of
to find out, discover, let in on
She got wind of his infidelities while visiting her sister.
to get wise to someone
to no longer be fooled by someone, see someone for who he/she really is
It’s about time that you get wise to him. He is not a good person.
to get with it
to get busy or occupied, start working or doing one’s job
It’s time that you get with it.

to get within earshot
to be within the range to be heard
If you stand over here, you will get within earshot of the conversation.
to get within range of
to be near enough to be shot by a gun or rifle
He still has not gotten with the range of the rifle. I still can’t
get him.
to get within sight of
to be within the range to see or to be seen
Let’s move further away. I don’t want to get with sight of their cameras.
to get within striking distance
1.
to get close enough to attack
They are getting within striking distance.
2.

to be near or close to one’s goal
I feel that I am getting within striking distance to what I want.

to get worked up about someone or something
to become excited, roused, angry or annoyed about someone or
something
I got worked up about the photographs. How could he have done such
things?
to get worked up over someone or something
to become excited, roused, angry or annoyed over someone or something
I got worked up over the photographs. How could he have done such
things?
to get worried

to begin or start worrying, lose sleep over, mope over
I am always getting worried about everything.
to get wringing wet
to become soaked, very wet, get soaked to the bone
I got caught in the rain so, by the time I got home, I got wringing wet.
to not get one’s balls in an uproar
to not get upset or freaked out
Don’t get your balls in an uproar. We can talk about this.
(other expressions with get which mean the same: to not get one’s
bowels in an uproar, to not get one’s knickers in a twist, not get
one’s shorts in a knot, not get one’s testicles in a twist)
Get a grip on yourself!
Get a hold of yourself! Control yourself! Calm down!
Get off my ass!
Leave me alone! Get off my back! Go fly a kite!
Get off of it!
Stop!
Get off your butt!
Stop being so lazy! Do some work! Stop lying around!
Get out!
Leave! I want you gone!
Get out of my sight!
Leave! I don’t want to see you.
Get up!
Wake up!
Get your ass in gear!
Hurry up! Shake a leg! Get a move on!

Get your ass in here!
Get in here!
Get your ass out of here!
Get out of here!
Get your ass over here!
Get over here!
Get your behind in gear!
Hurry up! Shake a leg! Get a move on!
Get your behind in here!
Get in here!
Get your behind out of here!
Get out of here!
Get your behind over here!
Get over here!
Get your butt in here!
Get in here!
Get your butt out of here!
Get out of here!
Get your butt over here!
Get over here!
Get your butt in gear!
Hurry up! Shake a leg! Get a move on!
to tell someone where to get off
to insult
She told him where to get off.
Where do you get off talking to me that way?!
How dare you talk to me that way?! What makes you think that can
talk to me that way?!

to do a flip-flop
to make an about face, eat one’s words, rescind, recant,
repudiate, whistle a different tune, take back, renege
It was embarrassing watching him do a flip-flop in public.
to do a snow job on (slang)
to deceive, lie to, snooker, defraud, dupe
He did a snow job on her that was obvious to everyone.
to do all that lies within one’s reach
to try hard, make an all out effort, go all out, do one’s
damnedest, do one’s best, bend over backwards
I did all that lies within my reach; therefore, there is
nothing else that I can do.
(to do) as often as a goose goes barefoot
all the time, one hundred percent of the time
She abuses her position as often as a goose
goes barefoot.
(to do) at the drop of the hat
(to do) quickly, right away, without hesitation
I know that if I call that he come at the
drop of the hat.
to do away with
to stop, not continue with, discontinue
It is time that we do away with all these
old traditions.
(to do) behind one’s back
to do in secret, undercover, in one's absence
or without one's knowledge
He has been operating behind my back; therefore,
I don’t know what is happening.
(to do) by the skin of one's teeth
to barely do, almost not do, to almost not happen

I passed by the skin of my teeth.
to do it for the hell of it
to do it for the fun of it or for no real good reason
He did it for the hell of it.
to do it mañana
to file away, sleep on, delay, defer, procrastinate
He always wait until the last minute; he believes
in doing it mañana.
(to do it) when hell freezes over
to never do it
I’ll come back to you when hell freezes over.
to do on the fly
to do quickly or in a rush while doing something else
While campaigning in New Jersey, he visited
his family on the fly.
to do it in the dark
to be in the secret, under wraps, concealed,
cloaked or shrouded
Whenever and however he functions, he does
so in the dark.
to do (it) by the book
according to the rules and regulations
You can’t always do everything by the book.
(to do it) by the sweat of one's own brow
to work very hard, labor, toil, work like a Trojan
I earned by the sweat of my own brow everything that I now have.
(to do) it on a wing and a prayer
to be unprepared, have no resources and have with only
the slightest hope of succeeding

When we started our business, we did it on
a wing and a prayer.
to do it right out in the open
to be in the open, exposed, uncovered,
revealed or unconcealed
I must respect him although I don’t like him.
Whatever he does, he does in right out in the open.
(to do) off the book
to pay or earn cash as a way to avoid paying taxes
He pays his workers off the book.
to do one in
to tire, exhaust, wear out, poop, poop out
This run has really done me in.
to do one out of
to cheat, defraud, gyp, soak, chisel, take to
the cleaners
I still can’t believe that he did me out of
all my money.
to do one’s damnedest
to do one’s best, bend over backwards, try hard, make
an all out effort, do all that lies within one’s reach
After doing my damnedest and failing, I quit.
to do one’s fair share
to pull one’s weight, do one’s share, not have others do
one’s part, work together, pull together, cooperate
I don’t want your help; I do my fair share.
(to do) umpteen times
to do many, a lot, countless, multifold or
abundant times
I’ve told you umpteen times that I could
not help you.

(to do) under the table
to do in secret, conceal or hide one’s actions
Every week I’ll pay you under the table.
(to do) over one's dead body
to be determined that someone does not do something
You will leave here only over my dead body.
(to do) until one's heart's content
to do something as long as one wishes
We can stay here until your heart's content.
(to do) until one's heart's desire
to do something as long as one wants to
There's more than enough. You can eat
until your heart's desire.
to do with one’s eyes closed
to do easily, effortlessly or with ease
This won’t be difficult; I can do it with my
eyes closed.
to do with one hand tie behind one’s back
to do have no problem or difficulty, do with ease
Why are you worried? You can do this with one
hand tied behind my back.
to do without
to survive without what may be considered essential
or very important (i.e. money, electricity, heat, etc.)
I know that it will be very difficult but I think that we
can do without heat this summer.
to make
to be able to attend or be present at
I’m going to do my best to make your graduation.
to make

to rob, steal from, finger, walk off with, abstract, cabbage
He going to make that house.
to make
to earn, pocket, take home, gross
I don’t make a lot, barely enough to keep a roof over my head.
to make
to correct identify, pick out, select
He made the criminal the moment that he saw him.
to make
to understand, comprehend, grasp, (British English/ slang) suss out
The truth is that I don’t make you. I never have.
to make
to have sex or sexual relations with
I have never seen such a beautiful woman; I would love to make her.
to make a beeline for
to go directly to
After school, the children always make a
beeline to the kitchen.
to make a believer out of someone
to effect, bring about or accomplish that one believes
or has faith in one
After working with me, he has made a believer out of me.
to make a big production of
to overreact, to exaggerate one’s reaction
Why are you making a big production of what had happened.
I said that I was sorry.
to make a big production of
to overdo, to go way over the top, to be excessive

He made a big production of his wedding. He
spent more than a million dollars.
to make a big splash
to make a big impression, do that which is
unparalleled, unique or notable
From the very beginning, he made a big
splash in the world of art.
to make a big stink about
to make something into a big or major problem
He sure made a big stink about the activity. According
to him, the program is illegal.
to make a big thing out of nothing
to inflate, exaggerate, overstate
He is always making a big thing out
of nothing.
to make a big thing out of nothing
to make a mountain out of a mole hill, dramatize,
much ado about nothing, exaggerate
You are exaggerating. Why do you always make a
big thing out of nothing.
to make a bolt for
to run or go quickly to
The moment I turned on the light, the thief
made a bolt for the door.
to make a boo-boo
to make a blunder, mistake or blunder
I made a boo-boo. I gave John the wrong present.
to make a break for
to run or move quickly in the direction of

He made break for the door and ran so quickly that I
couldn’t do anything to stop him.
to make a brouhaha about
to make a bit fuss about, to much ado about nothing,
to overreact
You don’t need to make a brouhaha about this. It’s not
that serious.
to make a bundle
to earn a lot of money
I’m going to pay a lot of taxes this year because I
made a bundle.
to make a call
to call someone by telephone
I’ll be right back. I need to make a call.
to make a call
to get into contact by phone with someone with authority
I have to make a call to see if it is alright.
to make a case against
to build a legal argument or case in opposition to someone
The prosecutor made a case against him that
the defendant could not destroy.
to make a check to
to write a check to a person, institution or for a particular
purpose
I’ll make a check to the hospital.
to make a check out to
to write a check for a specific purpose
I need to make a check out to the school.
to make a chump out of
to take in, trick, fool, lead astray

I have to admit that he did make a chump out of me.
to make a clean breast of
to confess, talk, get it off one’s chest, spill the beans or
one’s guts, let out
As soon as he saw his mother, he made a clean breast
of everything.
to make a clean get away
to make good one’s escape, get free,
get away safely
It was not easy but I was able to
make a clean get away.
to make a clean sweep of
to cast away, completely remove or eliminate, purge,
do away with
No more discussion; it’s time to make a clean sweep
of everything.
to make a comeback
to return to one’s career after being absent for
a long period (usually refer to someone famous)
She is trying to make a comeback after all these years.
to make a commotion about
to be in an uproar about, to make a fracas or fuss about ,
to have a flap about
There is no need to make a commotion about this.
We can settle this problem without it.
to make a crack
to say a remark or comment which is hurtful or offensive
I am not speaking to him because he made a crack which
I did not appreciate at all.
to make a dash for
to run quickly toward or to, to rush toward
She made a dash for the door but he was stopped by her husband.

to make a day of it
to do something for the entire day
We’ll going to make a whole day of it. Hopefully, we
will get everything done.
to make a deadline
to do sometime before the time limit expires
You are no exception. You have to make a deadline.
to make a dent in
to finally begin to accomplish doing something
I have finally made a dent in my work. I think that
by the end of the week, I’ll have everything done.
to make a descent salary
to earn more than a living wage, to earn very good money
Now that I have my degree, I make a descent salary.
to make a difference
to matter, be considered important or significant
This new revelation makes a difference.
to make a face
to grimace, show one's distaste or disgust
When I told him my plans, he made a face.
to make a false step
to be make a bad or wrong step, make a misstep
When I went started taking drugs, I made a false step.
to make a fast buck
to get or earn money easily (usually in an illegal
or improper manner)
Because he is a hustler, he is used to making
a fast buck.

to make a federal case out of
to exaggerate, blow out of proportion, build up
I said that it was a mistake; I wish that you stop
making a federal case out of nothing.
to make a federal case of
to make a mountain out of a molehill, exaggerate,
aggrandize, blow out of proportion
Why do you always make a federal case of everything?
to make a fool of
to make one look stupid, silly or stupid, deceive, pull a fast
one, make a monkey out of
He made a fool of you and everyone in your family.
to make a fool out of
to do something that causes a person to appear
silly, ridiculous or stupid
You have no one to blame but yourself. You made
a fool out of yourself.
to make a friend
to become a friend with, to establish a relationship with
I have always found it difficult to make a friend.
to make a furor about
to have a fit about, to become upset or furious about
Why do you always make a furor about everything? It is
so unnecessary.
to make a fuss over
to pamper someone, to treat someone or some situation special
She is such a doting mother. She’s always making
a fuss over her children.
to make a fuss over
to worry or fret about or over
He is always making over a fuss over every problem.

He should learn to pick his battles.
to make a go of it
to attempt something, to try to accomplish something
which is somewhat difficult
Graduate school is not easy but I’m going to make a go of it.

to make a good call
to make a good decision or judgment
This time that you did not make a good call.
to make a half-hearted effort
to not really try, be indifferent or lukewarm
about what one is doing
I am not surprised that you did not do very well.
This semester you’ve made only a half-hearted
effort.
to make a hit
to kill someone as a result of being hired, to kill for money
He made a hit last night.
to make a hit
to write, arrange or produce a song which is very successful
He’s made a hit with that song.
to make a hit with
to be successful with, to impress, touch, win over
My boyfriend sure made a hit with my family.
to make a killing
to be extremely successful (in the area of making money)
I made a killing in the stock market.
to make a killing
to make a lot of money

He made a killing in the stock market.
to make a landing
to land or set down an airplane, touch down
It is not easy making a landing in this airport.
to make a laughing stock of
to poke fun at, knock, laugh at, make fun of, poke fun of
Because of the way that she acts, she is always making
a laughing stock of herself.
to make a living
to earn the salary necessary to pay one’s expenses
With this job I could never make a living.
to make a long face
to show on one’s face that one is blue, sad, down
or depressed
The minute that I gave him the news, he made a long face.
to make a long story, short
to summarize, be succinct, make as brief as possible,
put it in a nutshell
To make a long story short, he loves her and wants to marry
her.
to make a long story short
to finish a story which has appeared endless, to bring a long
story to an end
To make a long story, short. You have to learn
to speak Spanish.
to make a man out of
to help a young male to have the experience so
that he is transformed into an adult male
This camp will be difficult but it will make a
man out him. It’ll be very good for him.

to make a meal of
to eat a large quantity of only one particular thing
When I was a student, I would frequently make a meal
of popcorn every night.
to make a meeting
to be able go to or attend a meeting
Do you think that you can make a meeting sometime this week?
to make a mental note of
to remember, not forget, keep in mind
I will make a mental note of never coming back here.
to make a mess of something
to ruin, wreck, destroy or make mince meat
out of something
The truth is that you have made a mess of your life.
to make a mockery of
to mock, ridicule, deride, scoff at
What you have done has made a mockery of our marriage.
to make a monkey out of
to make one look stupid, silly or stupid, deceive, pull a fast
one, make a fool out of
He made a monkey out of you and everyone in your family.
to make a mountain out of a molehill
to overreact, exaggerate, hype
There is no need to make a mountain out of
a molehill. It’s bad enough.
to make a move on
to try to become sexually involved or to
seduce someone
All night long he tried to make a move on her.
Luckily, he didn’t succeed. He’s married.

to make a name for
to become famous or known
He made a name for himself in the field of graphics.
to make a night of
to stay up all night to do or accomplish something
I made a night of studying. I need to pass this test.
to make a note of
to write or jot something down (so not to forget it later)
I have to make a note of the fact that I can buy it here.
to make a nuisance of
to be a pest, pain or thorn, to get on someone’s nerve
I wish that you would stop making a nuisance of yourself.
to make a pass
to flirt with, lead on, tease, tantalize
I can’t believe that young man made a pass
at me; I’m old enough to be his mother.
to make a pest of
to be a nuisance of, pain or thorn, to get on someone’s nerve
You have made a pest of yourself.
to make a pig out of oneself
to eat too much, be a glutton of oneself, pig out
Every weekend, I would make a pig out of myself.
to make a pile
to earn or pocket a lot of money
When she sold her house, she made a pile.
to make a pit stop
to urinate, use the bathroom

I need to made a pit stop. Can you get off at the next exit.
to make a pitch for
to promote oneself or sell a product by talking positively about it
He’s in the other room making a pitch for a monster movie.
to make a play for
to flirt with or look sweet at in order to win
one’s affection
I can’t believe that he is making a play for
such a beautiful woman.
to make a practice of
to have become a habit or a daily activity
Don’t make a practice of eating so much sugar. Let
Christmas day be the only exception.
to make a quick buck
to make a lot of money quickly and easily
Yes, it is true. If you sell drugs you can
make a quick buck.
to make a reservation
to charter, reserve or book something
I’m calling to make a reservation.
to make a run for
to try or attempt to be elected for
He made a run for president a number of
time before finally giving up.
to make a run for it
to run as quickly or fast as one can in order to escape
The thieves made a run for it as soon as they
heard the sirens.
to make a scene

to become hysterical or loose control of one’s emotion
in public
If you make a scene in here, I’m leaving.
to make a silk purse out of a sow’s ear
to transform something of no value into
something valuable
You know that you can’t make a silk purse out
of a sow’s ear.
to make a slip
to accidentally divulge a secret or let the cat
out of the bag
I made a slip that I still regret.
to make snide remark about
to talk or remark negatively and secretly about, to say something
negative about
He has made a snide remark about everyone in the office.
to make a start on
to begin or initiate something
We have only made a start on the project. After
vacation, we’ll continue and finish it.
to make a stink about
to let it be known publicly one’s great displeasure
about a particular matter
You are always making a stink about something. What’s
your problem now?
to make a stump speech
to give a speech to get political support for an issue
He made a stump which was flat and unenthusiastic.
to make allowances for
to make excuses, apologies or justifications for
You are always making allowances for him. Why?

to make amends for
to pay reparations for, to compensate, to recompense
In order to get out of prison, you have to make amends.
to make amends to
to apologize to, make good or right, beg pardon of
I don’t think that you could make amends to your son. He
will never forgive your abandonment.
to make an about face
to backpedal, change one's position or opinion 360°,
backtrack, reverse oneself, renounce, withdraw, change
one's position or opinion 180°
He made an about face when he found out the truth.
to make an all out effort
to try very hard, do one’s best to accomplish something
I made an all out effort to save my marriage.
to make an appearance
to briefly appear, but not stay, in a place
All I can promise you that I’ll try to make an appearance.
to make an appointment
to schedule a time to meet someone or to be somewhere
I made an appointment for tomorrow.
to make an entrance
to enter or go into a room in a flashy manner or in a way
to impress or to leave an impression
She loves to make an entrance whenever she goes to a party.
to make an exception
to not include, exclude, leave out
You can’t make an exception to any organization. Everyone must
follow the law.

to make an example of
to use someone as a model, prototype or archetype of a
person not to follow (because of one’s bad behavior)
He executed the prisoner to make an example of him.
to make an exhibition of
to embarrass oneself by making oneself the center of attention
If I go out like this, I will make an exhibition of myself.
to make an honest woman out of someone
to marry a woman who has become pregnant outside of marriage
You are only marrying me to make an honest woman out of
me. It’s not necessary.
to make an impression
to impress, effect, provoke strong emotions
He surely knows how to make an impression. I won’t be
forgetting him anytime soon.
to make an issue of
to take issue with, make something into an important point
The Congress will make an issue of his behavior.
to make an offer that one can not refuse
said when one is given the choice between accepting a deal or death
I had no real choice. He made an offer that I could not refuse.
to make an omelet
to not be able to progress or create without also destroying or
committing violence
I also did not want to destroy the building but you can’t make
an omelet without breaking eggs.

to make an uproar
to cause a tumult, sensation, public sensation,
fuss or frenzy

When she came into the party with that dress,
she made an uproar.
to make arrangements for
to make provisions, preparations or plans for,
to prearrange, to ready
I made arrangements for us to spend part our
vacation here.
to make believe
to pretend, make like, act as if or though
You can’t make believe that what happened didn’t.
to make book on
to bet or lay wages on
I made book on that that horse would not even
come in third. I lost. The horse won.
to make both ends meet
to barely make or eke out a living, be poor
When I was college, I barely could make both ends meet.
to make certain of
to check up on, be sure of
I need to make certain of what he told me was true.
to make change for
to give change to, to exchange a dollar bill for coins of
the same denomination
Can you make change for five dollars?
to make changes
to alter, modify, transform
This dress is beautiful but for it to fit me I have to make some changes.
to make comments about
to talk or remark about, to say something about

He loves to make comments about everyone in the office.
to make demands of someone
to require or expect that someone do something
You can not keep making demands of his family. He must
learn to stand on his own two feet.
to make demands on someone
to require, expect or demand something from someone
or something
He is always making unreasonable demands on his employees.
to make do
to get through, only be making it, survive, get by, scrape
along, make do, get along
I know that you are only surviving but at least you are
making do.
to make die a thousand deaths
to humiliate, shame face, belittle, shame, embarrass,
humble, demean, disgrace, make eat humble pie, eat crow
My son’s humiliation make me die a thousand deaths.
to make a difference in one’s life
to have a person be profoundly changed as a result
of a particular experience
Having my own business has made a difference
in my life that is hard to explain.
to make dinner
to cook a meal for something
I’ll make your dinner now. Sit down and relax.
Start here for phrasal exp.
to make dinner for
to cook a meal for someone
I’ll make your dinner for you now. Sit down and relax.

to make do with
to do the best one can with what one has, be barely
getting along
For right now, we are going to make do with only my salary.
to make draw away from
to make shudder, shrink, extremely ill-at-ease
or nervous
His speech made me draw away from him.
to make eat crow
to humble, humiliate, shame, put to shame
She had made him eat crow before she forgave me.
to make eat humble pie
to destroy someone's self-satisfaction or smugness,
humble, shame
Before you are rehired, he will make him eat humble pie.
to make ends meet
to eke out, be barely getting by, keep afloat,
be barely subsisting or surviving
Living in Santa Barbara, it is difficult to
make ends meet.
to make food for
to cook or prepare something for someone
I’ll make food for you. What would you like to eat?
to make free with
to exploit or take advantage of someone
Just because you have money that does not mean that
you can make free with your workers.
to make friends
to form or have social relations with other persons
When I went to university, it had not been easy to make friends.

to make friend with
to become friends with, form a friendship with
When I went to university, I was not able to make friends
with very many people.
to make fun of
to mock, deride, laugh at
You should not make fun of anyone.
to make faces
1.
to twist, contort or distort one’s face as a direct or indirect way of
showing one’s feelings, suspicion, disagreement or doubt
As I was explaining my side of the story, the policeman showed me
what he thought of it by making faces.
2.

to amuse, entertain or gesture with the face
So that the child would stop crying, she made faces.
to make fast work of
to do something quickly or fast
I made fast work of my chores. I hate housework.
to make for
to head or go towards, be bound or headed for
I’m going to make for my house. I’m really tired.
to make for
to attack, assault, descend or set upon
Because of all the rumors, the soldiers made for the little village.
to make fun of
to deride, guy, lampoon or taunt
I don’t want to hear you making fun of your sister again.
Do you understand?
to make game of
to make a laughing stock of, poke fun of, laugh at, poke
fun at, knock, laugh at, roast, kid, laugh in one’s face
I don’t understand why he is always making game of
his brother.

to make google eyes at
to look at someone in such a way to show one’s
interest, make goo-goo eyes at, flirt at
She keeps making goo-goo eyes at the new little
boy in class.
to make good
to succeed, have success, attain or reach
one’s goal, complete
I told you that I would make good but you
did not have faith.
to make good on
to do what one has promised or have set out
to accomplish
I warned you that I would make good on my word.
to make good one’s break
to successfully escape, flee or get away
It was not easy but I did made good my break.
to make good one’s escape
to make a clean get away, get free,
get away safely
It was not easy but I was able to
make good my escape.
to make a great show of
to do something in a showy, flashy, garish or loud manner
He is always making a great show of everything that he does.
to make head or tails out of
to understand, decipher or decode
I can’t make head or tails out of anything that he said.
to make known
to disclose, no longer keep secret, let be known

The paper made known that the law was being broken.
to make inroads into
to succeed or be able to get something done
I was able to make inroads into solving the problem.
to make it
1.
to pull through, live through, survive, not be
conquered or defeated
I don’t know how she made it but she did.
2.

to succeed, reached or attain one’s goal, rise in the
world
After twenty years of working in the music industry,
I finally made it.

to make it big
to be or become extremely successful
After twenty years in Hollywood, she has finally made it big.
to make it clear
to not be misunderstood, leave no doubt
Let me make it clear. The answer is no.
to make it on one’s own
to go it alone, shift for oneself, fend for oneself, take care
of oneself
It is not easy to make it on your own; however, it is not
impossible.
to make it past (the age of the person)
to live or survive past (the age of the person) as a result of suffering
a serious illness
It’s cancer. She won’t make it past her twenty-first birthday.
to make it past (a particular time)
to not stay up after (a particular time)
I’ve been working all day. I won’t make it past eight o’clock.
to make hamburger meat (out) of

to mess up, screw up, botch up, do badly
I made hamburger meat out of this paper; I had
no idea what I was doing.
to make hamburger meat out of
to beat up badly
The gang members made hamburger meat out
of their rivals.
to make hamburger meat out of
to do much better than, leave behind in the dust, outdo
In the competition, I made hamburger meat out
of my competitors.
to make it
to succeed, do well, accomplish one’s goal
It took a lot of years but I finally made it.
to make it
to attend, be present, go to
I’ll do my best to make it. I really want to
be at your wedding.
to make it
to arrive, to reach the place
It’s already four o’clock. I won’t make it before the
ceremony is over.
to make it as far as
to reach or get to a certain point without reaching
one’s goal
I only made it as far as Los Angeles. I wasn’t able
to get to San Diego.
to make it better
to improve, amend, fix
When I got this, it was a mess. I did everything
to make it better.

to make it hot for
to cause a situation to be very uncomfortable as a result of
being full of tension and pressure
The police made it so hot for the criminals to function
in the neighborhood.
to make it one’s business
to interfere or become involved in something which does not
directly involve one
You can not make it your business what I do or do not do.
to make it through
to stay awake or up until a particular program or event has finished
I’m so tired that I won’t make it through the movies.
to make it to some place
to arrive or reach a place
It took a lot of years but I have finally made it to France.
to make it until
to endure, last, not give out
My car will never make it until tomorrow.
to make it up as we go along
to not prepare or plan for, act off the cuff, play it by ear
I don’t know what we will do. We are going to have to
make it up as we go along.
to make it worth one’s while
to do something in such a way that someone sees that
it is to his or her benefit
If you work here, I’ll make it worth your while.
to make life miserable for
to create a situation so that someone is very unhappy
or miserable

If you go up against me, I will make life miserable for both
you and your family.
to make light of
to not take seriously, be of no consequence or importance, be
inconsequential
You can not keep making light of everything. Life is not a game.
to make like
to pretend, make believe, concoct
Stop making like it didn’t happen. It did!
to make little of
to treat as insignificant, inconsequential or of no importance
He made little of the fact that he had lied to the nation.
to make little of
to belittle, make fun of, minimize, put down
I will not allow you to make little of me or anyone here.
to make love
to participate in sexual activity, have sex
We made love all night.
to make love to
to have sexual relations with someone
I enjoy making love to my husband. We are
sexually compatible.
to make merry (should be used carefully/ can be considered vulgar)
to celebrate, party, feast, revel, live it up
I want to forget my problems this Christmas and make merry with all
my friends.
to make merry (should be used carefully/ can be considered vulgar)

to fling, to sow one’s oats, frolic
Be careful making merry. You could have problems afterwards.
to make mince meat (out) of
to mess up, screw up, botch up, do badly
I made mince meat out of this paper; I had
no idea what I was doing.
to make mince meat out of
to beat up badly
The gang members made mince meat out of their rivals.
to make mince meat out of
to do much better than, leave behind in the dust, outdo
In the competition, I made mince meat out of my competitors.
to make money
to earn money
I made a lot of money this Christmas season.
to make money off of
to earn, pocket or get money or a profit from someone or something
I think that we can make money off of this deal,
lots of money.
to make money on
to get or earn a profit from something
I can make a lot of money on this deal. Do you want in?
to make much ado about nothing
to dramatize, exaggerate, make a mountain out of
a molehill, magnify, overstress
All of this is to make much ado about nothing.
to make no bones about it
to act or speak openly, to not beat around the bush

I have made no bones about it; I do not like him.
to make no difference
to not be important, be unimportant,
not worry
It makes no difference who you are; you
are welcomed.
to make no difference
to not be important if it is one thing or another, be
all the same, be six and a half
It makes no difference if you go or stay.
to make no mistake
to speak or act in such a way that one can not
be misunderstood
You should make no mistake, you are going to school.
make no never mind
said to someone to mean ‘to be insignificant, not important’
Make no never mind. He doesn’t live here anymore.
to make nothing of it
to forget, not consider important, or not worried about
something that has happened
Stop worrying about what he said. Make nothing of it.
to make of
to interpret, understand, think about, construe
I really don’t know what to make of what you’ve done.
to make off
to run away, escape, flee, make a quick exit
The moment that he heard that the police were coming,
he made off as quickly as possible.

to make off with
to kidnap, abduct, snatch, carry off
They tried to make off with the little girl. Thankfully,
they were not successful.
to make one a scapegoat
to blame someone for something he has not done
You can not make me a scapegoat in this. I was
not at all involved.
to make one
to give one success or fame
That movie made her. She now has power to choose
her projects and she does not need to audition.
to make one available to
to allow someone to use the services of someone else
I can make my sister available to you anytime that
you may need a baby sitter. She is experienced in watching children.
to make one burn with shame
to humiliate, shame, embarrass, humble, demean,
disgrace, mortify, malign, shame face, belittle
The speech that he gave made her burn with shame.
to make one eat crow
to humiliate, belittle or humble someone
When he won, he did not make his opponent eat crow.
to make one feel better
to be something that helps alleviate or relieve pain
or discomfort (i.e. medicine)
I know that you have a headache. This pill will make
you feel better.
to make one grow up
to enlighten, illuminate or disenchant

It’s time that his parents make their son grow up.
to make one happy
to create an environment or situation so that someone
is contented
You can’t make your happy. She is an unhappy person.
to make one into
to transform or change into
The trainer successfully made the young girl into
a tennis pro.
to make one look
to have one appear or seem
This dress makes me look fat.
to make one look good
to do what is necessary so that one appears
competent or successful
I can’t help you now. I can’t make you look
good anymore.
to make one look ridiculous
to cause someone to appear silly, ridiculous or dumb
I will not allow that my child makes me look ridiculous.
to make one see the light
to convince, persuade, bring one around
It had not been able to make her see the light. I had
to work very hard.
to make one sick
to repulse, repel, disgust, sicken
What he did made me sick.
to make one sick
to overdo something to the point of making one ill

You worrying is going to make you sick.
to make one something
to give someone the title of or job of
It was the Supreme Court which made him president.
to make one tear up
to make one cry, have one’s eyes to fill up
with tears, cause tears to come to one’s eyes
His words were so harsh that they made me tear up.
to make one the butt of
to put down, razz, make a laughing stock of, poke fun
of, laugh at,
He made me the butt of his jokes.
to make one’s bed
to get what one deserve, suffer the consequences
of one’s action
Stop complaining, you made your bed. Now, lie in it!
to make one’s blood boil
to greatly anger, infuriate, enrage
What he said made my blood boil.
to make one’s blood run cold
to greatly scare, frighten, send chills down
one’s spine
His words made my blood run cold.
to make one’s day
to make one happy, satisfied or contented
What you did made my day.
to make one’s flesh crawl
to cause one to feel extremely uncomfortable or
ill at ease

His presence always makes my flesh crawl.
to make one’s head spin
to upset, unbalanced, disconcert, discompose
This child makes my head spin.
to make one’s head swim
to upset, discombobulate, befuddle, flutter
Just thinking about the deal makes my head swim.
to make one’s hair curl
to make afraid, terrify, scare, cause to recoil
His voice makes my hair curl.
to make one’s hair stand on end
to frighten, scare, terrify, throw into a panic
What he said was so frightening that it made my hair
stand on end.
to make one’s mind up
to decide, come to a decision
I’m tired of this going back and forth. You have to
make your mind up.
to make one’s mouth water
to cause someone to become hungry, whet one’s appetite
Her cooking always makes my mouth water.
to make one’s peace with
to made amends with, no longer be at war with, offer
the peace pipe with
It’s time that you make your peace with your father.
to make one’s position clear
to be clear, leave no doubt, not shilly-shally
I want to make my position clear. I do not agree.
to make one's skin crawl

to make feel uneasy, shudder or shrink from
He’s so creepy; he makes my skin crawl.
to make one’s skin creep
to frighten, scare, make afraid
I don’t understand why but he makes my skin creep.
to make one’s skin creep
to make one feel very repulsive, revolted or nauseated
The fact is that she makes my skin creep.
to make one’s way
to bulldoze or force one’s way, elbow or shoulder one’s way,
wedge or squeeze through
Come on, we have to make our way out of here.
to make one’s way back to
to work hard to go back to or to return to a place
I hope to make my way back to home. I miss
my family very. I should have never left.
to make one’s way in the world
to succeed without direct help from one’s family
or friends
It was not easy but he has finally learnt how to make
his way in the world. I’m proud of him.
to make one’s way through
to slowly and meticulously read a difficult, or boring, article or book
I never made my way through to the end. The book was
just too boring.
to make oneself at home
(said as a greeting when one is being welcomed into
one’s home)
Please come in and make yourself at home.
to make oneself available
to make oneself accessible or reachable, be at another’s disposal

I have always made myself available to anyone of the family.
to make oneself conspicuous
to purposely attract attention to oneself (negative)
Why did you wear that dress? You have made yourself
conspicuous and, frankly, it is embarrassing.
to make oneself heard
to speak so loudly that one can be heard over the noise
It will not be easy but I intend to make myself heard.
to make oneself into an asshole
to mess up badly, make oneself look stupid or
dumb, flop
I made myself into an asshole when I confronted
my teacher and class.
to make oneself scarce
to leave or go away
Daddy is in a real bad mood; I’m going to
make myself scarce for a couple of hours.
to make oneself up
to put on make up
Before leaving the house, I always make myself up. I look
horrible without make-up.
to make oneself clear
to speak or act so that one can not be misunderstood,
leave no doubt or question
Let me make myself clear. I don’t love her now or ever.
to make oneself scarce
to dodge, side step, hide from, stay out of
the way of
I strongly suggest that you make yourself scare
for a couple of months.

to make oneself sick
to cause one to become ill
You are making yourself sick with all this worrying.
to make or break
to help someone to be successful or destroy that person
At one time he was so influential, if he could make or break
anyone he chose.
to make out
1.
to understand, decode or decipher
It took a long time but I finally made
everything out.
2.

to kiss and fondle each other in a highly sexual manner
When I was a teenagers, I would always make out in
the movies.

3.

to complete, fill or write out
You’re going to make out this application if you want a job.

4.

to see clearly, to discern, to distinguish
When I had been finally able to make out the figure in the fog, I
realized it was my father.

5.

to get or scrape by, be barely making it, barely keeping body and
soul together
I’m not doing fantastically but I’m making out.

6.

to do or fare very well, pass with flying colors, come through
I’m happy to say that he made out very well.

7.

to imply, suggest, intimate, insinuate

to make out like a bandit
to be very successful without much effort
In the stock market, I made out like a bandit.
to make out like a fat rat
to be very successful without much effort
In the stock market, I made out like a fat rat.

to make out of whole cloth
to trump up, lie, invent, concoct, create, invent
This case was made out of whole cloth.
to make over
to redo, change, alter, remodel, redecorate
I like the way that he made over his bathroom.
to make overtures to
to make hints, signal or sign to someone to
begin communication
The government is making overtures to the insurgents.
to make peace with
to declare an end to hostilities, to no longer
see one as an enemy
Don’t you think that it’s time you make peace
with your family. Life is short.
to make (perfect) sense
to be reasonable, logical, rational, practical or
plausible
I believed him because, frankly, what he said
made perfect sense.
to make points with
to curry, gain or procure favor with someone
He is always trying to make points with the critics.
to make remarks about
to talk or comment about, to say something about
Don’t make any remarks. Keep your mouth shut!
to make reservations
to book, charter or reserve
Can you please make reservations for tonight? I want to

eat out.
to make right
to repair one’s wrong-doing, make-up for, make good
You need to make right what you did.

phrasal expressions
made
brand-name, type, kind, trademark
What is the made of his car? His car is sleek and beautiful.
to be a problem of one’s own making
to be a problem which oneself has created or which one is responsible
I do not understand why you are complaining. This is a problem
of your own making.
to be a disaster in the making
to be a tragedy or bad situation in progress or that is happening at the
moment
Some believe that this is a disaster in the making.
to be make-believe
to be fantasy, fabrication or fiction, to be one’s own creation or invention
Why are disappointed? His story is make-believe; he never
said that it was real.
to be make-believe
to be a sham, lie or fake
This is all make-believe. You should not be fooled.
maker
creator, composer, cause, agent, author
He is the maker of all of this.
one’s Maker

to be one’s creator, to be God or the Prime Mover, to be God the father
You should pray to your Maker for help and forgiveness.
make-ahead
prepared or made in advance
I prepared a make-ahead meal so when we get home,
we won’t have to wait to eat.
make over
renovation, remodeling, improvement, touch up
I don’t know if I agree with this make over.
makeshift (noun)
improvisation, contrivance, temporary arrangement, stopgap
This is a makeshift. Once the emergency is over, we can
see where we are.
makeshift (adjective)
on-the-spot, temporary, provisional, tentative
Because of the tsunami, this can be only a makeshift government.
makeshift
haphazard, thrown together, not very well put together
It looks like a makeshift house. You need to fix it up.
to be a peacemaker
pacifier, reconciler, interceder, conciliator
As a peacemaker, he will never accept war as an alternative
to be a revolution in making
to a period of great or radical change, to be a sea change
What you are seeing is a revolution in the making. This part
of the world will never be the same.
to be history in the making
to be period of historical importance
What you are seeing is history in the making. Your children

will read about this moment in their history text.
to be on the make (slang)
to be rising, succeeding, progressing or advancing
He is on the make in this company. He will one day
be the president.
to be on the make (vulgar)
to be looking for a sexual partner
Tyrone has gone to the party because he is on the make.
to be part of one’s make up
to be a part of one’s personality or being
I can’t change. This part of his make up.
to have the makings of
to have the capacity, ability or potential
He has the makings of being a top-rated teacher.
to meet one’s Maker
to die, to kick the bucket
When you meet your Maker, how are you going to explain your actions.
make up
cosmetics, lip stick, mascara, blush
I need to put on make up before leaving the house.
make-up
(in the theater) grease paint
For this role, you going to have to use a lot of make-up.
make-up
composition, formation, build, arrangement
The make up of the different elite universities has always been
problematic.
make-up

one’s physical or mental constitution or disposition, one’s temperament
or character
Because of his make-up, he will not be able to accept such behavior.
to not like the make of the coat
to not like the style or cut of the coat
No. I don’t like the make of the coat. It does nothing for your figure.
phrasal verbs
to make one’s fortune
to become rich, to be very successful, to earn enough money
to retire on
He made a fortune in oil.
to make a good
to be someone who will be suitable or fit for a particular role
John will make a good husband.
to make a habit of
to become used or accustomed to a particular habit or behavior
He has made a habit of not eating any sugar.
to make a pile
to make a lot of money or cash, to now be on easy street
He made a pile in that rock band.

to make a big splash
to succeed big, to go over big, to come through with flying colors
He made a big splash in the art world.
to make a story end happy
to do everything in one’s power so that everything
turn out right or according to plans
I’m going to do everything to make the story end happily. I’m

tired of sad endings.
to make a wrong into a right
to change or transform what is bad, immoral or illegal into the opposite
It is not true what you say. Many people have made a wrong into a
right.
to make an issue out of
to cause to be a problem, bone of contention or a point in question
Why do you always make an issue out of everything?
to make an off the wall comment
to say something inappropriate, unsuitable or injudicious remark
You should be careful in making an off the wall comment. You could
cause a fight.
to make headway
to progress, to advance, to go forward, to move ahead
It was not easy to make headway in such a difficult situation.
to make it out alive
to survive, to remain alive or breathing, to keep body and soul together
No one makes it out alive from here.
to make like a bull in a china shop
to act in an inept, inapt, clumsy or ungainly manner
If you do not talk to her she will go to the party and make
like a bull in a china shop.
to make off-color jokes
to tell vulgar, crude or obscene jokes
You shouldn’t make off-color jokes in front of children.
to make one’s fortune
to become rich, to be very successful, to earn enough money
to retire on
He made his fortune in oil.

to make one’s pile
to make a lot of money or cash, to now be on easy street
He has made his pile in stock.
to make room for
to make or create a space for
Of course she can stay. We can always make room
for one more.
to make room for
to allow pass, clear a way for
You have to make room for the ambulance. He has
the right of way.
to make it to the long list
to be put on a list of long-shot possibilities
He has made it to the long list but who knows if he will survive the cut
to make it short
to make a short call to
to make short work of
to do something quickly or fast
I made short work of my chores. I hate housework.
to make snide comments about
to talk or remark negatively and secretly about, to say something
negative about
He loves to make comments about everyone in the office.
to make someone a deal that one can not refuse
to threaten someone’s life or that of one’s family if they do not agree
I have no choice. The gang member made me a deal that
I couldn’t refuse.
to make someone a lot of money

to earn or secure someone a great deal of cash, to be a cash cow
This store is making me a lot of money.
to make someone angry
to anger, enrage, infuriate, have one’s hackles u[
He knows how to make me angry. He knows exactly
what buttons to push.
to make someone better
to help someone to recover, recuperate, get better or convalesce
You are here so that we can make you better.
to make someone bide one’s time
to keep someone waiting
I didn’t appreciate him making me bide my time.
to make someone break out in a cold sweat
to frighten, to terrorize, to scare stiff, to throw into a panic
Knowing that we were going declare war, made me break out
in a cold sweat.
to make someone cool one’s heels
to make someone cower
to intimidate, to scare, to threaten, to bully, to browbeat
He is an expert in making his employees cower.
to make someone cringe
to cause to recoil in fright or fear, to cause to shrink
I am scared but I’m not going to allow him to make me cringe.
to make someone feel at home
to help someone to feel comfortable, relaxed or at ease
Whenever I go to his house, he has always made me
feel at home.
to make someone grow up
to become mature, to become an adult or grown-up

This situation is going to make him grow up at last.
to make someone happy
to do whatever necessary so that a person is contented, satisfied or no
longer sad
It is not your job to make me happy. Only I can do that.
to make someone heed one’s words
to compel or force someone to do as one is told or obey
She used to be a general in the army. She knows how to
make the students heed her words.
to make someone hold one’s horse
to wait, to bide one’s time, to sit and wait
to make someone jump out of one’s skin
to terrify, to scare, to frighten, to scare the living daylight out of
You made me jump out of my skin. I had no idea that you were here.
to make someone listen
to force, compel or obligate a child behave or act better
Because his father has made him listen, he won’t be giving
you anymore problems.
to make someone listen
to chastise, to punish, to discipline
Don’t force me to go over there and make you listen. Stop
talking.
to make someone listen
to act in a way to draw someone’s attention, to force
one to pay attention
You are going to have to make her listen. Her life
depends on it.
to make someone pay attention
to compel someone to listen, be attentive or listen up
She is not the most attentive person; therefore, you will

have to make her pay attention.
to make someone piss
to make someone prick up one’s ears
to hear something tantalizing or interesting in a conversation in
which one is not directly involved
I tried to mind my own business but her words made me prick
up my ears.
to make someone sad
to cause someone to become unhappy, feel low, be in the doldrums or
be down in the dumps
My child’s inability to do well in school, makes me so sad.
to make someone see red
to cause someone to become angry, infuriated, inflamed or incensed
What he said and did made me see red.
to make someone shake in one’s boots
to cause someone to cringe, shrink, cower or tremble with fear
He loved making the students shake in their boots.
to make someone sit up and listen
to captivate, enthrall, catch one’s attention, not be able to ignore
His words made me sit up and listen.
to make someone leave
to throw out, to force to get out or leave
Because of the violence, he made his friend leave the party.
to make someone see red
to make someone spill one’s guts
to force or impel someone to reveal or divulge one’s secrets
A little bit of torture will make him spill his guts.
to make someone spill the beans

to compel or oblige someone to disclose or make known what
one knows
Make him spill the beans or kill him!
to make someone sing
to coerce, force or obligate someone to reveal what one knows
I don’t know how but you’ve got to make him sing.
to make someone stand by
to make someone stand in line
to make someone stand out
to make someone stand up
to make one stick out like a sore thumb
to make someone sweat blood
to make someone sweat bullets
to make someone talk
to force, compel, obligate, arm twist or strong arm someone
to divulge or tell what one knows
You can do whatever but you can’t make her talk.
to make someone wait
to not see someone right away, to have one cool one’s heels,
He made me wait for more than an hour.
to make someone wait for someone
to arrive late or not on time
How dare you arrive so late for such an important appointment.
You made us wait for you for more than an hour.
to make someone’s blood boil.

to make someone’s blood run cold
to appall, to horrify, to frighten, to scare to death
His words made my blood run cold.
to make someone’s flesh crawl
to appall, to nauseate, to sicken, to disgust
He is so creepy looking that he makes my flesh crawl.
to make someone’s flesh crawl
to frighten, to scare the daylights out of, to scare the pants off of
When I went to war the first time, just hearing the gun shots made
my flesh crawl.
to make someone’s hair curl
to scare, to frighten, to scare the bejeesus out of
When he picked up the knife, he made my hair curl.
to make someone’s hair stand on end
to scare, to terrify, to scare to death, to frighten
His election made my hair stand on end. I knew that
he would cause this country a lot of problems.
to make someone’s skin crawl
to scare, frighten, terrify or terrorize
His words made my skin crawl. He is a very sick person.
to make someone’s skin crawl
to appall, horrify, nauseate, disgust
He is so creepy that he makes my skin crawl.
to make someone’s stomach turn
to nauseate, to cause someone to become sick, to disgust, to creep out
The whole scene made my stomach turn.
to make someone’s voice sound funny
to cause one’s voice sound odd, peculiar, strange or weird

Helium made his voice sound funny. It was really weird.
to make something available to
to allow someone to use the services of something
of someone else
I can make my car available to you whenever you
have to go to Los Angeles.
to make something better
to improve, to better, to uplift, to elevate
It is my job to make New Orleans better.
to make something bigger
to enlarge, to increase in size, to make greater, to expand
Don’t expect them to make New Orleans bigger. If anything,
they’re going to do the opposite.
to make something for
to do something for someone
She an excellent seamstress, she can make this dress for you.
to make something from
to extract, to get from
You can’t make wine from this type of grape.
to make something into
to transform or change into
He successfully made the bedroom into an office.
to make something of
to succeed in improving or bettering oneself or someone else
I had to work very hard to make something of myself.
It was the hardest thing that I have ever done.
to make something on
to earn or pocket a good profit on something

I’m sure if I play my cards right, I can make a little
something on this deal
to make something out
to see, hear or read something in order to understand it
I can’t make your writing out. It is totally illegible.
to make something out of something
to create something from different parts of other thing
He can make a delicious dinner out of the strangest ingredients.
to make something out to be something else
to falsely or deceptively portray, characterize or depict something
You can make this argument out to be unimportant. It is very
important.
to make (something) over to
to give over to, transfer, convey, turn over to
He made the property over to me and to my family.
to make something from scratch
to not use a box mix to bake something, use basic
ingredients to bake
I don’t like box cakes. I make my cakes from scratch.
to make something grow
to cause to bear fruit, bloom, blossom or sprout
Rain and sunshine are the two things which can make crops grow.
to make something into something else
to transform or convert something into something else
She made her play into a book.
to make something out of nothing
to cause something which is small, insignificant of unimportant
into something big or important
You are always making a big problem out of nothing. You
need to calm down.

to make something out of nothing
to put different parts of this and that so as to create something
totally new from
He is a fabulous cook. He does not need fancy ingredients. He
can make something out of nothing.
to make something something else
to transform or convert one thing into another
He is an expert in making a small problem into a big one.
to make something to order
to produce something according to one’s particular specification
I made this dress to order; that way, I’m sure that it will fit.
to make something up out of whole cloth
to lie, to fabricate a story, prevaricate
He made everything up out of whole cloth.
to make something up
to repay, reimburse, pay back, compensate for
I completely forgot. I will make the payment
up the first thing tomorrow.
to make something up
to redo, do or try again
I have to make the exam up; otherwise, I will
fail the course.
to make something up
to lie, prevaricate, falsify
You made that up; you know that’s not
what happened.
to make something up
to mix, commingle, mingle, intermingle, unite,
fuse, put together
Before we can make this cake, we have to make
this batter up.

to make something up to
to repay, compensate, make amends
I’m sorry. I’ll find a way to make it up to you.
to make something worst
to throw fuel on the fire, to not help a situation
Your words and behavior is only making the situation worst.
to make something worth one’s while
to be profitable or lucrative for something
I’ll make this trip worth your while. You’re be
on the clock twenty-four hours a day.
to make sport of
to make fun of, laugh at, make into a laughing stock,
jeer at, mock
I won’t allow anyone to make sport of my child.
to make sure that someone does not talk
to kill, to murder, to do away with
Don’t worry about her. I made sure that she won’t talk.
to make the bed
to arrange the sheet and cover on one’s bed after
lying or sleeping in it
Before you leave this morning, you have to make
the bed.
to make the best of a bad situation
to try to make a bad situation better, to make a situation
work out well
The reality is that the war is a failure. All we can do
is make the best of a bad situation.
to make the case
to try convince, persuade, or bring someone around
You can not make the case that you had the right to do it.

to make the cut
to be good enough to be chosen (i.e. to play on a team or
chosen in an audition)
I have been practicing so that I could make the cut.
to make the front page
to be interesting or important enough to be put on the front page
of the newspaper
I can’t believe that their wedding made the front page.
to make the grade
to succeed, attain success, fare well
You can relax; he made the grade.
to make the headlines
to be interesting or important enough to be in the
headlines of a newspaper
No one should be surprised that what he did made the headlines.
to make the most of
to do the best one can to take advantage of a situation
I have always made the most of every opportunity that
I have had.
to make the papers
to be written about in the newspaper
I did not know what I had accomplished would make
the papers.
to make the team
to be good enough to be chosen to play on the team (i.e.
football, baseball or hockey team)
I so happy that my son made the team.
to make time for
to set aside or reserve time to see or be with someone
You know that I can always make time for you. Just

tell me what time you want to leave.
to make too much of
to think too highly of, think too much about, bother
oneself too much with
You make too much of politics. Don’t you understand
that it is all a game.
to make up
to pretend, contrive, concoct, hatch
He made up everything; none of it happened.
to make up
to apologize, beg one’s pardon, plead forgiveness, bury the hatchet
I know that he has tried to make up but I choose
to remain angry at him.
to make up
to invent, create, hatch, devise
I made it up from bits and pieces of things that I had in my office.
to make up
to finish, complete, conclude
It took a long time to make up the course.
to make up
to compensate for, offset, make good
I have to make up the exam that I missed last week.
to make up
to put on mascara and lip stick, put on one’s face
I still haven’t made up. I won’t take a long time.
to make up
to become friends again
Once we made up, our friend became as strong as ever.
to make up a pack of lies

to tell a lot of lie
to make up for
to compensate, to make amends for, to satisfy
You can not make up for what you did.
to make up for lost time
to compensate for, redress or atone for time lost
I know that it will not be easy but give me the opportunity
to make up for lost time.
to make up one’s mind
to decide, resolve, make a decision, choose
You need to make up your mind so that can tell
the real agent.
to make up to
to play up to, fawn on, fall all over oneself for
He is always making up to the boss. He can’t be trusted.
to make use of
to use, utilize, employ, take an advantage of
I know how to make use of any and all opportunities.
to make waves
to cause problems, trouble or concern
I don’t want to make waves; I just some peace.
to make way
to allow pass, make room or space for
Please move the car to the side of the road. You have to make way
for the ambulance.
to be made a monkey out of
to be teased, ragged, hazed, ridiculed, taunted, badgered,
bantered or make a fool of
I hate to admit it but he made a monkey out of me.

to be made angry
to be enraged or infuriated
I know that he didn’t mean to but what he said made me angry.
to be made in
to be produced or manufactured in
The computer was made in China.
to be made into a film
to transform or convert a book or play into a movie
This book is difficult but it can be made into a film without much
problem.
to be made of money
to be rich, rolling in dough, on Easy Street or warm (British English)
to be made something
to given the title of
He was made king.
to be made something
to be given the job of, to be nominated for
He was made a general.
to be made something by somebody
to be given the title of
She was made queen by her dead father’s ministers.
to be made something by somebody
to be given a job or be nominated by
She was made the Secretary of State by the president.
to kiss and make up
to bury the hatchet, come to terms, leave the bad
feelings behind
I am tired of you two fighting. I want you two to
kiss and make up.

to never make it
to never be able to survive or come out alive
Although he should have never made it, he did. He not even
badly hurt.
to never make it
to succeed, to attain success, to reach one’s goal, prosper
His teachers told him that he would never make it. The
teachers were wrong.
to not be able to make anything of
to not understand, to be incomprehensible, be beyond understanding
I can’t make anything of what he said. How about you?
to see what one is made of
to be tested, challenged or put through the paces
Before I hire anyone, I must see what that person is made of.
What do you make of it?
Do you understand what has happened or occurred?
What do you make of it? Do you understand why they voted for
such an organization?
What time do you make it? (British English)
What time do you have? Do you have the time?
What time do you make it? I think that I’m running late.

to abandon oneself to
to give oneself over to natural impulses
He abandoned himself to the pleasure of the moment.
to abandon something to
to give up control of
They abandoned the house to the animals and insects.

to accept (British English)
to agree, to concur, to grant
to accept one as is
to accept without any questions or doubts, to accept unconditionally
I accept my children as is. No more explanation
is necessary.
access (British English)
(divorce) visitation of a minor child
accident tout
to be unethical lawyer who seek accident victim, (North American
English) to be an ambulance chaser
accommodation collar (British English)
(Police) an arrest to fulfill one’s daily quota
accomplished
(slang synonyms) top drawer, top notch, exceptional, on the ball,
(British English) whizzo, crack
He’s not a nice person but he is also on the ball.
account (American English)
tab, (British English) tick, check, bad news
Give me the bad news. How much do I owe?
account (British English)
bill, amount owing, invoice, statement
accountancy (British English)
(American English) accounting
accounting (British English)

used only in reference to an academic or school subject
accoutre (French in British English)
literal meaning: to get oneself up (clothing)
to equip, to outfit, (American English) accouter, to cloth, to garb,
(military) to arm, ammunition
accoutre (French in British English)
(slang synonyms) to fit up, to rig out or up, to turn out, to deck
out, (military) to heel
accoutrements (French in British English)
literal meaning: get up (clothing)
outfit, attire, garb, (American English) accouterments, trappings,
trimmings, fixtures, rigging
accumulator (British English)
a large rechargeable storage cell
accumulator (British English)
a bet placed on a series of races, especially horse races
accused
(slang synonyms) (falsely accused) goat, scapegoat, sitting duck, easy
mark or victim, butt, (British English) mug
It was her innocence which made her an easy mark.
ace
(slang synonyms) wizard, whiz, crackerjack, (British English) dab hand,
pro
Ace of Spade (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
A.I.D.S.
acid jazz (British English)
popular dance music containing jazz, hip-hop, soul and funk

Acker Bilk (British English/cockney rhyming slang)
milk

ackers (British English)
money, currency
to acknowledge to be right
to admit or state that someone is correct
It was difficult but I acknowledged him to be right.
to acquire a taste for
to become use to the flavor of , begin to like the,
get used to
I never acquired the taste for wine.
to act for (British English)
(North American English/ lawyer) to represent a client
to act funny
1.
to display eccentric or strange behavior, make
one feel uncomfortable by one’s behavior
I don’t want him anywhere near my children; he
acts funny.
2.

to behave differently, change one’s behavior, have
one’s behavior demonstrate that something has changed
Is every thing okay? You’re acting funny.

to act high and mighty
to carry oneself as if one were all powerful
He needs to stop acting all high and mighty.
(to act) in cold blood
to act ruthlessly, coldly or deliberately, without emotion or pity
He killed the victim in cold blood.

to act it (Scottish English)
to behave badly, to misbehave,
to act like an arsehole (British English)
to act stupid, make oneself look stupid or dumb
You are always acting like an asshole.

act like an asshole
to act stupid, make oneself look stupid or dumb
You are always acting like an asshole.
to act one's age
to behave in a mature manner, be mature, carry oneself appropriately
Act your age and not your shoe size.
to act over someone's head
to ignore, dismiss, or disregard one's immediate supervisor
to consult his or hers supervisor
Because my manager would not listen to me, I had to
act over the foreman’s head and go to the supervisor.
action man (British English)
a macho or aggressive male, G.I. Joe
action replay (British English)
a play back of part of a television broadcast, used frequently for sport
events, (North American English) instant replay
actressy (British English)
theatrical, affected, unnatural, false, emotive, melodramatic
She is so actressy that her manner is a turn-off.
actressy (British English)
(slang synonyms) put-on, fake, phony, grandstand

ADO (Australian English)
abbreviation for accumulated days off
ADC (British English)
Advice of Duration and Charges, long distant charges
Adam and ants (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
pants
Adam and ants (British English/ cockney/ rhyming slang)
plants
to Adam and Eve (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to believe
I don’t Adam and Eve anything you say.
to add insult to injury
to hurt a person who is already is, continue injuring
She is especially cruel, always adding insult to injury.
to add fuel to the flame
to make a bad situation worse
Stop adding fuel to the flame. It only makes the
situation worse.
to add the finishing touches to
to put or add the necessary detail and accessories
so that a project could be completed
This picture will add the finishing touches
to the book.
to add weight to
to support, bolster, fortify, augment, reinforce,
buttress, under gird
His book gave us no new information; it only added

weight to what we already knew.
Addle Parliament
the Parliament under James I which was disbanded by him as
a result of refusing to grant the king’s request
to ad lib
to be without much analysis or study, one’s
immediate or first reaction
He ad lib the entire show.
to aid and abet
to help someone do something wrong and sometimes illegally
He is guilty of aiding and abetting him.
to air one's dirty laundry
to talk about private matters in public
You shouldn't air dirty laundry.
to air one's grief
to complain or talk of one’s problems publicly
Whenever there's a problem, she airs her grief.
to amount to
to mean, signify, be equal to
I’m sorry to disappoint you but all this amounts to
nothing.
to answer one’s purpose
to fit or suit one’s purpose
He answers my purpose exactly.
to ape
to imitate, mimic, copy
He is aping the people his see on television.
to appear out of nowhere

to come suddenly into view
He scared me. He appeared out of nowhere.
to apple polish
to flatter, fawn upon, cringe in front of, try
to please
He has risen in the company because he
has apple polished all his bosses.
to arch for it (British English)
used to describe a woman who is looking to have sex (in heat)
She’s is always arching for it.
to arch over
to remain bent or curved over
The tree arched over the house.

to argue for the sake of arguing
to be difficult and contrary
It's ridiculous. She's always arguing for the sake of arguing.
to arouse from
awake or wake up from
No one wanted to arouse the giant from his sleep.
to arrive in a cluster
to arrive in a group or in mass
The crowd arrive in a cluster at the governor’s house.
to arrive in a bunch
to arrive in a body or in a mass
We should arrive at the party in small group; we shouldn’t
arrive in a bunch or in a gang.
to arrive in a knot

to arrive in a bunch, cluster or bundle
They arrived in a knot, demanding answers.
to arrive in a party
to go to a place in a group, corps, team or band
The family arrived in a party.
to ask about
to make an inquiry, inquire, question
He casually asked about his ex-girlfriend.
to ask along
to invite
I'm so flattered; they asked me along.
to ask after
to request information about the health and well-being of another
Tell your mother that I asked after her and her family.
(start here for August)
to ask around
to request information from a number of sources
I don't want you asking around about me.
to ask back
1.
to invite again
I'm so happy. They asked me back.
2.

to invite back on a reciprocal visit
I've already had them over; they have not asked me back.

to ask for
1.
to request, petition, appeal
I won't ask you for any help.
2.

to invite (in the sense of provoke), incite, induce
Everything that happened was for a reason. He asked for it!

to ask for the moon
to request or require too much, to make an outlandish request

No, no problem. You're only asking for the moon.
to ask for trouble
to look for trouble, to seek problems or difficulties, set
oneself up for problems
He's always asking for trouble.
to ask in
to invite go inside, invite into one’s home.
They were nice enough to ask me in.
to ask of
to demand or require of
He's always asking too much of his students.
to ask out
1.
to invite on a date
I'm so excited. He asked me out last night.
2.

to invite to leave the city to the countryside
He asked me out to his place on the beach.

to ask over
to invite to one's home (casual/informal invitation)
She asked me over for a cup of coffee.
to ask round
to invite a neighbor to one's home
She asked me round for a cup of coffee.
to ask to
1.
to demand, expect, call for an action by someone
The teacher asked them to do their homework.
2.

to invite to do something
He asked me to dance.

3.

to request, appeal, solicit
They asked to have the day off.

to ask up
to invite, while on a date, to your home for a visit
He has never asked me up.
to attract attention
to cause someone to take notice
She's so beautiful; she always attracting attention.
to avoid someone like the plague
to stay away from, shun, remain far from
She avoids him like the plague.
to baby
to coddle, baby, pamper, overindulge, spoil, spoil
rotten, dote on
When you baby your son, you are hurting him in the
long run.
to back away from
to retreat, withdraw, disapprove of, take exception to, look
dimly on, reject
It is obvious how they feel; they backed away from the idea.
to back bite
to talk badly about s.o. who is not present
He's always back biting.
to back down
1.
to withdraw from a confrontation, retreat
Back down, now!
2.

to yield, capitulate or succumb
They backed down on their demands.

to back into
to force into a position with no out
He backed me into a corner.

to back off
to back down, relent, refrain, discontinue
I told you to back off!
to back out
to withdraw, retreat, renege
You can not back out of the agreement.
to backpedal
to change one's position or opinion 360°, backtrack,
reverse oneself
He backpedaled when he found out the truth.
to back the wrong horse
to support the candidate who is destined to lose
I belong to the Green Party; therefore, I'm always backing
the wrong horse.
to back up traffic
to bring the flow of traffic to a stop or halt
The accident backed up traffic for miles.
to back up
to support or sponsor
He backed up the candidate with his money.
to backfire on
to fail by blowing up in one's face
The plot backfired on me.
to bad mouth
to talk badly of, defame, destroy the reputation of
He is always back mouthing his family.
to badger into
to aggravate, urge persistently

She badgered me into the deal.
to bag (slang)
to oust, force out, expel, fire, boot, eject, dismiss, show
the door, drum out, force to leave
The boss bagged all his employees just before selling
the company.
to bail out
1.
to remove water or scoop out water from the bottom of the boat
They could not bail out the water fast enough.
2.

to get one out of a difficulty or problem
I'm always bailing my little brother out. I'm tired doing it.

3.

to pay bail money to get a person out of jail
Please get the money to bail me out.

to bail out of an airplane
to jump out of an airplane as a result of an emergency
She bailed out of the disabled plane.
to bail out on
to abandon a situation in order to save oneself
He bailed out on me when I needed him the most.
to bait
1.
to entice, tempt, tickle the interest of, arouse or rouse
the interest of, fascinate, interest
Because he is so handsome and interesting, he was able
to bait her without much of a problem.
2.

to tease, plague, terrorize, hound, dog, needle,
give a hard times to
He baits his opponents so that they become unnerved.

to bait and switch
to lure into buying by deceptive marketing
It is against the law to bait and switch.

to balance against
to weigh or consider in relation to something else
I must balance my interest against everyone's elses.
to balance out
to equal out, become even or fair
Everything always balances out.
to balance with
to weigh or evaluate one thing with another
They balance one grade with another.
to balk at
to refuse, be reluctant, hesitate, pause, demur
He balked at the assignment.
to balance the books
to determine that all monies are accounted for
So that we know how much money we have earned,
we must balance the books.
**to ball up
to wreck, break, ruin, destroy, mess up
She's always balling everything up.
to bang away on
to hit or strike repeatedly
He banged away on the door until someone answered.
to bang one's head against a brick wall
to try to do that which is perceived as beyond
hope, futile or useless
Trying to help me is just banging your head against
a brick wall.
to bang one's head against the wall
to attempt to do that which is considered pointless,

hopeless or impossible
She's always banging her head against the wall.
to bang out a song
to compose a song or tune directly on the piano or organ
He banged out the song on the out of tune piano.
to bang someone around
to smack, hit or slap someone around or about
To get information, the police banged the snitch around.
to bang someone up
to beat up, injure, hurt
The Mafia banged him up pretty badly.
to bang the ball around
to bounce the ball casually
He banged the ball around before going to the game.
to bank on
1.
to count on, depend on, lean on
They banked on his reliability.
2.

to trust, take a chance on, take a risk on
They banked on my future and gave me a credit card.

to bar from
to prevent, hinder, not allow, prohibit
They barred her from applying to the job again.
to banter around
to joke, play, or to kid around, tease, make fun of
They are always bantering around.
to barely eke out a living
to ward off, avert poverty, keep the wolf from
the door, be barely getting by
As a single mother, I was barely able to barely eke
out a living.

to barely have a roof over one’s head
to be poor, have little or no money, be almost
out of cash
She is so destitute that she barely has a roof
over my head.
to bargain for
to anticipate, expect, calculate upon
I didn't bargain for all of this.
to bargain on
to depend or count on, believe, presume
I bargained on him being here to help me.
to bark out
to speak harshly, howler, scream
The commanding officer barked out his orders.
to bark up the wrong tree
to make a mistake or wrong choice, follow wrong course
Stop! All you're doing is barking up the wrong tree.
to bat one’s eyes at
to look at someone in such a way to show one’s
interest, make calf’s eyes at, flirt at
Little children are always batting their eyes at
one another.
to bat one's eyelashes
to look at someone in such a way to show one’s interest, tease
She's always batting her eyelashes with the men with whom
she comes in contact.
to bawl (slang)
to cry, shed tears, sob, weep
Please stop bawling. I can’t stand it when you bawl.

to bear a grudge
to have a resentment against, remain angry at, hate
Until the day that I die, I will bear a grudge.
to bear down
to press down
So that that you see it on every copy, bear down hard.
to bear down on
1.
to approach another vessel from windward
The boat is bearing down on the lead.
2.

to approach, advance upon or zero in on from afar, draw near
He bore down on me so quickly that I was taken by surprise.

3.

to coerce, compel, burden, obligate
Dictators always bear down on their population to pay more taxes.

to bear fruit
to yield, give or produce results
It took time but all that work bore fruit.
to bear in mind
to keep in mind, remember, not forget
You must always bear in mind that the sky is the limit.
to bear likeness to
to resemble, look like, bear resemblance to, take after,
favor
He does bear likeness to my father.
to bear one's cross
to deal, carry, endure one's burden or difficulties
It is not always easy to bear my cross and smile.
to bear out
to support, verify, affirm, confirm, establish, endorse, attest, prove
I can bear out what he says. His analysis is correct.

to bear resemblance to
to look like, be similar to, be like , bear likeness to, seem like
It's amazing how much he bears resemblance to his father.
to bear the brunt of
to suffer, bear, endure or go through the worst part, reap the whirlwind,
stand the gaff, take it on the chin
Unfortunately, she bore the brunt of the problem.
to bear up
to abide, endure, face, weather, stand, support, withstand or brook
hardship
He bears up well. I don't know how he does it.
to bear up against
to withstand, stand, take or endure
She was able to bear up against their jeers or boos.
to bear up under
to hold up against, sustain, endure, resist, take,
sustain the weight of
I can bear up under whatever comes. I'm strong.
to bear upon
to concern, be relevant to, apply, pertain or refer to
How does this information bear upon the case.
to bear with
to weather, tolerate, be patient with, suffer, endure,
support, stay with, brook
Bear with me here. Everything will soon be clear.
to bear watching
to stand, endure, abide, support, brook, withstand, swallow or tolerate
watching
I can't bear watching him continue failing.
to beard the lion in his den
to meet courageously, challenge, confront, stand up to

It is not very wise to beard the lion in his den.
to beat a dead horse
to continue fighting an already lost battle
I agree. You can now stop beating a dead horse.
to beat a hasty retreat
to leave, depart or go quickly
After he held up the man, he beat a hasty retreat.
to beat a path to
to eager or interested in the product or service which is being offered
I have never had men beating a path to my door.
to beat about
to look everywhere, search through, to scour, rummage
What are you beat about to find. There’s nothing here.
to beat against
to hit, knock, strike or slap against
The wind and rain beat against the window.
to beat all
to outrival, surpass, run circles around, excel, get the
better of, outdo, outperform or get the best of anything else
Her behavior beats all.
to beat at
to hit or strike at
He beat at the thief until he ran away.
to beat around the bush
to elude, dodge, be indirect, equivocate, not get to the
point, evade
Stop beating around the bush. What do you want?
to beat down
1.
to fall or pour on

The rain beat down on the house.
2.

to defeat, take the fight, starch, spunk or heart out of,
demoralize, humble
Despite trying to beating down the population, there were
people who kept fighting.

3.

to break through, topple, cave in, topple down
If you keep hitting and kicking, you're going to
beat the door down.

to beat one
to leave perplexed, confused or in a state
of confusion
It beats me why, after living in the U.S. for so
many years, he does not speak English.
to beat one at
to surpass, excel, the get the better or best of, outdo,
outrival, run rings around, take the cake, outshine
Whatever he does, he beats me at it.
to beat one at one’s own game
to fight back against someone using that persons
methods
The Democrats were finally able to beat the
Republicans at their own game.
to beat one down to size
to humble, crush, smash, destroy, demean, belittle,
humiliate, bring down a notch or two, eat crow
He did his best to beat his wife down to size. Fortunately,
he was not successful.
to beat one's brains out
1.
to kill someone by beating one to death
The criminals beat the victim’s out.

2.

to give someone a severe beating
Because he did not pay back the money, they beat his
brains out.

to beat one's head against
to act in complete frustration, uselessness,
in vain or futility
You must stop beating your head against
the wall. It makes no sense.
to beat back
to force or drive back
They beat back the army with homemade weapons.
to beat down to size
to humble, humiliate or shame
I must admit that he beat me down to size.
to beat into shape
to achieve physical fitness or top physical health through physical
activity (exercise)
The trainer beat the runner into shape.
to beat into someone
to physically force someone to do something, intimidate into action
He threatened to beat the confession into him.
to beat off one’s enemies
to drive away by using physical force, fight off, force back
It was not easy to beat off his enemies to win the battle.
to beat off one’s opponents
to rally against and successfully win against or defeat one’s opponents
It had been extremely difficult to beat off his opponents to win election.
to beat on
to pound, hit on
He is always beating on that drum.

to beat one's brains out
to work, labor or toil very hard
I have been beating my brains out to make
this work.
to beat someone’s brain out
to physically beat badly, beat almost to the
point of death
They almost killed him. They beat his brain out.
to beat the clock
to do before a deadline
He's always beating the clock.
to beat the drum for
to support, promote, push
He is always beating the drum for his
party’s candidate .
to beat the hell out of
to beat badly, crush, smash, beat the tar
or stuffings out of
They almost killed him. They beat hell out of him.
to beat the living daylights out of
to beat, utterly defeat, crush, smash, win without any question
They beat the living daylights out of him.
to beat the pants off
to win decisively, defeat without doubt or question
They beat the pants off their enemy.
to beat the rap
to escape conviction of a crime
He beat the rap by using intimidation.
to beat the socks off

to win decisively, defeat without doubt or question
They beat the socks off their enemy.
to beat the stuffings out
to beat or win against, wipe the floor with, crush smash
They beat the stuffings out of him.
to beat the tar out of
to beat or win against, wipe the floor with, crush smash
As a opponent, he will beat the tar out of you.
to beat to the drawing board
to arrive, achieve, attain or get first
I tried to get my patent finished but my competitor
beat me to the drawing board.
to beat to the punch
to arrive, achieve, attain or get first
No matter what I do; he always beats me to
the punch.
to beat the hell out of
to physically beat badly
They almost killed him because they beat hell
out of him.
to beat the living daylight out of
to physically beat badly, beat the hell of
They beat the living daylights out of him.
to beat the pants off of
to easily defeat, win without any difficulty
This time the Green Party beat the pants off
of his opponent.
to beat the stuffing out
to physically beat badly, beat the living daylight out of

They beat the stuffing out of him.
to beat the tar out of
to physically beat badly, beat the hell or the stuffing out of
They beat the tar out of him.
to beat to a pulp
to hit, pound or batter one to the point of almost death,
beat up badly and until one is bloody
In the movie they beat the character to a pulp. He
eventually died.
to beat to the punch
to get to somewhere before another, arrive first
Even though I did everything possible to get to the
police first, he beat me to the punch.
to beat to the punch line
to say, before the person who is telling the joke, the
last line of a joke
He is always beating me to the punch line.
to beat up
to physically subdue, to the point of severe injury
The gangsters beat him up.
to beat the clock
to do before the due date
He's always beating the clock; therefore, you have
no complaint.
to beat the rap
to escape conviction of a crime
He beat the rap by using intimidation and threats.
to beat up on
to hit, physically abuse
He's always beating up on his little brother.

to beat the system
to exploit and win against the system
His whole goal in life was to beat the system.
to beat up
to physically subdue or dominant
The gangsters beat up the rival gang.
to become savvy to
to see, get, understand, glean, discern, comprehend,
apprehend, perceive, cognize, assimilate get a fix or read on
I have finally become savvy to his way of looking at life.
to beef up
to fortify, make stronger, empower, strengthen
We need to beef up this law or no one will pay
attention to it.
to begin hostilities
to begin a war or conflict, fire upon, attack
Last night, the empire began hostilities with the
rebel states.
to believe one’s own press
to take oneself a bit too serious, to become
big headed or swell headed
Her problem is that she believes her own press.
to bend over backwards
to do whatever necessary, go to great pains, nothing be
too great or hard
He bent over backwards to show her that he loved her.
to bet one’s boot
to be so sure that one is right that one is willing to wager or
gamble that which is the most important or fundamental
I’ll bet my boots that he came here with no money.

to bet one’s bottom dollar
to be so sure that one is right that one is willing to wager or
gamble all of one’s money or resources
I’ll bet my bottom dollar that he came here because he had
no other place to go.
to bet one’s house
to be so sure that one is right that one is willing to wager or
gamble that which is the most important or fundamental
I’ll bet my house that he came here with no money.
to bite off more than one can chew
to be beyond one's capacity or ability, be in over one’s head
This time I really believe that you have bitten off more than
you can chew.
to bite off one’s head
to severely chastised or castigate
This morning, my boss bit off my head.
to bite one's lip
to repress, hold, stay, suppress one's words or anger
She bit her lip so that she would not say anything.
to bite one’s tongue
to control one’s anger, shut or close one’s mouth,
refrain from acting
Bite your tongue if necessary but don’t say anything.
to bite the bullet
to endure or tolerate an intolerant or very difficult
situation
There is nothing that you can do but to bite the bullet.
to bite the dust (slang)
to die, expire, pass on or away
After being shot by the police, he bit the dust.

to bite the hand that feeds one
to repay kindness with betrayal or injury
Be very careful. He will not repay your kindness with kindness.
He is used to biting the hand that feeds him.
to black out
to faint, loose consciousness
When he gave her the news, she blacked out.
to black ball
to debar, exclude, cast aside
The union members have black balled my company.
to black out
to faint, lose consciousness or pass out
I don’t know why I am always blacking out at church.
to bleed dry
to extort, squeeze or forced to pay a great
deal of money
His wife is trying to bleed him dry.
to bleed like a stuck pig
to bleed profusely
Don’t worry about the blood. I bleed like a stuck pig.
to bleed white
to extort, squeeze or forced to pay a great deal
of money
The gangsters will bleed the merchants white.
to blink at
to pay no heed to, minimize, de-emphasize, underplay,
slight, purposely be unconscious
You can not blink at everything he has done.
to blitz

to storm, raid or attack militarily
The soldiers blitzed the city after being attacked.
to blitz the airwaves with
to overwhelm or flood the television with
The politician blitz the airwaves with their commercials.
to blitzkrieg
to storm, raid or attack militarily
The soldiers always blitzkrieg the city after being attacked.
to blow a gasket
to go wild with angry, become furious to the point of
becoming violent
She blew a gasket and walked out.
to blow away
to be carried off by the wind
The wind was so strong that it blew the house away.
to blow hot and cold
to be indecisive, vacillate or fluctuate
He blows hot and cold; one day he is positive while
the next day he is negative.
to blow into town
to arrive without prior warning from a great distance
He is always blowing into town without calling first.
to blow it
to miss the mark, bungle, muddle, strike out, fail,
bomb
All I can say is that I blew it.
to blow itself out
to eventually lose strength on its own, eventually become
less powerful
After a number of days, the fire blew itself out.

to blow off steam
to release one’s anger, demonstrate or show one’s
fury or rage
Don’t worry about what he said; he was only blowing
off steam.
to blow one away
to surprise, astound, stun
His words blew me away; they left me speechless.
to blow one off
to dismiss as insignificant, ignore or not pay
attention to
I will not allow you to blow me off. You’re going to
listen to me.
to blow one's brains out
to commit suicide by killing oneself by a gun
When they arrived, he was already dead. He had blown his
brains out.
to blow one’s cool
to storm, get angry, become furious
She most definitely blew her cool.
to blow one's lines
to forget or mangle one’s dialogue in a play, television
program or movie
Everyone blows their lines once in their career.
to blow one’s mind
to surprise, leave dumbfounded, astonish
What he did blew my mind.
to blow one’s own trumpet
to boast, brag, talk big about or praise oneself
He is always blowing his own trumpet.

to blow one’s stack
to get extremely angry, blow one’s top, furious, livid, blue in
the face, enraged, fuming
Once she found out, she blew his stack.
to blow one’s top
to be infuriated, mad as a wet hen, raging, flaring, foaming
at the mouth, be beside oneself, storm, get angry
There is no reason to blow your top; we can settle this.
to blow out of proportion
to distort or exaggerate, make larger than what
it really is
They blew out of proportion what happened in the
football game.
to blow out of the water
to destroy or disable totally
The election blew his opponent out of the water.
to blow the lid off of
to expose a crime in progress, bring into public a secret,
and probably, illegal activity
You should be congratulated for blowing the lid off of the
whole affaire.
to blow the whistle on
to expose illegal or immoral behavior to the authorities,
blow the lid off of
He blew the whistle on the scandal at the transnational
company.
to blow up
1.
to overstate, overdo, bloat, make bigger
He blew up everyone’s positions.
2.

to explode, become furious, lose one’s temper
She has no self control; she’s always blowing up.

to blow up in one’s face

to revert, rebound, ricochet, recoil, return, reverse
I tried to sabotage her but it blew up in my face.
to blubber (slang)
to cry, shed tears, sob, weep
Please stop blubbering. I can’t stand it when you cry.
to blurt out
to blab, reveal or divulge information which was
supposed to remain secret
She blurted out everything. Expect a phone call or visit
from the police.
to boggle the mind
to blows one’s mind, disconcert, astound,
dumbfound
I will never under him; he boggles the mind.
to boil down
to reduce down to its essence, strip away
the excess
Once you boil down the argument, you’re
wrong.
to bolt
to leave or depart quickly and without any warning,
make a sudden flight or run, escape
He bolted as soon as he saw me and the police coming.
to bolster
to support, buttress, uphold, hold up, stay, mainstay,
harden, beef up, stiffen, steel
She is always bolstering her husband’s position, no matter what.
to bomb (slang)
to fail, go wrong, flounder, flop, fall through
The project fell through so the company
withdrew its offer.

to boo-hoo (slang)
to shed tears, cry, bawl, weep
Every time something happens, she is boo-hooing.
to book
to reserve, put aside
They booked a hotel room.
to bone up
to study or review intensely to take an exam
I have to bone up on my French or I will never
pass the midterm.
to boomerang
to be a backlash, reversal, turn around, or
an about-face
His argument boomeranged and caused him to
lose the election.
to boot out
to topple, overthrow, turn out, kick out
They booted out the new government in less
than a week.
to bore one to death
to tax one’s patience, bore stiff or bore one to tears with
one’s conversation
Please get me out of here; he’s boring me to death.
to botch up
to mess up, bungle, spoil, screw up
You botched up my wedding plans.
to bottle up
to circumscribe, restrict, pen or hem in, cage, confine
You can not bottle up your emotion forever.

to bottom out
to reach the lowest level, not be able to go down farther
He will not stop gambling until he bottoms out.
to bounce
to eject, expel, throw out, oust, get rid of, force to leave
This company bounces people on a daily basis.
to box in
to pen or hem in, confine, restrict, constrict, pen, cage
I had no choice; I felt boxed in.
to bow and scrape
to bend or bend before, bow or stoop down to
If you bow and scrap to get what you want, you lose
the respect of your children.
to bowl over
to shock, flabbergast, knocked over, boggle
His explanation bowled me over.
to brag
to crow, boast, blow one’s own trumpet
He is always bragging about how fantastic his life is.
to branch out
to expand or extend (a business or an organization)
I am glad that our business is finally able
to branch out.
to brave it out
to bear, endure, tough it out, hold out against, take
it on the chin, weather, stick it out, sweat it out
If you are able to brave it out you can win.
to break down
to stop functioning, no longer work

to break eye contact
to look down, no longer have eye contact, lower one’s head,
look at one’s feet
Once she looked at him, she quickly broke eye contact.
to break even
to neither gain or lose
I guess business was not too bad; I broke even.
to break in
1.
to interrupt, barge in, enter (i.e. a
conversation)
It is very rude to break in to another’s
conversation.
2.

to show the rope, train, teach
When I first came here, I was such a novice.
My boss broke me in.

3.

to get used to, wear in
Once I broke in my leather shoes, they feel
so good.

4.

to rob, enter one’s house illegally, burglarize
Those kids broke in my house last week.

to break into a cold sweat
to panic, become alarm, feel fear
When I saw the teacher walked into the room with the
exam paper, I broke into a cold sweat.
to break into laughter
to start laughing hard or hysterically, laugh hard
The minute that he opened his mouth, I broke
out into laughter.
to break the news
to divulge, reveal or disclose information which will
shock or surprise
When I broke the news about her pregnancy, her
mother fainted.

to break the silence
to start talking or communicating again
She was the one who broke the silence.
to break the spell
to disenchant, unbeguile, burst one’s bubble, snap
one out of it
When she caught him in a lie that broke the spell.
to break the ties
to sever the ties, unbind, unfetter, throw off, uncouple,
disconnect
Why are you holding on? You must break the ties.
to break up
to no longer be a couple, leave one another, separate
We got a divorce immediately after breaking up.
to breathe new life into
to regenerate, rejuvenate, renew, resuscitate, stir one’s blood
It is not easy to breathe new life into a marriage.
to breathe one’s last
to give up the ghost, die, pass on
She breathed her last breath last night.
to bring a spring in one’s step
to make content, happy or pleased, give pleasure to
His presence has brought a spring in her step.
to bring face to face
to confront boldly, oppose directly, confront, encounter, meet
courageously, challenge, confront
He was brought face to face with his reality.
to bring home the bacon
to earn and bring home, from work, the necessary
money to support one’s family

Now that I have a good job, I no longer have problems
bringing home the bacon.
to bring it on oneself
to be responsible for one’s own condition or situation
It is not true that as a result her clothing she
brought the rape on herself.
to bring one back to life
to make feel like brand new, breathe new life into, regenerate,
rejuvenate, renew, resuscitate, revive
He has brought her back to life.
to bring one down a peg or two
to humble, shame, humiliate, chasten, bring
down, make eat humble pie or crow
He needs to bring this student down a peg or two.
to bring out into the open
to reveal, divulge, disclose, let be known
I don’t know why she brought out into the open
what happened to her as a child.
to bring tears to one’s eyes
to make one cry, have one’s eyes to fill up with tears,
cause tears to come to one’s eyes
His words were so harsh that they brought tears to my eyes.
to bring to a head
to bring to a peak or climax
You have to bring all this to a head so that everything
is out in the open.
to bring to a standstill
to stop the flow of , interrupt the motion or function of
The protest brought the meeting to a standstill.
to bring to an end

to conclude, clinch, terminate, close
He brought it all to an end.
to bring to light
to unearth, discover, find out, uncover, bring
into the open, disinter
We have to bring everything to light.
to bring to mind
to return to thoughts to the past, review,
recall, recollect
Being with you again, brings so many memories
to mind.
to bristle up
to get one’s dander up, get one’s back up, let one’s anger rise, get
one’s blood or back up
I knew that she was very angry when she bristled up.
to brood over
to ponder, weigh, consider, ruminate, muse over, brood
over, contemplate, mull over
I recognize that expression on your face. What are you
brooding over now?
to brow beat
to abuse, intimidate, overawe, coerce, treat badly, batter,
subdue, domineer ,terrify
He browed beat the crowd
to brown bag it
1.
to bring one's own alcohol to a club
Many clubs will not allow patrons to
brown bag it.
2.

to bring one's own lunch to work
So that I know exactly what I consume for lunch,
I brown bag it.

to brush aside
to ignore, rebuff, dismiss
She brushed aside all my criticisms and did what
she wanted to.
to brush by
to squeeze or squeak by, only make it, make it by the skin
of one’s teeth, barely succeed, almost fail
I have to do better because last semester I only brush by.
to brush off
to ignore, rebuff, cold shoulder, dismiss
He thinks that he can brush off my question;
he’s wrong.
to brush up on
to study or review before an exam
I can’t go out tonight; I’ve got to brush up on
my notes.
to buckle down
to get down to, concentrate, get started
It time that you buckle down and get to work. If
you don’t, you will fail.
to buffalo
to cower, intimidate, make afraid or subdue
I want permit him to buffalo me. I will take the time
to make up my mind.
to build up
to develop and increase (i.e. experience)
Don’t worry. All you have to build up enough experience.
to bulldoze
to intimidate, browbeat, cow, threaten
How dare you come in here and try to bulldoze us. We will
not be pushed around.

to bug
1.
to install a secret listening device in someone's
phone or house
I have always been scared that they have bugged
my house.
2.

to bother, pester, annoy, irritate
I wish that you would stop bugging me.

to build a nest egg
to lay away, stockpile, save, put away
All my life I have built a nest egg and, now, it is
all destroyed.
to build castles in the sky
to be unrealistic, a pipe dream or an illusion
You need to be realistic and stop building castles
in the sky.
to bully
to intimidate, cow, buffalo, terrify or make afraid
He is a bully and is always bullying everyone.
to bum off of (slang)
1.
to hit, hit up, mooch, live or bum off of
He is always bumming off of everyone.
2.

to borrow, ask for
Can I bum a cigarette off of you.

to bungle
to mess up, stumble, trip, not turn out well,
turn out badly
He is always bungling everything.
to burn a hole in one’s pocket
to make one very keen, anxious, eager or
greatly desirous of
That money was burning a hole in her pocket.
She could not wait to spend it.

to burn for
to desire, yearn, wish or ache for
It is obvious that she is burning for him.
to burn off
to dissipate, vaporize, melt away, evaporate
This fog will burn off by late morning.
to burn all of one’s bridges
to destroy all of one’s opportunity to go back or
return to a prior situation or job
The way that I left I burnt all my bridges. I can
never go back to that job.
to burn one’s finger
to play with fire, hurt oneself by not minding one’s own
business, hurt oneself
You burnt your fingers because you do not know how
to mind your own business.
to burn past
to go very fast, be speeding
He burned past me so quickly that I did
not get the number of his license plate.
to burn the candle at both ends
to labor, work or toil hard
Because he needs to support his entire family,
he is burning the candle at both ends.
to burn the midnight oil
to study until late into the night, read or
write until the early hours of the morning
When I was in law school, I always had to
burn the midnight oil.
to burn to the ground
to destroy totally and completely, leave no trace of

He thought that he had burned the house to
the ground, he would destroy all evidence.
to burn with (one’s face)
to show that one has been humiliated or shamed by
flushing, blushing or turning red
Her face burnt with shame as result of being insulted.
to burn with curiosity
to be very curious, be consumed or eaten up
by curiosity
I haven’t seen him in a long time; therefore, I am
burning with curiosity to see how he has changed
to burst into tears
to cry, bawl, boohoo, shed tears, weep, sob, blubber
The moment that he heard the news, he burst into tears.
to burst one’s bubble
to disabuse, elucidate, undeceive, disillusion, enlighten
Can you imagine that when he burst my bubble, he
thought that he was doing me a favor?!
to bust loose
to successfully escape, flee or get out of confinement (i.e.
jail or prison)
He bust loose last night.
to butt heads
to compete, fight, be in opposition to, confront, clash
We are always butting heads.
to butter one up
to flatter or compliment to acquire favors or privileges
There is no need to butter me up. I told you that I
would help you.
to buttress
to prop, support, bolster, fortify, augment, uphold,

reinforce, prop up, undergird
She is only buttressing her only belief system.
to buy a pig in a poke
to buy, purchase, acquire or get the unknown
to marry someone that you do not know well is like
buying a pig in a poke.
to buy off
to bribe, pay off, corrupt, suborn
You are wasting your time; you can not buy
me off.
to call a spade a spade
to be frank, candid or plain spoken
I believe in being truthful and to call a spade
a spade.
to call down
to rebuff, reprimand, reproach, castigate, give a talking
to, trim down, rap on the knuckles, chew out
He called down the vice president in response to the
criticism of the public.
to call into question
to question, doubt, make one question or doubt
I still call the election into question.
to call it a day
to stop working for the day
I’m tired. Why don’t we call it a day?
to call it quits
to stop fighting, say uncle, throw in the towel, acknowledge
defeat, throw in the sponge
I can’t keep doing this. I call it quits.
to call off the dogs

1.

to stop attacking
Please call off your dog before he does some
real harm.

2.

to ask that one’s men stop beating or violently
harassing one
Call off your dogs; I’ll tell you want.

to call one’s bluff
to accept the challenge or dare, confront, stand up
to or snap the fingers at one who pretends to have power
I am not scared of him; therefore, I intend to call his bluff.
to call the plays
to dominate, manipulate, be in charge, exercise
control over
It is obvious that although he is president, his
wife is the one who is calling the plays.
to call the shots
to be in charge, be the captain, director or boss,
be in control
Just because you have the money that
does not mean that you call the shots.
to call the tunes
to be in charge, be the director or boss,
call the shots
Since everything is in my name, I am the one who
calls the tunes.
to can
to get rid of, oust, throw out, fire, remove from one’s
position, give the boot to
I think that I’m going to get can.
to candy-coat
to mitigate, diminish, sugar-coat, tone down,
lighten, soften
Stop candy-coating this situation!

to carry a lot of clout
to be influential, have a lot of power,
carry a lot of clout
Be careful what you say to her; she
carries a lot of clout.
to carry a lot of weight
to be powerful, have an extraordinary amount
of power, be recognized as important
Be careful in how you treat her; she
carries a lot weight.
to carry the ball
to assume responsibility, take charge of,
take the responsibility of
Once his father retired, he carried the ball.
to carry the day
to win, triumph, walk away with the prize, succeed
I dislike him as much as you do but he did carry the day.
to carry weight
to be powerful or influential, hold a high position, have
powerful contacts
In the world of business, I carry quite a bit of weight.
to cash in on
to capitalize on, take advantage, make the most of, strike
while the iron is hot
She tried to cash in on her fame.
to cast a spell
to enchant, mesmerize, charm, bewitch
Whenever he walks into a room, he casts a spell.
to cast a spell on
to enchant, mesmerize, charm, bewitch

Whenever he walks into a room, he casts a spell
on me.
to cast a spell over
to enchant, mesmerize, charm, bewitch
Whenever he walks into a room, he casts a spell
over me.
to cast into the shadow
to put to shame, overshadow, surpass, exceed, beat
He is always casting me into the shadow.
to cast pearls before swine
waste one’s resources or time on someone who does not
or who can not appreciate it
Treating him nicely and helping him is to be casting pearls
before swine.
to catch a cold
to get or have a cold
I don’t know where but I caught a cold.
to catch forty winks
to get some sleep, take a nap, take a siesta
I’m going to catch forty winks. I’ll call you
once I get up.
to catch in the act
to walk in on, surprise, catch in the process
He can’t deny it; I caught him in the act.
to catch on
1.
to understand, figure out, discern
I finally caught on to the class. Thank God,
it’s not too late.
2.

to become popular, be listened to or noticed
I am glad that that song finally caught on.

to catch one up short

to be astounding, dumbfounding, startling or shocking
What he said caught me up short.
to catch one’s breath
to draw one’s breath as a result of being upset
or surprised
The minute that he walked into the room, she
caught her breath.
to catch one’s death of cold
to have a very bad cold or flu
Last night, I caught my death of cold.
to catch one’s eye
to attract one’s attention, be noticed
The minute that she walked into the room,
she caught all the men’s eye.
to catch red handed
to catch while committing a crime, catch in the act of
doing wrong
I caught him red handed so he has no excuse.
to catch sight of
to get a glimpse of, get a quick sight of
In Hollywood, I sometimes catch sight of famous people.
to catch some Z’s (slang)
to get some sleep, doze off, take a nap, sleep
I’m going to catch some Z’s before going to the party.
to catch the flu
to get or have the flu
I caught the flu; therefore, I won’t be in to work.
to catch with one’s hand in the cookie jar
to catch while committing a crime, catch in the act of
doing wrong

What can I say? They caught me with one’s hand in the
cookie jar.
to catch with one’s pants down
to catch in flagrante delicto, in the act or red handed
It was good to catch him catch him with his pants down. He
can not deny anything anymore.
to cause one's eyebrows to raise
to scandalize, shock, offend, jar
His words caused my eyebrows to raise.
to cause a ripple effect
to have one action cause or set off other actions
The scandal caused a ripple effect that made a lot
of people rich.
to cause one to lose face
to humiliate, shame, embarrass, humble, demean,
disgrace, reduce, make one burn with shame
In American culture, causing one to lose face is
equivalent to almost killing one.
to chair a meeting
to lead, supervise or preside over
This month I will chair the faculty meetings.
to change horses in midstream
to choose a new road or person before a project
has concluded
I do want to make changes but not now. It is
very unwise to change horses in midstream.
to change the face of
to revamp, refurbish, change fundamentally, reshape,
turn over a new leaf, refurbish, remodel, restyle, recondition
The internet has changed the face of business.

to check
to set back, dishearten, thwart, disillusion, daunt,
discourage
He quickly checked her enthusiasm.
to check one out
to look at one aggressively as if to challenge, follow
one with one’s eyes, give the once over
I knew that she was challenging me because she
checked me out.
to check with a fine tooth comb
to be thorough, meticulous, scrupulous or
extremely careful
To make sure that I was accurate; he checked
my work with a fine tooth comb.
to chew out
to reproach, rebuke, admonish, scold
Please stop chewing me out. I said that
I was sorry.
to chicken out
to be a coward, not be brave or courageous, lose one’s courage
Please, it’s embarrassing that you always chicken out.
to chide
to reprimand, berate, reproach, scold, rebuke
Stop chiding me!
to chip away at
to gradually or little by little make less effective,
destroy or eliminate
He kept chipping away at the law that now it has
no effect.
to chip in
to participate or join in, help, aid
Every one chipped in to buy her gift.

to choke off
to stop, shut off, stop, obstruct
He tried unsuccessfully to choke off the
students words.
to clean up
to pull in, earn or get a lot, pile, round or clean up, rake in,
amass a great quantity, make a killing
This club is a gold mine; I’m cleaning up.
to clean up one’s act
to start behaving in an acceptable manner
If you do not clean up your act, you’re going to
pay the consequences.
to clear the table
to remove or take away the dishes and utensils from
the table after eating
Please clear the table so that we can work on it.
to climb on the bandwagon
to join the group or crowd, get with the program
I’ll climb on the bandwagon, if you can promise me that
there will be no reprisal.
to climb the ladder of success
to move or go ahead, make it, become successful
My father was never able to climb the ladder of success.
to clobber
to smash, defeat, quash, vanquish
The boxer clobbered his opponent.
to close one's eyes
to overlook, ignore, disregard, choose not to see,
neglect
You can not close your eyes. She needs you to

face reality.
to close up shop
to close the store or business until the next
working day, stop working for the day
It’s time to close up shop. We’ll see each other
tomorrow.
to close the book
to balance or settle accounts
Before we finish the year, we must close the books.
to close the door on
to stop, shut the door on, discontinue, close down, put an
end to, no longer allow
I am closing the door on this subject.
to clothe and feed oneself
to be able to maintain, sustain or feed oneself, provide
for oneself
Now that you’re on your own, you’re going to have to
clothe and feed yourself.
to clown around
to play or fool around, not be serious
I wish that you would stop clowning around.
This is not a game.
to clue one in (slang)
to tip off, put wise, warn, forewarn, put one
on to
She is the one who clued me in on what
was happening.
to coddle
to baby, pamper, overindulge, spoil, spoil rotten
You do her no good when you coddle her.
to come around

to recuperate, recover, get better, rally, rouse
It’s been awhile but she’s finally coming around. I’m sure
that she will be alright.
to come back and bite
to boomerang, rebound, ricochet
You knew that what you did was going
to come back and bite.
to come down with (an illness)
to fall, get or become ill
I think that I’m coming down with a cold.
to come home to roost
to come back and bite, ricochet, blowback,
boomerang
I warned you that one day that chickens
come home to roost.
to come in a cloud
to arrive in a group, crowd or army
They came to the village in a cloud.
to come in a crush
to arrive in a group, mob or army
We can’t all come in a crush. They won’t let us in
the party.
to come in a thicket
to arrive in a very large group
to come down from the clouds
to finally face the truth, realize the truth, finally accept
reality, confront reality
Don’t you think it is time that you come down from the
clouds.
to come to blows
to do battle, have a violent encounter, cross swords,

bandy words
If you do not watch out they are going to come to blows.
to come out a stupor
to become conscious, awake or wake up from
After so much drinking, it took hours for her to come
out of a stupor.
to come out ahead
to win, come out first, finish first, not be beaten
He worked hard; therefore, he deserved to come
out ahead.
to come to an understanding
to arrive at an agreement about, concur, assent,
be in accord
It took a long time but we have finally come to
an understanding.
to come to grief
to meet with disaster, falter, flounder, slip
All my efforts came to grief.
to come to grips with
to cope or deal with, face
It has been hard to come to grips with the president’s
assassination.
to come to terms
to acknowledge defeat, capitulate, surrender, lay down
arms, throw in the towel
I am sure that we can come to terms.
to come within a stone's throw of
to come within a hair breath, almost, just about, nearly, or all but
He came within a stone’s throw of winning the election.
to come within a whisker of

to almost, just about, nearly, or be all but
He came within a whisker of winning the election.
to compare notes
to exchange views, consult, talk over, exchange opinions
Before I say anything, I would like to compare notes.
to confront what is
to face reality, finally face the truth, realize the truth,
open one’s eyes
It’s time that you open confront what is.
to connect the dots
to consider one beneath one
to consider oneself superior to, look down one’s nose at,
disdain, thumb one’s nose at, spurn, hold in contempt
I know that she considers everyone beneath her.
to consider oneself served (slang)
to have been disgraced, humbled or discredit
Consider yourself served!
to contain a grain of truth
to be only somewhat truthful
Yes, what he says contain a grain of truth but, as a whole,
it is a lie.
to continue breathing
to take care of oneself, keep or maintain oneself alive, provide
for oneself
If you want to continue breathing, you better get up and
get a job.
to cook one's goose
to ruin someone's fortune, destroy one’s future or
prospects
His father cooked his son’s goose when he

disinherited him.
to cook the books
to present a false financial report, to conceal profits
to avoid taxes
I can’t trust these numbers because he has
cooked the books.
to cook up
to concoct, create, invent, make out of whole cloth, trump
up, lie, invent, fabricate
There is not a word of truth to what he say; he cooked up
the whole story.
to cool down
to calm down, become sedate, quiet down, settle down
I know that she is angry but in a day or two she will
cool down.
to cool off (slang)
to settle, calm or cool down, relax
If you do not want to get sick, you’re going to have
to cool off.
to cop (slang)
to steal, rob, take without permission, pinch, pilfer
You can cop things which are not yours. It is illegal.
to coop up
to box or wall in, restrict, constrict, confine
I need to get out of this house; I feel cooped up.
to corner
to pen in, constrict, cage, box in, coop up, not allow free
movement
He cornered me so that I had no where to go.
to cost a penny
to be very expensive, cost a great deal

If you want to make this exclusive, it is going to cost you
a pretty penny.
to cost an arm and a leg
to cost a large amount of money, be very expensive
This house is going to cost an arm and a leg.
to cost peanuts
to be extremely cheap, cost almost nothing, not
be at all expensive
This house cost peanuts.
to cough up
to reveal or divulge information against one’s will, tell what
one does not want to (usually to a person of authority or
higher standing in society)
You’ll not leaving here until you cough up the name of the
people who were with you.
to count on
to rely on, depend, lean on
You can not count on him to help you.
to count one in
to include, take into account, number among, count
Count me in; I want to give money to the cause.
to count one out
to not include, exclude, not number among, not count,
not take into account
Count me out! I want nothing to do with any of this.
to count one's chickens before they hatch
to depend on future earnings or benefits which are
still not certain or which are only probable
You don’t even have the job yet. Talking about your salary
is counting your chickens before they hatch.

to count sheep (slang)
to sleep, nap, get some sleep, take a siesta
I need to count sheep or I’ll never make
it through tomorrow.
to countenance
to withstand, allow, suffer, digest, endure, swallow,
stand for, put up with
I will never understand how you countenance his behavior.
to court destruction
to look for trouble, defy danger, march up to the
cannon’s mouth
You kept courting destruction; therefore, you deserve
everything that you’re getting now.
to cow
to intimidate, scare or terrify
He tried to cow his people but was unable to.
to crack down
to stop, discontinue, eliminate, close down, stamp down on
I intend to crack down so that this will never happen again.
to crack down on
to stop, discontinue, eliminate, close down, stamp down
on, put an end to
I am going to crack down on his behavior so that he understands
what he did was wrong.
to crack the whip
to overwork, put under high pressure, tax, overtax
The reason that employees leave the company
because the manager is always cracking the
whip.
to cram
to fill to over capacity, overfill, fill to the top

The conductor crammed the bus to the point
that people were fainting.
to cram down
to eat to the point of getting sick, gorge, overeat
He crammed down so much food that he vomited.
to cram for
to study intensely for a short period of time to
pass an exam
He crammed for the exam and, surprisingly
enough, passed.
to cream
to beat, to win against, better, get the better of
They creamed the team that had beaten them
last year.
to cringe
1.
to tremble, show one’s fear or terror, cower, shake
When he saw the men, he could not stop cringing.
2.

to fawn, lick one’s boots, agree to anything, fawn upon
It is embarrassing how you cringe in front of him.
Please stand up.
to croak
very idiomatic manner express that one has
expired, passed on or died
She croaked a week ago.
to crop up
to come to light, appear, make itself known,
suddenly appear
It took a number of years but cancer has finally
cropped up.
to cross examine
to grill, interrogate, question, ask about
They crossed examined him about the

bombing on 9/11.
to cross one’s path
to meet unexpectedly, happen upon, cross paths
with, run into
While I was walking downtown, John crossed
my path.
to cross paths with
come or happen upon, see or meet, cross paths
It was an accident that I crossed paths
with your boyfriend. We did not even talk.
to crow
to brag, boast, blow one’s own trumpet, toot one’s
own horn
You should stop crowing; you are not so fantastic.
to crush one’s hopes
to destroy or kill one’s expectations
He crushed my hopes with his words.
to cry crocodile tears
to cry fake tears, pretend to feel sorry
or sad
She is an excellent actress but what
she is doing is only crying crocodile tears.
to cry over spilt milk
to regret or lament over what can not be
fixed or repaired
Why are you feeling bad now. You are only crying
over spilt milk; the damage is done.
to cry wolf
to falsely warn people of pending danger
One day you are going to cry wolf and no one is
going to believe you.

to cull
to choose, select, reduce, sort out
It is not easy to watch the culling of animals.
stopped here for expressions of study guide
to curl one's hair
1.
to frighten or scare someone
The way that he looked curled my hair.
2.

to shock, astound, startle, or surprise someone
The party that they gave me curled my hair.

to curl one's lip
to show one's disdain, scorn, disgust or contempt
He curled his lip at the teacher question.
to curve one’s enthusiasm at all cost
to stop, cut or choke off, destroy, block, restrain
He is much too active. You must, therefore,
curve his enthusiasm at all cost.
Cut!
Stop!
Cut
1.

to divide, lop off, section or divide off
I cut the cake so that everyone could get a piece.

2.

to dilute, reduce, water down, make weaker
He cut the liquor with water.

3.

to adulterate, poison, pollute, debase
He cut the drug with poison; as a result, many people died.

4. to record, make a recording, tape, make a CD
The record that you cut last night was good.
It's going to sell.
5.

to abridge, make shorter, reduce the size of,
She cut her paper in half. She could not submit
a paper of fifty pages.

6.

to hurt, insult, offend, affront
What he said cut in a way that will never heal.

7.

to stop, halt, brake, turn or switch off
Cut the presses. We all need to take a five-minute break.

8.

to edit
I don't like the way that he cut the movie. Nothing
makes any sense.

9.

to get out, leave, take off
Cut your losses and get out now!

10.

to interrupt, intercept, cut off
She talks so much that she's always cutting me short.

to cut a tooth
to teethe, have a tooth grow through the gum
She is crying so much because she is cutting a tooth.
to cut and paste
(in computer) to remove one part of document from one place to another
Because I can cut and paste, it should not take me a long time.
to cut a deal
to bargain, negotiate, haggle
Let’s see if we can cut a deal so that we both win.
to cut a movie
to edit a movie
I did not like the way that he cut the movie.
to cut a brilliant figure
to be attractive, good-looking or beautiful
She cuts a brilliant figure in that red dress.
to cut a poor figure
to look uncultivated, unsatisfactory or not attractive
As a presidential candidate, he cuts a very poor figure.

to cut a record
to make or record a CD, put on disc or tape, tape
He is going to cut a record in the studio.
to cut back on
to curtail, reduce, lessen
I need for you to cut back on the teasing. Your
sister doesn’t like it.
to cut both ways
to have both advantages and disadvantages
The Supreme Court decision cuts both ways.
to cut corners
to find a faster and less efficient way to do something
to save time
This did not function because you cut too many corners.
to cut down to size
to humiliate, make eat humble pie, shame, humble
I love seeing arrogant people cut down to size.

to cut off
to intercept, stop on the way, seize en route
The reason that we collided was that he cut off my car.
to cut one’s losses
to stop investing or spending money in a money-losing venture
The best that you can do is to cut your losses and get out.
to cut someone from
to reduce, eliminate, be taken off
They cut my son from the team.

to cut the crap
to stop the bullshit
Cut the crap and tell the truth.
to cut the drug
to reduce the amount of a drug by mixing it with other substances,
adulterate, weaken
The dealers cut the drug with poison.
to cut the mustard
to be good enough, be able to meet the challenge, be
qualified for
Stop doubting your daughter; she most definitely cuts
the mustard.
to cut in
to ask to dance with someone who is already dancing by tapping the
person
on the shoulder
I know that he likes her because every time someone dances with her, he
cuts in.
to cut in on something
to interrupt
to cut to the bone
1.
to wound someone profoundly and deeply
What he said to me cut to the bone.
2.

to remove all excess, remove all but the essential
We need to cut this budget to the bone.

to cut to the chase
to get to the point, gist, kernel, real reason
Please stop beating around the bush and cut to the chase.
to cut to the quick
to hurt or injure profoundly, break one’s heart

What he said cut to the quick.
to dance another tune
to change one’s attitude or behavior
As a result of finding out the truth, he now dancing
to another tune.
to dance on the razor’s edge
to be in a tight spot or position, defy danger, be in a
vulnerable position
Whichever way I turn, I’m in trouble. I’m dancing
on the razor’s edge.
to dash off
to do something quickly or in a hurry
I can’t stay; I have to dash off.
to daunt
1.
to take the fight of, intimidate, bully, cow, daunt,
bulldoze
He loves to daunt everyone around him.
2.

to dishearten, disillusion, discourage, dispirit
He daunted her so much that she no longer
had any desire to live.

to dazzle
to draw, engross, captivate or hold the attention of
Where ever she goes she dazzles everyone.
to deal with down line
to be temporarily deferred, postponed or
suspended
We will deal with this bill down the line. It can
wait until I get back from vacation.
to deck
to hit, punch, strike, slug
He decked the man who insulted his wife.

to deface
to destroy, mutilate, mar, disfigure, vandalize the surface of
He defaced the building.
to deface by
to mar the surface or appearance of
They defaced the desk by writing on it.
to deface with
to destroy, mutilate, vandalize the surface of sth with sth else
He defaced the side of the building with graffiti.
to demand cash on the barrelhead
to accept payment in cash or in cash only
I don’t accept anything but cash on the
barrelhead.
to demand cash on the barrel
to not accept credit cards allowed, demand
immediate payment
You can not bargain with him. He demands cash
on the barrel.
to deride
to lampoon, satirize, insult, mock, sneer at, mimic
Don’t worry; he is always deriding everyone.
to die down
to eventually calm down or become tranquil
The wind died down after many hours of blowing.
to die with one’s boots on
to not die in bed, be killed, die suddenly and
unexpectedly rather than after a long illness
He died the way that he wanted; he died with
his boots on.

to dig up
to unearth, discover, find out, uncover, bring to light or
into the open
It took awhile but I finally dug up the truth.
to dillydally
to be too carefree or easy-going, be a laggard,
foot-drag
It is time that you stop dillydallying and get serious
about life.
to dine out
to eat dinner in a restaurant
I would like for us to dine out tonight.
dinnieken (Scottish English)
(North American English) I don’t know
to dis (slang)
to cold shoulder, show one great, disrespect, snub,
insult, injure
I will not allow you to dis me!
to disappear from the face of the earth
to vanish, vanish off the face of the earth, disappear from
sight, disappear without leaving a trace, recede from view
Have you seen Mary? She seemed to have disappeared from
the face of the earth.
to disappear off the face of the earth
to disappear from the face of the earth, disappear without
leaving a trace, disappear from sight
I have not seen or heard anything. It is as if she has
disappeared off the face of the earth.
to dish out
to parcel out, distribute or give (i.e. punishment
or approval)

Now that he is mayor, he can dishes out jobs
as he wishes.
to dish the dirt
is a gossiper, gossipmonger or rumormonger
There is not one day that she does not dish the dirt.
to dismiss one from one’s thoughts
to dismiss, disregard, ignore, no longer think about,
stop thinking about, brush aside
After I spoke to her, I dismissed her from my thought.
to disown
to want nothing to do with, repudiate, turn one’s back on,
to disown, wash one’s hands of, disavow, reject
Because I refuse to change my mind, my family disowned me.
to ditch (slang)
to abandon, discard, get rid of, throw away
He ditched his wife for another woman.
to do?
used in English, with the exception of as such verbs as
to be, can, must, should or might, to form a question
(usually not translatable)
Do you speak English? Do you live in England or the U.S.?
to do
used in English, with the exception of as such verbs as
to be, can, must, should or might, to form a negative statement or
question
I do not like him at all. They did not go to school today.
to do (!)
used in English, with the exception of as such verbs as
to be, can, must, should or might, to emphasize a statement in
an affirmative statement (usually not translatable)
I do speak English. We do go to school every day of the week.

to do
used in English, with the exception of as such verbs as
to be, can, must, should or might, when referring back to
another verb (usually not translatable)
I speak English and so does Mary. Jean-Paul works in the
new upstart but her wife doesn’t.
to do
used in English, with the exception of as such verbs as
to be, can, must, should or might, in polite request. Depending
on the context, ‘to do’ can be translated as ‘please’.
Do sit down and rest. You look so tired. Do take as much as you like.
to do
used in English, with the exception of as such verbs as
to be, can, must, should or might, in tag questions.
Depending on the context, ‘to do’ can be translated as ‘no?’, ‘yes?’
You like having your own business, don’t you? You don’t
eat meat, do you?
to do
used in English, with the exception of as such verbs as
to be, can, must, should or might, as a short answer to a question
Do you speak English? Yes, I do. No, I don’t.
to do (in American English, can be interpret as very vulgar/ used
with extreme caution)
to kill, to murder, to dispatch, to knock off
He did him last night.
to do
to act, to make happen, to be active, to not remain
still or indifferent
I need you to do something. This is a problem
that must be solved now.
to do (meal in a restaurant)
to serve, to offer

They do breakfast from six o’clock in the morning
until closing. The food is delicious.
to do
to execute, to accomplish, to carry through, to expedite
You will do your homework before you go out to play.
to do
to create, to design, to form, to shape, to fashion
He will do a wonderful job. I have seen all of his paintings
and they are fantastic.
to do
to visit, to go see
We can visit the zoo tomorrow. Today, I would like to do all the
different museums in the downtown area.
to do (food)
to make, cook or prepare a particular kind of food
Yesterday, I did my spaghetti and meatballs for everybody.
It’s the family favorite.
to do
to cheat, to swindle, to rob, to burn
He has done everyone he has ever known. He is
a thief.
to do (the number) per hour
to go or travel (number) per hour
This car can do a hundred miles per hour.
to do
to explore, to check out, to travel through
I intend to do Europe this summer and I’m
so excited.
to do
to fix, to repair, to make function again

I won’t be able to do your car until later this afternoon.
to do
to carry out and complete one’s homework assignment
I have to do my geography. Not only is the teacher
going to check but I think that we’re going to have
a surprise quiz
to do
to decorate, to redecorate, to adorn, to beautify
We can do all the bathrooms for a discounted price.
to do
to exercise
I have to do at least an hour every day; otherwise,
I will never lose weight.
to do
to be enough, adequate or acceptable
Although I was hoping for more money, this amount will do.
to do
to travel, to go, to journey, to walk
I’m hoping to do at least twenty miles a day.
to do
to take drugs on a daily basis
No wonder he became an addict; he would normally do heroin
a couple a times a week.
to do
to prep, make ready, ready or prepare food
I’ll do the sandwiches while you do the salad.
to do (number of years)
to spend time in jail or prison

He will have to do one year.
to do (number of years)
to spend time in the armed forces
I did a five year hitch in the army.
to do (number of months/years)
number of years or months of combat duty
I am required to do at least twelve months
in Iraq.
to do
to be acceptable or suitable, to pass muster, to serve, to measure up
Yes, this dress will do. It is much more than I have a
right to expect.
to do
to behave, to conduct or carry oneself
I know that she is your mother but you can not do as she does.
to do (a film)
to make, create or produce a film
The a film that he did last year has been awarded a Golden Globe.
to do
to furnish or provide services for
I can do anything that you need. All I ask if that you give me
twenty-four hours notice.
to do (amount of time)
to spend time at or to study at an institution where one does
not want to be
Because of my grades, I had to do one year at the local community
college before transferring to the university. I hated every moment.
to do
to give a performance of
This winter, the theater will do a play a week.

to do (amount of time)
to spend time in confinement, i.e. prison or jail, to be sentenced to
I have to do four years. I’m not looking forward to being in
jail for such a long time.
to do
to make available and provide
The school does not do language classes. They do not
have qualified teachers in this area.
to do
to mimic, to impersonate, to copy, to pretend to be
When he does the presidential candidates, he has everyone
in stitches (laughing hard).
to do
to perform or act in a play
When I did “Cats”, I had to watch my weight.
to do
to provide or supply entertainment for
This month I have to four wedding to do. I haven’t
had so many gigs in a long time.
to do
to study, to have a course in, to learn
This semester, I’m doing French and Chinese.
to do (a place)
to rob, to steal from, to burglarize
I can do this house in less than an hour.
to do
to wait on, to attend to, to serve
He’ll do you next so don’t go anywhere. He’s
almost finished cutting his hair.
to do ( very vulgar)
to have sex or sexual relations with someone

I did her last night.
to do a bank
to rob, to steal from, to stick or hold up
I wouldn’t even think about doing a bank in this town.
You’re never get away with it.
to be a job well done
to have succeeded, to have attained or achieved
one’s goal
This is a job well done. I congratulate you.
to be a silly thing to do
to act or behave in a foolish, absurd or
asinine way
You had known before that that would be
a silly thing to do.
to be able to do about
to not have any control, influence, say or sway over
I can do something about who will or will not be
my child’s teacher.
to be able to do better than that
to not have achieved or attained one’s best, to
do only a mediocre or so-so job
Yes, you passed but I feel that you could have
done better than that.
to be able to do with
to need, to want, to desire, to lack
I am so thirsty. I could do with a tall glass of ice water.
to be doing badly
to be sick, to not be well, to not be feeling well

This morning I’m doing badly. I hope to be feeling
better later .
to be doing fine
to be in good health, to be okay, to no longer be
n danger (health-wise)
Please stop worrying. My head is no longer bleeding.
I’m doing fine.
to be doing someone good
to be serving a purpose, to be useful or helpful
This medicine is doing him good. I think that
you should renew the prescription.
to be doing well (crops)
to be growing well and thriving, to be developing
and flourishing well
The crops are doing well. We will have a good harvest
this year.
to be doing well (health)
to be in good health, to be okay, to no longer be
in danger (health-wise)
I am happy to report that the senator is doing well.
He’s no longer in critical condition.
to be doing well (business)
to be prospering, succeeding or thriving, to be
making a profit
I’m happy to say that my business is doing well.
I am thinking about expanding.
to be doing well (in one studies, in one’s classes or at school)
to be passing one’s courses with good grades
This year, I am doing well in all my classes. I don’t think
that I will have any problems.
to be doing well (patient in a hospital)
to be getting well, to be recuperating or on the mend

My mother is doing well. Thank you for asking.
to be done
to be completed or finished
The school is finally done. It will be open next week.
to be done
to be ready
The food’s done. Let’s eat.
to be done
to put an end to, to stop, nip in the bud, to end
I’m done. I have nothing more to say or do
so I’m leaving.
to be done
to be ruined, to be overcome, to be defeated
He’s done. He has committed to many mistakes to
ever come back.
to be done
(British English) to swindle, to cheat, to fleece
He was done by his top assistant.
to be done for
(British English) to be prosecuted, convicted or thrown the book at
They were done for fraud and numerous other crimes.
to be done for
to be in a lot of trouble, to be in hot water, to have big problems
Now that they know about what we have been doing, we
are done for.
to be done for
to be the reason or explanation why something happened,
to explain why an action was taken
These attacks were done for political, rather than, military

reasons.
to be done for speeding (British English)
to be fined or given a ticket for driving one’s motor vehicle too fast
I was done for speeding.
to be done in
to be dead, totally exhausted, tired out or dog-tired
Yesterday I worked 14 hours. I was done in.
(to be done) in an underhanded manner
to act in a secretive, hidden, concealed, shrouded,
cloaked or undercover manner
They passed the bill in an underhanded manner.
to be done in cold blood
to be do something deliberately, ruthlessly or coldly
The killing was done in cold blood.
to be the right thing to do
to be on the right course, to know what needs to be done
It’s simple. The war was not the right thing to do. We should
have talked rather than fought.
to be the thing to do
to be in fashion, to be the rage, to do what everyone
else is doing
Now, it’s the thing to do. Everyone knows that.
to be the thing to do
to do what is expected or required of one
I know that you don’t agree but in this place,
it is the thing to do. You really have no choice.
to be done with
to be finished with, to be concerned with, to no longer
be involved or connected to

I’m done with her. She has betrayed me one time too many.
to be nothing to do with
to not be concerned, connected or involved with
I don’t understand why you are talking to me about
this. It is nothing to do with you.
to be to do with
to be concerned or connected with, to be the reason for
Her nightmares are to do with the way that she used to live.
to do a deal
to complete a negotiation or agreement, to have
a meeting of the minds
It took forever but we finally did a deal.
to do a double take
to be so astounded, surprise or flabbergasted that
one looks twice
When she walked into the room, her husband did
a double take. He couldn’t believe how beautiful she looked.
to do a Garbo
(British English) to act indifferent or apathetic
He dealt with the situation by doing a Garbo. He looked
like he could care less.
to do a flip-flop
to make an about face, eat one’s words, rescind, recant,
repudiate, whistle a different tune, take back, renege
It was embarrassing watching him do a flip-flop in public.
to do a good job
to succeed, to pull or bring it off, to cut the mustard
I like it. You did a good job. Congratulation.
to do a job on
to fleece, trick, take advantage of, defraud

No wonder she is depressed. Her boyfriend did a job on
her that she will not easily forget.
to do a job on
to damage, to injure, to deal a blow to, to harm
Those thieves did a job on the house that they robbed. It
will need a lot of repairs.
to do a lot for
to have a positive effect on, to have an affirmative impact on,
to have a good influence on
You have done a lot for this family. I would like
to thank you.
to do a number on
to mistreat, to treat badly, to damage, to injure
Before divorcing him, his wife did a number on her.
to do a slow burn
to gradually and slowly become angry or irritated
For years I have been doing a slow burn on this matter.
I’m about to explode.
to do a snow job on (slang)
to deceive, lie to, snooker, defraud, dupe
He did a snow job on her that was obvious to everyone.
to do absolutely nothing
to not help in the least, to not raise a finger, to not lift
a hand
I warned you; therefore, I will do absolutely
nothing to help you. Don’t ask!
to do all that lies within one’s reach
to try hard, make an all out effort, go all out, do one’s
damnedest, do one’s best, bend over backwards
I did all that lies within my reach; therefore, there is
nothing else that I can do.

to do an about-face
to completely change one’s stand or position, to make
a reversal, to back pedal
As soon as he was alone with the police, he did an
about-face.
to do an author (British English)
to study, analyze or examine a writer or author
This semester we’ll be doing Austen.
to do as
to function or work as
I suppose that this new gadget will do as a can opener.
It does, after all, open cans.
to do as one is told.
obey, toe the line, toe the mark
What’s the problem? All you have to do is do as you’re told.
to do as one pleases
to not have any restrictions or limits, to have no restraints
Just because you are the boss that does not mean that
you can do as you please. We do have laws and regulations.
to do as Romans do
to be a conformist , to be conventional, to follow the crowd,
to swim with the pack

to do away with
to stop, not continue with, discontinue, no longer do
It is time that we do away with all these
old traditions.
to do away with
to nullify, invalidate, cancel, make void
Many groups have been working hard to do away with the

law that legalizes abortions.
to do away with
to dispose of, to get rid of, to discard, to throw away
Before going to Europe, he did away with all of his possessions.
to do away with
to kill, murder, slay, get rid of, stop one breathing
He tried to do away with his opponent.
to do away with oneself
used as an euphemism for to commit suicide, to kill oneself
He did away with himself after years of suffering.
to do badly
to not fare well, to not get along or on very well
I must admit that last semester I did pretty badly.
to do badly (in an exam, test, quiz or final)
to not pass, to fail, to not come up to scratch, to not
meet the requirement
I don’t know what happened. I did badly in the quiz.
I can make it up next week.
to do battle
to argue, to fight, to have a strong disagreement, to go
head to head
She knows that I don’t agree so we will do battle.
(to do) behind one’s back
to do in secret, undercover, in one's absence
or without one's knowledge
He has been operating behind my back; therefore,
I don’t know what is happening.
to do (adverb) by
to treat a person in a particular manner

His boss did badly by John. He fired him without
any type of notice.
(to do) by the skin of one's teeth
to barely do, almost not do, to almost not happen
I passed by the skin of my teeth.
to do business with
to transact or negotiate business with
I enjoy doing business with that company. The
executives as well as the managers really understand their job.
to do credit to
to enhance, enrich or augment the reputation of
This paper does not do credit to you. You should do it again.
to do damage to
to harm, to damage, to mar, to spoil
Her children did a great deal of harm to the apartment.
Repairs are going to be expensive.
to do down (British English)
to denigrate, to belittle, to make one feel bad about oneself
to do duty for
to take the place of, to substitute or stand in for
I had to do duty for her because she couldn’t get
anyone to watch her children.
to do for
to serve for, to act as, to be in substitute for
At least for the time being, this heavy cloth will
do for a towel.
to do for
(British English) to keep house for, to clean and cook for
She can do for the family.

to do for
(British English) to make available and provide for
When my parents died, I had to do for my brothers
and sister.
to do for a living
to make or earn one’s money
(usually said in the form of a question)
What do you do for a living?
to do it
to make happen or occur, to cause to take place
If you really want it to happen, you will make it happen.
Do it! What’s stopping you?
to do it
to be the reason or the explanation why something
has occurred
It was that last trip to Canada in the winter that
did it. He caught a bad cold
to do it at the drop of a hat
to not hesitate or think twice, to act speedily
Frankly, if he had asked, I would have done it at the
drop of a hat.
to do it for the hell of it
to do it for the fun of it or for no real good reason
He did it for the hell of it.
to do it in a heartbeat
to perform or execute immediately, instantly or right away
Don’t threaten me. I’ll do it in a heartbeat.
to do it in a New York minute
to not hesitate, to act at once or without a delay
Don’t push me. I would do it in a New York minute.

to do it in one’s head
to resolve, find the answer for or figure out a math
problem without using a calculator or pen and pencil
You won’t be able to use any kind of machine. You’re
going to have to do it in your head.
to do it mañana
to file away, sleep on, delay, defer, procrastinate
He always wait until the last minute; he believes
in doing it mañana.
to do it posthaste
to execute what is to be done without any delay, speedily or instantly
When I want it done, I want you to do it posthaste. No questions asked!
to do it when hell freezes over
to never do it
I’ll come back to you when hell freezes over.
to do it with all one’s might
to act in an energetic, aggressive or vigorous manner
I’m not a moderate. Whatever I do, I do it with all my might.
to do it with everything one has
to do something aggressively, energetically, strenuously or eagerly
Yes, I failed but not for lack of trying. I did it with everything I had.
to do justice to
to do well, commendably, excellently or meritoriously
This building does justice to you. It is proof that you are
an excellent architect.
to do justice to
to consume a great deal, to eat and drink a lot
It is obvious from his size that David always
does justice to any meal.

to do it in the dark
to be in the secret, under wraps, concealed,
cloaked or shrouded
Whenever and however he functions, he does
so in the dark.
to do (it) by the book
according to the rules and regulations
You can’t always do everything by the book.
(to do it) by the sweat of one's own brow
to work very hard, labor, toil, work like a Trojan
I earned by the sweat of my own brow everything that I now have.
to do it in the wink of the eye
to do quickly, fast, instantly or at once
I didn’t see him. He did it in the wink of the eye.
(to do) it on a wing and a prayer
to be unprepared, have no resources and have with only
the slightest hope of succeeding
When we started our business, we did it on
a wing and a prayer.
to do it on the spur of the moment
to act without thinking or thinking twice, to do on
the moment
What did you expect? You did it on the spur of the moment.
to do it on the sly
to act underhandedly or secretly, to not be above board
I have no problem that he called me what I didn’t like is
that he did it on the sly.
to do it over and over again
to study by rote, to memorize, to learn by heart

He did it over and over again so by the end of
the night, he had memorized the song.
to do it right out in the open
to be in the open, exposed, uncovered,
revealed or unconcealed
I must respect him although I don’t like him.
Whatever he does, he does in right out in the open.
to do it the hard way
to accomplish something in a difficult, rather than easy, manner
He did succeed but he did it the hard way.
to do it to excess
to overdo, to go over board, to get carried away, to overindulge
I know that you love to eat but why must you do it to excess.
to do justice to (many times in the negative)
to benefit, to make look good or its best
These green earring do not do justice to your eyes.
to do little to
to not + the verb of the sentence
His self-confidence did little to alleviate my fears.
to do lunch
to have a lunch engagement with someone, to go to
lunch with someone
I’m busy this week but next Tuesday we can do lunch.
to do no harm
to not hurt, damage or inflict injury on
Part of a doctor’s oath is to do no harm.
to do nothing (in the area of the law)
to not be at fault or to blame, to not

participate directly in a crime
I did nothing. I neither participated in the
robbery or in the escape.
to do nothing (in the area of the law)
to know about a crime but to not report it
to the authorities, to allow a crime to take place
You did nothing to stop him. You are as guilty as
he is.
to do nothing (in the area of medicine)
to allow nature to take its course, to not intervene
medically, to allow one’s body to heal itself
If I had been in his doctor’s place, I would have
done nothing. People don’t normally survive such a stroke.
to do nothing for
to not make someone look good or nice, to not go with,
to make someone look worse rather than better
That shade of purple does nothing for you. It makes you
look sick.
to do nothing for one
to not attract, call one’s attention, interest or appeal to
I know I should not say this in Italy but opera does
nothing for me
to do (period of time) for (type of crime)
to spend time in prison or jail
He will do about six months for perjury.
(to do) off the book
to pay or earn cash as a way to avoid paying taxes
He pays his workers off the book.
to do nicely
to be enough, sufficient, satisfactory
This amount will do nicely. It’s more than enough for

what I need to do.
to do one good
to help, to aid to be helpful or of use
This can only do you good.
to do one nicely
to be suitable, just what one needs, to hit the spot
A cup of coffee would do me nicely. I need the caffeine so
that I don’t fall asleep.
to do one out of
to cheat, defraud, gyp, soak, chisel, take to
the cleaners
I still can’t believe that he did me out of
all my money.
to do one’s best
to pull out every stop, to give one’s all, to function
at one’s peak or zenith
I did my best. You can not expect more of me.
to do one’s bit
to do one’s part or share, to cooperate, to carry one’s weight
You don’t have to worry about me. I will do my bit.
to do one’s damnedest
to do one’s best, bend over backwards, try hard, make
an all out effort, do all that lies within one’s reach
After doing my damnedest and failing, I quit.
to do one’s darndest
to do one’s best, to try as hard as one can
Although I did my darndest, I just couldn’t do it.
to do one’s duty
to fulfill one’s obligation, to do what is expect of one

I know that it is hard but you must do your duty. No
one else is going to house and feed your children.
to do one’s face
to put on make up
Give me a little more time. I have to do my face.
to do one’s fair share
to pull one’s weight, do one’s share, not have others do
one’s part, work together, pull together, cooperate
I don’t want your help; I do my fair share.
to do one’s hair
to arrange or fix someone’s hair
I’ll have to call you back. I have to do my hair. I’m
going to a party.
to do one’s heart good
to make one feel good, satisfied or happy
Whenever I see my children playing outside, it
does my heart good.
to do one’s job
to fulfill one’s obligation, to do what is required or
what it is called for
I don’t want to hear any excuses. You are required
to do your job.
to do one’s legs
to shave, to remove the hair of
When are you going to do your legs? You are
really getting hairy.
to do one’s makeup
to put on powder and rouge on one’s face, to put on make up

I can’t go anywhere until I do my makeup.
to do one’s level best
to perform or function at one’s optimum or peak
If I don’t pass, I will not feel guilt. I did my level best.
to do one’s nails
to paint one’s nails, to put on nail polish
My hands look horrible. I have to do my nails.
to do one’s own hair
to arrange or fix someone’s hair rather than have others
fix one’s hair
I rather do my own hair. I don’t have the patience or time
to go to a hair salon.
to do one’s own makeup
to put on one’s own make up rather than have
someone else do it
You know that you can’t do your own makeup.
You always put on too much.
to do one’s own nails
to paint one’s nails, to put on nail polish
I don’t like doing my own nails. I like going to a salon.
to do one’s number
to perform, to sing and/or dance in front of an audience
what one has been practicing, to give one’s performance
You’re next. When you do your number, all your
nervousness will go away.
to do one’s own thing
to function, act or operate as one pleases without
reference to anyone else

When you are in the military, you can not do your own
thing. You are part of a group.
to do one’s pants
to iron one’s pants
You’re not going out like that, are you? Aren’t you
going to do your pants.
to do one’s part
to do one’s bit or share, to work side by side with, to
cooperate
You don’t have to tell me to do my part. I know that.
to do one’s room
to clean, to fix up, to put in order
When are you going to do your room? It looks like a pig-sty.
to do one’s shoes
to clean and/or polish one’s shoes
I can’t leave until I do my shoes.
to do one’s stuff
to perform or carry out one’s trade, specialization or job
You are not talking to an amateur; I know how to do my stuff.
I do not need your advice.
to do one’s teeth
to clean or wash one’s teeth
I’ll be ready in a minute. I still have to do my teeth.
to do one’s worst
to destroy, to ruin, to tear or pull down, to spoil
Go ahead and do your worst. I’m not scared of you or
your organization. You can only die once.
to do oneself well (British English)
to live well, to not deprive oneself of anything, to not lack anything
Since he won the lottery, he does himself very well. I envy him.

to do oneself in
to kill or destroy oneself, to commit suicide
His drinking, taking drugs and smoking did himself in.
to do oneself in
to tire, exhaust, wear out, poop, poop out
This run has really done me in.
to do oneself in
to destroy, to ruin, to defeat, to overcome
His own vices will, one day, do his family in.
to do or die
to have no choice but accomplish, perform, execute or carry
through what one has to do
He said that he had no choice in the matter. It was a case
of do or die.
to do over one's dead body
to be determined that someone does not do something
You will do this only over my dead body.
to do right by
to treat or conduct oneself towards a person in manner
which benefits that person
I have no complaint. He has always done right by me.
to do so immediately if not sooner
to not think twice or hesitate, to act posthaste or immediately
When I say move, you are to do so immediately if not sooner.
to do someone a favor
to help or aid someone, do one a good deed
I need you to do me a favor.
to do someone a good turn

to help or aid someone
He did me a good turn when he lent me the money to
pay off my debt.
to do someone a kindness
to do someone a favor or service, to give some assistance
or help
I will never understand that when I need him the most
that he did me a kindness.
to do someone damage
to hurt or injure someone, to cause someone pain
I did not know that a mother could do her children so
much damage.
to do someone (British English)
to cheat, to defraud, to bilk, to con
When she realized that her fiancé had done her, she cried.
to do someone down
(British English) to get the better of someone in
a sneaky, sly or devious manner
Last night he did his sister down so much that I
was embarrassed.
to do someone down
(British English) to criticize, to put down, to attack
He is always doing his neighbors down. I do believe
that he is jealous of them.
to do someone for (British English)
to prosecute, throw the book at, indict or prefer charges
They can do you for possession of illegal substance.
to do someone good
to benefit or help, to give someone a boost

It will do her good to be with her family. They can
help her get better.
to do someone in
to wear out, to exhaust, to fatigue
You have done me in. I can’t walk another step.
to do someone in
to destroy, to ruin, to defeat, to overcome
His vices will, one day, do his family in.
to do someone in
to kill or destroy someone
It was his friends who did him in. They were gangsters.
to do someone in
to cheat, to deceive, to defraud, to trick
It hurts me to know that it was their goal to do me in.
to do someone out of
to cheat, to defraud, to con, to swindle
He did my mother out of all her money.
to do someone over
to beat up, to pound, to pommel, to pummel
Because he did not pay his debt to the mob, the
gang did him over.
to do someone proud
to act in a way that allow someone to be proud, pleased,
delighted or satisfied
When he graduated from MIT, he did me proud.
to do someone to death (British English)
to kill, to murder, to take the life of
He was found guilty of doing his opponent to death.

to do someone’s doing
to perform what one orders, commands or demand
I may work for you but, in this, I will not do your bidding.
to do someone’s hair
to arrange or fix someone’s hair
I’ll have to call you back. I have to do my daughter’s hair.
to do something
to act, to pretend to be, to play the role as
He does the loving and caring father very convincingly. If I
didn’t know any better, I would swear that he loves his son.
to do something about
to be able to change, modify or alter
Don’t worry, I will do something about him calling you
all times of the night. Once again, I apologize.
to do something as often as a goose goes barefoot
all the time, one hundred percent of the time
She does these kind of things as often as a goose
goes barefoot.
to do something at the drop of the hat
to do quickly, right away, without hesitation
I know that if I call that he will do what is necessary
at the drop of the hat.
to do something by hand
to make or produce something with one’s hands rather
than by machine
If you do these by hand, I will be able to sell them
for more money.
to do something by rote
to perform or accomplish from memory, mechanically, or
without much thought

I have been cooking for so long, that I do it by rote.
to do something down
(British English) to criticize, to put down, to attack
Because of the civil war, he did his home country down.
to do something in
to damage, to impair, to ruin
It took him about a month to do his car in.
to do something in a flash
to act pronto, at once, without delay
You want everything done in a flash. It’s not possible.
to do something in a wink
to accomplish an action quickly, rapidly or promptly
That’s no problem. I can do that in a wink.
to do something into
to translate, transform, convert or change something from
form to another
When the director did the book into a movie, he did not
do a very good job.
to do something out in (British English)
to decorate, to spruce up, to deck out,
to trig up or out (British English)
He always does the house out in red and blue
for Christmas.
to do something fair and square
to be fair, impartial, even-handed or just
You got your fair share. He did everything fair
and square.
to do something for
to help, to aid, to assist

It’s not much but perhaps this money might do
something for him.
to do something for
to make or help one to look better, to improve one’s appearance
The new hairstyle does do something for him.
to do something halfway
to not complete, fulfill or completely accomplish,
to finish
You can’t do this halfway. You’ve got to finish what
you’ve started.
to do something in a jiffy
to act or perform right away, summarily or abruptly
I know that I don’t have a lot of time. I can do this in
a jiffy.
to do something in person
to do personally rather than send someone else
You can’t send your lawyer, you have to do this in person.
It’s the law.
to do something in public
to not hide or cover up one’s action, to do something
so that everyone sees
There is no doubt that he killed him. He did the murder
in public.
to do something in secret
to hide, conceal or cover up one’s action
Why did the government feel it necessary to do everything
in secret.
to do something in vain
to do something which leads to no result or failure,
to be to no purpose, for nothing or to no avail

I worked so hard but, in the end, I did it all in vain.
to do something in the wink of the eye
to do quickly, fast, instantly or at once
I didn’t see him. He did everything in the wink of the eye.
to do something lickety-split
to act immediately, instantly, right away or promptly
You have to do your homework lickety-split. Your
parents will be here in less than a hour to pick you up.
to do something on the fly
to do quickly or in a rush while doing something else
He was able to visit his family while in New Jersey; however,
he had to do it on the fly.
to do something on the run
to act in a hurry or while in a rush
I don’t know how the program turned out; I had to do it
on the run.
to do something on the spur of the moment
to act or perform without thinking twice or without any
hesitation
It is not good to do this type of work on the spur of the
moment. It requires a lot of planning.
to do something on the sly
to act underhandedly or secretly, to not be above board
I don’t trust him. He is always doing everything on the sly.
to do something over
to redo, to repeat, to do again or anew
Because of my dog, I will have to do my homework again.
to do something over
to remodel, to redecorate, to redo the appearance of, to rebuild
I now have the money to do my attic again. This time I am

going to do it right.
to do something over (British English)
to ransack, to plunder or to strip while searching for something
The thieves did the house over looking for drugs.
to do something pronto
to do right away, instantly, forthwith or immediately
Because of the back up, you must do this job pronto. I
want no delays.
to do something straightaway
to act promptly, quickly, speedily or instantly
There isn’t much time. You’re going to have
to do this straightaway.
to do something to (part of the body)
to hurt, to injure, to bruise
I don’t know everything but I know that he did something
to his leg. They took him to the hospital.
to do something to death
to talk about or do something to the point
that no one wants to hear or see it
to do something to excess
to overdo, to overindulge, to not know when to stop
Why do you feel it necessary to do everything to excess.
There is nothing wrong with moderation.
to do something to get something
to work hard and do whatever necessary so that one can
achieve one’s goal
I am doing everything under the sun to get a job.
to do something under the table
to do in secret, conceal or hide one’s actions

Why do you feel it necessary to do everything under the table?
to do something up (British English)
to beautify, to embellish, to decorate, to spruce up
He really did his house up. It is so beautiful.
to do something umpteen times
to do many, a lot, countless, multifold or
abundant times
We’ve done this umpteen times. I’m tired.
to do something with
to be able to use in someway
I really am not a seamstress but you are. Maybe
you can do something with this bolt of cloth. I can’t.
to do something with
to control, to discipline, to make listen and behave
Maybe you can do something with John. He refuses
to listen to me.
to do something with
to make look better, to remodel, to redecorate
I really need to do something with this office. Maybe
I could paint it or something.
to do something with a vengeance
to do zealously, vigorously, ardently or aggressively
When I work, I do my job with a vengeance. I want to earn money.
to do something with all one’s might
to act in an energetic, aggressive or vigorous manner
I swear to you that I will do my job with all my might.
to do the dishes
to wash or clean the dish

I don’t want to do the dishes. I’m too tired.
to do the flowers
to arrange, design or style flowers
I really like how you have done the flowers for the wedding.
Everything is so beautiful.
to do the honors
to act as the host or hostess at an event or ceremony
I was asked to do the honors at my daughter’s wedding.
to do the laundry
to wash or clean one’s dirty clothing
I can’t go with you. I have to do the laundry.
to do the right thing
to choose the right path, to make the right decision
I have faith in you; therefore, I know that you will
do the right thing.
to do the trick
to do exactly what needs to be done
I’ve been so thirsty. This water will definitely do the trick.
to do the wash
to wash or clean one’s dirty clothing
I’ll do the wash tomorrow.
to do time
to spend a period of time in an institution, especially in the penitentiary
Because of his behavior, he’s going to be doing time in jail.
(to do) until one's heart's desire
to do something as long as one wants to
There's more than enough. You can eat
until your heart's desire.

to do up
to fasten, zipper, button or snap clothing in a particular way
Can you do up my zipper? I’m in a hurry and I’m so nervous.
to do violence to
to hurt, to injure, to maltreat, to abuse, to ill-treat
I will not allow you to do violence to her again. You
must learn how to control yourself.
to do well by
to treat a person well, to behave well towards a person
He has done well by his children. He has made sure
that they have a good and loving home.
to do well for oneself
to prosper, to thrive, to make good, to succeed
I am happy to see that you have done well for yourself.
to do well (in a hotel or restaurant (British English)
to have very good food or meals, to serve very good food
They do very well in this restaurant. I eat here at least
once a week.
to do well (in an exam, test, quiz or final)
to pass or to pass with flying colors, to come up to scratch
I did pretty well in the final. I got an A.
to do well to (normally used in the conditional)
it would be advisable, useful or recommendable to
Mary would do well to keep her options open.
to do well out of
to make a profit from, to benefit monetarily from
He has done well out of his web business. He no longer
has to work for anyone else.

to do well to tell someone
(said when a person has to break or give bad news to someone)
I know that you feel but you did do well to tell him the truth.
In the future, he will thank you.

to do with
to be settle for, to do as well as possible
At least for now, I can do with this car. I mean.
What choice do I have?
to do with
to like to have, to accept, to enjoy, to delight in
I could do with a little tea. Thank you.
to do with
to be connected or related to
If it has to do with language, he will love it.
to do with one hand tie behind one’s back
to do have no problem or difficulty, do with ease
Why are you worried? You can do this with one
hand tied behind my back.
to do with one’s eyes closed
to do easily, effortlessly or with ease
This won’t be difficult; I can do it with my
eyes closed.
to do without
to survive without what may be considered essential
or very important (i.e. money, electricity, heat, etc.)
I know that it will be very difficult but I think that we
can do without heat this winter.
to do wonders for
to enhance, to improve, to make someone look or feel
That style of clothing does wonder for you. You really

look nice.
to be done
to be finished, clenched, resolved or settled
How long will it take for this deal to be done.
to be done in
to be exhausted, pooped or worn out
I’m done in. Do you mind making the dinner?
to be doing
to be studying
I’m doing the five year program of architecture-engineering.
to be well done
to be done well, splendidly, excellently, with flying colors
Although I don’t like her, I must admit that the room was well done.
to be well done
to be cooked thoroughly, to not be rare
Because of e-coli, all meat is to be well done.
to get done
to be finished, over or concluded
I’ll call you when I get done.
to get done for something
to be arrested, to have the book thrown at, to be
put in jail, to be convicted for
She got done for black mailing.
to have been done (British English)
to have been cheated, swindled, taken for a ride or played
Admit it. You’ve been done by a kid half your age.
to have done complaining (British English)

to stop, to no longer do, to cease, to desist, to finish
I have done complaining. I’m going to dedicate
my time in working and getting ahead.
to have everything to do with
to be completely linked, connected or associated with
The apartheid system in South Africa has everything to
do with Africans not being equal, economically speaking.
to have nothing to do with
to not be related to, to not be associated with
The fact that I am fat has nothing to do with the fact that
I have diabetes
to have someone in to do the house
to employ a person to fix, paint, clean, redecorate or work on one’s house
Next week, I’m going to have someone in to do the house.
to have something to do with
to be related to or associated with
His illiteracy does have something to do with
his present situation.
to make do
to get along with what one has, to have just enough
We’ll not rich but we will make do. We always have.
to never do a thing like that
to never conduct oneself, act or behave in such a manner
I thought that you knew me. I would never do a thing like that.
to not be able to do something about
to be able to change, modify or alter
to not do (store)
to not sell or deal in, to not have merchandise
This store doesn’t do clothing for less than two-hundred dollars.

I can’t do anything about the way he feels. I can’t control
his mind.
to not be able to do with (British English)
to not be able to tolerate, stand, allow, brook
I can’t do with his presence here any longer. I
want him out.
to not be able to do with (British English)
to not be bothered or trouble with, to not be
inconvenienced by
I can’t do with this situation. I have better things
to do with my time.
to like (one’s type of meat) well-done
to want or prefer (one’s type of meat) cooked fully or not rare
I normally like my steak well-done. I don’t want
to see any blood at all.
to like (type of meat) well-done
to want or prefer (the type of meat) cooked fully or not rare
I normally like hamburgers well-done. My son likes them so
rare that they are almost raw.
to not be doing someone any good
to not be serving any purpose, to not be useful or helpful
This medicine is not doing him any good. I don’t think that
you should renew the prescription.
to not be done
to not be considered acceptable behavior, to not be customary or
approved
Talking too loudly is not done in the library. You
must lower voice or leave.
to not be done
to continue being concerned or involved
We aren’t done. We haven’t resolved anything.

to not be done with
to continue being concerned or involved with,
I’m not done with talking to the employees. As soon
as I am, I will call you.
to not do to
to not be correct or acceptable
It does not do to become too excited. It doesn’t do any good.
to not do a thing for
to not make someone look good or nice, to not go with,
to make someone look worse rather than better
Blue does not do anything for you. You should never
wear anything blue, especially that shade of the color.
to not do anything for
to not attract, call one’s attention, interest or appeal to
I know I should not say this in Italy but opera does not do
anything for me.
to not do so badly
to do well, to do good enough, to pass
I thought that I had failed but it turned out
that I did not do so badly. I’m relieved.
to not have done yet (British English)
to still not have finished or ended
I have not done yet so please allow me to continue.
to not know what one is doing with
to not understand why is in possession of something
I wish I knew but I don’t know what I am doing with
his coat in my house. He must have left it here.
to not know what one is doing with someone
to not understand why a person is with someone who gives

one no advantage or benefit, to not understand why is with a bad person
I do not understand what you are doing with John. He is
a thief and a liar.
to not know what to do with oneself
to bored, to have time to kill, to have too much
time on one’s hand
Now that I’m not working, I don’t know what to
do with myself.
to not want anything to do with
to not want a relationship with or to be connected with
After what you did, I don’t want anything to do with you.
to tell someone what to do
to strongly direct, command, order or dictate
I don’t allow anyone to tell me what to do.
After all that I’ve done for
said when one feels betrayed by someone to whom one
has given a lot
After all that I’ve done for you, you have no right to
doubt my motives.
Are you doing anything (tonight, tomorrow, later)?
a question as a prelude to asking someone out on a date
Are you doing anything later? Maybe we could go to a movie.
Could you do something for me?
I need a favor from you. Could you do me a favor?
Could you do something for me? I need for you to go to the store.
Do as I say but not as I do
Follow my words but not my behavior, Obey my words but ignore
my acts
My father led a life he did not want me to imitate. He would always say
that I should, do as I say but not as I do.

Didn’t he/she look … !
He looks absolutely, without any question, wonderful!
Did you see Maria last year. Didn’t she look like a
million dollars!
Do as you would be done by (Proverb)
Treat others as you would want to be treated, Do unto
others as you want others to do unto you

Do I need to paint you a picture?
do I need to break it down or to use simpler language (even though
it is very easy to understand or that it is clear)
He went with her to the hotel. Do I need to paint you a picture?
Don’t do anything that I wouldn’t do.
a humorous way to say, ‘Behave yourself or Enjoy yourself’
Okay. I’ll see you. Don’t do anything that I wouldn’t do.
How do you do?
Hello. Nice to meet you.
How do you do? My name is John.
How are you doing?
How are you feeling? How are you?
How are you doing, today? You don’t look so well.
How are you doing for cash?
Do you have enough money? Do you need more money?
Are you running short?
How are you doing for cash? Do you have enough to go
out for dinner?
How are you doing for time?
Do you have enough time? You’re not running late, are you?

You have enough time, don’t you?
How are you doing for time? Are you in a hurry?
How’s the bread doing?
Is the bread baking alright? Is the bread almost ready?
How’s the bread doing? I smell something burning?
How’s the meat doing?
Is the meat cooking okay? Does the meat need anything?
How’s the meat doing? Does it need more water?
How would you like (type of meat) done?
Do you want (the type of meat) cooked fully, well-cooked or rare?
How would you like your steak done? --- Rare, thank you.
I’m done.
I’m fed up. I no longer tolerate the situation. I’m gone
I’m done. Do whatever you want.
Just do it!
(Nike’s motto) Stop talking about it and do what is necessary
Let me do (all) the talking
You keep quiet and allow me to talk or to explain
She doesn’t like you at all so let me do (all) the talking.
Mother and baby are doing well
said, after woman has given birth, to indicate that both
mother and father are healthy, doing satisfactorily, progressing well
Everything went according to plan. Mother and baby are doing fine.
Nothing doing!
No!
Lend you some money? Nothing doing!
That color does a lot for him.
That color makes him look better, improves his looks or

goes with his complexion.
That color does a lot for him. He should wear that color
of green more.
That does it!
said when one will no longer tolerate a situation or when
one is fed up
That does it! Get out now.
That will do!
said normally to a child or a student when they have spoken
too much or out of turn
That will do. You have said enough.
That will have to do
to have no other choice or option but to accept
That will have to do because there are no other options
available.
That will never do
to never be acceptable or tolerable, to be intolerable or
untenable
That will never do! No one in the company will accept
such a deal.
The deal’s done.
We have arrived at an agreement or settlement, We
have settled or clinched a deal, We’re in agreement
The drivers are going back to work. The deal’s done.
the patient is doing well (said by medical staff)
to be getting better, to be on the mend, to no longer
be critical, to be stable (medically)
The patient is doing well. He’s no longer in danger.
There’s nothing I can do.
I am powerless, to be unable to do anything, to be impotent

There’s nothing doing (here, in this town, city or place)
There’s nothing happening, I am bored
There’s nothing doing here ever. This is the most
boring place in the world!
There’s nothing to be done
to continue seeking or looking for options and solutions is fruitless,
to have reached a dead end, the situation is no longer in one’s hands
There’s nothing to be done but to wait.
There’s nothing to done about it
to not be able to change, alter or modify a situation, to have
one’s hands tied, to be powerless to change the situation
I don’t like it either but there’s nothing to be done about it.
This will do
This is enough or is sufficient, to not need any more
Thank you, this will do. It is much more than I need.
This will have to do
to have no other choice but to accept what is being offered
or given
I know that you were hoping for more money but
this will have to do. I don’t have anymore money.
This really won’t do.
to be absolutely and completely unacceptable or intolerable
This really won’t do. You are going to have to change this, now!
You’ve been done!
to have been swindled, taken for ride, taken or defraud
You’ve been done! Now it’s your time to suffer.
Well done!
Very good!
Well done! Let me congratulate you on doing a good job.

What did I do to deserve this?
Why are you treating me like this? I do not understand
why you are doing this?
I thought that we were the best of friend. What did
I did to deserve this?
What are you doing (tonight, tomorrow, later, this evening)?
a question as a prelude to asking someone out on a date
What are you doing tonight? I have a couple of tickets to a concert.
What good is it going to do to …
What purpose or use is it going to serve to, What do you expect from …
What good is it going to do to execute him now? He
can’t harm you or anyone.
What have you been doing with yourself?
said when one has not seen or talked to someone
for a long time, Where have you been?
What have you been doing with yourself? I haven’t
seen you for months.
What is done is done
It’s water under the bridge. There’s no going back. It over;
therefore, it’s time to move on
Why are you still talking about this. What is done is done.
What is somebody doing?
a question to ask why a person is not where he/she
is supposed to be
What are you doing at the park? You know that you should
be home studying for your exams.
What are you doing with?
a question to ask why someone was in possession of something
John, I don’t understand. What are you doing with all that money?
What can I do for you?

How can I help you? May I help you?
Welcome. What can I do for you?
What did one do with
a question to ask a person, or oneself, where something is
Now, what did I do with those keys?
what did you do for food?
what kind or type of food did you consume?
When you were living in the desert this summer,
what did you do for food?
what did you do for money?
how were you able to buy what you needed?
When you were homeless, what did you do for money?
What do you do?
What is your occupation?
What do you do? I am an architect.
What does something do?
what is the function or job of something
What does this pill do? Can it really help me?
What has one done with?
used to ask a person, or oneself, where something is
John, what have you done with the dictionary? I
need to look up a word.
What’s doing?
Hello. How are you doing? What’s up
What’s doing? I haven’t seen you in a long time.
What is something doing ?
used to ask why is a particular item or thing is not where it
is supposed to be (to be out of place)
What are your socks doing on the sofa? They don’t belong here.

When all’s said and done
in the end, at the end of day
When all’s said and done, he was found guilty.
Who does your hair?
What hair stylist styles your hair? Who styles your hair?
Who does your hair? He, or she, does a fantastic job.
will do fine
will be all right, okay or acceptable
There’s no hurry; tomorrow will do fine.
will do for (British English)
to have to be enough, adequate or passable, to have to be enough
Ten dollars an hour will do for them. If not, they can look
for another job.
will have to do
will have to be sufficient, enough or satisfactory
I know that you want more money but this amount will have to do. I
have no more money to give you.
will not do
to not be acceptable, suitable, appropriate or fitting
This will not do. You are going to have to change your plans.

Will this/ that do?
to be suffice, enough, adequate
Will this do? I know this is not what you were talking about
but maybe this can help.
do (British English)
party, fiesta, occasion
to doctor

1.

to misconstrue, misrepresent, falsify, slant,
twist, color, bend, distort
The only explanation is that he doctored the
evidence.

2.

to dilute, water down, weaken, adulterate, thin out
He did not give it to her the full-strength but
he doctored the medicine.

to doctor up
to make stronger, strengthen, fortify, intensify, give a
boost to, intensify
He doctored up the medicine so that it would work.
to dog
to hunt down, to pursue, search out
He dogged the prisoner until he found him.
to dole out
to distribute, give out, parcel out
He doled out the food to the population.
to donate at the blood bank
to donate one's blood
I donate at the blood bank every six months.
to dote on
to coddle, baby, pamper, overindulge, spoil, spoil
rotten
You dote on her much too much.
to double-cross
to stab one in the back, betray, turn on, deceive
I can’t forgive that he double-crossed me.
to double over in laughter
to make laugh hysterically, have doubled up
in laughter, be made to laugh to the point of tears

His jokes had everyone doubled over
in laughter.
to double up in laughter
to make laugh hysterically, have doubled over
in laughter, be made to laugh to the point of tears
His jokes had everyone doubled up
in laughter.
to down a few drinks
to swallow, drink or gulp a few glasses of alcohol
After what she told me, I had to down a few drinks.
to down one’s food
to eat one’s food or meal quickly, not chew but
swallow one’s food
I’m going to down my food and I’ll be ready in
less than thirty minutes.
to down play
to play down, mitigate, qualify, make light of
He is now trying to down play his role in the organization.
to drag on
to continue, keep going or carry on reluctantly
I had dragged on with the situation for years before
I finally quit.
to drag one’s feet
to slow down, stall, lag along, delay or hold off
Why are you dragging your feet? Don’t you want
to go?
to drag one name through the mud
to demonize, defame, denigrate, malign
I am going to sue him for dragging my name
through the mud.
to drag through the mud

to denigrate, belittle, disgrace, lower
So that no one would respect, he dragged me
through the mud.
to draw a blank
to have no answer or response to a question or
situation, not have a clue
When the professor asked her question, she drew
a blank.
to draw a line in the sand
to put on the brakes, limit, stop, not allow to go any
farther
I warned you that I had drawn a line in the sand.
to draw a red herring across the trail
to mislead, misguide, throw off the scent, delude,
deceive, throw dust in the eyes of
So that they would not know where to go, he drew
a red herring across the trail.
to draw the line
to rope off, mark off, demarcate, delimit, restrict, bound,
circumscribe
This is where I draw the line.
to dream up
to imagine, think up, conjure
The reason that she is such a good writer is
that she can dream up the most extraordinary stories.
to dress up
to make look much better than really is, exaggerate,
overstate or overemphasize the good
Although he dressed up the facts, it’s obvious that
it was bad.
to drink like a fish
to drink alcohol to excess, be a heavy drinker

On Friday nights, he drinks like a fish.
to drink one under the table
to be able to drink more than someone else without getting drunk
She is a hard drinker; she can drink anyone under the table.
to drink oneself blind
to drink to an extreme excess
Every weekend, he is always drinking himself blind.
to drink under the table
to drink much more than another
I was taught by my father how to drink anyone
under the table.
to drive a hard bargain
to negotiate hard to get the best deal
Although he drives a hard bargain, I enjoy
negotiating with him.
to drive a wedge between
to divide or separate, cause estrangement
His friends succeeded in driving a wedge between us.
to drive away
to alienate, marginalize, make leave, push away
He’s not going to be chairman for very long; he has
driven away too many people.
to drive crazy
1.
to greatly annoy, bother or irritate
His behavior drove me crazy. We had to divorce.
2.

to excite one sexually
She loved him so much that just looking at her drove
her crazy.

to drive insane
to greatly harass, irritate, vex or provoke

Our personality is so different that she drives me insane.
to drive into one’s head
to repeat, rephrase, reword or restate over and again
in order that one’s point is understood, hammer or bang
into one’s head
If necessary we will stay here all night but I will talk until
I drive into your head what you need to know for the exam.
to drive nuts
to greatly exasperate, irritate, bug or bother
You’re driving me nuts. I need to get out of here.
to drive out
to expel, boot, eject, show the door, oust, force out,
force to leave, kick out
He drove everyone out of his office.
to drive out of one’s mind
to drive insane or nuts, anger, bother or provoke
Let me out of here; you’re driving me out of my mind.
to drive up the wall
to drive crazy, make insane or crazy, anger or annoy to the
point of exasperation
Today, my children drove me up the wall.
to drive wild
1.
to greatly annoy, bother or irritate
His behavior drove me crazy. We had to
divorce.
2.

to excite one sexually
She loved him so much that just looking at
her drove her crazy.

to drop
1.
to desert, abandon, leave, forsake
As soon as he realized that I did not
have any money, he dropped me

2.

to lay aside, dismiss, waive withdraw
I’m hoping that she will drop the subject.

3.

to stop, halt, finish, quit
It is not easy to drop a habit. It can
take years.

4.

to discount, lower or reduce
The month after Christmas, I always drop
the price on all merchandise.

5.

to let fall
She dropped the vase; therefore, it broke
into pieces.

to drop a dime on someone
to inform or finger someone
He was advised to leave because everyone knows
that he dropped the dime.
to drop dead
to died suddenly and unexpectedly
While he was walking down the street, he
dropped dead.
to drop everything
to immediately stop or cease what one is doing
I need for you to drop everything and to go
to your grandfather’s house.
to drop like a hot pancake
to quickly and speedily desert, abandon,
leave or forsake
The moment he saw that I was not going
to give him any money, he dropped me
like a hot pancake.
to drop like flies
1.
to die in mass numbers
In the Black Death, people dropped like flies.

2.

to become sick in mass
This flu is bad; people are dropping like flies.

to drop one’s draws (slang/vulgar)
to take off one's clothing, remove one’s clothing, remove
or take off one’s underwear
I did not appreciate when the doctor told me
to drop my draws. He had no right to talk to
me like that.
to drop one’s eyes
to not look at someone in the eyes as a result
of shyness, shame or embarrassment
As soon as she saw him come into the room,
she dropped her eyes and bit her bottom lip.
to drop out
1.
to leave, cease attending or no longer go to school
I think that I’m going to drop out.
2.

to no longer involve oneself or participate in society
During the 60s, it was considered fashionable
to drop out.

to drop out of the clouds
to surprise, ambush, come out of nowhere
I don’t know what happened; it like he
dropped out of the clouds.
to drop the charges
to withdraw, dismiss, lay aside or waive
the charges
The district attorney dropped all the
charges.
to drop the matter
to push or brush aside a subject, stop
talking about something
I don’t want to continue. I want to
drop the matter.

to drop the subject
to stop talking about or discussing, dismiss
I really wish that you would drop the subject.
I no longer want to talk about this.
to drop to one’s knees
to fall to one’s knees, kneel, get down on
one’s knees
When he heard his voice, he fell to his knees.
to drown in red ink
to lose a substantial amount of money, be almost
bankrupt, go under
Unless we do something, we will be drowning in
red ink.
to drum out
to expel, throw out, bounce, dump, force or drive out
He drummed the new recruit out of the army.
to duck a question
to avoid or evade answering a question
The president is an expert at ducking questions.
to duck out
to leave or depart secretly, sneak out
The minute he saw his mother come in;
he ducked out.
to dump
to oust, eject, expel, throw out, drum out
I know that want to dump me and get
another president.
to dupe
to snooker, deceive, misguide, trick
I must admit that he did dupe me. I really
did believe him.

to dwell on
to linger on, persist, be obsessed or engrossed in
You have dwelled on the past enough; it’s time
to move forward.
to earn brownie points
to flatter, fawn upon, cringe in front of, try
to please
He has risen in the company because he
has earned brownie points from all his bosses.
to earn chicken feed (normally refer to money)
to earn an insignificant, small or not large amount
What you are now earning only chicken feed.
to eat away at
1.
to reduce, diminish, use up
All these tax cuts are eating away at the
infrastructure of the country.
2.

to worry, trouble, fret or brood over, prey on one’s
mind
His words are eating away at me.

to eat crow
to be mortified, insulted, dishonored or disparaged
Eat crow!
to eat dirt
to humble, meeken or belittle
As a result of losing the election, he was forced
to eat dirt.
to eat humble pie
to belittle, mortify, humiliated
She may him eat humble pie because he lost the bet.
to eat like a bird
to eat very little or sparingly

Because she is on a diet, she eats like a bird.
to eat one’s words
to be forced to retract or take back one’s words
Now that he has been proven wrong, he’s going to
have to eat his words.
to eat out
to go out to a restaurant to eat
We can eat out tonight if you like.
to eat someone’s lunch
to defeat, quash, wipe the floor with
Last night he ate his opponent’s lunch.
to eat up
1.
to consume completely
I am glad to say that the baby ate up everything.
2.

to believe totally and completely, to believe
hook, line and sinker
I can’t believe that she ate it up without even
questioning anything.

to edge out
to barely defeat a rival, win by a small amount
He was finally able to edge out his opponent.
to egg on
to incite, provoke, instigate
He kept egging on his opponent until he
responded with a punch in the mouth.
to eke out a living
to be barely able to survive or subsist, barely
earn enough money
Although I work eight hours a day, I am barely
able to eke out a living.

to elbow one’s way
to bulldoze or force one’s way, press forward, force
or shoulder one’s way
She had to elbow her way from one end of the crowd
to the other.
to end in smoke
to fail, flop, strike out
It all ended in smoke!
to exact one’s satisfaction
to get revenge, avenge, inflict punishment for
It took a long time but I have finally exact my
satisfaction.
to excuse one’s French
to ignore or excuse one’s cursing
Excuse my French but that’s a bunch of shit.
to eye
to look at, observe closely, watch warily
He eyed the woman as she walked towards him.
to eye one greedily
to look at with envy, desire, longing, want
He eyed his wife greedily as she walked into the room.
to eyeball (slang)
to look at, observe closely, watch warily
He eyeballed the room before allowing his client to enter.
to face
1.
to contemplate, look at, glaze at, observe, view, eye
It is not easy to face the sun when it is shining brightly.
2.

to stand opposite to
She faced the man and watched his every move.

3.

to encounter, meet, confront, dare
It was not easy for him to face the child that he
had abandoned.

4.

to coat, cover, superimpose
The old house’s exterior was faced with bricks.

5.

to envelop, encase, veneer, wash

6.

to suffer, tolerate, keep one’s countenance,
weather, stand
It had not been easy to face reality but she
did it all the same.

7.

to have the front toward (bldg)
The Twin Towers faced the street.

to face away
to turn away, turn away from
While you change your clothes, I'll face away
from you.
to face down
to put downward or down
He faced the card down.
to face into
to turn directly toward
I want a full face picture. Please face into
the camera.
to face it
to not lie to oneself, face or confront one’s or the
reality, tell the truth
Let's face it. You don't like me and I don't like you.
to face it out
to insist that one is right, even to the point of extreme
We must face it out despite everything.

to face up to
to accept, acknowledge, admit, meet courageously,
deal with what is
You must face up to reality.
to face whatever comes
to deal with, confront, or affront a situation unflinchingly,
without running away, bravely or without shrinking
It will be hard but I have to train myself to face
whatever comes.
to face with
to present evidence of
He had nothing to say when he was faced with
the truth.
to fade out
to disappear away slowly
to faint dead away
to fall in a faint, fall senseless, fall in a heap
She fainted dead away when she saw him.
to fall asleep
to go to sleep, sleep
I fell asleep in the middle of the movie.
to fall between the cracks
to be overlooked, ignored, not seen or lost sight of
Many foster children fall between the cracks.
to fall in love
to be captivated or smitten by, enamored or stuck on
When she first saw him, she fell in love with him.
to fall off the wagon
to begin to drink again
What happened to you to fall off the wagon.

to fall on one’s ass
to fail, not succeed, flounder, meet with disaster
He had fallen on his ass when he first opened his
first business.
to fall flat on one’s face
to stumble, trip, not turn out well, turn out badly
I did not let the fact that I fell flat on my face stop me.
to fall on one’s knees
to kneel, kneel in front of, cower, cringe, kneel before
The people fell on their knees when the dictator
passed by.
to fall on one’s sword
to take the blame and not implicate others
It is believed that the good soldier always fall on
his sword.
to fall short
to stumble, trip, not turn out well, turn out
badly, not fly
The first time that she tried to open her own business,
she fell short.
to fall through
to fail, not succeed, collapse, turn out badly
All my plans for this Spring vacation fell through.
to farm out
to have companies outside one’s own to do
certain tasks which was formerly done by the
companies’ employees (done as a way to save money)
Many computer companies farm out many
of their jobs to India, China and Ireland
to favor
to look like, resemble, bear resemblance to, be

similar to, bear a likeness to, bring to mind
Every time I see him, I am amazed how much he
favors my father.
to feather one's nest
to get money, in any way, to secure one's future
He can not be trusted; he has what he has feathered
his nest through fraud.
to feed one's face
to eat, overeat, consume, lunch, breakfast, dine, take a meal
I'm so hungry; I need to feed my face.
to feed someone a line
to lie or deceive
Do you really believe his explanation? Can’t you
see that he was only feeding you a line?
to feed the flames
to make a bad situation, worse
Stop talking, all you’re doing is feeding the flames.
to feel antsy
to feel itchy, jumpy or edgy
I’m not at all comfortable; I feel antsy.
to feel in one's bones
to feel intuitively, have a feeling
All I can tell that he is innocent; I feel it in my bones.
to feel lightheaded
to feel faint or woozy
I have to leave; I feel lightheaded.
to feel like it
to want or desire to do
I did it because I felt like it.

to feel like a child in a candy
to feel that one is in a place where all one’s desire can
be fulfilled
Ever since I have gotten married I have felt like a child
in a candy store.
to feel like a rooster in a hen house
to feel that one is in a place where all one’s desire
can be fulfilled or to feel very important and wanted
When I went into the party and saw all the
men, I felt like a rooster in a hen house.
to feel one’s way through
to grope, grapple, fumble, pick or poke one’s way through
I had never been in that type of situation; therefore, I
had to feel my way through.
to feel out
to find out, discover, search out or uncover one’s
opinion or feeling
As the assistant director part of my job is to feel out the
actors.
to feel sudden dread
to be alarmed or scared, be in fear
When I saw him, I felt sudden dread.
to fend off
to avoid, hinder, stave off, hamper
You can only fend them off for so long. Eventually they
will break through the barriers.
to ferret out
to turn up, unearth, discover, find out, uncover, bring
to light or into the open
It will take time but I’m going to ferret out what
actually happened.

to ‘fess up
to confess or tell the truth
If you ‘fess up, everything will be fine.
to fetter
to hinder, repress, stop or check
Fettering her will do no good.
to fight like cats and dogs
to argue or fight viciously, constantly argue, be at
each other’s throat
You must stop fighting like cats and dogs.
to figure one as
to see, conclude, judge, suppose,
I always figured my uncle as lazy.
to figure out
to understand, decode, comprehend, get, decipher
It took a long time but I finally figured
everything out.
to file away
to put on the back burner, sleep on, delay,
defer, procrastinate
He will file this away as he does everything.
to fill in
to substitute for, temporary replace, sub, cover
I can fill in for you next week.
to fill one’s shoes
to do the job as the former job or office holder,
to do as well as one’s predecessor
I knew that he was going to be able to fill
his father’s shoes.

to find greener pastures
to die, expire, be dying or sinking, fading, go to meet one’s
maker, take one’s last breaths, give up the ghost, go to sleep
He is no longer with us; he went on to find greener pastures.
to find the smoking gun
to find the undeniable or irrefutable incriminating evidence
that one has been searching for
When I found the smoking gun I knew that I would win
the case.
to finger
1.
to feel or touch for the texture of the material
She fingered the blouse to make sure it was silk.
2.

to stroke, caress, pet, paw
He tried to finger his date. She slapped him.

3.

to steal, seize, rob, pinch
He fingered the woman’s purse.

4.

to play an instrument in a casual or tentative manner
Before I write a song, I like to finger the guitar.

5.

to fink, inform or blow the whistle on, tell tales out of school,
blab, name names, shoot off one’s mouth, spill the beans on,
point out
I am scared to finger my attacker.

6.

to identify or choose someone for a particular purpose
He was fingered for the presidential post.

to finish off
1.
to kill, do away with, make short work of, knock or polish
off, get rid of, put out of the way, destroy an opponent or
animal who was already wounded or dying
After they finished off the victim, they burned his body.
2.

to completely consume, eat up, eat totally, run out of,
consume, eat or use up, deplete
You don’t have to tell me that David finished off the

pie. His appetite is out of control.
to fink on
to tattle, snitch or tell on, betray, finger, blow the whistle, rat
on, tell tales out of school, name names, shoot off one’s mouth,
blab
As soon as they applied a little pressure, he
finked on everyone.
to fire
to lay one off, dismiss, sack, discharge
He fired all his employees yesterday.
to fish for a compliment
to search for or look for a compliment
She is always fishing for compliment to feel
good about herself.
to fit like glove
to fit or suit one well and comfortably
These pants might look tight but they fit like a glove.
to fit one snuggly
to fit or suit one well and comfortably
These pants might look tight but they fit me snuggly.
to fit the bill
to be what one wants, be suited to, be as if made for
He is everything that I have ever wanted. He to
fits the bill.
to fix one’s gaze on
to lock one’s sight on, have one’s eyes fixed,
riveted, fixated or arrested on
I felt so uncomfortable because he fixed his gaze on me.
to flaunt
to swagger, brag, walk around like a peacock, strut

She flaunts her riches in everyone’s face.
to flare up
to have a violent or angry outbreak
You need to watch your temper. You are always flaring up.
to flip one’s lid
to be indignant, not rational, incensed with anger
There is no need for you to flip your lid.
to flip one’s wig
to become enraged, be infuriated or fuming
She is always flipping her wig.
to flop
to fail, not succeed, flounder, meet with disaster
He flopped when he opened his first business.
to flounder
to stumble, fail, blunder, meet with disaster
He is floundering so badly that it is obvious that he
needs help.
to flush money down the toilet
to waste money, squander, misspend, throw
money down the toilet
If you buy this, you are only flushing money
down the toilet.
to fly by the seat of one’s pants
to use only one’s skills and experience to do, get or
make what one needs or want
When I started this business, I was flying by
the seat of my pants.
to fly in the face of
to dare, act in defiance of, confront, challenge,
affront, stand up to
He is always flying in the face of danger.

to fly into a passion
to bellow, thunder, bluster, get extremely angry
At the slightest provocation, she flies into a passion.
to fly off the handle
to become enrage or furious, explode, lose
one’s temper
You can not keep flying off the handle when
you get angry.
to fly the coop
to turn tail, high tail, beat a retreat
As soon as he found out that she was pregnant,
he flew the coop.
to fly off the handle
to get angry, roar, rant, carry on
Don’t fly off the handle.
***to fly under the radar
to floor
to astound, greatly impact, abash, daunt
All I can say is that he floored me.
to fold
to close, go out of business, close down
I thought you knew that my business
folded last year.
to follow a hunch
to use one's sixth sense, insight or intuition, have a feeling
in one’s bones
Frankly, I don't know what I am doing. I’m following a hunch.
to follow the crowd
to be a person who conforms, complies or

adheres to the rules
He is not at all creative or innovative. He follows the crowd.
to follow the fashion
to do what everyone else does, follow or adhere
to the rules
Don’t expect him to help you; he follows the fashion.
to follow the rules
to do as others do, go along with the way things are already,
play the game
Either you follow the rules or get out!
to fool
to dupe, delude, betray, deceive, trick
You can’t fool me; I know who you are.
to foot the bill
to pay the bill
I paid last time; it’s time that you foot the bill.
to foot the tab
to pay the bill
He foot the tab last night.
to foot drag
to slow down, stall, lag along, drag one’s feet
or hold off
Stop foot dragging. You are going to go with us
whether you want to or not.
to force down one’s throat
to compel obligate or force acceptance
Even if I have to force it down her throat, she’s
going to accept him as the new president.
to force one out of the closet
to out, publicize that one is gay, reveal one’s sexual

orientation
To force one out of the closet is wrong.
to forget which end is up
to lose perspective or balance
Because of her horrible experience, she has forgotten
which end is up.
to fork over
to turn, give or hand over, surrender, cough up
You need to fork over the money that you owe me. It’s
only right.
to forge ahead
to make progress, move on, move forward or proceed despite
all obstacles
I have been able to forge ahead, even though half the
population is in opposition.
to foul up
to mess up, bungle, spoil, botch up
I think that I really fouled up this time.
to freak
to lose control, lose it, carry on like mad man
He freaked when he knew the truth.
to freak out
to lose control, lose it, carry on like mad man
He freaked out when he knew the truth.
to freeze out
to exclude, not include, keep out
Because he did not agree with the president,
the cabinet froze him out of all meetings.
to fritter away
to waste, squander, misspend

All you are doing is frittering away all
your money.
to frown upon
to take exception to, repudiate, show disapproval, opposition or
resistance, snub,
He is always frowning upon who I am and what I do.
to fuck over
to slight, snub, insult, injure, show one
great disrespect
He is always fucking over everybody.
to fuck up
to mess up, fail, not succeed, miss the mark,
flounder, meet with disaster
I’m now divorced because I fucked up.
to fudge
to dodge, hem and haw, waffle, vacillate, beat
around the bush, evade
You can not keep fudging your answers.
to fuel the fire
to nourish, gas up or make worse a situation
All you’re doing is fueling the fire.
to fumble one’s way through
to grope, grapple, feel, pick or poke one’s
way through
This had been all new so I fumbled my
way through.
to function with a clear mind
to function with a cool or level head, see
clearly
In this kind of job you must always function
with a clear mind.

to gain ground
to make progress, move on, move forward or proceed
Ever since last year, my business has been gaining ground.
to gather at the water cooler
to take a break, a rest or a pause, stop working for a
couple of minutes to socialize
We’re gathering at the water cooler. Come on you
need a break.
to gawk
to stare, glare, leer
It is very rude to gawk.
to get one
to understand, comprehend, discern
I love him so much because he gets me.
to get to
1.

to badger, get one’s goat, put one’s nose out of joint, badger
He gets me each and every time.

2.

to affect, move, touch, stir
Although I tried not to cry, what happened really got to me.

to get a dose of one’s own medicine
to be made to suffer or experience what one has
made others suffer or experience
It’s about time that he gets a dose of his own
medicine.
to get a freebie (slang)
to get something for free, for no charge or
without cost
I like going to the convention; you can get a lot

of freebies.
to get a grip on
to control, dominate, get a hold of or govern
one’s feelings
It’s important that before you go out there to face the press, you
must get a grip. Otherwise you will make a fool of yourself.
to get a kick back
to get money illegally, illegally get one’s part or share
Every pay day he gets a kick back from his employees.
to get a kick out of
to be thrilled or excited by
He really gets a kick out of being a teacher.
to get a leg up
to get a head start, be given an unfair advantageous or boost
No wonder he was able to move up; he got a leg up from
his father.
to get a mcjob
to get a low-paying job, get a job which pay less than
a living wage
I don’t want to graduate only to get a mcjob.
to get a black eye
to get hit or to hit oneself in the eye which result in the
discoloration of the area around the eye
After the accident, he got an ugly black eye.
to get a face lift
to undergo a surgical procedure for renovation or
rejuvenation
Because it is no longer very expensive, it is no longer
unusual to get a face lift.
to get a fair shake
to be treated fairly, without bias, even handedly or

justly
Although I did not pass, I did get a fair shake.
to get a fix
to get the drug that one needs because of one’s addiction
He just left to get a fix.
to get a handle on
to comprehend, apprehend, get a hold on, figure out, discern,
digest, perceive, cognize, assimilate
He is not able to get a handle on anything that she says.
to get a move on
to get going, set about, launch, get on the stick,
get the show on the road, get to it
I’ve been waiting for years; it’s time to get a move on.
to get a pink slip
to get fired, be laid-off, be let go
When I got a pink slip, I must say that I wasn’t surprised.
to get a quick beer
to get a beer and drink it quickly because one is
in a hurry
Before leaving, you can get a quick beer. You have time.
to get a quick drink
to get an alcoholic and drink it quickly because one is
in a hurry
Before leaving, you can get a quick drink. You have time.
to get a quickie (slang/vulgar)
to have quick or rapid sex (usually refers
to oral sex)
I don’t have a lot of time. Can I get a quickie?
to get a read on
to understand, discern, digest, comprehend, apprehend,

get a hold on, figure out, perceive
He is not an easy person to get a read on.
to get a rise out of
to get angry or enrage, provoke, incite
He says what he says because he likes
getting a rise out of you.
to get a shiner
to get hit or to hit oneself in the eye which result in the
discoloration of the area around the eye, get a black eye
Where did you get such a shiner?
to get a taste of one’s own medicine
to be in the reverse situation, feel what
it is like to be on the receiving end,
be on the other side
How does it feel to get a taste of your own medicine?
to get across
to make or help to understand, explain, make clear
I was not able to get across to him to not run.
to get all choked up
to be moved to the point of tears
The minute that she realized that he was
asking her to marry her, she got all
choked up.
to get all hyped up (slang)
to be upset, impassioned or agitated
There is no need to get all hyped up; we can
work this out.
to get all worked up
to get overexcited, be impassioned or agitated
There is no need to get all worked up; we can talk.

to get along
1.
to scrape along, make do, get by, scrape along, only
be making it
I’m not doing fantastically well but I am getting along.
2.

to not fight or bicker, be in agreement, not have conflict
Why can’t you get along?

to get around to it
to start, get off one’s duff, get the show on the road,
do what has to be done, get down to it
I’m sorry that I have not been able to get around to it.
to get away
to escape, elude or evade capture
I know what they say he is guilty of. I don’t
believe it; therefore, I am glad that he got away.
to get away with murder
to be able to do anything without paying
the consequences, not be held responsible
for one’s action
I don’t understand it; she’s able to get away
with murder.
to get back on the wagon
to stop drinking after having started again, become sober
again
I am so happy that you are on the wagon.
to get brushed aside
to be ignored, rebuffed or dismissed
All complaints were brushed aside and dismissed.
to get burnt
to be hurt, injured, cause one a great deal of sorrow,
wound
I got burnt once trust him; I will not trust him again.
to get by

to get through, only be making it, scrape along, make do,
get along
I am now only getting by.
to get caught in the rain
to be outside when one is surprised by rain (without
any protection)
The reason that I am so wet is that I got caught in
the rain.
to get caught up in
to get mixed up, involved in, dragged in, ensnared
I still don’t understand how I got caught up
in all this mess; I was not even present when
everything happened.
to get clued in
to confront what is, figure out, finally face the truth, realize
the truth
It took a long time to understand but I finally got clued
in to how he really feel about me.
to get done by hook or by crook
to do in any manner possible, in one way or another
or no matter what
This will get done by hook or by crook.
to get down to business
to get down to it, get around to it, start, get off one’s duff,
get the show on the road, do what has to be done
I’m tired of sitting around doing nothing; let’s get down
to business.
to get down to it
to get around to it, start, get off one’s duff, get the show on the
road, do what has to be done, get down to business
It is time that we get down to it. I’m tired of waiting around.

to get down to the brass tacks
to get to the point or core, stop stalling or hesitating
Let’s get down to the brass tacks and do
what is necessary.
to get drawn into
to be forced to become involved or entangled in
I don’t want to get drawn into your problems.
to get enmeshed
to become entangled, involved or caught up in
Why do you get me enmeshed in all this stuff?!
to get even
to get back, exact revenge, make one pay
Although I can’t now but one day I will
get even.
to get free of
to liberate oneself, extricate oneself, throw off, get
out of, pull the plug
The only thing that you can do is to work hard to get
free of him.
to get from under
1.
to recuperate or recover from financial problems
It was one of the most difficult thing but I was able to
get from under all that debt.
2.

to free, unfetter, disconnect, emancipate or extricate
oneself, disenthrall, unyoke, unshackle
When are you going to get out from under your family?

to get going
to get a move on, set about, launch, get on the stick,
get the show on the road
It’s time that you get going instead of staying here complaining.
to get goose bumps

to have the erection or the raising of the hair on one’s
body due to fear, excitement or cold, shivers, chills or
cold shivers
When I heard his words, I got goose bumps.
to get hitched
1.
to get married, be married
We got hitched and afterwards had a gigantic party.
2.

(informal) to jump the broom, to tie the knot

to get in a tizzy
get all worked up, get all excited, go crazy
There really no reason to get in a tizzy.
to get in line
to wait one’s turn, wait
Get in line and wait!
to get in on the ground level
to join or participate from the very beginning
This is the time to invest your money; the best
time to get in is to get in on the ground level.
to get in one’s face
to affront, face in defiance, confront, stand up to, dare,
challenge, attack, threaten, defy, provoke
If you get in my face, I will knock you out.
to get in one’s hair
to irritate, annoy or bother
I wish he would go home; he always get in
my hair.
to get (it) for a steal
to get something for a bargain, a very cheap price or
very inexpensively
This house is beautiful and I heard that she got it
for a steal.

to get it straight from the horse’s mouth
to receive the information directly from the source
I know it’s not true. I got it straight from the
horse’s mouth.
to get it wrong
to be mistaken, in error, off the mark, wrong or
out in left field
Once again, because you did not listen, you got
it wrong.
to get let out
to be released from confinement (i.e. jail or
hospital)
The moment that I get let out I’m going home.
to get mixed up in
to get involved, entangled or enmeshed in
No. The answer is no. I will not get mixed up in
your problems.
to get off on the wrong foot
to start or begin a relationship badly, make a very
bad first impression
Frankly, I don’t know how we ever became friends
because we got off on the wrong foot.
to get off one’s duff
to get moving, do something, get the show on the road,
put one’s shoulder to the wheel
It’s time that you get off your duff and work.
to get off the dime
to take an initiative, get off one’s ass
and move
It’s time to get off the dime.
to get on one’s last nerve

to irritate, irk, peeve, annoy, pester, make
one lose one’s patience
She gets on my last nerve.
to get on one’s nerves
to irritate, irk, peeve, annoy, pester, make
one lose one’s patience
She gets on my nerves.
to get on the stick
to get going, set about, launch, get the show on
the road, get to it, get a move on, move
Come on and get on the stick!
to get one back
to retaliate, take revenge, inflict punishment,
avenge
I most definitely will get him back.
to get one’s blood up
to get hot under the collar, let one’s anger rise, get one’s dander
up, bristle, bristle up
His speech got my blood up.
to get one’s dander up
to do a slow burn, get very angry, let one’s anger rise, get one’s
back up, get one’s blood up
When she called my home, I got my dander up.
to get one's finger burned
to suffer the consequences for meddling
or interfering in other's business or life
I’m glad that she got her fingers burned. That
should teach her to mind her own business.
to get one right here
(said as a person point to his/her heart)
to impact, impress, affect one greatly

What he said got me right here.
to get on one’s bad side
to do something so that one is disliked or hated
After you insulted his daughter, you can understand
why you’re on his bad side.
to get one’s clock clean
to be totally and completely defeated or devastated, lose badly
He was expected to get his clock cleaned during the debate.
He didn’t.
to get one’s drift
to understand, get, comprehend
Do you get my drift? Frankly, no. I don’t understand what
you mean?
to get one’s feet wet
to dive or plunge in, try despite one’s fear or apprehension
The only way that you’re going to understand is if you
get your feet wet.
to get one’s goat
to agitate, pique, irritate, chafe, vex, bother, infuriate,
anger
It is your own fault because you always let him get
your goat.
to get one’s paws off of one (slang)
to remove or take one’s hands off of one, not touch
I told you to get your paws off of me.
to get one’s phone calls returned
to be powerful, prestigious or of great influence
How powerful is he? Let’s just say that in Washington and New
York he always gets his phone calls returned.
to get one’s rock off
vulgar way of defining an orgasm for a male

When I saw her, I got my rocks off.
to get one’s walking papers
to be canned, thrown out, ousted or bounced
I got my walking papers this morning.
to get out
to leave or depart
I want you to get out now!
to get out of a mess
to solve a problem, remove or extract oneself from a bad situation
I don’t know how you are going to get out of this mess.
to get out of hot water
to solve a problem, remove or extract oneself from
a bad situation
I don’t know how I’m going to get myself out of
hot water.
to get out of one’s face
to remove oneself away from, not be so close to
the face of one
I want you to get out of my face now.
to get out while the getting is good
to quit or leave an organization or business while
everything is going well, depart at the peak or the
best period
I know that it looks like the company is making
a lot of money but my advice is to get out while
the getting is good.
to get played (slang)
to get humiliated, put down or humbled
He got played by his opponent.
to get rid of

to remove, dismiss, exile, fire, give one’s walking papers
to, force to leave, give the boot to
He got rid of all those persons who did not want to work.
to get ripped off
to be misused, exploited, taken for a ride,
cheated, taken advantage of
When I first arrived, I got ripped off.
to get served (slang)
to get humiliated, put down or humbled
He got served by his opponent.
to get some rays (slang)
to get some sunshine, take in some sun
Let’s go to the beach and get some rays.
to get some shut eye
to get some sleep, nap, doze
If I don’t get some shut eye, I’ll never make it
through tomorrow.
to get something off one’s chest
to talk, confess, bring to light, spill the beans, spill one’s guts,
let out, let the cat out of the bag
I understand that he wants to get it off his chest but his action
will effect me.
to get stars in one’s eyes
to be greatly impressed, obsessive, fascinated,
ruled, controlled or monopolized by Hollywood,
celebrities and fame
Ever since she went to Los Angeles she has got
stars in her eyes.
to get sucked up in
to get ensnarled, entangled, enmeshed
or caught up in

I will not get sucked up in all of this.
to get taken
to be cheated, swindled, ripped off, embezzle
Although I consider myself an intelligent person,
I have gotten taken quite a few times.
to get the ax
to get fired or laid-off, be let go from one’s work
Last Friday, I got the ax.
to get the best of
to defeat, beat, get the worst of
The insurgents managed to get the best of
the government soldiers.
to get the better of
to outwit, do better than, outmaneuver
It had not been easy but I was able to get the
better of my rival and win.
to get the better of
to outwit, do better than, outmaneuver
It had not been easy but I was able to get the
better of my rival and win.
to get the brush
to be rejected, dismissed, ignored or rebuffed
She got the brush from her father’s new wife.
to get the drift of
to get, comprehend, understand, see
No, I don’t understand anything. I don’t get the
drift of his conversation.
to get the hang of
to understand, learn, finally understand or get
It took a long time but at last I got

the hang of it.
to get the lion’s share
to get the majority or more than fifty percent
He got the lion’s share of the votes.
to get the picture
to discern, understand, comprehend, apprehend
It took a long time but I finally got the picture. He
never loved me.
to get the poop
to get the inside story, info or information
I got the poop on all of them.
to get the picture
to finally understand, figure out, see the light
It took a long time but I finally got the picture.
He does not love me.
to get the scoop on
to obtain or get the inside secret or information
before anyone else
I was fired because I did not get the scoop on
the candidate.
to get the show on the road
to get moving, launch, get going, take off, get on
the stick
No more talking. Let’s get the show on the road.
to get the skinny on
to get or obtain inside information, be given
information most people are unaware of
I got the skinny on all the parties on campus
this week.
to get to one's feet
to stand up

When the play ended, everyone got to their feet and
applauded.
to get up on the wrong side of the bed
to start the day in a bad mood, awake angry
What’s the matter with you? Did you get
up on the wrong side of the bed?
to get used to
to become accustomed to, be done habitually,
ordinarily, commonly
I don’t think that I will ever get used to
having money.
to get wasted (slang)
to get inebriated, drunk, intoxicated, gone
He always gets wasted on Fridays.
to get what one has been asking for
to be humbled, shame, humiliated or
chastened
Now that all the numbers are in, he's
getting what he has been asking for.
to get with it
to get busy or occupied, start working or
doing one’s job
It’s time that you get with it.
to give a backhander
to give a sudden surprise hit in the face
She gave the child a backhander to shut him up.
to give a boost to
to intensify, step up, make stronger, strengthen,
jazz up
When she came to visit, she gave a boost to her son.

to give a color analyst (sports)
to give a lively, interesting and detailed analyst
I don’t like sports but I like how they give a color
analyst of the game.
to give a dirty look
to glower, look sullen, scowl, glare, frown at,
look daggers at
Why are you giving me a dirty look? What have
I done to you?
to give a dog and pony show
to be or present an elaborate presentation or show
I think that this was all too much; it was nothing
but to give a dog and pony show.
to give a free hand to
to allow anything, issue a blank check to, not restrain,
give carte blanche to, give a free hand to, permit anything
She is so dependent on her husband that she has given
a free hand to control her life.
to give a left-handed compliment
to give a compliment which is ambiguous,
double-meaning, dubious, equivocal or questionable
She loves giving left-handed compliments.
to give a hard time to
to tease, plague, terrorize, hound, dog, needle, badger,
ride, jeer at, ridicule
He gives a hard time to his opponents so that they
become unnerved.
to give a leg up
to give unfair aid, help or assistance
The only reason that he won was that his
coach gave him a leg up.
to give as good as one gets

to stand up to one’s opponent to inflict or
exact punishment
She underestimated me in that I
can give as good as I get.
to give back
to return, reciprocate, indemnify, compensate
When you get rich, I will in a position
to give back.
to give birth to
to invent, create, father
It was the military which gave birth
to the internet.
to give carte blanche
to give full or complete authority, yield over to, permit
anything, issue a blank check to
It’s simple why he did it. She gave him carte blanche.
to give free rein to
to give a free hand to, not restrain, give carte blanche
to, permit anything, issue a blank check to
I know that she loves her children but she should not give
them free rein to do anything that they want.
to give head (vulgar)
to provide oral sex, service a male
to give one hell
to strongly reprimand or chastise
He gave me hell when he found out the truth.
to give it one’s best shot
to try one’s best to accomplish one’s objective,
do everything possible to reach one goal
He failed because he failed; not because he
did not try. He gave it his best shot.

to give measure for measure pound for pound
to vindicate, make reprisal, retaliate, redress,
take revenge
This time I will give measure for measure
pound for pound.
to give one a black eye
to damage or destroy one’s reputation or name, drag one
through the mud
All of this will do is to give you a black eye.
to give one a hard time
to ride, taunt, harass, bother, badger, provoke,
torment
He is always giving everyone a hard time.
to give one a right hander
to be a slap or punch
He gave his opponent a right hander and
knocked him out.
to give one a line
to tell one a line, deceive, pull the wool over
one’s eye, give one a story
When he comes home, he is always giving
his wife a line.
to give one a taste of one’s own medicine
to get one back, make one pay, retaliate
One day I will give you a taste of your own
medicine.
to give one an earful
to chastise, shout at, give one the business
or the works
As a result of coming home drunk, she
gave me an earful.
to give one fits

to let one get one’s goat, annoy, bother, irk, get on
one’s nerve, aggravate, get under one’s skin
His behavior gives me fits.
to give one gray hairs
to worry, deplete, wear out, frustrate or distress to
the point of total exasperation
When Bobby was a teenage, he gave me gray hairs.
to give one hell
to berate, reprimand, chastise, discipline, rebuke
As a result of the losses this quarter, he gave
his staff hell.
to give one one’s comeuppance (slang)
to get one back, get even, give one a taste of
one’s own medicine
She gave him his comeuppance. Good!
to give one one’s walking papers
to fire, boot, eject, dismiss, show the door, drum out
force to leave, remove, oust, force out, expel
He had reprimanded me before giving me my walking
papers.
to give one the finger
to curse at someone with the index finger,
show someone one's contempt
While he left, he gave everyone the finger.
to give one the once over
to look at one aggressively as if to challenge, follow
one with one’s eyes, check out with the eyes, look
one up and down
When I came in, I did not like how she gave me
the once over.
to give one the run of the place
to give full power to, allow one to do anything, put no

restrain on, give free rein to, give full authority to
I know what you want but I will not give you the
run of the place. I will not give you full authority.
to give one the slip
to escape, successfully run away from or get away from
He was able to give the police the slip.
to give one the works
to knock or push around, cow, bully
To get information, the guards gave the prisoner the works.
to give the devil his due
to give credit even to a person one does not like
or care for
It does not matter that you do not like her; you
should even give the devil his due.
to give the boot to
to fire, dismiss, be forced to leave or resign one’s position,
give one one’s walking papers
As soon as the new CEO came in, he gave the boot to
the majority of middle management.
to give the heave-ho
to force out, force to leave, kick out, drive out, expel,
boot, eject, show the door, oust
He gave all the employees the heave-ho and started all over.
to give the heebie-jeebies
to scare, make feel uncomfortable, make draw away from
His face gives me the heebie-jeebies.
to give the Judas kiss
to betray, inform against, be an informant
He gave his friend the Judas kiss before betraying him.
to give the pink slip

to fire, give the boot to, fire, dismiss, can, sack, force
out, get rid of
He gave the pink slip to his right hand man.
to give the shirt off one’s back
to be extremely generous or giving, willing
to give all that one has
Because he is my son, I would be willing to
give the shirt off my back.
to give the thumbs down
to disapprove, not agree with, give the red light to
The head of the company gave the thumbs
down to all our plans.
to give the thumbs up
to approve, sanction, give the go-ahead or the
green light to
When he gave the thumbs up, I was overjoyed.
to give the willies
to make feel uncomfortable, repel, revolt
She gives me the willies.
to give up the ghost
to pass away, die, expire, pass on
He gave up the ghost last night.
to give up the ship
to throw in the towel, capitulate, give up, stop fighting,
surrender, raise the white flag
I fighting so that we will never have to give up the ship.
to give way to
to yield to, allow anything, not restrain, give carte blanche
to, give a free hand to issue a blank check to
They don’t try to discipline their children instead they
give way to them.

to give what-for
to skin alive, lambaste, reprimand, chew out, rebuke,
chastise, dress down
I got give what-for when I came home late.
to gloss over
to see no evil, be blind to, pay no attention to,
pretend not to see
Glossing over the problems will not solve anything.
to glower
to frown, look sullen, scowl, glare, give a
dirty look to
What is the matter with your father. Why
he is glowering.
to go all out
to try hard, make an all out effort, do all that lies within
one’s reach, bend over backwards, do one’s damnedest
I am not prepared to do more; I’ve already gone all out.
to go at a snail’s pace (i.e. walk or move )
to proceed slowly, without great speed, crawl
Whenever she does not want to go somewhere,
she walks at a snail’s pace.
I know that he is dragging his feet because
he does not want to help.
to go at it
to fight, scuffle, fight, tussle, mix it up, brawl
If they are not soon stopped; they will soon go at it.
to go at it tooth and nail
to fight, battle, clash
These children are beyond control; they are
always going at it tooth and nail.

to go back and forth
to be indecisive, blow hot and cold, vacillate
or fluctuate
You can’t keep going back and forth. It’s
either yes or no.
to go blank
to
to go back and forth
to waver, equivocate or oscillate
Stop going back and forth; make a decision.
to go back to the drawing board
to start or do all over again after one has failed
I was sure that this would be a success; I was wrong. Well
it’s time to go back to the drawing board.
to go back to the salt mines
to back to work to a job which one does not like
My vacations are over; Monday I must go back to
the salt mines.
to go by one’s gut
to trust a feeling or hunch
I don’t know him but I’m going by my gut.
to go cold turkey
to stop all at once, not to stop little by little or
incrementally
When I stopped smoking, I went cold turkey.
to go downhill
to be in decline, deteriorate, get worse
Unfortunately he’s not getting any better; he’s
going downhill.
to go dutch
to share the cost of a date, not have only the male

pay for the date
Let’s go out tonight but we have to go dutch.
to go gaga for
to fall totally and completely in love with, be
enthralled or charmed by, be swept off one’s
foot
The moment I saw him, I went gaga for him.
to go in harm’s way
to expose oneself to danger, put oneself in a a tight spot,
risk oneself
to go it alone
to shift for oneself, fend for oneself, make it on one’s own
Now that my parents are dead, I have to go it alone.
to go into a huddle
to put heads together, sit down together, talk with or over
Before we make any kind of decision, we always, as a
family, go into a huddle.
to go into a nose dive
to have an aircraft plunge, front part first
Before crashing, the plane went into a
nose dive.
to go like clockwork
to run smoothly, without any problems or according
to plan
I am not expecting any problems; I’m hoping that
everything goes like clockwork.
to go like lightning
to go like the wind, scurry or hurry through,
fly, zing
When he left, he went like lightning.

to go like the wind
to go like lightning, scurry or hurry through,
fly, zing
When he left, he went like the wind.
to go native
to become just like the people or environment which
one has been sent to rule or control
He went native to such a point that he now sides with
our enemies.
to go off the deep end
to go whole hog, be excessive, go all out, shoot the works,
indulge, splurge
When she went out shopping yesterday, she went off
the deep end.
to go on a spree
to splurge, go all out, shoot the works, paint the wagon
red, go to town
I want to enjoy my last night in France. Let’s go on
a spree.
to go out drinking
to celebrate, have a good time by
drinking, party
I’m in a very good mood and I want
to go out drinking.
to go out for coffee
to go out for fresh air, leave for a couple of
minutes to take a break from work
I’m going out for coffee. I’ve been sitting too long.
to go out on a limb
to put oneself or others in an unsure,
risky or unpredictable situation
I went out on a limb for you. You can not
abandon me now.

to go out on the town
to celebrate, go out for a good time, party
I have been working all this week; I want to
go out on the town.
to go out like a light
to fall in a faint, fall senseless, fall in a heap
Because she had not eaten for two days, she
went out like a light.
to go over to the other side
to betray, sell out, join the other side, change
one’s side
Because he went over to the other side, they
tried to destroy him.
to go over with a fine-tooth comb
to give the once-over, look up and down, take
a look at, pore over
He went over the evidence with a fine-tooth comb.
to go overboard
to overindulge, do in excess, overdo, do in excess,
carry too far
This time you went overboard.
to go poof
to vanish into thin air, disappear into thin air, vanish off
the face of the earth, be lost to sight, vanish from sight
He went poof.
to go one’s separate ways
to part company, disagree, no longer be allies, differ
We must go our separate ways; we will never agree.
to go to see a flick (slang)
to go to see or watch a movie

I’m going to see a flick tonight.
to go to see a chick flick (slang/can be considered
offensive)
to go to see or watch a movie which supposedly focus
more on the female audience (romantic film)
My boyfriend hates going to see a chick flick.
to go to see a dick flick (slang and vulgar)
to go to see or watch a movie which supposedly focus
more on the male audience (adventure or violent film)
Many women don’t mind going to see a dick flick.
to go the way of all flesh
to die, to expire, pass away
To go the way of all flesh is the poetic way
to say, to die.
to go through thick or thin
to go through anything, no matter what, with
no condition
I will go through thick or thin with you. I got
your back.
to go to a shrink
to go see or consult a psychologist
to go to bat for
to defend, take the side of, support, stand by, stand
behind, stick up for
Despite the risk, he went to bat for me.
to go to great pains
to do whatever necessary, bend over backwards, nothing be
too great or hard
He went to great pains to show her that he loved her.
to go to town
to paint the town to red, go on a spree, splurge, indulge
go all out, shoot the works

It’s time that you enjoy yourself. Let’s go to town.
to go to the dogs
to deteriorate, go downhill, degenerate, decline
This neighborhood is going to the dogs.
to go to the john (slang)
to go to the bathroom or toilet
to go to the pen
to go to prison or the penitentiary as a result
of committing a crime
I’m going to the pen for a couple of years.
to go to the pokey
to do one’s time in prison as a result
of committing a crime
I’ve already gone to the pokey for a couple of years;
I don’t know what else I can do.
to go topsy-turvy
to tumble, fall over, fall down
As he walked to podium, he went topsy-turvy.
to go under
to fail, go out of business, flop, be bankrupt
His business went under in less than a year.
to go under the knife
to be operated on, get surgery
She’s going under the knife next month.
to go up in flames
to be destroyed by fire or flames, burn up
The house went up in flames so quickly that
the firemen could do nothing.
to go up in smoke

to be destroyed by fire or flames, burn up
The house went up in smoke.
to go up in the world
to attain success, fare well
I am glad to say that my son is going up
in the world.
to go up the food chain
to go from the least powerful to the most powerful
I went up the food chain to see if I could get what
I wanted.
to go whole hog
to be excessive, go all out, shoot the works, indulge
When he took me out, I must admit, that he went whole hog.
to go wide of
to deflect, evade, divert, avoid, avert, elude, eschew
Because of his temper and personality, I go wide
of him.
to go with the money
to betray, take the bribe, sell one out, accept
the thirty pieces of silver
It had nothing to do with his beliefs; he went with
the money.
to goad
to prod, egg on, instigate, spur on
He is always goading his friend to fight.
to gobble down
to devour, glut, gulp down, eat like there is
no tomorrow
You don’t have to gobble down your food; no
one is going to take it away from you.

to gobble up
to devour, glut, gulp down, eat like there is
no tomorrow
You don’t have to gobble up your food; no
one is going to take it away from you.
to goof up
to foul up, gum up, botch up, mess up, screw up
I goofed up so badly that I was fired.
(to got) one’s back (slang)
to watch out for one’s interest
Don’t worry, I got your back. Good
do what is necessary.
to goggle
to fix one’s sight or gaze on, stare, glare or gaze at, look
at without turning away
Stop goggling at the man; it is obvious that you’re interested.
to grate on the ear
to irritate, aggravate, annoy, exacerbate
Your music grates on the ear.
to grease one’s palm
to suborn, bribe, shut up by paying money
To shut him up, you are going to have to grease
his palm.
to grill
to cross examine, interrogate, question, ask about
The police grilled the suspect for hours.
to grin and bear it
to endure, tolerate, admit, accept, swallow or accept
There was nothing that I could do but grin and bear it.
to ground

to forbid one’s son or daughter to leave the
house for a period of time (form of punishment)
His parents grounded their son for smoking.
to gulp down
to eat or drink quickly and without stopping
You should not gulp down cold water after coming in
from playing in the sun.
to gum up the works
to spoil, damage, wreck
Because he did not know what he was doing, he
gummed up the works.
to gut
to devitalize, weaken, enfeeble, disembowel, eviscerate,
sap, deplete
Once all the business left, the city had to gut many of
the social programs.
to hand-pick
to personally choose, select or pick
He hand-picked his successor.
to hang a left (referring to a vehicle)
to turn left
When you get to the corner, hang a left.
to hang a right (referring to a vehicle)
to turn right
When you get to the corner, hang a right.
to hand around
to pass around, pass from one person to another
Since there was only one bottle of water, the runner
handed his around to everyone present.
to hand it to one

to give credit, merit or acknowledgment, laud
I must hand it to you; you most definitely do
a good job.
to hand one’s head to one
to defeat, conquer, overrun, wipe the floor with, whip,
destroy, smash, lick, clobber
The insurgents handed the occupying force’s head to it.
to hang by a thread
to be cliff-hanging, unsure, unstable, be about to fall, be on the edge,
trembling, on the balance uncertain, on slippery ground, or touch and go
Be careful because you are now only hanging by a thread.
to hang on
to hold fast, clutch, grasp, cling to
I hung on my father’s hand.
to hang one’s head
to feel and demonstrate one’s shame or embarrassment
There is no need to hang your head. You did nothing
to hang your head about.
to hang out one’s shingle
to start up one’s business (i.e. doctor or lawyer)
I can not wait for the day that my daughter can
hang out her shingle.
to happen in a blink of an eye
to happen quickly or in a moment
I can’t tell you anything. It happened in a blink
of an eye.
to happen rain or shine
to happen no matter what, not let weather determine
if an event happen or not
The concert will happen rain or shine.

to harbor suspicions
to have doubts or suspicions, suspect
They still harbor suspicions that I really
did do it.
to harness
to repress, inhibit, control or confine
You should not continue harnessing your
daughter. Let her be who she is.
to harp on
to continue being engrossed or absorbed by, not move
forward from
I really wish that you would stop harping on what
happened in the past.
to hash over
to talk over, debate, discuss, run over again
Why are we going to hash over this again? I
don’t want to talk about it again.
to have a bad effect on
to have a ball
to have a good time
I had a ball at the party.
to have a bee in one’s bonnet
to have a big head
to be self-worshipping, puffed up or conceited
He has such a big head that I can not stand to be around him.
to have a bird’s eye view
to have a broad, quick, general or superficial perspective or
understanding
I can’t really give you an opinion; up until now I have
had only a bird’s eye’s view of the property.

to have a black eye
to have a discoloration of the skin around the eye as a result
of a blow
I should not have hit him because now he has a black eye.
to have a blow out
to have a bone to pick
to have a crow to pluck (British English), have a grievance against
Have I done something to you? It is obvious that you have a bone
to pick with me.
to have a brush with
to have a brief encounter with
to have a case against
to have a cast-iron stomach
to be able to eat anything without getting sick or disgusted
He’ll eat it; he has a cast-iron stomach.
to have a catch in one’s voice
to pause while one is speaking as a result of being moved, upset or
on the verge of tears
What is the matter? Why do you have a catch in your voice?
(also: to have a catch in one’s throat )
to have a change of heart
to have a chink in one’s armor
to have a fatal or major flaw, weakness, defect or rift
Although he is a popular figure, he has a number
of chinks in his armor.
to have a chip on one’s shoulder
to have a clean conscious

to have a clear conscious
to have a close call
to barely succeed, just make it, almost fail, make it by the skin of one’s
teeth
I don’t know how I got out; it had a close call.
to have a close shave
to have a clue about
to have a conniption
to become very angry, enraged or furious
Be careful because she had a conniption last night.
to have a cool head
to think and act rationally, be clear thinking
In this type of situation, one must always have
a cool head.
to have a cow
to become very angry or furious
My father is going to have a cow when he finds out
what I did.
to have a crack at
to have a craving for
to have a strong desire for, to want, be obsessed by
When I was pregnant, I had a craving for iced.
to have a cross to bear
to be a load, burden, problem or a weight
Everyone has a cross to bear. John is
my cross.
to have a crush on
to like, be stuck or sweet on

She has a very bad crush on him.
to have a comfy job (slang)
to have an easy and comfortable job, have a
job which is without worry and not much work
I have a comfy job; therefore, I have no reason to complain.
to have a cushy job (slang)
to have a job which is easy, undemanding,
or not challenging
to have a deadpan expression
to not change one's expression despite the situation,
remain stoic unresponsive or expressionless
No matter what happen, he always has a
deadpan expression.
to have a devil-may-care attitude
to be untroubled, carefree, casual or
free and easy
I must admire his ability to not worry despite
everything. He has a devil-may-care attitude.
to have a devil of a time
to have a very difficult time, spend a long time
to reach one’s goal or objective
I had a devil of a time getting my money back.
to have a face as long as a poker
to be melancholy, doleful, crestfallen, dismayed, sad,
unhappy, depressed, discouraged, sunken or downcast
Honey, what is the matter? Why do you have such
a face as long as a poker?
to have a face off
to have an altercation, struggle, encounter, open
confrontation, clash, brush or battle, be in a skirmish
The only solution is that we have a face off to see who rules.

to have a face only a mother could love
to be homely, plain-featured, homely, ugly, plain looking,
bad looking, unattractive or plain
I love that child but the truth is that he has a face only
a mother could love.
to have a face perfectly made for radio
to be homely, not be much to look at, be short on
looks, hard favored plain-featured, ill-favored, unsightly
or uncomely
I would not say that he’s ugly but he does have a face
perfectly made for radio.
to have a fair idea of
to know or understand a lot about
Go talk to Mike; he has a fair idea of computers.
to have a fancy for
to be strongly attracted to, like or lust over
He has a fancy for his neighbor’s wife; that’s not good.
care for or desire someone only for sex
to have a fat chance
to have no chance, not be a possibility
You have a fat chance getting him to come
home for Christmas.
to have a familiar ring
to have a feeling about
to have a feeling that
to have a few buttons missing
to be not quite right upstairs, not all there or
mentally unbalanced
I am sure that she has a few buttons missing.
to have a field day

to have a fine table
to serve or provide good food (usually refer to a
restaurant or household)
Every Christmas my mother always had
a fine table.
to have a finger in every pie
to be involved, tied up or entangled in
everyone’s affairs
You need to be careful about having a
finger in every pie.
to have a fit
to have a flair for
to have a natural talent, swiftness or proficiency for
He has a flair for politics and for campaigning.
to have a foot in both camp
to be unresolved, be indecisive, open, undecided, open to doubt
You can't face a foot in both camps. You must choose.
to have a foothold
to secure a place from which to advance, secure a
toehold or foothold
I only have a foothold in the business. I want more.
to have a frog in one’s throat
to have a gig (usually refer to musical performance or other
type of temporary work)
to have a job, up-coming performance or show
I won’t be here for a couple of weeks; I have a number of
gigs in Europe.
to have a glass jaw
to have a glitch
to be a small problem which does not allow or let

everything go according to plan
I don’t exactly know how but this plan has a glitch.
to have a go at
to undertake, take a shot at, try one’s hand at, tackle,
take a crack at
You can try to have a go at her. Obviously, she does not
want to listen to me.
to have a good command of
to have a good handle on
to have a good head for
to have a talent, gift, aptitude or mind for
She has a good head for languages. I envy her.
to have a good head on one’s shoulder
to have a good mind for
to have a talent, gift, aptitude or head for
She has a good mind for languages. I envy her.
to have a good thing going
to have a great looking ass
to be well-built, built or shapely
Her face isn’t fantastic but she has great looking ass.
to have a great looking behind
to be comely, tempting, well-built, built or shapely
The only reason that she’s popular is that she has a great
looking behind .
Her face isn’t fantastic but she has great looking ass.
to have a green thumb
to have a grudge on

to have a gut feeling
to have a hand in
to have a handle on
to have a hang over
to be sick and/or terrible headache as a result of
heavy drinking
When I woke up this morning, I had a horrible
hang over.
to have a hard time
to have a head for
to have a heart
to have a hold on
to have a hunch about
to have a hunch
to suspect or have an idea or feeling about
I had a hunch that I was going to win.
to have a keen interest in
to have a knack
to be good at or have a natural talent, proficiency
or mastery for
He has a knack for knowing when a song is going to
be a hit.
to have a leaning for
to have a talent, skill, gift, genius, aptness or aptitude for
He has a leaning for photography.
to have a look for
to have a lot going for one

to have a lot going on
to have a lot of clout
to be very powerful, have a lot of power, be
very influential
As a director, he has a lot of clout. I would be
careful how I talk to him.
to have a lot of promise
to have a lot on
to have a lot of pull
to have a lot of pull, have a lot of power, be very
influential or powerful
He has a lot of pull. Don’t get on his wrong side.
to have a low boiling point
to have a man-to-man
to have a discussion or encounter which is candid, blunt or
straightforward
So that there would be no misunderstanding, we had
a man-to-man.
to have a mcjob
to have a low-paying job, have a job which pay less than
a living wage
All I have is a mcjob.
to have a meandering eye
to be a Don Juan, Casanova or Romeo, be a woman chaser,
womanizer, not be faithful to one’s partner
He can not trusted because he has a meandering eye.
to have a mind like a steel trap
to have a mind-set
to be a particular disposition way of thinking or attitude

He has a mind-set that is a mystery to me.
to have a near miss
to have a nest egg
to have money saved up, have savings
By the time that she retires, she will have
quite a nest egg.
to have a new face
to have a new, different, fresh or renovated outward
appearance or façade
He might have a new face but he's the same person.
to have a nip
to have a little or bit of drink (alcohol
beverage)
Before I go to bed, I like to have a nip of
something strong. It helps me to sleep.
to have a one track mind
to have a quick sale
to sale quickly, with no delay or warning
The department store is having a quick sale.
to have a passion for
to have a peep
to have a penchant for
to have a pick-me-up
to have a piece of the pie
to be able to participate in the bounties of society
Now that we have our own business, we have a piece
of the pie.
to have a price on one's head
to have a reward offered for one’s capture

or arrest
Bin Laden has a price on his head.
to have a right to
to have a ring of truth (to it)
to sound or appear to be credible, true
or reasonable
I heard his story and, although it sounds crazy, it does
have a ring of truth.
to have a roaming eye
to not be faithful to one’s partner, be unfaithful to one’s partner
You will never settle down until you don’t have a roaming eye.
to have a roof over one’s head
to have shelter, apartment, house, accommodations,
living quarters or housing
If I don’t pay my rent, I will not have a roof over
my head.
to have a rough time
to have a roving eye
to have a wandering eye, not be faithful to one’s partner, be
unfaithful to one’s partner
I don’t know how she remains married to him; he has such
a roving eye.
to have a run-in
to have a run of bad luck
to have a run of
to have a say in
to have a score to settle
to have a scrape with

to have a screw loose
to not be all there, mentally unsound or crazy
I am convinced that she has a screw loose.
to have a scuffle
to have a skirmish, an open confrontation, clash, brush,
tussle, bout, fisticuff or fracas
He left her after they had a scuffle.
to have a shot at
to have a showdown
to have a shoot out, scrape, fight, face off, an altercation
or an open confrontation
We’re arriving to the point of having a showdown.
to have a skeleton in one’s closet
to have a past that one is not necessarily proud of,
have events or incidents in one’s past that one would
prefer to remain hidden
There are very few people who do not have a skeleton
in their closet.
to have a slash and burn policy
to have a policy which is both extreme and harmful
Because he has a slash and burn policy, the voters rejected him.
to have a slip of the tongue
to blunder, make a mistake, talk too much
I didn't mean what I said; I had a slip of the tongue.
to have a smash
to be a big hit, winner, best seller or grand slam
I’m glad to say that you have a smash.
to have a smoke
(to have) a snag
to contain obstacles, problems or impediments

I’m afraid it’s not going to be so easy; there is
a snag.
to have a sneaky suspicion
to have a feeling, suspicion or notion
I have a sneaky suspicion that his numbers are all wrong.
to have a snow ball’s chance in hell
to have a soft spot for
to be partial to, like, have fondness for
I must admit that I have a soft spot for the
bad boy.
to have a soft spot in one’s heart for
to have a spaz
to have a splitting headache
to have a migraine, have a headache, have a
bad headache
I have a splitting headache that I can’t go to
the movies with you.
to have a striking face
1.
to have a face which is singular, distinct, unique,
different, uncommon, without an equal or unmatched
He had a striking face which I will never, which I can
never, forget.
2.

to be attractive, beautiful, pretty, bewitching, lovely
or appealing
She has a striking face. I want her on the front cover
of the magazine.

to have stroke
to have a sweet tooth

to have a taste for
to have a thing going with
to have a throbbing headache
to have a pain or an ache in one’s head, have one’s
head aching
As a result of drinking so much last night, I have
a throbbing headache.
to have a tidy sum
to be a good-sized, big or ample amount of money
After years of working, I now have a tidy sum.
to have a try
to make an attempt, endeavor, try one’s hand at
I’ll have a try but I don’t think that I can do it.
to have a try at
to have a veil lifted
to have a vested interest in
to have a voice in
to have a wad of money (slang)
to have a large amount of dollar bills, roll or
bankroll of money
He tried to impress me by showing me he had
a wad of money.
to have a wandering eye
to have a roaming or roving eye, be a Don Juan, Casanova
or Romeo, not be faithful to one’s partner
You can not expect your wife to be faithful if you have
a wandering eye.
to have a way with

to have a weakness for
to like, take pleasure in, be fond of
Unfortunately, I have a weakness for sugar.
to have a weight problem
to be too fat, have gained weight
I have always had a weight problem.
to have a wild cat strike
to have a non-schedule spontaneous strike
To have a wild cat strike is considered illegal.
to have a whale of a time
to have a word with
to have a yen for
to want, be attracted to, have a strong desire for
I have a strong yen for ice cream.
to have a yen to
to want, desire, crave
I have a strong yen to talk to my sister. We haven’t seen
each other for years.
to have all eyes on
to be the focus or center of attention, have everyone
look at one, have all eyes focused on
I do not like having all eyes on me; it makes me
very uncomfortable.
to have an accident
to have an ace up one’s sleeve
to have an ass that could kill
to be well-built, built or shapely

Her face isn’t fantastic but she has an ass
that could kill.
to have an ax to grind
to have an awful lot
to have a great deal
You have an awful lot of money.
to have an ear for
to have an extra-mouth to feed
to take care of or be responsible for
another person (normally a child), care for
or be a caretaker of another
I can't stop working because since my sister has come
to stay, I have an extra mouth to feed.
to have an axe to grind
to be on one or the other side, bias, cheer
How do you expect me listen to you; you
have an axe to grind.
to have an eye for
to have an eye on
to have an eye on the main chance
to always be looking for one's own advantage in a situation
She always has an eye on the main chance. Everyone
else can go to hell.
to have an eye out for
to anticipate, look towards the future, be in readiness for,
plan for the future, think about the future, prepare or ready
oneself for
It makes no sense to keep going around and around; we must
have an eye to the future and think about the future.
to have an in

to have an inkling
to have a feeling, premonition or suspicion
I did not tell you because I only had an
inkling that something was wrong.
to have an iron in this fire
to be bias, be rooting or cheering for one side
or the other, support
It is obvious that you have an iron in this
fire; therefore, you can not be considered
a neutral observer.
to have an itch for
to have a yen for, crave, desire, want, yearn,
hanker after
I had an itch for this for a very long time.
to have an itching palm
to have an itch to
to have an itchy palm
to have an out-of-body experience
to have a near-death experience
When the car hit him, he said that he had an out-of-body
experience.
to have back at
to have balls
to be nervy or gutsy, have guts, nerves or moxie
You don’t have any balls! You are a coward.
to have bats in one’s belfry
to have bearing on
to have been around
to have been around the bend

to have been around the block
to have been through the mill
to have got Betty Davis’ eyes
1.
pop icon reference to the actress Betty Davis in the hit 1990s
record, She’s got Betty Davis’ eyes.
2.

having extraordinarily large eyes which are sexy and bold,
seductive and direct

to have guilt written all over one’s face
to have one’s guilt be obvious or clear to anyone
Of course he did it; his guilt is written all over his face.
to have body
to contain density, solidity, richness, substance, richness
I love this beer; it has a lot of body.
to have been played (slang)
to have been mortified, humiliated or mocked
She has been played by her friends.
to have been served (slang)
to have been disgraced, shamed or humbled
He has been served by his opponents.
to have bigger fish to fry
to have more important issues to deal with
I told him that I did not have time to waste on losers,
that I had bigger fish to fry.
to have breath-taking eyes
to have eyes which are beautiful, pretty, gorgeous, radiant, loving,
gorgeous, seductive, splendid, sexy, brilliant, engaging or pretty
She is so beautiful because she has breath-taking eyes.
to have butterflies in one’s stomach
to be apprehensive, nervous, excited or agitated

Every time I see him, I have butterflies in my stomach.
to have carte blanche
to allow to do as one chooses, have no limits
Now that we have money that does not mean
that you have carte blanche.
to have chemistry
1.
to have excellent interaction with another,
work well together
They have chemistry between them that is
obvious to everyone.
2.

to be charismatic or be able to attract people
He has chemistry that is why he can always
get a big crowd.

to have chinks in the armor
to not be perfect, have feet of clay, be fallible,
imperfect or flawed
Every person, no matter who he or she is, has
chinks in the armor. They are after all human.
to have chutzpah
to be courageous, bold, not fearful or fearless
He has chutzpah like no one I have ever seen.
to have cold eyes
to have an expression which is blank, vacant, expressionless,
indifferent, unfeeling, empty, straight faced or lifeless
I can’t look into her eyes. She has such cold eyes.
to have dancing eyes
to have eyes which are glinting, twinkling, glowing, glittering, lively,
full of life, sparkling, dazzling, bright, animated or full of spirit
The thing which I remember and love the most about her was that
she had dancing eyes.
to have deep pockets
to be wealthy or well-off, have a lot of money, have

more than enough money
Don’t worry about him; he has deep pockets.
to have down time
to have a rest period, have or take a break
Since starting this job, I’ve rarely had any
down time.
to have droopy eyes
to have half asleep or tired eyes, be very tired, half-asleep,
exhausted, sleepy, ready for bed
You have droopy eyes; it’s time for you to go to bed.
to have dull eyes
to have an expression which is blank, vacant, expressionless,
indifferent, unfeeling or empty
She has such dull eyes that looking into them is painful.
to have Dutch courage
to have courage as a result of drinking
The only reason that you are in my face is that you
have Dutch courage.
to have egg on one’s face
to be mortified, embarrassed or humiliated
He has egg on his face now that he has lost. Good!
to have enchanting eyes
to have eyes which are charming, magnetizing, inflaming,
bewitching, enchanting or intriguing
She has enchanting eyes.
to have engaging eye
to have eyes which are enticing, entrancing, transpiercing,
tantalizing, spellbinding, enchanting, transfixing or riveting
He has such engaging eyes. that I was drawn to him.
to have enthralling eyes

to have eyes which are bewitching, absorbing, fascinating,
engaging, arresting, hypnotizing or magnetizing
He has such enthralling eyes that I can’t forget him.
to have excellent eye-sight
to see very well
I don’t need glasses; I have excellent eye-sight.
to have a grudge against someone
to have eyes bigger than one's stomach
to want to eat more than one is able to, overeat, eat too
much or in excess
You've had enough. You have eyes much bigger
than your stomach.
to have eyes brimming with tears
to have eyes which are moist with tears, have tears standing
in one’s eyes, have which are shimmering or glistening
You hurt her deeply. Can’t you see that her eyes are
brimming with tears.
to have eyes full of angry
to have eyes which are blazing, threatening, stormy,
feverish, violent, burning, hostile or angry
I don’t understand why you always have such angry eyes.
to have eyes full of life
to have eyes which are lively, glinting, twinkling, glowing,
glittering, lively, sparkling, dazzling, bright, shining or lit up
I love being with her; she has eyes full of life.
to have eyes like a hawk
to be sharp-sighted, hawk-eyed, on the alert, wide awake,
Argus-eyed, eagle-eyed, quick-sighted or ferret-eyed
My mother sees everything; she has eyes like a hawk.
to have eyes only for
to only be drawn or attracted to, be only interested in, only
want, desire, or care for, like or love

I have eyes only for my husband.
(to have) eyes that are glazed over
eyes which are covered over by a thin layer or membrane,
eyes which are blurred, dull, clouded or dim
Can’t you tell that she is? Her eyes are glazed over.
(to have) eyes that are hazed over
to have eyes which are cloudy, milky, coated, filmy,
coated over, hazy or filmed over eyes
When I woke up after a night of drinking, my eyes
were hazed over.
(to have) glassy-eyes
to be drunk, tipsy, high or under the influence of
You can’t go to your home like you are. Your eyes
are glassy.
to have friends in high places
to know people who are powerful and influential,
know people with a lot of sway
Any time you need anything, let me know. I have friends
in high places.
to have gall
to have the nerve, audacity, impudence, cheek or audacity
I can’t believe that he had the gall to ask that question.
to have good eyes
to be able to see far away or minute details without glasses
When I was younger, I had very good eyes.
to have gorgeous eyes
to have eyes which are beautiful, radiant, lovely, seductive,
engaging, pretty, ravishing, enchanting, stunning
The first thing that I noticed about her was that she had such
gorgeous eyes.
to have great looking hooter

to be well-endowed, voluptuous or busty
Have you seen the new secretary? She sure
has great looking hooters.
to have heavy eyes
to have half asleep or tired eyes, be very tired, half-asleep,
exhausted, sleepy, ready for bed
You have heavy eyes; it’s time for you to go to bed.
to have hell to pay
to reprimand, reprove, yell at, take down a peg or two, call
to account castigate, remonstrate
When you get home you’re going to have hell to pay.
to have horns
to be bad or evil, compare with the devil
I know that you think that I have horns
but you are wrong.
to have horse sense
to be wise, have common sense, be nobody’s fool
He will not be easy to fool, he has horse sense.
to have icy cold eyes
to have an expression which is blank, vacant, expressionless,
indifferent, unfeeling, empty, straight faced or lifeless
It is obvious the type of life that he has had; he has icy cold eyes.
to have in stitches
to make laugh hysterically, have doubled up
in laughter, make laugh to the point of tears
His jokes had everyone in stitches.
to have inside information
to have or become privy to information that is limited to only
a few people, to get exclusive or secret information
I have inside information on your opponent. How much are
you willing to pay for it.

to have in one’s craw
to have in stitches
to make one laugh to the point of tears, make one
laugh hard
His jokes had me in stitches.
to have inviting eyes
to have eyes which are entrancing, enthralling, tantalizing,
spellbinding, appetizing, ravishing, magnetizing, or bewitching
He could not help but fall in love with her; she has such
inviting eyes.
to have it all going on (slang)
to have everything going the way that one
wants, be in an advantageous situation or condition
He is always walking to let everyone know that
he has it all going on.
to have it all sewn up
to win in a landslide so one is in full and total control
After he won the majority, he had the nomination all
sewn up.
to have it in the bag
to be sure, certain or without a doubt, already know
the ending
I was so sure that I had it in the bag. I could not have
been more wrong.
to have it made
to be in a favorable position, be successful,
live an accomplished or successful life
I look at her and smile at her good fortune;
she has it made.
to have laughing eyes
to have eyes which twinkle, glimmer, shimmer, radiate, glisten,
shine or glitter, have eyes which are animated, agile or vivid

What I loved the most was that he had laughing eyes.
to have lip
to have lively eyes
to have eyes which are lively, glinting, twinkling, glowing, glittering,
sparkling, dazzling, bright, shining, lit up, intense or burning
She has such lively eyes when she is teaching.
to have lovely eyes
to have eyes which are brilliant, engaging, pretty, ravishing,
enchanting, stunning, ravishing or lovely
The first thing that I noticed about her was that she had such
lovely eyes.
to have love handles
to have fat around one’s waist
It does not bother me that a man has
love handles.
to have money to burn
to have a surplus of money, have more
money than one will ever need
Most people don’t have money to burn.
to have more than one’s fair share of
to have more than one should or deserves to have
She has had more than her fair share of pain and heartache.
to have mouth
to have moxie
to be nervy or gutsy, have guts or nerves
You have no moxie! You are a coward.
to have nine lives
to be hard to kill or destroy
It won’t be easy to get rid of him; he has nine lives.
to have no backbone

to be spineless, weak, having no backbone or cowardly
He has no backbone so do not expect his support.
to have no body
to be without substance, structure or shape
This essay has no body; it nothing but an introduction
and conclusion.
to have no meat on one’s bones
to be very thin, look or be half-starved, be half-famished
Girl, you need to stop dieting because you have no meat
on your bones.
to have no meat on those bones
to be very thin, look or be half-starved, be half-famished
Girl, you need to stop dieting because you have no meat
on those bones.
to have no use for
to set no store by, snub, think nothing of, see or put
no value in
I have no use for a person who I can not trust.
to have nothing to do with
to cold shoulder, give the cold shoulder to, snub, disregard,
have no use for, ostracize
The fact of the matter is that I want to have nothing to
do with you or your friends.
to have on a leash
to control, harness or restrain
As proof of her authority, she has her husband
on a leash.
to have on a short leash
to strictly control, harness or restrain
As proof of her authority, she has her husband on
a short leash.

(to have) one's bark worse than one's bite
to have one's words be worse than one's action
Don’t worry about her anger; her bark is worse than
her bite.
to have one’s blood on one’s hands
to be responsible for someone's affliction, ruin,
bad fortune or death
You can not deny the fact that you have his blood
on your hand.
to have one’s blood on one’s head
to be responsible for someone's affliction, ruin,
bad fortune or death
You can not deny the fact that you have his blood
on your head.
to have one’s business in the street
to be in the news, in the gossip columns, on
everyone’s tongue or gossiped about
I think that you like having your business
in the street.
to have one’s cake and eat it too
to have everything to one’s advantage and
none of the disadvantages
It is not fair that he can have his cake and
eat it too.
to have one’s ear to the ground
to be attentive, open-eyed, observant or awake
Because of the competitiveness in my work place,
I have always had my ear to the ground.
to have one’s eyes brimming with tears
to be crying, be tearful, have eyes which are moist with tears,
having tears in one’s eyes, have moist, misty or dewy eyes
She had her eyes brimming with tears as she walked away.

to have one’s eyes overflowing with tears
to shed tears, weep, cry, be tearful, have eyes which are
moist with tears, have eyes brimming with tears, have tears
in one’s eyes
While she argued with him, she had her eyes overflowing
with tears.
to have one’s eye on
to be watching, observing, noting, paying attention to,
watching or regarding
He’s not paying attention to what I’m saying, he has his eye
on the woman who just walked into the room.
(to have one's) face be one's fortune
to have one's beauty, rather than one's talents, be
one's blessing, asset, strength, boon or power
She's never developed her mind because she had
always thought that her face would be her fortune.
to have one’s hand strengthened
to be given more power, gain more strength or
power, be in a stronger position
I had my hand strengthened by the incident.
to have one’s hand weakened
to lose power, be weakened, lose strength or power,
be in a weaker position
As a result of the killing, the prime minister had
his hand weakened.
to have one's head in the clouds
to be thinking about other things, be in the ozone or
not all there
I knew that you were going to be writer; you always
had your head in the clouds.
to have one’s head handed to one
to be totally, completely or utterly defeated

In the war, the empire had its head handed to it.
to have one's head screwed on right
to be intelligent, mature for one's age, sensible,
sound or prudent
For someone so young, he sure has his head
screwed on right.
to have one’s heart throb
to have a feeling which is passionate, intense,
burning, ardent or infatuated emotion
My heartthrobs every time I see him.
to have one’s illusions shattered
to confront what is, finally realize the truth,
finally accept reality, confront reality
I had my illusions shattered as a very young girl.
(to have) one’s name be mud
to be in trouble, have problems, be in very
hot water
If I were you, I would get out of here quickly.
Around here your name is mud.
to have one’s nose in every door
to snoop, be a snoop, listen in on other’s conversation, mind
other people’s business, have big ears
She has her nose in every door.
to have penetrating eyes
to appear to be astute, sharp, sound, stable, thoughtful, attentive,
all observant, sensible, intelligent, acute, alert or wide-awake
He has penetrating eyes which seem to see right through me.
to have pink eyes
conjunctivitis, inflamed eyes
to have powerful contacts
to know people who are powerful and influential, know
people with a lot of sway, have friends in high places

Don’t double-cross him because he has powerful contacts.
to have rug rats (slang)
to have children
She has so many rug rats that I don’t know how she
feeds them all.
to have several irons in the fire
to be involved in many different plans and activities
I would not worry about him; he has several irons
in the fire.
(to have something) put away for a rainy day
to have savings or money saved for the future
I don’t understand how you have something put away for
a rainy day after earning so little money for so many years.
(to have something ) trigger one’s memory
to be made to suddenly remember or think of,
remember, recall
This house triggers my memory.
to have the backbone of a banana
to be weak, cowardly or spineless
You have the backbone of a banana so I know
that I can’t trust you.
(to have) the ball in one’s court
to be one’s turn, be up to one, be one’s move
Now that she said what was on her, the
ball was now in his court.
to have the balls
to have the gall, nerve or boldness
Would you believe that he had the balls
to look me in the face?!
to have the bully pulpit
to have the president use his office to push or

advance his agenda
The president had a bully pulpit to convince
the country to go to war.
to have the devil to pay
to have to pay the negative consequence for
one’s behavior
Because of what he did, he going to have the
devil to pay.
to have the edge on
to get unfair aid, help, or assistance
People who are born into a rich family automatically
have the edge on everyone.
to have the face to
to have the nerve, imprudence, boldness, brassiness
or brazenness
I can't believe that you had the face to do what you did.
to have the gift of gab
to be a skilled, articulate, fluent or eloquent speaker
I don’t like him at all but I have to admit that he
has the gift of gab.
to have the hots for (can be considered vulgar)
to yearn or crave sexually, lust after
He is so good looking that I can’t help but
have the hots for him.
to have the jones for (slang)
to crave, desire, strongly want
I have the joins for something sweet.
(to have) the light bulb come on
to learn, to finally understand or get it
When she went to the board, the light came
on and she understood the problem.

(to have) the light bulb go off
to learn, to finally understand or get it
When she went to the board, the light bulb
went off and she understood the problem.
to have the Midas touch
to be a person who can easily make money
I did what he did. However, where I went broke,
he earned millions. He has the Midas touch.
to have the nerve
to be bold, brazen, bold-faced, impertinent, brash
or defiant
She is not at all shy. She has the nerve to do anything.
to have the right of way
to legally be able to go first
The person who arrives at the stop sign first
has the right of way.
to have the runs (slang)
to have diarrhea
to have the scoop
to have the inside information, secrets or news
He has the scoop on everyone in Hollywood.
(to have) the shoe on the other foot
to be in the reverse situation, feel what it is
like to be on the receiving end, taste of one’s
own medicine
Now that the shoe is on the other foot, how
does it feel?
to have the upper hand
to be in a commanding or dominant situation, call
the shots
In almost every situation, he wants to have the
upper hand.

to have the vultures circling
to be waiting for one to fail, collapse or go under
Be very careful. You now have the vultures circling.
to have the world by a tail
to be in one’s best form, see the world as a good
place to live, be at the top of one’s game
Now that my business is doing well, I feel as if that
I have the world by a tail.
to have time on one’s hands
to be unoccupied or idle, have time to waste
The problem is that you have time on
your hands and you don’t know what to do with it.
to have time to burn
to be unoccupied or idle, have time to waste
The problem is that you have time to burn
and you don’t know what to do with it.
to have the eye of
to have the perception, feeling, institution or insight of (the visual)
He has the eye of the artist.
to have 20-20
to see very well, have 20-20 vision, have eyes like a hawk,
be able to see from a great distant
Even though he is fifty years old, he still has 20-20.
to have two left-feet
to be clumsy, tactless or graceless
When he dances he has two left-feet.
to have up one’s sleeves
to hide or conceal something, keep something out of sight
I don’t know what you have up your sleeve but whatever it

is, it’s not going to work.
to hazard a guess
to guess, surmise, infer
I would not even dare hazard a guess who could do this kind of work.
to head a meeting
to lead or preside over a meeting
Who died and gave you permission to head this meeting?!
to head off
to intercept, cut off, stop on the way
He headed off the conversation by talking
about something else.
to hear a catch in one’s voice
to hear the tears or stress in one’s voice
On the phone, I could hear a catch in her voice.
to hear a catch in one’s throat
to hear the tears or stress in one’s voice
On the phone, I could hear a catch in her throat.
to hear it straight from the horse's mouth
to get information or news from its source
I know that it is true; I heard it straight from
the horse’s mouth.
to hedge one’s question
to not answer a question directly
Because of her fear, she is always hedging her questions.
to heist (slang)
to steal, pilfer, rob, pinch, walk away with
He is interested in heisting the bank.
to hem and haw
to hesitate, dodge, equivocate, evade, fudge

Please stop hemming and hawing. Just tell me
yes or no.
to hem in
to pen in, restrict, keep within bounds, hamper, not
allow to move around freely
I do love him but he I feel hemmed in with him.
to henpeck
to hound, bother, badger, annoy, irk, nag, drive up
the wall, harp at
She henpecks her husband from morning until night.
to hide one's head in the sand
to refuse to see or face reality, to ignore, dismiss or
hide from the truth
You can’t hide your head in the sand forever.
to hijack
to commandeer, take over, kidnap
The group hijacked the plane before destroying it.
to hit a brick wall
to have no where else to go, have no way out, not allowed
to continue
They need a third party because they have
hit a brick wall.
to hit a grand slam
to have a big hit, winner, triumph or smash
When he wrote this book; he hit a grand slam.
to hit a stalemate
to have no where else to go, have no way out,
not allowed to continue
They need a third party because they have
hit a stalemate.
to hit below the belt

to act in a manner which is unfair, dirty,
unprincipled or unscrupulous
Be careful. He loves to hit below the belt.
to hit like a ton of bricks
to astound, amaze, surprise or overwhelm
What she said hit me like a ton of bricks.
to hit the books
to study, knuckle down to study
It’s about time to hit the books.
to hit the bottle
to hit the booze, drink as if there were no
tomorrow, live it up, party every night
You have to stop hitting the bottle.
to hit the booze
to hit the bottle, drink excessively, live hard, live
it up
Every Friday, she hits the booze. Is she an alcoholic?
to hit the bull’s eye
be right on target, on the mark, or on the money,
to get it right
Yes, he’s right. You hit the bull’s eye.
to hit the ceiling
to rage, bluster, become very angry
When she told me what she did, I hit the ceiling.
to hit the deck
to get up, rise, wake up, get out of bed, awaken
It’s time to hit the deck; everyone is waiting downstairs.
to hit the hay
to go to sleep, go to bed, turn in
I am too tired to eat; I’m going to hit the hay.

to hit the nail on the head
to get it right, correct, accurate, true or exact
What you said hit the nail on the head.
to hit the roof
to blow up, carry on, rant, get angry
My father hit the roof when he found out.
to hit the sack
to get some sleep, catch a nap, crash
I’ve got to hit the sack before I drop
from exhaustion.
to hit the spot
to be exactly what one wants, satisfied or quenched
That beer hit the spot.
to hit where it hurts
to affect, jar, jolt, impact greatly
What he said hit me where it hurts.
to hitch one’s wagon to more than one star
to set one’s sight on more than one target, have two
primary goals or aims, be attentive or heedful of more
than one objective
I never put all my eggs in one basket; rather, I prefer to hitch
my wagon to more than one star.
to hitch up (slang)
to get married, marry, become husband and wife,
become spouses
We hitched up last summer.
to hog
to take more than one’s share
It is not fair that you hog the television.

to hold a grudge against
to remain angry and resentful long after the insult
has happened, hold onto anger
It makes no more sense to hold a grudge against a
person who no longer is alive. Let it go!
to hold all the cards
to be controlled by the influence or power
of another
He is holding all the cards.
to hold back
to keep back or within bounds, restrain, detain,
hold in check
She held back her son so that he would not
continue fighting.
to hold cheap
to despise, look down on, underestimate, minimize,
undervalue, look down one’s nose at, sell short
She always held cheap everyone outside her group.
to hold fast
to hang on, clutch, grasp, cling to
I held fast onto my father’s hand.
to hold in check
to keep back or within bounds, restrain, detain,
hold back
She held her son in check so that he would not
continue fighting.
to hold onto a grudge
to remain angry and resentful long after the insult
has happened, hold onto anger
Stop holding onto a grudge. What happened is over!
to hold one in contempt
to consider oneself superior to, look down one’s nose at,

disdain, consider one beneath one, thumb one’s nose at, spurn,
The fact of the matter is that I hold you in contempt.
to hold one up to ridicule
to caricature, jeer, scoff at, assail, poke fun at,
knock, laugh at, roast, make fun of
I will not allow you to hold me up to ridicule.
to hold one’s cards close to one’s chest
to not let one’s plans or wants known
You’ll never get any information from him.
He holds his cards close to his chest.
to hold one’s footing
to stand fast, keep body and soul together, survive, weather the
storm, stand fast
I know that it is extremely difficult but you must learn
how to hold your footing.
to hold one’s ground
to survive, weather the storm, stand fast, keep body and soul
together, hold one’s footing
It is not easy to hold one’s ground.
to hold one’s liquor
to be able to drink a great quantity without
getting drunk
She’s weak; she has never been able to hold
her liquor.
to hold the purse strings
to control, dominate or exercise control because
one controls the money
I don’t care what you want; I hold the purse strings.
So what I want is the law.
to hold the reins
to be in charge, be the captain, director or boss,
be in control

Just because you have the money that does not
mean that you hold the reins.
to hold one up to ridicule
to caricature, jeer, scoff at, assail, poke fun at, knock,
laugh at, roast, make fun of
I will not allow you to hold me up to ridicule.
to hoodwink
to deceive, misguide, trick
He hoodwinked everyone.
to hook up
1.
to hitch, connect, couple, link, link up
I can hook up all the people involved.
2.

to become romantically involved, marry (slang)
We hooked up last year.

to horse around
to play, fool or clown around, not be serious
I wish that you would stop horsing around. This is
not a game.
to hound
to bother, annoy, irk, nag, drive up the wall, harp
at, henpeck
If you don’t stop hounding me, I will scream.
to hunger for
to lust or letch after, thirst, yearn, crave, pine, or ache for, have
a yen for, be itching for, be strongly attracted to, pant for
She hungers for him with eyes that show everything which
she feels.
to hurry-scurry
to tear around, scuffle, whiz, hurry or rush about, move
around quickly
All this hurrying-scurrying does no good.

to hype up
to exaggerate, overstate, stretch the truth, inflate
Why are you hyping up the numbers? They are
already bad.
to issue a blank check
to give carte blanche, permit anything, give way to, give
full authority to, give one the run of the place
You’re having so much trouble because you issue a
blank check to your husband.
to jones for (slang)
to crave, want, desire
I was jonsing for something sweet.
to jump down one’s throat
to chastise, lambaste, call down, jump all over, chew out
I am tired of you jumping down my throat.
to jump all over
to skin alive, chastise, chew out, roast, give a tongue-lashing
Please don’t jump all over me; I was not responsible to him.
to I.D.
to check one’s identification card to determine if one is
old enough to enter into a bar or club)
When I have to I.D.. the clients, I always have problems.
to ice out
to exclude or keep out
The administration iced out those reporters who asked
bold questions.
to idle away time
to fritter away, waste, squander, misspend
All you know how to do is to idle away time.

to incline one’s head
to acknowledging another’s greeting or statement
Even though he was talking on the phone, he
inclined his head each time she finished a statement.
to jar
to greatly impact, ruffle, discompose,
disquiet, stir
The report jarred me quite a bit.
to jazz up
to make more dynamic, exciting, interesting
or colorful
You need to jazz this up.
to jeer
to hold one up to ridicule, caricature, knock,
laugh at, roast, make fun of, assail, poke fun at,
You should not jeer your enemy.
to jerk one around
to waste, take up, squander or fritter away
one’s time
You need to stop jerking me around. Either
you want the product or not.
to jibe (slang)
to agree, be in agreement or of the same mind,
think alike, go hand in glove
We jibe so you are wasting your time trying to
convince me.
to join forces
to work, struggle, fighter or join together
We need to join forces and win.
to join the other side
to betray, sell out, go over to the other side, change
one’s side

Because he joined the other side, they
tried to destroy him.
to jolt
to upset, greatly impact, ruffle, discompose, unsettle, stir
The report jolted me like very few things have.
to jot down
to mark, write, take or put down
(in a quick manner)
I know that you have to leave but could
you jot down my address and telephone
number just in case.
to jump all over one
to admonish, chastise, let have it, give
hell to
They jumped all over me when they found
out the truth.
to jump at
to act quickly or in haste, take advantageous
of situation that will not last
He jumped at the opportunity to buy the car.
to jump down one’s throat
to scold, chastise, chide, reprimand, bawl out
Why are you jumping down my throat? What are
you so angry about.
to jump in without thinking
to throw oneself in, dash in, lunge in
You are always jumping in without thinking. It is
time that you think before acting.
to jump on the bandwagon
to join the group or crowd, get with the program
I’ll jump on the bandwagon, if you can promise me that

there will be no reprisal.
to jump out of the frying pan into the fire
to go from one problem to another one which is worst
Leaving her husband to live with her new boyfriend is
to jump out of the frying pan into the fire.
to jump the broom (African-American)
to get married or hitched, be married
We jumped the boom and afterwards had a gigantic party.
to jump the gun
1.
to act hastily or irrationally, panic, overreact
You must stop jumping the gun and act more rationally
2.

to start before everyone else, act prematurely (in a race)
Because you jumped the gun, your win does not count.

to jump through hoops
to do or put oneself through the most difficult process,
if necessary, to get what one needs or wants
It was not easy getting certified; I had to jump through an
unbelievable number of hoops.
to jump to conclusion
to act without thinking first, conclude first and think later
You should not jump to conclusion before knowing all the facts.
to just make it
to almost fail, make it by the skin of one’s teeth, have
a close call, barely succeed
Luckily, I just made it.
to keel over
to faint, black out, collapse
She keeled over the minute that she saw him.
to keep a cool head
to not get excited, maintain one’s self-control,
remain composed or unruffled

It is sometimes almost impossible to keep a
cool head.
to keep a level head
to remain cool, not get excited, maintain one’s
self-control
In a high pressured situation, one must
keep a level head.
to keep a low-profile
to avoid or evade attention, remain out or
sight
Ever since what happened, she has been keeping
a low-profile.
to keep an eye on
to watch closely or carefully, keep or maintain
a vigil on
While I was in the store, they kept an eye on me.
to keep at arm’s length
to maintain or keep at a distant
I like her but, because I don’t trust her, I keep
her at arm’s length.
to keep at it
to continue, perverse, persist, keep on
I know that it is hard but you must keep at it. You
have no other choice.
to keep at bay
to avoided, side-step, keep at a distant, put aside,
evade, avoid, keep at a distant, keep at arm’s length
So that I won’t have any problems, I rather keep at bay all
those people.
to keep body and soul together
to ward off, avert poverty, keep the wolf from
the door

As a single mother, I was barely able to keep body and
soul together.
to keep by
to set apart, lay by, keep in reserve, reserve
If you keep by money every month, you can save quite
a bit.
to keep one's fingers crossed
to hope or wish for good luck
I am on your side; I’ll keep my fingers crossed.
to keep hanging
to maintain in suspense or in doubt, keep in doubt
I refuse to allow you to keep me hanging any longer.
Decide now!
to keep one in one’s sight
to watch, observe, follow, keep an eye on
Follow him and please keep him in your sight. Our
lives depend on it.
to keep on
to continue, not stop, persist
I will keep on believing despite the criticisms.
to keep one’s ear to the ground
to remain attentive, open-eyed, observant or awake
Because of the competitiveness in my work place,
I keep my ear to the ground.
to keep out of one’s way
to blacklist, blackball, cut, shun, shrink away from, cold
shoulder, steer clear of, shy away from
He’s crazy; therefore, I would keep out of his way.
to keep out of the way of
to shrink away from, evade, recoil from, elude, steer

clear of, shy away from
If I were you, I would keep out of the way of his family.
to keep a straight face
to not change one's expression despite the situation,
remain stoic
Even though everyone else was laughing hysterically,
he kept a straight face during the entire show.
to keep in mind
to remember, not forget, keep present
Keep in mind that you are also a human being.
to keep at arm's length
to stave off, keep at a distant, put aside, evade, avoid, shun,
keep at bay, fend off, evade
He does not want to have friends; he keeps everyone
at arm’s length.
to keep in the shade
to main hidden, obscured, screened, shrouded,
camouflaged, veiled, concealed, disguised
You need to keep in the shade.
to keep one’s fingers crossed
to hope, wish or desire for the best
I'll keep my fingers crossed that everything goes
according to plan.
to keep one’s guard up
to remain guarded or closed to others
It is not easy to keep one’s guard up when one is
with children.
to keep one’s head above water
to have only what is sufficient to live, barely make
a living
Although I am not earning a lot of money, I am able

to keep my head above water.
to keep one’s hooks in
to maintain or keep under one’s control
He is calling you again only so that he keeps his
hooks in you.
to keep one’s wit about one
to react quickly and wisely, act or conduct
oneself in a smart and efficient way
The minute he saw what was happening,
he kept his wits about him.
to keep tabs on
to keep in one’s sight, watch, observe, follow, keep an eye
on, watch over, know where one is watch over, know where
one is
Can you please keep tabs on my son. I have to
go to the office for an hour or so.
to keep the ball rolling
to continue, carry on, persist, persevere
Once her husband left her, it was hard for her to
keep the ball rolling but she did.
to keep the wolf from the door
to barely eke out, be barely getting by or only keeping
body and soul together
While my son was growing up, it was not is to keep
the wolf from the door.
to keep throwing something up in one's face
to mention or recall a past mistake or incident
again and again in order to rebuke, reprimand
or reproach, dwell on
He keeps throwing the affair up in my face.
to keep to one’s knitting
to mind one’s own business, concern oneself with what
one is doing

What he needs to do is keep to his knitting.
to keep under one’s hat
to keep or maintain secret, not say anything,
maintain one’s mouth shut
Keep this under your hat that Mary is expecting again.
to keep within bounds
to restrict, confine, wall in, box or hem in, hold in check
It is your responsibility to keep within bounds all
your supporters.
to kick (a habit)
to successfully control or stop a harmful activity
It took a long time but I finally kick smoking.
to kick around an idea
to discuss, talk over, debate or go over an idea
Let’s kick around this idea before writing anything
down.
to kick back
to bribe, give hush money, pay off, buy off
It is illegal to have your workers kick back money to you.
to kick down
to open by force or by violence (i.e. the door)
The police kicked down the door to get into
the house.
to kick off
to start, begin, launch, put or set into motion, start the
ball rolling
It’s important that someone kicks off this event.
to kick one’s ass (slang/ vulgar)
to beat one up, win one in a fight

I kicked his ass after insulting my mother.
to kick one’s rear end (slang/can be considered vulgar)
to beat one up, win one in a fight
I kicked his rear end after insulting my mother.
to kick sand in one’s face
to show one’s strength by taking advantage of someone
else’s relative weakness
He loved to show how strong he was by kicking sand in
other boys face.
to kick the bucket (slang)
to expire, die, be no more, draw one’s last
He’s about to kick the bucket.
to kick up one’s heel
to celebrate, party, have a good time
It is Friday and payday. I feel like kicking up
my heels.
to kick upstairs
to promote to a position of less responsibility as
a result of one’s incompetence, lower or downgrade
one’s level of responsibility, get rid of
Why didn’t they just fired rather than kick him
upstairs.
to kid around
to joke or play, tease, joke or fool around
You need to stop kidding around and get serious.
to kick the shit out of
to beat badly or almost senseless
Last night, he kicked the shit of the man.
to kill two birds with one stone
to achieve two goals with a single effort

This is the perfect opportunity to kill two birds
with one stone.
to kiss off (slang)
to dismiss from one’s thoughts, snub, cut, dismiss from
one’s mind, tell one to get lost, brush off, cold shoulder
He kissed off his girlfriend without any type of warning.
to kiss one’s feet
to demonstrate one’s willingness to stoop, fawn,
cringe or bow in front of
Kissing his feet will get you what you want but
will lose my respect.
to knife one in the back
to betray, sell out, sell down the river, join
the other side
When he knifed me in the back, I lost all
desires to live.
to knit one's brow
to think, concentrate, mediate on, ponder
I always know, by the way he knits his brow, when he's
trying to solve a problem.
to knock
to poke fun at, make a laughing stock of, laugh at,
make fun of, poke fun of, criticize
Because of the way that she acts, she is always
knocking everyone.
to knock down a few drinks
to swallow, drink or gulp a few glasses of alcohol
When I went out Friday night, I knocked down
a few drinks.
to knock for a loop
to astound, surprise or leave dumbfounded

What he said knocked me for a loop.
to knock oneself out
to do everything possible, bend over backwards, go all
out, shoot one’s bolt
It won’t do any good but, if it will make you feel better,
knock yourself out.
to knock over
to make fall or tumble, spill, spill over
He knocked over the glass on purpose.
to knock the chip off one’s shoulder
to provoke, challenge, dare, affront
As a form of a dare, many children dare their opponent
to knock the chip off their shoulder.
to knock the socks off
to greatly affect, impress or impact
His kiss knocked my socks off.
to knock the wind out of
to be that which stupefies, amazes or stuns
His first rejection letter from the publisher
knock the wind out of him.
to know inside out
to know very well, have memorized, know
by heart
I have seen this movie so many times
that I know it inside out.
to knuckle down
to apply oneself earnestly, exert oneself,
work hard
If you're going to pass, you have to
knuckle down.
to kowtow

to bow down to, prostrate oneself, bow and scrape, kiss
the hem of
You are always kowtowing to your boss.
to labor in vain
to work hard for nothing, strike out, come
nothing, fizzle
In this semester, I labored in vain with this class.
to land on one’s feet
to recover or recuperate from trouble or
hardship in good condition
When I was fired I never imagined that I would
land on my feet.
to lap up
to absorb, suck up, drink or take in
She lapped up all his lies because she wanted
to believe him.
to last longer than
to outlast, live longer than, outlive, last out,
endure, weather, weather the storm, be the last to fall
He lasted longer than everyone; therefore, he should
be congratulated.
to laugh at
to poke fun at, kid, make fun of, poke fun of
She is always laughing at people.
They roasted their friend as a result of getting
a bald head.
to laugh off
to not take seriously or with a grain of salt, consider
insignificant
Initially, he laughed off my evaluation.
to lay an egg

to fail, not go too good, bomb, flop
When I gave the speech, I laid an egg.
to lay by
to set apart, keep by, keep in reserve, reserve
If you lay by money every month, you can save quite
a bit.
to lay by the wayside
to dismiss as insignificant, no longer continue
thinking about, disregard
I am asking you to temporarily lay your aspirations
by the wayside.
to lay down one’s arms
to stop fighting, give up, surrender, rise the white flag,
submit, succumb
Before we talk, you must first lay down your arms.
to lay down the law
1.
to draw a line in the sand, stop, halt,
constrain
Because my father has laid down the law,
I can’t go out with you anymore.
2.

to be the one in charge or the one who
determines what is what, be in control
Understand, he is the only person who has
the right to lay down the law.

to lay it on thick
to flatter excessively, butter up, over do
It is not necessary to lay it on so thick. You got the job.
to lay off
to fire, dismiss from work, send one home because
there is no more work
To lay off an employee is no longer temporary; it is
now another way of firing someone.

to lay one’s cards on the table
to let one’s plans be known, not hide or conceal
what one wants or feels
She laid her cards on the table and told him
that she loved him.
to lead a charmed life
to live a life free of problems or struggle, lead an
easy life
He has no idea what he is talking about. Because
one is rich that does not mean that he or she leads
a charmed life.
to lead a dog's life
to lead or have a hard or difficult life
Many of the most successful people had to,
at one time, lead a dog’s life.
to lead astray
to throw off the scent, mislead, lead astray,
give a bum steer to, deceive, misguide, misdirect
You can lead him astray. He like a dog with
a bone.
to lead on
to look sweet at, flirt with, tease, make goo-goo eyes
at (but with no intention of following through)
Can’t you see that he is only leading you on. He
is married.
to leaf through the pages
to glance at briefly, scan, scrutinize, skim, skim
and scan
The women ran their eyes over her dress and,
afterwards, snickered.
to lean on
to pressure, coerce, impel, oblige, compel

The gangsters are no longer able to lean on
the merchants of the community.
to leave flatfooted
to pass by, leave in the dust, outstrip, overtake
and leave behind
I hate to admit but he left me flatfooted.
to leave high and dry
to betray, abandon, desert
As soon as we began to have problems, he
left me high and dry.
to leave holding the bag
to abandon, run out on, desert, jilt, leave high and
dry
He left me holding the bag so I was forced to
face the consequences alone.
to leave in the dust
to pass by, leave flatfooted, outstrip, overtake
and leave behind
I hate to admit but he left me in the dust.
to leave in the lurch
to forsake, abandon, run out on, desert, jilt, leave
high and dry
He left me in the lurch.
to leave no doubt
to make clear, explain in detail, make plain,
spell out
He left no doubt that he no longer loved her.
to leave no options
to require, demand, put in a box or in a situation
with no out
No matter what I want, the truth is that they are
leaving me with no options.

to leave no stone unturned
to look all over, search or look up and down, to scour,
comb through
I will leave no stone unturned to find the money.
My life is depending on it.
to leave off
to stop, discontinue, close or shut the door on, close down
I wish that you would leave off.
to leave out in the cold
to lay aside, disregard, abandon, reject
Once he start making money, he left me
out in the cold.
to leave speechless
to astound, dumbfound, astonish
What he said left me speechless.
to leave the nest
to grow up and leave home, make one’s home apart from
one’s family
The way that the economy is, I don’t know if I will ever
be able to leave the nest.
to leave without leaving a trace
to disappear from sight, disappear without leaving a trace, be
swallowed up, vanish into thin air, disappear off the face of
the earth
I have no idea where he is; he left without leaving a trace.
to leave without saying goodbye
to run away from, escape, leave
He left without saying goodbye so God only
knows where he is.
to let have it
to admonish, chastise, reprimand, holler at

Boy, did my parent let me have it. I’m not able
to leave the house for a month.
to let leak out
to tell, inform or give away a secret
She let it leak out that I was leaving the next day.
to let loose
to set loose, untie, free, untie, disenthrall, let go, unchain,
liberate ,turn loose
I am begging you to let loose this man. He is innocent.
to let off the hook
to not hold responsible, take the responsibility
of or from
You do him no favor letting him off the hook.
to let one get one’s goat
to annoy, both, irk, get on one’s nerve, aggravate,
get under one’s skin, give one fits
Each and every time I let him get my goat.
to let one have it with both barrels
to harshly criticize, attack, judge in a very harsh manner
When we got home from the party, he let me have it with
both barrels.
to let out
1.
to release from confinement (i.e. jail or prison)
I’m hoping that they let me out of here soon.
2.

to disclose, reveal or tell a secret
She let out the fact that I was leaving.

to let sleeping dogs lie
to leave things as they, not disturb or change the
status quo
I know that you want to bring everything out in the

open but I think that you should let sleeping dogs lie.
to let slip
to say accidentally, divulge information by mistake
She let slip that she did not like her boss.
to let the cat out of the bag
to have a loose mouth, blab, babble, dish the dirt
You are always letting the cat out of the bag.
to let the chips fall where they may
to not be preoccupied or worried about the results
or the consequences
Print the report and, afterwards, let the chips fall
where they may.
to level
to smash, destroy, crush, rout, burn to the ground
The soldiers were ordered to level the village.
to lick one’s boots
to demonstrate one’s willingness to stoop, fawn,
cringe or bow in front of
Licking his boots will get you what you want but
will lose my respect.
to lick one’s feet
to demonstrate one’s willingness to stoop, fawn,
cringe or bow in front of
Licking his feet will get you what you want but
will lose my respect.
to light into
to analyze, critique and, afterwards destroy
He lit into me because he did not like my behavior.
to light out
to fly the coop, clear out, flee, beat a hasty retreat

When he heard the siren, he lit out of there.
to linger on
to be dying gradually and slowly but still surviving,
will oneself not to die, be only barely living
He is lingering on because he still isn’t ready to
leave his wife and children
to listen to the flip side (of the argument)
to pay attention or listen to the other or
different side
I know what you think but have you ever listened
to the flip side.
to live down
to be able to survive and go beyond a bad
decision or a disgrace
I don’t know if she will can live down what
she did during the half-time show. Everyone
is still so angry.
to live hard
to live as if there were no tomorrow, be excessive,
go whole hog, indulge, live extravagantly
It should not be a surprise that she is now sick; she
has always lived hard
to live high
live high on the hog, live well or extravagantly
She is not going to be able to stand being poor;
she has always lived high.
to live in a dog-eat-dog world
to live in a very competitive world
It is no fun to live in a dog-eat-dog world.
to live in the lap of luxury
to live a very easy and comfortable life
Those children don’t know what hardship is

since they have always lived in the lap of luxury.
to live it up
to spend money as if there were no tomorrow,
celebrate, paint the town red
Before I leave tonight, we are going to live it up.
to live under a cloud
to be suspected, suspicious or distrusted
Because of the accusations, he is now living
under a cloud.
to live under one’s roof
to live in one’s house
While you are living under my roof, you are going to follow
my rules.
to live under the same roof
to live together, inhabit the same home
We no longer live under the same roof.
to lock horns
to argue, go at it, brawl
I wish that you two would get along instead of
always locking horns.
to lock the barn door once the horse is out
to have no recourse, be too late to do anything,
no longer make any sense, cry over spilt milk
It is senseless to continue talking about how unfair
the election was. There’s nothing to be done; you can’t
lock the barn door once the horse is out.
to long
to desire, yearn, burn, crave or ache for
I long to see him again; I miss him so much.
to look a gift horse in the mouth
to be very critical, overly critical, not be grateful or

thankful for, look at with suspicion or skepticism
on one’s good fortune
Take the gift and thank your good luck. Otherwise, you
will be looking a gift horse in the mouth.
to look at directly in the face
to not lower one’s gaze, look at in the eye without blink or
unblinkingly, talk to or discuss with someone frankly, candidly and
directly without blinking or hesitating
Some killers can not look at their victims directly in the face.
to look at from the corner of one’s eyes
1.
to look at in a manner which is awry, wry, obliquely
or dubiously
2.

to look at suspiciously, unbelievingly or disapprovingly
I don’t think that he trusts me; he is always looking
at me from the corner of his eyes.

to look at life through rose colored glasses
to be credulous, ingenuous or too believing
You must stop looking at life through rose
colored glasses.
to look at one crookedly
to squint, look out of squint-eyed, look at suspiciously,
unbelievingly or disapprovingly
When I told him how much I earned he looked at me crookedly.
to look at one’s feet
to look down, no longer have eye contact, lower
one’s head, look at the floor
I knew that she had done it because she kept
looking at her feet.
to look at one sideways
1.
to look at suspiciously, unbelievingly or disapprovingly
2.

to look at in a manner which is awry, wry, obliquely
or dubiously
While I walked into the room, he kept looking at

me sideways.
to look at one squarely in the face
to challenge, confront, encounter, provoke, meet
defiantly, defy, show no fear, defy openly
I looked at him squarely in the face and told him
the truth.
to look at unblinkingly
to look at directly without blinking, look at openly
and candidly
He look at her unblinkingly while she spoke.
to look at the floor
to look down, no longer have eye contact, lower
one’s head, not look one in the eyes
Stop looking at the floor and look at me.
to look daggers at
to have an expression of intense anger or disgust
on one’s face
She looked daggers at her ex-boyfriend as he walked
into the party with his new girlfriend.
to look dimly on
to show disapproval, opposition or resistance, snub,
take exception to, repudiate, frown upon, take a dim view of
I still look dimly on the South and much of what it stands for.
to look down upon
to hold one in contempt, consider oneself superior
to, look down one’s nose at, disdain, consider one
beneath one
You know that it is time that you stop looking down
upon everyone.
to look down at
to hold one in contempt, consider oneself superior
to, look down one’s nose at, disdain, consider one
beneath one

Who are you to look down at me?
to look high and low
to beat about, search out, rummage or rake through
He looked high and low for those keys but never found them.
to look like a plucked chicken
to be skinny, emaciated, wasted or frail
Ever since she has lost that weight, she looks
like a plucked chicken.
to look like an asinine
to look foolish, absurd, ludicrous or ridiculous
You look like an ass at the ceremony.
to look like an ass
to look foolish, absurd, ludicrous or ridiculous
You look like an ass at the ceremony.
to look like an asshole
to look foolish, absurd, ludicrous or ridiculous
You look like an asshole at the ceremony.
to look like death warmed over
to look down one’s nose at
to be conceited, look upon with scorn, snobbish or proud
He is always looking down his nose
at everyone.
to look grubby (slang)
to appear to be dirty, unkempt, not well-groomed or unclean
Where have you been? Why do you look so grubby.
to look like butter would not melt in one’s mouth
to appear or give the appearance of innocence or
goodness

She only looks like butter would not melt in
her mouth .
to look like shit
to look bad, horrible or sick
God, didn’t you sleep last night? You look
like shit.
to look like someone shot one’s dog
to look very sad or depressed, be downcast
What’s the matter? It looks like someone
shot your dog.
to look like something that the cat
dragged in
to look bad, horrible or sick
Girl, what has happened. You look like
something that the cat dragged in.
to look like the cat’s breakfast
to be dirty, unkempt, grubby, grungy or messy
Normally, she looks like the cat’s breakfast.
to look like the back of the bus (slang)
to be rather ugly, not good looking, hard on the eyes
or not much for looks
All I have to say is that she looks like the back of
the bus.
to look the other way
to purposely keep one’s eyes shut or closed to,
choose not to see, neglect
You can not look the other way. She needs you
to face reality.
to look right through
to brush off, pretend not see, ignore, disregard,
cold shoulder
When she does not want to acknowledge you, she

can look right through.
to look up and down
to look at one aggressively as if to challenge, follow
one with one’s eyes, check out with the eyes, give
the once over
When I walked into the room, she looked me
up and down.
to look upstairs and downstairs
to look everywhere for, search for, rummage
Before I gave up, I look upstairs and downstairs.
to lose face
to shame face, belittle, put down, humiliate, shame,
embarrass, humble, demean, disgrace, reduce
He left town to live in another town because he
lost face.
to lose ground
to lose power, one’s standing, no longer be on
steady ground, fall behind
Once I had lost my father, I had kept losing ground
until it had become impossible to catch up.
to lose one’s sense of balance
to be off balance, taken aback or surprised
For about a moment, as a result of his confession, I lost
my sense of balance.
to lose its nuance
to lose the small or subtle details
When arguing, it is important that you don’t lose
your argument’s nuance.
to lose one’s cool
to explode, lose one’s temper, become enrage, lose one’s hold
Don't lose your cool over such a silly thing.

to lose one’s sense of proportion
to exaggerate, overdo, make too much of
As result of being mugged, she has lost her sense
of proportion. She is afraid of all strangers.
to lose one’s sense of reality
to have one’s head up in the cloud, begin to live in a
fantasy world, be in one’s own world
Because she has won all that money, she has lost her
sense of reality.
to lose one’s shirt
to lose, squander or spend everything
He lost his shirt in the stock market.
to lose one’s temper
to have a tantrum, rant and rave, storm, rage, bellow
explode
You have to control yourself and not lose your temper.
to lose sight of
to not be seen, be ignored, forgotten
or overlooked
If you lose sight of the greater and
real problem, we are in real trouble.
to lose the day
to lose, not succeed, be defeated, fail
What can I say? Despite all his struggle, we have
to admit to losing the day.
to lose weight
to be getting thinner, lose pounds
She looks so much better since she has lost
weight.
to louse up
to blunder, botch up, mess up, make a bad mistake

I loused up badly. I no longer work there.
to luck out
to be fortunate, lucky, blessed with luck
When I married my husband, I feel that I lucked out.
to make a beeline for
to go directly to
After school, the children always make a
beeline to the kitchen.
to make a big splash
to make a big impression, do that which is
unparalleled, unique or notable
From the very beginning, he made a big
splash in the world of art.
to make a big thing out of nothing
to inflate, exaggerate, overstate
He is always making a big thing out
of nothing.
to make a big thing out of nothing
to make a mountain out of a mole hill, dramatize,
much ado about nothing, exaggerate
You are exaggerating. Why do you always make a
big thing out of nothing.
to make a boo-boo
to make a blunder, mistake or blunder
I made a boo-boo that will stay with me for years.
to make a break for
to run or move quickly in the direction of
He made break for the door and ran so quickly that I

couldn’t do anything to stop him.
to make a bundle
to earn a lot of money
I’m going to pay a lot of taxes this year because I
made a bundle.
to make a check out to
to write a check for a specific purpose
I need to make a check out to the school.
to make a chump out of
to take in, trick, fool, lead astray
I have to admit that he did make a chump out of me.
to make a clean breast of
to confess, talk, get it off one’s chest, spill the beans or
one’s guts, let out
As soon as he saw his mother, he made a clean breast
of everything.
to make a clean get away
to make good one’s escape, get free,
get away safely
It was not easy but I was able to
make a clean get away.
to make a clean sweep of
to cast away, completely remove or eliminate, purge,
do away with
No more discussion; it’s time to make a clean sweep
of everything.
to make a comeback
to return to one’s career after being absent for
a long period (usually refer to someone famous)
She is trying to make a comeback after all these years.

to make a day of it
to do something for the entire day
We’ll going to make a whole day of it. Hopefully, we
will get everything done.
to make a dent in
to finally begin to accomplish doing something
I have finally made a dent in my work. I think that
by the end of the week, I’ll have everything done.
to make a face
to grimace, show one's distaste or disgust
When I told him my plans, he made a face.
to make a false step
to be make a bad or wrong step, make a misstep
When I went started taking drugs, I made a false step.
to make a fast buck
to get or earn money easily (usually in an illegal
or improper manner)
Because he is a hustler, he is used to making
a fast buck.
to make a federal case out of
to exaggerate, blow out of proportion, build up
I said that it was a mistake; I wish that you stop
making a federal case out of nothing.
to make a federal case of
to make a mountain out of a molehill, exaggerate,
aggrandize, blow out of proportion
Why do you always make a federal case of everything?
to make a fool of
to make one look stupid, silly or stupid, deceive, pull a fast
one, make a monkey out of

He made a fool of you and everyone in your family.
to make a fool out of
to do something that causes a person to appear
silly, ridiculous or stupid
You have no one to blame but yourself. You made
a fool out of yourself.
to make a friend
to become a friend with, to establish a relationship with
I have always found it difficult to make a friend.
to make a fuss over
to pamper someone, to treat someone or some situation special
She is such a doting mother. She’s always making
a fuss over her children.
to make a fuss over
to worry or fret about, to overreact
He is always making over a fuss over every problem.
He should learn to pick his battles.
to make a go of it
to attempt something, to try to accomplish something
which is somewhat difficult
Graduate school is not easy but I’m going to make a go of it.

to make a good call
to make a good decision or judgment
This time that you did not make a good call.
to make a half-hearted effort
to not really try, be indifferent or lukewarm
about what one is doing
I am not surprised that you did not do very well.
This semester you’ve made only a half-hearted

effort.
to make a hit
to kill someone as a result of being hired, to kill for money
He made a hit last night.
to make a hit with
to be successful with, to impress, touch, win over
My boyfriend sure made a hit with my family.
to make a killing
to be extremely successful (in the area of making money)
I made a killing in the stock market.
to make a killing
to make a lot of money
He made a killing in the stock market.
to make a landing
to land or set down an airplane, touch down
It is not easy making a landing in this airport.
to make a laughing stock of
to poke fun at, knock, laugh at, make fun of, poke fun of
Because of the way that she acts, she is always making
a laughing stock of herself.
to make a living
to earn the salary necessary to pay one’s expenses
With this job I could never make a living.
to make a long face
to show on one’s face that one is blue, sad, down
or depressed
The minute that I gave him the news, he made a long face.
to make a long story, short
to summarize, be succinct, make as brief as possible,

put it in a nutshell
To put it in a nutshell, he loves her and wants to marry
her.
to make a long story short
to finish a story which has appeared endless, to bring a long
story to an end
To make a long story, short. You have to learn to speak Spanish.
to make a meal of
to eat a large quantity of only one particular thing
When I was a student, I would frequently make a meal
of popcorn every night.
to make a mental note of
to remember, not forget, keep in mind
I will make a mental note of never coming back here.
to make a monkey out of
to make one look stupid, silly or stupid, deceive, pull a fast
one, make a fool out of
He made a monkey out of you and everyone in your family.
to make a mountain out of a molehill
to overreact, exaggerate, hype
There is no need to make a mountain out of
a molehill. It’s bad enough.
to make a name for
to become famous or known
He made a name for himself in the field of graphics.
to make a night of
to stay up all night to do or accomplish something
I made a night of studying. I need to pass this test.
to make a note of

to write or jot something down (so not to forget it later)
I have to make a note of the fact that I can buy it here.
to make a nuisance of
to be a pest, pain or thorn, to get on someone’s nerve
I wish that you would stop making a nuisance of yourself.
to make a pass
to flirt with, lead on, tease, tantalize
I can’t believe that young man made a pass
at me; I’m old enough to be his mother.
to make a pile
to earn or pocket a lot of money
When she sold her house, she made a pile.
to make a point
to make a pitch for
to promote oneself or sell a product by talking positively about it
He’s in the other room making a pitch for a monster movie.
to make a play for
to flirt with or look sweet at in order to win
one’s affection
I can’t believe that he is making a play for
such a beautiful woman.

to make a quick buck
to make a lot of money quickly and easily
Yes, it is true. If you sell drugs you can
make a quick buck.
to make a slip
to accidentally divulge a secret or let the cat
out of the bag

I made a slip that I still regret.
to make a stump speech
to give a speech to get political support for an issue
He made a stump which was flat and unenthusiastic.
to make allowances for
to make excuses, apologies or justifications for
You are always making allowances for him. Why?
to make amends for
to pay reparations for, to compensate, to recompense
In order to get out of prison, you have to make amends.
to make amends to
to apologize to, make good or right, beg pardon of
I don’t think that you could make amends to your son. He
will never forgive your abandonment.
to make an about face
to backpedal, change one's position or opinion 360°,
backtrack, reverse oneself, renounce, withdraw, change
one's position or opinion 180°
He made an about face when he found out the truth.
to make an all out effort
to try very hard, do one’s best to accomplish something
I made an all out effort to save my marriage.
to make an appearance
to briefly appear, but not stay, in a place
All I can promise you that I’ll try to make an appearance.
to make an appointment
to schedule a time to meet someone or to be somewhere
I made an appointment for tomorrow.
to make an exception

to not include, exclude, leave out
You can’t make an exception to any organization. Everyone must
follow the law.
to make an exhibition of
to embarrass oneself by making oneself the center of attention
If I go out like this, I will make an exhibition of myself.
to make an impression
to impress, effect, provoke strong emotions
He surely knows how to make an impression. I won’t be
forgetting him anytime soon.
to make an issue of
to take issue with, make something into an important point
The Congress will make an issue of his behavior.
to make an uproar
to cause a tumult, sensation, public sensation, fuss or frenzy
When she came into the party with that dress, she made an uproar.
to make believe
to pretend, make like, act as if or though
You can’t make believe that what happened didn’t.
to make do
to get through, only be making it, survive, get by, scrape
along, make do, get along
I know that you are only surviving but at least you are
making do.
to make die a thousand deaths
to humiliate, shame face, belittle, shame, embarrass,
humble, demean, disgrace, make eat humble pie, eat crow
My son’s humiliation make me die a thousand deaths.
to make draw away from
to make shudder, shrink, extremely ill-at-ease

or nervous
His speech made me draw away from him.
to make eat crow
to humble, humiliate, shame, put to shame
She had made him eat crow before she forgave me.
to make eat humble pie
to destroy someone's self-satisfaction or smugness,
humble, shame
Before you are rehired, he will make him eat crow.
to make ends meet
to eke out, be barely getting by, keep afloat,
be barely subsisting or surviving
Living in Santa Barbara, it is difficult to
make ends meet.
to make fun of
to mock, deride, laugh at
You should not make fun of anyone.
to make faces
1.
to twist, contort or distort one’s face as a direct or indirect way of
showing one’s feelings, suspicion, disagreement or doubt
As I was explaining my side of the story, the policeman showed me
what he thought of it by making faces.
2.

to amuse, entertain or gesture with the face
So that the child would stop crying, she made faces.

to make game of
to make a laughing stock of, poke fun of, laugh at, poke
fun at, knock, laugh at, roast, kid, laugh in one’s face
I don’t understand why he is always making game of
his brother.
to make goggle eyes at
to look at someone in such a way to show one’s
interest, make google eyes at, flirt at

She keeps making goggle eyes at the new little
boy in class.
to make good
to succeed, have success, attain or reach
one’s goal, complete
I told you that I would make good but you
did not have faith.
to make good one’s escape
to make a clean get away, get free,
get away safely
It was not easy but I was able to
make good my escape.
to make a great show of
to do something in a showy, flashy, garish or loud manner
He is always making a great show of everything that he does.

to make head or tails out of
to understand, decipher or decode
I can’t make head or tails out of anything that he said.
to make it
1.
to pull through, live through, survive, not be
conquered or defeated
I don’t know how she made it but she did.
2.

to succeed, reached or attain one’s goal, rise in the
world
After twenty years of working in the music industry,
I finally made it.

to make it on one’s own
to go it alone, shift for oneself, fend for oneself, take care
of oneself
It is not easy to make it on your own; however, it is not
impossible.

to make good one’s break
to successfully escape, flee or get away
It was not easy but I did made good my break.
to make like
to pretend, make believe, concoct
Stop making like it didn’t happen. It did!
to make mince meat (out) of
to mess up, screw up, botch up, do badly
I made mince meat out of this paper; I had
no idea what I was doing.
to make much ado about nothing
to dramatize, exaggerate, make a mountain out of
a molehill, magnify, overstress
All of this is to make much ado about nothing.
to make no bones about it
to act or speak openly, to not beat around the bush
I have made no bones about it; I do not like him.
to make no difference
to not be important, be unimportant,
not worry
It makes no difference who you are; you
are welcomed.
to make off with
to kidnap, abduct, snatch, carry off
They tried to make off with the little girl. Thankfully,
they were not successful.
to make for
to head or go towards, be bound or headed for
I’m going to make for my house. I’m really tired.

to make for
to attack, assault, descend or set upon
Because of all the rumors, the soldiers made for the little village.
to make known
to disclose, no longer keep secret, let be known
The paper made known that the law was being broken.
to make merry (should be used carefully/ can be considered vulgar)
to celebrate, party, feast, revel, live it up
I want to forget my problems this Christmas and make merry with all
my friends.
to make merry (should be used carefully/ can be considered vulgar)
to fling, to sow one’s oats, frolic
Be careful making merry. You could have problems afterwards.
to make off
to run away, escape, flee, make a quick exit
The moment that he heard that the police were coming, he made off as
quickly as possible.
to make one burn with shame
to humiliate, shame, embarrass, humble, demean,
disgrace, meeken, mortify, malign, shame face, belittle
The speech that he gave made her burn with shame.
to make one grow up
to enlighten, illuminate, disenchant or unbeguile
It time that his parents make his son grow up.
to make one the butt of
to put down, razz, make a laughing stock of, poke fun
of, laugh at,
He made me the butt of his jokes
to make one’s blood boil

to greatly anger, infuriate, enrage
What he said made my blood boil.
to make one’s blood run cold
to greatly scare, frighten, send chills down
one’s spine
His words made my blood run cold.
to make one’s head spin
to upset, unbalanced, disconcert, discompose
This child makes my head spin.
to make one’s head swim
to upset, discombobulate, befuddle, flutter
Just thinking about the deal makes my head swim.
to make one’s hair stand on end
to frighten, scare, terrify, throw into a panic
What he said was so frightening that it made my hair
stand on end.
to make one's skin crawl
to make feel uneasy, shudder or shrink from
He’s so creepy; he makes my skin crawl.
to make one tear up
to make one cry, have one’s eyes to fill up
with tears, cause tears to come to one’s eyes
His words were so harsh that they made me tear up.
to make oneself into an asshole
to mess up badly, make oneself look stupid or
dumb, flop
I made myself into an asshole when I confronted
my teacher and class.
to make one’s way
to bulldoze or force one’s way, elbow or shoulder one’s way,

wedge or squeeze through
Come on, we have to make our way out of here.
to make oneself scarce
to dodge, side step, hide from, stay out of
the way of
I strongly suggest that you make yourself scare
for a couple of months.
to make out
1.
to understand, decode or decipher
It took a long time but I finally made
everything out.
2.

to kiss and fondle each other in a highly sexual manner
When I was a teenagers, I would always make out in
the movies.

3.

to complete, fill or write out
You’re going to make out this application if you want a job.

4.

to see clearly, to discern, to distinguish
When I had been finally able to make out the figure in the fog, I
realized
it was my father.
5.
to get or scrape by, be barely making it, barely keeping body and
soul together
I’m not doing fantastically but I’m making out.
6.

to do or fare very well, pass with flying colors, come through
I’m happy to say that he made out very well.

7.

to imply, suggest, intimate, insinuate

to make out of whole cloth
to trump up, lie, invent, concoct, create, invent
This case was made out of whole cloth.
to make over
to redo, change, alter, remodel, redecorate

I like the way that he made over his bathroom.
to make over
to give over to, transfer, convey, turn over to
He made the property over to me and to my family.
to make one’s day
to make one happy, satisfied or contented
What you did made my day.
to make (perfect) sense
to be reasonable, logical, rational, practical or
plausible
I believed him because, frankly, what he said
made perfect sense.
to make right
to repair one’s wrong-doing, make-up for, make good
You need to make right what you did.
to make room for
to make or create a space for
Of course she can stay. We can always make room for one more.
to make room for
to allow pass, clear a way for
You have to make room for the ambulance. He has the right of way.
to make sport of
to make fun of, laugh at, make into a laughing stock,
jeer at, mock
I won’t allow anyone to make sport of my child.
to make the bed
to arrange the sheet and cover on one’s bed after lying or sleeping in it
Before you leave this morning, you have to make the bed.

to make the case
to make the grade
to succeed, attain success, fare well
You can relax; he made the grade.
to make up
to pretend, contrive, concoct, hatch
He made up everything; none of it happened.
to make up
to apologize, beg one’s pardon, plead forgiveness, bury the hatchet
I know that he has tried to make up but I choose
to remain angry at him.
to make up
to invent, create, hatch, devise
I made it up from bits and pieces of things that I had in my office.
to make up
to finish, complete, conclude
It took a long time to make up the course.
to make up
to compensate for, offset, make good
I have to make up the exam that I missed last week.
to make up
to put on mascara and lip stick, put on one’s face
I still haven’t made up. I won’t take a long time.
to kiss and make up
to bury the hatchet, come to terms, leave the bad feelings behind
I am tired of you two fighting. I want you two to kiss and makeup.
to make up one’s mind
to decide, resolve, make a decision, choose

You need to make up your mind so that can tell
the real agent.
to make up to
to play up to, fawn on, fall all over oneself for
He is always making up to the boss. He can’t be trusted.
to make waves
to cause problems, trouble or concern
I don’t want to make waves; I just some peace.
to make way
to allow pass, make room or space for
Please move the car to the side of the road. You have to make way
for the ambulance.
to maintain one's head up high
to stand straight and proud, display or demonstrate one's
dignity or strength, keep faith
When you come out of that room, no matter what happens,
maintain your head up high.
to manage for oneself
to take care of oneself, stand on one’s own feet, be
independent, fend for oneself, stand on one’s own,
go it alone
It is about time that you learn to manage for yourself.
to march up to the canon’s mouth
to court destruction, play with fire, to be gutsy, spunky
or fearless
I have never seen anyone like him; he is not afraid
to march up to the canon’s mouth.
to max out (slang)
to use to its limit, not have any more credit or
benefits available
I maxed out my credit card.

to mean business
to be serious, not to be playing, for real
This time I mean business. If you do not work,
you will not get paid.
to meddle into
to pry or inquire into, question, ask around
If you want to have problem, keep meddling into
things that aren’t your business.
to meet eyeball to eyeball
to tempt Providence, court destruction, go in
harm’s way
Meeting someone eyeball to eyeball can
be dangerous.
to meet defiantly
to confront, encounter, show no fear, look
at directly
You must meet him defiantly, no matter
how scared you are.
to meet face to face
to meet one on one, to personally confront
or affront
We met face to face to resolve our dispute.
to meet halfway
to negotiate, compromise, come to an agreement
We were able to work it out because we met each
other halfway.
to meet head-on
1.
to collide with, jolt, strike, impact
When I hit the car, we met head on.
2.

to confront boldly, oppose directly,
meet courageously
When we met head-on, I was either going
to win or die.

to meet in the flesh
to meet someone who one had known previously only by
correspondence or seen only on the screen (movies
or television)
After so many years, it was thrilling to meet my idol
in the flesh.
to meet one’s maker
to die, be dying, pass on, pass away
If you don’t shut up, you are going to
meet your maker.
to meet the deadline
to do by the due date
I don’t know how but I met the deadline;
therefore, you have nothing to say.
to meet with disaster
to come to grief, falter, flounder, slip, run aground
All my efforts met with disaster.
to melt into tears
to cry with all one’s might, break down, weep, sob
When she heard the truth, she
melted into tears.
to milk
to bleed, drain, sap or suck dry, drain, take advantage of
Because he still loved her, she was able to milk his feelings
during the divorce proceedings.
to mince the truth
to evade, dodge, camouflage, fudge, cover up, gloss
over, elude
So that no one really knows what happened, he
minced the truth.
to mind other people’s business

to be meddlesome or a busy-body, listen in on other’s
conversation, have one’s nose in every door
You should stop minding other people’s business.
to mirror
1.
to reflect, echo, repeat
If you listen, you can mirror what your partner says.
2.

to imitate, parody, simulate
Teenagers mirror their peers.

to miss the boat
to miss or not take advantage of an opportunity
I’m not fifty years old so I guess you can say that
I missed the boat.
to miss the mark
to fail, not succeed, not reach one’s goal or objective
No, I missed the mark this time. Maybe the next time.
to monkey
to follow suit, ape, mimic, model after
You do not need to monkey others to be hip.
to moonlight
to have a second job, normally in the evening (normally
one is paid in cash as a way to avoid taxes)
He moonlights as a guard when off-duty.
to mope over
to grieve, brood or fret over
She is still moping over the fact that her husband
left her for another woman.
to mop the floor with
to beat up, cream, wipe the floor with, clobber, lick, mop
the floor with
He mopped the floor with his opponent.

to move the goal post
to change the requirements necessary to
complete an assignment or to pass
It would be very unfair to move the goal
post now.
to mount the barricades
to resist, take up arms, wage the war, go to war against
The moment they heard the news, the population
mounted the barricades.
to muddy the waters
to complicate, confuse or muddle the situation
I did understand but this new fact has
muddied the water.
to mull over
to ponder, consider, ruminate, muse over, brood
over, contemplate, weigh
I am always mulling over everything which is why it
takes me so long to decide anything.
to mushroom
to grow quickly, boom, flourish, increase
The rumors mushroomed to such a point that they
were no longer under anyone’s control.
to muzzle
to silence, gag or quiet
It does not matter how much they try to suppress us,
you will not be muzzle us.
to nab (slang)
to catch, arrest or apprehend
The police were able to nab the gangster as he was
coming out of the theatre.
to nail
to arrest, capture, collar, catch, apprehend

They nailed him just in time.
to nail down
to conclude, clinch, terminate, bring to an end
He nailed down the agreement in record time.
to name names
to inform on, tell tales out of school, tell on, spill the beans, blab,
rat, fink on, blow the whistle on
During the McCarthy era, people were obligated
to name names.
to need like a hole in the head
to not need in the least or at all, be totally and
completely unnecessary
I need this problem like a hole in the head.
to never mind
to forget, drop, not think more about,
not worry about
Never mind what he said; it’s not important.
to nick
to nail, arrest, capture, collar
He was awarded because he nicked the
bank robber.
to nip in the bud
to destroy, squash, crush or smash
My hopes were nipped in the bud once he got married.
to nitpick
to find fault with, harshly critique, criticize harshly
I have to write an excellent paper because my professor
will nitpick everything.
to nod one's head
to assent, agree, affirm, approve, accept

He nodded his head to let his daughter know his opinion.
to nose around
to look for, search, try to discover or find out
I want you to stop nosing around. This is none
of your business.
to not believe one’s eyes
to be amazed, astounded, stupefied, or awestruck by
what one is looking at or seeing
When he walked through the door, I did not believe
my eyes.
to not believe one’s ears
to be stunned, surprised, rendered speechless
or disconcerted
When I had first heard that he had won, at first,
I did not believe my ears.
to not blow one’s cool
to not become excited, remain calm, composed
or cool
There is no reason to get all excited. Don’t blow
your cool.
to not bother one's head
to not worry, not be preoccupied with, not be anxious or
distressed by
Do not bother your head. It’s not worth hassle.
to not cower
to not blench, show defiance, not recoil, brave
I will not cower. I have nothing to fear or be ashamed of.
to not count
to not matter, not be of importance, not be important
It does not count that you are rich; you still have
to work hard to get a promotion.

to not cut the ice
to not be good enough, fail, be insufficient or wanting
I left graduate school because I could not cut the ice.
to not flinch
to meet one’s eyes without lowering one’s gaze,
not blink, look at straight in the face, look at
directly in the eyes
He did not flinch when she walked in. He kept
watching her.
to not fret
to not worry, not be concerned distressed
or preoccupied
Don’t fret, everything will turn out fine.
to not give a damn
to not care, be unwary, heedless or impudent
I don’t give a damn if you are here or not. Do
what you want.
to not give a good god-damn
to not care, be unwary, heedless or impudent
I don’t give a good god-damn if you are here or
not. Do what you want.
to not give a shit
to not care, not be concerned or preoccupied with
I don’t give a shit what you think.
to not give (it)a second thought
to be blasé about, not care about, worry or
be concerned about
As far as the test results are concerned, I
will not them a second thought.
to not give (it)another thought
to be blasé about, not care about, worry or

be concerned about
Don’t give it another thought, you are going
with us.
to not happen until the cows come home
to never happen or not to happen for a very
long time
Keeping hoping. This will not happen until
the cows come home.
to not have a dog in that fight
to not matter, not be important, be of no consequence
What ever happens, happens. I don’t have a dog
in that fight.
to not have a head for figures
to not be good at or have a talent for mathematics
I never understood higher level mathematics; I do
not have a head for figures.
to not have a penny to one’s name
to be totally without resources, have no money
I haven’t gotten paid; therefore, I don’t have
a penny to my name.
to not have a pot to piss in
to be very poor, poverty-stricken or destitute
When I was a single-mother, I was so poor that I did
not have a pot to piss in.
to not have a pot to piss in or a window to throw
it out of
to be very poor, poverty-stricken or destitute
When I was a single-mother, I was so poor that I did
not have a pot to piss in or a window to throw it
out of.
to not have a roof over one’s head

to not have shelter or housing, not have an apartment,
house, accommodations or living quarters
Now that live in California, I do not have a roof over
one’s head.
to not have all one's buttons
to be crazy, insane or demented
She does not have all her buttons.
to not have all one's marbles
to be crazy, irrational, insane or mad
She does not have all her marbles; therefore,
talking to her is a waste of time.
to not have any dough
to not have any money
How can I lend you money if I don’t have
any dough.
to not have horns
to not be bad or evil, be a good person
When you see him, you will see that he does
not have horns.
to not have one’s actions hung out on the clothes lines
for all to see
to not lose face, not be made to look bad, preserve
or save face
Please lower your voice, I will not have my actions
hung out on the clothes lines.
to not have one’s good name sullied
to not allow to have one’s reputation to be besmirched,
smeared or defiled, not allow oneself to be disrespected
I will not have my good name sullied by you or anyone.
to not have one’s head screwed on right
to do something so crazy that one questions
one’s sanity and sense of balance, act irrationally

I don’t care what you say but he does not have
one’s head screwed on right.
to not have the balls to show one’s face
in public
to not have the nerve, guts or gall to show one’s face
I was so ashamed of my behavior that I did
not have the balls to show one’s face in public.
to not have the brains that one was
been born with
to be stupid, dumb, empty-headed or
blank
My God, I would leave the work with him.
He does not have the brains that he was
been born with.
to not have the figure for
to not have the body type for, to be too skinny or
too fat for
I can’t wear this; I to not have the figure
for this type of dress.
to not have the guts to show one’s face
to keep oneself hidden because one is ashamed, full
of shame or shameful
Don’t worry. She does not have the guts to show
her face.
to not hold a candle
to not compare favorably with, be insignificant
in comparison to
Don’t worry about your relationship, she can
not hold a candle to you.
to not hold any weight
to not matter, not be important, be of no
consequence
In this area of the world, his opinion does

not hold any weight.
to not hold water
to not be true, believable, hard to believe or probably
a lie
I heard his argument but I’m sorry to say that it does
not hold water.
to not hurt a fly
to be a gentle or peaceful person who would not
injure anyone
I don’t believe that he is guilty; he would not hurt a fly.
to not joke around
to be serious, poker or stone faced, for real, not
play around, grave or unsmiling
This is no game; I suggest that you not joke around.
to not look a gift horse in the mouth
one should be grateful for what one has or received
and not ask questions about who, when, why and where
I don’t know why they surrendered; I do not believe in
looking a gift horse in the mouth.
to not look kindly upon
to disapprove of, oppose, resist, snub, frown upon, cold
shoulder, take a dim view of, put on one’s list, disdain,
spurn
I do not look kindly upon this type of behavior.
to not lose face
to not be made to look bad, not have one’s action hung
out on the clothes lines for all to see, preserve face
I will do anything not to lose face.
to not lose sleep over
to be unperturbed undismayed or undaunted
about, not worry about
He’s not the best student but don’t lose sleep
over that fact. He’ll be alright.

to not lower one’s gaze
to look at forthrightly, unreservedly or unflinchingly,
look directly in the eyes
She was so sure of herself that at no time did she
lower her gaze.
to not matter
to not be important or significant, not worth wasting
time about
It does not matter if he goes or not.
to not meet another’s eyes
to look down, not make eye contact, break eye contact,
lower one’s head, look at one’s feet or at the floor
Because of her shyness, she has not been able to
meet his eyes.
to not mince words
to not bite one’s tongue, be candid or frank
I do not like to mince words. The answer is no.
to not mind
to not be important or significant, not care or
be a bother
I do not mind if you call me.
to not miss a thing
to not be fooled easily, see everything that
is happening, be sharp eyed
She very keen; she does not miss
a thing.
to not pan out
to stumble, trip, fail, not succeed, flounder, not
turn out well
Although I worked real hard, my job did not pan out.
to not play with a full deck

to not be mentally capable, be crazy or
not totally sane
I swear that he is not playing with a full deck.
to not pooh-pooh
to have a high opinion of, rate highly, not
underrate, look up to, pay attention to
You can not pooh-pooh him. He might be a
nerd but he knows computer like no one else.
to not pussy foot
to be straight-shooting, blunt, franking, candid,
direct
I don’t want any pussy footing. It’s either yes or now.
to not put all one’s eggs in one basket
to not put all of one’s hope in one thing, not depend
entirely on one course of action or one way of accomplishing
a goal
You should always have at least one alternative and not put
all your eggs in one basket.
to not rock the boat
to not alter or change a situation, keep as is
Please stop asking so many question. Do not
rock the boat.
to not run away from
to confront boldly, oppose directly, confront,
meet courageously
I’ve been running all my life. I’m not going to run
away from this.
to not shirk
to not dodge, avoid, shun or elude
I will not shirk my responsibility.
to not stand out
to remain out of sight or out of the limelight, not make

oneself obvious, be inconspicuous
She does not like standing out.
to not stay awake at nights
to not be worried, concerned, dismayed or preoccupied
I will not stay awake at nights; I’ll find a way to pay
the money back.
to not sweat bullets
to not worry about, not be preoccupied with, not be
anxious or distressed by
I’m not sweating bullets over the exam;
I’ll pass.
to not take no for an answer
to insist, demand, not accept denial,
require, exhort
I tried and tried to refuse but he would not
take no for an answer.
to not touch with a 10 feet pole
to stay away from, shun, evade, shrink away from
If I were you, this is one thing that I would not
touch with a ten feet pole.
to not wear one’s heart on one’s sleeve
to hide or not show one’s wretchedness, sadness,
emotion, preoccupation or anxiety, have a poker face
When you outside of the home, it is good to not wear
your heart on your sleeve.
to not worry one's pretty head
to not worry, not be preoccupied with, not be
anxious or distressed by
Do not worry your pretty head. I’ll take care
of everything.
to nuke it
to put in the microwave oven and heat it

Just nuke it. It will only take a couple of minutes.
to number one among
to include, take into account, number among, count,
count one in
Please number me among one of the participants.
to offer pay lip service
to offer insincere, hollow, false or empty
words
He only offered lip service.
to ogle
1.
to stand agog, fix the eye, gawk, stare at,
look hard at
It is very rude ogle.
2.

to flirt with the eyes, make eyes at, look at
with sheep eyes
I know that my daughter likes your son because
she is always ogling him.

to open one's eyes
to finally realize the truth, finally accept reality,
confront reality
Last night, I opened my eyes. It was hard but I did it.
to ostracize
to snub, disregard, have nothing to do with, have
no use for, cold shoulder, give the cold shoulder to
One of the most horrible experience that I had was
when I was ostracized.
to oust
to force to leave, remove, force out expel, fire, boot, eject,
dismiss, show the door to
When the company was sold, the director ousted all
the employees

to out
1.
to reveal, make known or public, bring to the light,
disclose, publish, broadcast
Why did you feel that it was your responsibility to out
the report?
2.

to publicize that one is gay, force out of the closet
It was not your responsibility to out him. Expect
consequences.

to outclass
to be a cut above or superior to, do better than, outdo,
outrival, run rings around, be head and shoulders above
Admit it; she has always been able to outclass you and
everyone in your family.
to outdazzle
to look better or superior to, outglitter, outshine,
perform better than, outperform, eclipse
Try another way because you can not outdazzle her.
to outdo
to dwarf, excel, exceed, be superior to, outmatch, do
one better than, top, outdistance, overshadow, eclipse
I must admit that he always tries to outdo me.
to outface
1.
to stare down, face down, not flinch, not blink,
not shrink from
Although he knew that he could not win, he still
outfaced his opponent.
2.

to challenge, defy, spit in the face of, fling down the
gauntlet, confront, face up to, stand up to
He is not afraid to outface anyone.

to outflank
to evade, outthink, circumvent, outmaneuver, get around,
short-circuit, elude

The insurgent soldiers successfully outflanked the occupied
force and won the battle.
to outfox
to outthink, defeat, get the better of, outsmart, outmaneuver,
beat out, outwit
You’ve won. You’ve outfoxed me.
to outglitter
to outdazzle, overshadow, eclipse, outclass, dwarf,
overshadow
She was successful in outglittering everyone at the show.
to outlast
to last longer than, live longer than, outlive, last out,
endure, weather, weather the storm, be the last to fall
He outlasted everyone; therefore, he should be congratulated.
to outlaw
1.
to banish, ostracize, blackball, expel, put a price on one’s head,
put on the wanted list, make into a fugitive
Once he refused to testify, he was outlawed.
2.

to shut the door on, taboo, circumscribe, exclude, cordon
off, eradicate, be beyond the pale
Ask no more questions, this is outlawed.

to outlive
to live longer than, weather, endure, survive everyone else
Although she was the eldest child, she outlived all
her brothers and sisters.
to outplay
to outsmart, get the better of, show up, make look bad,
beat, win, defeat
Admit it. He outplayed you and won!
to outrank

to be superior to, outclass, be higher than or on top of,
dominant
He was the one in charge since he outranked everyone
present.
to outrun
to leave in the dust, outdistance, run faster than, outstrip,
win, get the better of, defeat, outdo
She outran the other runners without the least bit of
trouble.
to outshine
to overshadow, outdazzle, outclass, outrank, outglitter,
eclipse, outdo, put in the shade
When you allow one daughter to outshine another, there
is always problems down the road.
to outsmart
to do better than, get the better of,
outwit, outdo
She loves to outsmart her father; she’s
always doing so.
to outsource
to have companies outside one’s own to do certain tasks
which was formerly done by the companies’ employees
(done as a way to save money), farm out
Many computer companies outsource many of their
jobs to India, China and Ireland
to outstrip
to leave in the dust, beat, get the better of, crush, smash,
win, cream, lick, go faster than, outdistant
She easily outstripped the other persons in the race.
to outwit
to outthink, outsmart, outplay, outfox, outguess,
outperform, leave in the dust
He is always able to outwit anyone.

to overhaul
to revamp, refurbish, change fundamentally, reshape, recast,
revolutionize, be completely transformed, make over, remake
He overhauled the entire company.
to overlook
to ignore, pay no mind to, look beyond, disregard, pay no heed
to, pretend not to see
I refuse to continue overlooking your rudeness.
to pack one off
to send off or away, make leave where one is staying
My parents packed me off to boarding school as soon
as I turned seven.
to pad the bill
to overcharge, charge too much, cheat
This is most definitely too much. He has
padded the bill.
to paddle one’s own canoe
to stand on one’s own, be independent, stand on one’s
own feet, get along, take care of oneself
It is your job to teach your child to paddle
his own canoe.
to paint everything with the same brush
to not distinguish or differentiate
It is not fair to paint everything with the same brush.
to paint in glowing terms
to make look much better than really is, exaggerate,
overstate or overemphasize the good
He painted the situation in glowing terms.
to paint the town red

to celebrate or go out drinking and clubbing
Last Friday, I painted the town red.
to pair off
1.
to become a couple, hook up, become
romantic partners, get together
We did not pair off until we have become friends
2.

to partner up, team up, join forces, become partners
with
After we graduated from law school, we paired off to
form a firm.
to pale in comparison
to pan out
to come to pass or happen and to have a result
This candidacy did not pan out.
to pant for
to lust or letch after, thirst, yearn, crave, pine, or ache for, have
a yen for, be itching for, be strongly attracted to, hunger for
Stop panting for her. Can’t you see that she’s not interested.
to pant over
to be mad about, be bent upon, lust or letch after, be wild for,
have the hots for, greatly desire or want
It is disgusting how much he pants over her. He needs
more self-control.
to part company
to disagree, no longer be in agreement, stand in opposite
corners
When we parted company; we did not do so as friends.
to pass away
to giving up the ghost, die, expire, pass on
He passed away last night.
to pass one over
to snooker, pull a fast one, get over on

Because I was so stupid, I let him pass one over on me.
to pass the buck
to pass or give the responsibility or blame to another person
This president is always passing the buck. No wonder he
is not respected.
to parrot
to mimic, repeat, echo
One day you are going to get in trouble parroting your boss.
Get your own ideas.
to pave the way
to ready, prepare, smooth the way for, facilitate
He paved the way for his successor.
to pay a backhanded compliment
1.
to give a remark that appears to be a compliment but
in reality is an insult
I did not appreciate that he paid me a backhanded compliment.
2.

to be a two-faced, hypocritical, deceitful, insulting,
and inappropriate remark
I reacted the way that I did because paid me a backhanded
compliment.

to pay a bribe
to pay money illegally, pay a graft or kickback
He is always paying bribes to keep people’s
mouth shut.
to pay a compliment to
to compliment, praise, say nice or good things about
I can’t believe that my mother paid me a
compliment.
to pay an arm and a leg
to be an exorbitant amount, pay too much
or great deal

I paid an arm and a leg for this house
to pay hush money
to pay a bribe or give money to keep one’s mouth shut
He paid hush money to the family.
to pay in full
to face the result or the fall out of one’s actions
One day you’re going to have to pay in full
for your actions.
to pay (it) no mind
to no worry or be concern with, consider
unimportant
Pay it or him no mind; be ready at 8:00.
to pay no heed to
to ignore, bypass, brush aside
She does not pay heed to her mother.
to pay no mind to
to ignore, not consider important, pay no
heed to
Pay no mind to what he says; you can do this.
to pay one’s debt to society
to go to jail or prison to serve
one’s sentence
I have already paid my debt to
society; I don’t understand why
I still can’t vote.
to pay one’s dues
to have acquired enough of experience, including
not being paid well and working in unpleasant
situations, to demand respect
I don’t know what you are talking about; I have
paid my dues!

to pay Peter and Paul
to waver, be indecisive, undecided or irresolute
You can’t pay Peter and Paul; you have to decide.
to pay protection money
to pay a bribe or give money to guarantee one’s
safety from crime or bodily injury
Every month the store owners have to pay
protection money.
to pay strict attention to
to look intently or steadfastly, give one one's
full or undivided attention to,
You definitely are now in the limelight; everyone
is paying strict attention.
to pay the piper
to bear or pay the consequences
It’s time to pay the piper.
to pay the price
to pay or face the consequence for one’
action
You can not treat people the way that you do
without paying the price.
to pay through the nose
to pay an excessive or extravagant amount
The house is beautiful but the couple
paid through the nose to get it.
to pay too high a price
to pay too much or a very high price, not be
worth the price
I had to pay too high a price to get this contract.
to pay tribute to
to praise, give tribute to, demonstrate or
show one’s admiration or respect

We came to this banquet to pay tribute to
our father.
to pervert (a fact or truth)
to lie, misrepresent, distort, not tell the truth
It’s simple; he perverts the facts.
to pick up the tab
to pay the bill or the check
I’ll go with you to get a drink only if you let me pick
up the tab.
to play one’s cards right
to behave in such a way so that gets
to play the middle
to set opposing groups against one another
He is a trouble maker. He loves playing the middle.
to play with fire
to put oneself at risk, place oneself in a
dangerous situation
Having him in your house is playing with
fire. He can not be trusted.
to pick holes in
to find fault with, harshly critique, criticize harshly
I have to write an excellent paper because
my professor will pick holes in everything.
to pick one’s way through
to grope, grapple, fumble, pick or find one’s way through
The truth is that I picked my way through.
to pick to piece
to analyze and criticize
The professor loves to pick to pieces the
arguments of his students.

to pig out
to eat an extreme amount, purposely eat until one
can not anymore
I love to pig out on pizzas on Friday night.
to pigeonhole
to reserve, earmark, set apart or aside, put away, keep
in reserve
I pigeonholed this money for my children.
to piggyback
to be a parasite, to not stand on one's own feet,
be dependent
You can not piggybank off my success. You have
to do it yourself.
to pile it on
to lay it on thick, over praise, exaggerate one’s
importance
You can stop piling it on, you got the job.
to pilfer
to steal, rob, plunder, loot, ransack
The gang pilfered the town.
to pillage
to ransack, loot, steal, rob, plunder
The soldiers pillaged the area which they defeated.
to pin all one’s hope on
to have all one’s hopes or plans depend on
He has pinned all his hopes on the family
members who lived abroad.
to pin down
to be forced to give detail or to explain oneself
She was determined to pin him down. She

demanded that he explain himself.
to pin the blame on
to falsely accuse, blame unfairly
She can not pin the blame on us. You did it!
to pin the crime on
to falsely accuse or blame for the crime
She can not pin the crime on us. We were
out of town at the time the house was robbed.
to pinch (slang)
to steal, palm, take, swipe
I saw you when you pinched that handbag.
to pinch in
to cooperate, help, share the responsibility
with, contribute
We need you to pinch in so that we can all
get out of here early.
to pinch pennies
to be thrifty, spend only on necessities, miserly
Ever since I can remember, we have always
had to pinch pennies.
to pique one’s interest
to get or draw one's attention, impress, awe
Wherever she goes, she is able to pique people’s interest.
to pit against
to set opposing groups each other
He pit the two opponents against each
other and watched them fight.
to pitch tent
to settle, take root, hang up one’s shingle, strike root
This is the place where I plan to pitch tent.

to place the blame squarely on the
shoulders of
to hold totally responsible for, be blame
totally and completely for
The report placed the blame squarely on
the shoulders of the hierarchy.
to play a trick on
to deceive, misguide, trick, fool, pull the wool
over one's eyes
I know who you are; you can’t pull the wool
over my eyes.
to play ball with
to cooperate, work or collaborate with
I’ll play ball with you if you understand who is in charge.
to play by the rules
to not cheat, respect and abide by the instruction
follow the rules
It is not always easy to play by the rules.
to play cat and mouse
to tease, torment, bedevil or harass
I can’t go out with you anymore. I don’t like to play
cat and mouse.
to play down
to undervalue, underestimate or underrate
His win was a surprise only because everyone had
played down his power and influence.
to play fair
to be honest, not attempt to cheat or be dishonest
He is a hard competitor but he plays fair.
to play footloose and fancy-free
to not respect the law or the standards

of one’s community or society (i.e. not be
responsible)
Now that you are a father, you can
no longer play footloose and fancy-free.
to play footloose and fancy-free with the truth
to lie, deceive, tell falsehoods, not tell the truth
He is always playing footloose and fancy-free
with the truth. He can not be believed.
to play for time
to stall, delay or slow down
My partner has all the information; therefore,
I am playing for time.
to play games
to act evasive and deceitful, not be honest
and straightforward
Playing games, in the end, gets you nowhere.
to play it by ear
to improvise, extemporize or ad lib
I never write down what I’m going to say; rather,
I play it by ear.
to play Judas
to betray, inform against, be the traitor
You played Judas when you called the police.
to play like a girl (insulting/demeaning)
to not play very well, be a weak player
If you continue playing like a girl, you’re off the team.
to play one’s cards right
to act cleverly, sensibly or cautiously
If you play your cards right, you can get everything
that you want.

to play Russian roulette
to play with fire, march up to the cannon’s mouth, defy
or laugh at risk or danger
You have no right to play Russian roulette with my life.
to play the devil’s advocate
to take a contrary point of view for the sake of
discussion
A discussion where everyone agrees is boring; therefore,
I will play the devil’s advocate.
to play the game
to go along with the way things are already, acquiesce,
follow the rules
In this corporation, you must play the game or leave.
to play up
to stress, overemphasize, over accentuate
He is always playing up his connection with
important people.
to play up to
to fawn all over, try to please or earn brownie
points from
She will not respect you if you try to play
up to her. She wants a man who is a man.
to play with fire
to risk one’s health or life, ask for problems, defy danger
Everyone warned you that starting this war was playing
with fire.
to plow into
to meet head-on
to run into, bump into, smash into, collide with, knock into
The car plowed into me.
to poke fun at
to tweak one’s nose, laugh in the face of, make fun of, make

a laughing stock of, kid, laugh in someone’s face
It is rude to poke fun at anyone.
to poke one’s way through
to grope, grapple, fumble, pick or feel one’s way through
I got out by poking my way through.
to poke out one’s eyes
to take out one’s eyes, remove one’s eye, blind
He tortured people by threatening to poke out
their eyes.
to point one’s finger
to pooh-pooh
to put down, look down upon, hold in contempt,
scorn, thumb one’s nose at, look down upon
I am tired that you are always pooh-poohing
everything that is recommended or suggested.
to pop into one’s head
to suddenly remember or think of, just remember or recall
The minute I saw him, my mother popped into my head.
to pop into one’s mind
to suddenly remember or think of, just remember or recall
The minute I saw him, my mother popped into my mind.
to pop out of nowhere
to appear, make oneself known, come into view or
come to light suddenly or quickly as if out of air
All I can say is thy he popped out of nowhere.
to pop the question
to ask one to marry one
He popped the question in front of everyone
in my family

to pop up
to appear, make oneself known, come into view or
come to light suddenly or quickly
Before I could do anything, he just popped up.
to pour money down the drain
to waste, run through money, fritter away
He keeps pouring money down the drain.
to pour cold water over
to spoil, ruin or wreck
This new fact has poured cold water over my plans.
to pour down the drain
to spend extravagantly, splurge, spend money as if it
were water or as if it grew on tree
You should not pour down the drain all the money
which you inherited.
to practice what one’s preaches
to preach to the choir
to talk or try to convince someone who already
agrees with you
You know that I already agree so, please, stop
preaching to the choir.
to preserve one's face
to sustain or maintain one's dignity and good reputation, not
be denigrated or disgraced, keep one’s reputation intact
He will do anything to preserve his face.
to press the flesh
to greet, shake hands, and talk with people (usually
done by politicians to get votes)
He is a born politician; he loves to press the flesh.
to pretend not see

to brush off, look right through, ignore, disregard,
cold shoulder
When she does not want to acknowledge you, she
pretends not to see you.
to prick one’s attention
to get one's attention, arouse or rouse attention, intrigue
I must admit that she has pricked my attention.
to puke (slang)
to vomit, regurgitate, spit up, throw up
I puked all night after getting drunk.
to puke up one’s guts (slang)
to vomit, regurgitate, spit up, throw up
After I got drunk, I puked up my guts.
to pull a boner (slang)
to screw up, stumble, blunder, botch up, mess up
or goof up
I definitely pulled a boner last night.
to pull a fast one
to deceive, trick or defraud
He never realized that she had pulled a fast
one on her.
to pull an all-nighter
to stay up all night or not sleep in order to study or
get something done
I’m having an exam tomorrow; therefore, I’m
going to have to pull an all-nighter.
to pull an 180º
to backpedal, change one's position or opinion 180°,
backtrack, reverse oneself, renounce, withdraw
He pulled an 180º when he found out the truth.

to pull in
to earn, rake in, amass a great quantity, make a killing,
pile, round or clean up
He is pulling in big bucks with this new job.
to pull off
to succeed or achieve one’s goal despite the
difficulty
I can’t believe that we pulled off the robbery.
to pull on a long face
to show on one’s face that one is depressed,
in the depth of despair, down, sad or blue
The minute that I gave him the news, he pull on a
long face.
to pull one’s leg
to fool, spoof, deceive, con
He is always pulling my leg so I don’t know
when he is serious or not.
to pull one’s weight
to do one’s share, not have others do one’s part, work
together, pull together, cooperate
I don’t want your pity, I know how to pull my weight.
to pull oneself up by one’s own bootstrap
to be responsible, take responsibility for oneself,
be independent
You need to learn how to pull yourself up by your
own bootstrap.
to pull out all the stops
to go all out, do all that is necessary to achieve one’s
goal, do everything to be successful
This celebration is most definitely impressive; they pulled
out all the stops.
to pull rank

to use one’s power to get what one wants, throw
one’s weight around, demonstrate that one has powerful
friends or contacts
He pulled rank because that was the only way that he
would get what he wanted.
to pull the plug on
to destroy, stop, cut or choke off
Once he signed the bill, he pull the plug on all the projects.
to pull the strings
to use one’s power to get what one wants, throw
one’s weight around, demonstrate that one has powerful
friends or contacts
He is always pulling the strings.
to pull the teeth from
to take the power from, make powerless
He pulled the teeth from every law that we have
ever passed.
to pull the wool over one's eyes
to play a trick on, fool, defraud
I know who you are; you can’t pull the
wool over my eyes.
to pull through
to get through, live through, survive, not be
conquered or defeated
During those days as a single mother, it
was very difficult to pull through.
to pull up a chair
to get a chair in order to sit down
Pull up a chair and stay for while.
to push around
to intimidate, browbeat, cow, bulldoze

How dare you come in here and try to push us around.
We will not be intimidate.
to push aside
to ignore, disregard, lay aside, defer, put aside
He pushed aside my advice and did what he wanted
to do.
to push the envelope
to extend the limits on what is right, sensible
or possible
She is always pushing the envelope.
to push the panic button
to panic, overreact, act irrationally
He is pushing the panic button instead of thinking.
to put a bug in one’s ear
to give someone a subtle suggestion, to hint
He put a bug in my ear that she was not really
my friend.
to put a crimp in one's style
to be hampered, stopped or frustrated
This minor problem really put a crimp in my style.
to put a damper on
to destroy
He put a damper on the party after getting drunk.
to put a good spin on
to emphasize or extenuate the positive, tone down or
soften the negative
You can not put a good spin on torture.
to put a match to
to put on fire or in flames, ignite, kindle,
set on fire

He is the one who put a match to the house.
to put a price on one’s head
to put on the wanted list, be willing to pay for one’s
capture, outlaw, want one’s head
He put a price on the mobster’s head.
to put all one’s eggs in one basket
to put all of one’s hope in one thing, not depend
entirely on one course of action or one way of accomplishing
a goal
He failed because he put all his eggs in one basket.
to put an end to
to leave off, stop, discontinue, close or shut the door on,
close down
I am now putting an end to all this foolishness.
to put down
1.
to slight, snub, insult or injure
He is always putting people down.
2.

to crush, destroy, stop, squash, smash,
press down
The king put down the mob without firing
a shot.

to put down roots
to settle down, stop roaming around, stay in one place,
set up a house, lay anchor, take root
It was not until I was 50 that I put down roots.
to put everything on the line
to put oneself at risk, take or hazard a chance,
hazard all
She put everything on the line and took a chance.
to put in a nutshell
to summarize, condense, make as brief as possible
To put in a nutshell, he loves her and wants to marry

her.
to put in one’s two cents
to give one’s opinion even when not asked for, not mind
one’s own business
I did ask you to put in your two cents.
to put in the eighty-six
to lay aside, no longer continue thinking about,
dismiss as insignificant, put aside
He put all my plans in the eighty-six.
to put in the circular file
to throw away, disregard, not consider worth
wasting time on
I’ll put his file in the circular file.
to put in the shade
to outshine, outglitter, eclipse, outdo, put in the shade,
overshadow, outdazzle, outclass, outrank
Nothing has changed. She continues putting in the shade
anyone who dares stand besides her.
to put on a brave face
to remain composed, sound, sturdy, unshrinking or
dauntless during an especially difficult time
I know that she is upset although she is putting on a
brave face.
to put on a face to suit the occasion
to comport oneself as to conform, mesh, harmonize, or
correspond to the any situation
He will never give you away. He always put on a face
to suit the occasion.
to put a good face on
1.
to tolerate, endure, suffer through, bear, brave, withstand
one’s pain or discomfit and not express it on one’s face
Even though he was extremely embarrassed, he put

a good face on and dealt with the pain.
2.

to put or give a favorable emphasis on a news story, to slant,
misrepresent, embellish or distort to one’s advantage
They tried to put a good face on the fact that the killer was
still at large.

to put on a happy face
to have an outward appearance of cheerfulness,
happiness, joy or delight
Don't let them know that they have hurt you. Put
on a happy face.
to put on a long face
to be sad, melancholy, doleful, unhappy, depressed,
dejected or crestfallen
Honey, don’t put on such a long face. Everything
will be okay.
to put on a pedestal
to be elevated, prominent or renowned, be
held in great esteem or awe
You should not put anyone on a pedestal.
Everyone makes a mistake.
to put on a poker face
to show no emotion, be expressionless, have an expression
which is inscrutable, beyond comprehension, indecipherable,
Whenever he plays any kind of game, he puts on
a poker face.
to put on a straight face
to put on a face which is inscrutable, hidden, mysterious,
incomprehensible or cryptic
Because he put on a straight face, I had no idea
what he was thinking.
to put on a sunny face
to seem to be buoyant, in good spirits, ebullient or mirthful,
not show or express one's sadness, distress or depression

Although when he left her she was devastated, she put on
a sunny face.
to put on airs
to pretend to be more powerful or wealthier
than one is, to act like a snob, be snobbish
I don’t know why you think it is necessary
to put on airs.
to put on ice
to defer, suspend, put in cold storage
She put on ice all decisions until she got back from vacation.
to put on one's face
to put on make up, use cosmetics on one’s face
Before we leave, I must put on my face.
to put on one’s Sunday best
to dress up, put on the dog, dress very well
When he went to his interview, he put on his Sunday’s best.
to put on the back burner
to temporarily delay or defer
So that her child would have an education, she put her
life on the back burner.
to put on the dog
to dress up, put on one’s Sunday’s best, dress very well,
appear to be wealthy
Because he wants to impress her, he has put on the dog.
to put on the face to suit the occasion
to comport oneself as to conform, mesh, harmonize, or
correspond to the any situation
He will never give you away. He always put on a face
to suit the occasion.
to put on the wanted list

to put a price on one’s head, make one into an
outlaw or fugitive, outlaw, want one’s head
Once they put him on the wanted list, he left
the country.
to put on weight
to gain weight, get fat or fatter
I notice that lately you have put on weight.
to put one in one’s place
to chasten, destroy one's self-satisfaction or smugness,
bring down, bring down a peg or two
You should put her in her place.
to put one on to (slang)
to tip off, put one wise to, warn, clue one in,
forewarn,
She is the one who put me on to what
was happening.
to put one to shame
to outstrip, get the best of, get the better of, throw into
the shadow, outshine, outwit, show up
I hate to play with him; he puts me to shame.
to put one wise to (slang)
to tip off, give one to understand, warn, clue one in, forewarn,
She is the one who put me wise to what
was happening.
to put one’s cards on the table
to be totally honest and straightforward, be open, to not conceal
All the gossip would have stopped a long time ago
if he had put one’s card on the table.
to put one's finger on
to indicate exactly, point to or out
Within five minutes of hearing each side, he was able
to put his finger on what was wrong.

to put one's foot in one's mouth
to make a fool of oneself by speaking inappropriately
If you don’t shut up right now, you’re going to put
your foot in your mouth.
to put one’s head in the lion’s mouth
to challenge, confront or affront
You can not keep putting your head in the
lion’s mouth.
to put one's head on the chopping block
to put oneself at risk, take or hazard a chance,
hazard all
If she answers that question, she will be putting
her head on the chopping block.
to put one’s life in one’s hands
to count on, rely on, depend, lean on, totally trust
with one’s well-being
I once put my life in your hands but no more!
to put oneself out
to bend over backwards, go to any pains, stop
at nothing, go to the trouble
Please I don’t want you to put yourself out.
I am fine.
to put out of one’s mind
to ignore, disregard, sweep under the rug, act like it is
not there, put out of sight
For right now I want to put all of this out of my mind.
to put pen to paper
to write, write down, put down in writing
A formal way to say to write is to say to put pen
to paper.
to put teeth in the law
to give the law strength, make the law stronger

These amendments should put teeth in the law.
to put the arm on
to use threat or coercion, wring, tear or wrench from,
obtain by force, lean on, squeeze out, put the screws on
The mob is always putting the arm on the merchants.
to put the best face on
to make something look better than it really is,
emphasize the positive, soften the negative
He put the best face on his failure.
to put the brakes on
to limit, stop, halt not allow to go any farther
She put the brakes on all his activity.
to put the cart before the horse
to do things in reverse order
Dearest, getting pregnant first and than married is
putting the cart before the horse.
to put the fear of God in one
to be made to pay attention, impacted,
strongly impressed
The earthquake put the fear of God in me.
to put the final nail in one’s coffin
to do that one last act or deed which destroys one
His words are putting the final nail in his coffin.
to put the heat on
to badger, bait, give a hard time to, ride, make it
difficult for
The police is always putting the heat on the gang members.
to put the screws on (slang)
to pressure, squeeze, push, leave no option

They put the screws on me so I had to pay them
the money.
to put the squeeze on
to lean on, squeeze out, put the screws on, use threat or coercion,
wring, tear or wrench from, obtain by force
The interrogators put the squeeze on the detainees.
to put one to shame
to outdo, surpass, transcend, be better than, cast into
the shadow
I did not want to race him; he always puts me to shame.
to put the finger on
to tell on, spill the beans, blab, rat, fink on, blow the whistle on,
shoot off one’s mouth, blab, finger
The reason that I’m here is that she put the finger on me.
to put two and two together
to surmise, presume, speculate or postulate
It not hard to understand if you put two and
two together.
to put under a spell
to enchant, mesmerize, charm, bewitch
Whenever he walks into a room, he puts me
under a spell.
to put up with
to withstand, allow, suffer, digest, endure, swallow,
stand for, countenance
I will never understand how she put up with so much
from him.
to quarrel with one’s bread and butter
to argue, have an altercation, contend or
clash with one’s source of income
It is not a good idea to quarrel with one’s bread
and butter.

to quash
1.
to destroy, suppress or smash
He quashed me and my family once in got in power.
2.

to put an end to, cast aside, discard, terminate
Because he has the power, he has been able to quash
all discussions.

3.

to declare or render null and void, vacate, revoke, cancel
He quashed the bill.

to quell
to crush, suppress, quash, subdue, squelch
He was almost single handedly able to quell the crowd.
to queer the works (British)
to foul up, sabotage, subvert, try to ruin
or wreck
It is not right that you are always trying to
queer the works.
to quench one’s thirst
to satisfy or satiate one’s thirst
This drink most definitely quenched my thirst.
to question key assumptions
to question conventional wisdom
to quibble
to evade, dodge, equivocate, beat around the bush,
shift, elude
She is always quibbling and it drives me crazy.
to quit cold
to stop, halt, finish or quit all at once and not
gradually
When he stopped smoking, he quit cold.
to rack one’s brain

to search one’s mind, think, deliberate or ponder hard
I have been racking my brain to understand why she
did what she did.
to rag (slang)
1.
to kid, tease, rib, taunt, josh, pull one’s leg
When we were kids, he would always rag me.
2.

to chastise, scold, reprimand, admonish, chide
He is always ragging his children.

to raise hell
to be enraged, inflamed or indignant
He raised hell when he came in to work this morning.
to raise the roof
to celebrate, go out for a good time, party
I have been working all this week; I want to
raise the roof.
to rake over the coals
to chastise, reprimand, give hell or the business
After you called last night, my father raked me
over the coals.
to rain on one’s parade
to destroy one’s good time, prevent one from
enjoying oneself
Why did you come to my party, only to rain
on my parade.
to raise eyebrows
to show surprise, show that one is
astounded or amazed
His behavior raised eyebrows.
to raise objections to
to take exception to, disagree about, stand in opposition
to, be at odds

I haven’t before but now I do raise objections to this
point.
to raise one’s eyebrows
to show one’s surprise, be stunned or astounded
I keep raising my eyebrows with his questions.
to raise one’s glass to
to cheer, toast, celebrate, hold one’s glass up to
Raise your glass to the new couple.
to raise the question about
to call into doubt, make one doubt
I am tired of you keep raising the question
about my qualification. What’s the problem?
to raise the white flag
to surrender, give up, throw up one’s hands, come
to terms, acknowledge defeat
You have no other choice but to raise the white flag.
to rake in
to make a killing, pile up, mass or amass a great quantity,
clean up, pull in
With this new job, he is really raking in thousand of dollars.
to rake one over the coals
to attack, criticize, blast, find fault
He raked his employees over the coals.
to rant and rave
to lose one’s temper, carry on, become angry, flip
Stop ranting and raving.
to rap on the knuckles
to chastise, castigate, give a talking to, trim down, chew out,
rebuff, reprimand, reproach

The teacher rapped on the knuckles all the students who
misbehaved.
to rat on
to snitch, fink or squeal on
He is always ratting on his friends
to rattle off
to say quickly and easily usually as a result
of being memorized
Although it has been years, he can still rattle
off the list of names of all his students.
to rattle on
to keep on talking or running one’s mouth to the
point of being boring
What are you rattling on about?
to rattle one’s cage
to anger, annoy, bother, get one’s goat
He enjoys rattling my cage.
to razzle-dazzle
to dazzle, capture one’s fancy or bedazzle
He takes everyone’s attention off his shortcomings
by razzling-dazzling.
to reach a dead end
to arrive at a point where there is no out or solution
The talks have reached a dead end.
to read between the lines
to deduce, derive, glean, discern or construe
Any fool can read between the lines and understand
that she is not going to marry him.
to read like a book
to see, get, understand, glean, read, fathom, discern,
comprehend, get a fix or read on

My mother has always been able to read like a book.
to reckon one among
to include, take into account, number among, count,
count one in
Please reckon me among one of the participants.
to red flag
to call attention to, bring into notice, mark
Someone need to red-flag these pipes. They
need to be checked.
to reduce to ashes
to burn to the ground, destroy totally and completely,
leave no trace of
The fire reduced the house to ashes.
to reduce to nothing
to smash up, total, destroy totally, wreck, be broken
into smithereens
I don’t know how he survived, he reduced the car to
nothing.
to refuse to listen to
to ignore, disregard, pay no attention to, pay no heed to
The king refused to listen to his son’s words. He had
already made up his mind.
to remain as loose as a goose with
to not care about, have a devil-may-care attitude about,
not be worried about
I don’t think that it is good that, despite everything, he
remains as loose as a goose with the situation. There
is a problem here.
to remain cool, calm and collect (slang)
to remain calm, compose, self-controlled or collect
If this type of work you must always remain

cool, calm and collect.
to remain unruffled
to not get excited or lose control, remain cool
and calm
No matter what happens, she always manage to
remain unruffled.
to remind one of
to bring to mind, appear or be similar to, seem like, look
like, resemble, take after
You remind me of my mother so much.
to remove the bite from
to make weak, weaken or soften
His soften tone removed the bite from his words.
to remove the sting from
to make weak, weaken or soften
His soften tone removed the sting from his words.
to render harmless
to make harmless or ineffective, debilitate
This amendment rendered the treaty harmless.
to render speechless
to disconcert, confound, astonish
He rendered me speechless; all I could do
was stutter.
to repeat letter for letter
to say verbatim, literally, line for line
Stop repeating letter for letter everything that
I say.
to repeat line for line
to say one’s exact words, say verbatim, literally
I want you to repeat line for line what I’ve just said.

to repeat word for word
to say verbatim, literally, line for line, mot à mot
He repeated word for word everything that the
president said.
to reserve a table
to reserve a place in a restaurant
Call the restaurant and reserve a table
for six.
to return the compliment
to exact punishment, take revenge, avenge,
get one back
Thank you for the lesson. I will definitely return
the compliment.
to return the favor
to inflict punishment, take revenge, avenge
The day will come when I will be allowed to
return the favor.
to return to it to its rightful owner
to give back, restore, send back
I know that you found the purse but you
must return it to its rightful owner.
to ricochet
to revert, boomerang, rebound, ricochet, recoil,
return, reverse
What he did ricocheted.
to ride
to ride, taunt, give one a hard time, harass, bother,
badger, deride, provoke, torment
He loves to ride his employees. He thinks that it makes
them more productive.
to ride for a fall

to set oneself up for failure, live in a way so that one
fails, ask for trouble, gamble foolishly
It is obvious by the way that he is living that he is
riding for a fall.
to ride herd on
to constantly pressure, impel, exhort or urge
My father is always riding herd on me
about everything.
to ride out
to bear, endure, tough it out, hold out against, take it
on the chin, stick it out, weather, brave it out
It took a lot of courageous to ride out what had
happened.
to ride out the storm
to stand, bear up, weather, withstand
Have some patience! All you can do is ride
out the storm.
to ride rough shod over
to dominate over, subdue, trample or tramp on, run over
He think that he can ride rough shod over everyone.
to rile up
to irritate, infuriate, vex , anger
She riles me up, especially when she talks
too much.
to ring a bell
to sound familiar, feel as if one had heard
before it before, not be strange or unfamiliar
I don’t know why but his words rang a bell.
to ring hollow
to not sound true, sincere or credible
I heard his words but they ring hollow.

to ring out the old and bring in the new (said
on New Year’s Eve and Day)
to take out or remove the old to make room
for the new, turn a page
Now that we are in a new century, it is time
to ring out the old and bring in the new.
to rip into
to attack, lay into, strongly criticize, light into
Why are you ripping into her that way?
to rip off (slang)
to cheat, overcharge, fleece, have pay too much
I know that this does not cost what you are charging.
You’re ripping me off.
to rise above
over come, resist, triumph over
I don’t know how I survived but somehow I
was able to rise above my situation.
to risk one’s neck
to go in harm’s way, court destruction, put
one’s head in the lion’s mouth, put oneself
in danger
Of course, I will risk my neck for my child.
to rivet one’s eyes on
to not be able to turn away, stare, glare or gaze at
Although I tried to turn away, I rivet my eyes
on him.
to rob the cradle (slang)
to have a romantic relationship with
someone who is significantly younger
He’s cute but aren’t you robbing the
cradle? How old is he?
to roast

to poke fun at, laugh at, make fun of, poke fun of
They roasted their friend as a result of getting
a bald head.
to rock one’s world (slang)
to greatly impact, stun, move or shock
His presence rocked my world.
to roll back
to return, turn back, restore
Some politicians believe that the president
should roll back the tax cuts.
to roll on the floor with laughter
to laugh hysterically, be doubled over
in laughter, laughter to the points of tears
His jokes had everyone rolling on the floor with
laughter.
to roll one's eyes
to have one’s eyes or eyeballs go up in one’s head to
show one's disgust or impatience
I will not allow you to roll your eyes at me.
to roll up one’s sleeve
to get down to work, work hard, get serious
It’s time that we roll up our sleeves and make
some money!
to root for
to cheer, yell or shout for, scream in support
I was so happy when everyone was rooting for me.
to rub into the ground
to destroy, rub out, crush, smash, do away with, kill, send
to kingdom come
He will always rub into the ground anyone who dares to
go up against him.

to rub one’s eyes
1.
common gesture or signal to demonstrate one’s fatigue, sleepiness
or tiredness
I could tell that he was sleep; he kept rubbing his eyes.
2.

common gesture or signal which is made immediately upon
awaking, done to help one wake up
Stop rubbing your eyes and get out of bed.

3.

to be amazed, astounded, stupefied, or awestruck by
what one is looking at or seeing
I had to keep rubbing my eyes while watching her walking
towards me.

to rub out
to wipe out, eliminate, blot out, destroy, crush, smash,
demolish, annihilate, vanquish
He will rub out his enemies before coming after you.
to rub salt into the wound
to make worst or more painful, worsen
When he told me that she was not even more beautiful
than I, he knew that he was rubbing salt into the wound.
to rub the wrong way
to chafe, perturb, fluster, bother
I don’t know why but he rubs the wrong way.
to rubberstamp
to give automatic approval without thinking
This Congress only rubberstamps the president’s laws.
to run
1.
to cost, set one back, come to, tote up to
A car like this runs in the tens of thousands.
2.

to supervise, control, make the rules, pull the strings,
call the shots
This is my restaurant; therefore, I run it.

3.

to control, drive, navigate, maneuver, handle, pilot

These machines are not easy to run. You are going
to need a lot of training.
to rule the roost
to be in control or the one in authority
I need you to know that I rule the roost.
to rule with an iron hand
to be in total and complete control, be the one
in charge, show who is boss, brook no opposition
I would be very careful because he rules with an
iron hand.
to run a blood drive
to sponsor a campaign to get persons to volunteer to
give blood, usually as a result of an emergency
The Red Cross and Red Crest ran a blood drive after
the earthquake.
to run a temperature
to have a fever
He is running quite a temperature.
to run aground
to destroy, shipwreck, take under
He ran the company aground.
to run circles around
to do better than, outdo, outrival, outclass, be a cut above
or superior to, run rings around, be head and shoulders above
He runs circles around any one in the field of science.
to run counter to
to disagree, oppose, differ, dispute, counter
Your argument runs counter to mine.
to run off at the mouth
to be a chitchat or gossip, have diarrhea
of the mouth

You talk too much; you must stop running
off at the mouth.
to run one's eyes over
to glance at briefly, scan, scrutinize, skim, skim
and scan
The women ran their eyes over her dress and,
afterwards, snickered.
to run out of
to exhaust, use up, consume completely
When I ran out of sugar, I decided not to buy more. I
eat too much sugar.
to run out on
to leave stranded, abandon, desert
Because I no longer have any money, he has
run out on me.
to run rings around
to be obviously superior to, be smarter or
more clever, outsmart, outwit
In the debate he ran rings around his opponent.
to run the show
to be in charge, call the shots, determine how
things go, be in control
I run the show here so either do as I say or get out.
to run through money
to misspend, squander or waste money, spend
money like crazy
She’s broke because she ran through the money
that her father sent her.
to run with the ball
to assume or take on the responsibility
Once he was able to understand what was going

on, he ran with the ball.
to run with the pack
to accept, comply, do what everyone else does, conform
He runs with the pack and he has no intention of
leaving it for you.
to sack
to fire, discharge, dismiss, lay off
He sacked the middle-management team.
to salt away
to save or put away for the future
I have salted away quite a bit of money so when I am
older I will not have to work.
to sap the foundation of
to sabotage, subvert, weaken
As a competitor, he is always sapping
the foundation of my company.
to save for a rainy day
to lay away, stockpile, save, put away,
keep in reserve
My father told me that I must save for a
rainy day.
to say, I do
to get married, marry, become husband and wife,
become spouses
It was not easy to say, I do.
to say it right to one's face
to confront someone straight-forwardly, directly, candidly,
frankly, forthrightly
I am not going to hide from him but I'm going to say it
right to his face.
to say it to one's face

to confront straight-forwardly, directly, candidly,
frankly, forthrightly, confront or talk face to face
Although he was my boss, I said it to his face
without flinching.
to say, uh-huh
to say yes, assent, agree
Are you deaf? I said, uh-huh.
to scare silly
to scare, frighten, terrify
He scared me silly.
to scare to death
(informal) to make one's hair stand on end,
curl one's hair, or scare the living daylights
out someone
Driving those curves in the rain scared me to death.
to scare stiff
to greatly frighten, terrify or scare
That gun scared me stiff.
to scare the beejesus out of
to greatly frighten, terrify or scare
I meant to scared the beejesus out of her.
to scare the daylights out of
to frighten, scare, terrify, throw into a panic
What he said was so frightening that it scared the
daylights out of me.
to scare the wits out of
to scare, frighten, take aback
When I first saw him, he scared the wits out of me.
to scared to death
(informal) to make one's hair stand on end, curl

one's hair or scare the living daylights out someone
I did mean to scare you to death while driving those
curves in the rain. However, I told you that I was
a good driver.
to scarf down
to eat quickly, gulp or wolf down, swallow without
chewing
You look like a pig scarfing down your food.
to scoff at
to insult, mock, sneer at, scorn, disdain, laugh at
When I told him my plans, he scoff at them.
to scoff down
to overeat, devour, glut, overindulge, pack away
Stop scoffing down your food! Eat like a normal person.
to scoop
to get the information before anyone else
The alternative newspaper scooped every other
newspaper.
to score (slang)
to succeed in purchasing or buying illegal drugs
I scored big last night.
to scorn
1.
to look down one’s nose at, disdain, thumb one’s
nose at, spurn, consider beneath one, curl one’s lip at
It is obvious that he scorns you and your family.
2.

to snub, disregard, have nothing to do with, have
no use for, wipe one’s feet on
I will not allow him to scorn me or my children.

3.

to laugh at, taunt, boo, mock, make fun of, sneer at
poke fun at, scoff at

He is always scorning everyone and everything.
to scramble to catch up
to struggle or fight to not remain behind
Life has always been tough; I have always had to
scramble to catch up.
to scramble to the top
1.
to strive, grapple, struggle or fight to the top
Although he is now famous, he had to
scramble to the top.
2.

to rush, hurry or scurry to the top
Get out of her way; she’s scrambling to the top.

to scrape by
to barely succeed, just make it, almost fail, make it by the
skin of one’s teeth, squeak or squeeze by
Aren’t you tired of always scraping by.
to scratch (slang)
to call off, cancel, suspend
Scratch our plans. I’m no longer interested.
to scratch one’s back
to do one a favor with the idea that it will be returned
I’ll scratch your back if you scratch mine.
to scratch out
to delete, eliminate, take out of consideration
When I looked at the list I noticed that some has
scratched out my name.
to scratch out a living
to barely earn enough money, have just enough to
satisfy one’s basic needs
With the money that I am earning at the firm, I am
barely able to scratch out a living.
to screw up (slang)

to queer up, foul up, gum up, attempt to damage or
incapacitate
If you don’t stop screwing up everything, you will
be fired.
to screw up royally (slang)
to blunder, botch up, mess up, screw up
This time I do believe that I have screwed
up royally.
to scribble down
to mark, write, take or put down in a hasty and
careless manner
Please don’t scribble down my address and
telephone number because later on you won’t be
able to understand what you have written.
to second guess
1.
to criticize after the fact, use hindsight
to criticize
It is easy to second guess after the fact.
2.

to outguess, predict or foretell one’s action
The only way that you’re going beat him is
to second guess him.

to see about
1.
to look into, inquire into, investigate, probe,
inquire about
I don’t know what happened but I will see about it.
2.

to talk, discuss or confer with, talk to about,
consult
I’ll have to see your father about you going on
your prom.

to see after
to look after, take care, give attention to, keep an eye on
When she comes to visit this summer, I will see after her
while her mother is working.

to see ahead
to expect, look towards the future, be in readiness for,
plan for the future
It makes no sense to keep going around and around;
we must see ahead.
to see ahead to
to watch out for, wait for, look towards the future, plan for
the future, look for, think about the future, look out for
It makes no sense to keep going around and around;
we must see ahead to the what is coming.
to see eye to eye with one about
to agree about, be in agreement about, have mutual
understanding about
We never see eye to eye with our neighbors about anything.
to see life through rose colored glasses
to be unreal, idealistic, romantic or unrealistic
Why do you keep wasting your time with her?
She see life through rose colored glasses.
to see the light at the end of the tunnel
to see and hope for a future which is bright
and positive
At last, I am able to see the light at the end
of the tunnel.
to see no evil
to pretend not to see, gloss over, shut one’s eyes to,
look the other way
You can continue seeing no evil. You will only be hurt
in the end.
to see one off
to accompany someone to the airport, train station
or other point of departure to say farewell
It was very difficult to see my husband off.

to see red
to be very angry, furious or enraged
I have never been so angry; I’m seeing red.
to see (right) through
to read, figure out, comprehend, apprehend, discern,
cognize, assimilate
I don’t like being around him; he can see right through me.
to see with a jaundice eye
to look at disapprovingly, skeptically or with
great hesitation
He knew that he was not convincing her;
she sees everything with a jaundice eye.
to seem fishy
to be suspicious, doubtful, dubious, have a credibility gap
What he said seemed fishy.
to seesaw
to go back and forth, vacillate or keep changing one’s
mind
They seesaw; I don’t know where anyone stands.
to sell down the river
to betray, deliver up, stab in the back
I will never forgive him because he sold his wife
down the river.
to sell one out
to delude, betray, deceive, trick
I still can’t believe that she sold me out.
to sell out
to exhaust or deplete the supply of, sell up
I have sold out everything. There’s nothing left.
to sell up

to use up, sell out, exhaust or deplete one’s supplies,
be out
I sold up all the cookies. I must bake more.
to send chills up one’s spine
to curl someone’s hair, terrify, scare stiff
His words sent chills up my spine.
to sell for at a loss
to be sold cheaper or sell less than, undercut
So that customers would not go to his competitors, he
sold at a loss.
to sell short
to underestimate or underrate one’s ability
You are always selling yourself short. You are
intelligent enough to do anything you want to do.
to send chills down one’s spine
to greatly scare, frighten, make one very scared, make
one’s blood run cold
His words sent chills down one’s spine.
to send on a wild goose chase
to fool, deceive, mislead, trick
This time I believed him but all he did was to
send me on a wild goose chase.
to send one packing
to throw out of one’s home, make leave
Because I can not stand his behavior any longer, I
am going to send him packing.
to send to kingdom come
to destroy, rub out, crush, smash, do away with, kill,
rub into the ground
If we do not give up, he will send up to kingdom come.

to send up a trail balloon
to check out or check the reaction before introducing
a program, test the waters
Before telling the country the truth, he sent up a number
of trail balloons.
to set apart
to put apart, distinguish, earmark, set or mark off, set aside
This money has been set apart for the students who worked
on the campaign.
to set aside
to set or put apart, distinguish, earmark, set or mark off
This money has been set aside for the students who worked
on the campaign.
to set at odds
to set one person or one group against another
Let’s not fall into the trap and let him set us at odds.
to set free
to disenthrall, let loose, untie, unfetter, unshackle,
free, emancipate, rescue
He worked hard to set free persons who were
imprisoned unjustly.
to set loose
to let loose, untie, free, untie, disenthrall, let go, unchain,
liberate, turn loose
I will work hard to set loose these poor animals.
to set one’s sight on
to aspire or aim for, have as one’s objective
I set my sight on becoming an entrepreneur.
to set no store by
to play down, underestimate, underrate, not believe

Since he is not an expert on the matter, I set no
store by what he said.
to set on fire
to put on fire or in flames, ignite, kindle
I know that you are the person who set the fire.
to set one back
to put one in the hole, cost, run, amount to
The house set me back quite a bit. I don’t know how I’m
going to eventually afford it.
to set one right
to make someone see the real world, tell someone the
truth, disabuse, elucidate
I thought that he loved me but he eventually
set me right.
to set one straight
to make someone see the real world, tell someone the
truth, disabuse, elucidate
I thought that he loved me but he eventually
set me straight.
to set one’s heart on
to yearn, hunger or thirst for, have an eye for, care
greatly for, be bent upon, desire
He set his heart on marrying her. I hope that he can
get over this heartbreak.
to set one’s sight on
to aim for, labor for, direct, strive for, aspire or
struggle to
This time I set my sight on the stars.
to set one’s sight on more than one target
to have two primary goals or aims, be attentive or heedful of
more than one objective, hitch one’s wagon to more than star
Don’t be fooled; while he has set his sight more than target. He

wants it all.
to set store by
to think highly of, appreciate, not look down upon,
ascribe importance to
I set store by you and your partner. You
both really understand computers.
to set the table
to prepare the table to serve a meal (i.e. put
plates, knives, forks on the table)
When I lived with my family, it was my job
to set the table.
to sever the ties
to cut loose, break off, cut the knot, disengage, untie,
break the ties
You have no other choice. You must sever the ties.
to shake in one’s booths
to be scared or terrified, tremble, quiver
When the first bombs began to fall, he began
shaking in his booths.
to shed light on
to bring new information to a problem so that
it becomes easier to understand and/or solve
These documents will shed light on what
went into his decision to run for president.
to shell out
to pay a lot of money for, pay through the nose
I had to shell out quite a bit of money to get
this house.
to shelve
to dismiss as insignificant, put aside, lay aside
I am asking you to shelve your plans to run for president.

to shift attention
to change or divert attention from the real issue
The politicians began talking about gambling as a
way of shifting attention from the war.
to shift blame
to transfer or move the blame from the guilty
to the innocent
He never takes responsibility for anything. He
is always shifting the blame.
to shift gears (in a conversation)
to change direction, change gears
Wait a minute; we were talking about politics
than you shifted gears. Why?
to shift one’s ground
to renege, retract, disavow, recant, repudiate
one’s words
Something has happened. Can’t you see that
he is shifting ground.
to shilly-shally
to vacillate, indecisive or ambivalent
You always shilly-shally.
to shine up to
to fawn all over, try to please or earn brownie
points from
She will not respect you if you try to shine
up to her. She wants a man who is a man.
to shit on
to affront, humiliate, humble , sting, cast aspersions on, scorn,
slap down, dis
I’m tired of being shit on.
to shoot down
to pick to pieces, criticize, light into, put down

Stop shooting down my ideas.
to shoot for
to aim or strive for, aspire or struggle to
I want to shoot for Broadway.
to shoot off one’s mouth
to talk too much, talk when one should be quiet, talk
without thinking
Before you shoot off your mouth, please think first.
to short-charge
to overcharge, charge too much, cheat
I don’t know how but he short changed me.
to shoulder one’s way
to squeeze or wedge through, press forward, bulldoze or
force one’s way, elbow or shoulder one’s way
I’m going to leave even if I have to shoulder my way
through the crowd.
to shove one’s way through
to move one’s way through, squeeze through, elbow,
bulldoze or force one’s way
She shoved her way through the crowd.
to show one's face
to make an appearance, show up for a brief period
He showed his face at the party but he didn't stay.
to show one’s ivories
to shine, smile a brilliant smile, glow
The minute that he saw her she showed
his ivories.
to show no fear
to confront, encounter, meet defiantly, defy

I showed no fear although I was terrified.
to show the door
to drum out, force to leave, remove, fire, boot, eject, dismiss,
oust, force out, expel
Once she finished telling him what she thought, she showed
him the door.
to show up
1.
to arrive, reach, come, land (airplane)
Because of the traffic, I didn’t show up until the end.
2.

to tower above, outdo, upstage, overshadow, dwarf,
outshine, eclipse
At the debate, it was his goal to show up his opponent.

to show what one is made of
to confront boldly, oppose directly, take the bull by
the horn, bell the cat
I have had enough of this silliness. I am going show
he what I am made of.
to show who’s boss
to be in command, rule the roost, wear the pants,
be in charge
I must now show who’s the boss.
to shrink from
to draw, shy, move or back away from
I am ashamed of you; you should not be
shrinking from your responsibility.
to shrug off
to ignore, brush off or aside, give the cold shoulder to,
give the brush off to, set aside
He is always shrugging everything off as if nothing
were important.

to shuffle
to equivocate, beat around the bush, dodge, evade,
waffle, shift
Stopping shuffling on the issues and take a stand.
to shut one’s eyes to
to pretend not to see, look the other way, wink or
blink at, see no evil, be blind to
She is always shutting her eyes to what her children do.
to shut one’s trap (slang)
1.
to make it so that one could not speak or talk
Here you must be quiet; I will shut your trap if
necessary.
2.

to be quiet, not talk or say anything
I want you to shut your trap now!

3.

to stop complaining, grumbling or griping
Will you please shut your trap!

4.

to kill, assassinate or murder
Don’t worry, I shut your trap, forever.

to shut up
1.
to make it so that one could not speak or talk
Here you must be quiet; I will shut you up if
necessary.
2.

to be quiet, not talk or say anything
I want you to shut up now!

3.

to stop complaining, grumbling or griping
Will you please shut up!

4.

to kill, assassinate or murder
Don’t worry, I shut him up, forever.

to shy away from
to stay away from, shun, evade, shrink away from
She never did like him; therefore, whenever he
would come around, she would shy away from her.

to skate on thin ice
to go in harm’s way, expose oneself to danger,
be in a tight spot
You are skating on thin ice voting on
this issue.
to sigh for
to yearn, yen, crave, pine, hope or ache for, have a yen for,
be dying or itching for, be attracted to, hunger or thirst for
I don’t think that she will get over his betrayal; she still
sighs for him.
to sing a different tune
to take back, renege, retract, disavow, make an about face,
eat one’s words, rescind, recant, repudiate
I know what she’s saying but wait; she will soon be
singing a different tune.
to sing one’s own praises
to brag, boast, exaggerate, overstate, flaunt, stretch
I don’t like him because he is always singing
his own praise.
to single out
to set apart, separate, put aside, choose
He singled me out to vent his frustrations.
to sink into oblivion
to be forgotten, left behind or ceased
to be remembered
After his tenure in office, he sunk into oblivion.
to sit at the feet of
to be a follower, student or disciple of
I learned everything I know about yoga by
sitting at the feet of experienced teachers.
to sit at the foot of the table
to sit at the lower end of the table

I don’t think it is a good idea to have him sit
at the foot of the table. He will take it as an insult.
to skin alive
to lambaste, reprimand, chew out, give what-for, attack,
chastise
When I got home late, my father skinned me alive.
to slam the door in one's face
1.
to close the door loudly and abruptly in the face
of one
When the salesman refused to leave, the housewife
slammed the door in his face.
2.

to rebuff, reject, slight, disregard, destroy one's opportunity
or chances
By slamming the door in my face, my career came to
an end.

to slap down
to rebuff, offend, rebuke, affront, humiliate, humble, sting, cast
aspersions on, dis, respond to a dis
He slapped down his son in front of everyone.
to sleep with the fishes
to be dead as a result of being killed by someone
in organized crime
He can help you anymore; he is now sleeping
with the fishes.
to slip by
to move quickly and without much notice
The older that one gets the more that time
seems to slip by.
to slip one’s mind
to be forgotten, forget, fail to think of or to remember
Her name completely slipped my mind.

to slip out of public view
to gradually, smoothly, and, without much notice,
cease to be famous, celebrated or in the public eye
My God, I have not thought about her in years. She
just seem to have slipped out of public view.
to slip through
to squeeze or wedge through, press forward, move smoothly,
quietly and secretly shove or push through
It was not easy to slip through. I had to fight all the way.
to slip through one’s fingers
to not take advantageous of opportunities, not stop
a situation from getting worse
It’s her own fault, she let her family slip through her fingers.
to slip through the cracks
to be ignored and not helped by a community, society
or institution whose job it is to help one
The reason that no one knew about the abuse was
that the child slipped through the cracks.
to slur
to smear, denigrate, vilify, sully, tarnish, drag through
the mud
You should stop slurring your ex-best friend. She
may retaliate.
to slur one’s words
to not articulate or pronounce one’s words clearly
as a result of drunkenness or sickness
He is slurring his words because he had a stroke.
to smack of
to look like, resemble, have the mark, earmark, characteristic
or trademark of, be emblematic of
All of this behavior smacks of racism.

to smash
to destroy, overthrow, demolish, crush, rout, raze, level
The insurgents have successfully smashed the occupiers.
to smash into
1.
to run, drive, slam or ram into, ram, bulldoze
The car smashed into the other at the light.
2.

to respond, reply, retort or answer harshly
The president smashed into his critics.

to smear
to vilify, defile, sully, slander, libel, slur, tarnish
He is always smearing his enemy’s reputation.
to smell a rat
to doubt, suspect, not quite believe
I know that something is wrong; I smell a rat.
to smell rotten
to be suspicious or skeptical of , mistrust
I heard her words but I’m telling you that
something smells.
to smirk at
to laugh at, giggle at, show one’s contempt
for, make fun of
I don’t like her; she is always smirking
at everything.
to smoke out
to unearth, dig up, discover, find out, uncover, bring
to light, ferret out
The head of state said that he was going to smoke out
his enemy.
to smooth over

to tone down, soften, whitewash, down play, gloss, gloze
or cover up
He is always trying to smooth over everything so that we
don’t fight.
to snap out of it
to disenchant, burst one’s bubble, disillusion, disabuse
It is time that you snap out of it. He doesn’t
love you.
to snatch
to kidnap, abduct, make off with, carry off
They tried to snatch the little girl. Thankfully,
they were not successful.
to sneer at
to mock, make fun of, laugh at, hold one
in contempt
Please go to another class. All you do is
sneer at me and your fellow students.
to sneeze at
to despise, look down upon, minimize, underestimate,
depreciate, look down one’s nose at
Believe me that she is nothing to sneeze at.
to snicker at
to grin, grimace, show one's on one’s face one’s
distaste or disgust
When I told him my plans, he made a face.
to sniff at
to show one’s disgust or contempt for, illustrate one’s
belief in one’s superiority, consider others beneath one
You are going to have problems to sniff at everything.
Who do you think you are?
to snipe at
to attack, criticize, shoot down, pick to piece

He is always sniping at my ideas. I’m getting to the
point that I don’t want to give my opinion.
to snitch
to rat on, tell tales out of school, fink on, inform, blow
the whistle, let the cat out of the bag
This is happening because you snitched.
to snooker
to hoodwink, take in, trick, fool, lead astray
He snookered everyone and got away with
stealing millions.
to snow
to fool, deceive, snooker, pull the wool over
one’s eyes
He snowed everyone.
snowball
to increase, accelerate, make larger or greater, enlarge
This problem is snowballing out of control.
to snuff out
to extinguish, douse, or put out
They snuffed out the fire before it spread
to soak
to cheat, short change, charge too much, rip off
When we got divorce, he soaked me.
to soak up
to drink in, absorb, suck in
She is so naïve that she soaked in everything
that he told her.
to soft-pedal
to soften, temper, lessen, diminish, down play

Stop trying to soft-pedal what he is guilty of.
to soft-soap
to flatter, butter up, exaggerate one’s importance,
over praise
Stop soft-soaping her; she does not deserve so
much flattery.
to soften the blow
to mitigate, reduce or lessen the pain or shock
The fact that he told me did soften the blow.
to sound a false alarm
to lie about a pending dangerous or risky situation
It is not true that we don’t have any options available.
You’re only sounding a false alarm.
to soup up
to mount, elevate, rise, ascend
I don’t like how he souped up his car.
to speak ill of
to criticize, demonize, ruin the reputation or good name of
I’ve heard that she has been speaking ill of me.
to speak in caveats
to not speak clearly and decisively, not to express oneself
with authority, not be definitive
Most politicians do not speak in caveats.
to spell out
to make clear, explain in detail, make clear
He spelled out to her how her best friend had
lied time and time again.
to spellbind
to enchant, mesmerized, cast a spell, bewitch
He is spellbinding.

to spend like a drunken sailor
to spend extravagantly, throw money away, squander or
waste money
There is no need to spend like a drunken sailor.
to spend money as if it grew on tree
to squander, waste, spend like there was no tomorrow
When I had credit cards, I spent money as if it
grew on tree.
to spend money as if it were going out of style
to waste, splurge, or squander money
Ever since she has been married, she has been
spending money as if it were going out of style.
to spend money like water
to spend money without thinking or in a very
wasteful manner
Your parents have worked too hard for you to be
spending money like water.
to spill one’s guts
to get something off one’s chest, talk, confess, bring to light,
spill the beans, let out, let the cat out of the bag
If you spill your guts, you should expect retaliation.
to spill the beans
to not know how to keep a secret, hold one’s tongue or jaw
No matter what happens, don’t spill the beans.
to spit in one’s face
to insult, rebuff, offend, humiliate, humble
He thinks because I am poor he can spit in my face.
to spit in the face of
to defy, challenge, stand up to, show no fear of,
beard the lion, beard
He was always so defiant, spitting in the face of danger.

to spit on
to scorn, spurn, treat with contempt, hold in contempt,
revile, look down upon
I can not be more clear; I spit on you and everyone
connected to you.
to spit out
to spew, emit, send forth, say, pour forth, send out,
give vent to
Skin heads love to spit out their hatred to everyone.
to spit up
to vomit, regurgitate, throw up
When I was pregnant I would spit up every morning.
to splash cold water on
to astound, discompose, dumbfound, wake up
He splashed cold water on me when he betrayed
our family.
to split (slang)
to shove off, leave, depart, quit, part company
I have another appointment; therefore, I’ve got to split.
to spoil
1.
to destroy, allow to go bad
He let the food to spoil in the refrigerator.
2.

to overindulge, indulge, give too much,
overdo for
She spoiled her child to the point that he
no longer listens.

to spoil rotten
to pamper, allow one anything, put no controls
on, indulge
She loved her son too much; she spoiled him rotten.
to sponge off of

to be a freeloader or moocher, live or bum off of
He is always sponging off of everyone.
to spread gossip
to be a rumormonger, chatterbox or gossip
She loves to spread gossip about everyone.
to spread like wildfire
to grow, expand, advance extremely quickly
The rumors spread like wildfire.
to squander
to misuse, waste, spend recklessly, pour down the
drain, fritter away, misspend
When I was a kid I would frequently squander money
and time.
to square off against
to stand up against, challenge, confront, affront, stand up to,
encounter, meet defiantly, meet eyeball to eyeball
He squared off against his enemies and fought them
to the end.
to squash one’s aspirations
to destroy, sink or suppress one’s hopes
The marriage squashed my aspirations.
to squeak by
to just make it, make it by the skin of one’s teeth, squeeze
through, have a close call
This semester, I just squeaked by.
to squeal
to inform on, tell tales out of school, blow the whistle on,
rat on, name names, finger
If you squeal, you’re going to pay.
to squeeze

to pressure, put the screws on, push, leave no option
Organized crime is always squeezing the merchants
in the neighborhood.
to squeeze dry
to take, use up or spend all of one’s resources
When my kids were teenagers, they
squeezed me dry.
to squeeze out
to put the squeeze on, use threat or coercion, wring, tear or
wrench from, obtain by force
It is illegal to squeeze out information from detainees.
to squeeze through
to press forward, force one’s way, shoulder or elbow one’s
way, push or bulldoze one’s way
To get out, I had to squeeze through.
to squelch
to nip in the bud, quash, extinguish, put down,
stamp out
You can not squelch this rebellion.
to squirrel away
to set apart, keep in reserve, pigeonhole, save, stash away,
store up, set aside
She has money because she has been squirreling away
money for years.
to stab in the back
to betray, sell down the river, deliver up,
double cross
Be careful. Given the opportunity she will
stab you in the back.
to stamp out
to nip in the bud, destroy, extinguish, put out

We need to stamp out torture now.
to stand
to bear, tolerate, support
I can stand the pain longer than you think.
to stand aghast
to be amazed, astounded, stupefied or awestruck
When I heard the bomb, all I could do was stand aghast.
to stand agog
to be stunned, be rendered speechless,
disconcerted, bewildered
He stood agogged when he told her that
he loved.
to stand by
1.
to defend, support, stick up for, stand behind
One thing that I love about him is that he stood
by me.
2.

to be determined, not change one’s idea or mind,
stick to one’s gun
I here to tell you that I am going to stand by my
decision.

to stand for
1.
to symbolize, represent, mean, exemplify
This song stands for so many things.
2.

to favor, patronize, advocate for, endorse
I stand for a woman’s right to choose.

3.

to withstand, allow, suffer, digest, endure, swallow
I will never understand how she stands for so much
from him.

to stand head and shoulder above

to be top-notch, the best or head and
shoulder above
All I can say is that he stands head and
shoulder above everyone else.
to stand in for
to substitute, fill in for, be the pitch runner, the designated
hitter, or the relief pitcher, sub
I will, for this one last time, stand in for you.
to stand in opposition to
to raise objections to, take exception to, disagree about,
stand in opposite corners, be at odds
I now stand in opposition to the official position of
the party.
to stand on one’s own
to take care of oneself, stand on one’s own feet, be
independent, fend for oneself, go it alone, shifted
for oneself
I need to learn to stand on my own.
to stand on one's own feet
to be independent, rely on oneself, not
depend on others
Thank you for your help but I can stand on
my own feet.
to stand on one's own two feet
to be responsible for oneself, not depend on others,
do for oneself
I learnt as a little girl that one must stand
on one’s own two feet.
to stand in opposite corners
to disagree about, stand in opposition to, take exception
to, be at odds, raise objections to
I don’t agree; we now stand in opposite corners.

to stand out
to be obvious, recognizable, palpable, discernible
If you did not see him, you are blind. He stood
out so clearly.
to stand shoulder to shoulder
to cooperate with one another, collaborate,
join together
We will stand shoulder to shoulder.
to stand up against
to affront, show no fear, demonstrate
no apprehensive
He stood up against his enemies without showing
his fear.
to stand up to
to confront, stand in opposition to, oppose
Yes, I was scared to stand up to him but that
did not matter.
to stare at
to look at without blinking or flinching, eyeball, glare at,
ogle, keep on an eye on
It is very rude to stare at anyone.
to stare death in the face
1.
to show no fear, apprehensiveness, or uncertainness
when confronted with danger
Because of his job, he is always staring death in the face.
2.

to be dying, fading, taking one’s last breaths or sinking
Because she had lived a good and full life, when the time came,
she stared death in the face without flinching. She had a good
death.

to stare down
to look at without blinking or shrinking, not dodge,
shun or elude

He has absolutely no shame. He stared her down.
to stare hard at
to not blink, look at straight in the face, look at
directly in the eyes, meet without lowering one’s gaze
When she walked into the room, he stared hard at her.
to stare one in the face
to be certain, clearly unavoidable, written on the wall,
or without a doubt
Disaster has been staring her in the face for a long time.
to start from scratch
to begin or start from the very beginning
As a result of moving, I have to start from scratch again.
to start on third base
to be born in a wealthy well-connected family,
inherit wealth, have a head start
He does not understand struggle; he started
on third base.
to start the ball rolling
to launch, start, begin, launch, put or set into motion,
kick off
It’s up to you to start the ball rolling.
to stave off
to keep at arm’s length or at a distant, put aside, evade,
avoid, shun, keep at bay
She found that it was necessary to stave off the student.
to stay one step ahead
to outguess, predict or foretell one’s action
The only way that you’re going beat him is
to stay one step ahead of him.
to stay out of the limelight

to not stand out, remaining out of sight, not
make oneself obvious, remain inconspicuous
I hate all the attention; I rather stay out of the
limelight.
to steal one’s thunder
to steer clear of
to evade, avoid, avert, elude, eschew
I strongly suggest that you steer clear of him. He
works for some very bad people.
to stem one’s tears (formal)
to stop crying or weeping
Once I found out the truth, it was not all easy
to stem my tears.
to step in it
to get oneself in a mess, blunder badly, make
a big mistake
When you said what you said, you really
step in it.
to stew in one’s own juice
to suffer and live with the consequences
of one’s action
You have no other choice but to stew in
your own juice.
to stick it out
to bear, endure, tough it out, hold out against, take it
on the chin, weather, brave it out, sweat it out
If you are able to stick it out you can win.
to stick out like a sore thumb
to not be able to be missed or ignored, be as
plain as day
It was obvious that she did not belong, she stood
out like a sore thumb.

to stick out one’s lower lip
to be bummed out, blue, down in the dumps, be in
the pits or down in the mouth
to stick to one’s gun
to keep to the program, not change one’s ideas or mind,
be stubborn
It’s important that you stick to your guns no matter
what happens.
to stick up for
to go to bat for, defend, take the side of, support,
stand by, stand behind
I will never forget how you stuck up for me.
to stoke the flames
to make a bad situation worse, feed the flames
He loves to stoke the flames.
to stomach
to tolerate, endure, suffer, take, brook
I have seen a lot of death; therefore, I can
stomach quite a bit.
to stonewall
to refuse, resist, be unwilling or balk at talking about or
dealing with a problem
The dean of the university stonewalled the students.
to stool
to fink on, inform on, tell tales out of school, blow the
whistle on, blab, name names, shoot off one’s mouth
If you stool, you pay.
to stop at nothing
to bend over backwards, go to any pains, go to the
trouble, put oneself out
Please I don’t want you to put yourself out.

I am fine.
to stop cold
to make a sudden and definite stop
When he told her that she love, she stopped cold and burst
out in tears.
to stop on a dime
to stop in mid-course and change one’s opinion
The administration will have to stop on a dime before the people
lose their patience.
to store up
to accumulate, amass, set apart, stash away, treasure up,
garner, bank
She is storing up just in case there is a war next year.
to storm ahead
to shove ahead, push ahead, rushing, storm ahead, quickly
moving forward, rush ahead, hurry ahead, dash forward
He stormed ahead of everyone and won the race.
to straddle the fence
to hesitate, hedge, quibble, not decide
For right now he is straddling the fence.
to stretch one’s legs
to get up and take a brief walk after sitting
for a long while
My legs are falling asleep; I need to stretch
my legs.
to stretch out
to expand, increase, inflate, spread out, make longer than is
He tried to stretch out his story as much as possible.
to stretch the truth to the breaking point
to exaggerate, overstate or inflate the truth to
the point of lying

I wish that you would stop stretching the truth
to the breaking point.
to strike a familiar chord
to strike or touch a familiar emotion or feeling
This song strikes a familiar chord.
to strike one dumb
to take one’s breath away, bawl over, throw for a loop,
shock, astound, startle, blow one’s mind or baffle
He has a behavior which strikes me dumb.
to strike out
to flop, fail, end in smoke, go down
I want him to win but I’m afraid that he going
to strike out.
to strike while the iron is hot
to act immediately while the opportunity is still present
You must act now. You always strike while the iron is hot.
to string up
to gag, hang, lynch
He strung up the man without the least bit of regret.
to strip
to take off or remove one’s clothing in a provocative or seductive
manner
When I used to strip in order to earn my university tuition.
to strip to the skin
to take off one's clothing, remove one’s clothing, undress
As soon as he got into the house, he stripped to the skin
and ran to the bathroom to take a shower.
to string along
to deceive one into believing what is not true for the
purpose of keeping one in one’s camp or on one’s side

It is not fair to keep stringing her along only so that you
will always have a date. If you don’t love her, leave her.
to string out
to spin out, extend, protract, elongate, prolong or stretch
out unnecessarily
I still do not understand why you are stringing out our
divorce; our marriage is over.
to string up
to lynch, kill or execute by hanging, hang
If given the opportunity, they will string him up.
to stuff one’s face (slang)
to over eat, eat too much, pack away, pig out, eat like a pig
or a horse, scarf down
She is so fat because she is always stuffing her face.
to stupefy
to disconcert, astound, discompose, jar
He stupefied me with his declaration.
to sub
to substitute, stand or fill in for, temporarily replace
I can sub for you whenever you like.
to suck up to
to fall all over, try to please, pay court to, fawn all over
Stop sucking up to him; it won’t work.
to sugar-coat
to put a varnish, smooth over, tone, down, make
less terrible
You can’t sugar coat this. What he did was bad.
to swagger
to parade, brag, walk around like a peacock

Why is she swaggering? She has accomplished only
the minimum.
to swallow a bitter pill
to accept what is very difficult to accept
Accepting her new daughter-in-law was to
swallow a bitter pill.
to swallow one’s anger
to not show or demonstrate one’s anger or rage
I had to swallow my anger and accept my boss’ harsh
critique of my work.
to swallow one’s pride
to eat humble pie, put aside one’s pride, allow
oneself to be embarrassed or humiliated
I know that it is going to be difficult but you
must swallow your pride and beg forgiveness.
to swallow one’s words
to reverse oneself, renounce, withdraw, change
one's position or opinion 180°
When I found out the truth I was forced to swallow
my words.
to swallow something hook, liner
and sinker
to believe totally and completely what one has been told
She loves him so much that she swallowed his
explanation hook, liner and sinker.
to swear by
to totally trust, rely or count on, believe in or
put one’s faith in
I would and will swear by him.
to sweat blood
to worry, agonize, lose sleep over
This exam has me sweating blood.

to sweat it out
to brave it out, tough it out, stick it out
There is nothing I can tell you but to sweat it out.
to sweat like a pig
to sweat profusely or a great deal
When I run, I always sweat like a pig.
to sweep
to win overwhelmingly, have a landslide, win
by much more than fifty percent
He swept the elections.
to sweep one off of one's feet
to astound, overwhelm, dazzle, bowl over
It is not surprising that she fell in love with him;
he did sweep her off of her feet.
to sweep through
to run, hurry, scurry or scamper through, go
like lightning
The army swept through the town.
to sweep under the rug
to ignore, disregard, dismiss, act like it is
not there, put out of sight
You will not be able to sweep all of this under
the rug.
to sweep up
1.
to clean and remove dirt with a broom
Before you leave, you have to sweep up all this mess.
2.

to clean up, tidy up
It would really help me if you could sweep up a little.

3.

to win a competition big or with more than fifty percent
There no doubt what the people want. The congressman
swept up.

to swell
to enlarge, increase, inflate, puff up or out, expand
She is always swelling her role in the war.
to swim with the stream
to obey, comply, conform, adhere to the rules
Because he swims with the stream, his life has been
rather easy.
to swindle
to cheat, defraud, gyp, soak, chisel, take to the cleaners
I still can’t believe that he swindle me.
to swipe
to lift, steal, pinch, rob
He swiped all my money.
to swoop down upon
to drop on, pounce or descend upon
The soldiers swooped down upon their enemies.
to swoon
to faint, conk out, faint dead away
Teenagers swooned at the rock concerts.
to tab (one) as
to name, identify or single out as
The chairman tabbed him as the next president of
the company.
to table
to be ready, prepared or set
I will need your proposal on the table next week.
No more delays.
to table the motion
to postpone, suspend, delay

The senate tabled the motion until after the election.
to take
1.
to pilfer, swipe, take without permission, steal
Watch out because he will take your money if
you are not careful.
2.

to choose, pick, select, opt for
He took the larger television.

3.

to brook, stomach, tolerate, stand
I don’t know how long I will be able
to take this. It’s just too hard.

4.

to ingest, eat, swallow, drink
Take this cup of tea; it will help you
sleep better.

5.

to kidnap, steal, spirit away, take away
He tried to take my child but I stopped him.

6.

to kill, destroy, assassinate, wipe out, liquidate
It is against man’s and God’s law to take a life.

7.

to escort, go with, transport, usher
Take me to the party with you.

8.

to capture, seize, take possession of, annex
One country can not just take another. It
is illegal.

9.

to occupy, busy, no longer available
I took these seats so that we can all sit
together.

10.

to buy, become owner of, purchase
I’ll take all of these.

11.

to accept, say yes to
He took the job.

to take a break
to take a rest or a pause, rest, not work for a couple
of minutes
Let’s take a break for ten minutes. When we come back

we’ll be more refreshed.
to take a breather
to pause, take a rest, stop for a minute or two to rest
If I don’t take a breather, I’m going to start making
mistakes.
to take a cat nap
to take a short nap, sleep for a short period
I always take a cat nap every afternoon.
to take a coffee break
to take a break, pause or break, take five
I’m going to take a coffee break. Can I
get you something?
to take a cold shower
to do what is necessary to calm down one’s
sexual excitement after being stimulated
After he saw her in a bikini, he had to take
a cold shower.
to take a crack at
to try, have a go at, undertake, take a shot at, try one’s
hand at, tackle
Why don’t you take a crack at it? I can’t do it.
to take a dim view of
to look dimly on, frown upon, disapprove, oppose, not look
kindly upon, turn one’s back on
He has always taken a dim view of education.
to take a French leave
to run away from, escape, leave
He took a French leave so God only knows
where he is.
to take a good long hard look at
to take stock of, scrutinize, survey, inspect,

check thoroughly
You need to take a good long hard look at
the results of your action.
to take a long look at
to look at carefully, scrutinize, check out, eyeball
This president needs to take a long look at the
place that he invaded.
to take a long weekend
to take off or stop working for three, instead
of only two, days (either not work on a Friday
or Monday)
I’m going to take a long weekend, I’ll see
you Tuesday.
to take a month of Sundays
to take a long time, be for an extended amount
of time
to take a page from
to use as a model, example or sample
He took a page from his life and, as a result, changed
my life.
to take a shot
to try, attempt, make an effort, strive, aspire
You should, at least, take a shot.
to take a shower
to shower
I’ll be right down but first I have to take a shower.
to take a sip
to drink in small amounts, take in or drink only a
minimum quantity
Thanks but I’ll only take a sip.
to take a spill

to be about to fail, be heading for a fall, plunge into
a bad situation
to take a three day weekend
to not work or take off for three, instead of
two, days (either a Friday or Tuesday)
I’m not coming to work on Friday. I’m taking
a three day weekend.
to take after
to be similar to, be like, favor, bear resemblance to
It is amazing how he takes after his mother.
to take an eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth
to exact one’s revenge, avenge oneself, take revenge
The only way to handle the situation is take an eye
for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.
to take at face value
to accept as is, without any questions or doubts, take
unconditionally
I guess it's my fault. I took him at face value despite
the gnawing doubt.
to take away
to obtain, gain possession of, get, secure
During our divorce, his wife tried to take away his children.
to take back
1.
to forgive, pardon, allow back into one’s heart
I know that she ran away but, if I have the
opportunity, I will take her back.
2.

to repossess, re-claim
He took back all the gifts that he had given me.

3.

to return, exchange, no longer want
She took back the clothes that he gave her.
She did not like them.

4.

to recant, unsay, renege, disavow

After saying those horrible things, he tried
to take back his words. He could not.
to take by force
to seize, occupy, annex, take possession of
They quickly realized that it is not easy to take
land by force.
to take by surprise
to surprise, amaze, astound
His behavior took me by surprise.
to take care of
to ready, arrange, prepare, prearrange
You don’t worry. Good to France with a peace of mind;
I’ll take care of everything.
to take charge
to take the lead, command, lead the way, be in the
driver’s seat
I appreciate how she took charge of the situation.
to take credit for
to accept credit or congratulation for something one did not do
Be careful, he is always taking credit for everything.
to take down
to write, record in writing, note, write down
It is important that take down everything that
he says.
to take effect
to become valid, get in operation, function
This law will not take effect until next year.
to take five
to take a rest, breather or a pause, not continue one’s
activity for a couple of minutes

Let’s take a five. I need to get some fresh air.
to take for a ride
slip one over, throw dust in the eyes of, dupe, con
He took her for a ride and at the end, she was broke.
to take from
to remove or subtract from, deduct
to take three from six equals three
to take it
to stand, bear, tolerate, brook, weather
I do admire how he took it with a smile.
to take it that …
to assume, believe, understand or infer that …
I take it that you no longer want to live here.
to take it into one’s head
to believe something despite evidence to the contrary,
be stubborn, or obstinate, decide
He has taken into his head that you are no longer
his friend and there is no one on this planet to change
his mind.
to take it or leave it
to accept what one is offered or take nothing at all,
not really have a choice
This is all there is. You can take it or leave it.
It’s your choice.
to take off
1.
to leave or depart
It’s time to time to take off. We see each other when
I get back.
2.

to become successful, launch, kick off

I am glad that your company has finally taken off.
to take off after
to run, go or chase behind or after, pursue
He took off after the criminal and eventually
captured him.
to take off one’s rose colored glasses
to finally realize the truth, finally accept reality,
confront reality
Last night, I finally took off my rose colored glasses. It
is still hard to face the truth.
to take no sides
to be even-handed, impartial or equitable
I want to hear everyone. I will take no sides.
to take on a different color
to begin to have a different meaning or significance
Everything that I had done took on a different color
once they knew my past.
to take one down a notch or two
to wipe the grin off of one's face, destroy someone's selfsatisfaction, smugness, or false serenity, humble, meeken,
humiliate shame, put to shame
It gave me so much satisfaction to take him down a
notch or two.
to take one for every cent that one has
to bleed one dry, use up one’s resources, spend
one’s money
Here, I paid you back everything that you gave me
as a child. You can no longer say that my mother
took you for every cent that you had.
to take one’s breath away
to be staggered, astounded or dumbfounded
What he said took my breath away.

to take one’s hat off to
to congratulate, recognize one’s accomplishment
or hard work
I have to take my hat off to my son. He was able
to believe even once I had lost faith.
to take one’s life in one’s own hands
to risk oneself, make oneself vulnerable, put
oneself in jeopardy
He is always taking his life in his own hands.
to take out
1.
to escort or take out on a date
I hope that she will let me take her out.
2.

to destroy, conquer, annihilate, kill
He quickly realized that it was not going
to be easy to take out his enemy.

to take shit
to allow oneself to be treated badly, denigrated
or disrespected
Before I take shit, I’ll quit.
to take the bull by the horn
to confront, affront, encounter, meet defiantly
There is nothing else to be done but to take the bull
by the horn and fight.
to take the cake
to beat, surpass, win, outdo, outshine, walk away with, take
the prize, come up the winner
As always, he takes the cake.
to take the fight of
to intimidate, bully, cow, daunt, bulldoze
His bullish attitude and succeeded in cowering and
taking the fight of her.

to take the first step
to take the initiative, take the plunge, start the ball rolling,
begin, set into motion
I am afraid that it is up to you to take the first step.
to take the full count
to meet one’s maker, die, be six feet under, expire, leave
one’s body, pass away, give up the ghost, go to sleep, cross the
He took the full count last night.
to take the heart out of
to dishearten, depress, deject, discourage
His behavior took the heart out of his family’s
will to fight.
to take the helm
to pilot, command, direct, manage
After the CEO quit, his brother took
the helm.
to take the law into one’s own hand
to be judge and jury, take up arms, wage war
against, mount the barricades
Vigilantes take the law into their own hand.
to take the plunge
to set into motion, take the first step, initiate, break
the ice, dive into
I know that it will not easy but it’s time that you
take the plunge.
to take the punch out of (an issue)
to make an issue less potent or effective
Her argument took the punch out of the fight
for gay marriage.
to take the starch out of
to dismay, discourage, disheartened, take the

spirit or wind out of
What he said took the starch out of her. Good!
to take the teeth out of
to take the strength from, weaken, make weaker
This amendment will take the teeth out of the law.
to take the wind out of
to dispirit, dishearten, crush, sadden
His words took the wind out of his father. He
died soon after.
to take to (something) like a duck to water
to learn very easily, have no problem in understanding
He took to Spanish like a duck to water.
to take to one’s heels
to make one’s escape, get out, get away safely, take
a French leave
He took to his heels as soon as he saw the police.
to take to the cleaner
to take all of one’s resources in a divorce settlement
He took his wife to the cleaners. She doesn’t have
any money left.
to take under one's wings
to protect, mentor, help, aid
While I was growing up, my uncle took me under
his wings.
to take up arms
to do battle or go to war against
The rebels took up arms against the government.
to take up resident
to inhabit, occupy, live in, reside in

After the vacation, I plan to take up resident
in Portugal.
to take up the gauntlet
to confront, stand opposed to, affront, defy
He took up the gauntlet and accepted his
challenge.
to take upon oneself
to assume responsibility for, undertake, bear
the burden of, take on oneself, shoulder
You had no right to take upon yourself all the
responsibility.
to take with a grain of salt
to not believe, trust or give much credibility to
I always takes what he says with a grain of salt.
to talk about the birds and the bees
to talk about sex
My mother thinks that she has to talk about
the birds and the bees. She does not understand
that I am no longer a baby.
to talk back
to answer in an impolite, rude, discourteous or in
an insolent manner
I will not allow you to talk back to me.
to talk big
to crow, brag, boast, blow one’s own trumpet, toot
one’s own horn
He is always talking big.
to talk off the cuff
to talk without preparation, rehearsal or notes, ad lib
He is at his best when he talks off the cuff.
to take one’s side of

to go to bat for, stick up for, stand by, support,
stand behind
I know that it was not easy to take your mother’s
side of the divorce but you hate but you did the right thing.
to take the bull by the horns
to attack a problem directly and aggressively
You can not continue hesitating; you have
to take the bull by the horns.
to take the side of
to go to bat for, stick up for, stand by, support,
stand behind
I know that it was not easy to take the side of the
very person that you hate but you did the right thing.
to talk under one’s breath
to mutter, mumble, murmur
I can’t hear you; please stand talking
under your breath.
to talk until one is blue in the face
to repeat, rephrase, reword or restate over and
again in order that one’s point is understood
If necessary, I will talk and talk until I am blue
in face but you will get this.
to tangle up in
to involve, mix-up with, embroil in
Please do not tangle me up in this; I don’t
want to get involved.
to tattle
to divulge secrets, blab, not know how to
hold one’s tongue
You better shut up and stop tattling
everything you know.
to tear apart

to discipline, rebuke, castigate, give
hell to
When my father found out that I stole
the car, he tore me apart.
to taunt
to challenge, confront, encounter, provoke
You should not keep taunting him; one day,
he will respond.
to tear around
to scuffle, whiz, hurry or rush about, move around quickly,
hurry-scurry
You are only wasting time tearing around like a crazy person.
to tear one's hair out
to be anxious or distressed to the point of total
exasperation
He had me tearing my hair out. I will never understand
him or his behavior.
to tear to pieces
to discipline, rebuke, castigate, reproach
Because I got home way past the agreed upon time, my
father tore me to pieces.
to tear up
to shed tears, cry or weep
When she heard the news, she immediately teared up.
to tell on
to rat, fink on, blow the whistle on, blab, finger, put the finger on,
spill the beans, fink on, rat
Don’t worry. I won’t tell on you.
to tell one to one's face
to talk to someone face to face, straight from the shoulder,
boldly, flat-footedly, straight-forwardly, directly or candidly
I told him to his face that I disagreed.

to tell tales out of school
to snitch, blow the whistle on, shoot off one’s mouth,
rat on, name names, finger, fink on
Didn’t you learn that you should not tell tales out of school.
to tempt Providence
to court destruction, affront, face in defiance, threaten, defy,
skate on thin ice, put one’s head in the lion’s mouth
It may look like I’m tempting Providence; however, what I am
doing is finally standing up.
to test the waters
to check out or check the reaction before introducing
a program, send up a trail balloon
Before telling the country the truth, he tested the waters.
to think alike
to agree, be in agreement, have mutual understanding
I am surprise how much we think alike.
to think outside of the box
to think and act differently
You must think outside of the box to see a solution.
to think that one is all that (slang)
to act as if one is superior, be self-important
or inflated
You act like that you think that you are all
that. You’re not!
to think that one is all that and a bag
of chips, too (slang)
to act as if one is superior, be self-important
or inflated
You act like that you think that you are all
that and a bag of chips, too. You’re not!
to think that one’s shit doesn’t stink

to believe oneself better than, be a snob or
stiff-shirt, walk around with one’s nose in
the air
I know that you think that your shit doesn’t
stink but it does.
to think twice
to hesitate, pause, hedge, wait before acting
Normally I would not think twice but now, I
don’t know.
to think up
invent, create, compose, design
It was extremely difficult to think it up.
to tickle the ivories
to play the piano
If you’re lucky, he’ll tickle the ivories for a
couple of hours.
to think highly of
to think highly of, appreciate, not look down upon,
ascribe importance to, set store by
I think highly of you and your partner. You
both really understand computers.
to think little or nothing of
to see as unimportant or insignificant, belittle
Frankly, he thinks little or nothing of what
she wants or does not want.
to think no more about it
to lay aside, no longer continue thinking
about, disregard
Don't worry about the money. Think no more
about it.
to thirst for

to lust or letch after, pant, yearn, crave, pine, or ache for, have
a yen for, be itching for, be strongly attracted to, pant for
It is obvious how much he thirst for her. It is somewhat
embarrassing.
to throw a fit
to have a tantrum, rant and rave, storm, rage, bellow
explode
When he found out how she had lived, he threw a fit.
to throw a monkey wrench into the works
to sabotage, subvert or try to destroy or wreck
Everything was going fine until she threw a
monkey wrench into the works.
to throw a shadow
to be very skinny, corpse-like or underfed
She looks like she’s about to die; she
throws a shadow.
to throw a tantrum
to have an outburst, fume, rag
I won’t let you throw a tantrum.
to throw a wrench into the works
to sabotage, subvert or try to destroy or wreck
Everything was going fine until she threw a
wrench into the works.
to throw cold water on
to destroy or dampen the enthusiasm of
I had been so excited but he threw cold
water on my plans.
to throw down the gauntlet
to challenge, stand up to or stand up against
I was scared but I threw down the gauntlet to show him
that I was serious.

to throw good money after bad
to waste, squander or misspend money, not
think how one is spending one’s money
To continuing doing what you are doing is only
throwing good money after bad.
to throw in the sponge
to stop fighting, say uncle, throw in the towel, acknowledge
defeat, throw in the towel
I know that it is hard but you have no other choice but to
throw in the sponge.
to throw in the towel
to stop fighting, give up, surrender, submit, call it quits,
give up the ship
Once the boxer began to bleed, his manager threw in the
towel.
to throw light on
to bring new information to a problem so that
it becomes easier to understand and/or solve
These documents will throw light on what
went into his decision to run for president.
to throw money around
to use up, fritter away, spend money like water
It make no sense to throw money around like you do.
to throw money down the drain
to waste money, squander, misspend, flush
money down the toilet
All you are doing is throwing money down
the drain.
to throw off the scent
to mislead, lead astray, give a bum steer to, deceive,
misguide, misdirect

She did her best to throw off the scent.
to throw one a bone
to give a small concession to pacify, give a conciliatory
bribe or gift
You need to throw him a bone so that he will keep his
mouth shut.
to throw one for a loop
to knock for a loop, blow one’s mind, shock, astound, startle,
baffle, take one’s breath away or surprise someone
His behavior and attitude threw me for a loop.
to throw one off guard
to surprise, amaze, astound, leave flabbergasted
For about a minute or two, his niceness threw
me off guard.
to throw one to the dog
to turn one’s back on, dismiss, brush off, give one the
cold shoulder, kiss off, deep six, turn thumbs down on
When we entered into the party, he abandoned me and
threw me to the dogs.
to throw oneself at the feet of
to kneel or stoop before, cringe or cower in front of
She threw herself at the feet of the kidnappers
and begged for her husband’s release.
to throw oneself on the mercy of the court
to plead, ask, beg, implore, press, appeal, beseech
He threw herself on the mercy of the court,
begging the king for mercy.
to throw one’s hat into the ring
to become a candidate in an election
I’m thinking about throwing my hat into
the ring.

to throw one’s weight around
to boss around, pull strings or rank, let it be
known how much power one has
I think that he throw his weight around because he
does not feel secure in his position.
to throw out bag and baggage
to force or oblige one to totally and completely
leave or move out of a resident
This was no threat. She threw her husband
out bag and baggage.
to throw out of whack
to discomfit, disconcert, bother, disturb, fluster
What he did threw me out of whack.
to throw out of kilter
to disconcert, disquiet, discompose, daunt
I was thrown out of kilter as a result of getting
today’s mail.
to throw out one’s chest
to display one’s proud, be puffed up, show that
one is pleased with oneself
The moment that he won the race, he threw out
his chest.
to throw the book at
to punish or to castigate severely by imprisoning
for a long period
After what he has done, they are going to throw
the book at him.
to throw up
to vomit, regurgitate, spit up
When I was pregnant I would throw up
every morning.
to throw up in one's face

to reproach for a past mistake
I'm sick of it. He's always throwing my past
up in my face.
to throw up one’s hands
to say uncle, give up, surrender, raise the white flag,
call it quits
It’s about time that you throw up your hands; there’s
nothing more to be done.
to thumb one’s nose at
to dismiss as insignificant or not worthy
of time or attention
Who are you to treat me with such disrespect. I
won’t allow you to thumb your nose at me.
to thunder
to storm, have a fit, blowup
Stay out of his way; he’s thundering.
to tick one off
to anger, make irate or furious, piss off
She really ticked me off last night.
to tickle one’s fancy
to intrigue, fascinate, tantalize, bewitch
I don’t understand how she is able to tickle
everyone’s fancy.
to tie in
to connect, fit in, associate
You can tie in this decision with all other decisions
made by the court.
to tie one on
to get drunk, become intoxicated, have drunk too much
You sure tied one on last night.

to tie one down
to fetter, handcuff, tie, bind, imprison, yoke, fetter,
shackle, chain
Children can sometimes tie you down.
to tie the knot
to get married or hitched, be married
We tied the knot in style. We went
to Las Vegas.
to tie up in
to involve, mix-up with, embroil in
Please do not tie me up in this; I don’t
want to get involved.
to tie up the loose ends
to finish, wrap up, bring to an end, put the finishing touch on
All that is left to do is to tie up the loose ends.
to tighten one’s belt
to economize, reduce one’s spending
It’s time that you tighten your belt.
to tip off
to warn, put one wise, have one to know, enlighten
He tipped me off on what was happening in the club.
to toe the line
to go along with the way things are already, acquiesce,
follow the rules, play the game
In this corporation, you must toe the line or you
will always have problems.
to toot one’s own horn
to brag, boast, crow, blow one’s own trumpet
She is always tooting her own horn.
to topple

to overthrow, turn out, boot or kick out
They toppled the new government in less than a week.
to toot one’s own horn
to boast or brag about oneself
I wish that you would stop tooting your own
horn. It’s embarrassing.
to torture the truth
to stretch, over exaggerate, misrepresent
or strain a fact
He tortured the truth to such a point that
I would say that he lied.
to total
to wreck, ruin, destroy, shatter, crash
If you continue driving this way, you’re going to total
the car.
to touch a chord
to stir, act on the emotion, soften
This music most definitely touches a chord.
to touch a familial chord
to stir or act on the emotion as a result of reminding
one of the past or of a past event
This song touches a familial chord which brings back
a lot of memories.
to touch to the quick
to touch or affect deeply one’s emotion or feeling,
greatly stir or impact
His words touched me to the quick.
to tough it out
to hold fast, resist, remain strong, tolerate, hold on
All I can say is that he made it by toughing it out.

to track down
to look for, sniff, search, fish or ferret out, follow the trail of
No matter where you go, I will track you down.
to trash (slang)
to destroy, bring to ruin, spoil, ravage, defame
She trashed my reputation.
to tread on the toes of
to offend, put off, rankle, affront, insult, rattle
She is always tread on the toes of anyone in whom
she comes in contact.
to treat like a dog
to treat badly, treat in a brutal or vile manner
I do not appreciate the way that you behave.
You treat me like a dog.
to trim down
to rebuke, reprimand, reproach, castigate
The boss trimmed down his manager in
front of everyone.
to trounce
to quash, defeat, overwhelm, totally vanquish
Because you were not there to help, the other team was
able to trounce your team without any problems.
to trust to blind luck
to set oneself up for failure, ride for a fall, live in a way
so that one fails, ask for trouble, gamble foolishly
Only a fool who courts failure trusts to blind luck.
to try one’s hand at
to make an attempt, endeavor, undertake, try
I’ll try my hand at talking to her but I think that
it is waste of time.

to trump
to surpass, get the better, outshine, outdo, excel,
defeat, get the better or the best of
The young fighters were able to trump the invaders.
to trump up
to contrive, fake, lie, invent, concoct, cook up, deceive
They trumped up the charges. The young men were
guilty of nothing.
to tug at one’s heartstrings
to make one feel pity for one, make feel sorry for one
I must admit that his words did tug at my
heartstrings.
to tug on the heartstrings
to make one feel pity for one, make feel sorry for one
I must admit that his words did tug on the
heartstrings.
to turn a blind eye to
to pretend not to see ignore, not pay attention to, look
right through
The monarch turned a blind eye to the woman’s
pleas.
to turn a deaf ear to
to ignore, not pay attention to, not listen to
The monarch turned a deaf ear to the woman’s
pleas.
to turn against
to revolt, rise or rebel against, no longer be on one’s side
I don’t what happened but the party turned against
the candidate.
to turn blue in the face
to become angry, upset, furious, fit to tie, mad as a hatter,
hot under the collar, foaming at the mouth or mad

His anger left me blue in the face.
to turn green
to be or get nauseated, be sick at the stomach
Is something wrong? You’re turning green.
to turn in
1.
to go to sleep, go to bed, hit the hay
I am too tired to eat; I’m going to turn in.
Good night.
2.

to hand over or give to the authorities
Although it was very painful, he turned in his brother
to the police.

to turn inside out
to reverse, turn backward
She turned the dress inside out to see how it was made.
to turn loose
to take off the handcuffs, let loose, untie, free, untie,
disenthrall, let go, unchain, liberate, set loose
I demand that you turn loose everyone.
to turn one’s back on
to disown, want nothing to do with, repudiate, to disown,
wash one’s hands of, disavow, reject
After my family realized that I was going to marry him, they
turned their back on me.
to turn one’s guns on
to attack, have within one’s range, be a target
After he defeated his Democratic opponents, he
turned his guns on the Republican candidate.
to turn one’s stomach
1.
to make one sick or want to vomit, nauseate
When I saw the scene, it turned my stomach.
2.

to make one feel uncomfortable queasy or uneasy

Sitting beside him turned my stomach.
to turn over a new leaf
to start or begin again, start anew
This year I hope to turn over a new leaf.
to turn out
to topple, overthrow, turn out, kick or boot out
They turned out the new government in less
than a week.
to turn out badly
to fail, not succeed, collapse, fall through
All my plans for this Spring vacation
turned out badly.
to turn red in the face
1.
to become embarrassed, ashamed, discomfited,
flustered, unhinged, ruffled, in a tizzy or uneasy
When I heard his words, I turned red in the face.
2.

to be blushing, flushing or glowing
I know that she likes him because she turns red
in the face every time he talks to her.

to turn tail
to run away, escape, get out quickly
When she saw her father, she turned tail and
ran as far as quickly.
to turn the tables
to take or get revenge, avenge, pay back
Once he came to power he turned the
tables on his enemies.
to turn the tide
to reverse or change the course of
The candidate was able to turn the tide

of opinion to win the election.
to turn thumbs down
to turn down, reject, rebuff, refuse, disapprove of
He turned thumbs down on the plan.
to turn up
to dig up, unearth, discover, find out, uncover, bring
to light or into the open
It took awhile but I finally turned up the truth.
to tussle
to go at it, fight, scuffle, fight, tussle, mix it up, brawl
We weren’t fighting only tussling.
to tweak one’s nose
to poke fun at, knock, laugh at, roast, make fun of
He loves tweaking his opponents nose.
to twist one’s arm
to force, obligate, coerce
Even if you twist my arm, I will not do what you want.
to twist the lion’s tail
to taunt, bell the car, square off against
If you twist the lion’s tail, you should expect a reaction.
to twist (a fact or truth)
to misrepresent, distort, pervert or misstate
I will not allow you to keep twisting the facts.
to two-time
to date two persons at the same time, cheat on
Be careful he is always two-timing people.
to undercut
1.
to sell cheaper or sell less than, sell at a loss
So that customers would not go to his competitors,

he undercut his prices.
2.

to sabotage, wreck, damage or ruin
I was undercut by the person who I
thought was my best friend.

to underestimate
to minimize, undervalue, hold cheap, despise, look down on,
look down one’s nose at, belittle
It’s your own fault; you have always underestimated me.
to undermine
to sabotage, wreck, damage or ruin the foundation
or base
I can’t believe that my best friend undermined
me with our friends and neighbors.
to undertake
to bear, the burden of, take on oneself, shoulder take
upon oneself, assume or accept responsibility for
Since you undertook the war, this is your, and only your,
responsibility.
to undress with one’s eyes
to look up and down, use one’s eyes to demonstrate
one’s interest, check out
When I first met him, he undressed me with
his eyes.
to underscore
to emphasize, point up, play up, highlight, bring
into relief, underline, mark, call attention to
She felt that it was necessary to underscore her
commitment.
to unfasten
to sever the ties, cut the knot, disengage, untie, unfetter,
unhitch, unhook
If you do not unfasten yourself, you will never get free.

to unsettle
to discompose, upset, ruffle, discompose, jolt, jar
I must admit that his presence unsettled me like
very few things ever have.
to untangle
to unravel, figure out or disentangle
I am still unable to untangle everything that happened.
to up (increase)
to increase, escalate, shoot up, step up
Why are you always upping the prices?
to upset
to upset, greatly impact, ruffle, discompose, unsettle, stir
The report upset me like quite a bit.
to upset the apple cart
to ruffle, unsettle or discombobulate a situation
which had appeared to be calm and peaceful
Everyone here is living a lie; it is your job to upset the
apple cart.
to upstage
to overshadow, outdazzle, eclipse, outdo, outshine,
outglitter, put in the shade
I must admit that he did succeed in upstaging me.
to use as a whipping boy
to be the person who is normally blamed for anything
that goes wrong, scapegoat or fall guy
Every time you want to blame somebody for something;
you use him as a whipping boy.
to vanish from the face of the earth
to disappear from sight, disappear without leaving
a trace, disappear off the face of the earth
Have you seen Mary? She seemed to have vanished

from the face of the earth.
to vanish into thin air
to disappear into thin air, fade away, recede from view
leave without leaving a trace, vanish, vaporize, evaporate
He vanished into thin air.
to vanish off the face of the earth
to leave without leaving a trace, be swallowed up,
vanish from sight, be lost to sight
I never saw him again. It was as if they vanished off the
face of the earth.
to vanish off without leaving
to disappear from sight, without leaving a trace or
off the face of the earth
Have you seen Mary? She seemed to have vanished
off without leaving a trace.
to vote down
to frustrate, abort, defeat, put an end to
As a result of voting down the measure, all discussion
should come to an end.
to wag one’s finger at
to chastise, chasten, discipline, admonish, dress down,
chew out, tongue-lash, reprimand
I don’t appreciate you wagging your finger at me. I
know that I did wrong.
to wait for the ax to fall
to have one’s heart in one’s mouth, be jumpy, on edge
or anxious, be waiting for what comes next
I can’t stay with him because I keep waiting
for the ax to fall.
to wait for the bomb to go off
to be jittery uneasy, be on tenterhooks, anxious
or antsy, be expecting something else to happen

I can’t stay with him because I keep waiting
for the other shoe to fall.
to wait for the other shoe to fall
to be anxious, antsy, itching or jumpy,
be expecting something else to happen
I can’t stay with him because I keep waiting
for the other shoe to fall.
to wait on hand and foot
to pamper, favor, overindulge
You should allow him to do things and not wait on
him hand and foot.
to wait on tables
to work as a waiter, tend or serve tables
While at university, he waited on tables.
to walk down the aisle
to get married, marry, become husband and wife,
become spouses
It was not easy to walk down the aisle.
to walk off with
to rob, steal, carry off, shoplift
I will not allow you to walk off with all her money.
to walk on eggs around
to tread softly and carefully around
You must walk on eggs around him and his family.
to walk on water
to believe oneself better or superior to others
He thinks that he walks on water; he doesn’t.
to walk out on
to leave, go away, split
He walked out on his wife and left her with two
children.

to walk the floors over
to worry or fret over
I had my parents walk the floor over me when I was a teenager.
to wallop
to surpass, get the better, outshine, outdo, excel,
defeat, trump, get the better or the best of
They thought they were superior but my son walloped them in
they very area in which they though they excelled.
to want it in black and white
to want it written down on paper
Before I agree to anything, I want it in black and white.
to want nothing to do with
to disown, wash one’s hands of, disavow, reject, turn one’s
back on
I am no longer willing to try; I want nothing to do with you
anymore.
to want the whole ball of wax
to want everything or the whole thing
This time I want the whole ball of wax.
to want the whole kit and caboodle
to want everything, the whole ball of wax,
whole deal or whole shooting match
to want the whole shooting match
to want everything, whole ball of wax, whole deal or
whole kit and caboodle
I want the whole shooting match.
to want the works
to want everything, whole shooting match,
whole deal
I want the works; don’t spare anything.

to warm up to
to open up to, feel comfortable around, no longer feel
anxious or nervous with, no longer be uncomfortable with
It takes him forever to warm up to people.
to wash one’s hands of
to want nothing to do with, disavow, reject, turn one’s back on
I wash my hand of you and your family.
to watch one’s weight
to be careful what one eats so that one does not
gain weight
So that you don’t get fatter, you should watch
your weight.
to water down
to adulterate, dilute, weaken, mix, cut
They will not permit you to water down the
drugs. They will kill you.
to wax and wane
to alternately increase and decrease
His love is always waxing and waning.
to wear blinkers
to be myopic, prejudice or settled
He likes wearing blinkers so that he is not
force to change.
to wear down
to wear on
to annoy, bother, pester, drive crazy, irritate
All this publicity is wearing on me.
to wear on one’s nerves
irritate, irk, peeve, annoy, pester, make
one lose one’s patience

She wears on my nerves.
to wear out
to longer function, used all up
My son was a teenager, he would wear out his shoes every year.
to wear the pants (trousers)
to control, dominate or exercise control
I want to make it clear that in this house,
I wear the pants.
to weather the storm
to stand, hold one’s ground, hold fast,
resist, remain, strong
It took a lot of self-control and discipline, but I was
able to weather the storm.
to weigh (something or a matter)
to ponder, consider, ruminate, muse over, brood
over, contemplate, mull over
Before doing anything, I am going to take the time
to weigh my options.
to weigh anchor
to depart, leave, sail away
It is time to weigh anchor.
to weigh down
to encumber, make extraordinarily difficult, burden or
hamper so that one can not progress
He did not want children because he believed that they
would weigh him down.
to weigh heavily on
to distress, worry or agonize over,
to weigh in with
to give, join in or add one’s with one’s perspective or thoughts
I had stayed out but it is now time that I weigh in

with what I think. It could help calm down the situation.
to weigh on one’s mind
to worry, agonize over, distress, lose sleep over, stay
awake nights
What she is now doing weighs on my mind.
to weigh one’s words
to contemplate or consider what one says very carefully,
pay very careful attention to one’s words
It is obvious that she is a person who weighs her words.
to welcome one with open arms
to welcome in a friendly, pleasant or hearty manner,
be cordial, amiable or gracious
He welcomed his daughter with open arms.
to wet one’s whistle (slang)
to get a drink, down some beers, throw back
a shot or two
I need to wet my whistle.
(to) when chips are down
(to be) when things are at the worst, when a
situation is bad or difficult
When chips are down, one known who
one’s friends are.
(to) when the shit hits the fan
(to be) when one has to face the consequence of
one’s action, face the music
When the shit hits the fan, you will understand
all the damage that you have done.
to whistle a different tune
to renege, make an about face, retract, disavow, rescind,
take back, recant, repudiate, eat one’s words
Now that she knows what really happened, she is whistling
a different tune.

to whitewash
to cover up, diminish, smooth or gloss over
They tried unsuccessfully to whitewash the issues.
to whoop it up
to celebrate, raise the roof, paint the town red,
go out to have a good time
I want to whoop it and party!
to win by a landslide
to win by a large amount, win by much more
than fifty percent
I can’t believe that he won by a landslide.
to win hands down
to beat one’s opponent without any doubt or question,
walk away with a race or competition
He won the election hands down.
to win in a sweep
to win a competition big or with more than
fifty percent
There no doubt what the people want. The
congressman won in a sweep.
to win in a walk
to win easily or without a problem
to wind up
to bring to an end, wrap up, terminate, finish,
complete, close
It’s time to wind up the discussion.
to window dress
to camouflage, cover up, gloss over, disguise, cloak,
conceal, put on a false front or façade
You can’t window dress everything.

to wine and dine
to live well, live up, pamper, indulge, spoil, spoil rotten
She is used to men wining and dining her.
to wing it
to not be sufficiently prepared to do, do ad lib,
extemporize
When I gave the speech, I winged it.
to wink at
to ignore, pretend not to see, pay no heed or
attention to, underplay
He just winks at his sons’ indiscretions.
to wipe out an old score
to have taken revenge or inflicted punishment
on one’s opponent
It has taken many years but I have wiped out
an old score. I can now rest.
to wipe one’s feet on
to treat one with great disdain or disrespect, scorn,
rebuff, sneeze at
He had thought that he could wipe his feet on me.
I showed him that he was wrong.
to wipe the floor with
to overwhelm, eat someone’s lunch,
defeat, quash
Yes, he won. The fact is that he wiped the
floor with his opponent.
to wipe the grin off of one's face
to wipe away or to destroy someone's self-satisfaction,
smugness, or false serenity
It gave me so much satisfaction to wipe the smile
off of her face.
to wipe the smile off of one's face

to humble, shame, humiliate, shame, put to shame
If you don’t shut up, I’ll wipe that smile off
your face.
to wolf down
to eat rapidly, consume ravenously, devour
When I got home, I was so hungry that I wolfed
down my dinner.
to woo
to court, to flirt with, sweet talk
Try wooing her. Spend time with her.
to work at a nine-to-five job
to work or labor at a routine and boring job
I can not stand working at a nine-to-five job.
to work behind the scenes
to work privately, function not in the open, do
what is necessary in an undercover manner
He prefers to always work behind the scenes.
to worm out of
to get out of trouble or a mess, escape a
bad situation in an underhanded or devious manner
I can not stand him; he is always worming out
of everything.
to worry about one’s bread and butter
to be preoccupied with how much money
one earns
Because I work on commission, I am always
worrying about my bread and butter.
to wrap around one's finger
to easily control, dominate or manipulate
She has her boyfriend wrapped around her finger.
to wrap up

to bring to an end, wind up, terminate, finish,
complete, close
It’s time to wrap up the discussion.
to wring dry
to squeeze dry, take all of one’s resources, take to the cleaners
She succeeded in wringing him dry in the divorce.
He doesn’t have enough money to even buy a cup of coffee.
to write off
to dismiss, no longer see as relevant or
significant, ignore
Her father wrote her off and no longer spends
time with her.
to yak
to chatter, talk, babble, run one’s mouth
I wish that you would stop yakking so much.
to yank one around
to purposely give one a hard or difficult time
I demand that you stop yanking me around. Either
you want to be with me or you don’t.
to yell oneself hoarse
to shout, scream or holler in such to such an extent
that one can no longer speak
If you keep screaming, you’re going to yell yourself
hoarse.
to yearn
to long, sigh, crave, pine, hope or ache for, be dying or
itching for, be attracted to, hunger or thirst for
The only way that I can explain it is that they yearn for
each other.
to yen for
to crave, pine, hope, burn, hanker, want or ache for,
greatly desire, be dying or itching for

It can not be overestimated how much he yens for her.
to zero in on
to directing one’s thinking on, focus in one, not looking left
or right but only straight ahead
He zeroed in on the child until he looked up.
More general expressions
(savvy slang/ April 1-30)
to act like a peacock
to flaunt, parade, cut a shine, swagger
You act like a peacock. It is really a turn off.
to apple-polish
to butter up, play up to, fawn upon, flatter
You don’t have to apple-polish to get what you want.
to arrive at a place in a mass
to arrive in a group or body
They arrived at the party in a mass.
to ask around
to pry or inquire into, nose about or around
Why are you asking around about me? Why am I of interest to you?
to beat out
to win against, defeat, edge out
I was able to beat out my opponent by out witting him.
to bend one to one’s will
to intimidate, compel, overawe, coerce, cow
He is always trying to bend everyone to his will.
to brag
to boast, crow, swagger, show off, blow one’s own trumpet
Here comes John; he loves to brag.

to suck up to
to bow and scrape, worm, fall all over, bootlick, lick or
kiss one’s feet
Why don’t you stop sucking up to your boss? It’s disgusting!
to bore one stiff
to greatly bore or exasperate, tax one’s patience, bore
to death or to tears
This class bores me stiff.
to bore one to death
to greatly bore or exasperate, tax one’s patience, bore
stiff or to tears
She can bore anyone to death.
to bore one to tears
to greatly bore or exasperate, tax one’s patience, bore
stiff or to death
I’m going home because this party is boring me to tears.
to break the grid lock
to break the impasse, deadlock, standstill or predicament
If you ran for president, you could break the grid lock.
to bring forward
to be exhibited, reveal, bring out, roll out
He brought forward his ideas without fears of having
them criticized.
to bring out
to roll or trot out, exhibit, present, show
I strongly suggest that you bring out your fashion line as
quickly as possible.
to bring to a full stop
to stop or halt completely and totally
The policemen brought the car to a full stop.

to brown-nose
1.
to flatter, fawn, back scratch, prostrate oneself, stoop, crouch,
squat, cringe
He is always brown-nosing his boss.
to buckle down
to get busy, get to work, get off the dime, put one’s nose
to grindstone
When are you going to buckle down and stop failing?
to bad-mouth
to speak or talk badly about, libel, backbite
She is always bad-mouthing her enemies.
to bug
to eavesdrop on, put microphones on one’s phone or in one’s
home, wiretap
The FBI did bug many of the Civil Rights leaders.
to burn the candle at both ends
to strive, work like a Trojan, roll up one’s sleeve, work hard
So that this business succeeds, you need to burn the candle
at both ends.
to burn the midnight oil
to toil, apply oneself, burn the candle at both ends, kill oneself
The only way that I made it last semester was by burning the
midnight oil.
to butcher
to kill by knifing, axing, stabbing, severing or cutting
With their machetes, the rebels butchered the population.
to butt into
to give one’s opinion without being asked for it, mind
another’s business by giving unsolicited comment
You need to shut up and stop butting into this conversation.

to butt out of
to keep one's nose out of, not concern oneself with the affairs
or business of others
You need to butt out of my business.
to call attention to
to draw attention to,, show off, flaunt, spotlight, put
oneself forward or forth
He loves calling attention to all his accomplishments.
to call into question
to dispute, challenge, question, contend
He called into question the election.
to cause bad blood
to cause rancor, malevolence, malignity or antipathy, antagonize,
set at variance
Your very presence has caused bad blood.
to change one’s tune
to change one’s story, reverse oneself, backpedal
Now that he knows that I know the truth, he’s changing his tune.
to chew one’s ear off
to talk to one to the point of boredom, talk one’s head off
While we were waiting for you to arrive, he chewed my ear off.
to chip
to make a hole in, nick, make a cut in, scratch, gash
I chipped the window of the car.
to come crashing down about one’s ears
to have everything collapse, falter, fail, flounder or founder
When everyone found out the truth, everything came
crashing down about our ears.
to clean forget
to totally and completely forget, slip one’s mind, not remember

My God, how could I clean forget about her arrival today?
to comb through
to search, scour or look through, investigate thoroughly
They combed through the city to find the kidnappers.
to beat out
to win against, defeat, edge out
I was able to beat out my opponent by out witting him.
to come out second best
to lose, not to be number one, be defeated, lose out
She’s going to try hard so that she stops coming off
second best.
(type in an expression)
the idiomatic expression page contains the idiom to come to nothing. the
idiomatic expression or idiom to come to nothing is very important.
to come to nothing
to come to grief, crumble, topple, fall through, turn out badly
It is sad to admit that all my work came to nothing.
to commit hari-kari
to commit suicide, kill oneself, self-destruct
During World War Two many soldiers committed hari-kari.
to completely slip one’s mind
to totally and completely forget, slip one’s mind, not remember,
clean forget
My God, how could her arrival completely slip my mind?
to consider the pros and cons
to consider before deciding, weigh, have qualms about,
think twice about
I can not just accept what he says; I must consider the
pros and cons.

to count noses
to count the number of persons present
How many people are here? Count noses.
to crow
to brag, boast, sing one’s own praises, bluster
Stop crowing! You are not all that fantastic.
to cut a shine
to swagger, parade, walk around like a peacock, flaunt
He only thinks he cuts a shine. The reality is that he
looks foolish.
to horn in on
to cut in on, edge in, interrupt or intervene in one’s
conversation
Don’t horn in on my conversation!
to cut off one's nose to spite one's face
to destroy one’s own interest, destroy oneself, self-destruct
By getting drunk, you’re not hurting your ex-boyfriend. All you’re
doing is cutting off your nose to spite your own face.
to cut one’s own throat
to slit one’s own throat, destroy one’s own interest, destroy
oneself, self-destruct
Please explain to me what do you gain when you cut your
own throat?
to dig out
to root, sniff, ferret or find out
She loves to dig out information on other people.
to do a number on
to deride, treat bad or badly, dump on
He did a number on her that she will not soon forget.

to do right under one’s nose
to do in bold defiance, without hiding, frankly or not shyly
He has no shame. He did everything right under my nose.
to dog-ear
to fold over the page of a book to mark it
I can tell that this is her book; she is always dog-earing
the pages.
to double-over
to fold, crease, fold back
Double-over the paper so that I’ll know which page.
to drag through the mud
to defame, deride, asperse, impugn, slur, smear
She dragged through the mud not only her name but
that of her entire family.
to draw attention to
to call attention to, show off, flaunt, spotlight
oneself
She is always drawing attention to herself.
to drudge
to work or toil very hard, grind, drudge, plod
All I do is drudge all day.
to drum in the ears
to crash, clatter, ring in the ears, deafen, blare
Your music drums in the ears.
to dump on
to put or run down, do a hatchet job on, do a number on
I won’t allow you to dump on me anymore.
to earn brownie points
to be on one’s knee, bootlick, worm along, fawn upon,
flatter

The way that he gets what he needs is by earning
brownie points.
to eavesdrop on
to bug, wiretap, listen to a conversation not meant for
one’s ears, snoop on
The government has been eavesdropping on the men for years.
to even the score
to retaliate, settle the score, return the compliment
I promise you that one day I will be able to even the
score.
to fall crashing down about one's ears
to have everything collapse, falter, fail, flounder or founder
When everyone found out the truth, everything fell
crashing down about our ears.
to fish out
to root out, dig out, sniff, ferret, smell or find out
She will not tell you; you’re going to have fish out the information.
(stopped here on wed morning/june 29)
to flaunt
to be conspicuous, open, exposed, uncovered, evident, revealed or
unconcealed
He flaunts the fact that he has a lot of money.
to fling dirt at
to put down, insult, give offense to, slight, cut up
He is always flinging dirt at everyone.
to foil
to scotch, hamstring, stop, sabotage, impede
I’ll tell you the truth. I don’t know how I foiled him.
to follow one's nose

to use one's instinct, intuition or feeling to solve a problem
The detective always follows his nose in order to solve most
of his cases.
to find a sympathetic ear
to find someone who is a caring, compassionate, supportive or
empathetic
He has finally found a sympathetic ear to listen to his woes
and problems.
to gain the ear of
to get or acquire one's attention in order

to influence or affect

Luckily, he was able to gain the ear of the authorities.
to gash
to cut, tear, scotch, slit, slash
He gashed his head in the accident.
to get a bloody nose
1.
to be hit in the nose so that one’s nose is bleeding
After he played football, he had a bloody nose.
2.

to be repudiated, spurned or rebuffed
I got a bloody nose from his sarcastic comments.

to get a nose job
to get cosmetic surgery on the nose
I like your nose; I don't think that you need to get a nose job.
to get an earful
to be given or receive a sharp reproach, be criticized or given
a tongue lash
He gave me an earful last night.
to get busy
to get to work, get off the dime, put one’s nose to grindstone
It’s time that you get busy; we don’t have the rent money.

to get it
to hit on the nose, get it right, hit it on the dot or on the
spot on
Yes! I think that you get it.
to get it on the nose
to be precise, exact, correct or accurate
Exactly, you got it on the nose.
to get off one’s ass
to get off one’s duff, work, stop being lazy, work
Get off your ass and do something with your life.
to get off one’s behind
to stop being lazy, get off the dime, get busy, get down to it, get
down to business
You need to get off one’s behind and do something with your life.
to get off one’s duff
to kill oneself, slave away, work hard, not allow one’s laziness to
stop one from working hard
You need to get off your duff and make some money.
to get off one’s high horses
to stop having a swell-head, stop being cocky, haughty, lordly
or pompous
You need to get off your high horses; you are not that fantastic.
to get off one’s knees
to fawn, flatter, boot-lick, bow and scrape, kiss one’s
feet
Isn’t it time that you get off your knees.
to get one’s rear in gear
to get off one’s behind, stop being lazy, get off the dime, get
busy, get down to it
Get your rear in gear and make something of your life.
to get off the dime

to get busy, get down to it, get down to business, get off
one’s duff or behind
When are you going to get off the dime and do something
with life?
to get up someone's nose
to irritate, annoy, anger
Every time I see him, he gets up my nose. I can't
stand him.
to get up to speed
to put one’s ear to the ground, become well-informed,
current or up-to-date
You don’t know what is happening; it is time to get up
to speed.
to give a bad name to
to defame, talk or speak ill of, run down, cut up, deride
Because of all the reporting, he has given a bad name to
our country and culture
to give fair warning to
to forewarn, advise, give warning, tip off, alert
Although you had been given fair warning, you chose to ignore it.
to give no ear to
to reject, refuse credence to, disavow, give no credit, discredit,
give no credit, disbelieve
I give no ear to such talk; it is nothing but bigotry disguised
as a moral argument.
to give the high sign to
to enlighten, give prior notice, forewarn, give warning, give fair
warning, alert
She had been given the high sign to his neighbors; therefore, they
can not claim ignorance.
to give the once over
to inquire into, investigate, probe, check over

I’ve give the once over several times but nothing; I’ve found nothing.
to give tit for tat
to return like for like, even or settle the score, pay back,
retaliate, return the compliment
Giving tit for tat does nothing to solve the problem.
to go into nose-dive
to skydive, plunge or dive front part first
Before crashing, the airplane went into a nose-dive.
to go over point by point
to scrutinize, examine or analyze thoroughly, go over step by step
Before I accept your explanation, I will need to go over point by
point.
to go over step by step
to go over point by point, scrutinize, examine or analyze
thoroughly
Can we go over step by step exactly what happened? I need
to know.
to go over with a fine-tooth comb
to scrutinize, investigate, leave no stone unturned, thoroughly
research
I have gone over with a fine-tooth comb but I have found nothing.
to gouge
to cut, slash, knife, slit
He gouged him with a knife.
to gouge one’s eyes out
to remove one’s eyes out with a knife or with
one’s fingers
He threatened to gouge her eyes out if she did
not talk.
to gross one out

to upset, mortify, fluster, make sick
The way that he eat grosses me out.
to hamper
to short circuit, stop, impede, foil, hinder
I was hampered at every turn.
to happen before one’s very eyes
to be in a manner which is unhidden, in full view, in the open,
in plain sight
It happened before my very eyes.
(to happen) right out in the open
to be unveiled, not shrouded, in plain view or plain to see
She had an affair right out in the open.
to have a bad feeling
to have qualms, have a funny feeling, misgivings, bad vibes,
have an odd feeling
I don’t want to do this; I have a bad feeling.
to have a big nose
to concern oneself with the affairs or business of another
Be careful, she has a big nose, always sniffing around looking
for info.
to have a cachet
to be important, prestigious, prominent, carry weight
Even though as a reporter she has a lot of cachet, she
could do nothing to help me.
to have a feeling in one’s bones
to have a gut feeling, hunch, feeling, sneaking suspicion
I have a feeling in my bones that he’s lying.
to have a funny feeling
to have a sneaking suspicion, bad vibes or qualms, be leery

I have a funny feeling that something going to happen.
to have a good ear
to be able to discern notes and tones that most people can not
I want him as my producer; he has a good ear.
to have a good nose
1.
to have an innate ability to detect, discover or find
To be a detective, you must have a has a good nose.
2.

to be able to smell what others can not, have a strong
sense of smell
One reason that he works in the perfume industry is that
he has a good nose.

to have a nose for a story
to be able to uncover or find out what is happening
in other ‘s lives
Be careful what you say; she has a nose for a story.
to have a nose for business
to be extraordinarily good, talented or gifted at politics
I am not surprised at his success; he has always had a
nose for business.
to have a nose for danger
to have a special talent to find danger
He's not going to live very long as he has such a nose
for danger.
to have a nose for scandal
to be able to unearth, find or uncover a scandal
That newspaper reporter has a nose for scandal. If someone
is doing something that they don’t want made public, he will find out.
to have a political nose
to be extraordinarily good or have a special flair for politics
It's in his blood. He has a nose for politics.

to (always) have one's nose in a book
to be an insatiable or unquenchable reader
No wonder he's so smart; he always has his nose
in a book.
to have one's nose in every door
to be overly inquisitive or curious, be a snoop
What a neighbor!! He has his nose in every door
waiting for the latest gossip.
to have a second thought
to have a feeling, hunch, suspicion, notion
I wish that I could tell you different but I am beginning
to have a second thought about the deal.
to have a sneaking suspicion
to have a growing or creeping doubt, leeriness or uncertainty
I have a sneaking suspicion that there is something wrong.
to have an ear for music
to have a keen, acute, sharp or intuitive perception for music
He does not need to see the notes; just play the song for him. He
has an excellent ear for music.
to have an odd feeling
to have qualms, have a bad feeling, misgivings, bad vibes
I’m leaving. I have an odd feeling that something isn’t
quite right.
to have bad vibes
to doubt, question, have misgivings or qualms
Ever since it happened, I have had bad vibes.
to have enough and to spare
to be in galore, in abundance, bountiful, in excess, numerous,
in large quantity, more than adequate
Stop worrying because we have enough and to spare of food.

to have globs of (slang)
to be in plentiful amount, inexhaustible, in unending supply,
abundant or overflowing with
He has globs of money; therefore, he won’t miss a couple of dollars.
to have horse sense
to be wise, have common sense or judicious
She is someone who can be trusted because she has
horse sense.
(to have) no stone left unturned
to be looked into, investigated, inquired into, ransacked through
or ferreted out
No stone will be left unturned. I want to find out what happened.
to have in scads
to be replete with, abounding, copious, overflowing, ample
or rife
We have in scads problems and trouble.
to have loads of
to have plenty or abundance of, be in great quantity or amount
She has loads of money; therefore, she goes shopping everyday.
to have no use for
to pooh-pooh, have nothing to do with, turn one’s nose up at
He won’t tell you but he has no use for either his family or friends.
to have nothing between one's ears
to not be very intelligent, be non-observant, disregardful,
or unthinking
Don’t put all your faith in him. Frankly, he has nothing
between his ears.
to have one’s breath taken away
to be surprised, blown away, astounded or astonished
I had my breath taken away when I entered the room.

(to have) one's ears burning
to feel that one is being talked about or discussed
Her ears were burning. She knew that he was talking about her.
to have one's ears become red
to be embarrassed, ashamed, shamefaced or shamed
She’s very embarrassed that’s why her ears have become so red.
to have one's ears open
to be cautious, attentive vigilant, guarded, careful,
or alert
It's important that while you are here that you have
your ears open.
to have one’s finger in every pie
to be a meddler, snoop or interloper
Go to Mary to find out. She has her finger in every pie.
to have one’s nose to the grindstone
to work hard, push oneself, set to work
The only way to succeed is to have one’s nose to the
grindstone.
to have one’s patience taxed
to be exasperated, wearied, worn or fagged out, have
one’s patience worn
With this situation, I am always having my patience taxed.
to have oodles of
to be plentiful, galore, bountiful or in superabundance, have large
numbers or tons of
As a result of having a number of hit records and movies, she now
has oodles of money.
to have one’s name to be a household word
to be promoted, plugged, made known, pushed or
talked up
She has always wanted to have her name to be

a household word.
to have one in the palm of one’s hand
to be in total control, lead one by the nose, rule the roost
She has him in the palm of her hand.
to have one under one’s thumb
to exercise complete control over someone, be in the
position of authority
Now that he is the CEO, he has everyone under his thumb.
to have one’s wings clipped
to be stopped, impeded, hamstrung or handicapped
Not this time. I will not have my wings clipped. I’m
going for it.
to have qualms
to have a funny or bad feeling, misgivings, bad vibes, have
an odd feeling
I am not at all comfortable with this decision. Frankly, I am
having qualms about what I’ve done.
to have steam coming out of one's ears
to be very angry, furious or enraging
He was so irritated that he had steam coming out of his ears.
to have sway over
to have impact on, greatly influence, affect, impress
He will not be fire; he has sway over too many people.
to have the ears of
to have access to or influence over
He has the ear of so of the most important people
in this town.
to have the drum beaten for
to be put on the map, promoted, plugged, made known,
pushed or talked up

She has worked hard to have the drum beaten for
her new book.
to have the jitters
to have the willies, have the creeps, have qualms, have a bad
or funny feeling, have the willies or the heebie-jeebies
I have the jitters so I think it would be better that I leave.
to have the upper hand
to be the one who calls the shot, hold all the cards, wear
the pants be in the driver’s seat, be the boss or in charge
In this situation, she is the one who has the upper hand.
to have the willies
to have the creeps, have qualms, have a bad or funny feeling,
have the jitters or the heebie-jeebies
I don’t know why but I seem to have the willies.
to heap dirt on
to throw mud on, defame, impugn, deride, do a hatchet
job on, backbite,
Because she heaped dirt on him during their divorce, it’s
no wonder he’s hated.
to heed
give heed to, be heedful or advertent of, listen to
It would be to your advantageous to heed your parents and
their advice.
to heed one’s words
to heed, bear in mind, give heed to, take heed of, pay
heed or attention to
You had been warned to heed my words.
to hiss around one’s ears
to go very or be too close to one’s head
As soon as they stepped off the ship, bullets were hissing
around their ears.

to hit one between the eyes
to boggle, be left breathless, set back on one’s heels
or have one’s breath taken away
What he did and said hit me between the eyes.
to hold one’s fire
1.
to not shoot or stop shooting or using one’s arm
Hold your fire until you are given orders.
2.

to not comment, criticize or attack one’s opponent
The presidential candidate is holding his fire until he
is nominated by his party.

to hold one's nose
to show or display one's displeasure or aversion
Although he was helping me, I knew that he was holding
his nose all the time.
to hold sway over
to have impact on, greatly influence, affect, impress
He will not be fire; he holds sway over too many people.
to horn in on
to interrupt or intervene in one’s conversation as a way of
meddling
Stop horning in on my conversation.
to hunt out
to search, nose, dig or seek out, hunt up
He hunted out all the information that he would need.
to keep one's nose clean
to stay out of trouble, avoid problems, walk the straight and
narrow
You’re getting another opportunity. Keep your nose clean.
to keep one's nose out of
to not concern oneself with the affairs or business of others

Please keep your nose out of my business.
to keep one’s sleeves rolled up
to labor, grind, work hard, work one’s fingers to the bone
If you want that car, you’re going to have to keep your
sleeves rolled up.
to knife
to slash, cut, swipe, stab, lacerate
The gangster knifed his opponent before escaping.
to know the tricks of the trade
to be good or apt at
He knows the trick of the trade so he can not be easily fooled.
to lay bare
to not hide or cover up, show, make lucid, conspicuous
or transparent
You would do yourself a world of good if you laid bare
all your plans.
to lead one by the nose
to exercise complete control, reign or rule over
He controls his friend to such an extent that he leads him
by the nose.
to leave no stone unturned
to look into, investigate, inquire into, ransack, ferret out
I will leave no stone unturned until I found out what happened.
to leave one dumbfounded
to be left stunned, amazed, shocked, stunned, astounded,
astonished or startled
Your words have left me dumbfounded.
to leave one open-mouthed
to boggle, bowl over, not be able to believe one’s eyes
or ears, be flabbergasted or thunderstruck

My children always leave me open-mouthed.
to listen up
to pay a mind to, listen, listen hard to, pay attention to, mind
You need to listen up; what I have to say is important.
to listen with both ears
to listen carefully, be attentive to, pay attention to
I hear what you’re say. I’ve been listening with both ears.
to listen with half an ear
to not give one's full attention, disregard, ignore
You did not do as I said because you had only listened
with half an ear.
to look down at
to disparage, deride, turn one’s nose up at, thumb one’s nose at
You have no right to look down at anyone.
to look down one's nose at
to be conceited, snobbish, proud or self-important, haughty,
snobbish or on one’s high horses
You have no right to look down your nose at me.
to look into
to probe, investigate, scrutinize, inquire into, leave no
stone unturned
I will look into the accusation to see if it stands up.
to look everywhere
to scour or hunt out, rummage or search through, turn
upside down, nose, dig or seek out
I looked everywhere but I was not able to find any evidence.
to look high and low
to turn everything upside down, leave no stone unturned, hunt
out, go over with a fine-tooth comb

I looked high and low to find him but I was not successful.
to look right past
to ignore, disregard, dismiss, look right through
Ever since our argument, every time we meet he has looked
right past me.
to look, walk and talk like a duck
to appear to be, have all the indications of
If it looks, walks and talks like a duck, it is a duck.
to make a breakthrough
to finally become successful, succeed, arrive, make
it, finally get somewhere
I never thought that my business would make a
breakthrough.
to make a close study of
to go over step by step, go over point by point, scrutinize,
examine or analyze thoroughly
Before handing down our opinion, we need to make a close
study of the question.
to make a cut in
to slit, cut into, slice, gash, cut
He made a cut in his leg.
to make a long nose at
to show one's disgust, contempt, disregard or condescension
You can not make a long nose at him. He is, after all, paying
the bills.
to make a monkey of
to make one look like a fool, belittle, lessen, put down
He made a monkey of his opponent.
to make calf’s eyes at
to flirt with, wink at, look sweet at, flutter one’s eyes at

You should stop making calf eyes at your classmate.
He is getting embarrassed.
to make mince meat of
to dress down, lambaste, slam, castigate, chastise
He made mince meat of the new recruits.
to make one’s blood boil
to bug, rile, rile up, irk
Every time I see him, he makes my blood boil.
to make one change color
to be flustered, befuddled, flushed, discomposed, confused, or
disconcerted
His remarks made me change color.
to make one’s head swim
to shock, astound, take one’s breath away, flabbergast, bewilder,
stun, surprise, amaze
Your argument makes my head swim.
to make the most of
to turn to account, cash in on, capitalize on, take
advantage, strike while the iron is hot
I worked hard to make the most of every situation.
to manhandle
to push around, rough up, cow, bully, twist one’s arm
It is against the law to manhandle the suspects.
to mar
to disfigure, mutilate, scratch up, flaw, damage
He marred the desk.
to mind one's own business
to butt out of, keep one's nose out of, not concern oneself
with the affairs or business of others
Mind your own business!

to move around the deck chairs (on the Titanic)
to change only superficially, make only superficial or
insignificant changes
All you did was to move around the deck chairs on the
Titanic.
to muscle in on
to horn in on, kibitz or cut in on, forcibly intervene in
one’s conversation
You will get your turn but it is not fair that you muscle in
on the conversation.
to need a hard-nose
to need to be shrewd, tough, pitiless or callous
You need a hard-nose on this case and leave your feelings out.
to nick
1.
to put a dent in, dent, scratch, mar, mark
This tiny pebble nicked my rear view window.
2.

to victimize, defraud, take for a ride, swindle
He had nicked her and left long before she realized it.

to nose about
to pry or inquire into, question,
She 's such a busybody. She's always nosing about.
to nose around
to snoop, pry or inquire into, ask around
You need to stop nosing around so much. It’s very unattractive.
to nose into
to pry or inquire into, question, meddle in, intervene
Don't nose into my business.
to nose out
to win against or beat out by a very narrow margin
He nosed her out of the job.

to not believe one’s ears
to be bowled over, flabbergasted, floored, boggled, taken aback,
dumbfounded, jolted or caught up short
I could not believe my ears that you really believe that you are
right.
to not care a penny for
to not care one whit about, be totally and completely
uninterested in, be indifferent or nonchalant about
I don’t care a penny for any of them.
to not care one way or the other
to be indifferent, indifferent to, apathetic, uninterested, aloof,
or uninterested in
Frankly, I do not care one way or the other about what happens.
to not close oneself off to
to listen hard to, pay full attention to, not close one’s ears,
pay mind to
You should not close yourself off to all the help that
he offers.
to not give a fuck
to be unsympathetic, not care, not concerned about or
uninterested in
After we did what we did, the truth is that I did not give a
fuck about the victim or the consequences.
to not give a flying fuck
to be unsympathetic, not care, not concerned about or
uninterested in
After we did what we did, the truth is that I did not give a
flying fuck about the victim or the consequences.
to not look to the left or right but straight ahead
to walk the straight and narrow, stay out of trouble, remain out
of jail, keep one’s nose clean but only straight ahead
So that you don’t go back to jail you must not look to the left or

right but straight ahead.
to not make it
1.
to fail, be overcome, lose out, flunk, flunk out
She is really tried hard but she did not make it.
2.

to die, expire, stop breathing
Even though we did our best, she did not make it. She’s
just died

to not quite make it
to almost or nearly succeed, almost make it or succeed, fail
This time he did not quite make it. He has to do the semester
again.
to not tune out
to pay heed to, remain engaged, pay attention to
Please do not tune out; I need you to listen me.
to open one’s ears
to listen or pay attention, listen carefully
Open your ears and listen to what she is really saying.
to pay off
1.
to liquidate, satisfy, settle
He paid off my debts.
2.

to bribe, grease the palm of, buy off, corrupt
You can not pay off everyone. You should just
face the consequences of your action.

to pick up
to get better, get back in shape, perk up, recover, rejuvenate
With this new treatment, he should pick up.
to pin one's ears back
to chastise, scold or admonish
When my father saw my report card, he pinned my
ears back.
to pit oneself against

to compete or play against, challenge, take on one’s challenge
The two teams pit themselves against one another.
to pay full attention to
to lend an eye, listen hard to, be attentive, give one's full
attention
You need to pay full attention to his words.
to peeve
to get up one’s nose, pester, irk, rile, get under one’s skin
He peeves me like no one can.
to pester
to irk, peeve, get on one’s last nerve or up one’s nose
I wish that you would not pester me.
to pique
to exasperate, irritate, provoke, annoy or incense
He piqued everyone in the company.
to play it by ear
to extemporize, ad-lib, improvise
As a stand up comic, I am always playing it by ear.
to poke one’s nose where it does not belong
to snoop, mind other’s business, be a snoop
She always pokes her nose where it does not belong.
to pommel
to beat up, give a sound beating to, pummel, whack, sock
The organized crime boss pommeled the man to demonstrate
his power.
to pony up
to pay for, remunerate, satisfy, make good
It’s time that the executives pony up. We’ve been waiting
long enough.

to prick up one's ears
to listen very carefully, with great interest, or diligently
He pricked up his ears once he heard his name mentioned.
to pry
to meddle into, intrude or mind another’s business
Stop prying in what is not your concern.
to pucker one’s brow
to furrow, wrinkle, draw up, knit one’s brow
You are so wrinkled because you are always puckering
your brow.
to pull one’s reputation to pieces
to run down, throw mud on, defame, shred, smear or
smudge one’s pieces
So that people would take his side, he pulled her reputation
to pieces.
to pull out
to renege, try to get out of, welsh on, back pedal
You can not pull out of the deal. You gave your word.
to pull through
to get better, rouse, turn the corner, get back on one’s feet
I knew that the cancer was not going defeat him. I knew that
he was going to pull through.
to pull up by the roots
to completely destroy, crush or smash, not leave any
signs of life
The conqueror completely and totally pull up by
the roots the culture and society of the conquered.
to pummel
to beat up, give a sound beating to, pummel, whack, sock
The organized crime boss pummeled the man to demonstrate

his power.
to put a word in one's ear
to advise or counsel in confidence, privately or secretly
Tonight, I plan to put a word in her ear. She needs to know
what is going on around her.
to put down
to run down, berate, strongly criticize, deride, cut up
You have no right to put down everybody and everything here.
to put on a front
to flaunt, pretend to be bigger or strong than one really is,
put on airs
I don’t know if she understands or not; she always puts on
a front.
to put one's ear to the ground
to become well-informed, current or up-to-date
To know what was happening, he put his ear to ground.
to put one’s hand to the plow
to work hard, toil, labor, apply oneself
It’s time to put your hand to the plow; otherwise, you will
never succeed.
to put one on a pedestal
to greatly admire or respect, awe, think highly of, sing
the praises of
Because she is so beautiful, he has put her on a pedestal.
to put one out
to irritate, bother, annoy, exasperate, chafe
He and friends put me out.
to put the fear of God in
to overawe, scare, terrify, put the fear of the Lord in
The policy was to put the fear of God in the people; it

didn’t work.
to put the fear of the Lord in
to overawe, scare, terrify, put the fear of God in
The policy was to put the fear of the Lord in the people; it
didn’t work.
to railroad
to press forward, bulldoze, speed, push, force, hasten
or rush through
I won’t allow you to railroad my client.
to raise a few eyebrows
to take aback, jangle, scandalize, shock, offend, jar
What he did most definitely raised a few eyebrows.
to raise an eyebrow
to show emotion such as surprise, displeasure, or anger
He raised an eyebrow when I told him my plans.
to raise one’s eyebrow
to show one’s astonishment, shock or surprise
She raised her eyebrows when he walked into the room.
to rally
1.
to call together, organize, convene, round up, rally
around, gather, assemble
All the people rallied to support the soldiers.
2.

to recover, recuperate, get better, come around, regain
one’s strength, pick or perk up
I am glad to say that he has been rallying after weeks of
being between life and death.

3.

to give a lift to, buoy, cheer up, lift the spirit
I helped my family rally after our last set-back.

to rally round the flag

to support, come together around, show one’s support or
rally around one’s cause or country
I don’t believe in rallying round the flag just because my
country is at war.
to ram through
to push, force or rush through, expedite, railroad, press
forward
He tried to ram through the law. Thank God, he
was not successful.
to rear up against
to get very angry, get hot under the collar, get one’s dander up,
get one’s back up, let one’s anger rise
I knew that we were all in trouble when he reared up against
the director.
to receive an earful
to be given or receive a sharp reproach, be criticized or chastised
Everyday, I am always receiving an earful from her.
to render speechless
to leave incredulous, speechless, amazed, astonished
or flabbergasted
His remarks always renders speechless everyone who
hears them.
to return like for like
to even or settle the score, pay back, retaliate, return the
compliment
I strongly believe in returning like for like.
to ride with the waves
to improvise, create on the spot, ad-lib, wing it
In most situations in life, you must ride with the waves.
to rise and shine
to roll out, get up, rise, wake up, get out of bed, awaken,
hit the deck

Rise and shine; the day is waiting.
to rise to the occasion
to ad-lib, wing it, create on the spot, improvise
In life you must rise to the occasion.
to roll out
to hit the deck, get out of bed, up and at ‘em
What time do you plan to roll out? It’s late.
to root out
to dig out, sniff, ferret, smell or find out
She successfully rooted out the information that she needed.
to rope off
to mark off, demarcate, delimit, restrict, bound
You need to rope off this room.
to rough up
to work over, beat, physically abuse, punch, hit
You should not rough up prisoners.
to rub one the wrong way
to get on one’s nerves, bug, deadhead or pain in the butt
She has always rubbed me the wrong way.
to scotch
to foil, stop, clip the wings of, impede
He did everything to scotched him opponents.
to scour out
to hunt out, rummage or search through, look everywhere, turn
upside down, nose, dig or seek out
I will scour out everything which has been stolen.
to scrutinize
to examine or analyze thoroughly, go over point by point or

step by step
He does not accept an answer easily; he scrutinizes everything.
to see oneself above it all
to be disdainful, haughty, self-admiring, smug, arrogant,
lordly, pompous
I do not like her because she sees herself above it all.
to seize the day
to turn to account, make the most of, cash in on, capitalize on, take
advantage, strike while the iron is hot
Carp Diem means to seize the day.
to settle the score
to pay back, retaliate, even the score, return the compliment
It is time to settle the score.
to shift for oneself
to take care of oneself, stand on one’s own feet, be
independent, fend for oneself, go it alone
Once I left my home, I had to learn to shift for myself.
to sift through
to investigate, go over with a fine-tooth comb, scrutinize, examine
I sifted through everything but I have yet to find any evidence.
to short circuit
to stop, impede, foil, hinder
Once I got scared, I short-circuited everything.
to shrink from
to not be able to stand, not be able to abide, feel repugnance
towards
She is always shrinking from his touch. Why?
to shut the door on
to close the door on, discontinue, close down, put an end to

He shut the door on any more discussion on the matter.
to slap in the face
to insult, slight, affront, fling dirt at
What he did was as if he had slapped me in the face.
to slash
1.
to cut, tear, knife, slice, gash
He slashed her with the knife.
2.

to greatly reduce, discount or cut the prices of
To get people in the store, I slashed all the prices.

to slash one’s own throat
to cut one’s own throat, slit one’s own throat, destroy
one’s own interest, self-destruct
All you have done is slash your own throat.
to slave away
to slave, work like a slave or dog, work one’s fingers to
the bone, work twenty-four/seven
All my life all I have done is slave away but I have never
earned any money.
to slit
to cut into, make a cut in, make an incision, slice
He slit his hand on purpose.
to slit one’s own throat
to get revenge by hurting oneself, destroy one’s own interest,
destroy oneself
All you’re doing is slitting your own throat.
to smile from ear to ear
to demonstrate or show one's happiness, joy, elation by
smiling broadly
She's obviously in a very good mood today. She's smiling
from ear to ear.

to smoke out
to ferret, search or hunt out, unearth,
The army did their best to smoke out the rebel leader.
to snap out of it
to get back in shape, be oneself again, bounce back, be
okay again
He’s not coming back; it’s time that you snap out of it.
to sow the seed of discontent
to cause strife, discord, conflict, dissension or opposition
You have no right to sow the seed of discontent.
to speak evil of
to disparage, denigrate, malign, slander
Why do you speak evil of your husband? It does not
look good.
to speak ill of
to speak evil of, talk badly of, slander, libel
It is not good to speak ill of others.
to spotlight
to call attention to, exhibit, draw attention to, show off,
flaunt, display
You don’t always have to spotlight your successes.
to squeal out in pleasure
to scream or holler out in joy
She squealed out in pleasure when she saw her son
walking down the driveway.
to stick one’s nose where it does not belong
to be nosy, a nosy-body or snoop
No more questions. Stop sticking your nose where it does
not belong.
to stiffen up
to do a slow burn, get angry, get one’s back up, get hot under

the collar, rear up against
There is no need to stiffen up; we can work this out.
to strain one’s ears
to work hard, struggle or labor to hear
Because of the ear infection, I had to strain my ears to hear
the conversation.
to strike one as
to seem to be, look like or appear to be
This strikes me as a conspiracy.
to strike while the iron is hot
to make the most of, turn to account, cash in on,
capitalize on, take advantage, make hay while the
sun shines
This is the best moment. It is always good to make
hay while the sun shines.
to stir one’s blood
to make feel like brand new, breathe new life into, regenerate,
rejuvenate, renew, resuscitate, bring back to life
This new relationship has stirred her blood.
to strut one’s stuff
to walk around like a peacock, flaunt, show off, hold up
On Sundays when she goes to church, she is always
strutting her stuff.
to suck the oxygen out of the room
to be a person or situation who takes all the attention or
who takes the limelight
When he walked in, he sucked the oxygen out of the room.
to take root
to establish, become part of, become embedded,
fasten onto
It will take time that these ideas take root.

to talk a subject to death
to ramble, rant, dwell or harp on, talk to one to the point of
weariness or exhaustion
I’m about to pull my hair out; he always talks a subject
to death.
to talk big
to boast, brag, show off, flaunt what one has
He talks big because he really does not have anything.
to tax one’s patience
to exasperate, weary, wear one’s patience, wear or fag out
This child is always taxing me patience.
to think highly of
to esteem, put one on a pedestal, greatly admire or respect,
awe, make greater than one really is, sing the praises of
I am a great fan; therefore, I think highly of him.
to think off the top of one’s head
to wing it, think on one’s feet, create on the spot, ad-lib
Sometimes it is good to think off the top of your head.
Sometimes it is not.
to think on one’s feet
to extemporize, ad-lib, improvise, rise to the occasion
Learn to think on your feet. You no longer a baby.
to think twice about
to consider, hesitate, ponder, weigh, consider the pros and cons
Because I do not trust him, he makes me think twice about
everything.
to throw mud on
to defame, run down, put down, pull to pieces, impugn
She threw mud on everyone associated with the incident.

to throw one for a loss
to take aback, floor, take one’s breath away
They threw me for a loss.
to throw one off guard
to flabbergast, knock over or out by, boggle
Your words threw me off guard.
to tip one off
to caution, warn, advise, give warning, give fair warning, alert
I knew that something was wrong; thanks for tipping me off.
to treat with contempt
to slight, treat in a manner which is deigning, patronizing or
scornful
It is not right to treat with contempt anyone who is not like you.
to trot out
to roll or bring out, exhibit, bring forward
Trot it out so that we can all see it.
to turn one’s nose up at
to shrink from, not be able to stand or abide, hold as
disagreeable, be turned off by
It is rude to turn your nose up at food which is being served to.
to turn out
to supplant, throw out, eject, force out, expel, kick out,
put out
The parishioner worked hard to turn out the cardinal.
to turn over
to double-over, crease, fold back, fold
Turn over that page so that you’ll be reminded to come to
that paragraph.
to turn the corner
to rouse, get better, pull through, get back on one’s feet, be

no longer sick
He going to be okay; he turned the corner last night.
to turn under
to crease, turn over, turn under, double up, fold back
When you turn under a page in a book, it destroys the book.
to turn everything upside down
to look high and low, turn everything upside down, leave no stone
unturned, hunt out, go over with a fine-tooth comb
I turned everything upside down but I still could not find what
I was looking for.
to turn upside down
to hunt out, rummage or search through, look everywhere,
nose, dig or seek out
If necessary, I will turn this house upside down to find it.
to unfurl
to show, unveil, unroll, air, spread out
Now that we are settled, it is time to unfurl the flag and hang it.
to use one as a doormat
to be in complete and total control of one, be in charge of
He uses his assistant as a doormat.
to use one's sixth sense
to use one’s instinct, intuition, keen sight or insight
I always use my sixth sense to solve most of my cases.
to wage war
to fight or go to war, combat
You can not wage war whenever you feel like it.
to walk on a tight rope
to be very careful, be extraordinarily cautious or discreet,
walk on eggs

When I am with him, I feel that I am walking on a tight rope.
to walk the straight and narrow
to stay out of trouble, remain out of jail, not look to the left or
right but only straight ahead
The only way that you’re going to succeed is if you walk the
straight and narrow.
to wall in
to pen or hem in, confine, restrict, constrict, pen, cage
I had no choice; I felt walled in.
to wear blinkers
to be constricted, narrow-minded, provincial, myopic
or limited
He is always wearing blinkers.
to weasel out
to repudiate, worm out of, recant, change one’s tune, reverse
We can not weasel out our obligation.
to wipe out
to destroy, eradicate, eliminate, exterminate, rub out, trounce,
vanquish, erase, blot out
He wipe out his enemies and their allies.
to wiretap
to bug, eavesdrop on, put microphones on one’s phone or in
one’s home
It is not against the law to wiretap a suspect’s home.
to work around the clock
to work hard, work one’s fingers to the bone, toil, apply oneself
For the next month, I will be working around the clock.
to work like a dog
to kill oneself, slave away, work twenty-four/seven, grind, work
like a slave

The only way to succeed is not to work like a dog.
to work like a slave
to grind, toil, slave, slave away, ply the oar, work twenty-four/seven
I am tired of working like a slave and earning pennies on the dollars.
to work one’s fingers to the bone
to toil, ply the oar, roll up one’s sleeves, work hard, grind, kill
oneself
So that I could get an education, my mother worked her fingers
to the bone.
to work oneself to death
to slave, kill oneself, slave away, work twenty-four/seven, grind
My father worked himself to death.
to work over
to beat or rough up, physically abuse, punch, hit
He was advised to work over the prison.
to work twenty-four/seven
to kill oneself, burn the midnight oil, work around the clock, burn
the midnight oil, work like a slave
While I was working to get my business up, I had to work
twenty-four/seven.
to worm out of
to renege, weasel out of, pull out, change one’s tune, try to
get out of
He tried to worm out of the deal.
Expressions with colors and tones
Anglo-Saxon blæw, Middle English blew, Old High German blao,
African blou, Danish blå, Dutch blauw, Norwegian blå, Swedish
blå, German blau, Latin French bleu, Spanish azul, Portuguese
azul

blue (literal)
1.
the primary color between green and violet, the color of the clear
sky, deep sky
You look so pretty in that blue dress. The color matches your
eyes.
blue (literal)
2.
deep blue, aquamarine, azure, marine blue, navy, indigo, sapphire
The color blue has many shades.

blue (literal)
3.
(Pathology) cyanosis: a bluish coloration from the skin caused by
lack of oxygen in the blood
A baby born with cyanosis is called a blue baby.
blue (literal)
4.
(historical) to be a person in the Union Army during
the American Civil War
My father was a blue.
blue (literal)
5.
to be a person who wears a blue shirt, pants or hat to represent
one’s membership to a particular sport club or team
The blues will play the golds tomorrow.
blue (metaphoric/figurative)
1.
low, depressed, melancholy, sad, despondent, morose
Why are you so blue on Mondays. It is only just a day of the week.
blue (metaphoric/figurative)
2.
austere, strait-laced, stiff, inflexible, puritanical, over strict,
forbidding, puritan-like, righteous, abstemious

At last they have gotten rid of those blue laws.
blue (metaphoric/figurative)
3.
faithful, loyal, true-hearted, unwavering, staunch, patriotic, trueblue, unswerving, stable
I would not worry about him. Because he is true-blue, he will not
betray you.
blue (metaphoric/figurative)
4.
to be risqué, indecent, obscene, dirty or vulgar
This is a blue movie; therefore, I would not take a minor to see it.
blue (metaphoric/figurative)
5.
the remote distance, farness, remoteness, at a distance, yonder,
space
I watched the plane until it vanished into the blue yonder.
blue (metaphoric/figurative)
6.
to be the sea, the sky, the horizon, the remote distance

to be black and blue
to be bruised, injured or hurt
As a result of the accident, he is black and blue.
to be out of the blue
to be sudden, unexpected, without any warning or unanticipated
I was taken completely by surprise; it was out of the blue.
to be a blue chip company
to be a leading or one of the most import
companies in business

It is extremely difficult to be a blue
chip company; the competition is fierce.
(to be) a blue blood
1.
to be of noble, aristocratic or royal blood
During the medieval period in Europe, a blue
blood was considered superior to a peasant.
2.

to be part of the elite, belong to the old and
established families in a society or country
The be a Kennedy is to be a blue blood in
American society.

(to be) a blue movie
to be an old movie which showed sexual scenes
which had been inappropriate at the time
There were quite a few blue movies made
during the 1930s and 40s.
to be a blue ribbon (commission or jury)
to be a jury or commission containing persons of
extraordinary qualifications
Just because this is a blue ribbon jury that does
not mean that it is necessarily better than a regular jury.
(to be a) blue collar worker
to be a wage-earning worker who is required
to wear a uniform or other type of specialized
work clothes (i.e. mechanics, police or fire persons)
Some blue collar workers make more money
than white collars ones.
(to be a) blue-dog Democrat
to be a Southern Democrat who considers himself
conservative. Such persons usually vote with the
Republicans. (U.S. politics)
Many blue-dog Democrats have changed to the
Republican party.
(to be a) blue Monday
any Monday because it is the first day of the week after the

weekend (blue in this context means depressing)
This is an especially blue Monday because it is also
cold and rainy.
(to be a) blue-sky law
to be a law to prevent the sell of fraudulent stocks in the
area of real estate or securities
(to be a) bluesman
to be a musician who plays the blues
Most of the great bluesmen are persons who have
had hard and difficult lives.
to be a bolt from the blue
to happen suddenly and without any warning
His resignation was a bolt from the blue.
(to be) blue heaven
(to be) a blue tablet which is a barbiturate
(also known as blue angel or blue devil)
You need to calm down; take this blue heaven.
(to be) the Bluegrass State
to be Kentucky
I am from the Bluegrass State and proud.
(to be) the blue laws
to be a law which forbids immoral activities (i.e.
drinking or working on Sunday, opening stores
on Sunday)
In many modern societies there is no place for the blue laws.
(to be) the blue plate special
to be, in inexpensive restaurants, specially priced
main course meals (usually meals of vegetables and meat)
I think that I am going to order the blue place special.

(to be the) Blue Law State
nickname for the state of Connecticut
to be blueblood
to be part of the elite or aristocracy of a society
It does not matter how much money you have,
you will never be considered blueblood.
to be blue faced
to be irate, fuming, very angry, upset, furious or mad
When he left, he was blue faced.
(to be) bluegrass music
to be country music characterized by string
instruments and banjos
Bluegrass music is very popular in certain areas of
the United States.
to be blue in the face
1.
to be out of breath, exhausted, breathless or gasping
for breath
As soon as the baby was born, they gave her oxygen. She
was blue in the face.
2.

to be furious, angry, enraged or fit to be tied
He was so angry that he was blue in the face.

to be blue ribbon
to be tip-top, superior, excellent or first rate
This is a blue ribbon pie. I congratulate you.
to be in a blue funk
to be depressed, sad or in a funny mood
I don’t know why but today I am in a blue funk.
(to be) the blues
to be a type of music characterized by sad or
depressing lyric and guitars (traditional

African-American music)
I don’t like listening to the blues; the songs
are too depressing.
to have the blues
to be depressed, dejected, in low spirits, glum, down
in the dumps
Ever since he left her, she has had the blues.
to sing the blues
to lament, bemoan, bewail, deplore
She is always complaining and singing the blues.
to cry the blues
to moan, groan, bewail, sigh over
I wish that you would stop crying the blues. You are the
one who put yourself in this situation.
to be green
1.
(literal) to be healthy, young, vigorous, growing
After the rains came, the fields are green.
2.

to be raw, underdeveloped, immature, not ready
The bananas are still somewhat green.

3.

to be unsophisticated, naïve, easily led, credulous
He is so green that I am scared for him.

4.

to be money (slang)
I don’t have any green.

to be green in heart
to be young, strong, vigorous or full life
To be green in heart is to be young at heart.
to be green in one’s mind
to be recent, fresh or new

His insults are still green in my mind.
to be green with envy
to be very desirous, envious or jealous
The minute that her ex-boyfriend walked in with
another woman, she was green with envy.
(to be) greenbacks
to be money
I only have a few greenbacks with me.
(to be) Greenwich Time
to be the standard time in England and the time used
for the calculation of all other time
(also known as Greenwich Mean Time or Universal Time)
(to be) a green card
to be an official card (no longer green) which gives
foreign nationals permission to work in the U.S.
I don’t have a green card.
(to be) a green grocer
to be a store where fruits and vegetables are sold
I need to go to the green grocer.
to be a greenhorn
1.
to be a newcomer, new kid on the block,
inexperience or rookie
Leave him alone. Can’t you see that he
is a greenhorn.
2.

to be an easy victim, be waiting to be tricked
or fool, gullible or wet behind the ears
He is a greenhorn who will find the world
a very hard place to live.

to be a greenhouse
to be a specifically built glass building to grow plants
I do believe that the problem is the greenhouse.

to be a green salad
to be a salad of green vegetables (i.e. lettuce, celery
or spinach)
to be a green worker
to be a worker who is inexperience or new on the job
Because he is a green worker, everyone treats him badly.
(to be) greenness
1.
to be youthfulness, immaturity or inexperience
Your greenness can be your downfall.
2.

to be innocent, gullible, not sophisticated, naive
His greenness, especially at his age, is hard to believe.

to be a call to the colors
to call to arms, summon to join the arm forces
After declaring war, there was a call to the colors.
to be a Cape (Town) Colored
to be a mixed-race person of Cape Town,
South African
To be a Cape Colored is to live between
two worlds.
to be a colorful character
to have a charismatic, lively or energetic
personality
In the novel, he was a very colorful character.
to be a copper head
(historical term/U.S./ Civil War ) was a northern Democrat who opposed
the Civil War in the United States and advocated peace and the
restoration of the Union in its prewar conditions, including slavery,
northern anti-abolitionist
My great-great-great grandfather was a strong
copper head.
to be a goldbrick
to be a do-for-nothing, lazy, not take one’s
responsibility seriously

You can not trust him to do anything. He is
a goldbrick.
to be a golden-ager
to be old, past one’s prime, up in years
to be a graybeard
to be an old man, senior citizen or up in the years
Although he is a graybeard, he can still hold his own.
to be a person of color
to be a person who is considered non-white
To be considered a person of color or not,
depends greatly on culture.
(to be) a pink collar worker
to be the type of work usually done by women (i.e.
a teacher, secretary or nurse)
A pink collar worker usually does not make
a lot of money.
to be a red-eye flight
to be long-distance flight that leaves late at night and arrives
very early in the morning
I prefer to take a red-eye flight. I can sleep throughout the flight.
to be a red-eye special
cheap long-distance flight that leaves late at night and arrives
very early in the morning
I saved a lot of money taking the red-eye special.
to be a red herring
to be intended to divert attention from the
real problem , intended to be misleading
Don't worry. It's a red herring.
(to be) a white collar worker
to be a salaried worker who is required to wear

a suit to work (i.e. manager or administrator)
Usually a white collar worker is required to
have some university studies.
to be a white elephant
to be expensive but also useless, of no use,
of no purpose or futile
Although it is a beautiful building, it
is a white elephant.
to be a white flag
to be a symbol of either lack of defeat or conquest
If it is a white flag than the war is over.
to be a white knight
to be an investor or company which prevents a hostile takeover
He was a white knight who arrived just on time.
to be a white knuckle (experience)
to be that which makes one nervous, scared, afraid, terrified
or so scared that one pisses in one’s pants
That was the worst trip; it was a white-knuckle flight.
to be aglow
to be glowing, luminescent, shining,
glimmering or aglisten
This white is aglow with white.
to be an off-color joke
to be jokes which are considered too dirty or
lewd
This is an off-color joke; I do not see it funny.
to be an unhealthy color
to look or be sickly, gaunt, unwholesome, feeble
or in poor health
She is an unhealthy color because she is not
feeling very well right now.

to be as pale as a ghost
to look washed-out, bleached out, be pasty or deathlike
Look at her; she is as pale as a ghost.
to be as white as a ghost
to be scared, terrified, frightened or horrified
When I saw John in police custody, he was as
white as a ghost.
to be ashen
to be pale, unhealthy, sick, drained or bloodless
She is ashen because she heard the story of how
the family was destroyed.
to be black and blue
to be bruised, injured or hurt
As a result of the accident, he is black and blue.
to be blacklisted
1.
to be denounced, marked, pointed out or spurned
During the 50s, many writers were blacklisted.
2.

to be excommunicated, exiled, deported or
thrown out
For decades, communists were blacklisted
and, therefore, not allowed to enter into the
United States.

to be black skinned
to be dark-skinned, brunette, black-haired, dark-haired,
not fair skinned, not light complexioned, dark complexioned,
black or of African ancestry
Most, but not all, persons of Africa are black-skinned.
to be bleached out
to be washed out, faded or no longer bright
My pants are bleached out.
to be blond

to be light, flaxen or fair-skinned, have blond hair
To be blond in northern Europe is not extraordinary.
to be blond-haired
to be light, flaxen or fair-skinned, have blond hair
Most women are blond-haired because of dye.
to be blonde
to be a female who is light, blond, flaxen or fair-skinned,
have blond hair
In northern Europe many women are blonde.
to be blonde-haired
to be a female who is light, blond, flaxen or fair-skinned,
have blond hair
Most women are blonde-haired because of dye.
to add luster
to brighten, add intensity, deepen, strengthen
This will add luster to the color.
to be bright
1.
to be shiny, glistening or radiant
These color are so bright.
2.

to be sunny, animated or cheerful
I love bright colors; they help to make
me feel good.

3.

rosy, fair, favorable, rose-colored
This company has a bright future.

to be bright eyed and busy tail
to be chipper, full of pep, cheerful, peppy
She is so bright eyed and busy tail that
it’s disgusting.
to brilliant
to be shining, glowing, golden, white, lighted or ablaze

What a brilliant smile!
to be brown-skinned
to be dark-skinned, brunette, black-haired, dark-haired
or not fair skinned, be of Indian or Latin ancestry
Most person in Latin America are brown-skinned.
to be burgundy
to be blood-red, maroon or ruddy
to be clear
to be colorblind
1.
to not be able to see all colors
2.

to treat all people equally (not regarding
race or color)
Despite what they say in this society, the justice
and criminal system is not colorblind.

to be colorful
to have a charismatic, lively or energetic personality
I like her although she does tire me out. She
is very colorful.
to be colorless
1.
to be lifeless, have no life, spring, dreary or vividness
He is a very nice person but he is colorless.
2.

to be dingy, gray, no luster, or lackluster

3.

to be pasty, pale, ashen or ghostly
When I first saw him, he was colorless. I knew that
he was seriously sick.

4.

to be uninteresting, blah, dry or dull
To say that he is colorless and dull would be
an understatement.

to be crimson
to be deep purple red, red, rosy, ruby or vermilion
When she came out of the cold, she was crimson.

to be crystal clear
to be unconcealed, open, clear or transparent
His motives were crystal clear. I don’t understand
why you are surprised.
to be dark
to be dark-skinned
to be brown-skinned, dark-skinned, brunette, black-haired,
dark-haired, not fair skinned or not light complexioned
Many people of the Middle East and Latin America are
dark-skinned.
to be dazzling
to be brilliant, glimmering, vivid, lucent, ablaze
The color of the car was dazzling.
to be deathly pale
to be waxen, pallid, sallow, livid, ghastly,
peaked or anemic
I know that he is sick; he is deathly pale.
to be drained of color
to be colorless, without color, white, deathly
pale or pinched
She is drained of color because of what
she has just seen.
to be drowning in red tape
to be inundated or overwhelmed by
bureaucracy or paperwork
I was drowning in red tape trying to start
my own business.
to be easily made to turn red
to be bashful, be easily made to blush
or change color
She is so shy that she is easily made to

turn red.
to be fair
to be fair skinned
to be light, white, blond, blonde, flaxen, fair-skinned
The baby is fair skinned.
to be flaxen
1.
to be gold or golden
2.

to be strawberry or reddish blond, blondish

3.

to be yellowish, light-yellow or cream colored

to be flesh color
1.
to be the general color of a white person's skin
2.

to be yellowish and pink
Flesh color stockings are only so for persons of
lighter complexion.

to be getting one’s color back
to look better, no longer be pallid, pasty or pale
It took a while but she is finally getting one’s
color back. She looks so much better.
to be glossy
to be silken, glowing, glistening, velvety or shiny
This color in the kitchen is glossy.
to be glowing
to be in a glow, shining, flushing or aglow
to be gold
to be wealthy, rich, opulent, affluent
to be golden
1.
to be costly, worth a lot, valuable, expensive
2.

to be promising, lucky, advantageous, profitable
This opportunity is golden and should not be ignored.

3.

to be cherished, exceptional, lauded, gifted
He is the company’s golden child. He can not do
anything wrong.

4.

to be mellow, rich, smooth, soft
This tequila is golden. That is why it cost so much.

5.

to be wealthy, rich, affluent, well-to-do
Ever since going public, this company is golden.

to be golden haired
to be light, white, blond, blonde, flaxen or fair-skinned
She had been golden haired when she was a baby.
She now gets the color out of a box.
to be gray
1.
to be pale, bloodless, pallid, colorless
Did you see her before she had fainted.
She was so gray.
2.

to be gloomy, sad, downcast, depressing or
somber
This is the type of day that I hate; it is gray.

3.

to be up in years, old or no longer young
We haven’t seen each other for years. We are
now both gray.

to be gray-haired
to be old, past one’s youth, be up in years
He is gray-haired but not worn out.
to be gray-headed
to be past one’s prime, old, mature or over-thehill
to be in black and white
1.
to be written down
Here is what I told you; it is in black and white.
2.

to be clear cut, not ambiguous, cryptic or vague
It was in black and white so I don’t know

what you don’t understand.
to be in color (i.e. television)
to not be in black and white, be images in color
I do not like old black and white movies when
they are in color.
to be in living color
to not be in black and white, be in bright and
brilliant color
The movie was especially horrible because it
was in living color.
to be in the lime light
to be the focus or center of attention, have everyone
look at one
I do not like being in the lime light; it makes me
very uncomfortable.
to be in the spot light
to be the focalization or focal point, have all attention
directed on one
Please, I do not want to be in the spot light.
to be light-skinned
to be light, white, blond, blonde, flaxen, fair-skinned
Most person of northern Europe are light-skinned.
to be like the pot call the kettle black
to criticize one for something that one is
also guilty, throw stones while living in
a glass house
I never heard such a thing. That is like the
pot calling the kettle black.
to be made to blush
to be embarrassed or flustered, be made
to change color
She was made to blush when he kissed her.

to be made to change color
to be made to turn red or be uncomfortable, be
embarrassed or flustered
She was made to change color when he kissed her.
to be old and gray
to be old, elderly, or long in the teeth
Now that he's old and gray, he wants his family
around him. How ironic!
to be olive-skinned
to be brown-skinned, dark-skinned, brunette, black-haired,
dark-haired or dark complexioned
Many people in the southern part of Europe are olive-skinned.
to be out of the blue
to be suddenly, without any warning
or unexpectedly
It took me by surprise; his resignation
was out of the blue.
to go white
to become ashen, pallid, blench
As she was being told the news, she went white.
to show one’s ivories
to shine, smile a brilliant smile, glow
The minute that he saw her she showed
his ivories.
to be pale faced
to be sickly, bloodless, unhealthy color, colorless, without
color, drained of color or white
Why are you so pale faced? What has happened?
to be pale-skinned
being people of very light complexion

She must stay out of the sun because she
is so pale-skinned.
to be pasty
to be washed out, ghostly, pale faced, death-like
or drained
It is obvious that she is sick; she is so pasty.
to be red-hot
to be infuriated, incensed, livid or enraged
As a result of the interview, he was red-hot.
to be red-blooded
to be indomitable, invincible, plucky or mettlesome
He is red-blooded so don’t fear his ability to stay and fight.
to be red-eye
1.
to be an undesirable effect from the retina when taking a picture
Because of new technology, red eye is no longer is a problem. It
can be air-brushed out.
2.

to be drink, alcohol, alcoholic beverage
or cheap whiskey

to be red faced
1.
to be embarrassed or flustered
She became red faced when he talked to her.
2.

to be timid, shy or introverted
Just looking at her she became red faced.

to be red flagged
to call attention to, bring into notice, mark
All these pipes need to be red-flagged so that they
are repaired.
to be red-hot
to be the latest, just out, hot off the press, fresh
The news is red-hot. I just got it off the net.

to be red in the face
1.
to be blushing, burning, flushing or glowing
Are you sick? Do you have a fever? You are so
red in the face.
2.

to be discombobulated, upset or flustered

to be rosy
to be flushing or glowing, look healthy
She is so rosy that it is obvious that she
is no longer sick.
to be silver-haired
to be old, no longer younger, over-the-hill or
pass middle age
I am now silver-haired; I can deny that I
am no longer young.
to be taken down a peg or two
to be denigrated, belittled, disgraced, lowered,
humbled or humiliated
She thought that she was better than everyone else;
he took her down a peg or two.
to be tallow-faced
to have skin which is sickly, yellowish, sallow, yellow or
yellow tinged, look sickly, feeble, or pinched
My God, what is the matter with her. She
is so tallow-skinned.
(to be) the green house effect
to be the effect of pollution in which the earth
is heating up
The green house effect will eventually destroy
the world.
(to be) the greening of
to educate in environmental issues

The greening of the present president would
be all but impossible.
(to be ) the greenroom
to be the room where one waits before going on stage
In the greenhouse it is possible to meet many
different and important people.
to be tickled pink
to be happy, contented or satisfied
The minute that she arrived, she was tickled pink.
to be true blue
to be straight, trustworthy, upright or proper
She is so true blue that I can’t believe that
she would lie to me.
to be white hot
to be irate, fuming, infuriated or incensed
Right now she is white hot; stay away from her.
to be white-knuckled
to be nervous, worried or terrified
White-knuckled gamblers always make me very nervous.
(to be) white lightning
to be spirits, drink, alcohol, cheap whiskey
or intoxicant
This white lightning is sure strong.
to be white-livered
to be faint-hearted, frightened, afraid of one’s own shadow
All I can say that is that he will not help you; he is white-livered.
to be the White Pages
large directory which contains the name, address and telephone number
of residents with telephones
(to be) the White House

to be the official resident and office of the president of the U.S.,
his family and his staff
This is the White House.
to be the Yellow Pages
large directory which contains the telephone number, address and e-mail
address of businesses, arranged according to the type of business
to be white bread
1.
to be a type of bread made with white flour
2.

(informal and/or derogatory) white person who is considered
boring, monotonous, flat, bland, blah or dead

Intellectually, he is an excellent candidate but he is so white bread.
to be yellow
to be cowardly, craven, chicken, chicken-hearted or cowed
You’re on your own. He is yellow.
to be yellow-bellied
to be cowardly, afraid, scared, lily-livered or candy-assed
When are you going to stand up like a man instead of being so
so yellow-bellied.
to beat black and blue
to hit, pommel, pound or knock around badly
My father was so angry that he beat me black and blue.
to become crimson
1.
to be blushing or glowing, become feverish or warm,
blush, flush
With each moment, she is becoming crimson.
2.

to be perturbed, abashed, disconcerted or mortified
The fact that she became crimson is evident that she
was effected.

to become scarlet
to become feverish or warm, get a fever, blush, flush
When he walked into the room, she became scarlet.

to black out
to faint, pass out, lose consciousness
She blacked out at the service.
to black ball
to debar, exclude, cast aside
The union members have black balled my company.
to blanch
to bleach, decolorize, discolor
to bleach
1.
to blench, whiten, blanch
2.

to take out the color, decolorize, discolor

to bleed white
to extort, squeeze or forced to pay a great deal
of money
The gangsters will bleed the merchants white.
to bring color to one’s face
1.
to make one blush, turn red, redden
His remarks brought color to her face.
2.

to make glow or look healthier
The sun always brings color to my face.

to brown bag it
to bring one’s lunch to work rather than go to a
restaurant or to order out
I brown bag it because I eat at my desk.
to call to the colors
to call to arms
The country is now at war and the men are
being called to the colors.
to change color

to blush, redden, show one’s emotion on
one’s face
The minute that she saw him, she
changed color.
to color slightly
to blush, turn red or redden slightly or lightly
She colored slightly when the teacher called
her to the board.
to color deeply
to blush, turn red or redden intensely or
to a high degree
He colored deeply when the teacher called
him to the board.
to color one’s (opinion, judgment, experience
attitude)
to bias, prejudice, distort, warp, slant
The fact that he has stock in the firm has
colored his opinion.
to color (opinion, judgment, experience
attitude)
to exaggerate, overstate, misrepresent
The children colored their explanation to such
an extent that it was obvious that they were lying.
to color up
to show one’s emotion on one’s face by blushing,
changing color, turning red
He colors up every time he sees me.
to come once in a blue moon
to happen rarely, if ever, almost never occur or happen
Things like this come once in a blue moon.
to come through with flying colors
to succeed, triumph or pass brilliantly or without

the least bit of doubt
She came through her medical exam with
flying colors.
to contain color (i.e. a novel or writing)
to contain detail or description of customs
or speech in a particular place during a historical
period
His novels always contain a lot of color; that’s
why I like them.
to cross the color line
to be a very light skinned non-white person who
passes as white
In many countries, it can be dangerous, but
also very beneficial, to cross the color line.
to direct one’s eyes to the wild blue yonder
to direct one’s eyes upward, look skyward, look
up, look heavenward, raise one’s eyes skyward
He directed his eyes to the wild blue yonder and sighed.
(to do) under the color of
to do with the pretext, excuse, justification or
ground of
She published the name under the color of claiming
she had no choice.
to feel blue
to feel badly, downcast, depressed, sad or out of sorts
Today, I feel blue.
to find greener pastures
1.
to go to a better or more prosperous place
You think leaving me that you will find greener pastures.
Good luck!
2.

to die, expire
I think where he is; he is happier. He went on to
find greener pastures.

to fly one’s colors
to raise or hoist one’s flag, ensign or emblem
Before surrendering, he flew his colors high.
to get a black eye
1.
to get hit or to hit oneself in the eye which result in the
discoloration of the area around the eye
After the accident, he got an ugly black eye.
2.

to have one's reputation or name slurred, tarnished, dirtied,
smeared, muddied, slandered
As a result of being with him, I got a black eye.

to get a pink slip
to get fired, be laid-off, be let go
When I got a pink slip, I must say that I wasn’t surprised.
to get gray hairs
to be worn out, get worn out, be or get frustrated
to the point of total exasperation
If I don’t stop worrying so much about my son,
I am going to get gray hairs.
to get one’s color up
to get angry, furious or enraged
When she told me what really happen, she got
my color up.
to get one's eyes used to the dark
to be able to see in the dark after a minute or two.
When I entered the house, it took time for me to get my
eyes used to the dark.

to get one football colours (British/soccer)
to be selected to be a member of a particular
football (soccer) team

My son got his football colors from one of
the most important teams in Europe.
to get the green light
to be given the go ahead or okay
I got the green light to continue working
on the project.
to give color to
1.
to make more lively, interesting, vivid
or animated
She loves giving color to every story
that she tells.
2.

to give credibility, believability or
plausibility to
His voice gave color to her explanation.

to give one a black eye
1.
to hit someone in the eye which result in the discoloration
of the area around the eye
He gave his opponent a black eye.
2.

to soil, sully, malign, dirty, smear, muddy, ruin or slander
someone’s name or reputation
The war gave the powerful president a black eye.

to give one gray hairs
to worry, deplete, wear out, frustrate or
distress to the point of total exasperation
When Bobby was a teenage, he gave me gray hairs.
to give the green light to
to give the go ahead to, give the okay or
permission to go
When I gave her the green light, she did a
wonderful job.
to glimmer
to go blanch

to become pale, ashen or pallid
What’s the matter? All at once, you went blanch.
to go white
to become ashen, pallid, blench
As she was being told the news, she went white.
to show one’s ivories
to shine, smile a brilliant smile, glow
The minute that he saw her she showed
his ivories.
to happen once in a blue moon
to come about rarely, if ever, almost never occur or happen
Things like this happen once in a blue moon.
to happen out of the blue
to suddenly, and unexpectedly, occur or happen
I was not expecting it; it happened out of the blue.
to have a green thumb
to be able to grow plants, be good with
plants and vegetables
She can save any plant; she has a green thumb.
to have a high color
to look or be feverish, be red with fever
Because he had a high color, I knew that
he was sick.
to have a lovely color
to have a good or lovely complexion or coloring
You don’t need any kind of make up. You have
a lovely color.
to have a ruddy complexion
to have a pinkish, reddish or rosy complexion,

look healthy and glowing
He has always preferred a woman who has a
ruddy complexion.
(to have an emotion) color one’s voice
to have one’s voice contain emotion (i.e.
surprise, sadness or happiness)
Her voice was so colored with sadness
that I was greatly moved.
to have blue blood
1.
to be of noble, aristocratic or royal blood
During the medieval period in Europe, if you had blue
blood you were considered superior to everyone else
in society.
2.

to be part of the elite, belong to the old and
established families in a society or country
The Kennedy’s and DuPont’s have blue blood.

(to have) color flood one’s skin
to blush, show one’s emotion on one’s face,
turn red
The minute she saw him go down on one knee,
color flooded her skin.
to have color in one’s cheeks
1.
to appear to healthy or robust, be glowing
I am glad to see that you have color
in your cheeks.
2.

to be embarrassed, blush
I know that you like him, you have color
in your cheeks.

to have eyes which light up
to have eyes which illuminate, irradiate, glint,
gleam or glow
She has eyes which light up whenever something
good has happened.

to have eyes which shine
to have eyes twinkle, glimmer, shimmer, radiate
or glisten
She has eyes which shine at night. They are
beautiful.
to have gone a funny color
to not look well, look sick, pale or like one is going
to faint.
Are you okay? You have gone a funny color.
to have lived a colorful life
to live a disreputable, scandalous or notorious life
As a young man, he had lived a colorful life.
(to have one's) face light up
to shine, smile, light up, smile a brilliant smile or glow
The minute that he saw her his face lit up.
to have red blood running through one’s vein
to face danger with a bold, stout, lion or brave heart,
be gutsy or plucky
I am not a coward! I, like you, have red blood
running through my vein.
to have ruddy cheeks
to have cheeks which are red, pinkish or reddish,
look healthy and glowing
When she comes out from the cold, she always
has ruddy cheeks.
to have silver hair among the gold
to be old, no longer young or youthful
Look at me. I now have silver hair among the gold.
to have some color back in one’s face
to look better, no longer look pale, pallid
or bad

I’m glad to see that you once again have some
color back in your face.
to have the blues
to be downcast, sad, depressed or forlorn
Nothing is really the matter; I just have the blues.
to have the color of the truth
to have the guise, outward appearance or façade
of the truth
I know that it sounds ridiculous but his story has
the color of the truth.
to have yellow skin
to be sickly, feeble, in poor health, pale or unhealthy
My God, what is the matter with her. She has such
yellow-skin; she must have jaundice.
to hoist the colors
to raise, raise up or raise aloft the flag
Every morning and every evening, it is my job to
hoist the colors and salute.
to join the colors
to join the army
During World War II there was no problem getting
men to join the colors.
to lend color to
to give credibility, believability or plausibility to
His voice lent color to her explanation.
to light up
to shine, smile, glow, dazzle
Every time she sees him, she lights up.
to lose one’s color
to turn pale or pallid, go white

It’s obvious that something is wrong because
you have lost your color.
to make luminous
to make richer, intensify, brighten, heighten
to nail one’s color to the mast
to proclaim or declare one’s loyalty or allegiance
When he nailed his color to the mast, everyone
understood that he was ready to fight.
to not be a question of color
to not be a problem or concern of race
It is not a question of color but I don’t think that
he would be a good president.
to not be based on one’s color
to not be because of one’s race
One’s acceptance or rejection should not
be based on one’s color.
to not get gray hair over
to not worry, be preoccupied with or be anxious over
I told her to not get gray hair over the everyday
running of the restaurant. It’s not worth it.
to paint in bright colors
to make look much better than really is,
exaggerate, overstate or overemphasize the good
She loves to paint her life in bright colors.
to paint in dark colors
to make look much worse than really is,
overstate or overemphasize the horror
He painted country in very dark color. Could
it have been that bad.
to pass with flying colors (i.e. an exam or test)
to pass, be extremely successful or victorious

I passed my exam with flying colors. I’m going
out to celebrate.
to put the color back in one’s cheeks
to no longer be pale, pallid, pasty or sickly white
You need to go outside for a while. The sun will
put the color back in your cheeks.
to salute the colors
to salute or pledge allegiance to the flag
Every morning the soldiers must salute
the colors.
to see red
to be enraged, furious, angry or seething
When she saw him, she saw red.
to raise a big red flag
to call attention to, bring into notice, mark
Someone need to raise a big red-flag so that no
one steals the election.
to raise the white flag
to give up, surrender, stop fighting
We won’t stop shooting until they raise the white flag.
to red flag
to call attention to, bring into notice, mark
Someone need to red-flag these pipes. They
need to be checked.
to redden
to blush, glow, turn red, show one’s
embarrassment
I am very glad that when I am embarrassed
my cheeks do not redden.
to reveal one’s true colors

to make known, show or bring out into
the open one’s true personality
It is when you are in trouble that your
friends’ reveal their true colors.
to roll out the red carpet
to be given privileged treatment, be treated
like royalty
She thinks that we should roll out the red carpet
because she is visiting. She’s wrong!
to sail under false colors
to hide one’s loyalty or allegiance
It is a capital offense for anyone to sail
under false colors.
(to say something) out of the blue
to say something which is unexpected,
and probably, inappropriate
Out of the blue, he told everyone that he
loved her.
to see red
to be very angry, hot under the collar or
boiling angry
As a result of what happened, I am seeing red.
to see the color of one’s money
to demand to see the money that one is going to pay,
demand proof that one has the money to pay
Before I do any work, I want to see the color of
your money.
to show one’s ivories
to shine, smile a brilliant smile, glow
The minute that he saw her she showed
his ivories.
to show the white flag

to throw in the towel, give up, put up one’s hands, surrender,
stop fighting, capitulate
You had no right to shoot; he rose the white flag.
to stick out one’s lower lip
to be sad, melancholy, doleful, unhappy or crestfallen
He’s sticking out his lower lip because his father
had to go on a business trip.
to stick to one’s colors
to remain faithful to one’s principles or beliefs
He will always to stick to his colors no
matter what.
to take all the color out of
to take out or remove all the detail or non-necessities
Because he took all the color out of the story, I got
the substance but not the flavor.
to talk a blue streak
to talk quite a bit or a lot, talk too much or not know
when to shut up
My God, she can talk a blue streak.
to talk blue (British)
to use or say coarse or vulgar words
to talk until one is blue in the face
to talk to the point of exhaustion, talk until
one can not anymore
I talked until I was blue in the face and, still, I
could not convince her.
to tell blue stories
to tell coarse or vulgar jokes
to tell off-color jokes
to be jokes which are considered too
dirty or lewd

You can’t take the children to that movie,
they tell too many off-color jokes.
to turn one’s hair gray
to preoccupy, obsess or concern oneself
about, occupy oneself with
That child is going to eventually turn my
hair gray.
to turn pale
to lose one’s color, become pale or pasty
She turned pale the moment that she saw him.
to turn the air blue
to frequently use or say coarse or vulgar words,
curse like a sailor
My God, every time he talks, he turns the air blue.
to use colorful language
to use language which is strong, say
vulgarities, swear
He uses colorful language because he does
not know any better.
to vanish into the blue
to suddenly and unexpectedly disappear, as if
to go up in smoke
I haven’t seen her for awhile. It was as if she
had vanished into the blue.
to wave the white flag
to capitulate, give up, hold up one’s hands, surrender, stop
fighting, throw in the towel or sponge
Somebody is waving the white flag.
to win one’s colors (sports)
to win for one’s football, rugby or other sport team
I am so proud that you won your colors.

to win one’s national colors
to win for one’s national team

to fend off
to divert, obviate, prevent, ward or stave off
I had been able to fend off the attacker until the police came.
to stave off
to fend or ward off, divert, obviate, prevent
He insisted on kissing me; however, I was able to
stave off his attempts.
to call off
to supersede, suspend, cancel, set aside, postpone
He called off the meeting until next week.
to be called off
to be superseded, suspended, canceled, postponed
or set aside
After the accident, the party was called off.
to stand in the shoes of
to represent, act for, stand in the stead of, substitute,
fill in
You are going to have to stand in the shoes of your
brother at the meeting. He can’t make it.
to pinch hit
to stand in the shoes of, represent, act for, stand in the
stead of, substitute, fill in
You are going to have to pinch hit; your father is not
going to make it.
to be a tool
to be an operative, instrument, puppet or rubber stamp
He is nothing but a tool for the manager. He won’t

help you.
to be a puppet
to be an instrument, puppet, rubber stamp or front
He is a puppet who has never stood on his own.
to be a front
to be a tool, yes man, lackey, rubber stamp or puppet
Tell the truth. You have no power; you are a front.
to be a rubber stamp
to be an instrument, puppet, front, tool or cat’s paw
He has no power; he is only a rubber stamp.
to be a lackey
to be a cat’s paw, tool, yes man, rubber stamp, instrument
or puppet
Why are you here? You are a lackey; someone who can
not make a decision.
to be a cat’s paw
to be a tool, operative, backscratcher, instrument, puppet
or rubber stamp
Aren’t you ashamed of being a cat’s paw.
to be a door mat
to be spineless, not to have a backbone, not have a will
of one’s own, weak
You are only a door mat. You allow people to treat you
in any way.
to not have a will of one’s own
to be weak, wishy-washy or spineless, not be a man
He can not be trusted or counted on. He does not
have a will of his own.
to be a smart mouth
to be brash, impudent, impolite or insolent
I know that he’s smart but he is also a smart mouth.

to be pert
to uncivil, brash, ill-mannered, insulting, or fresh
You do not help your case when you are pert.
to be ill-mannered
to be disrespectful, uncivil, insulting, pert or rude
You are so ill-mannered that I have decided to no
longer do business with you.
to be stinging
to be fresh, disrespectful, brazen, rude or snarling
Why is she so stinging? Has something happened?
to be snarling
to be uncivil, insulting, ill-mannered, pert or rude
This morning, she is snarling and insulting.
to be outspoken
to be outright, straight or plain-speaking, not hold
one’s tongue
You only do yourself harm when you are so outspoken.
to be a smart aleck
to be impertinent, audacious, sassy, nervy, brazen
Here, in my home, I won’t allow you to be a smart aleck.
to be a smarty pants
to be bold, sassy forward, nervy, impertinent or cheeky
He’s cute but he is a smarty pants.
to sass
to talk back, be bold, forward, nervy or cheeky
I will not allow you to sass me.
to be sassed
to be talked back to, have one be forward, nervy or cheek

I will not be sassed by you or by anyone.
to forget one’s place
to sass, overstep, forget oneself, go too far, take liberties
I do believe she did what she did because she forgot
her place.
to forget oneself
to take liberties, forget one’s place, sass, overstep, go too far
I am very sorry. For a moment, I forgot myself.
to overstep
to take liberties, forget one’s place, sass, go too far
Never forget who you are; you must not overstep your
boundaries.
to take liberties
to forget oneself, take liberties, forget one’s place, sass,
overstep, go too far
You have taken liberties that you should not have.
to be a wise crack
to be a smarty pants or a loud mouth, be impertinent,
sassy or nervy
I don’t need you to be a wise crack right now.
to be a wise guy
to be brassy, fresh, impertinent, saucy or flippant
Stop being such a wise guy.
to spout off
to sass, talk out of line, shoot off one’s mouth, open one’s
big mouth
You are always spouting off when you should keep quiet.
to be a smart ass
to sass, talk out of line, shoot off one’s mouth, open one’s
big mouth, forget oneself

I will not allow you to be a smart ass here.
to be a wise ass
to be a wise guy or a wisecracker, be brassy, fresh,
impertinent, saucy or flippant
You should stop being a wise ass.
to have balls
to be bold, impertinent, nervy, brassy, gutsy, daring
or fearless
I never met anyone like him; he has balls!
to have lots of balls
to be gutsy, daring, or fearless, have grit, pluck
or courage
I respect him because he has a lot of balls.
to have a smart-mouth
to be brassy, fresh, impertinent, nervy, be a wise guy
or a wisecracker
I have met a person who has such a smart mouth.
to be a loud mouth
to be bold, forward, nervy, indiscreet, mouthy or
cheeky
She is a loud mouth.
to be ticked off
to be very angry, furious, pissed off, mad or enraged
After I found out the truth, I was really ticked off.
to be all mouth
1.
to talk but not act, not back up one’s words with
action, be all talk
You can’t depend on him, he is all mouth.
2.

to be loud, bragging, boastful or overbearing
He’s all mouth.

to be all talk

to talk but not act, be all mouth, not be able to back
up one’s words
Ignore him! He is all talk but no action.
to be born with a silver spoon in one's mouth
to be born in a wealthy well-connected family
This president was born with a silver spoon in his mouth.
to start on third base
to be born on home plate, born with or have a leg up, have
a head start, born on the second or first base
Why are you congratulating him; he started on third base.
to start on first base
to be born on home plate, born with or have a leg up,
have a head start, start on the second or third base
He started on first base; therefore, he had an
unfair advantage.
to start on second base
to born on first or third base, on home plate, born with or
have a leg up, have a head start
She started on second base therefore she does not
deserve any extra help.
to be ahead of the game
to born first, second or third base, have a head start
It’s not very fair since he has always been ahead of the
game.
(start here for August)
to be born on first base
to be born on home plate, born with or have a leg up,
have a head start, start on the second or third base
He was born on first base; therefore, he had an
unfair advantage.
to be a jobsworth (British English/ informal)

to a petty official who does everything by the book, even when the
rules make no sense or are harmful and hurtful
to be on the dole (British English)
to receive money from the state for one's upkeep, be on welfare (U.S.
English)
to be the runner up
to come in second to the winner
to be nothing but skin and bones
to very skinny or thin
to go to the john (slang/ should be used carefully)
o go to the bathroom, powder room or rest room
one's flesh and blood
to be one's offspring (son or daughter)
to love someone to bits (British English)
to love someone very much, love someone a lot
to be in stitches
to laugh hysterically, laugh so hard that one can not control one's
bodily functions
to cream off
to take or remove the best, skim the cream
(to be) a wave of
to be a stream, flush, cascade, outburst or outrush
As a result, there was a wave of sympathy.
(to be) a cascade
to be a waterfall, outpouring, overflow, outburst or
gush
There is a cascade of e-mail waiting for you.
(to be) a gush of
to be a rush, wave, outburst, cloudburst, flood or
torrent
In the beginning, there will always be a gush of protest.

(to be) a torrent
to be a torrent, waterfall, outpouring, overflow, outburst
or gush
There will be a torrent of call; I’m bracing myself.
duck
1. to lower one's head to avoid being hit, bow one's hand so not to be
struck
2. to submerge, plunge or immerge one's head
to be dingy
to not be bright, lifeless, dull or lackluster
to taper off
to diminish, ebb, lessen, abate to diminish, ebb, lessen, abate
to be drunk
to be intoxicated or under the influence of, have drunk too much alcohol
to wear out
to fatigue, tire out, tucker out (informal)
to add fuel to the fire
to provoke, egg on, impassion, kittle (British Dialect)
to scoff up (British slang)
to gorge or stuff oneself, overeat, overindulge
to stuff oneself
to overeat, eat too much, eat beyond hunger
to rope in
to outwit, cheat, hoodwink, outmaneuver
to make something out of nothing
to overreact, carry on for no good reason, overcolor
to make a mountain out of a molehill
to exaggerate, attach too much importance to, overreact
to make too much out of
to overrate, over esteem, exaggerate

to close one's eyes to
to willfully ignore, overlook, disregard
to stomach
to stand, take or endure
to die down
to calm, settle or cool down, eventually stop
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to be born on second base
to born on first or third base, on home plate, born with or
have a leg up, have a head start
She was born on second base therefore she does not
deserve any extra help.
to be born on third base
to born on first or second base, have a head start, ahead
of the game
Because he was born on third base, he already ahead of
everyone.
to have a head start
to be ahead of the game, start on first, second or third base,
have a leg up
What more do you want? You already have a head start.
(to be) a flurry of
to be a rush, blitz, blitzkrieg, storm, outburst, flood or
deluge
There was flurry of protest as a result of his speech.
(to be) a cloudburst
to be an outburst, gush, flood, outpouring or deluge
There was a cloudburst of protest.
(to be) an outburst
to be a flood, volley, outpouring or barrage

There was an outburst of protest after he spoke.
(to be) a volley of
to be an outpouring, flood, deluge or outflux
There was a volley of letter.
(to be) a barrage of
to be an out flux, flood, deluge, outburst or overflow
Once we made our statement, we knew that there
was going to be a barrage of congratulation.
to be down in the mouth
to be depressed, downcast or dejected
Don't be so down in the mouth.
to be gloomy
to be dismayed, dismal, sad, down in the dumps or unhappy
Why are you so gloomy? Has something happened.
to be glum
to be sullen, morose, despondent or gloomy
She is glum because of what has happened.
to be forlorn
to be melancholy, dismayed, dismal, doleful or
inconsolable
She is forlorn because her boyfriend left her.
to be frothing at the mouth
to be enraged, incensed, raging or furious
I have never be so angry that I am frothing at
the mouth.
to be at stake
to be at risk or peril, gamble, jeopardize
Your money and home are at stake.
to have a lot at stake
to great jeopardize, lay open to danger, put in peril or
danger

You should really think; you have a lot at stake.
to fly too near to the sun
to put oneself in danger, peril or jeopardy, expose
oneself to danger
You are always flying too near to the sun.
to gamble
to risk, take a chance, jeopardize, put in hazard or
at stake
I am, frankly, afraid to gamble everything that I have.
to stake
to jeopardy, take a chance, gamble, put in peril or
at stake
I staked everything and won.
to be fuming
to be smoking, livid, not be rational, irate or out of control
She was fuming when she came into the room.
to be worked up in a lather
to be white hot, rabid, livid or angry, not be rational
Stay away from him; he is worked up in a lather.
to be flared up
to be extremely angry, wrathful, smoking, ireful, rabid or irate
Why are you flared up?
to be boiling over
to be white hot, rabid, livid, fuming or smoking
I was so angry that I was boiling over.
to be in a state
to be hot under the collar extremely angry, wrathful, flared
up, smoking or ireful
I was in such a state that I was beside myself.

to be beside oneself
to be fuming, ranting and raving, in a state, hot under the
collar or extremely angry
I was so beside myself that I could have killed him.
to be smoking
to be seething, smoking, steaming, boiling or extremely angry
I was so angry that I was smoking.
to be steaming
to be in a state, hot under the collar, extremely angry, fuming
or raving
I can’t talk right now; I am steaming.
to be raving
to be so angry that one is out of control, foaming at the mouth,
out of control
By the time he finished, she was raving.
to be ranting and raving
to be worked up in a lather, seething, smoking, steaming
or boiling
Don’t worry about it; she is always ranting and raving.
to get steamed up
to get worked up in a lather, worked up or blue in the
face, seethe
He is always getting me steamed up.
to steam
to get angry, hot under the collar or steamed up, anger, flare up
He steams me to no end.
to be steamed
to get steamed up, worked up in a lather, worked up or
blue in the face, seethe
I am so steamed that I feel like screaming.

to get in a state
to get hot under the collar, extremely angry, flared or steamed up
He got me in such a state that I was crazy with anger.
to get all worked up
to get very angry, hot under the collar, steamed up, worked up
in a lather
Watch out; once he gets all worked up, there’s no controlling him.
to be smiled upon
to be approved of, sanctioned, given the green light to or accept
Right now I am not being smiled upon by anyone in authority.
to smile upon
to approved of, sanction, give the green light to, accept
The politicians smiled upon the new laws.
to carry away
to tempt, infatuate, sweep off one’s feet, draw
He has so much charm that he could carry away any woman.
to be carried away
to be swept away, tempted, infatuated, swept off one’s feet
or drawn
He was so charming that I must admit that I was carried away.
to get carried away
to forget oneself, act unseemly, forget one’s place, misbehave
I think that you are getting a little carried away. Calm down.
to forget oneself
to get carried away, act unseemly, forget one’s place,
misbehave, be indiscreet
You are always forgetting yourself.
to let bygones be bygones
to forget past hurts, let it be, disregard, ignore

So much time has passed so why not let bygones be bygones.
to go in one ear and out of the other
to ignore, close one’s eyes to, blink at, turn a deaf ear
to, disregard
Don’t worry about him getting angry. Normally criticism goes
in one ear and out of the other.
to dismiss from one’s thought
to forget, write off, no longer think about, disregard,
ignore
Frankly, I dismiss from my thought any idea of change.
to erase one’s lead
to no longer be behind, now have the advantage, be
ahead
It is amazing how he was able to erase his opponent’s
lead.
to tempt fate
to take a chance, jeopardize, gamble, imperil, endanger
You are always tempting fate; I would be careful.
to lure
to tempt, charm, bewitch, fascinate, seduce, titillate
I am sorry to say that despite his reputation, he
was able to lure me.
to be lured
to be tempted, charmed, bewitched, fascinated,
seduced or titillated
I was lured by his money and power.
to titillate
to lure, tempt, charm, bewitch, fascinate, seduce,
captivate
What can I say? He has always titillated me.
to suck in

to snare, mislead, deceive, trick, rope in, entrap, seduce
He was able to suck in everyone in town, and as a result,
rob them blind.
to be sucked in
to be snared, misled, deceived, tricked, roped in, entrapped
or seduced
You were not sucked in to the plan. You were an active
participant.
to bilk one out of
to trick, swindle, take, snooker, cheat
It has been easy to bilk him out of all his money.
to be bilked out of
to be tricked, swindled, taken, snookered, cheated
She is a fool. She still does not know that she was bilked
out of all her savings.
to sweet-talk
to coax, cajole, lure, persuade, butter or honey up, butter
He is such a silver tongue that you are not even aware that
he is sweet-talking you.
to be sweet-talked
to be coaxed, cajoled, lured, persuaded, buttered or honeyed
up
She did it because for the first time in her life she
was sweet-talked.
to be sweet-talked into
to be persuaded, coaxed, cajoled or win over to
I was sweet-talked into doing this. I have no other excuse.
to coax
to cajole, lure, win over, persuade, charm butter or honey
up, butter
He finally succeeded in coaxing her to do it.

to be coaxed
to be charmed, cajoled, lured, persuaded, entreated, buttered or
honeyed up, buttered or flattered
It is not going to be easy; she is going to have to be coaxed.
to cajole
to sweet-talk, coax, persuade, butter up, charm, flatter
The truth is that he cajoled me to the point that I would have
been willing to do anything.
to be cajoled into
to be sweet-talked, coaxed, persuaded, buttered up, charmed
or flattered
I was cajoled into doing it. I have nothing more to say.
to curry favor with
to play up to, ingratiate oneself, pay court to, shine up to
He is always currying favor with the directors of the company.
to pay court to
to dance attendance upon, suck up to, bootlick, curry favor with
Stand up and be a man. Stop paying court to everyone.
to shine up to
to curry favor with, dance attendance upon, buddy up, kiss
the feet of, flatter
If you expect me to shine up to you, you will wait forever.
to agree to anything
to be a yes man, curry favor for, shine up to, bootlick,
kiss ass, toady, fawn all over
Don’t worry about her; she will agree to anything.
to play at
to give the appearance of, simulate, make like, pretend
He only plays at being a writer.

to take the part of
to assume, give the appearance of, appear or seem to be
You can take the part of a writer but that does not
mean that you are a writer.
to set no store by
to make light of
to play down, not count as important or significant,
underestimate
You have to stop making light of everything.
to be made light of
to be seen or considered unimportant or insignificant,
be underrated or undervalued
Until he threatened legal action, he was made light of.
to be a good sport
to follow the rules, play by the rules, not go against the rules
He can be trusted because he is a good sport.
to play up
to emphasize, bring fore, give prominence to, underscore
I don’t know why you are always playing up our differences
rather than our similarities.
to be played up
to be emphasized, brought to the fore, given prominence
to or underscore
Our differences are always being played up.
to punctuate
to underscore, play up, lay stress on, highlight, point up
There is no need to continue punctuating our problems.
to be punctuated
to be underscored, played up, laid stress on, highlighted
or pointed up

This was punctuated.
to stay in line
to play at the game, conform to, follow the crowd or the rule
I was never able to stay in line. I always would rebel.
to run with the pack
to conform to, play the game, go along with, do as others do
Are you never going to go out on your own? Are you always
going to run with pack?
to toe the mark
to toe the line, conform or comply to, follow the rules
I know how to toe the mark; therefore, you can
stop worrying.
to go along with
to play the game, conform to, follow the crowd, the fashion
or the rules
I don’t want any problems so I have learnt to go along
with everything.
to swim with the stream
to run with the pack, play the game, follow the crowd, conform
or comply to
Must you always swim with the stream?
to travel in a rut
to conform or comply to, run in a pack, swim with the
stream
He will never go out on his own; he has always
traveled in a rut.
to go out on one’s own
to march to one’s own drum, not run in a pack or follow
the crowd
I admire him greatly. It is not easy to leave the pack to
go out on your own.

to be regular
to be ordinary, conforming or complying, not go against
the rules or the pack
He is and will always be regular.
to swim against the tide
to go against the rules, rebel, not conform, not jump off
the roof because everyone else has
You must learn that sometimes that it is necessary to
swim against the tide.
to swim upstream
to go against the tide, swim against the current, tide or stream,
not follow the crowd or pack
I did not want to swim upstream; I did so because I had
no choice.
to sink or swim
to succeed or fail on one’s own merits, do or die
There comes a time in everyone’s life that one must make
the decision to sink or swim.
to sink like a stone
to be quickly forgotten, quickly lose one’s popularity, have
one’s fifteen minutes of fame end
What happened to that song I heard on the radio.
It seemed to have sunk like a stone.
to have a sinking feeling
to have a bad feeling or premonition, know that
something is terribly wrong
The moment that I saw him I began to have a
sinking feeling.
to sink into despair
to have one’s feelings of despair or panic worsen or get
worse
Once she found out the truth, she sunk into
despair.

to be on message
to propagandize, promote or push one’s own perspective,
plug, hype, talk up
You are no longer being objective; you are now on message.
to stay on message
to not straggle, deviate, veer or stray from one’s point or
message
This administration wants all of its employees to stay on message.
to try one’s hand at
to try, attempt, have a go at, take a go at, give the old
college’s try
I think that I am ready to try my hand at it.
to take a chance at
to risk, gamble, jeopardize, endanger, risk, put in hazard
or at stake
When I went into my own business, I had to take a chance.
to bet
to gamble, risk, hazard or wager
She bet everything.
to wager
to bet, gamble, risk, try one’s luck at, hazard
He wagered his last hundred dollars.
to try one’s luck
to try one’s fortune, wager, hazard, risk, bet, stake
Even though I was scared, I will try my luck.
to try one’s fortune
to try one’s luck, wager, hazard, risk, bet, stake
I’m tired of working for someone else; I’m going
to try my fortune.

to play the market
to venture, bet, tempt Providence, go out on a limb,
take a chance
I want to go for it; therefore, I am to play the market.
to go out on a limb
to stick out one’s neck, take a chance, venture, speculate,
take a plunge, plunge
I’m at the point that I’m willing to go out on a limb.
to leave to chance
to venture, bet, take a leap, take a plunge, trust to chance
I don’t know how we succeed because we left everything
to chance.
to trust to chance
to venture, bet, take a leap, take a plunge, leave to chance
All I did was cross my finger and to trust to chance.
to take the plunge
to venture, bet, take a chance, plunge, risk or hazard
everything, dare
You have no other choice; you have to take the plunge.
to buy a pig in a poke
to take a chance or a shot in the dark, take a leap,
gamble, venture, bet, hazard
When I bought this house it was like buying a pig in
a poke.
to play the lottery
to bet, play the game, throw the dice, take a chance, gamble
Working in this business is like playing the lottery.
to throw the dice
to bet, play the game or the lottery, take a chance, gamble
I say let’s throw the dice and go for it.

to run a risk
to take a chance, gamble, wager, play the lottery
Nothing is for sure so why not run a risk. In the end,
what do you have to lose.
to be a long shot
to be a gamble, risk, hazard, not at all a sure thing
At the best, this business is a long shot.
to take a long shot
to bet the house, gamble, risk or venture everything
You do understand that you are taking a long shot?
to risk it
to chance it, take a chance or a shot at, play the lottery
I’m going to risk it.
to chance it
to risk it, take a chance or a shot at, play the lottery
Chance it! You have nothing to leave.
to do one’s damnest
to one’s best, try, try one’s hardest or best
I did my damnest to satisfy his every needs. Obviously,
I did not succeed.
to stick out one’s neck
to gamble, take a chance, hazard, risk, take a long shot
It is not easy to stick out your neck.
to have a go at it
to try, attempt, try one’s hand at it, take a crack at
I don’t think that I can do it but I’ll have a go at it.
to give it the old college try
to attempt, try one’s hand at, take a crack at, try, give it a go
All I can is give it the old college. It’s the only option

that I have.
to give it a go
to give it the old college try, attempt, try one’s hand at, take
a crack at, try
Why not give it a go?
to garble
to twist, distort, twist around, stretch, take out of context
He garbled my remarks to such an extent that I did not even
recognize them.
to be garbled
to be twisted, distorted, twisted around, stretched or taken
out of context
Because of the sound system, his speech was totally garbled.
to come out garbled
to be heard or appear to be slurred, jumbled, confused
or mumbled
I knew that he was drunk because everything he said came
out garbled.
to run together one’s words
to slur, garble, speak inarticulately, indistinctly or incoherently
If you want people to understand you, you must not run together
your words.
to get it wrong
to misunderstand, misread, misconstrue
I think that I got it wrong; I completely misread the situation.
to be in everyone's mouth
to be the one that everyone is talking about, be the center of
gossip or on the grapevine
I hate being in everyone’s mouth.
to be celebrated
to be in the public eye, be famous or acclaimed

Ever since her appearance in the movie, she is celebrated.
to be the scoop
to be the inside information, subject of a whispering campaign or
in the news
It is scary when you are the scoop.
to be on the grapevine
to have one’s person and name be in circulation, current or
in the air, be talked about
Once I decided to get a divorce, I have been on the grapevine.
to be the poop
to be the subject of a whispering campaign, in the news, on
everyone’s tongue
After what happened, she is most definitely the poop.
to be the dope
to be the scoop, be inside info or the information, be on everyone’s
tongue or lips
This story about her new marriage is the dope.
to be left with one’s mouth opened
to be amazed, astounded, stupefied or awestruck
When he said that I won, I was left with my mouth open.
to stand aghast
to be amazed, flabbergasted or awestruck, knocked over
I stood aghast, too shocked to do anything.
to be awestruck
to be amazed, astounded or stupefied, rendered speechless
The only thing that I can say is that I was awestruck.
to be left breathless
to be agog, be stunned or rendered speechless

I was left breathless by his remarks.
to be mouthwatering
to appetizing in aroma and appearance, delicious or flavorful
The Christmas meal was mouthwatering.
to be scrumptious
to be tasty, mouthwatering or good tasting
Your food is scrumptious.
to be succulent
to be delectable, tempting, savory or delicious
The meal was succulent.
to be finger-lickin’
to be delicious, tasty, yummy or finger-lickin’ good
You food has always been finger-lickin’.
to be finger-lickin’ good
to be toothsome, delicious, delectable, succulent or tasty
to be good (tasting)
to be yummy, savory, tasty, mouthwatering or finger-lickin’ good
I love to eat at your mom’s house. Her food is good.
to not be up to snuff
to be
to gloat
to relish, lord or gloat over, delight or revel in
He won and now he is gloating.
to gloat over
to gloat, relish, lord over, delight or revel in
He loves gloating over my failures and his successes.
to lord over
to gloat, relish, rejoice, delight, revel or take great pleasure
in, gloat over

He loves lording over me how much money he earns.
to take great pleasure in
to lord over, gloat, relish, rejoice, delight or revel in, gloat over
I can see that you take great pleasure in my failure.
to groove on (slang)
to get a kick out of, delight or revel in, appreciate, get a
lift out of
I can groove on this music forever.
to get a kick out of
to enjoy, appreciate, get a lift, charge or boost out of
I get a kick out of having a kid.
to get a lift out of
to enjoy, groove on, get a kick or boost out of, delight or revel
in, appreciate
I most definitely got a lift out of that news.
to get a boot out of
to enjoy, appreciate, delight or revel in, get a charge out of
I got a boost out of knowing that he wanted me back.
to take great satisfaction in
to get a boot out of, enjoy, appreciate, delight or revel in,
get a charge out of
I must admit that I did take great satisfaction that I had
been right.
to get a charge out of
to get a boot out of, enjoy, appreciate, delight or revel in,
take great satisfaction in
I definitely got a charge out of being here.
to feast on
to enjoy, relish, revel in, gloat, gloat over

He loves to feast on my failures.
to get a boot out of
to take great satisfaction in, get a charge out of, enjoy,
appreciate, revel in, gloat over
You should not get a boot out of other’s downfalls.
to cut loose
to make whoopee, let loose, whoop it up, step
out, revel
Once I graduated, I cut loose.
to let loose
to cut loose, step out, revel make whoopee, celebrate
whoop it up
It’s time that you let loose.
to make whoopee (slang)
to celebrate, let loose, whoop it, step out, make merry,
revel
I want to make whoopee this Friday.
to whoop it up
to let loose, make merry, make whoopee, celebrate
I want to whoop it up; I’m tired of being boring.
to tie one on
to get drunk, drink too much, get high, hit the sauce, make
the rounds
I have the worst hang over; I tied one on last night.
to make the rounds
to tie one on, knock a few back, get drunk, drink too much,
hit the sauce
You really made the rounds last night.
to go on a drunk
to drink to excess, get drunk, make the rounds

Why do you feel that it is necessary to go on a
drunk every Friday.
to go on a binge
to make the round, go on a drunk, tie one on, hit
the sauce
I am worried about her; I heard that she went
on a binge.
to go on a bender
to knock a few back, hit the sauce or bottle, go on
a binge
Why must you go on a bender this weekend? Has
something happened?
to go on a tear
to drink excessively, get drunk, go on a bender or
binge
I don’t want to go on a tear this weekend; I feel
horrible on Monday.
to go on a jag
to hit the sauce or the bottle, knock a few back,
get drunk, go on a bender
Let’s go on a jag.
to be out of one's head
to be hysterical, raving or out of control or out
of one’s wits
When he said what he did, he was out of his head.
to go berserk
to go crazy, mad, nuts or wild
When he heard the words come out of her mouth, he
went berserk.
to be out of one’s mind
1.
to be hysterical, beside oneself, wild-eyed, carried away or
foaming at the mouth
He was out of his mind with anger.

2.

to be crazy, deranged, driven nuts or out of control
She did not know what she did; she was out of her
mind.

to be carried away
to be hysterical, beside oneself, out of one’s head, or ranting
and raving
You are carried away; you have to calm down.
to be out of one’s wit
to be seething, crazed, frantic or beside oneself
I was out of my wit with worry.
to be straight from the horse's mouth
to receive, get or obtain news directly from the source
What I'm now telling you is straight from the
horse's mouth.
to get the inside story
to get the information which was meant to remain secret, have
the poop or scoop
I know it because I got the inside story.
to be as honest as the day is long
to be honest, reliable, ethical, trustworthy or be trusted
You can believe him; he is as honest as the day is long.
to be true blue
to be honest, moral, principled or trustworthy
Believe me; his words are as good as gold. He is so
true blue.
to be tried and true
to be responsible, reliable, counted on or upstanding
All I can say is that he is tried and true.
to be as good as one’s word
to be upstanding, reliable, counted on or honest

He is as good as his word.
to be a card-carrying
to be a honest to goodness, genuine, honest-to-God, sure enough
He is a card-carrying liberal and not the least bit ashamed.
to be a honest-to-God
to be a bona-fide, card-carrying, honest to goodness, genuine
or sure enough
She is a honest-to-God patriot.
to be a bona-fide
to be authentic, card-carrying, honest to goodness, genuine
or sure enough
It may be hard to believe but she is a bona-fide genius.
to be a sure enough
to be a bona-fide, authentic, card-carrying, honest to goodness
or genuine
He is a sure enough courageous man who should be respected.
to straight as an arrow
to be direct, dependable, sure, straight, reliable or firm
He will not let you down because he is as straight as
as arrow.
to be second hand
to be indirect, secondary, third hand, not straight from
the horse’s mouth
All the information that I received is second-hand.
to be third hand
to be second hand, indirect, secondary, learned rather than
experienced, not straight from the horse’s mouth
This information is third hand; therefore, it can not
be trusted.
to be zigzag
to be indirect, wandering, meandering or winding

In this case nothing is straight; it is zigzag.
to be roving
to be winding, wandering, tortuous or indirect
The road to this problem is anything but straight;
it is roving, at best.
to be curving
to be meandering, winding, roving, indirect or roundabout
Because this road is curving, it take twice as long to arrive.
to be winding
to be zigzag, indirect, wandering, curving or meandering
To get her to trust you will be long and winding.
to close one's trap
to remain silent, keep quiet, not speak or not utter a word
While he speaks, you are to close your trap shut.
to keep one’s tongue between one’s teeth
to not say a word, not say anything, not talk, keep one’s
mouth shut
You need to learn to keep your tongue between your teeth.
to hold one’s peace
remain quiet, keep silent, not speak or utter a word
You need to hold your peace until I finish explaining my
position.
to play dumb
to keep one’s tongue between one’s teeth, not say a word,
stay one’s tongue, keep one’s mouth shut
It’s time that you play dumb. You have already talked
too much.
to save one’s breath
to stop talking, not talk, not say another word, dummy up

You are wasting your time so you should save your breath.
to make like a clam
to shut one’s mouth, stay one’s tongue, keep one’s mouth
shut, button up
What you should do is make like a clam and walk away.
to keep mum
to keep one’s mouth or trap shut, not utter or say a word, not
talk
Keep mum or pay the price!
to dummy up
to make like a clam, shut one’s mouth, keep one’s mouth or
trap shut
Dummy up!
to be like the wise old owl
to shut one’s mouth, stay one’s tongue, keep one’s mouth
shut, not utter or say word, button up
Don’t you think it’s time to be like the wise old owl.
to button up
to save one’s breath, keep one’s mouth close, bite one’s tongue,
keep one's lips sealed, dummy up
It’s time that you button up. You talk far too much.
to let it ride
to not say anything, utter or say a word, button up, keep one’s
mouth or trap shut
I know that you want to respond but, please, let it ride.
to cool it
to let it ride, not breathe a word, keep one’s lips seals, be like a
wise owl
She can get on anyone’s nerve but cool it. Your time will come.
to give away
to talk, let slip, let the cat out of the bag, not keep one’s

mouth shut
Don’t give away any information or you will have problems.
to not sing
to not tell what one knows, not rat or fink on, keep one’s mouth
or trap close
I did not sing. I know how to keep my mouth shut.
to come out with
to sing, let leak or slip, rat on, name names
After hours of interrogation, he came out with what
we wanted to know
to make known
to talk, let it be known, tell what one knows
I told you that you were not to make known what
you knew. Now, pay the consequences.
to let it be known
to divulge or disclose one’s information, let the cat
out of the bag
I don’t understand how you let it be known what
you knew about your parents.
to let everything out
to not keep one’s mouth or trap shut, reveal or disclose
information
You are a coward. As soon as he looked at you, you let
everything out.
to keep mute
to keep quiet, not utter a word, dummy or clam up, keep
silent
If you keep mute, you won’t have any problems.
to keep back
to hold back, not say anything, keep one’s lips sealed, not
utter a word

You should keep back what you know.
to not tell tales out of school
to not disclose, divulge or reveal information, not name
names, not spill the beans
Please stop talking. You should not tell tales out of school.
to not name names
to not give away, let slip, come out with or tell everything
I know the price that I’m going to have to pay but I will
not name names.
to keep the lid on
to keep secret, cover up, keep mute, keep back, not communicate
or relate what one knows
You need to keep the lid on everything or they will be
hell to be paid.
to not finger
to not fink, snitch or rat on, not let it be known who did it
I will not finger anyone. These kids are victims also.
to not snitch on
to not tell on, not name names, not fink or rat on
I do not snitch on anyone.
to pull the plug
to blow the whistle on, let be known, not continue covering up
Before going underground, he pulled the plug on everyone.
to cover up
to keep secret, mute or back, not bring out into the open or
into the light
You can not cover up this forever.
to not spill one’s guts
to not divulge, reveal or disclose information, not communicate
or relate what one knows, keep secret, keep one’s yap shut

I hope that you understand that you can not spill your guts.
to keep one’s yap shut
to keep one’s lips sealed or one’s mouth shut, not let the cat
out of the bag or leak
If you know what is good for you, you will keep your yap shut.
to close one's yap
to remain silent, keep quiet, not speak, not utter or say a word
While he speaks, you are to close your yap shut.
to not let the cat out of the bag
to not let leak, bring out into the open or spill the beans
You can not let the cat out of the bag. What happened has to
to come out of one's mouth
to be said, expressed, spoken, uttered or vocalized
You would not believe what can come out of his mouth when
he gets angry.
to make a fool out of
to deceive, take in, pull the wool over one’s eyes, slip or
pass one over on, dupe
She made a fool out of me.
to slip one over on
to fool, make a fool out of, throw the dust in to the eyes
I must admit that he did slip one over on me.
to pass one over
to fool, defraud, lead astray, victimize, con, take in
How could you let him pass one over on you? You still
don’t know him.
to take one in
to bamboozle, con, hoodwink, fool, make a fool of,
trick, delude

I had believed him but I had been wrong. He took
me in.
to bilk one out of
to swindle, cheat, con, flimflam snooker, fleece, dupe
He bilked his clients out of all his money.
to pull a fast one
to do out of, fleece, rook, bilk, rip off, gyp, chisel
I’m surprise how easy it had been for him he pulled
a fast one.
to fleece one out of
to cheat, swindle, soak, gyp, bilk one out of, take for a ride
He fleeced me out of all my money.
to do one out of
to cheat, swindle, fleece or bilk one out of, take one in
He did me out of my life savings.
to gyp
to cheat, swindle, do one out of, fleece, rip off
I don’t trust him; he loves to gyp people.
to burn
to cheat, swindle, take one in, fleece, defraud
He burnt so many of his clients that it is shameful.
to chisel
to cheat, swindle, pull the wool over the eyes of, defraud,
rook
It may be hard to believe but he chiseled the whole town.
to clip
to chisel, bamboozle, take in, fleece
I must admit that he did a good job in clipping me.
to string along

to deceive, ensnare, mislead, lead on , take for a ride
Can’t you see that he is only stringing you along. He has
no intention of doing anything.
to fake one out
to string along, deceive, enmesh, mislead, take for a ride
He was able to get what he wanted because he faked me out.
to rope one in
to deceive, fool, take for a ride, string along, fake one out
I can’t believe that he roped me in again. I must be really stupid.
to fast-talk
to con, flimflam, bamboozle, bulldoze, hype, rope in
I believed him so completely because he fast-talked me.
to sucker in
to suck in, make a sucker, fool or dupe of, hoodwink
I loved him that is why he suckered me in.
to suck up to
to fall all over, apple polish, puff up, lick one’s boots
He is always sucking up to his boss.
to be everybody’s fool
to be a sucker, dupe, goat, gull, fall guy, soft
touch or mark
It’s painful to say and watch but he is everybody’s
fool.
to fish or cut bait
to settle on, make up one’s mind, decide, make a decision,
choose
It’s time that you either fish or cut bait.
to be on everyone's lips
to be the subject of people's conversation, be the one that
everyone is talking about,

After what happened, she is on everyone’s lips.
to bite one's lip
to repress, hold, stay or stop one's words or anger, control
one’s anger
If I had not bitten my lip, I would have said some very
horrible truths.
to keep in check
to suppress, check, arrest or confine one's words or anger
You need to keep your feelings in check. Reacting will
do you or anyone any good.
to muffle
to quell or control one’s emotion, refrain or stop from acting
You need to muffle what you are feeling.
to keep to oneself
to not talk about or show what one feels, still, suppress, shut up
I rather keep to myself what I am feeling.
to sit on
to still, keep to oneself, hold or keep back, curb
I know how you feel but I believe that you should sit on it.
to box up
to arrest, still, gag, choke, shut up, check, keep in check
You need to box up your opinion and do your job.
to bottle up
to keep in check, box in, hold in check, suppress, repress,
hold or keep in
It is not good to always bottle up one’s feelings.
to curb
to still, muzzle, hold back, suppress, hold, stay, contain
You need to put yourself under control and curb your emotions.

to keep down
to hold or keep back, keep to oneself, curb, suppress, keep the
brakes on, arrest
We need to keep down our anger so that we listen to his explanation.
to cork up
to box or bottle up, stifle, shut up, suppress, stop
You can not cork up a revolution.
to play a gag on
to play a prank, a joke or trick on, play a practical joke on
He loves playing a gag.
to play a joke on
to play a prank, a gag or trick on, play a practical joke on
I really don’t appreciate it when he plays a joke on me.
to play a prank on
to play a joke, a gag or trick on, play a practical joke on
Last April Fool I was the one who played a prank on her.
to pull a gag on
to play a prank, a joke or trick on, play a practical joke on
He loves pulling a gag.
to pull a joke on
to play a prank, a gag or trick on, play a practical joke on
I really don’t appreciate it when he pull a joke on me.
to pull a prank on
to play a joke, a gag or trick on, play a practical joke on
Last April Fool I was the one who pulled a prank on her.
to gag
1.
to retch, dry-heave, keck
The minute that I began to gag, I ran out of the church.

2.

to curb, hold or bite one’s tongue, keep or hold back
I had to gag myself so that I would not say anything.

3.

to choke, strangle, strangulate
He never used a gun; he would gag his victims.

to be a slam dunk
to be a sure thing, guarantee, no question or no doubt
She should have been a slam dunk; however, she was not.
to stop up
to plug, strangle, block up, cork
He stopped up everything that he was feeling.
to bring to a standstill
to stifle, put to an end, stop, terminate, stay, arrest
Because he had the power, he brought life in the
city to a standstill.
to hold one’s hand
to restrain, hold back, check, pull one’s punches, restrict
Instead of doing what she wanted, she held her hand.
to pull one’s punches
to hold one’s hand, restrain, hold back, check, restrict, bite
one’s tongue or lip
I know that he could have greatly criticized me; however,
he did pull his punches.
to button one's lip
to remain silent, keep quiet, not speak
You are here in the library; therefore, you must button
your lip.
to put a finger to one's lip
to not utter or say a word, not say anything, hold one’s
peace, shut one’s mouth
She put a finger to her lip as a indication that we
we were not to talk.

to put the kibosh on
to put a stop or end to, not talk, terminate, keep one’s
mouth shut, nip in the bud
You need to put the kibosh on and keep your mouth shut.
to squeeze the life out of
to squash, squeeze the beejesus out, destroy, smash,
squeeze hard
He worked hard to squeeze the life out of the movement.
to squeeze the beejesus out of
to squeeze until there was nothing left, squeeze the life out of,
destroy, smash
The ruler squeezed the beejesus out of the population. He left
them no choice but rebel.
to squash
1.
to smash, mash, flatten, pulverize
He tried to squash the car. He was only partially successful
2.

to overpower, suppress, keep down, overwhelm, put the lid on
It is not possible to squash the rebellion; the people want
to be free of the empire’s control.

3.

to silence, take down a peg or two, cut to the quick, take
the wind out of
I did not want to but I had to squash her in front of everyone.

to flatten
to demolish, smash, pulverize, cut down, quash
The empire flatten the cities which had rebelled.
to raze
to flatten, demolish, destroy, quash, knock
or chop down
He razed the building.
to burn to the ground
to smash, destroy, crush, rout, flatten, quash

He burnt the town to the ground.
to mow down
to shoot or cut down, kill or murder with an automatic
weapon
He mowed down the insurgents as they ran toward him.
to cut down
to kill or murder with an automatic weapon, mow or
shoot down
He cut down the insurgents as they ran toward him.
to shoot down
to mow or chop down, kill or murder with an automatic
weapon
He shot down all the gang member with one round.
to put a pin in one’s balloon
to destroy, crush, wreck or demolish one’s drean,
take or bring one down
It gave him great joy to put a pin in my balloon.
to burst one’s bubble
to put a pin in one’s balloon, shatter destroy or crush
one’s dream, bring one down, put a pin in one’s balloon
It gave him great joy to burst my bubble.
to lay waste
to destroy devastate, ravage, ruin, flatten
Once they arrive, they will lay waste to the town.
to lay in ruins
to lay waste, destroy devastate, ravage, ruin, flatten
They always lay in ruins every town that they pass through.
to work havoc upon
to ruin, flatten, lay in ruins, lay waste, destroy devastate,
ravage

He worked havoc upon the apartment before moving out.
to ransack
to plunder, destroy, sack, rob, pillage
The army ransacked the village.
to gut
to ransack, plunder, destroy, loot sack, rob, pillage
They gutted the village.
to loot
to gut, ransack, plunder, destroy, loot sack, rob, pillage
The soldiers looted the towns that they conquered.
to pillage
to loot, gut, ransack, plunder, destroy, loot sack, rob
You had no one’s permission to pillage this city.
to floor
1.
to astound, amazed, stupefy, take by surprise
He floored me with his statement.
2.

to destroy, crush, quash, raze, demolish
The bulldozer floored the building.

to turn everything upside down
to ransack, search, look everywhere, look high and low
I turned everything upside down to find my keys.
to look high and low
to turn everything upside down, ransack, search, look
everywhere, turn inside out
Although they looked high and low, they were unable
to find the little girl.
to turn inside out
to look high and low, turn everything upside down,
ransack, search, look everywhere

Although I turned this house inside out, I could not
find my money.
to ransack
to turn inside out, look high and low, turn everything
upside down, search, look everywhere
I know that you could not find your keys but you did not
have the right to ransack the house.
to take the rap
to take or accept the blame for what one has not done,
do someone’s time
There is no need for you to take the rap.
to do someone’s time
to take the rap, take or accept the blame for what one has
not done, shoulder the responsibility
Why should you do his time? He is the one who did the crime.
to play the scapegoat
to do someone’s time, take the rap, take or accept the blame, take
it, shoulder the responsibility
There is no need for you to play the scapegoat.
to take it
to play the scapegoat, do someone’s time, take the rap, take or
accept the blame, shoulder the responsibility
It my turn; I’ll take it.
to be a bum rap
to be blamed for a crime that one has not committed, be framed,
convicted on trump on charges
You were there; you know that this is a bum rap.
to be framed
to be blamed for a crime that one has not committed,
be falsely charged, convicted on trump on charges
I know that you don’t believe me but I was framed.

to be trump up charges
to be framed, be blamed for a crime that one has not
committed, be falsely charged, be a bum rap
These are trumped up charges.
to rap (slang)
1.
to be a type of singing in which the singer speaks
through rhymes, rather than sing, to the rhythm of the music
I love the way that he raps.
2.

to discuss, deliberate, compare notes, talk over
We can rap about this later when we both have time.

3.

to converse, chew the fact, talk, shoot the breeze
I love rapping with her on a lazy Sunday afternoon.

to clamp down on
to choke off, squash, subdue, quell, squelch
The ruler clamped down on his subjects.
to put through the mill
to make mincemeat of, put through the wringer
The army’s occupation put the town through the mill.
to put through the wringer
to make mincemeat of, put through the mill
He has put me through the wringer.
to trample in the dirt
to eliminate, squash, erase, blot out, obliterate, do
away with
You have no right to trample us and our neighbor in
the dirt.
to slap down
to squash, put in one’s place, crack down on
Even if you slap him down, you will not be able
to stop him.

to curl one's lip
to show one's disdain, scorn, disgust or contempt
I do not appreciate you curling your lip. You have no
right to scorn anyone.
to get to the meat of
to get to or reach the main or the most important part of
He did not get to the meat of the story.
to consider one beneath one
to see oneself as superior, treat in a patronizing,
scornful or disparaging
I don’t believe you have any reason to consider him
beneath you.
to go to the clink (slang)
to go to jail, prison or the big house
If you do this, you will go to the clink.
to backfire
1.
to boomerang, come back on, ricochet
I knew that all this was going to backfire.
2.

to fail, collapse, fall flat, not succeed
The war backfired.

to fizzle out
to fail, fall through, founder, collapse
He started out strong but near the end he fizzled out.
to cave in
to collapse, peter, conk or die out
I knew that eventually he would cave in.
to peter out
to fizzle, conk out or die out, run out of energy, stop
working
I don’t know what happened, it just petered out.

to conk out
to go kaput, fizzle, die out or peter out, run out of energy,
stop working
The car was running fine but, suddenly, it conked out.
to go kaput (slang)
to fizzle, die, conk or peter out, run out of energy,
stop working
The computer went kaput. It took a long to get it
started again.
to miss the boat
to miss the mark, fail, fall short, not succeed
In this war you must admit that we miss the boat.
to miss the mark
to fail, miss the boat, blow it, not succeed
Almost is not good enough; you did miss the mark.
to fall short
to miss the boat, founder, fizzle, miss the mark, fail, come
to nothing
All I can say that I am sorry that I fell short. It was
not intentional.
to end in smoke
to come to grief, end or fail very badly, meet with disaster, go
up in smoke
I knew that this entire affair was going to end in smoke.
to come to grief
to end or fail very badly, meet with disaster, go up in smoke
Although he was once considered a hero, he came to grief.
to come to nothing
to ultimately fail, go up in smoke, run aground, not succeed
It does not surprise me that in the end his campaign was going

to come to nothing.
to give way
to collapse, crumble, fall or tumble down
After the storm, the house gave way.
to crumble
to give way, collapse, fall or tumble down, fall to pieces
Upon examination, his explanation crumbled point by point.
to break apart
to collapse, fall to pieces, break into fragments
Before sinking, the boat broke apart.
to fall to pieces
to break apart, collapse, break into fragments, crumble
In the end, my life fell to pieces.
to go to pot
to collapse, go to the dogs, fail, go to wrack and ruin,
fall or come apart, crumble
Before becoming sober, my life had gone to pot.
to go to the dogs
to go to pot, collapse, fail, fall or come apart, fall into
pieces, break down
Your life went to the dogs because you have lived a
dishonest life.
to go to wrack and ruin
to crumble, go to pot or to the dogs, fall into pieces, break
down, fall or come apart
As a result of drugs, my marriage has gone to wrack
and ruin.
to go wrong
to crash, not succeed, fail, flounder, fall flat, go off course
I don’t know what happen but, suddenly, everything went

wrong.
to be a lead balloon
to be a failure, blunder, fizzle or bomb
This plan is a lead balloon which should be
abandoned.
to go down like a lead balloon
to be reacted to badly, be unwelcome, not be welcome
My suggestions went down like a lead balloon.
to be a fiasco
to be a mess, failure, nonsuccess, clunker, bust, muddle
This is a fiasco.
to be a clunker
to be a dud, mess or clinker
This car is a clunker that must be thrown out.
to be a clinker
to be a mess, bomb, dud or clunker
This machine is a clinker that will never work.
to be a dud
to be a mess, clunker, clinker or bomb
This is a dud which you should not buy.
to be a bomb
to be a dud, mess, clunker or clinker
Why did buy this car? It is a bomb.
to be a flop
to be a failure, mess, lead balloon, bust, total disaster
His whole term in a office was a flop.
to dump on
to run a smear campaign against, deliberate a course of
action or strategy to destroy one’s reputation or name

Because they don’t like him anymore; they are dumping on him.
to be a smear campaign
to be a deliberate course of action or strategy to destroy one’s
reputation or name
There is no question that this is a smear campaign.
(use for idioms 101/ Aug)
to run for office
to stand or campaign for an elected position, throw
one’s hat in the ring
I don’t understand why you are running for office. I
thought that you hated politics
to stand for office (British)
to campaign for office, solicit votes, run for office, throw
one’s hat in the ring
The former prime minister did not stand for office again.
to throw one’s hat in the ring
to stand, campaign, canvass or run for office, take to
the stump
He threw his hat in the ring last night.
to take to the stump
to throw one’s hat in the ring, run, canvass or stand for
office, solicit votes
I thought that you hated to take to the stump.
to meet with disaster
to come to a bad end, come to grief, ship wreck, crash
I’m sorry to say that she met with disaster.
to go up in smoke
to crash, crack or smash up, shipwreck, collapse
Of course it went up in smoke, I never thought that
the plan had a chance.

to shipwreck
to crash, crack or smash up, destroy, collapse
I shipwrecked my life.
to run aground
to shipwreck, crash, crack or smash up, destroy,
collapse
I ran my company aground.
to go in a tailspin
to collapse, nose-dive, take a nose-dive, worsen, get worst
After he left me, my life went in a tailspin.
to take a nose-dive
to go in a tailspin, collapse, nose-dive, take a nose-dive,
worsen, get worst
After telling him about the affair, our relationship took
a nose-dive.
to nose-dive
to take a nose-dive, go in a tailspin, collapse, take a nose-dive,
worsen, get worst
Once we married, our friendship nose-dived.
to flunk out
to wash out, not be up to snuff, not be sufficiently qualified or
prepared
I quickly flunked out of the course.
to not be up to snuff
to not be sufficiently qualified or prepared, fall short,
not be good enough
I’m sorry to say that your son is not up to snuff to play
on this team.
to strike out
to lay an egg, bomb, lose, blow it

I tried my best but the fact is that I struck out.
to wash out
to fail, not pass muster, not be up to snuff, fall
short, flop
He was one of the first persons to wash out of
the program.
to not pass muster
to fail, not be up to snuff, fall short, flop, wash out
to go out of business
to close up shop, go under, close the doors of one’s
business, go to the wall
This will be the last year; we’re going out of business.
to be drowning in red ink
to be loosing money, go bankrupt, not pay, default
to go on the rocks
the go under, fail, go to the walls, close down
Our business went on the rocks because of bad
management.
to go under
to fail, go out of business, go on the rocks, close down,
fold, fold up
It did not take a long time for the business to
go under.
to go bankrupt
to close down, go out of business, fold up, go on
the rocks, fail, flop
Because we went bankrupt, we were forced to close
the business.
to go broke
to be out of money, have no more money, go bankrupt,
be ruin economically speak, be insolvent
As a result of the business, we went broke.

to fold
to fold up, close down, go to the wall, go out of
business, go under
The business folded sometime last year.
to keel over
to faint, lose consciousness, black out, pass out
It was when we were about to enter the church that
he keeled over.
to be at the altar
to get married, say I do, stand in front of the minister,
walk down the aisle
It was when I was at the altar that I fainted.
to walk down the aisle
to get married, be at the altar, say I do, stand in front
of the minister
It took a long time before I got the courage to walk
down the aisle.
to fall prey
to fall victim to, be defeated, be conned, be a patsy
or goat for
He is always falling prey to every con man he has
ever come in contact with.
to be checkmated
to be stopped, defeated, made impotent or powerless
I want him to be checkmated so that he will not be
able to accomplish anything.
to be on the ropes
to be or get sick, be on one’s last legs, get worse, go
downhill
I don’t know if he will get better; he is on the ropes.
to go downhill

to decline, get worse, not be getting any better, begin
to sink, be on the downslide
I’m sorry to say that he is going downhill.
to be on the downslide
to go downhill, decline, get worse, not be getting any better,
begin to sink
He is on the downslide; I can not guarantee that he will
get better.
to be hamstrung
to be checkmated, stopped, made impotent, incapacitated
or powerless
I was so hamstrung that I was unable to do anything.
to have the ground cut out from under one
to not have a leg to stand on, be incapacitated, undermined,
undercut or subverted
With this new boss, I am always having the ground cut
out from under me.
to have the wind taken out of one’s sails
to be incapacitated, undermined, undercut or subverted,
sap the foundation of, weaken
I’m glad that he had the wind taken out of his sail.
to pine away
to languish, fade, fail, weaken, be on the decline, flag
With this disease he is pining away.
to flag
to pine away, languish, fade, fail, weaken, be on
the decline
To be frank, he is flagging.
to pine for
to thirst, languish, yearn or hunger for, hunger, hanker or
thirst after, want in the worst way

He is pining for her husband.
to thirst for
to languish, yearn, pine or hunger for, hunger, hanker or
thirst after, want in the worst way
It is impossible to attain what you are thirsting for.
to thirst after
to thirst, languish, yearn, pine or hunger for, hunger or hanker,
want in the worst way
It is impossible to attain what you are thirsting for.
to want in the worst way
to thirst, languish, yearn, pine or hunger for, hunger, hanker
or thirst after
Before I realized the truth, I had wanted him in the worst way.
to yearn for
to want in the worst way, thirst, languish, yearn, pine or
hunger for, hunger, hanker or thirst after
I yearn for a time when there is no war.
to hanker for
to lust or letch after, thirst, yearn, crave, pine, or ache for
It is obvious that he is hankering for a fight.
to let go
to go crazy, lose one’s balance, come apart at the seams,
lose it
I knew that she had let go when she started talking
to herself.
to come apart at the seams
to go crazy, lose one’s balance, let go, lose it, crack
She can’t keep pressuring her; she’s coming apart at the seams.
to lose it
to go crazy, lose one’s balance, let go, come apart at the
seams, crack

I do believe that you are losing it.
to crack up (slang)
to go crazy, lose one’s balance, let go, come apart at the
seams, lose it
She no longer knows what she is doing; she’s cracking up.
to lose one’s cool (slang)
to go crazy, lose one’s balance, let go, come apart at the
seams, lose it, crack up
When he saw what they had done, he lost his cool.
to go to pieces
to go crazy, lose one’s balance, let go, come apart at the
seams, lose it, crack up, lose one’s cool
He went to pieces.
to sink
1.
to succumb, decline, fail, weaken, worsen, go downhill
I afraid that he’s sinking.
2.

to destroy, be the ruin of, bankrupt, cause the downfall of
He sunk me.

3.

to risk, invest or venture money
I sunk all my money in this business.

to sink in
to comprehend, understand, assimilate, get
The fact that he does not love me has finally sunk in.
to cause the downfall of
to destroy, be the ruin of, bankrupt, sink
I caused the downfall of my family because I lost all of
our money.
to be the ruin of
to cause the downfall of, destroy, bankrupt, sink
He was the ruin of me and my family.

to give out
to die, succumb to, give way, kick the bucket
Unfortunately, she gave out last night.
to give way
to give out, die, succumb to, give out, kick the bucket
My grandfather gave way after my grandmother had.
to make a shambles of
to make a mess of, wreck, dirty, make into a pigpen
After being there for one day, he made a shambles of
my home.
to be a rat hole
to be a dirty or untidy establishment, be a pigpen or a dump
This house is a rat hole.
to be a dump
to be a dirty or untidy establishment, be a pigpen or a rathole
This is a dump; I don’t know how you can live here.
to be a pigsty
to be a dirty or untidy establishment, be a dump, pigpen or
a rathole
This is a pigsty; I don’t know how you can live here.
to be a pretty fix
to be a can of worms, mess, pinch, stew, fine kettle of fish
This is a pretty fix that can not be undone.
to be a stew
to be a can of worms, pretty fix, mess, pinch, fine
kettle of fish
to go down in flames
to go down in glory, to not suffer defeat or be defeated
quietly

He had every intention of going down in flames.
to have bigger fish to fry
to have more important or urgent matters with which
to deal
The truth is that it does not matter; I have bigger
fish to fry.
to take the bait
to fall or walk into a trap, get caught or trapped
How could he be so stupid? He took the bait.
to raise to the bait
to let one get one’s goat, allow one to get one angry
Why do you always raise to the bait? Why do you
always raise to the bait?
to be all wet
to be totally and completely wrong, off base or on
the wrong track
You are all wet; he did not mean you any harm.
to be off by a target
to be wrong, all wet, on the wrong track, barking up
the wrong tree, off base
You are off target.
to be barking up the wrong tree
to be on the wrong track, off base, wrong, off target
You need to rethink your course of action; you are
barking up the wrong tree.
to not be even close
to be wrong, off by a mile, barking up the wrong tree, out
in left field, cold
You are not even close. Go back and try again.
to be out to sea
to be wrong, off by a mile, barking up the wrong tree, out

in left field or cold, not be even close
You are out to sea. You don’t understand anything.
to be out in left field
to be wrong, out to sea, off by a mile, barking up the wrong
tree or cold, not be even close
No, I don’t agree. You are out in left field.
to be cold
to be wrong, out to sea, off by a mile, barking up the wrong
tree or out in left field, not be even close
You are not even close; rather, you are cold.
to be all wrong
to be wet, totally wrong, mistaken or off by a mile
You are all wrong in what you believe.
to be dead wrong
to be all wrong, wet, totally wrong, mistaken or off by
a mile
I know what you believe but you are dead wrong.
to be groundless
to be wrong, have no basis, ungrounded or unfounded
This accusation is groundless.
to be ungrounded
to be wrong, have no basis, groundless or unfounded
This is ungrounded; therefore, there is not anything to say.
to be unfounded
to be wrong, have no basis, groundless or ungrounded, not
have a leg to stand on
What you are saying is unfounded. You don’t have a leg
to stand on.
to be full of beans
to be all wrong, wrong, full of beans, all wet or way off the
mark

You are full of beans. Do you really expect me to believe
you?
to be screwy
to be crazy, irrational, all wet, cock-eyed, unsounded
What you are saying is so screwy that I don’t know
what to say.
to be full of it
to be full of beans, all wrong, wrong, full of beans, all wet or
way off the mark
The truth is that I don’t believe a thing; you are full of it.
to be full of hot air
to be full of it, full of beans, all wrong, wrong, all wet or
way off the mark
You are full of hot air!
to be nuts
to be full of it, full of beans, all wrong, wrong, full of beans,
whacko, all wet or way off the mark
You are nuts to believe that he will help you.
to be whacko
to be nuts, full of it, full of beans, all wrong, wrong, full of
beans, cuckoo, all wet or way off the mark
All I can is that this is whacko.
to be cuckoo
to be nuts, crazy, full of beans, all wrong, wrong, full of
beans, whacko, all wet or way off the mark
I am convinced that she and her ideas are cuckoo.
to cherry pick
to pick and choose information according to one’s policy
or belief
You can not cherry pick information, accepting only that
which is to your liking.

to get off the hook
to not be blamed, not be held accountable or responsible
His main goal is to get off the hook.
to be held accountable
to get off the hook, not be blamed, not be held responsible
You must be held accountable for what you do.
to find fault
to pick to pieces, criticize, pick holes in, nitpick
You are always finding fault with everything that
I do.
to jump or be pushed
to leave voluntarily or be forced out
What I want to know is, did he jump or was
he pushed?
to be a clean slate
to be a new beginning with none of the errors or mistakes
of the past
This new administration is a clean slate.
to slowdown the train
to be rolled
to be intimidated, cowed, overawed, coerced or bulled
The truth is that he was rolled.
to be the sacrificial lamb
to be the fall, scapegoat, chump or person set up
to take the blame
He is the sacrificial lamb.
to be outfoxed
to be outflanked, or outmaneuvered
Face it. You were outfoxed.

to feed one a line
to lie or not tell the truth, fib
He is feeding you a line.
to spread like wildfire
to spread quick, rapidly or fast
Word of his death spread like wildfire.
(to be) word of
to be news or information
Word of the ex-president’s death left everyone stunned.
to polish off (food)
to eat or consume completely, finish off
I was so hungry that I polished off these hot dogs in less
than a minute.
to finish off (food)
to eat or consume completely, polish off
I was so hungry that I finished off these hot dogs in less
than a minute.
to be a cliché
to be saw, truism, maxim or platitude
It is a cliché that everyone wants to be happy.
to be a saw
to be a truism, cliché, maxim or platitude
I know that it is a saw but that does not mean that
it is true.
to be a truism
to be a saw, cliché, maxim or platitude
I don’t agree; that is a truism.
It is a cliché that everyone wants to be happy.
to click

to dovetail, get along, synchronize, sync, fit together well, be
on the same wavelength, match
I can’t explain but we have always clicked.
to dovetail
to click, get along, synchronize, sync, go hand in glove, fit
together well, be on the same wavelength, match
Our life dovetail in an incredible way.
to be on the same wavelength
to dovetail, synchronize, sync, go hand in glove, fit together
well, click, match, jibe, square with
We are on the same wavelength.
to jibe
to dovetail, click, get along, synchronize, sync, go hand in
glove, fit together well, be on the same wavelength, match
We have always jibed; therefore, even in disagreement we
understand each other.
to sync
to dovetail, click, get along, synchronize, go hand in glove,
fit together well, be on the same wavelength, match, jibe
We sync. We go together like bread and butter.
to go hand in glove
to sync, dovetail, click, get along, synchronize, fit together well,
be on the same wavelength, match, jibe
Our live go hand in glove. We sync.
to square with
to be on the same wavelength, clinch, go hand in glove, congruous,
be in tune, sync, synchronize, jibe, dovetail
What you want squares with what I want.
to smooth over
to ignore, not make much of or minimize the differences
I don’t know if it will possible to smooth this over.

to make peace
to patch up, come to terms, mend, fix up
Don’t you think that it is time that we make peace.
to patch up
to mend, fix or doctor up, put back together again, put
back in one piece
Don’t worry about the car. We can patch up everything.
to put back together again
to patch up, mend, fix or doctor up, put back in one
piece, restore
It will not be hard to put all these pieces back
together again.
to put back in one piece
to patch up, mend, fix or doctor up, restore, put back
together again
It not going to be possible to put this back in one piece.
to find the key
to unlock, solve, unriddle, untangle, crack
I was never able to the find the key to his personality.
to burn one’s bridges
to destroy one’s chances to ever return to a prior situation
I really tried not to burn my bridges but he gave me no choices.
to cross that bridge when one comes to it
to not deal with a problem or question beforehand, not
anticipate a problem before it is one
Don’t jump the gun; we’ll cross that bridge when we
come to it.
to be water under the bridge
to be the past or spilt milk, no longer relevant or significant
Why are we still talking about this? This is water under

the bridge.
to build bridges
to form relationships between two different parties or groups
I don’t think that we will be able to build bridges with
that group. They only want to fight.
to bridge
to reduce or heal the differences between two parties
I think that it will be impossible to bridge the gap between
the two families. The hatred is too strong.
to be sober-minded
to be sensible, level-headed, reasonable or prudent
She is sober-minded; therefore, you can reason with her.
to be down-to-earth
to be sober-minded, sensible, level-headed, reasonable
or prudent, be with both feet on the ground
He will not exaggerate the situation. He is down-to-earth.
to be with both feet on the ground
to be down-to-earth, sober-minded, sensible, level-headed,
reasonable or prudent
You need to be with both feet on the ground; otherwise,
you will always have problem.
to be law-abiding
to follow the law, not be a rebel or insurgent
He is law-abiding; therefore, he can be trusted.
to be twenty-four carat
to be genuine, real, authentic or real thing
This is twenty-four carat; therefore, I don’t understand
your skepticism.
to be honest-to-God
to be real, without any question or doubt

I am honest-to-God sorry for everything.
to be made to last
to be solid, durable, sturdy, well-made or well-built
This bridge has survived so many years because it
was made to last.
to be out of the red
to no longer be insolvent, be in the black or in good
standing
I am happy to report that we are out of the red.
to be in good standing
to be not be insolvent, be in the black, solvent or
credit-worthy
This company is in good standing.
to be above-water
to be in good standing, be not be insolvent, be in the black,
solvent or credit-worthy
Although the company is not doing fantastic but we
are above-water.
to be like-minded
to be in unison, accordance or agreement, be of one-mind or
the same mind
We are like-minded on this matter.
to be of one-mind
to be like-minded, be in unison, accordance or agreement,
be of the same mind
On this we are of one-mind; therefore, you are wasting
your time.
to be of the same mind
to be of one-mind, be like-minded, be in unison, accordance
or agreement
After much negotiating, I am glad to say that we are of the
same mind.

to hit one’s stride
to hit one’s climax, come into one’s own, mature
Now that he is a husband and a father, he has hit his stride.
to march to a different drummer
to be one’s own person, unique, belong to no man
One of the reasons that I like him is that he marches to
a different drummer.
to barnstorm
to conduct a speaking tour in rural areas by making brief appearances
(usually done during a campaign)
During this campaign, it is the vice president job to barnstorm the
south.
to nosh
to eat between meals or snack
She loves to nosh.
to eat like a bird
to eat or consume very little, peck at one’s food, be a picky
eater, pick at one’s food
The reason that she is so skinny is that she eats like a bird.
to pick at one’s food
to eat like a bird, eat or consume very little, peck at one’s food,
be a picky eater
Stop picking at your food and eat!
to peck at one’s food
to pick at one’s food, eat like a bird, eat or consume very little,
be a picky eater
You are always pecking at your food. I do wish you were a
better eater.
to be a picky eater
to peck at one’s food, pick at one’s food, eat like a bird, eat
or consume very little

Ever since she was a little girl she has been a picky eater.
to close the barn after the horse has escaped
to try to stop or prevent an action once it has already happened
What you are now doing make no sense. It makes no sense to
close the barn door after the horse has escaped.
to show one’s amusement at
to laugh, smirk, sneer look down at or snicker at
Why are you always showing your amusement everyone?
Who do you think you are?
to loathe
to abhor, have contempt for, despise, show aversion to
It is obvious that he loathes her and her whole family.
to have no use for
to not be able to stand, bear or abide, abhor, strongly dislike
She has no use for either you or your friends.
to have no stomach for
to have no use or taste for, not be able to stand, bear or abide,
abhor, strongly dislike
I have no stomach for such type of work.
to give lip
to reply, answer or respond in a disrespectful manner
I won't allow a child to give me lip.
to have one’s mind in the gutter
to be obscene, sexually perverted or twisted, nasty
He always takes things that way; he has his mind
in the gutter.
to be no hold-bars
to have no limits, rules or conditions
This is a no-hold bars struggle; everything goes.

to work one’s freakin’ tail off (slang)
to work or toil diligently and hard, labor 24/7, work
sun up to sun down
In order to get this done I had to work my
freakin’ tail off.
to wrestle with an idea
to think over or ponder a difficult idea or concept
To understand what he was saying, I really had to wrestle
with the idea.
(to be) conspicuous consumption
to showcase or exhibit one’s wealth
The nouveau riche has always been accused of
conspicuous consumption.
to stick in one’s crow
to remain angry, maintain one’s anger, hold on to
a grudge
What he did still sticks in my crow.
to spawn from
to come or originate from
This anger spawns from a lot of sources.
to bring into the world
to bring into existence, give birth to, procreate
She brought my daughter in the world last night.
to have
to bring into the world, bring into existence, give birth
to, procreate
She had our daughter last night.
to be a loan shark
1.
to be a money-lender, money monger or usurer
He is a loan shark who has very high interest rates.

2.

to be a shylock, blood sucker, shakedown artist, leech
Don’t borrow money from him. He is a loan shark.

to be a shakedown artist
to be a shylock, loan shark, blood sucker, shakedown artist,
leech, extortionist
Why are you doing business with him. He is nothing but a
shakedown artist.
to be a leech
to be a shakedown artist, shylock, loan shark, blood sucker,
extortionist
He is a leech who sucks everyone dries.
to be a bleeder
to be a shakedown artist, shylock, loan shark, blood sucker,
extortionist
I don’t care how much money he has. I wouldn’t do business
with him; he is a bleeder.
to be fly by night
to be temporary, a flash in the pan, be here today but gone
tomorrow
This is a fly by night operation. It will be gone by next week.
to flock
to gather, assemble, band, herd, flock or gather together
They all flocked around the scene.
(to be) smut-free
to be free of obscenity, pornography, indecency, porn
or bawdry
Is it possible to have a smut-free conversation.
to be a stag film
to be film which is obscene, x-rated or pornographic
This is a stag film. Please turn it off.
to back talk

to retort, respond in a disrespectful manner, talk or sass back
I will not allow you to back talk.
to mislead
to misdirect, pull a fast one, lead astray, give a bum steer
to, throw off scent
He purposely misled me.
to give one a bum steer to
to mislead, misdirect, pull a fast one, lead astray, throw off
scent, throw for a curve, hoodwink
He gave me a bum steer; therefore, I completely trusted him.
to speak out of turn
to talk, crack or answer back, back talk, forget one’s place,
lip off
I will not allow you to speak out of turn.
to answer in kind
to speak out of turn, talk, crack or answer back, back talk,
forget one’s place, lip off
Of course I answered in kind. Who does she think she is?
to sass back
to get fresh, speak out of turn, talk, crack or answer back, back
talk, forget one’s place, lip off
I won’t allow me to sass back.
to have a snappy comeback
to sass back, get fresh, speak out of turn, talk, crack or
answer back, back talk, forget one’s place, lip off
I don’t appreciate your response. You have a snappy
comeback.
to forget one’s place
to talk back, speak out of turn, answer in kind, get smart,
lip off
Watch your mouth! You are forgetting your place.

to crack back
to have a snappy comeback, answer, sass or talk back, get fresh,
answer in kind, lip off, forget one’s place
He is always cracking back. He needs to be talked to.
to sass
to crack back, have a snappy comeback, answer, sass or talk
back, get fresh, answer in kind, lip off, forget one’s place
She is always sassing.
to return the compliment
to sass, crack back, have a snappy comeback, answer, sass or talk
back, get fresh, answer in kind, lip off, forget one’s place
I always return the compliment.
to make a wisecrack
to return the compliment, sass, crack back, have a snappy comeback,
answer, sass or talk back, get fresh, answer in kind
I don’t appreciate or will stand you making a wisecrack.
to have a comeback
to crack back, have a snappy comeback, make a wisecrack, return
the compliment, sass, answer, sass or talk back
Of course, I had a comeback. I always have one.
to lip off
to make a wisecrack, return the compliment, sass, answer, sass
or talk back, get fresh, answer in kind
How dare you lip off in the classroom. I will not permit such
behavior.
to hang on the lips of
to give one’s undivided or full attention, be attentive
So that I didn't miss anything, I hung on the lips of the speaker.
to hang on one’s every word
to pay careful attention to, listen devotedly, hard, carefully or
sharply

She always hangs on his every word.
to listen up
to listen with great interest, hang on every word, give ear, be
all ears, be all eyes and ears
I want you to listen up so that you will know what to do.
to have a song on one’s lips
to not show or express one's sadness, distress, or depression
on one's face
She has such a pleasant personality. She always has a song
on her lips.
to be cheery
to be genial, happy, joyful, warm or shining
She is always so cherry that it is nice to be with her.
to keep a stiff upper lip
to face misfortune without complaining or without showing fear,
She faced everything and kept a stiff upper lip. I admire her.
to quiver
to cringe, tremble, show one’s fear or terror, cower, shake
When he saw the men, he could not stop quivering.
to fly under the radar
to behave or in a manner to not call unwanted attention
He pretended to be clueless so that he could fly under
the radar.
to be a hit man
1.
to be a thug murderer, killer, trigger man or hired gun
He was a hit man for the Mafia.
to exact
to enforce, coerce, pressure, impel, extort, require
He exacts quite a bit from his workers.
to draft

to make serve, conscript, prevail or insist upon
I do not want to be drafted into the arm services.
to hug the shore
to keep land in sight, not venture far from the coast,
stay near the coast
In the earlier times, the ships would hug the shore.
to bring to bear
to toughen up, clamp or crack down on, implement, get tough
He brought to bear so much pressure that I could not stand it.
to clamp down on
to bring pressure to bear, toughen up, implement, get tough
The president helped to create laws which clamped down on the
immigrant population.
to toughen up on
to bring to bear, bring pressure to bear, clamp or crack down on,
implement, get tough
It is about time that you toughen up on your workers.
They are robbing you blind.
to get tough
to toughen up on, bring to bear, bring pressure to bear, clamp
or crack down on, implement
There is no need to get tough with me; I understand.
to carry out
to execute, discharge, fulfill, accomplish
It is your job to carry out my orders.
to look after
to see that it is done, oversee, administer, run the show,
manage
It is your job to look after the employees once I leave.
to run the show

to oversee, call the play, supervise, run
Since this is my business, I run the show.
to mastermind
to administer, call the plays, oversee, run the show
I mastermind everything that goes on here.
to be the mastermind
to be the administrator or overseer, be the one who calls
the plays or run the show
When you are looking for who talk to, look for me. I am
the mastermind.
to quarterback
to oversee, administer, call the shots or plays, mastermind
The buck stops here; I quarterback everything.
to be the quarterback
to be the administrator, mastermind or overseer, be the one
who calls the plays or the shots or run the show
I run the show; I am the quarterback.
to not have a snowball chance in hell
to be totally, completely or absolutely impossible
They thought that I did not have a snowball chance
in hell to become successful.
to orchestrate
to quarterback, oversee, administer, call the shots or plays,
mastermind, make decisions, direct
I orchestrate everything here.
to be the trigger man
to be the executioner, murderer, killer or assassin
Although I was the author, he was the trigger man.
to be a tightwad
to be cheap, as cheap as dirt, a penny pincher, be penny
wise but a pound foolish

You never get any money out of him; he is a tightwad.
to be cheap
1.
to not cost a great deal or a lot, not be dear, economical
Although this blouse is cheap, the material is of good quality.
2.

to be a tightwad or penny pincher, be as cheap as dirt or
a penny wise but a pound foolish
He won’t give you anything; he is cheap.

to be as cheap as dirt
1.
to not cost a great deal or a lot, not be dear, economical
Although this car is as cheap as dirt, it run pretty well.
2.

to be frugal, be a tightwad or penny pincher, be as cheap
as dirt
I have never a more frugal person; he is as cheap as dirt.

to be a penny wise but a pound foolish
to be stingy, cheap, penny-pinching, miserly, frugal, skinflinty
He does not understand the difference in being a penny wise but
a pound foolish to being economical and pennywise.
to be chintzy
to be stingy, cheap or frugal, be a tightwad or penny pincher, be
as cheap as dirt
To say that he is chintzy would be an understatement.
to be money grubbing
to be grasping, chintzy, stingy, cheap or frugal, be a tightwad
or penny pincher
He is money grubbing.
to be grasping
to be miserly, money grubbing, chintzy, stingy, cheap, mean
or frugal
He is grasping. He is always looking for ways to earn money.
to be penny-pinching
to be grasping, miserly, money grubbing, chintzy, stingy, cheap,

mean or frugal
It is not so good to be penny-pinching.
to be scrimping
to be penny-pinching, grasping, miserly, money grubbing,
chintzy, stingy or cheap
He is scrimping about everything that has do with spending
money.
to be penny-wise
to be economical, not waste money, thrifty or prudent
I admire her because she is penny-wise.
to stretch a penny
to be penny-wise, economical, frugal, not waste money, thrifty or
prudent
She is a person who knows how to stretch a penny.
to be a piddling
to be almost nothing, sparing, scrimpy or paltry
How do expect me to live on this? This is a piddling.
to be paltry
to be a piddling, be almost nothing, measly, scant, sparing
or scrimpy
Are you serious? This is paltry.
to be meager
to be paltry or a piddling, be almost nothing, measly, scant,
sparing or scrimpy
Two hundred dollars a month is meager.
to be a hatchet man
to be a cut-throat, hired gun, thug, murderer, killer, trigger
man or hit man
He is a hatchet man. He is very good at his job.
to be a butcher
to be a killer, mass-murderer, slaughterer, bloodspiller or

annihilator
He was a butcher during his time in office.
to butcher
to kill, slaughter, kill off, decimate, chop or cut pieces
He butchered the population he was elected to help.
to be waded in blood
to be soaked or knee high in blood, butcher, slaughter
He is guilty; he is waded in blood.
to be a cutthroat
to be a killing, bloodstained, homicidal or bloodthirsty
He may look like a kind grandfather but he was a cutthroat killer.
to be soaked in blood
to be barbaric, brutish, lethal, murderous or blood stained
He is soaked in blood.
to be blood-soaked
to be a butcher, be barbaric, blood thirsty, soaked in blood,
cutthroat
He record is blood-soaked with the blood of all his victims.
to be out for blood
1.
to be murderous, homicidal or bloodthirsty
As a result of what happened, she is out for blood.
2.

to be extremely angry, frothing or foaming at the mouth,
out of control with angry
As a result of what happen, she is out for blood. I
have never seen her so angry.

to be unsparing
to be ruthless, merciless, unpitying, unmerciful, pitiless or unfeeling
She is so unsparing that nothing bothers her.
(to be) every man for himself
to be a cut throat ruthless, unmerciful competitor, be
ruthless comp

This is a world of everyman for himself.
to be the law of the jungle
to be dog-eat-dog, every man for himself, cutthroat, ruthless
or brutal
It is the law of the jungle that there are winners and losers.
to be the survival of the fittest
to be the law of the jungle, be dog-eat-dog, every man for
himself, cutthroat, ruthless or brutal
In this society, it is the survival of the fittest.
to be at each other's throat
to be deadly enemies, lethal opponents, foes, rivals
or antagonists
They are always at each other's throat.
to be a stooge
to be a tool, yes-man, flunky, lackey, puppet, creature of
Despite what he says, he is a stooge for the empire.
to squabble
to feud, fight, bicker, quarrel, clash, do battle
I wish that you two would stop squabbling.
to bicker
to squabble, feud, fight, bicker, quarrel, clash, do battle
Please stop your bickering.
to make something of it
to contest, clash, bicker, squabble, do battle
Do you want to make something of it? I’m ready.
to be a yes-man
to be a tool, stooge, lackey, dupe or pawn
Why does he keep him around? He is a yes-man.

to be a tool
to be lackey, dupe, creature of, pawn, stooge or flunky
You are nothing but a tool of the company. You have
no power.
to be a lackey
to be a tool, lackey, dupe, creature of, pawn, stooge, flunky
You are a lackey who has no power.
to be a dupe
to be a yes-man, tool, stooge, lackey, dupe or pawn
You are a dupe who does as he is told.
to be a pawn
to be a dupe, yes-man, tool, stooge, lackey or dupe
You can not deny that he is a pawn.
to brawl
to squabble, bicker, spar, fight, go at it tooth and nail
I wish that you and your brother stop brawling.
to bring a lump to one's throat
to be moved or touched almost to the point of tears
Watching the film brought a lump to my throat.
to be stirred
to be affected, impacted, impressed or moved
I was greatly stirred by his words.
to budge
1.
to move a little or an inch, make an effort or exert oneself
to move or do
I could not budge the furniture; it was too heavy.
to not lift a finger
to not move or budge, do nothing to help or change
a situation
I had done my best. Now, I will not even lift a finger

to help her.
to mill about
to walk around or move about waiting, go to and fro
While waiting for news about his conditions, his family
milled about in and outside the waiting room.
to be up and about
to be on one’s feet or up and doing as a result of no longer being ill
I am glad to report that not only does she feel better but she is
also now up and about.
to stir up
1.
to rekindle, revive, awake, wake up
Seeing him again, stirred up feeling in me that I had not had
in a long time.
2.

to foment, incite, arouse, provoke, goad
I will not allow you to stir up the crowd. You could cause
a riot.

to start the wheels turning
to start off, put in motion, initiate, set off, start
the ball rolling
I am grateful that my father helped to start the
wheels turning.
to put in motion
to start the wheels turning, start off, initiate, set off, start
the ball rolling
If you do this, you are going to put in motion things
that you will not be able to control.
to start off
to kick off, put in motion, start the wheels turning,
initiate, set off, start the ball rolling
He started off the celebrations with a champagne toast.
to set off
to kick off, put in motion, start the wheels turning, start

off, initiate, start the ball rolling
His words set off a chain reaction which we are still
feeling today.
to trigger
to initiate, instigate, set in motion, kick, start or set off
His words triggered a chain-reaction.
to bristle
to anger, prickle, irritate, infuriate or bother greatly
His plan bristled at his suggestions and recommendations.
to have one’s cake and eat it too
to have it all, have it all to one’s favor
I know what you want but it is not always possible to have
your cake and eat it too.
to read the tea leaves
to prognosticate, foretell, predict, prophesize
Reading the tea leaves, I shuddered.
to rig the game
to manipulate, trump up, engineer, maneuver, fix
I must admit that I knew that they rigged the game.
to be rigged
to be manipulated, trumped up, engineered, maneuvered, fixed
In many casinos, the machines are rigged.
to engineer
to rig the game, manipulate, trump up, engineer, maneuver,
fix, tamper with
He has engineered everything so that the outcome would be
to his favor.
to be a trifle
to be a small or piddling amount, not to be much, be
nothing much

This is a trifle not worth worrying about.
to not be worth the paper it is printed on
to be worthless, not have any value, be worth a trifle
This money is not worth the paper it is printed on.
to go postal
to go crazy, become violent, volcanic, raging
or dangerous
I am scared to fire him; he might go postal and
kill everyone.
to be a great ride
to be a great trip,
(to be) a pinch
to be a touch, dash, handful, smidgen or bit
Put only a pinch of salt in the sauce.
(to be) a touch
to be a pinch, tiny bit, dash, handful, smidgen or bit
Don’t put a lot, only a touch.
to be a smidgen
to be a touch, pinch, tiny bit, dash, dab, handful or bit
I don’t need a lot; he only needed a smidgen.
to be a dash
to be a smidgen, touch, pinch, tiny bit, dab, handful
or bit
You only need to put a dash of spice. I don’t like
my food too hot.
to be a crumb
to be a very small amount, be an iota, mit or speck
You must think that I’ll take anything; this is a crumb.
to be more than one way to skin a cat
to have a variety of ways or manners to approach or

solve a situation
I know that he said no but there is more than one
way to skin a cat.
to forestall
to hinder, sidetrack, stave, ward or fend off, divert
You can not forestall this forever.
to not have one’s cake and eat it too
to not have everything that one wants, not have it all
You can not have your cake and eat it too.
to take the plunge
to do something which is risky, scary or terrifying
Although I was terrified, I took the plunge and
borrowed the necessary money to start my own business.
to make a start
to initiate, take the lead, pioneer, break the ice, lead the way
Just sitting here does nothing. You have to make a start.
to trifle with
to treat as irrelevant, deal with lightly, make nothing of,
You have no right to trifle with her feelings.
to make light of
to shortchange, treat as irrelevant, make nothing of, trifle with
There is never a circumstance when one can make light of war.
to make nothing of
to make light of, trifle with, treat as insignificant or as nothing
You are very wrong to make nothing of the fact that the
president lied to the people.
to discount
to laugh or scoff at, joke about, deride, close one’s eye, to
laugh off, make sport of

You are going to learn that you can not discount
everything.
to wag
to wiggle, move or switch back and forth, swing, sway
The dog wagged his tail.
to wriggle
to wag, move, swish or switch back and forth, swing, sway
She wriggled her finger to let her know her know that
she could not go.
to be window dressing
to be a forefront, façade, illusion, put-on or veneer
If you scratch the surface, you will see that this is all
window dressing.
to be a put-on
to be fake or window dressing, a façade, illusion,
masquerade, put-on or camouflage
Anybody can see that this is a put-on.
to be a masquerade
to be window dressing or camouflage, be a put-on,
façade, illusion, masquerade or put-on
His life is a masquerade.
to make sport of
to scoff at laugh at, joke about, deride, discount, close
one’s eye to, laugh off
You are always making sport of everything here.
to put one’s hands all over
to finger, paw all over, fiddle, toy, fuss or fool with
He is always putting his hands all over everything.
to fiddle with
to trifle, toy, play, fuss, mess, fidget, or fool with, monkey or play
around with

I wish that you would stop fiddling with your clothes. You
look fine.
to toy with
to fiddle, trifle, play, fuss, mess, fidget, or fool with,
monkey or play around with
Why can’t you keep still. Stop toying with your books
and sit down.
to fidget with
to toy, fiddle with, trifle, play, fuss, mess or fool with,
monkey or play around with
Stop fidgeting with your clothes, sit down and pay attention.
to monkey around with
to fidget, toy, fiddle, trifle, play, fuss, mess, play or fool
around with
I need you to stop monkeying around with these books.
to putter around
to fool, fiddle, trifle, tinker, mess or play around
I love to putter around in my garden. I do it to relax.
to tinker around
to fool, fiddle, trifle, putter, mess or play around
Some of his happiest moments were when he was tinkering
around in his workshop.
to goof off
to fritter away time, loiter, linger, dilly-dally, hang around, waste time
You never got anything done because you were always goofing off.
to be a goof off
to stick around, hang around, goof off, fritter away time, loiter, linger,
dilly-dally, linger around, waste time
He is and will always be a goof off who does not do anything.
to linger around
to goof off, fritter away time, loiter, linger, dilly-dally, hang around,

waste time
He is always lingering around doing absolutely nothing.
to hang around
to goof off, fritter away time, loiter, linger, dilly-dally, linger
around, waste time
Why are you always hanging around? Don’t you have a job?
to stick around
to hang around, goof off, fritter away time, loiter, linger,
dilly-dally, linger around, waste time
He is a goof-off, always sticking around the neighborhood.
to poke around
to goof off, fritter away time, loiter, linger, dilly-dally, linger or hang
around, waste time
Stop poking around and do something. You are always wasting
time.
to potter around
to poke around, goof off, fritter away time, loiter, linger, dilly-dally,
linger or hang around, waste time
When I went on vacation all I did was potter around.
to twiddle one’s thumb
to waste time, fritter away time, do nothing, hang around
doing nothing or wasting time
All I did this afternoon was to twiddle my thumb.
to not be worth a fig
to not be worth the paper it is printed on, be worthless, have
no value, not be worth a plug nickel, worth a trifling
All of this might look impressive but, frankly, it is not
worth a fig.
to not be worth a hill of beans
to not be worth a fig or a plug nickel, be worthless, have
no value, worth a trifling, be inconsequential

I am no fool; this picture is not worth a hill of beans.
to be penny-ante
to be insignificant, trivial, trifling, of little or no importance
Frankly, the money that I earn is penny-ante.
to be paltry
to be penny-ante, insignificant, trivial, trifling, of little or
no importance
This is paltry. Do you really expect me to accept it?
to strike home
to leave an impact, impact, hit where it hurts, hit the mark
What he said really struck home.
to clear one's throat
1.
to remove an obstacle from one’s throat
Please excuse me but I must clear my throat. I have a rather
bad cold.
2.

to make a nose in one's throat to get someone's attention
He cleared his throat so that the children would come to
attention.

to cut one's own throat
to get revenge by hurting oneself, hurt or wound oneself
out of anger destroy one’s own interest
What you’re doing makes no sense. By getting drunk every night, you’re
not hurting your ex-boyfriend. All you’re doing is cutting your own
throat. Why?!
to defeat one’s own purpose
to destroy oneself, self-destruct, cut one’s own throat, destroy
one’s own interest
You are the only one who defeats your own interest.
to be hoisted by one’s own petard
to defeat one’s own purpose, destroy oneself, self-destruct, cut
one’s own throat, destroy one’s own interest

Tell me. How does it feel to be hoisted by your own petard.
to slit one’s own throat
to cut off your nose to spite one’s own face, to defeat one’s
own purpose to destroy oneself, cut one’s own throat
You have only accomplished to slit your own throat.
to cut off your nose to spite one’s own face
to defeat one’s own purpose to destroy oneself, cut or slit
one’s own throat, self-destruct
It makes no sense to cut off your nose to spite your face. It’s
stupid!
to commit hari-kari
to self-destroy, commit suicide, slit one’s own throat, kill
oneself
He committed hari-kari.
to be caught in one’s own trap
to be hoisted by one’s own petard, have one’s own plans
backfire, have one’s own plans boomerang
I warned you that you would be eventually caught in your
own trap.
to cut someone's throat
to kill, murder, jugulate
He won’t be bothering us anymore. I cut his throat.
to cut down
to kill, slay, assassinate, dispatch, murder
They cut down the leader outside his home.
to finish off
to cut down, kill, slay, assassinate, dispatch
It was easy; I finished him off this morning.
to put one out of one’s misery
to get rid of, kill, cut down, assassinate, murder
I’ve paid someone to put him out of his misery.

to snuff out
to kill, assassinate, slay, murder, bump off, get rid
It was my job to snuff out my client’s enemies.
to waste
to murder, kill, assassinate, snuff out, bump off, get rid of
He wasted the leader of the gang before being shot.
to be wasted
to be murdered, killed, assassinated, snuffed out, bumped
off or gotten rid of
He was wasted last night.
to eighty-six
to waste, murder, kill, assassinate, snuff out, bump off,
get rid of
Because he won’t listen, you are going to have to eighty-six him.
to force down one's throat
to force, demand, insist upon or pressure
He tried to force the decision down my throat.
to stay ahead of the curve
to stay ahead of the game, not be caught up to, remain
in the lead position
It is extremely important to stay ahead of the curve.
to run out of gas
to be exhausted, not be able to continue or go on, stop
I’ve run out of gas. I need to take time off.
to take time off
to take time for oneself, go on vacation, stop working
I’m going to take time off this week.
to push through

to impel, press, obligate, exhort or necessitate acceptance,
shove down one’s throat
He tried to push through the bill; he couldn’t.
to force one to swallow
to force down one's throat, force, demand, insist upon
or pressure
No matter what you do, you can not force me to swallow
your view on the former president.
to put the screws on
to force, pressure, coerce, apply pressure to, impel
Although he put the screws on, he was not able to get
her to talk.
to put the screws to
to apply pressure to, coerce, railroad, pressure, urge, impel
He put the screws to the prisoners.
to ramrod
to impel, put the screws to or on, twist one’s arm, pressure,
apply pressure to, railroad, lean on
He tried to ramrod his way into the system.
to lean on
to twist one’s arm, pressure, apply pressure to, railroad,
impel, put the screws to or on
He sent his representatives to lean on the merchants.
to leave no option
to constrain, apply pressure, coerce, force one to swallow, ram
down one’s throat
I was obligated to do it. He left me no option.
to be squeezed
to be constrained, coerced, forced to swallow, impelled,
railroaded
I was being squeezed by both sides.

to fix
to rig, fiddle, play or twiddle with, manipulate, trump up,
engineer, maneuver
He fixes the games so that he wins ninety-percent of the time.
to fiddle with
to manipulate, trump up, engineer, fix, rig, fiddle, play or
twiddle with, maneuver
You have no right to fiddle with these numbers. Are you
trying to cook the books.
to twiddle with
to rig, manipulate, trump up, engineer, maneuver, fiddle or
play with, fix
Stop twiddling with this. What are you trying to do?
to tamper with
to rig, manipulate, trump up, engineer, maneuver, twiddle, fiddle or
play with, fix
It is against the law to tamper with the ingredients of
medicine.
to have oceans to swim
to still have goals or objectives to accomplish, have
mountains to climb
I have lived a good life; therefore, I no longer have
oceans to swim.
to have mountains to climb
to have oceans to swim, still have goals or objectives
to accomplish
I know that I am old but I still have mountains
to climb.
to stack the game
to rig the game, manipulate, trump up, engineer,
maneuver, fix
You know that they have stacked the game against us.

to finagle
to doctor, rig, manipulate, trump up, engineer, maneuver,
fix, wheel and deal, wangle
You can not finagle everything to get the results that
you want.
to wheel and deal
to finagle, doctor, rig, manipulate, trump up, engineer,
maneuver, fix, wangle
He wheels and deals his way through life.
to be a wheeler and dealer
to wheel and deal, finagle, doctor, rig, manipulate, trump
up, engineer, maneuver, wangle
He is a wheeler and dealer who tries to manipulate everything
so that he gets what he wants.
to jockey
to angle, wheel and deal, manipulate, work to get the
upper hand
He jockeys every situation so that he is never challenged
or questioned.
to get a lump in one's throat
to be moved or touched almost to the point of tears
Every time I think about saying goodbye, I get a lump
in my throat.
to grab someone by the throat
to choke, put one's hands around someone's throat, strangle
He grabbed me by the throat and began squeezing.
to grab by the throat
to take, obtain, garner, snare, bag or gain control of
He was determined to grab the situation by the throat and,
for once and for all, solve it.
to net

to capture, secure, take, obtain, garner, snare, bag or gain
control of
He had snagged the criminal before he could get away.
to have a dry throat
to be thirsty, need or want something to drink
After so much walking, I know that you must have a dry throat. I made
some lemonade.
to have a frog in one's throat
to have a sore throat, have a dry or raw throat
May I have a glass of water; I have a frog in my throat.
to be hoarse
to have a sore throat, have a dry or raw throat
I am a little hoarse because I have a cold.
to have a lump in one's throat
to be moved or touched almost to the point of tears
I can’t talk right now, I have a lump to my throat.
to have a raw throat
to be hoarse, have a sore or tender throat
Because of this cold, I have a raw throat.
to have a sore throat
to have a frog in one’s throat, have a dry or raw
throat
Although I don't have a cold, I have a sore throat.
(to have) one's throat dry
to be thirsty, need to drink water
My throat is a little dry. Could I have a glass of
water, please?
(to have) the words that stuck in one's throat
to be unable to verbally express what one is really feeling as
a result of being upset or flustered

She wanted to say what was in her heart but the words
stuck in her throat.
to call on the rug
to berate, reprimand, chastise, discipline
The CEO called his mid-management on the rug.
to give one a piece of one’s mind
to rebuke, castigate, reproach, rebuke
I was so angry that I gave him a piece of my mind.
to be haul over the coal
to be castigated, admonished, scolded or chided
Frankly, I’m tired of always being hauled over the coal.
to haul one over the coal
to castigate, admonish, scold, chide
I will not allow you to haul me over the coal.
to rake one over the coal
to admonish, rebuke, castigate, chide
Please, don’t rake me over the coal for this. It was
not my fault.
to be raked over the coals
to be admonished, rebuked, castigated or chided
I am tired of you always being raked over the coal for
each and every thing.
to blast
to haul over the coals, reprimand, castigate, scold, take
to task
He blasted me for my behavior last night.
to give one the rough edge of one's tongue
to castigate, fuss out, scold, call to account, take to task,
give a tongue-lash, bawl out

Last night, my father gave me the rough edge of
his tongue.
to give one a tongue-lash
to admonish, castigate, rebuke, fuss out, scold, take
to task
I am not prepare for you to give me a tongue-lash.
to take to task
to give one the business, call to account, chide, chastise,
admonish
You must take your employees to task.
to come down hard on
to greatly criticize, reprove, rebuke, rail at, chide
I had to come down hard on her or she would do the
same thing again.
to rail at
to rebuke, fuss out, scold, take to task, give one the business
I will not allow you to keep railing at me everyday.
to get on one’s back
to discipline, scold, give one a tongue-lash, let one know where
to get off
She is always getting on my back about not getting a job.
to tell one where to get off
to lay into, give what-for, chide, lambaste, tell off
I could not take it anymore; I told her where to
get off.
to dress down
to lay into, give someone the business, tell off, stick to,
chew out, come down hard on
I was upset because I had to dress down my most trusted
employee.
to read the riot act to

to chide, jump allover, skin alive, bawl out, tell one
where to get off, haul over the coals
I was so angry and frustrated that I read the riot act
to my students.
to slam
to lambaste, chide, jump down one’s throat, give a tongue-lash,
bawl out, take to task
He slammed me good because he was in a bad mood.
to lie in one's throat
to lie, deceive, not say the truth, mislead
She is always lying in her throat. Don't listen to her!
to tell a white lie
to tell a falsehood, tell a lie, hide or disguise the truth
It wasn’t a real lie; it was a white lie.
to twist the truth
to varnish the truth, mince or stretch the truth, lie,
euphemize, deviate from or exaggerate the truth
Don’t fool yourself. When you twist the truth, you lie.
to varnish the truth
to twist the truth, euphemize, deviate from or exaggerate
the truth, mince or stretch the truth, lie
That is not exactly what happen. He varnished the truth.
to talk with crossed fingers
to misspeak, lie, lie in one's throat, evade the truth,
be untruthful
He thinks that if he talks with crossed fingers that he
is not lying.
to mince the truth
to twist or varnish the truth, euphemize, deviate from
or exaggerate the truth, stretch the truth, lie
He did not exactly go to school today; he mince

the truth.
to lie like a trooper
to lie, fabricate, lie like a rug, lie shamelessly or
without any embarrassment
She can not be believed at all. She lies like a trooper.
to lie like a rug
to lie through one’s teeth, be untruthful, lie shamelessly
or without any embarrassment
I know that he is not telling the truth; he lies like a rug.
to be made out of whole cloth
to not tell the truth, lie like a trooper, lie, fabricate, be
untruthful
None of this is true. It’s all made up, made out of whole
cloth.
to make up (a lie)
to lie, prevaricate, misspeak, lie, not tell the truth
He makes up lies all the time.
to lead down the garden path
to lie to, deceive, pull the wool over one’s eyes
It’s my own fault. I allow him to lead me down the
garden path. I wanted to believe him.
to doctor the truth
to euphemize, lie, be untruthful, slant or gloss over the truth
I guess he did lie; he doctored the truth.
to dress up
to embellish, doctor, puff up or twist the truth
When are you going to tell me the truth and stop dressing
up the truth.
to slant the truth
to puff up, color, dress up or doctor the truth

You’re lying because you’re slanting the truth.
to puff up the truth
to embellish, doctor, color or exaggerate the truth
Stop puffing up the truth. Just tell me what happened.
to paint a rosy picture
to white wash, explain away, soft-pedal the truth
He is always painting a rosy picture of his problems.
to be a third wheel
to be an interloper, be unnecessary and unwanted
I don’t want to go; I will only be a third wheel.
to be God’s music
to be non-secular, gospel or church music
This is God’s music and it sounds good.
to be the devil’s music
to be secular music, rock-n-roll or popular music
This is the devil’s music. I don’t why to want to sing it.
to moisten one's throat
to drink, imbibe, take a drop, wet one’s whistle, raise the elbow
I need to moisten my throat. A little tequila would be nice.
to moisten one’s whistle
bend the elbow, moisten one's throat, drink, imbibe
Can we stop? I would like to moisten my whistle.
to take a drop
to moisten one’s whistle, bend the elbow, moisten one's
throat, drink, imbibe
I will take a drop. Thank you.
to not take another drop
to stop drinking or imbibing, never consume alcohol again
I will not take another drop.

to get plastered
to get drunk, drink hard, drink a lot
Every Friday, I get plastered.
to knock a few back
to drink, imbibe, drink alcohol, wet one’s whistle
Let’s go out and knock one back. I need a drink.
to tie one on
to get plastered, get drunk, drink hard, drink a lot
I’m somewhat depressed. I would like to tie one on.
to dip the beak
to knock one back, drink, imbibe, drink alcohol, wet
or moisten one’s throat
I could dip the beak.
to drink hard
to knock a few back, take a drop or two, get drunk or
plastered
She drinks hard.
to ram something down one's throat
to force, demand, insist upon, pressure
You can not ram this down the other delegates' throat.
to shove something down one's throat
to impel, obligate, force, demand
I will not allow you to shove this bill down the throat
of the country.
to slit one's own throat
to get revenge by hurting oneself, destroy one’s own interest
He slit his own throat. How stupid!!
to slit someone's throat
to kill, murder, cut someone’s throat, slay

He won’t be bothering us anymore. I cut slit throat.
to slash one's own throat
to destroy oneself, self-destruct, hurt or wound oneself
out of anger
He slashed his own throat. How stupid!!
to slash someone's throat
to assassinate, slay, jugulate kill, murder
He won’t be bothering us anymore. I slash his throat.
to stick in one's throat
to be difficult or impossible to express
He couldn't say that he loved her. It got stuck in her throat.
(to have) the words get stuck in one's throat
to stick in one's throat, be difficult or impossible
to express
Every time I wanted to tell him, the words would get
stuck in my throat.
to chafe
to irk, aggravate, irritate, anger, provoke
I was so chafed at what he said that I couldn’t talk.
to exacerbate
to exasperate, scandalize, vex, acerbate
Sometimes, he exacerbates me to the point of screaming.
to grate
to inflame, anger, exacerbate, provoke, pique
I have net met anyone who grates me like he does.
to grate one’s nerve
to grate on one’s nerve, rile, anger, irritate
Please don’t invite them; he and his wife grate my nerve.

to grate on one’s nerve
to rankle, inflame, grate on one’s nerve, provoke, anger
He grates on my nerve; therefore, to be with him is not easy.
to set one’s teeth on edge
to grate, grate on one’s nerve, anger, rankle, rile
Every time I see him, he sets my teeth on edge.
to get on one’s nerves
to gall, grate on one’s nerve, anger, rankle, rile
Please shut up; you are getting on my nerve.
to rub one the wrong way
to peeve, grate, grate the wrong way, get on one’s
nerve
Listening to this news rubs me the wrong way.
to be peeved
to be rubbed one the wrong way, angered, provoked
or riled
I am so peeved.
to rankle
to anger, exasperate, get one’s goat, chafe, provoke
I have never been so rankled as I am now.
to be rankled
to be angered, chafed, provoked, galled
I am rankled; therefore, I should leave.
to peeve
to get under one’s skin, rankle, get one’s goat, rile,
anger
I can’t talk right now; he peeves me beyond the point
of control.
to put one’s nose out of joint
to peeve, anger, get on one’s last nerve, provoke

His behavior put my nose out of joint.
to stick in one’s crop
to get one’s blood boiling, stick in one’s craw,
peeve, rankle, rile
What he says sticks in my crop.
to take one by the throat
to put one's hand around one's throat to harm, strangle,
choke
He took the woman by the throat and squeezed.
to take something by the throat
to take, obtain or gain control of something
It's time to take this situation by the throat and solve it!
to thrust something down one's throat
to impel, force, obligate, demand, insist upon
He is constantly thrusting his decisions down my throat.
to drive forward
to push through, impel, force through, force
He knows what he wants; therefore, he drives forward
despite the obstacles.
to have a throaty
to have a rough sounding when one sings or speaks
She has a throaty voice love her throaty voice.
to neck
1.
to kiss passionately, to make out, smooch
They are always necking.
to be petting
to be necking, fondling, kissing, caressing
They are always petting; it’s sickening!
to be making out
to be petting, making love, spooning, heavy petting,

Can’t you two leave each other alone. Stop making out!
to be smooching
to be petting, necking, fondling, kissing, caressing
Look at them; they are always somewhere smooching.
to have a plunging neckline
to have opening of clothing which is pulled over the neck
especially low to expose a great deal of the breast
Because she sees her breast as her only asset, almost all
her blouses and dresses have a plunging neckline.
to be a bully
to be a delinquent, ruffian, rowdy or hooligan
He is a bully who is always looking for a fight.
to be a rubber neck
to be a spectator, observer, gaper, gazer or gawker
Turn around and stop staring. Don’t be such a rubberneck.
to be a bystander
eyewitness, spectator, observer, onlooker
I was only a bystander because I happened to be there.
to be a gaper
to be a looker-on, on-looker, looker, rubber-neck, gawker
It is very rude to be a gawker.
to be a looker-on
to be a gaper, gazer, rubber-neck, on-looker
Come on. Stop being a looker-on.
to be a passer-by
to be a witness, eyewitness, looker on
I can’t tell you anything; I was only a passer-by.
to be gazer
to be googler, gaper, looker-on, looker, rubber-neck, gawker

He loves to mind other people’s business; he is a gazer.
to be an ogler
to be gazer, gogler, gaper, looker-on, looker, rubber-neck,
gawker
He loves watching other people’s action; he is an ogler.
to be a looker
1.
to be googler, gaper, looker-on, looker, rubber-neck,
gawker
Stop being a looker. Mind your own business!
2.

to be good-looking, pretty or beautiful, be a knock
out, doll or a dish
Congratulation! She is a looker.

to be a dish (slang)
to be a looker, knock out or doll, be good-looking or pretty
She is a real dish. Where did you find her?
to be a doll (slang)
to be a dish, looker or knock out, be beautiful or pretty
I must admit that she is a doll. You’ve lucked out.
to be burning with curiosity
to be curious or overcurious
I am always amazed how much she is always
burning curiosity.
to be with bated breath
to be agog, agape, on the edge of one’s seat, or in eager
anticipation or expectation
When I was an innocent kid, I would always be with
bated breath.
to be a dead weight
to be a burden, duty, unwanted responsibility or hardship
Some people think that a child is a dead weight.

to be a cross
to be an impediment, liability, load or millstone
Many woman believe that marriage is a cross.
to be a cross to bear
to be a duty, cross, encumbrance, impediment, liability,
load or millstone
She thinks that she is a cross to bear.
to be a millstone
to be a dead weight, cross to bear, duty, cross, encumbrance,
impediment, liability, load
I am sorry that you are a millstone. I need my independence.
to be a stumbling block
to be an encumbrance, onus, albatross, impediment, liability,
cross or millstone
I have never seen you or my family as a problem. They are
not a stumbling block.
to be a hindrance
to be an impediment, liability, cross stumbling block,
encumbrance, onus, albatross or millstone
She is more a hindrance than a help.
to go at break neck speed
to move very quickly, fast or swiftly
He is going at break neck speed.
to go like the wind
to go at break neck speed, move very quickly, fast or swiftly
When she is exercising, she goes like the wind.
to be there in no time at all
to be there in nothing flat, be at a place quickly, in a flash
or pronto
Don’t worry. I will be there in no time at all.

to be there in nothing flat
to be there in no time at all, be at a place quickly, in a flash
or pronto, be there in no time flat
I will be there in nothing flat so wait for me outside.
to go at full speed
to go at breakneck speed, go quickly, speed
Even on the freeway can you go at full speed.
to be there in a wink of an eye
to be there in nothing flat or in no time, be at a place
quickly, in a flash or pronto
Don’t you worry; I’ll be there in a wink of an eye.
to arrive in two shakes of a lamb tail
to be there in no time flat or in a wink of an eye, arrive
quickly or in a flash
Of course he has no complaints; I arrived in two shakes
of a lamb tail.
to whip along
to go at breakneck speed, at full tilt or at full throttle,
go quickly, speed
I used to like to whip along in my Volkswagen.
(to be) headlong
to be like a bat out of hell, foolhardy, unthinking, reckless or brash
She always goes headlong in a situation.
(to be) like a bat out of hell
to be headlong, rash, foolhardy, unthinking, reckless or brash
You can not always act like a bat out of hell in every situation.
to go full throttle
to go full speed, go at break-neck speed or full-tilt, race like
a bat out of hell
You can not go full throttle on side streets.

to be sky high
to be extremely or very expensive, cost quite a bit
of money
The prices in this restaurant are sky high.
to be breathing down each other’s neck
to be cramped, tight, side by side or crowded
We were so packed that we were breathing down
each other’s neck.
to be squeezed in
to be cramped, crammed, close or pressed together
We were so crammed that I couldn’t even breathed.
to be packed like sardines
to be squeezed in, jammed to the rafters, crammed
or crowded
This elevator can’t take not one more person. We
are packed like sardines.
to be cheek by jowl
to be packed like sardines, squeezed in, jammed to the
rafters, crammed or crowded
I have to get out of here. I can’t stand being cheek
by jowl.
to be jammed to the rafters
to be cramped, crammed, compressed, close or pressed
together, squeezed in
I hate being in here; we are jammed to the rafters.
to be packed in
to be in close intimacy, crowded, squeezed in, or compressed
Please tell me why we are packed in here.
to be filled to the brim
to be cheek by jowl, jammed or shoved in, crowded, squeezed
in, pressed together

I’m leaving; we are filled to the brim.
to be as close as pages in a book
to be crowded, shoved, packed or squeezed in, cheek by jowl,
pressed together
In this party we are as close as pages in a book.
to be shoved in
to be crammed, packed like sardines, filled to the brim or close
We were shoved in that room like sardines in a can.
to win by a neck
to only, barely, scarcely, only just or narrowly win
The horse won but only by a neck.
to win by a hair’s breath
to just, by a narrow margin or scarcely win
The candidate won by a hair’s breath.
to beat by a little
to win or beat by a hair’s breath, by a nose or by an inch
He beat his opponent only by a little.
to grab by the nape of the neck
to threaten with bodily harm by grabbing the back of
one's neck
He grabbed him by the nape of the neck and threw him
out of the bar.
to be neck and neck
to be almost by the side of, even, equal or next to
The two horses are neck and neck. Who knows who's
going to win.
to run stem to stem
to be neck and neck, side by side, nose to nose, cheek by jowl
We ran stem to stem so I can’t tell you who won.

to come in on the neck of
to arrive or come in immediately following, after, afterwards
or afterward
I came in on the neck of the announcement.
to be a nuisance
to be pain in the neck, pest, thorn in the flesh or tiresome
Stop being a nuisance. Please sit down and behave.
to tax one’s patience
to annoy, aggravate, try one’s patience, drive up the wall
She has always been a child who taxes my patience.
to try one’s patience
to drive crazy, rankle, aggravate, tax one’s patience, get on
one’s nerves
I wish that he would leave; he tries my patience.
(to be) a redneck (informal/offensive/racial slur)
to be an uneducated, rural, extremely conservative white person
To call someone a redneck is to insult him.
to be a flat tire
to be a pain, nuisance, drip or headache
He nice but he is such a flat tire.
to be a downer
to be a pain in the butt, retread, bother or annoyance
He is a downer who gets on my nerve.
to be a thorn
to be a bother, headache, or pain, be tiresome, get on one’s nerve
The truth is that you are a thorn.
to be a deadhead
to be a burden, bane, thorn, pain or pain in the neck
He is a deadhead.

to be a bane
to be a burden, bother, annoyance, problem, tiresome person,
weight, bore, pain
Although I don’t have any money, my children are not a bane.
to be loaded
to be rich, fat or wealthy, have a lot of money
Without any doubt, he can take care of you. He is loaded.
to be a zombie
to be dead from the neck up, be one of the
walking dead
There are people who really believe that he is a zombie.
to be one of the walking dead
to be a zombie, be dead from the neck up
They are say that he is one of the walking dead.
to be dead from the neck up
to be impenetrable, unfeeling, listless or stoic
I know how she stands all the brutality; she is dead
from the neck up.
to be icy
to be insensitive, unmovable, callous, cold
She is so icy that I doubt that she has any feelings.
to let the good times roll (slang)
to enjoy oneself, have a good times, let one’s hair down
It is about time that you let the good times roll.
to be dense
to not be the most intelligent person, be foolish, slow, not
too intelligent
The way that she acts, everyone is going to think that she
is dense.

to be down to one’s last pair of shoes
to be very poor, not have two pennies to rub together, down to
one’s last penny, be broke
I can not lend you anything. I am down to one’s last pair
of shoes.
to not have two pennies to rub together
to be down to one’s last pair of shoes, be very poor, down to
one’s last penny, be flat broke
When I was young, I was so poor that I did not have two
pennies to rub together.
to not have much upstairs
to be dense, stupid, dumb, dull-witted, for the birds or soft
in the head
She’s very nice but the reality is that she does not have
much upstairs.
to be up to one's neck in
to be overcome, overwhelmed, engulfed or inundated
He is up to his neck in hot water.
to be deluged by
to be immersed, entangled, enmeshed or overcome
I can go to the dance with you. I am deluged by work.
to be steeped in
to be immersed, overwhelmed or inundated, swallowed up by
I now feel that I am steeped in so many problems.
to go over the wall
to, leaving a very controlled or repress situation, one become
hedonistic, or pleasure seeker, go wild, whole hog or nuts
Once he left the monastery, he went over the wall.
to go whole hog
to be go wild, nuts or whole hog, be hedonistic, remove all
restrictions, go to excess
Once I had the opportunity, I went whole hog.

to put one at ease
to help one to be comfortable or relax
He always knew how to put anyone at ease.
to catch one up short
to surprise, amaze, astound or fluster
I did not expect what he said. He caught me up short.
to distant oneself
to dehumanize, alienate or marginalize
to kill someone one must distant oneself from one’s enemy.
to have the benefit of hindsight
to understand a situation very well only once it has happened
Yes, I was wrong but, of course, I have the benefit of hindsight.
to have twenty-twenty hindsight
to have the benefit of hindsight, understand a situation very well
only once it has happened
You should solve the problem at the time rather than rely on
having twenty-twenty hindsight.
to be a sea change
to be a total and complete change, revolution, opposite of
incremental change
A change of administration is not necessarily a sea change.
be under an avalanche of
to be submerged or drowning in, up to one’s ears, eyes or
eyeballs in orbowled over by
I can’t go with you all tonight. I am under an avalanche
of work.
be under a mountain of
to be under an avalanche of, drowning in, buried or snowed under,
up to one’s ears in, bowled or blitzed over by
I feel like screaming. I can’t stand being under a mountain

of work anymore.
to be neck or nothing
to be all or nothing, put everything on the line, gamble or
risk everything
I have decided that it is neck or nothing. I have nothing
else to lose.
to be all of nothing
to neck or nothing, put everything on the line, gamble or
risk everything
It’s that I’m tired of having nothing so it is all or nothing.
to be up to one's neck in debt
to be drowning in bills, overwhelmed with money
problems, or overcome by debt
I am up to my neck in debt; I can't afford to buy
anything now.
to be a big question mark
to be unresolved, unsettled, unsure or inconclusive
What is going to happen to our relationship is a big
question mark.
to be open to debate
to be unresolved, disputable, debatable, questionable
or open to question
Where we want to live is open to debate.
to be open to question
to be contestable, questionable, up in the air or
unresolved
What she will or will not accept is still open to
question.
to be a moneybag
to have a lot of money, be rich, wealthy or loaded
She can afford it; she is a moneybag.
to be moneyed

to be a moneybag, have a lot of money, be rich, wealthy
or loaded
He is moneyed; therefore, he can easily afford this.
to be stinking rich (slang)
to be loaded, moneyed, well-off or wealthy, have lots
of bucks or money
He is so stinking rich that losing a couple of million
dollars is no problem.
to have lots of bucks
to be well-off, rich, wealthy or moneyed, be a moneybag
Yes, he is very cheap although he has lots of bucks.
to be made of money
to have lots of bucks, be a moneybag, be wealthy or
well-to-do, well-off
I hope that you understand that I am not made of money.
to be well-off
to be moneyed, have lots of money, not be poor, be
wealthy or rich
I have never been well-off.
to be well-to-do
to be rich, wealthy or moneyed, have lots of money or
bucks, be a moneybag
You have misunderstood. My family is well-to-do but
I am not.
to be filthy rich
to have lots of money, be stinking rich, wealthy, loaded,
well-off, rolling in dough
He can gamble every week because he is filthy rich.
to be rolling in dough
to be filthy or stinking rich, be well-off, moneyed, wealthy
or loaded
My father may be rolling in dough; however, I have

to work for a living.
to have to work for a living
to not be well-off or well-to-do, not have a lot of money,
have to earn one’s own bread and butter
I can not go out and spend hundreds of dollars because
I have to work for a living.
to earn one’s bread and butter
to work for a living, work for one’s money, earn
one’s money
My parents are not rich. I have to earn my bread
and butter.
to be rolling in money
to be well-to-do, well-off, rich or stinking rich, rolling
in chips or dough
Although she is rolling in money, I still don’t want to
marry her.
to be disgustingly rich
to be filthy or stinking rich, rolling in dough, have
lots of money, be wealthy
As a result of selling his company, he is distinguishingly rich.
to be never-ending
to be perpetual, limitless, endless, interminable
This war seems to be never-ending.
to be a newborn
to be a recently born baby, infant or just born baby
He is a newborn.
(to be) not at any time
(to be never, not in this life time, when hell freezes over or
under no circumstances
Not at any time will I be willing to accept you.
(to be) when hell freezes over

(to be) never, not in this life time or not in a million years
I will come back when hell freezes over.
(to be) on a cold day in hell
(to be) when hell freezes over, never, under no condition or
not in a million years
You and I will marry on a cold day in hell.
(to be) not ever
(to be) at no time, not in this lifetime or absolutely not
The answer to your question is not ever!
(to be) not on your life
(to be) not ever, at no time, absolutely not or not in
this lifetime
Not on your life will I ever trust you again.
(to be) in bumper sticker terms
to be an explanation which can not be answered
with a simple yes or no, be complicated with
lots of nuances, not be a sound bite
This can not be answered in bumper sticker terms. I
need time to answer.
to have a bad feeling
to be an omen, have a funny feeling, sneaking suspicion
or bad vibes
Ever since I arrived, I have had a bad feeling.
to have a sneaking suspicion
to have a funny or bad feeling, have bad vibes, feel
that something is not quite right
I can’t tell you why but I have a sneaking suspicion
that she’s lying.
to be my way or the highway
to not accept any dissension, disagreement, noncompliance
or dissent, take it or leave it

I don’t care if you like it or not; it is my way or the highway.
to take it or leave it
to be my way or the highway, not accept any dissension,
disagreement, noncompliance or dissent
You have two choices. Take it or leave it.
to put the brakes on
to stop, not allow to go any farther or continue
I demand that you put the brakes on this situation. It
is immoral.
to follow one’s bliss
to do or work in what one loves (and not worry about the money)
It is very scary to follow your bliss if you do not believe that
in the end everything will turn out fine.
to lie down and die
to give up, pack it in, give up the ship, surrender,
throw in the towel
I know that you want to lie down and die but you can’t.
What will happen to your children?
to O.D.
to overdose, to take too much drug to the point of
dying or becoming almost fatally ill
He O.D.’d last night.
to cry quits
to give up, throw in the towel, surrender, quit, never
say uncle
I will never cry quits so do whatever you have
to do.
to call it quits
to stop working, call it a day, shut up shop, knock off
I’m calling it quits; I’ll be back today.
to pull over

to stop or pull up a vehicle (usually done in an official
capacity)
The police pulled over the driver because he ran the red light.
to pull over
to stop or pull up a vehicle (usually done in an official
capacity)
to run a red light
to go through a light when it was not one’s turn, continue
driving and not stop when one is supposed to stop
The police gave me a ticket because I ran a red light.
to come to an end
to bring to an end, conclude, terminate, wrap or wind up
Don’t worry but one day this will all come to an end.
to wind up
to stop, wrap up, finish, complete
Please wind up your comments; there are other callers on
the line.
to wrap up
to wind up, stop, wrap up, finish, complete
Before leaving I have to wrap up everything.
to stumble onto
to find or discover accidentally
The scientist stumbled onto the cure while researching
something else.
to stumble upon
to find or discover accidentally, stumble onto
The scientist stumbled upon the cure while researching
something else.
to stop by
to visit, drop by or over, pay a visit to, call on

Why don’t you stop by tomorrow after work.
to drop by
to visit, stop by or over, pay a visit to, call on
I can drop by tonight if you’re not too busy.
to stop over
to drop by, visit, stop by, drop over, pay a visit to, call on
If you like, I can stop over for about an hour.
to be run-away inflation
to have a situation in which inflation is out of control
The feds are going to increase the interest rate because
of their fear of run-away inflation.
to hide behind
to conceal oneself behind, use as an excuse
You need to stop hiding behind your family and friends.
to go into hiding
to conceal or seclude oneself, lie hidden, hide away
I have to go into hiding because I am not going to
jail again.
to cover one’s track
to seclude or conceal oneself, keep hidden where one is,
cover up
So that they do not know where I am, I am constantly
covering my track.
keep out of sight
to remain hidden or conceal, not allow oneself to
be seen
Until the situation calms down, you need to
keep out of sight.
to melt into the shadows
to conceal oneself, keep in the dark or in the shadows,
stay in the background

Once you get into the room, your first task is to
melt into the shadows.
to keep it all in
to keep or maintain secret, not say or reveal anything
While she keeps it all in that she is only going to continue
getting sick.
to keep quiet about
to not talk about, not say anything about, remain
mum, keep one’s mouth closed
I am telling you directly that you are to keep quiet
about what happened here.
to lurk around
to move with stealth, steal, sneak, creep
I don’t trust him; he is always lurking around.
to steal around
to lurk, creep, move with stealth, slink
At night, he steals around in the house like a thief.
to lie in wait
to hide waiting, lurk, conceal oneself waiting, lie-low
I am afraid that he is lying in wait for me somewhere on
the property.
to be at the bottom-wrung
to be at the very bottom, at ground-level, have no further down
to go
When I started at this company, I was at the bottom-wrung.
to cover
1.
to blanker, coat, layer, overlay
He covered the wood with waterproof.
2.

to defend, protect, safeguard, watch
I am the one who covered this. You should have
done it.

3.

to substitute, replace, stand in for
Don’t worry; I can cover your shift for tonight.

4.

to shade, mask, hide, veil, curtain
So that no one could see what was happening, they
completely covered the stage.

5.

to slobber, spread, slather, smear or pile on
She loved to cover the bread with butter.

6.

to glaze, varnish, veneer, enamel
He covered the furniture with lacquer.

7.

to cross, wander, travel, track or go over
When I went to Asia, I covered quite a number a miles.

to break cover
to make oneself visible or apparent, emerge, step forward,
come out, make oneself known
If go on television, you will break cover.
to come out of the closet
1.
to break cover, make oneself known, make oneself
visible or known
You need to come out of the closet and stop hiding.
2.

to declare one’s sexual orientation, announce that one is gay
You need to come out of the closet.

to run for cover
to look for or seek shelter, take cover, look for a safe place
When the bombing started, I ran for cover.
to take cover
to look for or seek shelter, look for a safe place, burrow
in, run for the hills, get out of sight
If you don’t want to be killed, you must take cover.
to burrow in
to look for or seek shelter, look for a safe place, hide
oneself away

During this period of conflict, I feel like I should
burrow in.
to run for the hills
to run for cover, seek out a safe place, make oneself scarce
As soon as he heard that he was wanted by the police, he
ran for the hills.
to hide out
to run for the hills, lie low, take cover, stay or get out of sight
You can not hide out forever.
to coat
to cover, veneer, enamel, finish, paint
He coated the furniture with too much lacquer.
to finish
to coat, cover, veneer, enamel, paint, lacquer
You still have to finish the chair.
to take stock of
to cover, review, take into consideration, view
If you do not take stock of everything, you will
never understand.
to slobber on
to put, smear, pile or cover on
She slobbered on tons of peanut butter on her bread.
to smear on
to slobber, cover or pile on, go heavy with
You should not smear on so much butter.
to square up
to pay in full, settle or pay up, cover, pay in full
Before leaving, I have to square up.
to pay up

to square or settle up, pay in full, cover, settle
You are not going anywhere until you pay up.
to satisfy
to made good, meet one’s obligation, make restitution for
You must satisfy the family or they will take revenge.
to make good
to make up for, make restitution for, meet one’s obligation,
satisfy
It is not my responsibility to make good his bets.
to make up for
to meet one’s obligation, make good, satisfy, atone for
Since he was your father, you have to make up for what
he had done here.
to honor
to discharge, liquidate, satisfy, pay
I will honor his debts. How much does he owe?
to clear the board
to honor, liquidate, satisfy, discharge, pay old debts
I can not move on until I clear the board and pay
everything that I owe.
to wipe the board clean
to clear the board, liquidate, pay old debts, pay back
At last, I have wiped the board clean. I owe no one.
to ante up
to pay, pay one’s dues, clear the board, wipe the board clean
Before going one more step, you have to ante up.
to wipe the slate clean
to wipe the slate clean, clear the board, liquidate, pay old
debts, pay back

I want to wipe the slate clean and start over again.
to assume the position
to prepare to do battle, be at ready, confront, be ready to fight
The moment is now. Assume the position!
to square things
to pay old debts, settle accounts, settle, square, square
accounts
You need to square things now.
to settle accounts
to settle, square, square accounts, get square with
Before leaving, it is my responsible to settle accounts.
to square accounts
to get square with, square, settle, settle accounts
We need to square accounts so that we can see exactly
who is responsible for what.
to get square with
to square account with, settle accounts, square
We need to square with each other.
to go heavy with
to smear, slobber, pile or cover on, be generous with
You should not go so heavy with the butter and jelly.
to be generous with
to go heavy with, smear, slobber, pile or cover on
She loves to be generous with the caviar.
[to be] the fog of war
to be the chaos, confusion, upheaval or clamor of war
During the fog of war who knows who does what.
to double for
to take responsibility for, relieve, take over

I can’t double for you anymore.
to take one’s turn
to cover, substitute for, pinch hit for
Since he has a broken hit. I can take his turn at bat.
to stonewall
to cover up, keep one’s mouth shut or closed, not talk
I can wait you out. You will get tired of stonewalling.
to lay down a smokescreen
to hide, obscure, cover up
Don’t believe her; she’s only laying down a smokescreen.
to beat neck and crop
to squelch, beat, squash or defeat without much difficulty
The army beat the peasants neck and crop.
to make short of
to squash, vanquish, subvert overwhelm, rout or crush without
much difficulty
He made short of his enemies in no time flat.
to break the back of
to put an end to, squash, quell, crush
It has not been easy to break the back of the resistant fighters.
to put an end to
to suppress, squelch, beat, squash or defeat
The soldiers found out that it was not easy to put an
end to the resistance.
to mop up the floor with
to beat, defeat, get the best of, make short of, whip
He mopped up the floor with his enemy.
to stamp out

to destroy, defeat, break the back of, put an end to
You will not be able to stamp out the resistance. You
must negotiate.
to be stamped out
to be destroyed, defeated, creamed, squelched or squashed
The revolution was not stamped out. They had to negotiate.
to cream
to whip, beat the pants off, squelch, squash, wipe up
the floor with, make short of
Admit it. The resistant fighters and insurgents creamed the
army.
to be creamed
to be whipped, squelched, defeated, squashed or trashed
They were creamed!
to break the neck of
to suppress, squelch, beat, squash or defeat someone easily
The army was able to beat the neck of the peasant revolt.
to trash
to quash, vanquish, subvert overwhelm, defeat, suppress
The army quickly trashed the rag-tag revolt.
to set one down as
to deem, judge, regard, surmise
He set him down as a dangerous person.
to be set down as
to be deemed, judged, regarded or surmised
He was set down that he was a very dangerous person.
to be trashed
to be quashed, vanquished, subverted overwhelmed, defeated or
suppressed

The army was trashed after only a week of fighting.
to break one’s neck
to do whatever necessary to be useful, of use or helpful
I broke my neck to help her but it did no good.
to do whatever necessary to pull off something
to do everything possible or make every effort to make
something happen, bend over backwards
She did whatever necessary to pull it off the robbery.
to be a pitch-battle
to be a fierce, bloody or horrible struggle or fight
There was a pitch-battle and, unfortunately, I lost. That’s
why I am no longer there.
to chime in
to participate, include one’s opinion, say something
I had thought that I had the right to chime in; I was wrong.
to have a hog (slang)
to have a Cadillac or other type of luxurious car
Now that I have money, I have a hog.
to play hard-ball
to
to scrape by
to barely or hardly make it, almost not make it
Because I made less than a thousand dollars a month, I
only scraped by.
to go on to greener pastures
1.
to move on, leave one’s position or job, resign
By the way that I was being treated, I knew that it
was time that I go on to greener pastures.
2.

to die, expire, no longer be living
He has gone on to greener pastures.

to cane

to hit upside the head, hit, whack, whale, tan
In some states it is against the law to cane one’s child.
to break someone’s neck
to kill, murder, assassinate, slay
He won’t be bothering us anymore. I broke his neck.
to cut down
to kill, murder, dispatch, put one’s out of one’s misery,
assassinate
The gunmen cut down the president.
to be cut down
to be killed, murdered, dispatched, put out of one’s misery or
assassinated
The president was cut down last night.
to finish off
to cut down, take for a ride, kill, murder, dispatch, get rid of,
assassinate
I finished him off last night. He won’t bother you anymore.
to be finished off
to be cut down, taken for a ride, killed, murdered, dispatched,
gotten rid of or assassinated
He was finished off last night.
to depend on whose ox is being gorged
to be depend on what side of the table one is on, be that one’s
position is relative
Very few things are absolute. Many times it all depends
on whose ox is being gorged.
to snuff out (slang)
to assassinate, slay, kill, cut down, waste, get rid of
I had to snuff him out. He did not know how to control
his mouth.

to be snuffed out (slang)
to be assassinated, killed, cut down, wasted or gotten rid of
The whole administration was snuffed out.
to eighty-six
to kill, cut, cut down, finish off, put out of one’s misery,
dispatch, assassinate
I’m going to have to eighty-six him.
to be eighty-sixed
to be killed, cut, cut down, finished off, put out of one’s misery,
dispatched or assassinated
There was no other choice; he had to be eighty-sixed.
to take for a ride
to snuff out, waste, kill, eighty-six, bump off, murder, get rid of
I was paid good money to take him for a ride.
to be taken for a ride
to be snuffed out, wasted, killed, eighty-sixed, bumped off,
murdered, gotten rid of
He was taken for a ride.
to sleep with the fishes
to be dead as a result of being murdered or knocked off
He can’t help you anymore. He is now sleeping with the fishes.
to put cement boots on and take for a swim
to kill, waste, bump off, take for a ride, get rid of, snuff out
I put cement boots on him and took him for a swim.
to breathe down one's neck
to closely supervise or watch
I can't make a move without him knowing. He's always
breathing down my neck.
to wield one’s power over
to breathe down one's neck, closely supervise,

govern, administrate, regulate
He loves to wield his power over everyone.
to harry
to harass, bother, not leave alone, not allow to
have peace
I have never had a boss like her. She is always
harrying everyone.
to be harried
to be harassed, bothered, not left alone or allowed
to have peace
I have never be so harried as I was by that child.
to hunt down
to track, pursue, trace, chase, hunt, follow
The police had hunted him down and caught him.
to be hunted down
to be tracked, pursued, traced, chased, hunted
or followed
He was hunted down and killed.
to gain ground
to progress, pick up, make headway, make progress
It was not easy but he has finally gained ground.
to make a comeback
to rally, bounce or spring back, recover
It took years but he has finally made a comeback.
to come back
to revert, retrace one’s step, return, double back, backtrack
He came back after five minutes.
to have a comeback
to have a retort, return, sassy reply

He never allows a comment go unanswered; he always has
a comeback.
to come across
to find, locate, unearth, run or stumble across, lay one’s
finger on
I found this totally by mistake. I came across it while
researching something else.
to stumble across
to come across, find, locate, unearth, run across, stub
one’s toe on
I stumbled across what had happened purely by mistake.
to stub one’s toe on
to stumble across, come or run across, find, locate, unearth,
run across, lay one’s finger on
I was looking for something else when I stub my toe on all
these facts.
to come between
to separate, alienate, make or stir up trouble
Once he came between my husband and me, our
marriage was doom.
to set at odds
to come between, stir up trouble, cause dissension
He loves to set people at odds. He needs to have
drama in his life.
to sow dissension
to set at odds, cause dissension, come between, make
trouble
Her mere presence sowed dissension in her family.
to stir up trouble
to sow dissension, come between, alienate, make trouble
It was not my intention to stir up trouble. I only wanted
an answer to my questions.

to start something
to stir up or make trouble, cause or sow dissension, set
at odds
Don’t come in here to start something. Please leave.
to come along
to be on the mend, get better, improve, be coming along
I am glad to say that because of the treatment, she is coming
along quite well.
to pull through
to recover, get better, improve, come along, be okay
I’m glad to say that although her injuries were serious,
she has pulled through.
to perk up
to be looking up, come along, be getting better, no longer
be sick or depressed, be on the mend
The minute that he walked into the room, she perked up.
to take a turn for the better
to perk up, be looking up, come along, be getting better, no
longer be sick or depressed, be on the mend
Don’t worry; she’ll be fine. She has taken a turn for the better.
to take a turn for the worse
to get worse, not be getting better, not be on the mend
You can’t see her right now; she has taken a turn for
the worse.
to pick up
to take a turn for the better, to perk up, be looking up, come
along, be getting better, no longer be sick or depressed
Since her husband has returned, she has picked up. I think
that she will get better.
to come around
to yield, soften, not bent on, bend, mellow

It seems that she has finally come around enough to at least
listen to his explanation.
to soften
1.
to mellow, yield, be less firm in one’s position, bend
Something has happened so that she has softened. Do you
know why?
2.

to mollify, smooth down, calm, soothe, appease
It is your responsibility to soften the situation so that
we can work.

to mollify
to moderate, soften, lessen, reduce, alleviate
Mollify your treatment now. A hard-hand does not always works.
to appease, placated, soothe, smooth
Tell me what I can do to mollify you and your family’s friends.
to smooth down
to pacify, soothe, calm, quiet down
I know that it won’t be easy but you have to do whatever
to smooth down the situation.
to soothe
1.
to mollify, mitigate, alleviate, lessen, reduce
You are going to have to soothe the situation if you
want to get anything done.
2.

to pacify, tranquilize, appease, calm
See what you can do to soothe the feelings of our guests.
I was a little rough in my comments.

to come round
to relent, yield, mellow, come around, soften, bend
Since she has come round, she’s ready to listen to you.
to ease up
to not be so hard or firm, let up, soften, relax
Unless you ease up, she will continue fighting you.
to let up

to not have such a heavy hand, not be so hard or firm, ease up,
soften, relax
You are going to let up on the population or you are going to
cause a rebellion.
to make a killing
to make lots of money, break the bank, strike it rich
I made a killing in the stock market.
to break the bank
to clean up, make a killing, make lots of money, strike
it rich
With this win, I’ve broken the bank.
to clean up
to break the bank, hit the jackpot, make a killing, make lots of
money, strike it rich
I did clean up in the stock market.
to hit the jackpot
to clean up, break the bank, make a killing, make lots of money,
strike it rich
Yes! I hit the jackpot; I’ll never have to work again.
to be a soothsayer
to be a prophet, Cassandra or fortune teller
To be a soothsayer is to suffer.
to be a moneybags
to be a very wealthy or rich man, billionaire or multi-millionaire
He is a moneybags but that does not mean that he will help you.
to be a fat cat
to be a moneybag, moneybags or billionaire, have lots of money,
have money to burn
Yes, he is a fat cat but he is also stingy.
to be a man of means

to be a fat cat, moneybag, billionaire or multi-millionaire,
well-heeled or moneyed
He is a man of means but he will not contribute one penny
to your cause.
to come to terms
to come around, agree on, consent or acquiesce to
It had not been easy to come to terms with his enemy.
to come at
to charge, attack, have at, light into, rush at
The soldiers came at their enemies and killed them.
to have at
to come at, attack, light into, rush or fly at
He has been bothering me too long; I want to have at him.
to go for
to have at, attack, light into, come, fly or rush at, fall upon
When she called her that horrid name, she went for her.
to pitch into
to go for, have at, attack, light into, come, fly or rush at,
fall upon
The soldiers pitched into the crowd and shot.
to fall upon
to pitch into, come at, go for, have at, attack, light into,
fly or rush at, charge
The crowd fell upon the poor man and killed him.
to come by
to get, obtain, acquire, get a hold of, lay hold of
I heard that you came by a big inheritance, is that true?
to get a hold of
to come by, get, obtain, acquire, lay hold of, get one’s fingers
or hands on

Once I get a hold of her of those papers, I’ll call you.
to lay hold of
to get a hold of, come by, get, obtain, acquire, get one’s
fingers or hands on
It had not been easy to lay hold of the papers.
to get one’s fingers on
1.
to lay hold of, get a hold of, come by, get, obtain, acquire,
get one’s hands on
It was not easy to get my fingers on the money that my
parents left.
to get one’s hands on
1.
to get one’s fingers on, lay hold of, get a hold of, come by, get,
obtain, acquire
I can’t wait until I get my hands on the money.
2.

to catch, sack, capture, bag, get one’s fingers on, get, net
Once I get my hands on him, he is going to jail.

to come in for
to get, earn, score, come by, win
Last year, I came in for quite a bit of money.
to come down
to fall, deteriorate, go to the dogs, fall on evil or bad days, be
on the skids, plummet
Have you seen him lately; he has come down quite a bit.
to fall on bad days
to come down, fall, deteriorate, go to the dogs, fall on evil days,
be on the skids, plummet
All I could tell her was that I have fallen on bad days.
to go to the dogs
to come down, degenerate, fall on evil days, go downhill,
hit rock bottom
What has happened? His administration has gone to
the dogs.

to be on the skids
to go to the dogs, come down, degenerate, fall on evil days,
go downhill, hit rock bottom
Once she asked for a divorce, he is on the skids.
to plummet
to take a fall or a bad turn, descend, deteriorate, plunge, go
to pot
Around here, his reputation has plummeted.
to go to pot
to run aground, plummet, take a fall or a bad turn, descend,
deteriorate, plunge
Ever since the divorce, she has gone to pot.
to slump
to fall, tumble, deteriorate, have seen better day, hit rock
bottom, plunge
The stocks that you recommended have slumped.
to come to a cropper
to slump, fall, tumble, deteriorate, have seen better day, hit
rock bottom, plunge
He has to a cropper.
to run aground
to have seen better days, fall on bad days, slump, fall, hit
rock bottom
I’m lost; my life has run aground.
to come down on
to give the thumbs down to, oppose, criticize, voice one’s opposition
to, take a dim view of
I’m tired of you always coming down on me. I do my best.
to be a scream
1.
to be fantastically, outlandishly or extraordinarily funny,
be a barrel of laughs or howl

That story was a scream.
2.

to be a shriek, holler, shout, yell or screech
I’m not sure but I think what I heard but I think it
was a scream.

to roll in the aisles
to be extraordinarily funny, yuk it up, laugh until tears run
down one’s face, hoot and howl
He was so funny that he had them rolling in the aisle.
to hold one’s sides with laughter
to have one rolling in the aisles, laugh until tears run down
one’s face, roar or howl with laughter
He is the best comedian. He has me holding my sides with
laughter.
to yell bloody murder
to scream, yell, shout, bellow, yell one’s head off
If you come any where near me, I will yell blood murder.
to scream bloody murder
to scream, yell, shout, bellow, yell one’s head off, yell bloody
murder, scream one’s head off
If you come any where near me, I will scream bloody murder.
to yell one’s head off
to scream, yell, shout, bellow, yell bloody murder, holler
What is the matter? Why are you yelling your head off.
to scream one’s head off
to yell one’s head off, scream, yell, shout, bellow, yell bloody
murder, holler
What is the matter? Why are you screaming your head off.
to be stricken with
to come down with, become or get ill or sick, be ailing
She was stricken with cancer.

to fall ill
to contract, fall victim to, become or get sick, take ill
He fell ill last night and has been in bed ever since.
to take ill
to contract, fall victim to, become or get sick, fall ill
She took ill while at the wedding.
to be forward
to be too big for to britches, presumptuous, cheeky, pushy or
over confident
It is neither wise nor good to be too forward.
to come forward
not wait until to be asked, step forward, offer one’s service
or invited
Anyone who has information please come forward.
to proffer oneself
to present or tender oneself, place at one’s disposal, come
forward
He is not shy. He is constantly proffering himself.
to tender oneself
to proffer or present oneself, place at one’s disposal, come
forward, offer oneself
He is always volunteering. He is the first one to tender
himself.
to extend oneself
to tender, proffer or present oneself, place at one’s
disposal, come forward, offer oneself
If you work here, you must always be ready to extend
yourself.
to not wait to be invited
to offer, proffer or volunteer one’s services, come or push
oneself forward

Sometimes, it is better not wait to be invited.
to not wait to be asked
to not wait to be invited, offer, proffer or volunteer one’s
services, come or push oneself forward
His problem is that he does not wait to be asked.
to step forward
to not wait to be asked or invited, offer, proffer or volunteer one’s
services, come or push oneself forward
Why must you always be the first person who steps forward?
to put up for sale
to offer for sale, put on the market, ask bids for, put
on the block
I had put all my household goods up for sale.
to ask bids for
to put up for sale, offer for sale, put on the market, put
on the block
He asked bids for the house which I wanted to buy.
to put on the block
to put up for sale, offer for sale, put on the market, ask
bids for
I will not allow you to put our home on the block.
to come in
to cross the threshold, enter, come into, set foot in, find
one’s way into
I would like you to come in so that we may talk.
to set foot in
to cross the threshold, enter, come into, come in, find
one’s way into
I will never set foot in that house again.
to cross the threshold

to set foot in, enter, come into, come in, find one’s way into
The minute that you cross the threshold, you are in my
home illegally.
to find one’s way into (onto)
to enter, come in or into, go in or into
I entered here by mistake. I found my way onto your
land accidentally.
to barge in(to)
to force oneself into, bust in or in upon, intrude, break
in on
You can not barge into here without any type of
identification.
to bust in(to)
to barge in, force oneself into, bust in on or in upon, intrude,
break in on
What right have you to bust into my house? Who are you?
to break in(to)
to burglarize, illegally force oneself into, illegally enter one’s
home or property
They broke into my home while I was out.
to butt in on
to horn in on, bust in on, interrupt, intrude, break in on
I wish that you would not butt in on my conversation.
to leak in
to flow in, seep in, soak through, enter, infiltrate, come
through
The water leaked into the house.
to seep in
to leak in, flow in, soak through, enter, infiltrate, come
through
How did you allow so much water to seep in here without

doing anything.
to soak through
to seep or flow in, enter, infiltrate, come or pass through
Despite all my efforts, the water soaked through.
to come through
to soak through, seep or flow in, enter, infiltrate, pass
through
Can’t you see that the water came through the wall and
stained it.
to pass through
to soak through, seep or flow in, enter, infiltrate, come
through
There was so much blood that it passed through all the
different layers of clothing.
to get underway
to begin, commence, start, get off the ground, take
the first step
We can get underway as soon as he arrives.
to get off the ground
to get underway, begin, commence, start, take the
first step, start off
The whole program will not get off the ground until
everything is ready.
to break ground
to start, get off the ground, get underway, begin, commence,
start, take the first step
We have already broken ground.
to start out
to set out on, begin, take the first step, get going, leave,
set out
He did not start out until he had called his family.

to take the first step
to start out, set out on, begin, get going, leave, set out,
set sail, take or push off
You will never do anything until you take the first step.
to get going
to take the first step, start out, set out on, begin, leave,
set out, set sail, take or push off
Did you say goodbye to everyone? It is time to get going.
to set out
to start out, set out on, begin, take the first step, get
going, leave, set sail
It is getting very late? It is time to set out.
to set sail
to get going, start out, set out on, begin, leave, set out, set
sail, take or push off
There is no reason for me to still be here. It is time to set sail.
to take off
to set sail, get going, start out, set out on, begin, leave, set out,
set sail, push off
I’ll be taking off very early tomorrow.
to push off
to set sail, get going, start out, set out on, begin, leave, set out,
set sail, take off
I’ll be pushing off tomorrow very early; therefore, I’ll be saying
my goodbyes now.
to sally forth
to venture or go forth, depart, leave, set out, go, push off
You can not sally forth in the neighborhood without being
very careful.
to venture forth
to sally forth, go forth, depart, leave, set out, go, push or take off

Whenever you venture forth, you must always go armed.
to go forth
to venture forth, sally forth, depart, leave, set out, go, push
or take off
When you go forth, do so well-equipped so that you will not
have to come back.
to be tapped out
to be broke, not have any money, be without funds
I am tapped out; therefore, I can not continue paying you.
to rush in
to enter in a rush or hurry, pour, flood, flow or gush in
The water came rushing in and, as a result, all the furniture
was destroyed.
to pour in
to enter in a rush or hurry, rush, flood, flow or gush in
If you don’t do anything, all this water is going to pour in.
to gush in
to come in, enter in a rush or hurry, pour, flood, flow or
rush in
Can’t you do anything to stop all this water from gushing in.
to step into a fortune
to come into, acquire, come by, inherit, get
By the age of twenty-one, he stepped into a fortune.
to step into the shoes of
to replace, succeed, take on, come into, assume, take over
It will not be easy to step into the shoes of his grandfather.
to take on
to step into the shoes of, replace, succeed, take over, come into,
assume
To take on the role of CEO will not be easy.

to take over
to step into the shoes of, replace, succeed, take on, come into,
assume
I can take over from my grandfather whenever necessary.
to come off
to take place, occur, happen, come to pass, come about
When this decision came off, I was taken totally by surprise.
to come about
to take place, occur, happen, come to pass, come off
When the court decision came about, it was totally unexpected.
to have a ripple effect
to have an effect which does not limit itself only to event, have
wide-spread consequences or ramifications
This decision will have a ripple effect that we will feel for
many years.
to come upon
to come across, chance or happen upon, discover, find
It broke my heart when I came upon them in a restaurant. She
was my best friend.
to chance upon
to come upon or on, come or run across, happen upon, discover,
find, bump into
I swear that it was not my intention to chance upon them.
I did not want to know about their affair.
to happen upon
to chance upon, come upon or on, come or run across,
discover, find, bump into
I was left dumbfounded when I happened upon them having an
intimate dinner in one of my favorite restaurants.
to bloom
to blossom, mature, grow, come into one’s own, sprout

I love seeing my daughter blooming into a woman.
to blossom
to bloom, mature, grow, come into one’s own, flower, become
I’m happy to report that the children are blossoming well.
to age
to ripen, become ripe, mature, blossom, develop
Many wines must age for many years.
to come out
1.
to publish, be put in print, print, release
His book came out last month with a lot of fanfare.
2.

to be seen in one’s true light, reveal oneself, show who
one really is, stop hiding
When it came out that he did not agree, I was not surprised.

3.

to become common knowledge, be revealed, become public,
leak or get out, stand revealed
I knew that it was going to come out that I had failed the exam.

4.

to be end, conclude, terminate, bring to an end
Please tell me how did the story come out.

5.

to debut, enter society
She came out last year; the party was beautiful.

to show one’s true color
to come out, show who one really is, reveal oneself, come
out of the closet
It was only when I lived with him did he show his true colors.
to come out in the open
to show one’s true color, come out, show who one really is,
reveal oneself, come out of the closet
It time that you stop hiding and to come out in the open.
to break cover
to come out in the open, show one’s true color, come out, show
who one really is, come out of the closet

Because they broke cover, we now know who they are.
to be a two-edged sword
to be both good and bad or good news and bad news
To set a date of departure is a two-edged sword.
to be seen in one’s true light
to reveal oneself, come out, show who one really is, stop hiding
It is important that you are seen in your true light.
to be a sea change
to be a true or radical change, revolution, not a cosmetic or
insignificant change or complete and total turnover
For the people to believe in the new system, there has to
be a sea change.
to become common knowledge
to be revealed, become public, leak or get out, stand revealed
It has become common knowledge that he is a coward.
to leak out
to come out, become common knowledge, be revealed, become
public, get out, stand revealed
You should have known that his role with the C.I.A. was going
to leak out.
to be leaked out
to come out, become common knowledge, be revealed, become
public, get out, stand revealed
It was leaked out that he did not fight to save our job.
to get out
to leak out or come out, become common knowledge, be
revealed, become public, stand revealed
How did it get out that I was getting a divorce. I only told
a few people.
to make the rounds

to circulate, spread, get or leak out, become common knowledge,
get around, come out
I am very disappointed that news of our failed marriage made
the rounds.
to go the rounds
to make the rounds, circulate, spread, get or leak out, become
common knowledge, get around
Because she is in the public eye, her life is always going the
rounds.
to get around
to come out, leak or get out, become common knowledge,
make the rounds, become public
You know that all of this is going to get around.
to be at loose ends
to be unsettled, uncertain, betwixt and between or confused,
not know what to do
Ever since getting divorce, I am at loose ends.
to speak in layman’s language
to be non-technical language, speak so that one is
understood by all, not speak above one’s understanding
I have not understood anything. Please speak in layman’s
language.
to tie up loose ends
to settle or tie up what yet has not been done
We will not leave here until we tie up all loose ends.
to make both ends meet
to be sparing, economize, get or scrape by, pinch pennies,
tighten one’s bet
The only way that we can live here is if we make both ends meet.
to tighten one’s belt
to make both ends meet, be sparing, economize, get or scrape
by, pinch pennies

It is about time about that you learn how to tighten your belt.
to cut corners
to tighten one’s belt, make both ends meet, be sparing, economize,
get or scrape by, pinch pennies
Until I get my pay check, we are going to have to cut corners.
to pinch a penny until it squeals
to cut corners, tighten one’s belt, make both ends meet, be
sparing, economize, get or scrape by, pinch pennies
I have never known anyone so stingy; she pinches a penny
until it squeals.
to save for a rainy day
to economize, to not spend money unnecessarily, be frugal,
scrimp, save
It is important that we all save for a rainy day.
to save against for a rainy day
to save for a rainy day, economize, to not spend money unnecessarily,
be frugal, scrimp, save
If you keep spending, you will not have enough to save against
a rainy day.
to have no end
to be an abundant amount, be infinite, a lot or considerable
His wealth seems to have no end.
to cut short
to close, terminate, stop, conclude, end, bring to an end
Because of time, he had to cut short his speech.
to bring to an end
to terminate, stop, end, conclude, cut short, close
I would like to bring this discussion to an end.
to bring down the curtain
to cut short, close bring to an end, terminate, stop, end,

conclude
It is time to bring down the curtain on this question.
to take an interest in
to become interested or engaged in, be concerned with, occupy
oneself with
Once he took an interest in the young men, I knew that
they would be alright.
to keep minutes
to document, record, enter, set or jot down the occurrences
at a meeting
I need that someone keeps minutes.
to come out with
to own up to, confess, come clean, admit, make a clean breast
When are you going to come out with the truth.
to own up to
to come out with, confess, come clean, take the load off, admit,
make a clean breast
I know that he is guilty because he owned up to his crime.
to get it out of one’s system
to fess up, own up to, come out with, confess, come clean, concede,
take the load off, admit, make a clean breast
You will not be at peace until you get it out of your system.
to unmask
to take the mask off, uncover, no longer obscure or hide, shed
light upon
It is about time that we unmask what has been happening.
to shed light on
to unmask, take the mask off, uncover, bring out into the open, no
longer obscure or hide
It is about time that we shed light on everything.
to break news

to come out with, expose, bring out in the open, let out, lay open
I am proud to say that I am the one who broke the news.
to bring to light
to shed light on, unmask, take the mask off, uncover, bring out
into the open, no longer obscure or hide
She was killed because she was the one who brought to light all
that was happening in the organization.
to come over
to visit, stop by, drop by
When you come over, we can talk.
to be a pain in the butt
to be a great bother or annoyance
He is a complete pain in the butt.
to be butt-naked
to be totally and completely naked
Can you believe that she was walking around her house
butt-naked.
to be butt ugly
to be extraordinarily ugly
Yes, she is nice but she is also butt-ugly.
to be on one's butt
1. to annoy or bother someone
He is always on my butt.
2. to tailgate someone, drive very closely to someone's car
He is on my butt.
to be the butt of one's joke
to be made fun of
I am tired of being the butt of his jokes.
to beat one's butt
to cause someone bodily injury in a physical altercation,
in a fight, or in a dispute

He beat her butt last night. She looks really bad.
to bust one's butt
to work very hard
I had to bust my butt to pass this course
to kick butt
1. to dominate or show who is in charge (physically)
I had to kick butt so that the storekeepers paid
me every week.
2.

to dominate or show who is in charge (figuratively)
To show my workers that I was serious, I had to
kick butt.

to kick someone's butt
to dominate or defeat someone
I beat him out and won the contract by kicking
his butt.
to get off (of) one's butt
to stop being lazy, shiftless, free and easy or indolent
Get off your butt and do something.
to sit on one's butt
to do nothing, be lazy, indolent or shiftless
Don't do anything. Just sit on your butt and cool out!
to whip butt
1.
to dominate or show who is in charge (physically)
I had to kick butt so that the storekeepers paid
me every week.
2.

to dominate or show who is in charge (figuratively)
To show my workers that I was serious, I had to
kick butt.

to work your butt off
to sweat, work very hard, toil, drudge, exert oneself
I have been working my butt off all this month.

Get your butt in here!
Get in here!
Get your butt out of here!
Get out of here!
Get your butt over here!
Get over here!
Get your butt in gear!
Hurry up! Shake a leg! Get a move on!
Get off my butt!
Leave me alone! Get off my back! Go fly a kite!
Kiss my butt!
(very vulgar: Fuck you)
to be a pain in the behind
to be a great bother or annoyance
He is a complete pain in the ass.
to beat one's behind
to cause someone bodily injury in a physical altercation,
in a fight, or in a dispute
He beat her behind last night. She looks really bad.
to bust one's behind
to work very hard
I had to bust my ass to pass this course
to bust one's behind
to work very hard
I had to bust my ass to pass this course.
to get off one’s behind
to do something, work, get the show on the road,
get off the dime, get off one’s duff
Get off your behind and do something with your life.
to kick one's behind

to dominate, beat, vanquish, defeat
I beat him out and won the contract by kicking
his behind.
to get off (of) one's behind
to stop being lazy, indolent or so easy-going
Get off your behind and do something.
to sit on one's behind
to do nothing, be lazy, indolent or too easy-going
All you do all day is sit on your behind.
to work one’s behind off
to work very hard, to labor, toil, work one’s fingers to
the bone, work like there’s tomorrow
I am tired of working my behind off for no money.
Get your behind in gear!
Hurry up! Shake a leg! Get a move on!
Get your behind in here!
Get in here!
Get your behind out of here!
Get out of here!
Get your behind over here!
Get over here!
Kiss my behind!
(very vulgar: Fuck you)
to ass wipe
to kiss ass, be a brown noser
I do not respect him because he is always wiping ass.
to be a pain in the ass
to be a load, burden, bother, annoyance, problem, tiresome
person, weight, bore, pain
He is a complete pain in the ass.

to be a perfect ass
to be a total and complete fool or idiot,
silly or pompous ass
After last night, I am convinced that she
is a perfect ass.
to be a silly ass
to be a total and complete fool or idiot,
silly or pompous ass
After last night, I am convinced that she is a silly ass.
to be an ass kisser
to brown nose someone, bend over backwards to
placate or please someone
You are such an ass kisser.
to be an ass hole
to be very stupid or foolish, be a total and complete fool
or idiot, silly or pompous ass
You are such an ass hole.
to be ass backwards
to be a silly ass, be a total and complete fool or idiot,
silly or pompous ass
What can I say but that she is ass backwards.
to be on someone's ass
1.
to annoy, bother, get on one’s nerves
He is always on my ass.
2.

to tailgate, drive very closely to one's car, be bumper
to bumper
He is on my ass. I wish he would give me some room.

to beat one's ass
to cause someone bodily injury in a physical altercation, in a
fight, or in a dispute
He beat her ass last night. She looks really bad.

to bet one's ass
to be for sure or certain, not be with a doubt, be
without a doubt
You bet your ass that I'm going to visit you.
to bust one's ass
to work very hard, toil, labor, work twenty-four seven, work
like a dog or horse
I had to bust my ass to pass this course.
to chew one's ass off
to tell one off, reprimand, chastise, give one hell
He chewed my ass off when we talked.
to cover one's ass
to make sure that one is protected against criticism,
protect or shield oneself
He is only trying to protect his ass.
to drag ass
to not go or move fast, drag one’s feet
Working there you have to drag ass each and
every day.
to fall on one’s ass
to stumble, fall, tumble, trip, slip, falter
When he entered in the room, he tripped and
fell on his ass.
to get a piece of ass
to have sexual intercourse, score, luck out, get lucky
May be if I luck out, I can get a piece of ass tonight.
to get off one’s ass
to get off one’s duff, do something, stop being lazy or
indolent, get the show on the road
It’s time that you get off your ass and work.

to go around one's ass to get to one's elbow
to say that someone accomplish something by the
most difficult way possible
I have never seen any one like him. He goes around his
ass to get to his elbow.
to haul ass
to go or move fast, work, not drag one’s feet
Working there you have to haul ass each and every day.
to have one's ass in a sling
to get in trouble or in hot water, have problems
His return has my ass in a sling.
to kick one's ass
to dominate, vanquish, beat, defeat, be better
I beat him out and won the contract by kicking his ass.
to kick ass
1. to dominate or show who is in charge (physically)
I had to kick ass so that the storekeepers paid me every week.
2. to dominate or show who is in charge (figuratively)
To show my workers that I was serious, I had to kick ass.
to kiss ass
to bend over backwards to placate or please someone
Stop kissing ass!
to make a perfect ass of oneself
to make one look or seem ridiculous
At the party last night, he made a perfect as
of himself.
to not give a rat's ass
to care less, not care, not matter
I do not give a rat's ass what you think.
to not know one's ass from a hole in the ground

to be totally, completely, absolutely incompetent, useless
or incapable
Have you ever seen him work. It's laughable. He does not
know his ass from a hole in the ground.
to not know one's ass from one's elbow
to be totally, completely, absolutely incompetent, useless
or incapable
Have you ever seen him work. It's laughable. He does not
know his ass from his elbow.
to get off (of) one's ass
to stop being lazy, indolent or too easy going, get working
Get off your ass and do something.
to put someone's ass in a sling
to get someone in trouble or in hot water
His coming back puts my ass in a sling.
to sit on one's ass
to do nothing, be lazy, not do anything
Don't do anything. Just sit on your ass and cool out!
to shove it up one's ass
(vulgar: fuck it)
to tear ass
to go or move fast, not stop moving, keep on going
Working there you have to tear ass each and every day.
to up one's ass
(to show contempt for someone or for what someone has said)
I'll tell you what I think. Up your ass!
to wipe one's ass
to try placate by depreciating or humiliating oneself
Wiping his ass is not going to help you.
to work one’s ass off

to work very hard, to labor, toil, work day and night,
work overtime
I have been working my ass off all this year.
Get your ass in gear!
Hurry up! Shake a leg! Get a move on!
Get off my ass!
Leave me alone! Get off my back! Go fly a kite!
Get your ass in here!
Get in here!
Get your ass out of here!
Get out of here!
Get your ass over here!
Get over here!
Don't be such an asshole!
Don't be so stupid!
Don't be an ass!
Don't be stupid!
Kiss my ass!
(very vulgar: Fuck you)
to dick around
1.
vulgar way of saying 'to handle something badly'
All you're doing is dicking around.
2.

vulgar way to say 'to fool around by doing nothing'
Stop dicking around and help me!

to dick
vulgar way of saying 'to have sexual intercourse
to be a dick head
to be extraordinarily stupid or dumb
You are such a dick head!
to dick one around
vulgar way to say 'to cause someone problems'

Stop dicking me around with these questions. What
do you want to know?
to be dickless
to not have any courage, be cowardly, be lily-livered
or yellow
He is one of the most dickless person that I have
ever known.
(to be a) cock
vulgar name for the penis
(to be a) cock and bull story
vulgar way of saying something is unbelievable or bull shit
I don't want to hear your cock and bull story.
to be a dick head
to be extraordinarily stupid, ignorant or dumb, be an asshole
You are such a dick head!
to tread closely behind
to hunt down, follow the scent of, tail, run after, be close on
one’s trail, pursue, track
The police is treading closely behind the thief.
to be close on one’s trail
to track down, tread closely behind, follow in the steps of
The police are close on my trail.
to run after
to hunt down, follow the scent of, tail, tread closely behind,
search for, close on one’s trail, heel
The detective will run after you until you are caught.
to follow one’s scent of
to track, hunt, hunt down, follow the trail of, dog, hound
I’m following his scent; in a day or two I should get him.

to pick up the scent of
to be on the tail of, close on the trail of, be honing in on
I have finally picked up his scent.
to carry a cross
to carry a millstone, be overtaxed, burden down, weighed
down or loaded down
There are some who believe that she did what she did because
she is carrying a cross.
(to be) a pick-me-up
to be a shot in the arm, boost, refreshment, just what the
doctor ordered
You look like you need a pick-me-up.
to be just what the doctor ordered
to be a pick-me-up, shot in the arm, drink or boost
That definitely hit the spot; it is just what the doctor
ordered.
to be an eye-opener
to be a stiff drink, drink, shot in the arm, pick-me-up,
alcohol
My God, that sure was an eye-opener.
to be something to keep the chill off
to be a drink, shot or glass of alcohol, bracer
Here take this. This is something to keep
the chill off.
to be something to keep the wind out
to be something to keep the chill off, a drink, shot or glass
of alcohol, bracer
Here. This is something to keep the wind out .
(to be) mother’s milk
to be alcohol, drink, something good for what ails one,
medicine

A little bit of mother’s milk would be nice.
(to be) something good for what ails one
to be alcohol, drink, medicine, mother’s milk, something to
keep the wind out
This is something good for what ails you.
to have a nip
to have a drop, drink, snort, swallow or guzzle
Thank you. I’ll have a nip.
to have a drop
to have a nip, swallow, guzzle, snort or a finger or two
I’ll have a drop. Thank you.
to have one for the road
to have a pick-up, alcohol, drink, part drink or a quick one
It wouldn’t be bad to have one for the road.
to be a pickpocket
to be a thief, petty criminal or purse snatcher
There are a lot of pickpockets out there.
to handpick
to distinguish, personally choose or select, single out, pick out,
recognize
He handpicked his successor.
to be handpicked
to be distinguished, personally chosen or selected, singled out, picked
out or recognized
I am proud to say that my child was handpicked by the president.
to decide upon
to decide, make a decision, fix upon, make one’s choice,
settle upon
It’s time that you decide upon what you want.

to settle upon
to decide upon, decide, make a decision, fix upon, make one’s
choice, opt for
You can’t have both. You have to settle upon what you want.
to opt for
to settle upon, decide upon, decide, make a decision, fix upon,
make one’s choice
I’ve opted for this rather than that.
to screen out
to pick, pick out, separate the sheep from the goats, sift
Before you do anything else, you have the screen out the
unwanted elements.
to separate the sheep from the goats
to screen out, sift, pick, separate the wheat from the chaff,
sieve out, shift out
Everyone is not the same. You must learn how to separate
the sheep from the goats.
to choose sides
to affiliate, favor, go along with, make one’s bed, cast one’s
lot with, choose, select
You can not have a foot in both camps; you have to choose sides.
to make one’s bed
to choose sides, affiliate, favor, go along with, cast one’s
lot with, choose, select
It’s time that you made your bed. You can not continue
vacillate.
to cast one’s lot with
to make one’s bed, choose sides, affiliate, favor, go along
with, choose, pick, select
Even if I have to pay the price, I am going to cast my lot
with him.
to pry open

to force open, crack, break open, jimmy
It is obvious that he did not have a key; therefore, he
pried it open.
to be pried open
to be forced open, cracked, broken open or jimmied
The door was pried open.
to jimmy
to pry open, to force open, crack, break open
I’m going to have to jimmy the lock.
to be jimmied
to be forced open, cracked, broken open or pried open
This lock has been jimmied by an amateur.
to pick at one’s food
to eat like a bird, not eat well, be a picky eater, push one’s
food around the plate
Stop picking at your food and eat.
to eat like a bird
to pick at, not eat well, be a picky eater, push one’s food
around the plate
No wonder she’s so skinny; she eats like a bird.
to push one’s food around the plate
to eat like a bird, pick at, not eat well, be a picky eater, have
no or very small appetite
You are not eating; all you are doing is pushing your food
around the plate.
to be a picky eater
to push one’s food around the plate, eat like a bird, pick at one’s
food, not eat well, have no or very small appetite
My only problem is that she is such a picky eater.
to have no appetite
to be a picky eater, push one’s food around the plate, eat like

a bird, not eat well, have very small appetite
Since what has happened, I have had no appetite.
to pick at
to hector, pester, bother, nag, bug, fret, needle, be on
one’s back
If you don’t stop picking at me, I’m going to scream.
to pick on
to needle, criticize, bait, hassle, try one’s patience, put
one’s nose out of joint
She reacted so strongly because he was always picking
on her.
to plague
to badger, nag, pick at, get on one’s back, give a hard time to
She plagues everyone with whom she lives.
to give a hard time
to plague, get one’s goat, badger, nag, pick at, get on one’s back,
pick on, put one’s nose out of joint
She is always giving a hard time to everyone.
to tweak
to give a hard time, plague, get one’s goat, badger, nag, pick at,
get on one’s back, pick on, put one’s nose out of joint
He is always tweaking his little brother.
to find fault
to criticize, badger, get on one’s back, pick on, needle
Stop finding fault with everything that I do.
to pick off
to bring down, fire at, kill, gun or shoot down, fire on, fell
The sniper picked off a person a day.
to shoot down
1.
to pick off, bring down, fire at, kill, gun down, fire on, fell

He shot down the police as they approached the house.
2.

to criticize, nitpick, cut up, pick to piece, pick holes in
He is always shooting down my suggestions.

to gun down
to pick off, bring down, fire at, kill, shoot down, fire on, fell
What you did was wrong. You gunned down an entire
population.
to fire at
to shoot at, gun down, pick off, fire on
Call the police. That maniac is firing at people.
to fire on
to fire or shoot at, gun down, pick off, fell
You can not fire on this population. You must talk to them.
to set one’s sight on
to strive, shoot, try or aim for, strive towards
He has set his sights on becoming an entrepreneur.
to be in the market for
to want to buy, purchase or procure
I am in the market for any old coins. Show me what you have.
to look to buy
to be in the market for, want to buy, purchase or procure
I’m looking to buy used jeans. Do you know where I
can get some?
to get one’s hand on
to procure, buy, purchase, want to buy, look to buy
I can’t wait to get my hands on all those first-edition books.
to be saddled
to have a duty, responsibility or obligation, carry a dead weight,
have cross to bear
I am tired of being saddled with him.

to be a soothsayer
to make money
1.
to earn one’s living or money
I am not rich; therefore, I have to go out and make money
everyday.
2.

to succeed, hit it, strike it rich, make a killing, break the bank
Yes, I must admit that I made money but I did so legally.

(to be a) hand
1.
to be a worker, laborer, hired hand, employee
We will need quite a number of hands to work the farm
this season.
2.

to be a crewmen, crewmember of a ship
A good fishing ship need many hands, skilled and unskilled.

3.

to be the cards which have been dealt for a game
This hand is not the best.

(to be) one's hand
to be one’s skill, characteristic touch, craftsmanship
The artist's hand can be seen throughout this work.
to strengthen one's hand
to strengthen or make stronger one’s position, situation in
bargaining or negotiating
His attitude and behavior did not strengthen my hand.
to need a hand
to call for assistance, need help, require or ask for aid
I'll need a hand when the triplets are born.
to have a beautiful hand
to have an attractive or graceful style of writing, have a lovely
style of penmanship
She doesn't write like a doctor. She has a beautiful hand.

to set one's hand to
to sign, put one’s signature, one's John Hancock or one's
mark on
He set his hand to all these documents.
to put one’s John Hancock on
to set one's hand to, sign, put one’s signature, one's John
Hancock or one's mark on
I need you to put your John Hancock on these documents.
to give one a hand
to approve enthusiastically, applaud, clap, cheer, give a
standing ovation
Once he finished singing, the audience gave him a hand.
to give one a thunderous round of applause
to give one a hand, approve enthusiastically, applaud, clap,
cheer, give a standing ovation
I was so happy; the audience gave me a thunderous round
of applause.
to make the rafters ring
to give an outburst of applause, applaud, give one a thunderous
round of applause, give one a hand
They loved her performance so much that the audience made
the rafters ring.
to give one a standing ovation
to approve enthusiastically, applaud, clap, cheer, make the
rafters ring
The fan gave the actress a standing ovation the moment
she appeared on stage.
to call for an encore
to clap or cheer until the performer returns to the stage, call
the performer for a second or another time
The audience loved her so much that they called for an
encore a number of times.

to get a number of curtain calls
to be several standing ovation, applause, cheers or encore
She got a number of curtain calls.
to be yielding
to be accommodating, submissive, capitulating or malleable
He knows who signs his check; he knows that he must
be yielding.
to know who signs one’s check
to understand that one is in a subservient, dependent or
submissive role
He’ll do it; he knows who signs his check.
to force one's hand
to prompt, obligate, force, require
He put me in a corner; therefore, he forced my hand.
to be passed hand to hand
to pass around from person to person, be successive ownership
The villa was passed from hand to hand.
to wait on hand and foot
to wait on or serve s.o. in a slavish manner
The servant waited on her mistress hand and foot.
to work hand and glove
to be closely associated, work together
There was a time in New York and Chicago that gangsters
and police worked hand and glove.
to make money hand over fist
to make money quickly or rapidly, earn money fast
The gambling casino makes money hand over fist.
(to be) hands down

1.

to be without a doubt or any question
Hands down, he is the most intelligent person that
I have known.

2.

to be without much effort or work, be effortlessly or easily
He was able to put the ball in the basket hands down.

to walk hand in hand
to walk while holding hands or with hands clasped
The little girls walked hand in hand down the street.
to work hand in hand
to work together, jointly or in close association
They worked hand in hand to get the work done.
to have a hand in
to be engaged, involved, immersed or implicated in
I know that he has a hand in this.
to fight hand to hand
to be direct or hands-on fighting or combat
The soldiers fought hand to hand combat.
(to be) hands up
to raise, elevate or lift one’s hands (as in a robbery)
The thief demanded, hands up.
to blur the distinction
to obfuscate, make indistinct or obscure the differences
If you do the same thing as he than you have blurred the
differences between you and him.
to obfuscate
to obscure, make indistinct, eclipse, hide
As much as you try to obfuscate the relationship that
you have had with him can not.
to be obfuscated
to be obscured, made indistinct, eclipsed or hidden

Your relationship with him can not be obfuscated.
to put one's hand up
to surrender, give up, accept defeat
The police told the thieves to put their hands up.
to sign away one’s rights
to make or give over, give away, surrender or waive one’s right
If you sign away your rights, you will be under the control
of others.
to make over one’s rights
to give over, give away, surrender, waive or sign away one’s rights
You have made over your right; therefore, you have no rights.
to give over one’s rights
to make over, give away, surrender, waive or sign away one’s rights
You are going to regret the day that you gave over your rights to
your children.
to give away one’s rights
to make or give over, sign away, surrender or waive
one’s right
I strongly advise you to not give away your rights.
to have a say
to have a vote, voice, express one’s opinion, opine,
say a word
Before ending the meeting, I want to have a say.
to have a show of hands
to vote, say yea or nay, tell what one’s feels
I would like to have a show of hands of all those who
approves of spending the money.
to come out with
to reveal, bring out, divulge, disclose, make known

After hours of torture, she came out with everything
that she knew.
to have one’s say
to put in one’s two cents’ worth, get or have one’s turn,
get a crack at, have a say
You will not be able to shut me up; I will have my say.
to put in one’s two cents’ worth
to have one’s say or a say, get or have one’s turn, get a
crack at
No. I will not shut up. I will put in my two cents’
worth.
to have one’s turn at bat
to have one’s turn, one’s crack at bat or chance to
You have been talking all night, I want to have my turn
at bat.
to have one’s crack at bat
to have one’s turn, one’s turn at bat or chance to
Go and sit down. It’s time that I have my crack at bat.
to give one’s say-so
to give one’s assurance, one’s word or promise
He gave her say-so; therefore, I would not worry.
to go without saying
to be already understood, plain to see or self-evident
It goes without saying that we no longer can be friends.
to have an understanding
to be in agreement, accordance, in concurrence or accord
Now that we talked we do have an understanding.
to have a mutual understanding
to have an understanding, be in agreement, accordance,
in concurrence or accord

We have a mutual understanding.
to be plain to see
to be clear cut, self-evident, plain as the nose on one’s face,
clear
What don’t you understand; it is plain to see what she feels.
to be a matter of course
to be accepted, expected or understood, go without saying
It is a matter of course that he would grow up and leave
home.
to be time-honored
to be traditional, accepted, customary, conventional,
common-place
Of course we will have the dinner this Sunday; this tradition
is time-honored.
to be indubitable
to be without question or doubt, go without saying, be an
accepted fact or unquestionable
There is no discussion; this is indubitable.
to be an accepted fact
to be indubitable, without question or doubt, go without
saying, be an accepted fact or unquestionable
It had been an accepted fact that she could not do it.
to have one's hands full
to have an excessive amount or too much of work
With five children under three, she has her hands full.
to try one's hand
to try, try one's skill or one's luck
I tried my hand at gambling. I shouldn't have.
to clasp hands
to join or hold hands

While marching, the people clasp hands.
to join hands
to hold or clasp hands
While marching, the people joined hands.
to keep a hand in
to remained involved, entangle, mixed up or engaged in
He has kept a hand in the business although he's retired.
to be a party to
to be entangled, mixed up or engaged in, be a part of
You should not be a party to such behavior. It makes you
look bad.
to be the muscle
to lay one's hands on
1.
to acquire, get, come into possession of, get one’s hands on
I can't wait until I lay my hands on the money.
2.

to grasp, seize, capture or catch in order to punish
The police is working hard to lay their hands on the thieves.

3.

to anoint, impose hands as in ordination
The queen laid her hands on newly named knights.

to lend a hand
to give assistance, help, aid
Please, lend me a hand. I can't do this alone.
to lift a hand
to exert any effort, lift a finger, expend any energy (usually
used in a negative)
I won't lift a hand to help him in any way.
to go all out
to do one’s best or one’s damnest, bust a gut, beat one’s
brains out, spare no effort
Why did you go all out for him. He was not worth it.

to do one’s damnest
to do one’s best or one’s damnest, bust a gut, beat one’s
brains out, spare no effort, go all out
I did my damnest to make that marriage work.
to do one’s best
to do one’s damnest, bust a gut, beat one’s brains out, spare
no effort, go all out
You are wrong. I did do my best.
to do one’s utmost
to do one’s best or one’s damnest, bust a gut, go all out,
beat one’s brains out, spare no effort
Even though I have always done my utmost, I have never
become successful.
to spare no effort
to do one’s best or one’s damnest, bust a gut, beat one’s
brains out, spare no effort
I will spare no effort to get her out of prison.
to spare no effort
to do one’s best or one’s damnest, bust a gut, beat one’s
brains out, spare no effort
to bust a gut
to spare no effort, do one’s best or one’s damnest, bust
a gut, beat one’s brains out, spare no effort
Please, I don’t want you to bust a gut exerting yourself
too much.
to beat one’s brains out
to bust a gut, spare no effort, do one’s best or one’s
damnest, bust a gut, spare no effort
I have almost beat my brains out to figure out what I
have done wrong.
to make catcalls
to be whistles, howls, gibes, jeers or hoots

It is very rude to make catcalls.
to give one the bird
to make an obscene gesture with the middle finger
I can not believe that he gave me the birds.
to do double duty
to work very hard, to labor, toil, work day and night,
work overtime, drudge, work like a dog, kill oneself
Because there are not enough people, I have been
doing double-duty.
to luck out (slang)
to have sexual intercourse, score, get a piece, get lucky
If everything goes well, I’ll luck out.
to get lucky (slang)
to luck out, have sexual intercourse, score, get a piece
I hope I can get lucky; it’s been a very long time.
to score
to luck out, have sexual intercourse, get a piece,
get lucky
I’m glad to say that I scored.
to be left behind
to be outstripped or overtaken, get behind
As much as I tried, I was left behind.
to fall behind
to get behind, not keep up with, not keep pace with
With each year, I fell further and further behind.
to get behind
to not keep pace with, fall behind, not keep up with
I got behind on my bills; therefore, I owe a lot of money.
to lag behind
to be outstripped or overtaken, be left in the dust, be

passed by, left flatfooted
I have always lagged behind and have never been able to
catch up.
to leave behind
to forsake, abandon, drop, take leave of, desert
Even though I loved him, he left me behind.
to drop like a hot potato
to jilt, abandon, wash one’s hand, leave in lurch, desert
As soon as she got money, she dropped her friend like
a hot potato.
to be off one's hands
to no longer be responsible for, wash one’s hands of
Now that he's 21 years old, he is off my hands.
to have on hand
to be in one's possession, have, possess
I still don't have on hand enough cash.
to have a presence of mind
to be alerted, steady or balanced, have self-control
or equilibrium
I am happy that he had a presence of mind to do what
was right.
to have the ability to keep one’s head when all about
are losing theirs
to be steady, self-assured, in command or confident
The sign of maturity is to have the ability to keep one’s
head when all about are losing theirs.
to be on hand
to be nearby, in attendance, present, about, near
There were not on hand enough representatives to vote.

to have on one's hands
to be under one's care or management, be under one's
responsibility
With this birth, you’re going to have another kid on your hands.
to have blood on one’s hands
to be responsible for, be one’s fault or the consequence
of one’s actions
You can't deny that you have blood on your hand.
(to be) on the other hand
(to be) from another point of view or perspective
I agree with you but on the other hand, I see the other
side's perspective.
to be out of hand
1.
to be out or beyond control, no longer able to be curbed
or restrained
The children are out of hand.
2.

to be without consideration or deliberation, be out of
the question
This idea is out of hand; therefore, forget it.

to shake hands
to clasp or join one another's hand
Upon meeting, they shook hands.
to tie one's hands
to render one incapable or unable to act, stop
I can't do anything; he tied my hands.
to tip one's hand
to show one's hand, reveal, show, make known or disclose
one's plans or move
Because he tipped his hand, I knew what he was
going to do.

to show one's hand
to tip one's hand, reveal, show, make known or disclose
one's plans or move
You never have the element of surprise because you are
always showing your hand.
to wash one's hands
to relieve oneself of, not take responsibility for
He washed his hands of everything.
to act with a heavy hand
to behave or discipline with severity, oppression
or repression
He always acts with a heavy hand.
to act with a high hand
to act or carry oneself in a dictatorial or authoritarian
manner
He acts too high handed with the prisoners.
to hand in
to submit, give in, give, present
Yesterday, he handed in his resignation.
to hand it to one
to give credit to, acknowledge or commend
I must hand it to you, you were absolutely right.
to hand over
to surrender, to give, fork over, surrender control of
It’s my money so hand it over now.
to hand out
to distribute, pass out, dish, dole, or mete out
They will hand out the checks on Monday.
to be a great hand at

to be skillful (used ironically)
He's twice divorce; he should be a great hand as a
marriage counselor.
to have a free hand
to have complete freedom, be with no restriction, not
be limited or restricted
You have a free hand to do what you want.
to be double-edged
to be cynical, sarcastic, ironical, edged or sneering
Her statements are always double-edged.
to be edged
to be double-edged, cynical, sarcastic, ironical
or sneering
His statements are edged with such bitterness.
to be biting
to be caustic, pungent, pointed, sharp or malicious
Why must you always be so biting.
to be gruff
to be sarcastic, peevish, crabbed or scornful
Why must you always be gruff with everyone.
to be edgy
to be biting, touchy, cutting or testy
Did you get up on the wrong side of the bed. You
are so edgy.
to be surly
to be sour, edgy, testy, waspish, pungent or acidulous
Please. There is no reason to be surly.
to be bogged down in
to be totally engulfed immersed, submerged or buried in
I can’t go anywhere. I am bogged down in so much work.

to be engulfed
to be bogged down in, immersed, submerged or buried in
I am so engulfed in your life that I have forgotten mine.
to be a cloudburst
to be a downpour or torrent, be rain hard or rain cats and dogs
Let’s get home right way. It is going to be a cloudburst.
to be a downpour
to be a cloudburst or torrent, be rain hard or rain cats
and dogs
This is a downpour like I have never seen before.
to be a torrent
to be a cloudburst or downpour, be rain hard or rain cats
and dogs
This is going to be a torrent.
to be a driving rain
to be a downpour, cloudburst or torrent, be rain hard or rain
cats and dogs
This is a driving rain that’s not going to stop for awhile.
to pool resources
to put one’s money with other for a common goal, make a
common purse
We bought this house through pooling resources.
to divvy up the cost
to divide or share the cost, go Dutch
Why should you pay everything. Let’s divvy up the cost.
to act together
to work together, stand shoulder to shoulder, join forces,
work in concert, stand side by side
The only way that we are going to get this done is if we
act together.

to be an old hand
to be experienced, skillful or expert in
Don't worry, he is an old hand at doing this.
to be even handed
to treat fairly, without bias or prejudice
He is not a nice person but he is even handed.
to be bad off
to be poor, destitute, poverty-stricken, strapped or
needy
As a result of the earthquake, we are really bad off.
to be strapped
to be bad off, poor, destitute, poverty-stricken, pinched
or needy
I am strapped; therefore, I can’t lend you any money.
to be up against it
to not have any money, be destitute, bad off, strapped or
broke
I am up against it right now. Can you spare anything?
to be wiped out
to be dead broke, on the rocks, down and out, ruined or
broke
I am wiped out. I have absolutely nothing.
to wipe one out
to spend all of one’s resources, leave one destitute or in
the red
My daughter’s education wiped me out.
to be overdrawn
to be in the red, insolvent, in the hole or in debt
Right now I can’t lend you anything but I am overdrawn.
to be in the hole

to be overdrawn, in the red, insolvent, in debt or ruined
How can he help you anyone if you are in the hole.
to be hard up
to be broke, not have any money, be wiped out or on
the rocks
She can’t do anything because she is hard up.
to be underhanded
to be unfair, sneaky, dishonorable, devious or
slippery
Don't trust him. He is underhanded.
to be beneath contempt
to be vile, contemptible, despicable, base
or wretched
He is so bad that I would say that he is beneath
contempt.
to grope for
to grab, snatch, clutch or grasp at
Would you please tell me what you are groping for? Not my
leg, right?
to claw at
to grab, snatch, clutch or grasp at, reach for
By the scratch marks you can see that he claw at anything
near him.
to claw one’s way to the top
to fight or struggle one’s way to the top
He had to claw his way to the top.
to rip apart
to tear, tear or shred apart, shred, rip
He ripped apart my argument.
to be groping one’s way through

to feel one’s way, fumble, poke around, pick one’s way
through
I can’t see a thing; I am groping my way through.
to cut loose
to let loose, live it up, make merry, whoop it up, tie one on
Every so often, I like to cut loose and let go.
to let loose
to cut loose, live it up, make merry, whoop it up, tie one on
When I go to a party, I normally let loose.
to tie one on
to get drunk, drink to much
Last night, I really tied one on.
to make merry
to cut or let loose, live it up, step out, make merry, whoop
it up, tie one up
It is the holiday; it time to make merry.
to make whoopee
to make merry, cut or let loose, live it up, step out, make
merry, whoop it up, tie one on
Let’s go out and make whoopee. I’m tired of studying.
to go barhopping
to go on a bender, go out drinking, go on a drunk, go from
bar to bar
I used to go barhopping every Friday and Saturday.
to be clannish
to be closed to those outside of one’s group, not mix with
others, be narrow or cliquish
You should forget about being her friend; she is very clannish.
to be cliquish
to be closed to those outside of one’s group, not mix with
others, be narrow or clannish

Many of the most popular girls in school are cliquish.
to be upper-crust
to be snooty or disdainful of, think or act as if were better
than, look down on
Because she claims that she is uppercrust, she is
contemptuous of almost everyone.
to be a sham
to be fake or not real, be a trick, hoax or front
Don’t be fooled because everything that you are now
seeing is a sham.
to disentangle
to clear up, clarify, untangle, solve
It had not been able to disentangle what had happened
but we did.
to shed light on
to clarify, illuminate, cast, shine or throw light on
The only way that we will prove our innocence if we shed
light on what happened.
to throw light on
to clarify, illuminate, cast, shine or shed light on
Why are you hiding this. You have to throw lights on
the matter.
to render intelligible
to enlighten, make understandable, illuminate, make plain,
clear or lucid, elucidate
I congratulate you in rendering intelligible what has always
left me in the dark.
to go over one’s head
to leave in the dark, be unintelligible or beyond one’s
understanding
I didn’t understand anything. It all went over my head.

to leave one in the dark
to go over one’s head, be unintelligible or beyond one’s
understanding
His explanation left me in the dark.
to go haywire
to go wrong, not work out like one’s had expected or wanted
Our plan went haywire.
to bring to light
to reveal, bring out, expose, make known, tell, divulge
He brought to light all the family’s problems. He was tired
of hiding them.
to bring out
to reveal, bring to light, expose, make known, tell, divulge
Bring out everything; I’m tired of hiding.
to be only a shadow of what one had been
to be only a scintilla, hint, suggestion, tinge or little bit
of what had been in the past
As a result of his sickness, he is only a shadow of what
he had been.
to bicker
to spar, lock horns, clash, fight, be at one another’ throat,
cross words
Why are you and your sister always bickering? Can’t you get
along?
to spar
to lock horns, clash, fight, be at one another’ throat, cross
words, bicker
Why are you and he always sparring? Are you in love?
to be true-to-type
to be familiar, normal, trite, conventional, stock, cliché

Why are you so surprised; he is true-to-type.
to be stock
to be common, familiar, normal, trite, conventional,
stock, ordinary or garden variety
He is nothing extraordinary but he is stock.
to be trite
to conventional, common, garden variety, nothing out of
the ordinary or dime a dozen
It’s nice but it is trite.
to be garden variety
to be trite, conventional, common, nothing out of the
ordinary or dime a dozen
This is garden variety; therefore, I don’t know why it costs
so much.
to be a plain old
to be garden variety, trite, conventional, common, nothing out
of the ordinary or dime a dozen
This may be a plain old house but I love it.
to be household
to be a plain old, garden variety, trite, conventional, common,
nothing out of the ordinary or dime a dozen
This is household; therefore, it should be very expensive.
to be the same-old
to be hackneyed, worn out, run-of-the-mill, pedestrian, everyday,
common or commonplace
This is the same-old songs that you always play at a party.
to be overused
to be old, worn-out, be done ad nauseam, oft-repeated or tired
This excuse is overused. Can’t you think of anything better?
(to be done) ad nauseam
to be overused, old, worn-out, oft-repeated or tired

You have been doing this ad nauseam; please stop!
to be stale
to be shop-worn, banal, trite, overdone, worn-out, tired,
old hat, threadbare
This argument is stale. Think of some of other reason.
to be shop-worn
to be banal, trite, overdone, worn-out, tired, old hat,
threadbare, stale
This house is shop-worn; therefore, it is due for a make-over.
to be old-hat
to be shop-worn, banal, trite, overdone, worn-out, tired,
threadbare, stale
The reason that this feel so comfortable is that it is old-hat.
to build a nest egg
to save, put away, salt away, squirrel, store or stick away,
feather one’s nest
I successfully built quite a nest egg.
to feather one’s nest
to build a nest egg, save, put away, salt away, squirrel, store
or stick away
I have spent my life feathering my nest so that I could retire
early.
to salt away
to build a nest egg, save, put away, salt away, squirrel, store
or stick away, feather one’s nest
I have salted away quite a bit of money; therefore, I am okay
for now.
to be tried and true
to be trusted, trustworthy, reliable or all right
He is tried and true; therefore, I would not worry.

to be true to one’s word
to be trusted, trustworthy, dependable, honest or
unfailing
Don’t worry about him. He is true to his word.
to be as good as one’s word
to be true to one’s word, trusted, trustworthy, dependable, honest
or unfailing
She is as good as her word; therefore, I know that I’ll get
the money that he owes.
to come away empty-handed
to have nothing to show for one's effort, be leave or
be empty-handed
All that work and I came away empty-handed.
to be short-handed
to be in need of help, aid or assistance, be in need
of a worker
I am always short-handed during the Christmas rush.
to be Johnny-on-the-spot
to be dependable, stable, true-blue or true
He is Johnny-on-the spot; therefore, he will never
leave you hanging.
to get off one's chest.
to not bite one’s tongue, say what one feels, be frank or honest
I need to get off my chest what I am now feeling.
to be a handful
to be naughty, mischievous, full of mischief or exasperating
He is a handful. How do you get any sleep.
to have only one pair of hands
to be incapable of working any faster, not be able to
go, function or work any quicker
I can't go any faster; I have only one pair of hands.

to be out of work
to be unemployed, jobless or out of a job, not have a job,
be in the bread or unemployment line
I have been out of work for more than a year.
to be forced to stand in the bread line
to be unemployed, jobless or out of a job, not have a job,
be out of work or in the unemployment line
As a result of not working for months, I am forced to stand
in the bread line.
to be on the dole
to be out of work, unemployed, jobless or out of a job,
not have a job, be in the bread or unemployment line
To be on the dole is the British way of saying to be
unemployed.
to be out of a job
to be out of work, unemployed, jobless or out of a job, not
have a job, be in the bread or unemployment line
I am really scared to be out of a job.
to be on the job
to be at work, on duty or working
I told you that I am on the job.
to be on the fire
to be in operation, progress or action, be in the works
The food is on the fire; therefore, it will be ready soon.
to ply one’s trade
to work, earn one’s livelihood, make or earn money,
have a job
Even though I’ve been plying my trade for years, I still
don’t have any money.
to hold down a job
to have or keep a job, earn or make money

It’s not easy holding down a job and being a single-parent.
to pull off
to make work, bring or carry off, successfully do
I don’t know how we pulled off this party in less than
three days.
to carry off
1.
to make work, bring or pull off, successfully do
I still can’t believe that I carry off the meeting in such a
short time.
2.

to snatch, steal, kidnap, abduct, seize
He tried to carry off the little girl to hold her for ransom.

to bear away
to snatch, steal, kidnap, abduct, seize, carry off, make off with
He had tried to bear away the child but, fortunately, he was
unsuccessful.
to make off with
to bear away, snatch, steal, kidnap, abduct, seize, carry off
Would you believe that they tried to make off with my dog to
hold him for ransom.
to hold one for ransom
to make off with, bear away, snatch, steal, kidnap, abduct,
seize, carry off
They are holding him for ransom somewhere in Latin America.
to be held for ransom
to be snatched, stolen, kidnapped, abducted, seized or
carried off
He is being held for ransom somewhere in Latin America.
to sway
to impress upon, influence, work on, bias, act or play on
He worked hard to sway her to vote against the sitting president.

to be the sitting president
to be present or actual president
He did it while he was the sitting president.
to be the commander-in-chief
to be the president
I am the commander-in-chief; therefore, my orders must
be obeyed.
to be the sitting commander-in-chief
to be present or actual president, present commander-inchief
He did it while he was the sitting commander-in-chief.
to be the late (title of the person)
to be dead, decease or no longer living
She is the late wife of the president.
to impress upon
to act or work on, influence, sway
The thief was able to impress upon him that he had
no other choice.
to work off
to exercise, lose weight, sweat off
I’m trying to work off these extra pounds.
to sweat off
to exercise, lose weight, work or walk off
I’m going to stay here until I sweat off at least a
pound.
to run off
to sweat off, exercise, lose weight, work or walk off
I want to run off those extra Christmas pounds.
to walk off
to sweat off, exercise, lose weight, work or run off

I’m going to park a mile away from my work. I need
to walk off these extra pounds.
to work on
to coax, sweet talk, honey or butter up, pander to, play
up to, pamper
I’ve been working on her all day so that she will give
me what I want.
to pander to
to coax, sweet talk, honey or butter up, work on, play
up to, pamper
I love stay at the hotel because they pander to all their clients.
to coax
to cajole, sweet talk, flatter, try to win over, butter or honey up
You can not coax me into doing what I don’t want to do.
to act with one’s eyes wide open
to not act blindly, act knowingly, purposefully, willingly or
of one’s own free will
I can not blame anyone, I acted with my eyes wide open.
to work out
1.
to solve, figure, puzzle or find out, crack, resolve
I don’t know how long it will take but I am determined to
work this problem out.
2.

to exercise, work up a sweat or leather
I go out to work out every day.

to puzzle out
to work out, solve, figure or find out, crack, resolve
It was not easy to puzzle out this problem.
to crack
to decipher, unlock, figure or work out, puzzle
It took me all afternoon to crack this. I was super hard.
to work up a sweat

to work out, exercise, work up a lather, get into shape
When I went for a run, I really worked up a sweat.
to get into shape
to work up a sweat, work out, exercise, work up a lather
It’s time that you get into shape.
to get exercised
to become worried, agitated, uneasy or distressed
Why are you getting exercised? Nothing has happened.
to get worked up
to get exercised, become worried, agitated, uneasy or
distressed
Stop getting all worked up. You will not get anything done
getting upset.
to limber up
to warm up, prepare oneself to exercise, loosen up
Before doing such strenuous exercise, you should limber up.
to loosen up
to limber up, warm up, prepare oneself to exercise, stretch,
get loose
Before trying that I want to loosen up a bit.
to get loose
to loosen up, limber up, warm up, prepare oneself to exercise,
stretch
The reason that you’re having such a hard time is that you didn’t
get loose first.
to look like death warmed over
to look very bad or tired, look worn out or really sick, like as
if one is about to take one’s last breath
My God, what has happened to you. You look like death
warmed over.

to warm-up
to reheat
You can’t eat it cold. Let me warm it up for you.
to be warm
to be friendly, nice, hospitable or welcoming
She is a very nice person. She is much warmer than her sister.
to be thick
to be very close, intimate, on excellent terms, thick as thieves
When we were growing up, we were thick.
to be as thick as thieves
to be very close, intimate, on excellent terms or thick
Those two girls are so mischievous; they are as thick
as thieves.
to be on a first name basis
to be good friends, on excellent terms or close
We are not on a first name basis; therefore, you have no
right to treat me the way that you are.
to be tight
to be thick, very close, intimate, on excellent terms or
thick as thieves
Although we now barely speak, growing up, we were tight.
to be like two peas in a pod
to be tight, thick, very close, intimate, on excellent terms or
thick as thieves, tight
My cousin and I were like two peas in a pod.
to be hard to tell
to be difficult to know, be a mystery or not understood, not know
To tell you the truth it is hard to tell who did what.
to be seamless
to happen or occur smoothly so that the beginning or

ending are not apparent, not have seams
The idea is that the transition be seamless.
to be the seamy side of
to be the sordid, dirty, not respectable, base or
perverted side of, be the underbelly
This is the seamy side of life; therefore, I want to escape
as quickly as possible.
to be the underbelly
to be the seamy, sordid, dirty, not respectable, base or
perverted side of
This is the underbelly of this society; therefore, it is not
surprising that it is ugly.
to be fly-by-night
to not be reliable or dependable, be here today and gone
tomorrow, be undependable or unreliable
This organization is fly-by-night so don’t put your money
there.
to be here today and gone tomorrow
to be fly-by-night, not be reliable or dependable, be
undependable or unreliable
Why did you put your trust in him. Everyone know he is the type
of person who is here today and gone tomorrow.
to keep one’s hands off
to not interfere, intervene, intercede or get involved with
Keep your hands off. This is none of your business.
to use one’s good offices
to intercede, represent, act in one’s behalf, help make peace
I appreciate how you used your good offices to settle
this problem.
to ump (sports)
to umpire, judge, determine, judge, pronounce judgment,
referee

It was not easy ump this game.
to umpire (sports)
to arbitrate, judge, determine, judge, pronounce judgment,
referee
He will be umpiring the game today.
to call a game (sports)
to umpire, arbitrate, judge, determine, judge, pronounce
judgment, referee
It is my job to call the game; therefore, allow me to do so.
to referee (sports)
to call a game, umpire, arbitrate, judge, determine, judge,
pronounce judgment
He can referee the game only if everyone agrees.
to get one spook
to make one scared, afraid or frighten
I don’t know what but something or someone got
her spook.
to spook
to scare, frighten, make afraid, scare the living daylights out
Stop trying to spook me; it won’t work.
to have a rollicking good time
to have a very good, sparkling, jolly or merry good time
This Friday, for the first time, I had a rollicking good time.
to have a jolly good time
to have a rollicking good time, have a very good, sparkling,
or merry good time
We had a jolly good time at the concert.
to be full of life
to be naughty, full of fun, prankish or high spirited

One of the reason that I loved her so much was that
she was full of life.
to be high spirited
to be full of life, naughty, full of fun or prankish
I love her but I wish that she were not so high
spirited.
to be bush-league
to be second or third rate, not good enough, small time
or inferior
You will never be ready. You are, and will always be,
bush league.
to be two-bit
to be bush-league, second or third rate, not good enough,
small time or inferior
This is not good enough; it is two bit.
to be puny
to be paltry, mean, third rate, petty, second-rate or
low-ranking
This is a puny excuse. Can’t you think of something better?
to be paltry
to be petty, trivial, not worth mentioning or practically worthless
What good is this paltry amount? It’s worse than nothing.
to be no great shakes
to be no great thing, bush-league, small time or potato or
third rate
Marry him if you want but believe me he is no great shakes.
to not be worth a straw
to be third or fourth rate, worthless, not be worth a rap, a plum
nickel, nickel or dime
I like him but, the truth is, he is not worth a straw.
to be nothing to brag about

to be nothing to write home about, be worthless, not worth
a straw or third rate
I know that she thinks that he is the cat’s meow but the
truth is that he is nothing to brag about.
to be only passable
to not be exceptional, normal, regular, nothing to brag
about or third rate
As a student, I was only passable.
to be just so-so
to be only passable, not be exceptional, normal, regular,
nothing to brag about or third rate
As a student, I was just so-so.
to be fair-to-middling
to be just so-so, only passable, not be exceptional, normal,
regular, nothing to brag about or third rate
Your paper was fair-to-middling.
to be second-best
to be fair-to-middling, just so-so, only passable, not be exceptional,
normal, regular or nothing to brag about
My parent always considered me to be second-best.
to be common-place
to be fair-to-middling, just so-so, only passable, not be exceptional,
normal, regular or nothing to brag about
He’s a good man but he is also very common-place.
to be a nightmare
to be horrible, awful, frightful, frightening or ghastly
When I was a child, my life had been a nightmare.
to be ghastly
to be horrible, harrowing, awful, frightful or frightening,
be a nightmare
As a human being, he had been ghastly.

to be harrowing
to be ghastly, horrible, awful, frightful or frightening,
be a nightmare
Living in that country was, without a doubt, harrowing.
to be hideous
to be horrible, gross, grotesque, disgusting or terrible
At one time he may have been handsome but now he
was hideous.
to be unsightly
to be hideous, horrible, gross, grotesque, disgusting or terrible
I was not able to look; it was unsightly.
to highlight
to headline, play up, set off, give prominence or emphasis to,
accentuate
In his will there must have been a reason why he highlighted
this section.
to be highlighted
to be headlined, played up, set off, given prominence or emphasis to or
accentuated
In his will there must have been a reason why this section is
highlighted.
to play up
to accentuate, highlight, set off, give prominence or emphasis to
She is always playing up the fact that her father has money.
to be played up
to be accentuated, highlighted, set off, given prominence or emphasis to
The fact that she is rich is always being played up.
to be set off
to be played up, pointed up, accentuated, highlighted, set off, given
prominence or emphasis to, spotlighted

This part of the text was set off because he wanted special attention
paid to it.
to set off
to play up, point up, accentuate, highlight, set off, give prominence
or emphasis to, spotlight
He set off this part of the text because he wanted special attention
paid to it.
to point up
to play up, highlight, set off, give prominence or emphasis to, spotlight,
give the spotlight to, set off
He always pointed up our similarities rather than our differences.
to underscore
to point up, play up, highlight, set off, give prominence or emphasis
to, spotlight, give the spotlight to, set off
I must underscore the fact that everything must die.
to punctuate
to underscore, point up, play up, highlight, set off, give prominence
or emphasis to, spotlight, give the spotlight to
I can punctuate enough the fact that from dust we came and
to dust we will return.
to feature
to call attention to, headline, play up, set off, give prominence
or emphasis to, bring to the fore, highlight
I hope to feature her as the star of the show.
to be pointed up
to be played up, highlighted, set off, give prominence or emphasis to,
spotlighted, given the spotlight to or set off
Many times it is our similarities rather than our differences which
are pointed up.
to be underscored
to be pointed up, played up, highlighted, set off, given prominence or
emphasis to, spotlighted, given the spotlight to or set off
It must be underscored the fact that everything must die.

to be punctuated
to be underscored, pointed up, played up, highlighted, set off, given
prominence or emphasis to, spotlighted, given the spotlight to
It can not be punctuated enough the fact that from dust we came
and to dust we will return.
to be featured
to be called attention to, headlined, played up, set off, given prominence
or emphasis to, brought to the fore or highlighted
She was featured as the star of the show.
to be one’s nightmare
to be one’s worst dream, the last thing what one wants or one’s horror
This marriage is my nightmare.
to be a nightmare without an end
to be a bad or horrible experience which seems to continue
This marriage is a nightmare without an end.
to be high-strung
to be restless, too energetic, hyper, wound up, unable to sit still
He is so high-strung that he was many teachers’ nightmare.
to be unable to sit still
to be restless, too energetic, hyper, wound up or high-strung
He is so energetic that he is unable to sit still.
to be a cool hand (Luke)
to not be easily rattled, have steady nerves, be stoic
He didn't react when she slapped him. He is a cool hand (Luke).
to have an open hand
to be generous, not be stingy, altruistic, unselfish, kind or
kind-hearted
He has an open hand; therefore, he will help you.
to have a free hand

to have no control, restriction or limitation
Although he had a free hand, he did not destroy the town
which he conquered.
to be ungrudging
to be generous, free-handed, extravagant or unrestricted
He has always been ungrudging with his possessions.
to set in motion
to take the first, kick off, start the ball rolling, put the ball
in motion
He set in motion everything that you are now enjoying.
to show one's hand
to reveal or show one's plans or thinking
One should never show one's hand to their opponent.
to sit on one's hand
1.
to remain immobilized, not act, do nothing
She sat on her hands rather than take up arms and fight.
2.

to show no enthusiasm, not to applause or clap
They sat on their hands when the performance ended.

to take a hand in
to take part in, participate or partake in, involve oneself in
He took a hand in the uprisings.
to play a part in
to be a part of, participate, partake, have a say in or part in
You can not deny that you played a part in the crime.
to have a say in
to be a part of, participate, partake, play a part in, part in
Whether you like it or not, I have a say how this house runs.
to have something to do with
to have a say in, be a part of, participate, partake, play a part
in, part in

You know that she had something to do with helping him get the
organization’s endorsement.
to take in hand
to take control or charge, manage, supervise
He took the children in hand when they came to
live with him.
to hold the reins
to be in charge, manage, master, dominate, sway
I am the one who holds the reins; therefore, if you don’t listen
to me, you will have to leave.
to eke out a living
to barely survive, make do, subsist, be only maintaining body
and soul together, keep one’s head above water
I am not rich man; I only eke out a living.
to bring about
to effect, cause, start the ball rolling, bring to pass, generate,
effectuate, start
He is the one who brought about the change in our
neighborhood.
to give rise to
to effect, cause, start the ball rolling, bring about, generate,
effectuate, start, bring to pass
He gave rise to the civil rights movement in the country.
to author
to give rise to, effect, cause, start the ball rolling, bring about,
generate, effectuate, start, be the originator of
He is the author of the movement.
to be the prime mover
to be the author, cause, mover, creator or producer
I don’t know who or what was the prime mover of this
movement.

to work in concert
to work or act as one man, act in concert, work or act together
We worked in concert to get what we needed.
to pass without a ‘nay’ vote
to be unanimous, have no dissent, be all in accord or in agreement
The bill passed without a ‘nay’ vote.
to pass to a man
to pass unanimously, without a ‘nay’ vote or with no exception
The bill passed to a man.
(to have) every mother’s son involved
to be everyone, all hands and a cook, everyone with no exception,
all hands
Every mother’s son was involved in the conspiracy.
to be one’s own man
to be independent, not be dependent on anyone, not
owe any man
He is his own man; therefore, he can not be bought.
to be unhampered
to be free, be not restrained, enslaved or hampered
Now that I am divorced, I am unhampered by any
responsibilities.
to man
to people, staff, get the necessary personnel, fit out
It will not be easy to man this office. They hardly have
no one.
to people
to man, staff, get the necessary personnel, fit out
To people this organization we have to look far and wide.
to throw up one's hands
to give oneself up, surrender, put one’s hands up

His drug addiction is so strong that I throw up my hands.
to be catty
to backbite, badmouth, rundown, pull to pieces, do a hatchet
job, speak evil of
She is one of the most catty persons that I have ever known.
to season
1.
to spice, add salt and pepper, salt, pepper, pickle
I love the way that he seasons his vegetables
2.

to mature, ripen, improve, mellow
She is not yet seasoned.

3.

to make familiar, make routine, harden, toughen,
accustom, acclimatize
He seasoned us to the situation.

to spice
to season, add salt and pepper, give zip to, salt, pepper,
pickle, flavor, spice up
I hope that you do not spice the meat too much.
to spice up
to season, add salt and pepper, give zip to, salt, pepper,
pickle, flavor, spice
He really spiced up the stew. It’s delicious.
to give zip to
to spice up, season, add salt and pepper, salt, pepper, pickle,
flavor, spice
That’s really delicious. It really gives zip to the soup.
to flavor
to season, add salt and pepper, give zip to, salt, pepper,
pickle, spice up, spice
This really flavors the bread in a very surprising way.
to salt
to add salt to, season, spice, spice up

He salted the meat.
to pepper
1.
to add pepper to, spice, season, spice up, flavor
He peppered the meat to such a point that I could not
eat it.
2.

to sprinkle, fleck, speckle, dash, splash, spatter,
besprinkle, spangle
He always peppers his conversation with swear
words.

3.

to bombard, shower, pelt, salvo, hurl things at, barrage
They peppered the prime minister with extremely
difficult questions.

to pickle
1.
to flavor, season, give a zip to, marinade, spice, curry, brine
He pickled the meat in a very unique way.
2.

to preserve, can, conserve
Before, the chef would have pickled these meats.

to devil
to curry, spice up, marinade, pickle, marinade
Before cooking, she always devils the vegetables.
to be seasoned
1.
to be spiced, have salt and pepper added, be salted, peppered
or pickled
I love the way that the vegetables were seasoned.
2.

to be matured, ripen, improved or mellowed
She has not yet been seasoned.

3.

to be made familiar, made routine, harden, toughen,
or acclimatized
He was seasoned to the situation.

to be spiced
to be seasoned, have salt and pepper added, be given zip to, salted,
peppered, pickled, flavored or spiced up
The meat was spiced just right.

to be spiced up
to be seasoned, have salt and pepper added, be given zip to, salted,
peppered, pickled, flavored or spiced up
I love the way that the stew was spiced up.
to be given zip to
to be spiced up or seasoned, have salt and pepper added, be given
zip to, salted, peppered, pickled, flavored or spiced up
The soup was given zip to.
to be flavored
to be seasoned, have salt and pepper added, be given zip to, salted,
peppered, pickled, spiced up, spiced
I really love how the bread has been flavored.
to be salted
to have salt added to, be seasoned, spiced, spiced up or flavored
He salted the meat.
to be peppered
1.
to have pepper added to, be spiced, seasoned, spiced up or
flavored
This meat is peppered too much. .
2.

to be sprinkled, flecked, speckled, dashed, splashed, spattered,
besprinkled or spangled with
His conversation is always peppered with swear words.

3.

to be bombarded, showered, pelted or barraged with
The prime minister was peppered with extremely
difficult questions.

to be pickled
1.
to be flavored, seasoned, given a zip to, marinated, spiced,
curried or brined
The meat was pickled in a very unique way.
2.

to be preserved, canned or conserved
These meats have been pickled.

to be deviled
to be curried, spiced up, marinated or pickled
These vegetables have been deviled in a delicious way.
to pelt
to hurl things at, shower, barrage, fire upon, bombard,
salvo, stone
I disagree with your decision to pelt the executive with eggs.
to be pelted with
to be showered, barraged, bombarded or broadsided with,
be fired upon or at
The top executives were pelted with eggs.
to shower
to hurl things at, pelt, barrage, fire upon, bombard,
salvo, stone
The audience showered the presidential candidate with boos.
to be showered with
to be pelted, barraged, fire upon, bombard, shelled or
stoned with, be fired upon or at
He is always being showered with insults.
to barrage
to shower, bombard, stone, shower, shell, lace or rip into
The reporter barraged the official with questions.
to be barraged with
to be showered, bombarded, stoned, showered or shelled
with, be laced or ripped into
I was barraged with some many comments that I had
to run for cover.
to shell
to barrage, bombard, shower, shell, bomb
The army felt it necessary to shell the village.

to be shelled with
to be barraged, bombarded, showered, shelled
or bombed with
The village was shelled with radioactive material.
to fire upon
to shoot at, shower, barrage, fire at, bombard, bomb,
The soldiers fired upon the crowd.
to stone
to hurl or throw things at, shower, shell, barrage,
bombard
The crowd stoned the woman.
to be stoned
to have things hurled or thrown at, be showered, shelled,
barraged or bombarded with
She was stoned to death.
to be conversant with
to be familiar or acquainted with, seasoned or well-versed in
Don’t worry about him. He is quite conversant with the problem.
to well-versed in
to be conversant, familiar or acquainted with, seasoned, at
home or versed in
She is well versed in the works of the ex-president.
to be at home with
to be acquainted with, well-versed or seasoned in
She is at home with very complex legal terms.
to cut out
to remove, cut away, excise, chop or lop off
The butcher cut out the part that was spoiled.
to chop off
to amputate, remove, cut away, cut or lop off

He chopped off the part of his leg that had gangrene.
to lop off
to remove, amputate, cut away, chop or cut off
Don’t throw everything away. Just lop off the spoil part.
to have clean hands
to not be responsible, involved in, not participated in
I don't have to wash my hands; I have clean hands.
I wasn't there.
(to be that) the right hand does not know what the left
hand is doing
to not have coordination between different parts of a structure
or organization
The disorganization is beyond understanding. The right hand
doesn't know what the left hand is doing.
to dirty one's hands
to be dishonest, commit a crime, do a shameful act, soil
one’s hands
He dirtied his and son's hands with the lynching.
to soil one's hands
to dirty one's hands, be dishonest, commit a crime, do a
shameful act
He soiled his and son's hands with the lynching.
to sign over
to submit, hand over, give, give over, surrender
He signed over his company to the government.
to give a slow handclap to
to show one's disapproval of a public speaker
To give a slow handclap to a speech is to insult the
speaker.
to give one a backhander

to give a sudden, surprise hit in the face
My father gave me a backhander.
to make a poor hand at
to not be skillful or proficient at
He makes a poor hand at painting.
to rule with a strong hand
to govern or rule firmly, vigorously, severely or with a hard hand
He ruled the population with a strong hand.
to govern with a strong hand
to govern or rule firmly, vigorously, severely or with a
hard hand
He governed the population with a strong hand.
to gain the upper hand
to get or have the advantage over, be in a better,
more beneficial or favored position
He gained the upper hand.
to ruin it for everyone else
to accept with both hands
to take, grasp or accept eagerly, ardently, or
enthusiastically
He accepted his parents' help with open hands.
to go down on one’s hands and knees
to beg, plead, beseech, appeal
He went down on his hands and knees to beg for
his life.
to pass the plate
to panhandle, beg, bum, hit up, mooch
You can stop passing the plate. No one else is going
to give you money.

to panhandle
to pass the plate, beg, go, bum, hit up, mooch off of
Because sometimes I don’t have enough money, I
must panhandle.
to hustle
to sponge or mooch off of, put the touch on, hit up
He hustles anyone who comes anywhere near him.
to pass the cup
to panhandle, pass the plate or hat, beg, bum, hit up,
mooch off on
I need some money; therefore, I’m passing the cup.
to pass the hat
to panhandle, pass the plate or cup, beg, bum, hit up,
mooch off on
I need to pass the hat so that I get the money that I need.
to go from door to door
to beg, seek alms, panhandle, hit up, put the touch on
If I keep losing money, I’m going to have to go from
door to door.
to get in hand
to be master of the situation, get under control, exercise
control over, call the shots, hold all the cards
I've got everything in hand so stop worrying.
to master the situation
to control, dominate, boss, call the shots
He always want to master the situation.
to have it all one’s way
to master the situation, control, dominate, boss, call the shots
I know what you want but you can’t have it all your way.

to treat one in an off-hand way
to be lacking in respect, act cavalierly, curtly or brusquely
She treated me in an off-hand way.
to wring one's hands
to fret, worry, stay awake at nights, lose sleep over
You can't just stay there wringing your hands.
Do something.
to stay awake at nights
to wring one's hands, fret, worry, stay awake at nights,
lose sleep over
He has me stay awake at nights.
to fret over
to wring one's hands, fret, worry, stay awake at nights,
lose sleep over, stay awake at night
Stop fretting over your child and live your life.
to get a new transfusion
to get new blood, energy or new start
With him as his running mate, the candidate has gotten
a new transfusion.
to lose sleep over
to fret over, wring one's hands, fret, worry, stay awake at
nights, agonize over, brood over
It makes no sense to lose sleep over something which
you can do nothing about.
to pave the way
to ready, prepare, smooth the way for, facilitate
He paved the way for his successor.
to open the door for
to ready, facilitate, make ready, prepare the way for,
smooth the way for
Because of all the work that he did, he was able to

open the door for change.
to lead up to
to suggest, hint at, make an overture, intimate,
insinuate
It is obvious that you are leading up to something.
What do you really want to say?
to insinuate
to hint at, infer, drop a hint, intimate, give to understand
What are you insinuating? It obvious that you want
to say something.
to jog one’s memory
to refresh one’s memory, prompt, cue, remind, help one
to remember
Jog my memory. Give me a clue.
to refresh one’s memory
to jog one’s memory, prompt, cue, remind, help one
to remember
I have completely forgotten what today is. Refresh my
memory.
to feed one lines to
to prompt, cue, remind, help one to remember
She had a very hard time memorizing the script; therefore,
I had to constantly be feeding her lines.
to make a false step
to misstep, trip, stumble, make a wrong step, make wrong
or bad move
While in graduate school, I was always making a false step.
to be a false step
to be a misstep, wrong or bad move, trip, stumble
I’m sorry to say that this is a false step that you
will live to regret.

to be a false move
to be a false step, misstep, wrong or bad move, trip,
stumble
Now you can see that most definitely that decision
was a false move.
to be a blunder
to be a faux pas, gaffe, slip or mistake in propriety, breach
of etiquette, peccadillo, slip-up
This is a blunder that I will never forget.
to live down
to blunder
to make a slip or mistake, err, botch, bungle
All I can say is that I blundered rather badly.
to be a gaffe
to be a blunder, faux pas, gaffe, slip or mistake in propriety,
breach of etiquette, peccadillo, slip-up
This is a gaffe that you will not soon forget.
to be a breach of etiquette
to be a social blunder, faux pas, gaffe, slip or mistake in
propriety, peccadillo, slip-up
You must know that that statement was a breach of
etiquette.
to be a peccadillo
to be a breach of etiquette, social blunder, faux pas, gaffe, slip
or mistake in propriety, slip-up
This is a peccadillo which you will never live down.
to lay the groundwork for
to prepare, do the groundwork for, clear the way for,
smooth road for, ready, make ready
I can not thank my father enough for laying the groundwork
for me. As a result, my life has been so much easier.

to be conjectural
to be tenuous, erroneous, speculative, theoretical or
faulty
Your ideas are not supported by facts; they are only
conjectural.
to be tenuous
to be conjectural, unfounded, erroneous, speculative,
theoretical or faulty
I’m sorry but my opinion is that, at best, your ideas
are tenuous.
to be flimsy
to be weak, tenuous, somewhat insignificant or unimportant,
shallow, feeble
This is argument which you are making is flimsy.
to be only human
to have chinks in the armor, not be perfect, have feet of clay,
be fallible, imperfect or flawed
I know that you are very disappointed but never forget that
all of us are only human.
to have feet of clay
to be only human, have chinks in the armor, not be perfect,
be fallible, imperfect or flawed
In the end, all human beings have feet of clay.
to peel off one’s clothes
to remove one’s clothing, do a strip tease, strip,
disrobe
As soon as they got home, she peeled off her clothes.
to do a strip tease
to peel off one’s clothes, remove one’s clothing, strip, disrobe
As a form of foreplay, she would do a strip tease.
to undress
to get undress, remove one’s clothing, peel or take off one’s

clothes, disrobe, become nude
So that we can do the exam, you can undress here.
to get undress
to undress, remove one’s clothing, peel off one’s clothes,
disrobe, become nude
I need you to get undress so that I may examine you.
to lay bare
to reveal, expose, bring to light, disclose, divulge
She laid bare her life so all the world could see.
to peel off
to remove, peel away, strip or take off, shed
Please, peel off the label.
to be out of commission
to no longer be functioning or working, be out of
order, have gone haywire, be busted
I can’t give you a ride because my car is out
of commission.
to be busted
to be out of commission, no longer be functioning or working,
be out of order, have gone haywire, be out of whack
This machine is not going to give you your candy; it
is busted.
to have gone haywire
to be busted, be out of commission, no longer be functioning
or working, be out of order or out of whack
I have no idea what’s the matter, this car has gone haywire.
to be on the blink
to be busted, be out of commission, no longer be functioning
or working, be out of order or whack, have gone haywire
This car gets on my last nerve; it is on the blink again.

to be shot
to be on the blink, be busted, be out of commission, no longer
be functioning or working, be out of order
We’re going to have to walk; the car is shot.
to be out of place
to be unseemly, unsuitable, inappropriate, unfit, not be
right or kosher
Your words are out of place here.
to be in disrepair
to have gone haywire, be busted, be out of commission, no longer
be functioning or working, be out of order or out of whack
This truck is in such disrepair that it can not be fixed.
to be a mule
to be a drug carrier or courier, transport drugs in one’s
stomach
It is extremely dangerous to be a mule.
to take pot shots at
1.
to shoot at without aiming carefully
He didn’t care who he shot; he took pot shots at
anyone walking down the streets.
2.

to unfairly attack, criticize, knock, blast or find
fault with
As soon as he announced his candidacy, the media
took pot shots at him.

(to be) in the wake of
1.
to be owing to, because of, as a result of or as a consequence of
In the wake of his decision, the government has put out an alert.
2.

to be ensuing, following or resulting from
In the wake of your decision, you left me very little choice but
to go after you.

to be a wake up call
to alarm, warn, rouse, put on alert, ring a warning bell
Although I did not like what he said, it was indeed a wake up call

that we must not ignore.
to rouse
to be a wake up call, alarm, warn, be an alarm, put on alert, ring
a warning bell
It is time that you rouse him out of being so complacent.
to be a warning bell
to be a wake up call, alarm, warn, be an alarm, put on
alert, rouse, ring a warning bell
His behavior is a warning bell that should not be ignored.
to ring a warning bell
to be a wake up call, alarm, warn, be an alarm, put on
alert, rouse, be a warning bell
He is ringing a warning bell; therefore, you should get
ready to act.
to be self-satisfied
to be complacent, smug, pleased with oneself, like the cat
who swallowed the canary
He has no reason to be so self-satisfied.
white
ivory, snowy white, creamy, pearly, milk, milky, milk-white,
opposite of black
There are times that I like to dress in only white.
white
(more stylized synonyms) opalescent, opaline, nacreous, cretaceous,
albescent, candent
(The above words are very rarely used in everyday speech as synonyms
of white, they are more technical or high literary terms. They are like
the color white in that they are colors of iridescent luster.)
white
fair, pretty, good-looking, beautiful, exquisite, peaches and cream, wellfavored, becoming, lovely, silk, smooth

What attracted me the most was her translucent white skin. She
was so beautiful.
white
pale, wan, pale-faced, ashen, pallid, peaked, pasty, waxen, drained of
blood, bloodless, faint, anemic, livid deathlike
I knew that she wasn’t well because she looked extraordinarily white.
white
lusterless, lackluster, without color, colorless, bleached, blanched,
washed out
Over the years as a result of constant washing, all of my clothes look so
white and dull. I definitely need a new wardrobe.
white
(morally) sinless, unsullied, pure, flawless innocent, spotless, undefiled,
chaste, immaculate, unblemished, unstained, virginal, moral
Traditionally, only women who were virgins would be allowed to marry
in white.
white
(affirmative meaning) harmless, innocuous, not hurtful, not destructive,
It was only a white lie. It did not do any harm.
white
harmless, not to be feared, impotent, ineffective, manageable, weak,
feeble, powerless, inefficient, frail
white
fair, gentle, mild, soft, genteel, patrician, tender, dainty, delicate,
feminine, fine, frail, slender
white
soft, unmasculine, unmanly, pampered, effeminate, over refined, never
has gotten one’s hands dirty, never worked a day in one’s life, coddled,
spoiled, doted on
white
inexperienced, innocent, unseasoned, unhardened, credulous, ingénue

(In the above sense, white is seen more as a negative rather than a
positive. In the above, white is used to mean a person who, because of
inexperience, is easily controlled and manipulated.)
white
(informal/innocent) babe in the woods, wet behind the ears, green, cub,
novice, lamb
(In the above sense, white is seen more as a negative rather than a
positive. In the above, white is used to mean a person who, because of
inexperience, is easily controlled and manipulated.)
white
insipid, lifeless, dull, not interesting, boring, bland, jejune, tedious
He is a very nice man but do you want to marry a man who is so white
bread. Five minutes with him could make anyone go to sleep.
white
(more informal way of using white as a synonym of boring) dead, dry-asdust, blah, ho-hum, dead, flat, humdrum, G-rated
He is a very nice man but do you want to marry a man who is so white
bread. Five minutes with him could make anyone go to sleep.
white
light skinned, blond, blonde, flaxen, fair-skinned, Caucasian, persons
of European descent
white bread
1.
(disparaging and offensive) usually refers to the white middle class
who, according to some, live boring, monotonous lives in the
suburbs
white bread
2.
unexciting, tedious, bland, monotonous, dead, dull, flat, insipid
dry-as-dust, blah, ho-hum, unanimated
Intellectually, he is an excellent candidate but he is so white
bread.
white collar
1.
professional persons whose job does not require manual labor nor

the wearing of a uniform as it does of blue collar workers
white goods
household goods such as pillow cases, bed linen, towels, large household
appliances such as refrigerators, stoves and washers
white meat
1.
(before cooking) any meat which is light colored, traditionally seen
as meat from a fowl (i.e. chicken, turkey or duck)
White meat is considered much healthier than red meat (meat
from a cow or other large animal).
white meat
2.
(after cooking) dark vs. white meat of a fowl. Originally used as an
euphemism for the ‘breast’ of a fowl. Seen much more correct to
say, when asking for a piece of chicken, that ‘I would like the
white meat instead of I would like the breast.’
white meat
3.
(British) euphemism for a meatless diary product such as milk,
cheese, butter or eggs
white meat
(slang/offensive/ vulgar) a white person seen as a sexual partner
white paper
an official governmental report, usually reporting results of recent
investigation i.e. a white paper on immigration
white sale
a sale of household linens such as pillow cases, bed linen, towels, large
household appliances such as refrigerators, stoves and washers
white tie event
a formal event such as a ball or reception requiring formal attire with the
males wearing white, instead of black, bow tie with formal evening dress
Your suite is very nice but it is not formal enough. The reception is a
white tie event.
white trash
1.
(disparaging/offensive/ vulgar) a person of European descent who
is poor, a poor white person

2.

(disparaging/offensive/ vulgar) poor white persons of the southern
U.S. , synonymous to other disparaging, vulgar and offensive
terms, ‘trailer trash’ and ‘red neck’

to show one’s ivories
to shine, smile a brilliant smile, glow
The minute that he saw her she showed
his ivories.
to go blanch
to become pale, ashen or pallid
What’s the matter? All at once, you went blanch.
to blanch
to bleach, decolorize, discolor, remove the color
to bleach
1.
to blench, whiten, blanch
2.

to take out the color, decolorize, discolor, remove the color

to be a white elephant
1)
to be a possession not, or no longer, wanted by the owner but very
difficult to dispose
This chair from my parents are nothing more than white
elephants. As soon as I can I’m going to get rid of it.
to be a white elephant
2)
to be a possession which cost much more than what it is worth
and which is a great embarrassment
This building is my white elephant. It cost me an arm and a leg
and, frankly, is good for nothing.
to be white hot
to be irate, fuming, infuriated or incensed
Right now she is white hot; stay away from her.

to be white-knuckled
to be nervous, worried or terrified
White-knuckled gamblers always make me very nervous.
(to be) white lightning
to be spirits, drink, alcohol, cheap whiskey
or intoxicant
This white lightning is sure strong.
to be white-livered
to be faint-hearted, frightened, afraid of one’s own shadow
All I can say that is that he will not help you; he is white-livered.
to be the White Pages
large directory which contains the name, address and telephone number
of residents with telephones
(to be) the White House
to be the official resident and office of the president of the U.S.,
his family and his staff
This is the White House.
to bleed white
to extort, squeeze or forced to pay a great deal
of money, (country) to drain completely of resources
The gangsters will bleed the merchants white.
to bleed white
(country) to drain completely of resources
Many of the European countries bled their colonies white.
to go white
to become ashen, pallid, blench
As she was being told the news, she went white.

to raise the white flag
to give up, surrender, stop fighting
We won’t stop shooting until they raise the white flag.
to show the white flag
to throw in the towel, give up, put up one’s hands, surrender,
stop fighting, capitulate
You had no right to shoot; he rose the white flag.
to wave the white flag
to capitulate, give up, hold up one’s hands, surrender, stop
fighting, throw in the towel or sponge
Somebody is waving the white flag.
to be a white Christmas
to be a Christmas with snow
I hope that it is not a white Christmas.
to be white magic
to be magic which is considered good or not harmful
to go white
to become ashen, pallid, blench
As she was being told the news, she went white.
to swear black is white
to lie, not tell the truth or try deceive even when the truth is obvious.
She is the kind of person who is capable of swearing black is white.
two blacks don’t make a white
two wrong don’t make a right, a negative plus a negative does not equal a
positive
No matter how much you insists, two blacks don’t make a white.
to be as white as a ghost
1.
to be scared, frighten or terrified

What’s the matter? You are as white as a ghost.
2.

to be sick, pale, unhealthy looking, looking bad or pasty
You are as white as a ghost. You should go to the doctor’s.

to show one’s ivories
to shine, smile a brilliant smile, glow
The minute that he saw her she showed
his ivories.
to be pale
1.
to be colorless or hueless, be without color
The color is so pale that it no longer exist.
2.

to be flat, drab, lifless, washless
These jeans are so pale that you no longer can no longer see the

color.
3.

to be sick, drained, bloodless, unhealthy, livid or unhealthy
It’s obvious that she’s sick. She is so pale.

to be pale faced
to be sickly, bloodless, unhealthy color, colorless, without
color, drained of color or white
Why are you so pale faced? What has happened?
to be pale-skinned
being people of very light complexion
She must stay out of the sun because she
is so pale-skinned.
to be pasty
to be washed out, ghostly, pale faced, death-like
or drained
It is obvious that she is sick; she is so pasty.

food
nourishment, subsistence, daily bread, alimentation, sustenance
Many Americans eat too much food.
food (slang)
1.
grub, chow, eats
I am starving. Do you have any grub?
2.

(British slang) scoff

brain food
fish is considered the primary brain food ( because of its supposed ability
to help to make one smarter)
I don’t care that fish is brain food. I rather remain stupid than eat that.
breakfast food
food that is normally eaten at breakfast, i.e. eggs, cold cereal, pancakes
or waffles
I eat breakfast food for breakfast, lunch and dinner.
comfort food
foods which gives comfort to one, usually foods that one ate when one
was child (i.e. mash potatoes or ice cream)
When I am really distressed, I turn to comfort food.
food for thought
something to seriously think about, an idea which should not be ignored
What you said about her back has given me food for thought.
foodie
slang for a person who especially interested in buying, cooking and
eating food, food specialist, devotee of any thing that has to do with the
eating and cooking of food (especially gourmet cuisine)

It is said that San Francisco is the foodie capital of the U.S.
fast food
uniformly-made food which is cooked and eaten quickly, i.e. hamburgers,
French fries, hot dogs or fried chicken (this type of food is usually laden
or loaded with empty calories)
Fast food may taste good but it is not good for you.
fast food restaurant
restaurants which serve uniformly-made food which is cooked and eaten
quickly, (jobs in these restaurants are normally very low paying)
health food
food which is grown naturally and which contain a minimum amount of
sodium and fat, vegetables and lean meat (referred derogatorily as to be
food which does not satisfy one’s appetite)
I don’t like to eat at her house. All she serves is health food.
junk food
that food which is considered not nutritious i.e., potato chips, sweetened
cereal, sugary pastries
You are getting so fat because all you do is eat junk food.
plain food
that food which is considered simple, ordinary but hearty
When I go out to eat, I like to go to a plain food restaurant.
rabbit food
a derogatory way to refer to the food used to make a salad and to
green vegetables
I don’t want any rabbit food. I want to eat real food.

real food
in contrast to health food, a hearty meal (a meal which is loaded with fat
and protein/ a meat and potatoes meal)
What is this? I want to eat real food.
to be a foodaholic
to be a compulsive eater or glutton, to be one who can not control one’s
eating
Every time I see him he is eating. He is most definitely a foodaholic.
to be at the bottom of the food chain
to be the lowest level employee, to be the person in a company or firm
that everyone can order around
Because I am at the bottom of the food chain, I have absolutely no
power or pull here.
to go off one’s food
to have lost one’s appetite
She has gone off her food since she received the news.
bread
1.
food which is made out of different species of grain (which is
baked in an oven)
This bread is good. Where did you buy it?
2.

food in general
It was my father’s responsibility to provide the family with our
daily bread.

3.

livelihood, daily sustenance, a living, maintenance
Some people believe that the person who earns the bread, is the
person who wears the pants.

4.

(slang) money
I am stone broke. Do you have any bread?

bread and butter
1.
basic source of income or for making a living (i.e. bread
and butter job)
2.

pertaining to one’s basic needs
There is no question that these problems are bread and butter.

bread and butter issue
basic issues that are fundamental to one’s existence
This is a bread and butter issue that everyone should be interested in.
bread and butter letter
follow-up letter or note to a visit, thank you note
I have finally written that bread and butter letter that my mother
has been nagging me to do.
bread and water
the least minimum that one needs to remain alive
I would rather have bread and water to this!
bread line
a line of persons waiting in line for free food from a governmental or
private agency
I was so embarrassed when my sister saw me standing in a bread line.
bread-winner
the person in the family who earns the majority money for the family
can live
Just because you are the bread-winner, it does not mean that you
call the shots. We are equal.

to be as easy as slicing bread
to be very easy or as easy as pie
They thought that fighting this war was going to be as easy
as slicing bread.
to be the best thing since slice bread
to be exceptional, remarkable, extraordinary or excellent
This new tool is the best thing since slice bread.
to be the bread and butter of
to be the source of one’s livelihood or living
The internet is the bread and butter of many small businesses.
to cast one’s bread upon the waters
to be altruistic, humane or philanthropic
She is love because she is always casting her bread upon the waters.
to know which side one’s bread is buttered
to clearly understand on whose side one should be or where one’s
interest lies, especially economically speaking
She won’t go up against us because she knows which side her
bread is buttered.
to have one’s bread buttered on both sides
to not break a sweat earning one’s living, to have an easy comfortable
living
As the son of the CEO, he has her bread buttered on both sides.
to quarrel with one’s bread and butter
to be at odds with or in disagreement with the source one’s sustenance
or maintenance
It is not very wise for you to quarrel with your bread and butter. If you

get fired, what are going to do?

to take the break out of someone’s mouth
to deprive one of his or her ability to make a living
She knew when she turned my clients against me that she
was taking the bread out of my mouth.
Different ways to say ‘to die’
euphemistic rather than idiomatic way to say that someone is dead:
to pass away, to pass on, to give up the ghost
to draw one’s last breath, go the way of the flesh (more literal)
to pay the debt of nature, to go to one’s resting place
INFORMAL SYNONYMS
to kick the bucket, to bite the dust
to turn up one’s toes, to push up daisies
to croak, to cash in
to buy the farm, to cash in one’s chips
to meet one’s maker, to go to one’s reward
to die a death (British English)

DESCRIBE HOW ONE DIES
to die in one’s booth (to die while still one’s is active, die in battle)
to die with one’s boots on (to die while one is still active rather than as
an old man)

to go down fighting (to die fighting, to not give up, to fight until the death)
to die in bed (to die as a result of an illness or as an older person)
to meet one’s death (usually to die in an accident)
to die on one’s feet (to suddenly drop dead/ to die prematurely)
to die a hero (to die a noble death/ normally said of soldiers)
to die a pauper (to die poor)
to die happy (to have died after one has accomplished one’s goal)
to die young (to die prematurely)
to die quick (to not suffer before dying)
to die a horrible death (to suffer before dying)
to die an agonizing death
to curl up and die (said of a wounded person who could get help or an
animal)
to die in the harness (to die while one is still working, before one has
retired)
to die by one’s own hand (to commit suicide)
to die on someone (to die while in the care of someone)
to die of a broken heart (to die as a result of a failed romance/to die of
emotional distress)
to die a natural death (to die of old age)
to be shot to death
to bleed to death
to choke to death
to burn to death
to be put to death (to be executed)

DEAD
more euphemisms for ‘dead’
to be deceased or no more
to be departed, to no longer be alive
to be asleep or gone
to no longer with us

INFORMAL SYNONYMS
to be as dead as a doornail, to be as dead as a dodo
(British English) to be dead as mutton, to be a potted head
to be dead and buried (to have been dead for a long time)
to be dead and gone (to dead for a long time to the point of being
forgotten)
DEATH
the end of life
WAY OF DEATH

TO KILL
to send someone to kingdom come
to be eighty-sixed
to be finished off
DEAD (METAPHORICAL)

to be dead
to be stagnate, motionless, heavy or static
The air here is dead. Can someone please open the
door and the windows.
to be dead
to be boring, tedious or uninteresting
This party is dead; I’m leaving.
to be dead
(idiomatic synonyms) to be as-dry-as-dust, blah or dry
This place is dead. Let’s leave.
to be dead
to be depleted, worn out, fruitless, barren or unyielding
This land is dead; it can no longer be farmed.
to be dead
to washed-up, finished, no longer popular or in
As far as Hollywood is concerned, she’s dead.
to be dead
to be quiet, still, without a sound, peaceful
This place has always been dead just before the breaking of dawn.
to be in the dead of winter
to be in the middle of (the months of January and February)
In the dead of winter there is nothing to do but wait for spring.
to be a dead end job
to be a menial job in which one can not move up the ladder,
to be a job that leads to nowhere
I’m leaving because this is a dead-end job.

to be dead from the neck up
to be stupid, dumb, not very intelligent
Since she has only worked for her physical well-being,
she is dead from the neck-up.
to be a dead-beat
to be someone who is lazy, languid, dull or torpid
He is, and will always will be, a dead-beat.
to be a dead-beat
to be someone who does not pay his bills, to be
someone who is in greatly in debt
Don’t lend him another cent. He’s a dead-beat.
to be a dead-beat
(credit card industry) to be someone who pay off his
credit card bill at the end of the month (the person, therefore,
does not pay interest on the money that he borrowed)
I am proud to say that I’m a dead beat.
to be a dead letter
to be a law that is no longer obeyed, to be a law or tradition
that is now ignored
Yes, it’s true that interracial marriage is against the law; however,
that really is a dead letter.
to stop dead
to totally, completely or completely stop, to not go a step farther
The moment that I saw him, I stopped dead and stared. I couldn’t
believe that he was here.
to be dead in the water
to no longer function or work, to not be possible

Her nomination was dead in the water. She had no other
choice but withdraw her name.
to wake the dead
to be very loud or noisy
That music was loud enough to wake the dead.
to be dead meat
to be in trouble or hot water
You know that what you’ve done was absolutely wrong. As
far as daddy is concerned, you’re dead meat.
to be dead on one’s feet
to be tired, exhausted, pooped, not able to continue
I’m dead on my feet. I’m going to have to go home and get
some rest.
to be a dead ringer
to be able to be the identical twin to, to look just like
He is a dead ringer to my father. I wonder if he is
somehow related to us.
to not be caught dead
to stress or emphasize the fact that one would not, under
any circumstances, do something
Are you kidding? I would not be caught dead with him.
to be a dead silence
to be totally and completely quiet, to be without any noise
After the hurricane, it was a dead silence that was scary.
to be a dead loss
to be a total loss, to not have received any benefit at all
I got absolutely no benefits at all. As far as my part in
the deal is concerned, it was a dead loss.

to be dead set against
to be, without any question, opposed to or in disagreement with, to be
absolutely and definitely in opposition to
I am dead set against changing the rules. There’s no need to do so.
to be dead on arrival
to be a bill or plan that, even before discussions, is no longer
worth considering, to be D.O.A.
Why are we still talking about this? Her nomination was dead on
arrival.

to be dead ahead
to be straight or directly in front of one
No. Don’t go right or left. It is dead ahead. You
can’t miss it.
to be dead center
to be exactly in the center
If you don’t hit it dead center, it will not go into the hole.
to beat a dead horse
to keep arguing a point even after it is obvious that you have lost
You don’t know when to let something go. It’s over. Stop beating
a dead horse.
to beat a dead horse
to try to do what is seen as impossible, to beat one’s head
against the wall
You are only beating a dead horse. You can’t go. The answer
is no.
to be dead to the world
to be fast asleep, to be sleeping

Pete can’t come to phone right now. He’s dead to
the world. When he wakes up, I’ll tell him to give you a call.
to be a dead duck
to be in hot water, to have big problems, to be in big trouble
He is a dead duck! How could he have made such a mistake?
to not be seen dead
to stress or emphasize the fact that one would not, under
any circumstances, do something
I wouldn’t be seen dead with my mother at a party. I
would never live it down.
to be dead and buried
to be an argument, plan or fight no longer worth worrying
about or concerning oneself with
He would love to believe that their hope for a state is dead
and buried. It is not.
to be as dead as a doornail
to be quiet, to be a place where nothing is happening
This place is as dead as a doornail. Where are all the children?
TO SET
to set about
to begin or start to do, to take up, to start the ball rolling
Don’t you think that it’s about time that you set about righting
your wrong.
to set about
to launch with vigor and determination, to get a move on, to
put one’s wheel rolling, to undertake
He is the kind of person who sets about making the impossible, possible.

to set about
(British English/ informal) to attack or to assault someone
The men set about the poor men with their fists.
to set about
(idiomatic expressions which mean the same)
to kick off, to take up, to put one’s wheel the shoulder, to put
one’s hand to the plow, to start the ball rolling, to start in,
to take the plunge, to get down to it, to get to it
It’s time to set about doing what’s necessary to clean this
place up.
to set something above
to place or put someone or something above
He set the animal head above the table. I won’t go
in there until he takes it down.
to set above
to regard someone as better than, to consider as superior
or extraordinary, to put on a pedestal
He has set his son above everyone; therefore, his father will
never believe that he was capable of participating in a crime.
to set ahead
(alarm, clock or watch) to put or place at a later time
Set the clock ahead fifteen minutes. I don’t want to arrive late.
to set something against
to juxtapose, to put or place along side
I love to set my characters against a European or African scene.
to set something against
to compare, to contrast, to weigh, to balance, to juxtapose
There really isn’t an ideal solution here. You have to set the

good against the bad.
to set someone against
to incite, encourage or provoke a situation where friends
become enemies
His mother successfully set the family against his wife.
Everyone now hates her.
to set something apart
to set aside, to earmark, to reserve
You can’t use this room; I’ve set it apart. It’s to be used only
for meeting.
to set something apart
to stash, lay or put away, to keep in reserve, to keep or lay be
I have set a little money apart to pay for your wedding.
to set someone apart
to make conspicuous, stand out or be noticeable
Her size set her apart from everyone else. She is at least
a foot taller.
to set apart
to make something conspicuous or prominent when compared
to something else
The black façade set the house apart from all other houses
in the neighborhood.
to set apart
to physically move something away from something else
He set this seasons clothing apart from the other merchandise
in the store. He wanted the customer to notice the clothes as soon
as they walked in.

to set aside
to set or put apart, distinguish, earmark, set or mark off
This money has been set aside for the students who worked
on the campaign.
to set aside
to dismiss, to not think about, to put out of one’s mind
I know that there is a problem. But at least for today,
I want to set everything aside and not think about anything.
to set something aside
to reject, to brush aside or off, to kiss off, to turn thumbs down,
to turn a deaf ear to
I know that he has the power but he had no right to side my ideas
aside.
to set aside
to discard, throw out or away, lay or cast aside or annul a legal
process or decision
Congress has set aside one of the few laws which has protect the
poor for generations.
to set aside
to put out of production, to not use, to leave fallow
The farmer has set this land aside for a year. He needs
to replenish the soil.
to set something aside for someone
to put away, earmark or reserve for someone
I know that you’re going to home late. I’ve
set a plate aside for you. It’ll be in the oven.
to set something aside
to put or place something away from everything else in

order to deal with it later
I set the book aside so when I want to read it I’ll be
able to find it.
to set at odds
to set one person or one group against another
Let’s not fall into the trap and let him set us at odds.
to set back
to hinder, to impede, to get in the way of , to retard, to hamper,
thwart, to frustrate
The fire set the business back quite a bit.
to set back
(clock) to turn the hands of the clock to a prior time, opposite
of to set ahead
It is day light saving time. You have to set the clock back tonight.
to set someone back
to cost one quite a bit, to cost an arm and a leg, to have
spent quite a bit o money
This house set me back quite a bit. I’m going to have to
get another job to pay for it.
to set back
(thermostat) to adjust or put to a lower temperature
The heating oil prices have gone through the roof. At
night, to save money, to set back the thermostat.
to set back
(schedule) to not be able to finish on the date originally agreed upon
Because of so many delays, the court is going to set back the schedule.

to set one back on one’s heels
to surprise, to astound, to overwhelm, to astonish
What he said, set me back on my heels. I have ever
expected such behavior from him.
to set something back from something else
to put away from or behind something else
I like the house because it is set back from the street.
to set before
to put or place in front of
He set the plate before her and demanded that she eat.
to set something beside
to place or put next to
He set the gun beside her. He told her to use it when necessary.
to set by
to put aside or apart, to save for future use
You need to set by a little money for a rainy day.
to set great store by
to consider something as the best or the uttermost,
to see as great or exception
She has always set great store by her parents. She not
only loves them; she likes them.
to set something down
to put or write down, to put in print, to commit to writing
Even if you kill me, it won’t matter. I’ve set all the information
down and gave it to my lawyer for safe keeping.

to set something down
to record, to register, to enroll
As soon as they had entered, I had set their names down. Therefore,
at least officially, they had gone to the meeting.
to set down
to codify, to establish as a rule or principle
We have already set down a code of ethics; therefore, there
is nothing to talk about. You’re out of order.
to set some one down (British English)
to stop and allow someone to get off or out of vehicle of
transportation
The bus can not set you down until it crosses the street.
to set down
to consider, to see one as, to regard something as
I have always set him down as a fool. I now think that
I had been mistaken.
to set down
to attribute, to assign, to put down as, to lay at the
door of, to blame
I set it down to his not knowing anything about the culture.
to set down
to land or bring down (i.e. a plane or helicopter)
The tower is directing me to set the plane down here.
to set down
(horse racing) to punish a jockey for an offense or infraction by
not letting him ride in a competition
John, you have been set down. You will not be able to ride today.

to set down
to humble, to humiliate, to embarrass, to put to shame, to mortify
I have never seen anything like it. The Congress set him down in
a horrible way.
to set down
to put or lay down something that one has been carrying
Thank you for your help. You can set the bags down
over here.
to set someone down on
to sit someone down, to place someone on something
I set the little boy down on the bed in order to take off
his shoes.
to set foot in
to enter, to go into, to go inside of
I swear to you that I will never set foot in this house again.
to set forth
to give an account of, to present information about, to state,
to describe
She set forth her ideas in a clear and a concise manner.
I had no problem in understanding what had happened.
to set forth in words
to voice, to articulate, to put in words, to vocalize
It had not been easy to set forth in words all that
she had seen.
to set forth
to start or begin a journey, to leave or depart on a trip

We will set forth on the trip very early tomorrow
morning.
to set forward
to advance or put ahead the hands of a clock or watch
My father would always set his clocks and watches forward
by fifteen minutes. It was his way to always arrive on time.
to set forward
to put or move something in front of something else
I like the design of the house but I would like to set it
forward a bit. It’s too far back.
to set free
to disenthrall, let loose, untie, unfetter, unshackle,
free, emancipate, rescue
He worked hard to set free persons who were
imprisoned unjustly.
to set free from
to release or liberate from
The soldiers fought to set the kidnap victim free from
his captives.
to set in
to begin, start or come into existence
When darkness sets in that is when all the shooting begins.
to set in
(seeds or young plants) to sow, to insert, to place in, to inlay
I have set in the new roses. By Spring, the whole area
is going to be beautiful.

to set in
to begin, start or come into existence (usually a bad sign)
I knew that if complications set in, I would have to amputate
his leg.
to set in order
to put in order, to clean up the mess, to organize
Before you advise me on my life, you should set your house
in order first.
to set sleeve in (British English)
to put, place, insert or sew a sleeve into a garment
You have to be careful setting the sleeve in. It’s not
as easy as it looks.
to set something in a place
to locate or place a movie, story or play in place
I always set my books in twentieth century Western Europe.
to set something in motion
to begin or start the process
Once the leadership set the war in motion, there was no
stopping it.
to set something in something
to print or type something in
I set this entire passage in italics in order to distinguish
it from the rest of the story.
to set into
to put something into something
It had not been easy to set the window into the frame.
to set loose

to let loose, untie, free, untie, disenthrall, let go, unchain,
liberate, turn loose
I will work hard to set loose these poor animals.
to set milk
to put milk in a vessel to wait until the cream rises
Have you set milk yet?
to set milk
to curdle milk, to form curd (the thick substance that forms in
milk which is used to make cheese)
Have you set milk this morning? I need the curds to
make the cheese.
to set no store by
to play down, underestimate, underrate, not believe
Since he is not an expert on the matter, I set no
store by what he said.
to set off
to kick off, put in motion, start the wheels turning, start
off, initiate, start the ball rolling
His words set off a chain reaction which we are still
feeling today.
to set off
to cause to ignite, explode or blow up
You are the one who is responsible for the explosion since you
are the one who set off the dynamite.
to set off
to begin a journey, to depart on a trip
When we set off, it had been raining cats or dogs.
to set someone off

to enrage, to make furious or very angry
If you tell him what happen, you will set him off. He’s
not a very nice person when he’s angry.
to set someone off
to make a person either begin laughing or crying to an
excess
It was the pictures which set me off. I cried the
whole afternoon.
to set someone off
to make a person begin talking or lecturing about a
particular subject to an excess
Please don’t talk about politics; otherwise, you’ll set him off.
We will be listening to his ranting and raving all night.

to set off
to put in relief, to make prominent by contrasting it with
something else
I like how this particular shade of red set off your skin.
to set off
to make something begin to operate or function (i.e. fire or
smoke alarm)
The smoke from her cooking set off the smoke alarm.
to set on
to attack, to assault, to pounce on with the idea of attacking
The young men were set on by gang members.
to set on
(dogs) to have one’s dog or dogs attack, to sic one’s dogs on

Please don’t set your dogs on the demonstrators. They are
not breaking the law.
to set eyes on
to look at, to see, to catch sight of
When I set eyes on him, I was immediately smitten (fell in love).
to set one back on one’s feet (again)
to help a person to recuperate or get better, to help a
person become active and productive again
I can never thank John enough for helping to set me
back on my feet (again)
to set one’s heart on something
to really want or look forward to something, to work
hard to accomplish something
I really set my heart on going to France. I will be
really disappointed if I can’t go.
to set one’s hopes on
to aspire to, to hope for, to desire, to hope against hope,
to have an eye for
I have set my hopes on having a big family.
to set one’s mind on
to work for, to anticipate with great eagerness,
to be bent on
I set my mind on becoming a entrepreneur. I
will not settle for anything less.

to set one’s sight on
to aspire or aim for, have as one’s objective
I set my sight on becoming an entrepreneur.

to set on fire
to put on fire or in flames, ignite, kindle
I know that you are the person who set the fire.
to set someone on fire
to excite, to turn on, to reinvigorate, to get going,
to inspire, to electrify, to energize
Many dictators have the gift to set their populace on fire.
to set the world on fire
to inspire, to electrify, to invigorate, to excite, to enliven
I had hoped to set the world on fire. I didn’t.
to set one back
to put one in the hole, cost, run, amount to
The house set me back quite a bit. I don’t know how I’m
going to eventually afford it.
to set one right
to make someone see the real world, tell someone the
truth, disabuse, elucidate
I thought that he loved me but he eventually
set me right.
to set one straight
to make someone see the real world, tell someone the
truth, disabuse, elucidate
I thought that he loved me but he eventually
set me straight.
to set one’s heart on
to yearn, hunger or thirst for, have an eye for, care
greatly for, be bent upon, desire
He set his heart on marrying her. I hope that he can
get over this heartbreak.
to set one’s sight on
to aim for, labor for, direct, strive for, aspire or

struggle to
This time I set my sight on the stars.
to set one’s sight on more than one target
to have two primary goals or aims, be attentive or heedful of
more than one objective, hitch one’s wagon to more than star
Don’t be fooled; while he has set his sight more than target. He
wants it all.
to set store by
to think highly of, appreciate, not look down upon,
ascribe importance to
I set store by you and your partner. You
both really understand computers.
to set the table
to prepare the table to serve a meal (i.e. put
plates, knives, forks on the table)
When I lived with my family, it was my job
to set the table.
to set one’s teeth
to irritate, to try one’s patience, to vex, to discountenance,
to annoy, to incense
The very sight of him sets my teeth on edge.
to set something onto
to place or put onto
He set the dishes onto the table.
to set one’s face against
to set out
to leave from one place on a journey for some place
We’re going to set out for home. We’ve been gone long enough.

to set out
to start, begin or embark on a journey
We set out on a trip that I have been looking forward to for
many years.
to set out
to describe, explain, specify or detail in a particular order
one’s position
I’m here to set out the argument that we’re going
to present to the director.
to set out
(young plants or seeds) to plant, to sow, to seed, to inlay
I want to set out the roses.
to set out
to present, in writing, information or idea in a well-ordered way
I really appreciate how she set out her ideas for the restaurant.
I have no questions.
to set out
to undertake, try, make a try or attempt to prove
He set out to show me that New York is not only for rich people.
He succeeded.
to set out
to intend to do, have in mind or view one thing but to
end up doing something else
I set out to probe corruption not to bring down a political party.
to set out
to set apart and put out for someone
I know that you like this cake. I set out
a piece for you.
to set over

to put or place on top of or atop
He set the wood over the hole.
to set to
to make an energetic, vigorous or strenuous effort to accomplish or
do something
He made set to thoroughly clean his house. He was tired of
living in a pig sty.
to set fire to
to cause something to catch fire, to ignite and make burn
He set fire to the house.
to set someone to work
to start someone to work
I set myself to work cleaning my house from stem to stern.
to set something to work
to cause a machine to function
I am grateful that the mechanic set my car to work. He is a genius.
to set to work on something
to begin to working on something
I’m set to work on getting this house clean.
to set up
to put upright or in an upright position, to raise
Could you help me set up this chair? It’s too heavy
to pick up by myself.
to set up
to put in a high or powerful position

His father set his son up as the vice-president of the company.
to set up
to erect, construct, build
The government set up temporary shelters for the earthquake victims.
to set up
to assemble, to put together
I buy from here because the furniture is easy to set up.
to set up
to help to establish a business with money or other type of recourses
My father did help me. He set me up with enough money so
that I did not have to worry about paying the workers.
to set up (British English)
to help someone to recuperate or recover his or her health
The doctor recommended exercise and vegetables as a way
to set me up again.
to set up
(informal) to frame a person, to put a person in a position so that
he appears to be guilty for a crime that he did not commit
I know that it’s hard to believe but the leadership set me up.
to set up
to make the necessary arrangements or preparations (i.e. for
a meeting or talk)
How long is going to take you to set up for today’s meeting.
to set up
to become firm or hard as in gel, liquid or glue
Be very careful; this a glue that sets up in less than five minutes.

to set oneself up
to establish or put one self up in business or a profession
She wasn’t very successful in setting herself up as an interpreter.
to set oneself up as
to make oneself appear to be, to act as if, to pretend
He has set herself up as the policeman of the world.
to set someone up
to be prepare someone so that they laugh at a joke or gag
He was a genius in setting up the audience so that
they would not only get but laugh at his one-liners.
to set someone up
to make someone the butt of a joke, to make someone
look silly or like a fool
He thought that he could set me up so that everyone
would think that I was the one who made the noise.
to set someone up as
to help equip or establish someone so that he/she
work in a particular profession
My father is the one who set me up as a travel agent.
to set someone up with someone else
to arrange for someone to have a date or go out with someone,
to act as a match-maker
My brother is always setting me up with one of his friends. It
never works.
to set something up against
to lean, prop or put something next to or against
I would like you to set up sofa against this wall. The

colors match.
to set something up (for a particular time or date)
to prepare or arrange for something to take place
at a particular time or date
I have set up the meeting for Friday at 9:00. Does that
work for you?
to set up shop
to hang out one’s , to be open for business
My mistake was to set up business in the wrong
area of the city.
to set upon
to attack
The lions were just about to set upon the man who the
helicopter scared them off.
to set the dogs upon
to have the dogs attack someone
He set the dogs upon the demonstrators.
to set up housekeeping
to settle down and live in one’s own house (usually
with someone else)
My dream is to set up housekeeping with my boyfriend
in London.
to set up
to prepare or get ready the equipment that
one will need to perform an activity
The band is setting up so they can not be
disturbed.
to set up a course of action
to arrange or prepare how an objective is to

be achieved
It was the chief of staff who set up the course
of action so that the Supreme Court nominee
have no trouble with the Senate.
Set as a noun
set
a collection, array or group of things which make a whole or
(i.e. set of false teeth, train set)
I want to buy a racing set for my son.
set
a group or collection of things which are similar to or which
resemble one another (set of dishes or glasses, set of ideas)
This is the set that I want for my kitchen. I love the
color of the plates.
set
a group of objects that are designed to be uses together (i.e.
table set, flatware set)
I like this set of flatware.
a set
a set of books on one subject by the same author
I am glad to say that I now have the complete set of Jane
Austin’s works.
set
a collection of article in which each member is used for a particular use
(i.e. set of golf club, set of knives, chess set)
This set is incomplete. I’m taking this clubs back.
set
a television (TV set), boob tub, flat screen, telly (British English),
idiot box

I don’t like that set; it’s too big. I prefer that one.
set
(British English) the grouping of students of the same level in a subject
(in American English – track)
John and I are in the same French set.
set
a receiver, radio, crystal set, wireless (British English)
I was barely able to understand you on your set.
set
the stage, place or location where a TV show or movie is made
Who is responsible for doing the set? Nothing is ready.
set
(Theater) the backdrop, back-cloth (British English), the
background, the setting of a play
It is John’s job to do the set. I’m not worried because
he always does a fantastic job.
set
(Tennis) a part of a sporting event
A tennis game has a number of sets. You have
to win the majority of them to win the match.
set
bent, inclination or tendency of one’s mind (one’s mind set)
I don’t understand some one with such a mind set. There
is nothing that will change his beliefs.
set
a group, collection or number of songs sung by
the same singer or played by a musician in a concert or show

His set was supposed to be for forty minutes but the
audience loved him so much that it was extended.
set
a selection or group of persons with similar interests (i.e.
the jet set or the smart set), status, occupations or conventions
I wish that you would find another set of friends. Your
friends are not very good people.
set
the act of congealing, becoming firm or hard
The gelatin is set. We can eat it whenever you’re ready.
set
the styling of the hair when it is wet so that when it dries, the
hair will be in a particular style
I would like a shampoo and set.
set
the way that one has one’s body (usually in a stiff or
rigid position), one’s bearing, air, demeanor or posture
The set of his jaw indicated that he was a person who
did not easily compromise.
set (British English)
a cutting, bulb or young plant used to breed, reproduce or generate
more plant
I want this set for my garden. It should grow nicely.
set
(stamp collecting) a group of stamps that form a complete series
I finally have got the last stamp. I think this set will be worth at
least a couple thousand of dollars.
set (British English)

a young fruit that has just formed
This set looks good. I think that this is going to
be a good harvest.
set (British English)
the last coat or cover of plaster on a wall
We’re just about finished. This is the set.
set
(Australian and New Zealand) informal for a grudge, resentment,
grievance, or bone to pick
He is has a set with someone.
set aside
government contracts awarded to companies headed by persons
who ancestors had been discriminated against (i.e. African-Americans)
The U.S. government has set asides as a way to compensate for the past.
set aside
land which is not farmed so to reduce crop surpluses
This is a set aside. I get paid by the government not to farm it.
set aside
money earmarked for a particular purpose
You can’t touch this. This is a set aside for Mary’s wedding.
set back
relapse, disappointment, foil, upset, reversal, impediment
It was a setback that, quite frankly, I had not been expecting.
set phrase
a rigid and fixed group of words which has a particular or idiomatic
meaning
This is a set phrases; if you change any word, the phrase no longer
makes sense.

set up
plan, scheme or design of an organization
Frankly, I don’t like the set up. May be we could work on it together.
set up
a trick or trap intended to embarrass or capture someone
It was a set-up by the police to get the gang members.

SET (adjective)
set
fixed, unlikely to change, firm, resolute, settled
He has very set ideas. You will never change his mind.
set
agreed, decided or resolved upon, appointed, arranged
We were to meet at a set time. Both of us knew that so what happened?
set
already established, specified, prescribed, defined, lay down
There is a set number of persons who can be in the room. It
is against the law to exceed that number.
set
ready, prepared
The family is set to leave as soon as the last daughter arrives.
set

conventional, customary, normal, usual, habitual,
These are set holidays. You can not change how we celebrate them.
set
ingrained, rooted, firm, fastened
He is a person who is set in his ways. Trying to change him will be
impossible
set (cement, asphalt)
fixed, bounded, no longer be liquid or moveable
The cement is set. In a couple of hours, you will be
able to walk on it.
set (phrase)
vernacular, formulaic, predetermined
An idiomatic expression is a set phrase. You can not change or
move one word.
set (smile)
a smile on one’s face which is fixed on one’s face to hide one’s true feeling
It is obvious that that the smile that she has on her face is set.
set (rules)
bound, fastened, stationary, prescriptive, entrenched
There are those who believe that life is made up of set rules.
set (opinion)
steadfast, obstinate, resolved, immovable, bullhead
John has set opinions. You’re crazy if you think that you’re going
to change them.
set (prices)
fixed, not changeable, not negotiable

The prices in this part of the month is set. You can not bargain
with vendors.
to be set for tonight
to be ready for tonight
We are set for tonight. We intend to have a good time.
set on
to be determined, fixed, bounded to, welded to the idea of
He is set on making right what he done wrong.
two
cardinal number, the cardinal number between one and three
I will want only two, not three, pens.
two
time of the day, two o’clock, two minutes after or before
If you like, we can meet at two o’clock.
two
age, two years of age, two years old
She held up two fingers and told me that she was two years old.
two
one plus one, totaling one more than one, equivalent to the sum of one
and one
Sweetie, if you have one over here and one over there, you have two.
two
twice, two times, double, doubled, duplicate, binary
This is two times as big as I need.
two
twins, identical or fraternal twins, duplicate, set, pair

My daughter had two, a boy and a girl.
two
a couple, a set, husband and wife, boyfriend and girlfriend, one’s match
Only two people showed up and they were a couple.

two-bit
insignificant, nothing to write home about, not remarkable, worthless
He is a two-bit pick pocket. He’s not worth either the time or the
paperwork.
two-bits
twenty-five cents
I don’t have a dollar to lend you. I only got two-bits.
two-cents
to offer or give unsolicited advice, to meddle, to put one’s nose
where it does not belong
Please keep your two cents out. We don’t need your advice.
two-dimensional
flat, with no depth, having the depth of height and width only
I’m glad that they have stop making only two-dimensional cartoon.
two-dimensional (character)
a character in a book, movie or other work of fiction (or non-fiction) who
does not seem real because he is shallow, superficial and unconvincing
I hate only one or two-dimensional villains or heroes. No one is either
all good or all bad.
two-edged sword (it cut both ways)
an idea, speech, concept, event, opinion, plan, etc. that is good and bad

It’s both good and bad. It is a two edged-sword. It all depends on who
and where you are if you are for or against it.

two-faced
deceitful, not trust worthy, Machiavellian, sneaky, crooked
He is so two-faced. You can not believe a word that he says.
two-faced
hypocritical, insincere, false, one who talked out of both side of his/her
mouth
Yes, he did horrible things but, at least, he was honest about his
intention. He
has not been two-faced like many powerful people.
two-fer
to pay for one but to have the benefit of two
Because it is a two-fer, I can take both kids to dinner. I
only have to have the money for one of the meals.
two-fingers (British English)
the v-sign for victory
Before he walked away, he held up two-fingers.
two-fisted
tough, aggressive, no-nonsense, vigorous, strong
He gave a two-fisted defense.
two-fisted drinker
a hard drinker, one who drinks a lot and who drinks hard liquor
I don’t think that he is an alcoholic but he is a two-fisted drinker.
two-handed
requiring two, rather than, one hand

You can’t do that using just one hand; this is is a two-handed machine.
two handed
a job which requires two people to complete
This machine can not be operated alone. This is a two-handed saw.
two-hander (British English)
a play for two actors
In American English, a play for two actors has no special name.
The word two-hander has no meaning.
two-headed
ruled by two, rather than by one, person
This is a two-headed company; we both are the boss. You
don’t tell me what to do.
two-head household
a home run by two persons (traditionally a household run by
a husband and wife or mother and father)
In some communities, a two-headed household is very rare.
two-horse
a competition or race in which one of two horses are expected to win
This is a two-horse race.
two-legged
have only two legs
This is the two-legged versions of the species. Normally,
these type of bugs have many legs.
two pence (British English)
the sum of two pence
I have a two pence.
twopenn’orth (British English)

something that is worth or cost two pence
I would like twopenn’orth.
twopenny-halfpenny (British English)
unimportant, not worthy of either respect or consideration, something
or someone who should be ignored
He’s a twopenny-halfpenny president who should step down.
two-piece suit
a less formal suit than a three-piece suit, a suit which contains
a pair of pants and a jacket
What I need is a two-piece suit. A three-piece one would be much
too formal.
two-sided
both side, bifacial, double-sided
I need a two-sided copier. I need to copy on both sides of the paper.
two-sided
having two parts, bilateral
This is not a one-sided issue. There is two-sided. There is not only
a pro (there is also a con).
two-some
two people together, a couple
They are a two-some. I don’t want to go to the party with them.
two-timer
a person who has intimate relationships with two people at
the same time
He has always been a two-timer. I don’t know why you are surprised.
two-way mirror
a mirror in which one can observe without, in return, being observed
This is a two-way mirror. He can’t see you.

two-ways
both ways, not just one way
Didn’t anyone ever tell you that love goes two-ways? You can
not only take but you must also give.
two-way street
a street which allows movement in both directions
Even though this is a rather small street, it is two-way.
to be two of a kind
to be the same, equal, similar, not much of a difference
He is just like his father. You know that they are two
of a kind.
to put two and two together
to finally figure out something, to solve a problem
It took time but I finally put two and two together. He
is the one who stole the money.
two’s company, three’s a crowd
said when a couple wants to be alone
I would love to go but not with my brother and
his girlfriend. You know what they say. Two’s company,
three’s a crowd.
… that makes two of us
I agree with you
That makes two of us. I don’t want to go either.

These are expressions, mostly British and Australian, which did not
make it in Understanding and Speaking British. You will definitely
find some repeats but since this is a potpourri ….
Note: Many of the expressions in this section may be considered
inappropriate by any one under the age of 18

Supplement One:
count nouns
a baby giraffe (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
half pint of beer
a backbone
1.
fortitude, courage, guts
When are you going to grow a backbone?
2.

principles, character
She has a backbone; therefore, she is someone you can trust.

3.

stamina, resolve, firmness
I respect him because think what you like, he has a backbone.

a back-breaker
a very difficult job or chore
I don’t know if I can do this; no one can. It is a back-breaker.
a back door
to be done in secret, under the table, in the dark,
or far from everyone's view
By anyone's definition, this is a back door deal.
a backhanded compliment
1.
to be a remark that appears to be a compliment but
in reality is an insult
I am not stupid; that was a backhanded compliment.
a backhander (British English)
kickback, hush money, pay off, money given illegal

That was a backhander; therefore, I want none of it.
a backroom
the place where secret deals are made or brokered
Do you have a backroom? We can talk there.
a backroom deal
an illegal or underhanded business or political transaction
They made a backroom deal.
a backscratcher
a person who exchanges a favor for a favor (can be illegal)
He is not ashamed that he is a backscratcher.
a back seat driver
to try to control something which is not one's responsibility
Stop being a back seat driver in your son's life. He is a man.
Let him be a man!
a backslapper
a person who is friendly in order to get or accomplish something
Although he seems nice; he is nothing but a backslapper.
a bad actor
to be a bad person
a badass
an aggressive, dominant or fearless male
Because he belongs to a gang, he think that he is a badass.
a bad break
a piece of bad luck
What a bad break! Maybe you can make it next week.
a bad egg
born bad, innately bad, bad seed
There was nothing you could have done to help

him. He is a bad egg.
a bad feeling
to have qualms, have a funny feeling, misgivings, bad vibes,
have an odd feeling
I don’t want to do this; I have a bad feeling.
a bad hair day
a day which nothing goes right
I’m having a bad hair day. I think I should just give
up and go home.
a bad nigger
a black man who is greatly respected and/or feared
That is a bad nigger. I would not mess with him.
a bad penny
to be bad through and through
He will never change. He’s a bad penny.
bad seed
being born bad, being innately bad
There was nothing you could have done to help
him. He is a bad seed.
baddie
the villain, heavy or fiend in a film
I can’t believe that he is a baddie in the movie. He normally plays
the goodie.
a bag
1.
a woman’s handbag
Have you seen my bag?
2.

baggage
I think that the airline lost my bag.

3.

an ugly woman
She’s a bag. What are you doing with her?

4.

insulting way to refer to one’s wife
I left the bag at home.

a bag
a small portion of drugs sold by a drug deal
How much is a bag?
a bag job
theft or robbery of files
It was a bag job by someone in the company.
a bag lady
a older or old homeless woman who keeps all her belongings
in shopping bags
Her greatest fear was that she was going to be a bag lady.
a bag man
a person whose job it is to pick up money which has been
extorted or gotten by force
I’m only a bag man. If you have any problems with paying the
money, I’m not the person to talk to.
a bag of bones
derogatory term for a very thin or skinny person
She's nothing but a bag of bones.
a bag of nerves
to be a very nervous, timid or tense person
She has always been a bag of nerves.
a bag of tricks
techniques that one uses in order to achieve one’s goal
To win the election, he has quite a bag of tricks.
a bag of wind
to be a person who brags or boasts a lot
You can not believe him; he’s nothing but

a bag of wind.
a bag puncher
a fighter
a bag woman
a older or old homeless woman who keeps all her belongings
in shopping bags
Her greatest fear was that she was going to be a bag woman.
a ball
a testicle
a ball
a good time
I had a ball last night.
ball
baseball
Let’s play some ball. I need the exercise.
a ball breaker
1.
a person who emasculates, or who constantly humbles a male
to humiliate him
She is a ball breaker because she hates men.
2.

a very difficult job or chore
I don’t know if I can do this; no one can. It is a ball-breaker.

a ball buster
1
an extremely difficult problem
This math problem is a real ball buster.
2.

used to describe a woman who uses her power to humiliate others,
especially but not exclusively males
I wouldn't take her class. She's a ball buster.

a ball game
a baseball game

I went to a ball game last night.
(a) ball and chain
negative way to refer to one’s wife
Where’s your ball and chain? She didn’t come
with you?
a ball of fire
an exceptionally motivated and positive person
I love being around him. He’s such a ball of fire.
ball park
place where baseball is play
Let’s go to the ball park this afternoon.
ball wracker
1.
a person who emasculates, or who constantly humbles a male
to humiliate him
She is a ball wracker because she hates men.
2.

a very difficult job or chore
I don’t know if I can do this; no one can. It is a ball-wracker.

a balloon
used to show speech in a comic strip
a baker’s dozen
thirteen (a normal dozen is twelve)
I like going to that bakery. The clerk always gives me a baker’s dozen.
a banana
a penis
a banana
a crazy, demented or mentally unbalanced person
a banana
an Asian person (yellow on the outside but white
on the inside / for Blacks see ‘oreo’, for Mexican see ‘bolillo’)

a band-aid
a temporary remedy or solution
This is nothing but a band-aid. You’re only putting off the problem.
a bang-up job
to be an excellent or fantastic job
You did a bang-up job. Congratulation!
a bankroll
a large roll of money
He had a bankroll big enough to choke a cow.
a Barbie Doll
a woman who is pretty but dumb, who woman who
is dead from the neck up
Yes, she is beautiful but she is also nothing but a Barbie Doll.
a barbie (Australian English)
a barbeque
a barf bag
a sturdy paper bag in which can vomit (normally can be found in
airplanes)
a barfola
an unattractive college woman
a bargirl
a woman who works in a bar
a bar hopper
a person who go from bar to bar, drinking in each
I don’t like going out with him. He’s a bar hopper.
a barnburner
exciting, not knowing what is going to happen, thrilling
His reelection is expected to be a barnburner.
a barney (British English)
a nosey quarrel, loud argument

They had a barney this morning that was rather nasty.
a barrel of laughs
(usually used in the negative)source of enjoyment, pleasure or
amusement
Right now I would not say that life was a barrel of laugh.
a barrow (British English)
two-wheeled cart used by street vendors to sell their wares
basket (British English)
euphemism for bastard
a basket case
to be unable to deal or cope with a situation, to be helpless
Right now she can’t help anyone; she’s a basket case.
a bastard
a creep, rat, dog, incorrigible
By anyone’s definition, John is a bastard.
a bean
derogatory and insulting term for someone from
Mexico, Mexican-American, Chicano or Latino
a bean counter
a person, normally an accountant, who is overly
concerned with controlling the budget
He is a bean counter; therefore, he will
stop wasteful spending.
a bean eater
derogatory and insulting term for someone from
Mexico, Mexican-American, Chicano or Latino
a beaner
derogatory and insulting term for someone from
Mexico, Mexican-American, Chicano or Latino

a beano (British English)
a party
a bean pole
a very skinny person
a bear
1.
a very disagreeable person,
2.

someone in very bad or sour mood
It’s Monday morning; therefore, he’s a bear.

a bearded clam (British English)
vulgar term for a woman’s sexual organs
a beaver (British English)
vulgar term for a woman’s sexual organs
a beast (British English)
an ugly woman
She’s a beast. Get rid of her.
a beat down
a beating by a street gang
He got a beat down that sent him to the hospital.
beef bayonet (British English)
playful but somewhat vulgar term for a penis
a beefcake
a handsome muscular male who is not very intelligent
a bell (British English)
a call, telephone
When you get time, give me a bell.
bender

drinking binge or spree
bender (British English)
a gay male (short for a gender bender/should be used with care)
berk (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
a woman’s sexual organs
a Bible-banger
a fundamental Christian preacher who always quote the bible
a Bible-banger
a fundamental Christian preacher who always quote the bible
a biffa (British English)
a woman who appears male-like
a big cat
a lion, tiger, cheetah or other animals who belong
to the family Felidae.
a big cheese
a very important person
He’s a big cheese around here.
a big fish in a small pond
the most important person in a small
organization, place or town
Anybody can be a big fish in a small pond.
a big head
to be self-worshipping, puffed up or conceited
He has such a big head that I can not stand to be around him.
a big gun
a powerful, formidable or influential person
I would not go up against him; he is a big gun in
the field of music.

a big hitter
to be a person who is very important, of great consequence or
import
He is a big hitter in the Republican Party. I would treat him
with great respect.
a big mouth
braggart, blowhard, peacock, boaster
He has a big mouth. He loves to go around tooting his own horn.
a big nose
to concern oneself with the affairs or business of another
Be careful, she has a big nose, always sniffing around looking
for info.
a big shot
an influential or important person, being a person
who carries a lot of power
He might think he is a big shot but he's not.
a big tent
(political) political party that is tolerant of divergent views
Both Democrats and Republicans claim that their party is a big tent.
a big ticket item
an expensive or costly article such as a car, a washing machine
or boat
This is a big ticket item; therefore, it is going to cost you a lot.
a bimbo
an sexually attractive woman who’s not very intelligent
She’s a bimbo.
a bird (British English)
1.
woman

She’s a bird that I would love to know.
2.

girlfriend
I’ve got to call my bird.

a bird
an eccentric, strange or eccentric person
She has always been an odd bird.
a birdbrain
1.
a fool, stupid or not the brightest person
She is such a birdbrain.
2.

a person who is flighty or frivolous
He is a birdbrain who changes her mind on a dime.

3.

a person who is backward, simple, dull or empty-headed
Don’t even doubt that he is a birdbrain.

a bird’s eye view
a broad, quick, general or superficial perspective or understanding
I can’t really give you an opinion; up until now I have
had only a bird’s eye’s view of the property.
a bitch
1.
annoyance, a pain in the neck, hassle, both
This job is a real bitch. I don’t know if I can do it.
2.

a woman who complains, protests or is not accepting
She is a bitch from hell. Nothing is good enough for her.

3.

a woman who is in a bad mood or angry

What a bitch!
4.

weak, feeble, not strong, cowardly, yellow
He is a bitch; therefore, he can not be counted on.

5.

a very difficult job or chore
I don’t know if I can do this; no one can. It is a bitch.

a bitch-box
public-address system
Get off the bitch-box and deal with this emergency.
a bitch kitty
disagreeable, argumentative or malicious woman
Nice?! She is a bitch kitty.
a bitch session
a meeting where people get together to complain, squawk or
gripe
I didn’t know that this was going to be a bitch session.
a bitch slap
to smack someone in the face in order to humiliate that person
What you need is a bitch slap.
a blabbermouth
having a big mouth, talk too much, have diarrhea of the mouth
She is a blabbermouth who can not keep a secret.
a black eye
a discoloration of the skin around the eye as a result
of a blow
I should not have hit him because now he has a black eye.

a blamestorming (British English)
a meeting whose sole purpose is to assign blame on a
mistake which has been made
I thought that we were here to talk. I didn’t know that
this was a blamestorming.
a blighter (British English)
rogue, creep, ne’er-do-well,
a blockhead
1.
a dunce, lightweight or fool
He is a blockhead who really does not understand.
2.

a chump, sap or schmuck
He is a blockhead who does not think before acting.

a bloke (British English)
general term for a male (especially a stranger)
Who’s that bloke?
a Blood
a member of the street gang, The Bloods (initially only in California)
He’s a Blood; therefore, he’s cool.
bloodhound
to be a person who is resolute in the way that he pursues, searches after
or hunts down his victim
He is a bloodhound. He will not give up until he founds what he’s
looking for.

a bloodletting

violent killing or wounding of people during a conflict
Ever so often, Europe seems to need a bloodletting.
blood money
money given or received in return for betrayal
I hope that betraying your own brother is worth the blood money.
a blood sucker
a parasite, bleeder, sponger, moocher, freeloader
He is nothing but a bloodsucker.
a bloody idiot (vulgar/British)
to be a damn imbecile, stupid or dumb
He is such a bloody idiot!
a blower (British English)
a telephone
Can you get me Billy on the blower.
a blow
to be a shock, stroke of bad luck or ill fortune
The news was a blow.

a blow job (British English)
oral sex (male)
I only have a blow job.
a blue
(historical) to be a person in the Union Army during
the American Civil War

My father was a blue.
a blue
a policeman
When a blue arrives, I’m on my way.
a Blue (British English)
supporter of the Conservative Party
You’re wasting your time with her. She’s a Blue.
a blue (Australian/ New Zealand English)
an argument, disagreement, clash, fall out
We had a big blue last night.
blue (Australian/ New Zealand English)
a mistake, blunder or error
That was a big blue.
a blue (British English)
to be a fan or supporter of Oxford (dark blue) or
Cambridge (light blue) at the different sport games

a blue baby
(Pathology) cyanosis: a bluish coloration from the skin caused
by lack of oxygen in the blood
A baby born with cyanosis is called a blue baby.
a blue and white
police car in New York
There is a blue and white on the corner. Has
something happened?

a blue-blood
to be a person who is of very high social position
You may think that the you are a blue-blood but
the joke is on you.
blue chipper
the best, excellent, outstanding, first rate
(especially in the area of sports)
He is a blue chipper. No one can out run him.
blue coat
policeman
a blue collar ballet
professional wrestling
a blue collar neighborhood
(U.S.) lower to middle-middle class neighborhood predominated
by persons who work in industry
Many blue collar neighborhoods are
very conservative.
a blue collar worker
1.
to be a worker who is paid by the hour rather than a salary
She is a blue collar worker who must work around the clock.
2.

to be a worker who wears a uniform and who does physically
difficult i.e. machinist or construction worker
To be a blue collar worker is not to necessarily earn
a minimum salary.

a blue-dog Democrat
to be a conservative Democrat. Such persons usually vote with the
Republicans. (U.S. politics)

Many blue-dog Democrats have changed to the Republican party.
a blue-eyed boy (British English)
to be one’s fair-haired boy, favorite, preference or the
apple of one’s eye
He is the boss’ blue-eyed boy. He can do no wrong.
a blue-hair
an elderly woman
I felt that I was being invaded by a bunch of blue-hairs.
a blue hell (British English)
to be a trying, difficult, tough or demanding situation
My marriage was a blue hell, pure and simple.
a bluejacket
informal term for a sailor in the navy
a blue joke
to be an indecent, off-color or risqué joke
You should be careful where you tell a blue joke.
a blue law
one of the laws in the U.S. which forbid department stores and
liquor shop being opened on Sunday
Because of the blue laws, it is dead downtown on Sunday.
All the stores are close.
a blue-light special
a bargain, special or good deal
I bought the purse here. There was a blue-light special.
a blue Monday
any Monday because it is the first day of the week after the
weekend (blue in this context means depressing)

This is an especially blue Monday because it is also
cold and rainy.
a bluesman
to be a musician who plays the blues
Most of the great bluesmen had hard and difficult lives.
a blue movie
a movie which risqué, indecent, obscene, dirty or vulgar
This is a blue movie; therefore, I would not take a minor to see it.
a blue murder (British English)
total, shattering, utter, complete or absolute defeat
It was a blue murder. The score was five to zero.
a blue nose
to be queasy, overnice, overdelicate
She is a blue nose who gets upset quickly and easily.
a blue nose
puritanical, strait-laced or prudish, austere
She is a blue nose who is always looking down on everyone.
a Bluenose (Canadian English)
a person from Nova Scotia
a blue-stocking (British English)
a woman who is more interested in her books
(studies) than in romance
She is nothing but a blue-stocking.
a blushing bride

to be a virgin who is about to get married, be a virgin bride
She is a blushing bride who has no idea what marriage is.
a bo-peep (Australian and New Zealand English)
a quick look
a boat race (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
face
Her boat that only a mother could love.
a bobble hat and scarf (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
a laugh
a Bobby
a policeman
a bolillo
an Asian person (yellow on the outside but white
on the inside / for Blacks see ‘oreo’, for Asians see ‘banana’)
a bolt from the blue
to happen suddenly and without any warning
His resignation was a bolt from the blue.
a boom box
a large portable radio
That is a nice boom box. Where did you get it?
a bomb (a movie or book)
bad, below standard, second rate or no good
This movie is a bomb. How could he have
made it.

a bombshell
1.
a great surprise or shocker
What she said was a bombshell.
2.

to be an extremely attractive and sexy woman
She’s a real bombshell.

a bone-on
an erection
a bone shaker
to shoot craps, to gamble, bet or wager on dices
I wouldn’t trust him with my money. He’s nothing
but a bone shaker.
a bone shaker (British English)
a old car which shakes because of its poor suspension
I don’t like riding in his car; it’s a bone shaker.
a bone to pick
to disagree or argue with someone
I think that we are going to have a problem.
I have a bone to pick with you.
a bone yard
cemetery
This is the bone yard where all my family is buried.
a boo-boo
to be a blunder, mistake or slip-up
That was a boo-boo.

a boob
not very intelligent, a chump or sap
I can’t believe that you did that. All I can say
is that you are a boob.
a boob
breast of a woman
This boob is bigger than that one.
a bookie
to be a person who takes bets
If you want to make a bet, call John. He’s a bookie.
a bookmaker
to be a person who takes bets
If you want to make a bet, call John. He’s a bookmaker.
a bookworm
always reading or having one’s nose in
a book
Because he is a bookworm, he never goes out and socializes.
a bootlegger
illegal seller and distributor of CDs
He’s quite a bootlegger. He even has music that is hard to find.
a bootlicker
toady, brownie, bootlick, fawner
Because he is a bootlicker, he has risen high in the corporation.
a booty
(usually a woman’s) behind, bottom or derrière

booty call
sexual rendezvous, sexual intercourse
bootylicious
a woman who sexually attractive
a boozehound
a person who drinks too much, to be an alcoholic
You know where he’s at. Because he’s a boozehound, he’s in the bar.
a boozer
an alcoholic, heavy drinker, hard drinker
He is a boozer who is going nowhere.
boss
1.
the person in charge (in a job)
He’s a boss in a start up.
2.

the person in charge of a situation or group
Although he is the boss of the group, it does not mean
that he’s my boss.

3.

cow

a boss-cocky (Australian and New Zealand English)
1.
a farmer who employs field hands
2.

a person in authority

bossy
cow or calf

a bossyboots
a domineering, bossy or authoritarian person
She is such a bossyboots that she is hard to stand.
a bottle blond
a person who has dyed his or her hair blond
She is not a natural blonde. She is a bottle blonde.
a bottle boy (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
offensive/insulting term for a gay male
a bottle party (British English)
a party where each guest bring a bottle of alcohol
a bottler (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
someone who has lost his nerves
a bottom feeder
to be of very low social status and who survives by any means possible
Many people consider lawyers and used car salesmen as bottom
feeders.
a boulder holder (British English)
1.
a bra
2.

jockey strap

a bounder (British English)
a rogue, scoundrel, incorrigible, creep
bovver
violent disorder, fighting, hooliganism
bovver boys
hooligans, skin-heads

box
T.V.
You sit in front of that box all day long.
box
vagina
box of birds (Australian and New Zealand English)
happy, contented, like a pea in a pod, satisfied
a braggart
a boaster, loud or big mouth, windbag or swagger
He has always been a braggart.
Brahms and Liszt (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
drunk
a brain
to be very intelligent or smart
No wonder he got into Harvard; he is a brain.
a brain-drain
the leaving of the educated class to another city or country
There’s a brain-drain happening.
a brass (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
prostitute
a brat
a spoiled child, an unruly or ungovernable child
What a brat!

a bread knife (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
wife
a bread line
a line of persons waiting in line for free food from a governmental or
private agency
I was so embarrassed when my sister saw me standing in a bread line.
a bread-winner
the person in the family who earns the majority money for the family
can live
Just because you are the bread-winner, it does not mean that you
call the shots. We are equal.
a break
a rest, a pause, temporarily not working
Let’s take a break for ten minutes. When we come back
we’ll be more refreshed.
breakdown
(mechanical) to no longer function or operate
I had a breakdown on the way here. That car
always gives me problem.
break up
separation, divorce, parting of ways
The break up was especially nasty.
a breather
pause, rest, stopping for a minute or two to rest
If I don’t take a breather, I’m going to start making
mistakes.
a breeze
easy, not at all difficult
The exam was a breeze.
a brew (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)

1.

a cup of tea

2.

a pint of beer

a brick short of a load (British English)
1.
to not be the most intelligent person, stupid, dumb, backward
He’s nice but frankly he is a brick short of a load.
2.

crazy, mentally unbalanced, not all there, not totally sane
Stay away from him. He is a brick short of a load.

a brick
a kilogram of tightly compact marijuana in the
form of a brick
a brick shithouse
a well-built woman with big breast
She’s built like a brick shithouse.
a Brit (British English)
a resident of the United Kingdom
The Brits sometimes see themselves superior to everyone else.
a bro’
a black man
He’s a bro’ that you can trust.
a broad
an insulting term for a woman
Who’s that broad?
a Bronx cheer
a loud boo or any other expression of derision
They gave her performance a Bronx cheer.
broomie (Australian English)
brose (Scottish English)

a brother
a black male
He’s a brother who you can trust.
a brown noser
sycophant, apple polisher, brown-nose, bootlicker,
arse licker (British English)
a brownie point
a point of approval that one gets from one’s boss as
a result of trying to please or accommodate him
Good, for all that you got a brownie point.
a bruiser
a fighter who hurts his opponent
Be careful with him. He’s a bruiser.
a bubba
a white Southern male
He’s a bubba and he’s proud.
a bubble brain
stupid, dumb, not the smartest person
She’s pretty but also a bubble brain.
a bubble butt
to have a large backside, to have a derrière
shaped like a large bubble
She’s pretty and has a beautiful body. She has
a bubble butt.
a bubble head
stupid, dumb, not the smartest person
She’s pretty but also a bubble head.
a buck
1.
a dollar

Do you have a buck?
2.

a sexually attractive, independent, young male
I have never seen such a buck like him before

bud
friend, sidekick
He’s a bud so I don’t want to hear anything about him.
buddy
friend, pal, sidekick, marrow (British English)
Since we’ve been buddies, we haven’t had problems.
a buff
a devotee, fan or aficionado
He’s a movie buff. He goes at least three times a day.
a buffoon
to be a jester, clown, or jokester
Stop being such a buffoon and take this class seriously.
a bug
a secret microphone planted in one’s home or phone
to eavesdrop on one’s conversation
I think that there is a bug in my house.
a bug in one’s ear
a subtle suggestion or hint
He put a bug in my ear that she was not really
my friend.
a bugger (British English)

a male who engages in anal sex

a bugger (British English and North American English)
1.

cheeky, impudent, insolent or sassy

2.

rogue, bum, good-for-naught, louse, stinker

a bumhole engineer (British English)
offensive and vulgar term for a gay male
a bull bitch
a derogatory term for a female with obvious masculine traits
a bull dagger
a derogatory term for a lesbian who appears more male than female
a bull dyke
a derogatory term for a lesbian
a bull in a china chest
to be clumsy or awkward person
I don't like to take him with me; he is like a
bull in a china chest.
a bull session
a meeting where persons complain and express their feeling
I did not know that this was going to be a bull session.
a bull shit artist
someone who is able to talk anyone into anything
I don’t believe anything that he says. He’s a bull shit artist.

a bull shooter
a person who boast and brag
a bull’s eye
1.
a target, circle, mark, point
See if you can hit the bull’s eye.
2.

victim, laughingstock, fool
He has always been a bull’s eye.

a bully
a person who uses force and violence to cow, cower or intimidate
He’s a bully.
a bully boy
a male who intimidates
a bum
a person who does not work and who lives off of others
He’s nothing but a bum.
bum (British English)
one’s backside or anus
a bum fuck
anal sex
bumboy (British English)
young homosexual male prostitute
bumfluff (British English)
to be the first beard for an adolescent male

a bum rap
a fake charge, to be set up for a crime that one has not committed
He spent years in prison on a bum rap.
a bum steer
erroneous advice or instruction
I trusted him but he gave me a bum steer.
a bum’s rush
ejection of a person from a public place
a bummer
a disappointment
What a bummer! I thought that he was my friend.
a bun
one’s backside or buttocks
bun (British English)
profit earned or made by someone else
a bundle
a lot or a great deal of money
He won a bundle.
bundu (South African)
the wilds
bunk
nonsense, trash
What he said was nothing but bunk.

bunny fuck
very quick sex
bunny boiler
bunny chow
a buppie
a black yuppie (young urban professional)
a ‘burb
suburb
I live in one of the ‘burbs near New York.
a burn (British English)
a cigarette
a busy-body
being someone who minds other people's business
Be careful what you say; she's a busybody from way back.
a butch
a woman who has masculine traits or characteristic
To call a woman a butch can be very insulting.
a butt of joke
victim or on the receiving end of a joke, laughingstock
He walked away because he does not like to be a butt
of a joke.
a cabbage (British English)
offensive term for a person who is mentally impaired

a cabbage (British English)
1.
offensive term for a person who not very intelligent or dull
2.

offensive term for someone who is brain dead or in a coma

3.

offensive term for a person who leads a dull, uninteresting or
boring life

a cabby
a cab driver
He was not a very nice cabby.
a cachet
to be important, prestigious, prominent, carry weight
Even though as a reporter she has a lot of cachet, she
could do nothing to help me.
a cack-hander (British English)
a derogatory term for someone who is left-handed person
caff (British English)
a café
a call girl
prostitute (her clients are usually business men/ regular clients)
a can of worms
a mess, trying situation, predicament, embarrassment
This situation is most definitely a can of worms.
a cancer stick (British English)
a cigarette
a caner (British English)

a person who overindulges in drugs or alcohol
a cap
restriction, check, limit
The senate will not agree to put a cap on gasoline prices.
a card shark
to be a card player who pretends that he does
not know how to play
Don't let those innocent eyes fool you. She's a real
card shark.
carpet muncher
offensive and vulgar term for a lesbian
carpet muncher
a person who performs oral sex on someone,
to perform cunnilingus
casey (British English)
a leather football
a cash cow
a product which is a dependable source of income,
to be the money-making product of a business
This is a cash cow. It makes more money than
everything combined.
a cast-iron stomach
to be able to eat anything without getting sick or disgusted
He’ll eat it; he has a cast-iron stomach.
a cast of the dice
chance, heads or tail, happenstance, fortune

Life is nothing but a cast of the dice.
a Cavalier
a uncircumcised penis
cat
1.

(used only for women) backbiter, spiteful, malicious, mean,
avenging, vengeful, cruel, hateful, bitter, sardonic, venomous
You must be very careful. She is a cat and her goal is to hurt.

2.

(used only for women) someone not to be trusted with secrets, to
be a malicious gossip, rumormonger, gossipmonger, busybody,
gossiper or blabbermouth
Because she is a cat, any information that you give her will be
known by everyone in moments.

cat
(used only for a man/ also known as a ‘tom’ cat) a male who had many
sexual affairs, woman chaser, lady killer, gigolo, Don Juan
a cat
(old slang for/usually used only for a male) man, dude, guy, fellow,
young man, pal, joe, pops
a cat nap
a short nap, sleeping for a short period
I always take a cat nap every afternoon.
a catch
being a fine point which can change everything, a trick or a trap
I know that he said that he would help us but I don’t trust
him. He never helps anyone. There must be a catch.
a Catch-22
caught in a contradictory situation, between the devil

and the deep blue sea, between a rock and a hard place
It is a Catch-22. No matter what I do, I’m wrong.
a catch in one’s voice
to pause while one is speaking as a result of being moved, upset or
on the verge of tears
What is the matter? Why do you have a catch in your voice?
(also: to have a catch in one’s throat )
a catchy tune
a song which is easily remembered, to be a memorable or
unforgettable melody
It is such a catchy tune that I can’t get it out of my head.
a catchy phrase
a repeatedly or widely used phrase which attracts arouse a lot of
attention
Every presidential candidate tries to have at least one catchy phrase.
a chap (British English)
man, guy
Who’s that chap over there?
charlie (British English)
a fool, idiot, numbskull
a charlie horse
a cramp in one’s legs
a charver (British English)************
1.
a teenage male
2.
derogatory way to refer to a lower-class, urban male who wears
brand-name

sportswear
chav (British English)
young, brash, poorly-educated, lower-class person who wears
imitation designer clothes and vulgar large jewelry
chavette (British English)
young, brash, poorly-educated, lower-class person who wears
imitation designer clothes and vulgar large jewelry

a Chas ‘n’ Dave
a shave

(British English/ cockney rhyming slang)

a cheapskate
not like to spend money, thrifty, skinflint
He is a cheapskate who will not spend a penny.
a checkered record
a past which is both good and bad
All countries have a checkered record. There
is no country which have not committed atrocities.
a cheeky chappy (British English)
a light-hearted way to refer to an impudent or brassy attractive
person or a cute animal

a cheeky fellow (British English)
imprudent, arrogant or brassy person
He is a cheeky fellow who should control his mouth.
a cheeky monkey (British English)
light-hearted way to refer to a verbally impudent, arrogant
or brassy person

He is a cheeky monkey who should control his mouth.
a cheesy quaver (British English/ cockney/ rhyming slang)
a favor
Can you do me a cheesy quaver?
a chib
a knife
a chick
a young attractive woman
Who’s that chick? What’s her name?
a chick flick
a movie which especially interests women
I don’t care but I’m not going to a chick flick.
a chick with a dick
a transvestite or transsexual
a chicken
coward, weakling, Milquetoast, scaredy cat
Because he is a chicken, he will not watch your back.
a Chicken Little
to be a worrywart, alarmist or a Cassandra
He’s a Chicken Little who is always expecting the worst.
a chief (British English)
a disgusting, contemptible, abhorrent or sickening person
a chill pill

something used to calm one down (used figuratively because
there is no such thing as a chill pill)
You need to take a chill pill or you’re going to go crazy.
a chip off the old block
to be the double of, be identical to, spitting image of,
dead ringer to, be an exact match or like two peas in pod
You have to admit that he is a chip off the block.
a Chink
offensive and derogatory term to a person from China
a Chinky (British English)
1.
offensive and derogatory term to a person from China
2.

an offensive and derogatory way to refer to a Chinese
restaurant or take-out

a chinless wonder (British English)
a not so very intelligent upper class person without
any kind of personality
a chin-wag
a chat, a casual conversation
a chip shop (British English)
a place where to buy fish and chip
a chippy (British English)
1.
a carpenter
2.

fish and chip shop

a chocolate drop (British English)
offensive and derogatory term for a Black person
a chocolate fireguard

a useless thing
a chokey
prison
a chook (Australian and New Zealand English)
a chicken or any type of fowl
a chook (Australian and New Zealand English)
derogatory term for an older woman
a chookie (Australian and New Zealand English)
a chicken or any type of fowl
a chookie (Australian and New Zealand English)
derogatory term for an older woman
a chophouse
a restaurant which specializes in steak and/or other meats
a chopper (British English)
helicopter
a chopper (British English)
vulgar slang for penis
a chowderhead
someone who is stupid, dumb or not very intelligent
What a chowder head!
a chugger (British English)
a person who begs for money on a street, panhandler
Let’s cross the street. Here come a chugger to ask us
for money.

chum
friend, colleague, buddy
He’s my chum so I won’t betray him.
chump
blockhead, stupid, schmuck
What a chump! Can you believe how stupid he is?
a ciggy (British English)
cigarette
Can you give me a ciggy?
a cinch
not a problem or difficult, easy, simple
Tonight’s homework is a cinch.
a clanger (British English)
a mistake, error, blunder
What a clanger! You must’ve been very embarrassed.
a clear-cut case of murder
to be a murder case where the perpetrator is obvious,
have no doubt who committed the murder
They were sure that it was a clear case of murder;
however, everyone was wrong.
a clever-clogs (British English)
a person who claims to be intelligent, astute or clever
a cliffhanger
a mystery novel or story that keeps one guessing
until the end

a climax
an orgasm
a climbdown (British English)
a withdrawal or back pedaling from one’s position or argument
a clink
the high pitch sound made by tapping metal or glass
I knew that they were drinking because I could hear the clinks of the
glass
a clique
a group of friends that excludes other (usually but not always females)
I don’t belong to any clique.
a clocker (British English)
1.
a person who illegally turns back the milometer of a car
2.

a drug dealer of cocaine and crack

a clogger (British English)
a soccer player who habitually fouls other players
when tackling
a clone (British English)
a male homosexual who exaggerates his masculinity in
behavior and dress
a close call
to barely succeed, just make it, almost fail, make it
by the skin of one’s teeth
I don’t know how I got out; it had a close call.
a closed book
unfamiliar, unknowable or unknown, beyond comprehension

Although I had lived with my mother until she died, she
had been a closed book to me.
a clot
a person who is stupid, dumb or not very intelligent.
a cloth-ear
a person who does not pay attention very well
a cloth-ear
a person who has impaired hearing, a person who is not
able to understand clearly
a cloud no bigger than a man’s hand (British English)
an apparently insignificant problem that could eventually
become major
a clout
a vagina
a clown’s pocket
a loose or spacious vagina
a cludgie
the bathroom
a clusterfuck
a confusion, a screw-up, a foul-up, a mess up
What a clusterfuck! What did you do?!
a cluster headache (British English)
to have a headache on one side of the head
a cob on

a temper tantrum, a fit
a cock
vulgar name for the penis
cock-a-hoop
very excited, contented or satisfied, pleased as pink
I was cock-a-hoop when I found out that he had come back home.
cock and bull story
vulgar way of saying something is unbelievable or a lie
I don't want to hear your cock and bull story.
a cock knocker (British English)
a disgusting, horrible or contemptible person
a cock teaser
a woman who leads a man to believe that she is
going to have sex with him but at the last minute
changes her mind
It is a very dangerous game to be a cock teaser.
a cock sucker
a nauseating or disgusting person
He a cocksucker; therefore, what’s he doing here?
a cocksman
a extraordinarily sexually attractive and virile male
a coffee break
break, pause, not working for a couple of minutes
I’m going to take a coffee break. Can I
get you something?

a coffin dodger (British English)
an insulting and derogatory term for an elderly person
a coffin nail (British English)
a cigarette
a codger (British English)
an old or elderly person
coke
cocaine
a cold fish
a cold and non-feeling person (usually refers to a woman)
She’s a cold fish. She doesn’t care how much you have suffered.
a cold shower
what one takes to calm down one’s
sexual excitement after being stimulated
After he saw her in a bikini, he had to take
a cold shower.
collard (British Eng)
piece of meat rolled up and tied
collard-work (BE)
uphill effort
a comeback
to be a quick answer or response which causes a reaction or
which insults or offends
I must admit that it was an excellent comeback.
a comfy job

an easy and comfortable job, a job which is without
not worry and not much work
I have a comfy job; therefore, I have no reason to complain.
a con
a trick or lie, deceiving or cheating
He is a con. Why did you believe him?
a con man
a deceiver, trickster, liar, cheater or con
He is nothing but a con man. Why did you believe him?
a cool ass
very cool, non-pulsed, stoic, self-possessed, unflappable
a cool head
to think and act rationally, be clear thinking
In this type of situation, one must always have
a cool head.
a copycat
an imitator, imitate, copy or mimic
She has no original ideas; she is a copycat.
a cot case (Australian and New Zealand English)
1.
a person who is too sick or ill to leave his bed
2.

a person who is incapacitated as a result of drinking

3.

a crazy, weird, eccentric or strange person

a cot death (British English)
a baby who dies for unknown reason while
asleep. (crib death)
a couch potato
lazy, shiftless, too easy going, slothful

I don’t understand how he can be such a couch
potato.
a crack
very intelligent, smart, apt, quick-witted
He’s a crack in the area of language.
a crack at
to try, have a go at, undertake, take a shot at, try one’s
hand at, tackle
Why don’t you take a crack at it? I can’t do it.
a crackerjack at number
to have an aptitude or facility for mathematics
He's getting his doctorate in physics; he has always
been a crackerjack at numbers.
a crackpot
crazy, not quite right or off one’s nut
What she’s saying is crazy; she’s a crackpot.
a crapshoot
a chance, happenstance, one’s luck
Me winning the lottery was a crapshoot.
a crapshooter
gambler, to shoot craps, to gamble with dices
He’s a crapshooter.
a crashing bore
a headache, nag, irritant or pest
He is such a crashing bore.
a craving for
to have a strong desire for, to want, be obsessed by
When I was pregnant, I had a craving for iced.

a cream puff
to be soft, fragile, frail or breakable
If you even look at her the wrong way she fall apart. She
is such a cream puff.
a creep
dog, rogue, rat, son of a gun
What a creep! I’ve got to get out of here.
a crib
a work which has been plagiarized or copied
This is a crib of the research paper that I wrote.
a crib
someone’s house or apartment
I got a crib in New York. It cost me a pretty penny.
a crib
a snack, a light meal, something to eat
a crib death
a baby who dies of unknown reasons while sleeping
I would check my baby every hour on the hour because
I was scared of he would die a crib death.
a crimp in one's style
hampering, stopping or frustrating one’s way
of being or acting
This minor problem really put a crimp in my style.
a Crip
a member of the street gang, the Crips
As a Crip, there are colors that I do not wear.
a crumb-bum

a contemptible, despicable or loathsome person, be a bum
Because he is a crumb-bum, I keep my distance.
crumb cruncher
child
crumb grinder
child
a crumb snatcher
slang term for a baby or small child
I am not too crazy about crumb snatchers.
a crumb snatcher
other slang terms which mean baby or small child (see previous
meaning)
crumb crusher
a child
a crush
to be an unmanageable group
This gathering is nothing but a crush. Let’s get out of here.
a crush on
to like, be stuck or sweet on (usually a younger person on
an older one)
She has a very bad crush on him.
a crybaby
to be someone who cries easily and unnecessarily, cry at the drop of
a hat
Don't pay attention to her; she's such a crybaby.
a country cousin
to be unpolished, unmannered or uncouth
Because is a country cousin, he is an embarrassment.
a cub

tenderfoot, rookie, novice, beginner, amateur, kitten
He’ll learn. He nothing but a cub now.
cunt
vagina
the strongest swear word in English (its use is still taboo)
cup of joe
cup of coffee
Would you like a cup of joe?
a cushy job
a job which is easy, undemanding or not challenging
I guess that I shouldn’t complain about
having such a cushy job.
a cut above
to be better, exceptional or first-class
You’re lucky; he a cut above.
a cut glass accent (British English)
the English which is spoken by
the British upper class
a cutthroat
to be a person who is ruthless, merciless,
unmerciful, pitiless
He is a cutthroat competitor who will go up
against anyone.
a cyberslacker
a person who uses to the computer of his or her employer for personal
activities during working hours

Stop being a cyberslacker. Get your own computer!
a cybersquatter
a person who register famous name so to resell them
at a high price later
a daily grind
one’s job
My job is nothing but a daily grind.
a dark horse
to be the expected loser in a competition
I wouldn’t bet on him; he is the dark horse in the race.
a dead-beat
someone who is lazy, languid, dull or torpid
He is, and will always will be, a dead-beat.
a dead beat
not pay one's bill, not responsible
He can't get a credit card because he's a dead beat.
a dead beat
(credit card) a person who pays his/her credit balance
at the end of the month
a dead dog
being in big trouble or in hot water, having hell to pay
I’m in no hurry. Because after what I’ve done, I’m a dead dog.
a dead duck
in trouble, having problems, in hot water

As a result of his behavior, he is a dead duck.
a dead end job
to be a menial job in which one can not move up the ladder,
to be a job that leads to nowhere
I’m leaving because this is a dead-end job.
a dead letter
to be a law that is no longer obeyed, to be a law or tradition
that is now ignored
Yes, it’s true that interracial marriage is against the law; however,
that really is a dead letter.
a dead loss
to be a total loss, to not have received any benefit at all
I got absolutely no benefits at all. As far as my part in
the deal is concerned, it was a dead loss.
a dead ringer
to be able to be the identical twin to, to look just like
He is a dead ringer to my father. I wonder if he is
somehow related to us.
a dead silence
to be totally and completely quiet, to be without any noise
After the hurricane, it was a dead silence that was scary.
a deadpan expression
to not change one's expression despite the situation, to remain stoic,
unresponsive or expressionless
No matter what happen, he always has a deadpan expression.
a dead president

a dollar bill
a dead ringer for
to look exactly like or be identical to someone else
My God, she is a dead ringer for my mother.
a devil-may-care attitude
untroubled, carefree, casual or free and easy
I must admire his ability to not worry despite everything.
He has a devil-may-care attitude.
a devil of a time
a very difficult time, spend a long time to reach one’s
goal or objective
I had a devil of a time getting my money back.
a diamond geezer (British English)
reliable person, person on whom one can count or bank
dick
1.
vulgar name for the penis
2.

vulgar way to refer to a stupid, backward, or dumb person
How backward can you be? Stop being such a dick!

3.

vulgar way to refer to an annoying or irritating person
Leave me alone. You are such a dick!

4.

vulgar way of saying 'nothing at all'
He doesn't know dick.

5.
informal but not vulgar way of saying private detective or private
doctor
a dick flick
vulgar and derogatory term for a film which generally attract males than
female
Many women love to go to dick flicks.
dick head
someone who is stupid, dumb or slow-witted
Why do you listen to him? He’s nothing but a dick head.

dickless
1.
not having any courage or bravery, being cowardly or weak
He is one of the most dickless person that I have ever known.

2.

being a jellyfish, softy, weak stick, wimp
Because he is dickless, he can’t be trusted.

a dicky (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
a shirt
a diesel dyke
offensive term for a lesbian with male characteristics
a dig
a clever remark or statement made to insult or offend
That was a dig which not only hurt but which was totally
unnecessary.

a dimwit
stupid, imbecile, moron, fool
I have never met such a dimwit.
a dime a dozen
numerous, common, easily obtained
Men like him are a dime a dozen.
ding-dong (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
violent and fierce argument or fight
a dingbat
to be lumpish, blunt, stolid or thick
She is a dingbat who does not know what is up or down.
a dinger
a home run
a dip
a decline, waning, falling off, flagging
There was a dip in the stock market.
a dipstick
fool, idiot, chump, ninny, birdbrain
He is such a dipstick! Get him out of here.
a dirty look
to glower, look sullen, scowl, glare, frown at, look daggers at
Why are you giving me a dirty look? What have
I done to you?
a divvy
1.
a share or dividend

2.

stupid, dumb or retarded person

a do-nothing
to be a lazybones, goof-off, slouch or goldbricker
He is a do-nothing who will never change.
a dog (use as a feature/ word which is the opposite of itself/ noun,
verb)
1.

(boy or man) scoundrel, villain, rogue, good-for-nothing, doubledealer, rat, bum

2.

(derogatory) bastard or shit head

3.

(male) to be crooked, dishonest, double-dealing, vile, shady,
contemptible, despicable
What happened to you is no surprise. You know that he is a dog.

4.

to be an unfaithful male, have other women, not be faithful
He is a dog. Why do you stay married to him?

5.

(woman) ugly, not attractive or beautiful, not much to look at,
rough on the eyes, unattractive, not much for looks
Man, where is your head? Why would you pick such a dog?!

6.

(car) a car which does not very well and is constantly breaking
down, lemon, dud, piece of junk, clunker, bad apple
I have the worst luck in cars. This car is a real dog.

7.

(male street slang) friend, buddy, pal, bosom buddy, chum,
What’s up, dog!

8.

(British English) mate
You know that I got your back. You’re my dog.

9.

(Scottish English) marrow

10.

(Australian and New Zealand English) traitor, informer, turncoat

a dog and bone (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
phone
a dog and pony show
an overdone elaborate, dressy, ostentatious or over the top presentation
I did not like it. In my opinion it was nothing but a dog and pony show.
dog-end (British English)
a cigarette butt
a dog of a movie
1.
a bad, horrible, lousy or miserable movie
Although this is a dog of a movie, it has made a lot of money.
2.

a movie which is a failure, bomb, washout, flop, bust, dud,
fiasco or lemon
On every aspect, this is a dog of a movie.

a dog-fight
a fight between warring fighting planes
A dog fight is usually to the death.
a dog robber (British English)
an orderly of an army or navy officer

dog’s body (British English)
a person who given boring, monotonous, routine or ho-hum
tasks to do
At my job, I am nothing but a dog’s body.
a dog’s breakfast (British English)
a mess, disorganization, disarray, potpourri, hodgepodge
a dog’s dinner (British English)
a mess, disorganization, disarray, potpourri, hodgepodge
a dog’s life
a hard, difficult, unhappy or arduous life
a dolly bird (British English)
heavily made-up and attractive woman
a dong (New Zealand/ Australia)
blow, hit, punch
a done job
(considered affirmative) done, secured, assured, guaranteed
This election is a done job.
a dong (British English)
penis
a door mat
submissive, yielding, subservient, passive, obedient
a dop (South African)
an alcoholic drink
doobry (British English)
a word used when one can not remember or when one does not know the

name of something, a thingy or whatchamacallit
doodah (British English)
a word used when one can not remember or when one does not know the
name of something, a thingy or whatchamacallit
a door mat
to be spineless, not to have a backbone, not have a will
of one’s own, weak
You are only a door mat. You allow people to treat you
in any way.
doozy (British English)
extraordinary, out of the world, outstand, terrific
That is going to be a doozy of a shiner.
a dope
stupid, silly, dumb, foolish
He’s such a dope. You can’t talk sense to him.
a Doris (British English)
derogatory term for a woman who is considered either unattractive or
unimportant
a double-bagger
a very ugly person (usually a female)
a double-dealer
a traitor or back stabber, betray
I know who you are and you are a double-dealer.
a doughnut (British English)
an idiot, fool, numbskull, dummy
He is such a doughnut.

a dozey mare (British English/used for female)
fool, stupid, dumb, ninny
a drag
1.
suction, inhalation or a drawing in of a cigarette
I’m dying for a cigarette. Give me a drag of yours.
2.

a bore, nuisance, pain, bother
This class is a drag. I can't wait until it ends.

a drag queen
a man who dresses like a woman
drink
(in general/ noun)
1.
beverage, refreshment, liquid, liquid refreshment
The restaurant has all different kind of drink, both alcoholic and
non-alcoholic.
drink
(alcoholic/ noun)
2.
alcohol, intoxicant, liquor
May I offer you a drink?
drink
(alcoholic/ noun/ taken at the end of the day, just before going to bed)
3.
night-cap
drink
(alcoholic/ noun)
4.
(informal/slang) booze, spirits, poison, eye opener, cup of cheer
Sure. I would love a drink.
drink

(alcoholic/ noun)
5.
(different types of alcoholic drink) mixed drink, rum, white
lightening, a beer,
cocktail, highball, cider, chaser
drink
(noun/ informal)
6.
any body of water, especially, but not exclusively the ocean, sea,
the deep
Last night, we found his body in the drink.
drinker
1.
to be someone who drinks to an excess, to be an alcoholic, a
chronic alcoholic or
a dipsomaniac
He would have been an ideal mate if he were not a drinker.
2.

a drunkard, drunk, guzzler or sponge
He is a drinker; therefore, he can not be trusted.

3.

a wino, boozer, juicehead lush, boozehound, souse
You need to leave him. He is a drinker.

a drip
a pest, pain, tiresome person
He is a drip who bores me to death.
a drop
1.
a small quantity of a beverage
A drop of tea would be nice.
2.

a small quantity of alcohol
A drop would be nice, thank you.

a drop in the bucket

an insignificant or small amount
This money is a drop in the bucket to what you owe.
a drop in the ocean
an insignificant or small amount
This money is a drop in the ocean to what you owe.
a drop off
a decline, waning, falling off, flagging
There was a drop off in the stock market.

a drum (British English)
a house or building
a drunk
a drunkard, serious drinker, alcoholic
She has been a drunk since high school.
a drunkard
someone who drink to an excess, to be an alcoholic, a drinker or a
dipsomaniac
He would have been an ideal mate if he were not a drunkard.
a dud
not function well or at all, a chronic problem
Admit it. This car is a dud.
a dude
man, male
He was the ugliest dude that I have ever seen.
dull dog
a person who is dull, flat, uninspiring or nothing to write

home about
I can you stand him. He is a dull dog.
a dumbbell
stupid, imbecile, moron, fool
I have never met such a dumbbell.
a dummy
dope, boob, dunce, moron
What a dummy!
a dump
a dirty or filthy place
This restaurant is a dump. I won’t eat here.
a dunderhead
a person who is unintelligent, blank, or stupid
He is a dunderhead who doesn’t know what he is doing.
a dupe
someone who is easily taken advantage of
They think that I am a dupe.
a dinger
extraordinary, something to take one’s breath away or leave
one speechless
What a dinger! Did he really do that?! I have never seen anything like
it.
dirty dog
(normally used humorously) a person who is sly, artful, subtle or foxy
who manages to get what he wants
You have always been a dirty dog who gets away with murder.
duck soup

dud
duck’s arse
du jour
due date
dumb ass (see exp. with dumb)
a durry (Australian and New Zealand English)
a cigarette
a durzi (Indian)
a tailor
Dust bowl
dust jacket
dustman
dust wrapper
Dutch courage
Dutch door
a dutch (British English)
a wife
a Dutch auction
an auction in which one starts high than reduce the
price until a bid is made
I have never gone to a Dutch auction.
a Dutch party
a party in which each person contribute something
She loves to give a Dutch party so that she doesn’t

have to spend her money.
a Dutch treat
an outing or special occasion in which each participant
pay his or her own way
This is not a Dutch treat; it’s mine.
a dyed-in-the wool
resolute, very strong, unequivocal or firm
She is dyed-in-the wool; she will never vote for a Republican.
a dyke
an insulting term for a lesbian
a dwam
a face in the crowd
to be without personality or distinction, be nameless
or common
Frankly, she was only a face in the crowd; only one
of the many people that I would see everyday.
a face as long as a poker
melancholy, doleful, crestfallen, dismayed, sad
Honey, what is the matter? Why do you have such
a face as long as a poker?
a face off
an altercation, struggle, encounter or open confrontation
The only solution is that we have a face off to see who rules.
a face only a mother could love
homely, plain-featured, homely, ugly, plain looking,

I love that child but the truth is that he has a face
only a mother could love.
a face perfectly made for radio
to be homely, not be much to look at, be short on looks, hard favored
I would not say that he’s ugly but he does have a face
perfectly made for radio.
a face-saving formula
to be a procedure to avoid humiliation and shame
It was a face saving formula which did not work. He must
accept everything, including the humiliation.
a fad
a trend, the vogue, the latest, the rag
Wearing nothing but black has been a fad for some months.
a fag
a derogatory and insulting term for a homosexual male
(to be) a fag (British English)
cigarette
Give me a fag.

a fall guy
a chump or scapegoat, the person who is set up
to take the blame
I believe that Oswald was only a fall guy.
family
to be a fellow member of a street gang

Because he is a family, there is nothing too hard.
a fancy for (British English)
strongly attracted to, like or lust over
He has a fancy for his neighbor’s wife; that’s not good.
a far cry from
to be only remotely or distantly related, be far from
This is a far cry from what I originally wanted.

a fat cat
a rich, powerful and influential person
He’s a fat cat; therefore, he got to meet the president.
a fat chance
no chance, not possible, almost impossible
You have a fat chance getting him to come home for Christmas.
a fat head
dumbbell, stupid, imbecile, moron, fool
All I can say is that you’re a fathead.
a feather-brain
being featherheaded, stupid, extremely silly or ridiculous
This is a feather-brain idea.
a feather head
a lightweight, not being very intelligent or not the sharpest tool
It should be illegal to be such a featherhead.

a feather in one’s cap
an honor, credit, pride, kudos, wreath, accomplishment
She acts like her child is nothing but a feather in her cap.
a feeding frenzy
ruthless or relentless attack by the media
Forget it. It is nothing but a feeding frenzy.
a feeling in one’s bones
to have a gut feeling, hunch, feeling, sneaking suspicion
I have a feeling in my bones that he’s lying.
fella
non-standard spelling and pronunciation of ‘fellow’ (man or boy)
Look at that fella over there? What is he doing?
feller
non-standard spelling and pronunciation of ‘fellow’ (man or boy)
Look at that feller over there? What is he doing?
fellow
man or boy
He’s a strange fellow. I don’t understand him.
a fellow
a boy or man (usually a stranger)
Who’s that fellow over there? What’s his name?
a fence
a person who deals in stolen goods
He’s a pretty good fence. Go talk to him to see how much he’ll
give you for the painting.

a fender bender
a minor automobile or car accident
I’m late because I was in a fender-bender early this morning.
a few buttons missing
not quite right upstairs, not all there, mentally unbalanced
I am sure that she has a few buttons missing.

a fig leaf
something that conceal, hides, disguises an embarrassing fact
This is a fig leaf. There are problems here
which must be discussed.
a figment of one’s imagination
being one’s imagination, not be real, be an illusion
Our lives together was only a figment of my imagination.
a fine kettle of fish
a mess, full of problems, being in hot water
Congratulations. This is a fine kettle of fish.
a finger food
a food that one eats with one’s finger, i.e. hotdogs and hamburgers
a finger in every pie
to be involved, tied up or entangled in everyone’s affairs
You need to be careful about having a finger in every pie.
a fire eater (British English)
someone who is eagerly looking for a fight at every turn

a five cent bag
a small portion of drug (usually marijuana) sold by a drug dealer.
Where can I get a five cent bag?
a Five-0
a cop
a fizzer (British English)
something that is exhilarating, exciting, thrilling or soul-stirring
a fizzer (Australian and New Zealand English)
a failure, flop, fiasco
flake
eccentric, strange, rarity
What a flake!
a flair for
to have a natural talent, swiftness or proficiency for
He has a flair for politics and for campaigning.
a flash in the pan
enjoying short-lived success or one’s fifteen minutes of fame
He is a flash in the pan, a one hit wonder.
flat (British English)
apartment
My flat is just around the corner. Why not come up
for a cup of coffee?
a flop

failure, a no money-maker
His movie was anything but a flop.
a flop
a failure, fiasco, bomb or a bust, not be a success
The song was a flop, a big flop.
a flop
a failure, fiasco, bomb or a bust, not be a success
The song was a flop, a big flop.

a flunky
yes-man, lackey, backslapper, truckler
He is a flunky who will do everything that his boss wants.
a fly (Australian and New Zealand English)
a try, an attempt
Give it a fly. What do you have to lose?
a fly by night
temporary and illegal company or establishment
It was a fly by night employee service. There is no
way to get your money back.
a fly in the ointment
a small problem or concern that won’t go away and spoil an
otherwise enjoyable or successful situation.
This scandal in a fly in the ointment.
a fly on the wall
being present in situations without being noticed

If I could have been a fly on the wall, I would have known
so much more.
a foodaholic
to be a compulsive eater or glutton, to not be able to control one’s eating
Every time I see him he is eating. He is most definitely a foodaholic.
a foot in both camp
to be indecisive, open, undecided, open to doubt
You can't have a foot in both camps. You must choose.
a footlicker
sycophant, bootlicker, apple-polisher, toady
What a footlicker! Where’s your self-respect.
a foul-up
a big mess, jam, snafu
You are responsible for such a foul-up.
a four letter word
a curse word, inappropriate word
This is a four letter word; therefore, it is unacceptable.
a foxhound (British English)
crook, shyster, chiseler, con man, confidence man,
swindler, cheat
I don’t see why you can’t see that he is a foxhound.
a fraidy cat
always frighten or scared
Stop being a fraidy cat and keep going.

a freak
to be weird, strange or eccentric
She’s such a freak.
a free-for-all
a fight or brawl in which everyone participates
I want order now! This is not a free-for-all.
freezer (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
an older person
a French kiss
a kiss in which the two persons tongue meet
I don’t give a French kiss to someone that I
don’t know.
a French leave
running away from, escaping, leaving
He took a French leave so God only knows
where he is.
a French letter (British English)
condom
a fringe nut
someone on either of the political extremes (left or right)
Because he is a fringe nut that does not mean he can not
get elected.
a front
to be a tool, yes man, lackey, rubber stamp or puppet
Tell the truth. You have no power; you are a front.

a fruitcake
someone who is crazy, nutty or eccentric
I have met such a fruitcake.
a fuck
sexual intercourse
a fucker (British English)
a contemptible, disgusting, nauseating or horrible person
He is a fucker who can not be trusted.
a fuck head
1.
someone who is stupid, dumb, dummy, slow-witted
2.

a contemptible, disgusting, nauseating or horrible person

a fuck stick (British English)
penis
fuck wit (British English)
a person who is stupid or dumb
a fuckin’
used to emphasize one’s disgust or anger
He’s a fuckin’ idiot.
a fucking
used to emphasize one’s disgust or anger
He’s a fucking idiot.
a fuck up
mess, jumble, mix-up, predicament
What a fuck-up. Who’s responsible for this?

a fudge (British English)
a piece of late news inserted in a newspaper page
a fudge packer
vulgar term for a gay male
a funny feeling
to have a sneaking suspicion, bad vibes or qualms, be leery
I have a funny feeling that something going to happen.
funny money
1.
stolen or fraudulent money
This is funny money. Where did you get it?
2.

counterfeit money

fur burger (British English)
vulgar term for a vagina
gab (Scot. English)
mouth
I wish that you would shut your gab.
a gaff (British English)
1.
house
2.

place

a gaffe
to be an indiscretion, social blunder, breach of etiquette
That was a gaffe that will not readily forgotten.

a gag
to be a joke, practical joke or prank
It was only a gag. There was no reason to get angry.
a gaggle of
to be a group of noisy tourists or children
In the France during the summer there is always
a gaggle of tourists.
a game
not taken seriously, being taken lightly
I did not mean to hurt or offend you in anyway. It was a game.
a garbage dump
a dirty or filthy place
His house is nothing but a garbage dump.
a gas
to be very funny, hilarious, side-splitting
I love to go see his show; he a gas.
a gee-gee (British English)
a horse (used either by children or in reference to horse-betting)
a gee-gee’s (British English)
a horse race
a geek
a nerd, socially inept person
He’s a geek.
a geek (Australian and New Zealand English)
a look (as in: to have a look at)

a geezer
an old person
a ghetto blaster
a large portable radio
What a ghetto blaster! Where did you get it?
a gig
a temporary job, up-coming performance or show
I won’t be here for a couple of weeks; I have a number of
gigs in Europe.
a ginger beer (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
queer (gay)
a gipsies kiss (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
a piss (as in: to take a piss)
I’m going for a gipsies.
a git (British English)
fool, stupid, dumb, ninny
a go at
undertaking, taking a shot at, trying one’s hand at
You can try to have a go at her. Obviously, she does not
want to listen to me.
a go-by (British English)
a cold shoulder or snub
He gave me a go-by.
a goat
a fool, sucker, fair game, dupe, everybody’s fool

He is a goat.
a gob (British English)
one’s mouth
a gobshite (British English)
someone who talks trash
a godfather
head of a crime family
a goner
a person who is, dying, doomed or beyond hope
She’s a goner so there’s nothing to be done here.
a gongoozler (British English)
an lazy or idle spectator
a good ear
to be able to discern notes and tones that most people can not
I want him as my producer; he has a good ear.
a good face on
putting or giving a favorable emphasis on a news story, to slant,
misrepresent, embellish or distort to one’s advantage
They tried to put a good face on the fact that the killer was
still at large.
a good face on
suffering through, bearing or withstanding one’s
pain or discomfit and not expressing it on one’s face
Even though he was extremely embarrassed, he put
a good face on and dealt with the pain.

a good head for
a talent, gift, aptitude or mind for
She has a good head for languages. I envy her.
a good mind for
a talent, gift, aptitude or head for
She has a good mind for languages. I envy her.
a good nose
1.
to have an innate ability to detect, discover or find
To be a detective, you must have a has a good nose.
2.

to be able to smell what others can not, have a strong
sense of smell
One reason that he works in the perfume industry is that
he has a good nose.

a good-for-nothing
shiftless, lazy or worthless
He is a good-for-nothing who will never do anything.
a good one
a remark or statement which is original, astute or clever, a zinger
That was a good one. That will teach him not to insult people.
a good spin on
emphasizing or extenuating the positive, toning down or
softening the negative
You can not put a good spin on torture.
a grab for power
an uprising, coup d’etat, revolt, insurrection

His grab for power was obvious.
a grand
a thousand dollars
a grass (British English)
an informer, snitch, someone who spills the beans
a great catch
a good husband or wife, a desirable matrimonial or romantic partner
Everyone thinks that Mary is a great catch.
a great hand at
to be skillful (used ironically)
He's twice divorce; he's a great hand at marriage.
a great looking ass
well-built, built, shapely
Her face isn’t fantastic but she has great looking ass.
a great looking behind
comely, tempting, well-built, built, shapely
The only reason that she’s popular is that she has a great
looking behind.
a greenback
American dollar bill
I only have a few greenbacks with me.
a green bag
lawyer

a Green Beret (British English)
British commando
a Green Beret
member of the Special Forces
a green card
to be an official card (no longer green) which gives
foreign nationals permission to work in the U.S.
I don’t have a green card.
green cuisine (British English)
vegetarian diet
green religion (British English)
non-Christian religion in which the environment is center stage
a green grocer
to be a store where fruits and vegetables are sold
I need to go to the green grocer.
a green home (British English)
a non-toxic home
a greenhorn
inexperience, immature or too trusting
Go with him; he is a greenhorn and they’ll rob him blind.
a green light
green traffic light which allows a car to proceed
It’s a green light; there’s no need to stop.
a green light

authorization, permission to go ahead, approval
The moment that the director gave me the green
light, I started working.
green stick fracture
an incomplete fracture in which only one side of the
bone is fractured while the other side is intact
a green worker
to be a worker who is inexperienced or new on the job
Because he is a green worker, everyone treats him badly.
a grey beard (British English)
an old person
grind
hard work or labor, drudgery, toil
My job is nothing but a grind.
a groupie
young girl who follow rock band from show to show and
who grant the members of the band sexual favors
I would have loved to be a groupie if I could have.
a grunt
a foot or combat soldier
Most of the grunts don’t support this mission.
a gumshoe
a private investigator, operative, non-uniformed policeman
The slang for private investigator is a gumshoe.
a gut feeling

feeling, sense, intuition, inkling
I didn’t know but I did have a gut feeling that he was the one.
a gutless wonder
having no guts, courage, determination or endurance
Why should I respect him? He is nothing
but a gutless wonder!
guzzler
to be a person who likes to drink, be a drinker or drunk
I don’t like to go out with him. He’s a guzzler.
a hand job
masturbation of the penis
a handful
to be a naughty or mischievous person
He is a handful. How do you get any rest?
a hanger-on
a flunky, toady, backslapper, apple-polisher
He doesn’t do anything; he’s a hanger-on.
a hang over
to be sick or have a terrible headache as a result of heavy drinking
When I woke up this morning, I had a horrible
hang over.
a hard-core
to be a person who has a strong belief or opinion,
to be resolute in one’s belief
He is a hard-core conservative so you’re wasting

your time.
a hard drinker
a heavy or serious drinker, boozer or elbow-bender
Yes, he is a hard drinker but he is not an alcoholic.
a hard-handed ruler
to be oppressive, tyrannical, cruel, ruthless or dictatorial
She is a hard-handed ruler.
a hard-liner
to be uncompromising or unbending, take a hard line
He is such a hard liner that it's a waste of time
talking to him.
a hard nut to crack
to be a puzzle, mystery or conundrum
I don’t understand her because she is a hard nut to crack.
a headache
to be a load, burden or bother
He is such a headache, especially when he talks too much.
head case
someone who is mentally unbalanced (and maybe violent)
a heart beat away
less than a second from, immediate, closest, next
The vice president is a heartbeat away from the presidency.
a heart stopper
emotionally gripping, stirring

The movie was a heart-stopper.
a heart-throb
1.
to be a handsome young man who is highly attractive
to young woman
I'm so in love with him; he is such a heartthrob.
2.

to be a handsome young actor, singer or performer
He is a heart-throb!

a heavy hitter
to be a person who is very important, of great consequence or
import
He is a heavy hitter in the Republican Party. I would treat him
with great respect.
a hell of
to be estimable, reputable or worthy of respect
He is a hell of man; no one can doubt his integrity.
a helluva
very, extremely
She was a helluva big woman.
to be a hick
to be unpolished, unmannered or uncouth
It’s obvious that he’s never been to the city;
he is a hick.
a high brow
to be very intelligent, a book worm or very intelligent
Ask him; he’s a highbrow.
a hired gun
1.
a professional killer
He is a hit man for organized crime.
2.

a mercenary or bodyguard
He is nothing but a hired gun.

3.

a public relation person or lawyer hired to resolve
a difficult problem
He is a hired gun employed by celebrities who need to change
their image.

a hit
to be a great success, winner, triumph, best seller
I never expected that the book was going to be a hit.
a hoax
to be a trick, fraud, ruse or deception
He never had the money to invest. It was all a hoax.
a hodgepodge
assortment, odds and ends, tangle, mess
All of this is nothing but a hodgepodge.
a hole in the wall
a very casual, inexpensive, cheap or low-priced restaurant
The restaurant is a hole in the wall but the food is delicious.
a hole in the wall (British English)
an ATM machine
a hold on
detaining, holding up, retaining, bottling up
I’m going to put a hold on any action on this matter
until more information is forthcoming.
a hold-out
to delay signing a contract in hope of getting a better deal
He is the only hold-out.
a hold over
persons or policies from a former regime or government

It's time to get rid of him. He is a hold-over.
a hold up
a robbery, stick-up, mugging
I think that it was a hold-up.
to be a hoodlum
to be a ruffian, hooligan or roughneck
He may be nice to you but, the truth is, he’s a real hoodlum.
a hooker
a prostitute, a woman who sells her body for money, street walker
You didn’t know that she’s a hooker? Look at
the way that she dresses.
a hooligan
punk, juvenile delinquent, member of gang
I don’t know what you expect of him; he’s a hooligan.
a hooray Henry (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
a useless upper class twit or jerk
a hooter (British English)
1.
the horn on a motor vehicle
2.

one’s nose

a horse race
(politics) to be a race where all competitors have
a good chance to win
Now that there are only two persons, it is a
horse race.
a horse trader
to be a skilled businessman
You can’t cheat him; he’s been a horse trader all his life.

a hot dog
a show off, grand-stander or hotshot
He can't work on a team; he is too much a hot dog.
a hot head
being rash, headlong, unthinking, foolhardy or reckless
She is such a hothead that I can't control her.
a hot potato
a problem or a crisis that no one wants to deal with
Gay marriage is a hot potato that no politician
wants to touch.
a hot spot
1.
a place, such as a bar or club, where people want to go
This is a hot spot. It is very difficult to get in.
2.

a place where there is a lot of trouble
This is a hot spot. You have to be very careful when
you are here.

a hotchpotch (British English)
assortment, odds and ends, tangle, mess
All of this is nothing but a hodgepodge.
a hound
devotee, freak, nut, obsessive fan, enthusiast, buff, aficionado, junkie
I know that he loves the group but he is way over the top. He’s a hound.
a house of cards
to be a weak or unstable structure
His arguments are a house of cards.
a household name
to be well-known, famous or celebrated

As a result what happened Sunday, she is now a
household name.
a hunch
sensation, impression, feeling, vague feeling, foreboding
I had a hunch that I was going to win.
a hundred and one shot
to be against all odds, not be likely and one shot
I don't think so. It's a hundred and one shot.
a hunk
to be a handsome or good looking male
He’s a real hunk. What’s his name?
a hustler
1.
a prostitute or hooker
2.

a person who makes money anyway possible (i.e. illegally)
She is a hustler who will find a way to pay her rent.

a Jack-the-lad (British English)
a reckless or crazy driver
a jackass
fool, boob, idiot, stupid, dummy
He is such a jackass. I can not stand him.
a jaffa (British English)
sterile male
jam jar (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
car
jar (British English)
pint of beer
a jazz mag
a pornographic magazine
a jerk

a chump, sap, dumbbell, boob or numskull
You are a jerk who believes he’s fantastic. You’re not!!
a joanna (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
piano
a jock
1.
to be an athlete or someone who plays sports
He is a jock.
2.

enthusiast or fan of a particular activity (computer jock)

a Jock
an offensive term for a Scotsman
a john
the client or customer of a prostitute
He is not my boyfriend. He is a john.
a Johnny-bag
condom
a junky
a heavy user of drug or a drug addict
a joke
not to be taken seriously, be taken lightly or insignificant
She is a joke to everyone.
juggins (British English)
a soft touch or mark, a gullible or easily led person
jump cut (in film)
an abrupt transition from one scene to another

a junkie
an addict to drugs
a junk food
a food which is not good for one
Chocolate food is a junk food.
a junket
a extravagant trip taken by politicians (usually not paid by politician)
Some politicians take at two or three junkets a year.
a kangaroo court
a crudely or irregular operated court, an illegal trial
This is nothing but a kangaroo court.
a khazi (British English)
a toilet
a kick in the head
to be a surprise, shocker or a totally unexpected event
What you said was a kick in the head.
a kick in the pants
a major new effort, a new way of doing something, a breath of fresh air
What he needs is a kick in the pants. Right now, he’s doing nothing.
a kick in the teeth
1.
to be a betrayal, breach of faith or duplicity
What she did was a kick in the teeth.
2.

to be a humiliation or rebuff
Her behavior was a kick in the teeth.

a kickback
money which is paid illegally or under the table
Everyone pays a kickback. What’s the problem?
a kid
a young person, child, ard (Scottish English), bairn (British English)
He’s only a kid. Leave him alone.
a kid brother (or sister)
younger brother or sister
He’s my kid brother. I have to take him with me.
a killer
1.
a difficult or extremely hard problem or subject
Learning how to operate software has always been a killer.
2.

very funny or hilarious joke
That was a killer. Who told you that joke?

killer (New Zealand and Australian)
an animal that has been chosen to be slaughter
a killing
great financial success (as in the expression: to make a killing)
a knack
good at, a natural talent, proficiency or mastery for
He has a knack for knowing when a song is going to be a hit.
a knee-jerk reaction
to be a non-thinking reaction, to act or react
before thinking
I must admit my first impression to him was a
knee-jerk reaction.

a knee-slapper
to be a very funny joke, be a joke that make
one laugh
That was a knee-slapper.
a knock for knock agreement (British English)
an agreement between insurance companies in which each pay
its policyholder despite liability
a knock off
imitation, copy, not the original (usually illegally)
This is a knock off. That’s why it’s so cheap.
a knock out
stunning, beautiful, gorgeous
Did you see John’s wife; she’s a knock out.
a knocker (British English)
1.
a person who sells from door to door (usually with fraudulent
intent)
2.

faultfinder

a knocking shop (British English)
brothel, house of prostitution
a knuckle-head
to be a dunce, be stupid, dumb, or unintelligent
Don’t be a knuckle-head. You know that’s not possible.
kraut (British English)
an offensive term for a German
Lady Godiva (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
five pounds

a lady of the evening
a prostitute, hooker or a woman who sells her body
She has so much money because she is a lady of the evening.
a lady’s man
a man who is not faith, a playboy
Why do you want to become involved with him. He’s a lady’s man.
a lager lout
a young male who behaves badly as a result of drinking
lair (Australian and New Zealand)
a badly garishly or flashy dressed young man who
enjoy being the center of attention
a lamebrain
dense, thick-headed, thick, slow or stupid
She is a lamebrain.
a lame duck
ineffective, no longer powerful, disabled or inefficient
After the election, he was a lame duck.
a landslide
to win by a large amount, win by well over fifty percent
It was a landslide.
a lap-dog
1.
a person who is pampered, coddled, spoiled, waited on
hand and foot or doted on
Because he is a lap dog, he does not know how to go without.

2.

to be one’s flunky, stooge, toady, lackey or bootlicker
Everyone says that he is nothing but a lap-dog of the director.

a last ditch effort
last effort, desperate action, with one’s back against the wall, down to the
wire
This is a last ditch effort. If it doesn't work, there's nothing else.
a laughingstock
a fool, everybody's fool, a joke or an ass
He must know that the group only tolerate him because he is
a laughingstock.
a lazy bone
very lazy, not ambitious, lackadaisical, good-for-nothing
You are such a lazy bone. What are you going
to do when you are on your own.
a leech
a parasite, blood sucker, user
Be careful. She is a leech.
a left-handed compliment
a statement which initially appears to be
a compliment but is, in reality, an insult
What she said was a left-handed compliment.
lesbo
lesbian
a let up
lessening, abatement

It took a time but eventually there was a let up.
a license to print money (British English)
a business that is very profitable
a license to print money
to spend a lot of money
He acts like he has a license to print money.
a lightweight
to be not very intelligent, not smart or profound
Intellectually, he is a lightweight.
Limey (Australian and North American English)
can be derogatory name for an English person
If you call a Brit a Limey be prepared to fight.
a little of this and a little of that
to be an odd assortment, jumble or tangle
Traditionally, the material used to make a quilt is a little
of this and a little of that.
a load off one's mind
to be no longer worried or concerned about something
Now that he's home, that is a load off my mind.
a lobbyist
to be a person whose job it is to influence politicians in Washington
He is a lobbyist so what did you expect.
a lone wolf
to be solitary or loner, like to be alone
He will never get married; he is a lone wolf.
a long weekend
a three, instead of only two, day weekend (either
not work on a Friday or Monday)
I’m going to take a long weekend, I’ll see

you Tuesday.
a loose canon
a rebel or maverick, being someone who can
not be trusted to follow the line
Be careful, she’s a loose canon so you can not
be sure that she will always support your position.
a loser
1.
bother, gadfly or frightful bore
He is such a loser.
2.

someone who is always getting the short-end of the stick,
being someone always behind or left out in the cold
I do believe that I am a loser. I can’t seem to get ahead.

a loud-mouth
1.
a big mouth, talking too loudly, having one’s voice carry
Please keep your voice down and not be a loud mouth.
2.

a gossip, magpie, blabber, blabbermouth
Everyone already think that you are a loud mouth. Stop
your gossiping.

3.

an unruly, unmanageable, lawless or unrestrained person
Don’t upset her; she is a loud mouth.

a lot of clout
powerful, influential, weighty, important, substantial
As a director, he has a lot of clout. I would be
careful how I talk to him.
a lot of pull
a lot of power, influential, potent, powerful, weighty
He has a lot of pull. Don’t get on his wrong side.
a low ride
a car which has been modified to go faster and to be closer to the ground
a lucky devil

being a person who is lucky, fortunate or blessed with luck
What can I say? You are a lucky devil.
a lucky dog
1.
to be very lucky, fortunate, blessed with luck, born with a silver
spoon in one’s mouth, born under a lucky star, on top of the heap
Have you seen his girlfriend? He most definitely is a lucky dog.
2.

to have scored sexually, have had sexual intercourse
He is such a lucky dog. All the women love him.

a lunk head
to be dull, brainless, or unthinking
He is such a lunk head that I'm surprised
that he realized the truth.
a madam
the owner and/or manager of a brothel or house of prostitution
She has been a madam for quite a number of years.
a man
1.

strong, brave, or courageous
If you run away now, you are not a man.

2.

fearless, unafraid, or unblenching
If you are a man, you do not show your fears.

3.

self-assured, self-reliant or confident

4.

firm, resolute, staunch or steadfast

5.

unshrinking, unhesitating or red-blooded

a man-to-man
a discussion or encounter which is candid, blunt
or straightforward

So that there would be no misunderstanding, we had
a man-to-man.
a mcjob
a low-paying job, have a job which pay less than a living wage
All I have is a mcjob.
a meddler
to be a snoop, gossip or a busybody
She is a meddler who loves to hear and spread gossip.
meat ax
to use a drastic, ruthless, draconian or extreme approach to reduce or
cut the
expenditures of
She used a meat ax to reduce her household expenses.
a meatball
to be a fathead, blockhead, featherbrain or dingbat
He is a meatball; you’re wasting your time talking to him.
meat rack (gay slang)
meat market, a place where one goes to seek out sexual favors
Because of the police, this place is no longer used as a meat rack.
a meat wagon
1.
ambulance
Don’t put me in the meat wagon. I’ll take my car to the hospital.
2.

hearse
I lost it when they put the casket in the meat wagon.

a mess
1.
to be untidy, in disarray or in a shambles
This house is a mess. You need to clean up.
2.

chaos, turmoil, confusion, bedlam
What a mess!

3.

predicament, ball up, fix, trouble

This is a mess that I can’t help you with.
a mick
a derogatory term for someone from Ireland
or of Irish descent
a Mickey Mouse course
an easy, insignificant or inconsequential university course
in order to insure oneself a good grade
Of course, I passed the course. It was nothing
but a Mickey Mouse course.
a millstone around one's neck
to be a burden, weigh someone down
He didn't love me. I was a millstone around his neck.
a million miles away
to be distracted, absented minded or pensive
He did not hear a word; he is a million miles away.
a mind-bender
to be an experience or person who forces one to reassess
one's way of thinking
That experience was a mind-bender.
a mind-blower
1.
a hallucinogenic drug (i.e. LSD) or crack
2.

that which shocks, astounds or surprises
What he told me was a mind-blower. I still can’t believe it.

a mind-reader
to be a person who is able to read the thoughts of others
I swear to you that my mother is a mind-reader.
a minger (British/ Scottish English)
unattractive or unpleasant person (usually female) or thing
What a minger! He needs to shower.

a miss goody-two shoes
a person who is a too prim and proper, too nice, too worried
about what is right
She will never break the rules; she is a miss goody-two-shoes.
a mob
to be a unruly crowd or gathering of people
Because it is a mob, I don’t think that you will be able
to keep control of the situation.
a mobe (British/Scottish English)
a mobile phone
a mobster
to be member of organized crime, be a criminal,
gangster or racketeer
a mole
to be an agent or spy who work in the very agency or
organization that he/she wants to destroy
I’m not sure but I don’t trust Mary. I think that she’s a mole.
a mom and pop (store)
to be a small, neighborhood store
Fruits and vegetables always cost more at a mom and pop store.
a moneybag
being rich, filthy rich, wealthy or moneyed
He can afford it. He’s a moneybag.
a moneymaker
a person or thing that earns money
This new toy is a real moneymaker.
a money-spinner (British English)
in American English – a cash cow (a thing that brings in profit)

a mong (Australian and New Zealand English)
a mixed breed dog
a monkey (British English)
five hundred pounds
a monkey suit
a formal suit for males (i.e. tuxedo)
a month of Sundays
a long time, for an extended amount of time
a moolar (British English)
general terms for money
a moose
a hurtful and derogatory term for a woman
a motoh/ motor (British English)
car
a mother hen
an overly protective person
I wish that you were not a mother hen.
a mountain of red tape
to be a lot of or a crushing amount of red tape
This is a mountain of red tape. How am I supposed
to do all of this?
a mouthpiece
1.
to be a negotiator, spokesman, representative or rep (usually
negative)
He is a mouthpiece for the company.
2.

to be a mouthpiece
to be a puppet, operative, tool, front
He is only a mouthpiece; he can't help you.

a mudslinger
someone who destroys another’s name or reputation

She is nothing but a mudslinger.
a muddle-head
to be muddled, confused, or in disarray
He is a muddle-head who does not know right from wrong.
munch (British English)
food
a Murphy
blackmail, exaction, extortion
He got his money through a Murphy.
a mutt
the opposite of a purebred dog, a dog of mixed breeding, mongrel
It does not matter to me that he is a mutt. This is the dog that I want.
a nail biting (situation)
to be a harrowing, frightening or scary situation
It was a nail biting ride.
a namby-pamby
a nice-nelly, being a goody two-shoes, too nice
or simpering
She is a namby-pamby who must have
everything in place.
nasty blow
shock stoke of bad luck, reversal of fortune,
blow, unexpected blow
What a nasty blow!
a ned (Scottish English)
poorly-educated, working-class young male delinquent who dresses in a
running clothes, petty criminal, hooligan
a nerd
being very intelligent but gauche, awkward or clumsy,
being socially inept

Because he is a nerd that does not mean that he does
not have feelings.
a nervous Nellie
to be fearful, a coward or a fraidy-cat
Stop being such a nervous-Nellie and do what you have to
so that we can do our job.
a nest egg
money saved up or savings for one’s retirement
By the time that she retires, she will have quite a nest egg.
a new face
a new, different, fresh or renovated outward
appearance or façade
He might have a new face but he's the same person.
a nickel and dime (criminal)
petit or small-time criminal
He’s nothing but a nickel and dime criminal. He couldn’t have
done this job.
a nifty
a fifty pound note
a nigga
(this term has to be used with a great deal of caution. It is generally only
used
by African-American among themselves)
1.
a black man
2.

woman’s boyfriend or husband

3.

an ignorant, stupid or dumb person

4.

a person who is silly or ridiculous, a featherhead

a nigger
a derogatory term of someone who is black

a night out on the tiles (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
a night out drinking
a N.I.M.B.Y.
a person who is only worried about what happens to him or her
(Not In My Back Yard)
a nincompoop
a loggerhead, not very smart, below average intelligence
He is a nincompoop who does not understand anything.
a nip
a small quantity of alcohol
I need a nip.
a nipper (British English)
a small child
a no-name brand
a product which has a brand which is not known or popular
Sometimes, it is the no-name brand computer
which is the best.
a no brainer
an obvious fact, the only answer, solution or decision
Helping the woman was a no brainer.
a no–no
not allowed, forbidden or prohibited
According to the law, taking drugs in the US is a no-no.
a noodle-head
void, vacant, unintelligent, dumb or stupid
She is a noodle head who understands nothing.
a nose for a story
to be able to uncover or find out what is happening
in other ‘s lives
Be careful what you say; she has a nose for a story.

a nose for business
to be extraordinarily good, talented or gifted at politics
I am not surprised at his success; he has always had a
nose for business.
a nose for danger
to have a special talent to find danger
He's not going to live very long as he has such a nose
for danger.
a nose for scandal
to be able to unearth, find or uncover a scandal
That newspaper reporter has a nose for scandal. If someone
is doing something that they don’t want made public, he will find out.
a numpty (Scottish English)
an ineffectual, incompetent, inadequate or stupid person
a numskull
dumb, stupid, dense
She is a numskull!
a one horse town
a boring, small, quiet rural town
I could not wait to leave. The place where I was born
was a one horse town.
a one-liner
a clever, original or funny remark
They are one-liners which make me really laugh.
a one-man band
autonomous, self-sufficient, not need the help of others
He a one-man band so he will be fine.
a pain in the ass
an irritant, annoyance or bother

She is such a pain in the ass. She drives me crazy.
a pain in the behind
a bother irritant or thorn
He is a pain in the behind!
a pain in the butt
a drag, pain or annoyance
He is a complete and total pain in the butt.
a pain in the neck
a cross to bear, crashing bore, a thorn in the side
Stop being a pain in the neck and sit down.
a parasite
being a person who lives off another, leech, sponger
Because he is a parasite, he will always look for
someone to take advantage of.
a patsy
an easy mark, weakling, pushover, easily hoodwinked
or manipulated
He is a patsy. That’s why he is always being taken
advantage of.
a pea in the shoe
a weight, bore or pain
He is an irritant who is like a pea in the shoe.
a peeping Tom
usually a male, but could be a female, who hides to watch a
person undress or engage in sexual activity
How can you trust John; he nothing but a peeping Tom.
a peep show
a pornographic film viewed from a coin-operated booth
a penny-pincher

grudging, ungenerous, miserly or stingy
She will not lend you anything; she is a penny-pincher.
a person of few words
quiet or not talkative
He is a person of few words.
a Peter Pan
a man who lives in fantasy or who does not want to grow up
He is a Peter Pan who will always remain childlike.
a photo finish
barely, hardly, scarcely or by a narrow margin win
a race or campaign
Because it was a photo finish, many people still
do not accept the results.
a pickle
a mess, hot water, problem, trouble
I’m in a pickle and, frankly, I don’t know what to do.
a picnic
easy, a cinch, a piece of cake, walkover or breeze
Stop worrying. I promise you that this will be
a picnic.
a piece of cake
easy, not at all difficult or as simple as one, two, three
Don’t worry. This is a piece of cake.
a piece of the pie
a part of the wealth, bounties and riches of society
Now that we have our own business, we have
a piece of the pie.

a pig of a ________________ (British English)

1.

difficult, hard, tough, not at all easy
This is a pig of project. I don’t know if I can do it.

2.

unpleasant, distasteful, annoying
That was a pig of job. I don’t want to do that again.

a pigeon
an easy victim or target
I wish he were not so innocent. He is a pigeon
for anyone out here.
a piggery (British English)
to be untidy, in disarray or in a shambles
This house is a piggery. You need to clean up.
a pig pen
to be in a shambles, to be disheveled or in disarray
Frankly, he lives in a pig pen.
a pig sty
to be turned upside down, in disarray or disheveled
Clean up this pig sty!
a pill
to be a bore, thorn or nuisance
He is like a pill that I have to swallow.
a pimp
1.
a male who arranges clients for a prostitute
The movie Hustle and Flow is about a pimp who is rethinking his
life.
2.

a male who attracts a great deal of women around him
He is a pimp. He can get women when no else can.

a pinch
a tight spot, in hot water or dilemma, a muddle
I have never been in such a pinch. I have no idea
what I’m going to do.
a pinhead
an idiot, moron or half-wit
He is a pinhead who has a hard time tying his shoes.
a pink collar worker
to be a low paid work done mostly by women i.e.
secretary or waitress
She is a pink collar worker; therefore, she makes
no money.
a pink pounder (British English)
a wealthy gay person who buy products
marketed to the gay audience

a pipe dream
unrealistic, impractical or infeasible
It is a pipe dream if you think that you are
going to get reparations.
a piss head (British English)
a drunkard, problem or hard drinker
a pisser
a very difficult job or chore
I don’t know if I can do this; no one can. It is a pisser.
a plainclothesman
to be an operative, detective, private eye or investigator

To be a plainclothesman can be very dangerous.
a plank
a fool, idiot, numbskull
a plate of meat (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
a person’s feet
a player
a male who can attract, and who has, a lot of women
He is not at all ashamed of the fact that he is a player.
a podge (British English)
a fat or overweight person
a political nose
to be extraordinarily good or have a special flair for politics
It's in his blood. He has a nose for politics.
a pompous ass
arrogant, self-important or haughty
He is nothing but a pompous ass.
a pony (British English)
twenty-five pound note
a poodle
to be obsequious, menial, servile, subservient, compliant,
acquiescent, tractable, groveling, cringing
That is what I heard. That he was the president’s poodle.
a popstrel (British English)
a young female singer
a positive spin on
interpreting a negative event in such a way that it is
appears to be positive
The government is desperately trying to put a positive spin
on the disaster. So far it is not working.

a postcard blue (British English)
to be a clear, blue and sunny sky
It is a beautiful day. It is a postcard blue.
a potted head (British English)
to be dead
a practical joke
a joke, gag or trick
I did not mean to offend you; it was a practical joke.
a pretty fix
in a mess, problem, in hot water, screw-up
This is a pretty fix that you have gotten us into.
a pretty pickle
a problem, dilemma, mess, complication
This is a pretty pickle that I don’t know how
to get out of.
a price on one's head
a reward offered for one’s capture or arrest
Many murderers have a price on his head.
a private dick (can be considered vulgar)
a plainclothesman, operative or detective
He is a private dick whose work is dangerous.
a private eye
a detective, private dick, private investigator
To be a private eye is to make more money than
a uniformed policeman.
a problem drinker
an alcoholic or drunk, not being able to control
one’s drinking
I’m worried because I think that he is a problem
drinker.

a prude
to be traditional, conventional, fundamentalist,
prudish or self-righteous
She is such a prude that she does not even listen to music.
a puff
suction, inhalation or drawing in of a cigarette
I’m dying for a cigarette. Give me a puff of yours.
a puffer (British English)
steam engine
a puffer (Scottish English)
small coastal freighter
a punk
1.
a jerk, creep, drip
He’s nothing but a punk. Why do you waste your time with him?
2.

a thug or criminal
What are you doing with him? He’s a punk.

a punter (British English)
a gambler, bettor, wager
He is a punter; therefore, do not trust him with your money.
a pup
tender, untried or untested
He is a pup who believes everything.
puppy
green, cub, pup, naïve, unseasoned, raw, wet behind the ears, unused
to, born yesterday, unripe
He is only a puppy. What else do you expect?
a pushover
to be easily manipulated, influenced or handled

She won’t be any problem; she is a pushover.
pussy
1.
taboo term which refers to the passage between a
woman's outer sexual organ and her uterus
2.

offensive term to refer to a weak, control or feeble man
Don't be such a pussy. Stand up to her and show her
who you are.

a quagmire
to be a mess or an impasse, be in chaos
The Middle East is a quagmire.
a queer duck
to be strange, different or one of a kind
She’s nice although she is a queer duck.
a quick sale
to discount the prices of products for a very brief period
The department store is having a quick sale. I have to
get over there now.
a quick study
to be intelligent or smart, be able to learn quickly
Teach her whatever she think is necessary. She
is a quick study.
a quickie
1.
to drink quickly because one is in a hurry (alcoholic beverage)
I’ll have a quickie. My train has been delayed for an hour.
2.

to have a brief sexual encounter
We had a quickie so I don’t even count that.

a quid (British English)
1.
one pound sterling
2.

a lump of chewing tobacco

a quid pro quo
a favor granted for a favor
In Congress a quid pro quo is illegal.
a quidnunc (British English)
a gossip or rumor monger, a gossip
a quip
to be a statement meant to get a reaction, be a clever or
sharp statement
That was a quip which I did not deserve.
a rabbit (British English)
a conversation
a rabble
to be an rampant, undisciplined or insubordinate
pack or group
This is nothing but a rabble; I’m going home.
a rainy day
a period of time when one needs money
I’m saving money just in case I have a rainy day.
a random shot
to be an assumption, supposition or hypothesis
I wish that I took credit for the decision but, frankly,
it was a random shot.
rare bird
unconventional, unorthodox or unusual person
Frankly, I don’t understand her. She is a rare bird.
a rat

an informer or informant, tell secrets
His days are numbered. He is a rat.
a rat hole
a dirty or filthy place
This restaurant is a rat hole. I won’t eat here.
a rat race
a confused, stressed, purposeless life
Life is nothing but a rat race.
a rattle-brain
to be one who is unstable, unsteady, volatile,
mercurial or erratic
He is a rattle-brain who can not be trusted.
a raw recruit
to be a new recruit, be inexperienced or not tried
He is a raw recruit; give him time.
a red-eye flight
to be long-distance flight that leaves late at night and arrives
very early in the morning
I prefer to take a red-eye flight. I can sleep throughout the flight.
a red-eye special
cheap long-distance flight that leaves late at night and arrives
very early in the morning
I saved a lot of money by taking a red-eye special.
a red herring
intended to divert attention from the

real problem or to be misleading
Don't worry. It's a red herring.
a R.H.I.N.O. (American politics)
an insulting term for a moderate or liberal republican
a Republican In Name Only
a ring of truth (to it)
sounding or appearing to be credible, true or reasonable
I heard his story and, although it sounds crazy, it does
have a ring of truth.
a ripple effect
having one action cause or set off other actions
What you are now seeing is the ripple effect.
a roaming eye
not being faithful to one’s partner, being unfaithful to one’s partner
You will never settle down until you don’t have a roaming eye.
a rolling stone
a person who does not stay in one place too long, a person who
can't or doesn't want to settle down
In my younger days, I was most definitely a rolling stone.
a roof over one’s head
shelter, living quarters or housing
If I don’t pay my rent, I will not have a roof over my head.
a rookie
inexperienced, novice, beginner, amateur, kitten
Because he is a rookie, he has no idea what is
going on.

a rotter (British English)
a scoundrel, rogue, jerk, bastard
What a rotter! Get him away from me.
a roughneck
to be a ruffian, hooligan or hoodlum
He may be nice to you but, the truth is, he’s a real roughneck.
a roving eye
a wandering eye, unfaithful to one’s partner
I don’t know how she remains married to him; he has such
a roving eye.
rummy
to be a person who drinks too much, be an alcoholic or a sponge
Ever since I can remember he has been a rummy.
a runaway
to be a teenager who has run away from home.
I think that she is a runaway so you should
call her parents.
a run away hit
a major or indisputable success (music)
That CD was a run away hit. There’s no doubt
that it’s going to win a Grammy.
a run away hit
(movie) blockbuster, big money-maker
I don’t understand how this film was a run away hit. It stunk!
a runaway win
to win by a large amount, win by a landslide
It was a runaway win.
a ruse

to be a trick, to be fraud, hoax or deception
He never had the money to invest. It was all a ruse.
a sally
to be an attack, onset, or raid
a salt (British English)
a woman (usually sexual partner)
samey (British English)
monotonous
samfi (West Indian)
swindler
a scapegoat
the person who is blamed for all the problems, the fall guy
He didn't do anything; he's only a scapegoat.
a scared cow
untouchable, inviolate, safe and secure or protected
Business is a scared cow in the US.
a scaremonger
to worry, fret, be overly anxious or disquieted
He is a scaremonger.
a scatterbrain
1.
to be a lightweight or not very intelligent
Because she is a scatterbrain, no one thinks she will
make it through university.
2.

to be one is frivolous, flighty, irresponsible or impractical
She does not know what she is doing; she is a scatterbrain.

a schlep (Yiddish)
inept, silly, inane, foolish person
He is such a schlep that he amazes me.

a schlemiel (Yiddish)
a dupe, chump, sap or laughingstock
He is a schlemiel that no one likes.
a schnook (Yiddish)
a fool, dupe, chump, gull, patsy, pigeon
He is a schnook that is an easy mark for anybody.
Scooby-Do (British English)
a clue
She doesn’t have a Scooby-Do.
a screwball
crazy, eccentric, off-beat
I do not like it because it is a screwball comedy.
a screw loose
not all there, mentally unsound or crazy
I am convinced that she has a screw loose.
screw up
1.
mistake, blunder or fiasco
This is a screw up. Who’s responsible for this.
2.
a person who is always blundering, messing up or making
mistakes
He has always been a screw up.
a screwball
to be crazy, eccentric, off-beat
I do not like it because it is a screwball comedy.
a scuffle
a skirmish, an open confrontation, clash,
brush or tussle
He left her after they had a scuffle.

a second banana
the less important in a partnership (usually in
the entertainment field)
I am the second banana. He is the one who is always
getting the laugh.
a second fiddle
the less important in a partnership
(usually in the entertainment field)
You are not the most important member of the group. Face the
reality that you are a second fiddle.
a second thought
to have a feeling, hunch, suspicion, notion
I wish that I could tell you different but I am beginning
to have a second thought about the deal.
a shadow
detective, private eye or investigator, tail
a shadow of a doubt
remnants or trace of doubt
Before yes but now there is not a shadow of a doubt.
a shaggy dog story
a long and rambling story or joke that is funny because of
its ridiculousness or impossibility
It was a shaggy dog story that made absolutely no sense.
a shakedown
blackmail, extortion, obtaining by force, exaction
There is no ifs or buts about it, it was a shakedown.
a shark
a predator, be predatory, greedy or grasping
He is a real shark. He wants everything down to the last penny.

a sheep
a person who does not take a chance, hesitant or too reserved
He won’t do anything; he is a sheep.
a sheepish
to be docile, manageable or complying
She is so sheepish that she will not question
your decision.
a shiner
a black eye
He gave her a real shiner.
a shit head
to be silly, foolish or not very intelligent
He is a shit head; I don’t know what you expect.
a shoe in
a sure thing, having no problem to be accepted or getting in
Because his father contributed thousands of dollars, he is
a shoe-in.
a shoo-in
a sure thing, cinch or breeze
He will be a shoo-in.
a shoot out
open confrontation, scrape, fight, face off, altercation
We’re arriving to the point of having a shoot out.
a shopping bag lady
a older or old homeless woman who keeps all her belongings
in shopping bags
Her greatest fear was that she was going to be a shopping bag lady.

a shot
an attempt, an effort, endeavor
You should, at least, take a shot.
a shot in the arm
to give more life to, confidence or encouragement to
He thinks that the tax cut will be a shot in the
arm for the economy. I don't think so.
a shot in the dark
to be an approximation, guess or conjecture
His answer was a shot in the dark.
a shoulder to cry on
to be a support or help
Being a shoulder to cry on was a great help.
a showdown
to have scrape, fight, face off, an altercation
We’re arriving to the point of having a showdown.
a simpleton
to be a lump head, klutz, or numskull
He is a simpleton who will never understand.
sing-jay (British English)
a DJ who raps and sings
sit below the salt
be in an inferior position
a sitting duck
a chump, sap or an easy victim
She was a sitting duck, waiting to
be victimized.
a skeleton in one’s closet
a past that one is not necessarily proud of, incidents in one’s

past that one would prefer to remain hidden
There are very few people who do not have
a skeleton in their closet.
a skin diver (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
five pound note
a skirt
a woman (usually young and attractive)
a slap in the face
1.
a great insult or offense
His behavior toward me was a slap in the face.
2.

a rebuff or snub
What she said to me, after all that I had given
her, was a slap in the face.

slapper (British English)
a woman who is sexually experience
a slash and burn policy
a policy which is both extreme and harmful
Because he has a slash and burn policy, the voters
rejected him.
a sleazebag
dirty, obscene, base, vile, nasty, indecent
He is a sleazebag; I want you to stay away from him.
a sleepy head
1.
to have half asleep or tired eyes, be very tired, half-asleep
You are such a sleepy head; it’s time for you to go to bed.
2.

to oversleep or sleeping too much
It's time to get up; you are a sleepy head!

a slip
mistake, blunder, indiscretion, blunder

I didn't mean to say anything. It was a slip.
a slip of the tongue
accidentally revealing or disclosing a secret
If I could take it back, I would. It was a slip of
the tongue.
a slippery slope
a process which once started is hard
to stop, being a dangerous and irreversible course
Many people think that euthanasia is a
slippery slope.
a small fry
a featherweight, a big nothing or big fish in a small pond
He's important here but, in New York, he's small fry.
a smash
a big hit, winner, best seller or grand slam
I’m glad to say that you have a smash.
a smear campaign
a course of action to destroy someone’s reputation or name
After he published his book, they started a smear campaign.
a smoke
cigarette
Do you have a smoke?
a smoke screen
to hide the real intention or plan
This war is nothing but a smoke screen.
a smoking gun
to be incontrovertible or indisputable incriminating evidence

This is not a smoking gun so keep looking.
a snag
to contain a previously unforeseen obstacle, problem or impediment
I’m afraid it’s not going to be as easy as we had originally believed;
there is a snag.
a snake in the grass
to be a snake, stab one in the back, be two-faced or crooked
Be very careful; she is a snake in the grass.
a sneaking suspicion
to have a growing or creeping doubt, leeriness or uncertainty
I have a sneaking suspicion that there is something wrong.
a sneaky suspicion
to have a feeling, suspicion or notion
I have a sneaky suspicion that his numbers are all wrong.
a snitch
to be an informer or informant
His days are numbered. He is a snitch.
a snoop
to be long nosed, overcurious, nosy, a busybody,
eavesdropper or meddlesome
Watch out! She’s a snoop.
a soft mark
to be the target or the person who is considered the weakest
Because of the way that he looks, he has always been a mark
for any bully.
a soft spot for
to be partial to, like, have fondness for
I must admit that I have a soft spot for the
bad boy.

a soft touch
to be soft mark, a target or chump
He has always been a soft touch.
a son of a bitch
a creep, rat, dog, incorrigible
By anyone’s definition, John is a son of a bitch.
a sore loser
to not graciously and magnanimously accept one’s defeat
You are nothing but a sore loser.
a souped-up car
a car which has been modified to go faster and to be higher
up from the ground
a spill
fall, tumble, stumble
That was quite a nasty spill that you had.
a spin
(in a motor vehicle) a ride, a drive, an outing in the car
I thought that may be you would like to go for a spin.
a spin of the wheel
a chance, happenstance, one’s luck
A spin of the wheel will determine my fate.
a spine
courage, moxie, not fearful or scared
Before you call yourself a man, you have to grow a spine.
a splitting headache
to have a migraine, have a headache or bad headache
I have such a splitting headache that I can’t go to
the movies with you.

a sponge
a parasite, mooch or freeloader
She is a sponge, living off of everyone but herself.
a spot (British English)
a small quantity of liquid (beverage)
I wouldn’t mind a spot of tea.
square go (Scottish-English)
a fair fight
No one took advantage of anyone. We had a square go.
a squeeze
extortion, shakedown, blackmail
He got what he did through a squeeze.
a stand-off
a draw, tie or come out even
The game was a stand-off.
a staggering price
an amount which catches one off guard,
shockingly high number, an astonishing price
I knew that it was going to be a lot, but a million dollars
is a staggering price.
staying access
temporary custody
a steal
extremely cheap or inexpensive, costing almost nothing,
extremely good bargain
This house is a steal.
a stew
hot water, a mess, a fine kettle of fish, foul up
What a stew! Who’s responsible for this?

a stick in the mud
being a person who is

insular, parochial, conventional or provincial

You are wasting your time trying to explain to him. He is
a stick in the mud.
a stiff neck
to be resolute, determined or decided
He is a stiff neck who never change his mind.
a stomach churner
an event or situation which makes one nervous, scared or frighten
This ride was definitely a stomach churner.
a stool-pigeon
being a person who reveals or divulges information which is
meant to be kept secret
To be a stool-pigeon is very dangerous.
a stooshie (British/Scottish English)
a fight or quarrel
a storm in a teacup
an overreaction to a situation
I think that all of this is a storm in a teacup.
a straight-shooter
a person who is direct, candid, blunt, or plain-spoken
Don't worry; she'll tell you the truth. She's a straight-shooter.
a street gang
to be a group of males or females
There are a number of street gangs in the U.S.
a street walker
a woman who sells her body, a hooker or lady of pleasure
She is a street walker; she works downtown.

a stretch
a story which is hard to believe, embellishment of the truth or a fact
Probably the core of what he says is true but the rest
I think is a stretch.
a stuff shirt
an overly formal, reserved or serious person
He is a such a stuff shirt that he takes everything
so seriously.
a stumper
a problem, puzzle, riddle or enigma
I couldn’t answer the question; it was a real stumper.
a sucker
a dupe, soft mark or chump
He is always cheated because he is a sucker.
Clear and simple.
a sugar daddy
a male, usually older and richer, who takes care of
a younger woman in return for sexual favor
The only way he can get a beautiful woman is to be
a sugar daddy.
a sun downer (British English)
alcoholic beverage taken at the end of the day or just
before going to bed
a sure thing
certainty, child’s play, shoo in, cinch
It is not a sure thing. It never is.
a swarm
to be an intractable, riotous or disorderly group or pack
This is a swarm of dogs who will attack without much provocation.
a swindler
to deceive, trick, lie, cheat or con

He is a swindler. Why did you believe him?
T and A man
a tit and ass man
man who interested in a woman because of her big breasts and buttocks
a tattle-tale
a blabbermouth, tattler or squealer
She is a tattle-tale who does not use know how to control
her mouth.
a tear jerker
a movie or book which makes one cry
This is nothing but a tear jerker.
a teetotaler
to abstain from alcohol, not drink
She is now a teetotaler.
a tempest in a teapot
to overreact, overdo, inflate, exaggerate
I think that all of this is nothing but a tempest in a teacup.
a tenderfoot
1.
to be an easy victim or easy mark
He is such a tenderfoot that I don’t know how he has
survived up until now.
2.

to be a novice, beginner, or a freshman
He is a tenderfoot who still needs time to get more experience.

a thickhead
to be a dunce, dope or klutz
He is a thickhead who understands nothing.
a think tank
to be very intelligent, bright or smart
He is a think tank who can solve any problem.

a thorn in the flesh
an annoyance, irritant, bother or burden
He is such a thorn in the flesh that I can’t stand him anymore.
a three day weekend
three, instead of two, days of not working (either a
Friday or Monday)
I’m not coming to work on Friday. I’m taking
a three day weekend.
a three dollar bill
unconventional, unorthodox or unusual person
Frankly, I don’t understand her. She is as strange as a three dollar bill.
toke
puff or draw of a cigarette
I’m dying for a cigarette. Give me a toke of yours.
a tongue-twister
to be a sequence of words which are
difficult to say
(i.e. she sells sea shells by the sea shore)
a toss of the dice
chance, heads or tail, happenstance, fortune
Life is nothing but a toss of the dice.
a tough nut to crack
a difficult person to understand
He's hard to talk to. He's a tough nut to crack.
a tower of jelly
a weakling, milquetoast or jelly fish
You can trust her only if you can trust a weakling.
She's a tower of jelly.
a trick
the client of a prostitute, a john

Of course he’s not my boyfriend; he’s a trick.
a trickle
a small amount or quantity moving slowing
There has only been a trickle of aide coming in.
a true blue
to be loyal, faithful, constant or steady-going (slang)
He is a true blue follower; therefore, he can be trusted.

a trump up charge
a fake charge, to be set up for a crime that one has not committed
He spent years in prison on a trump up.
a turn of the wheel
a chance, happenstance, one’s luck
A spin of the wheel will determine my fate.
a turntablist
DJ who specializes in sampling and scratching

a turkey
1.
stupid, dumb, not very intelligent
He is a turkey who does not understand anything.
2.

a failure, flop, washout, bomb, fizzle
My attempt was a turkey, a bomb, a total fiasco.

3.

bother or pest, be someone that no one wants to be around

Why did you bring along this turkey? Nobody likes him.

a tweenager (British/Scottish English)
a person between the age of 10 to 14
a tween
a person between the age of 10 to 14
a two dollar bill
to be a fake, delusion or phony
Open your eyes. Can’t you see that he
is a two dollar bill.
a used-car salesman
to be a dissembler, deluder, cheater or con man
Did you really think that what he was saying was true?
He is a used-car salesman, willing to say whatever to get
what he wants.
a vegetable
can be an offensive term for someone who is brain dead or in a coma
(depending on how it is used)
a veggie
a vegetarian
I’ve been a veggie for many years.
a wad of
a large chunk, block or hunk
a wad of
a mouthful, a chunk, a gob

He had a wad of chewing tobacco in his mouth.
It was disgusting.
a wad of money
big roll or bank roll of money
He had a wad of money bulging out of his pocket.
Where did he get so much money?
a waffle (British English)
a casual, purposeless or aimless conversation,
shooting the breeze
a walk in the park
to be easy, be easy and enjoyable, not difficult
Moving will never be a walk in the park.
a walkaway
to be child’s play, cinch, sure and easy victory, a picnic
It wasn’t even a contest it was a walkaway.
a walking disaster
someone who is always causing mishaps and accidents,
to be a person who brings bad luck and disaster
I have the horrible reputation of being a walking disaster.
a walking encyclopedia
to be very intelligent or smart
Ask John. He’s a walking encyclopedia.
a walkover
to be a walkway, shoo-in, sure and easy victory, cinch
Everyone says that this election will be a walkover.

a wallflower
being a person who is shy, timid, withdrawn, shrinking, or unsociable
Whenever she goes to a party, she is a wallflower.
a wanger (British English)
a penis
a wank bank (British English)
one’s memory of what one was feeling while masturbating
a wank mag (British English)
a pornographic magazine
a wanker (British English)
1.
someone who masturbates, masturbator
2.

idiot, ninny, boob, moron

3.

a nauseating, repugnant, disgusting or repellent person

a wankshaft (British English)
an objectionable, reprehensible, gross or revolting person
a wank spanner (British English)
one’s hands (used for masturbating)
a wankstain (British English)
1.
semen stain
2.

a revolting, off-putting, offensive or repulsive person

a wannabe
someone who wants to be something else (usually someone
famous, rich, handsome or beautiful)
She is nothing but a wannabe.

a washout
failure, fizzle, no-good, failure
The concert was a washout. Hardly anyone showed up.
a wassock (British English)
stupid, idiot, not the most intelligent, ninny
a waste of space (British English)
a revolting, abhorrent, off-putting, offensive or repulsive person
He is nothing but a waste of space.
a waste of space (British English)
a revolting, abhorrent, off-putting, offensive or repulsive person
He is nothing but a waste of space.
a wastrel (British English)
hoodlum, jerk, bully roughneck
What are you with such a wastrel?!
a watershed
a period of great change
The Civil War was a watershed in American history.
a wazzock (British English)
someone who is stupid or dumb, a ninny, a featherhead
a wean (Scottish English)
a child or baby
a weasel
being a person who is sneaky, underhanded or secretive

She is a real weasel.
a wedding tackle (British English)
penis
a wedge issue (political term)
an issue used during a campaign to divide people
Gay marriage is a wedge issue in the
presidential campaign.
a wedgie
a trick in which one’s underpants is pull between one’s buttocks
He and his friends were always giving me a wedgie.
a weigh around one's neck
to be a burden, load, bother, annoyance, problem,
I'm out of here. I am only a weight around his neck.
a weight off one's mind
to be no longer worry or concerned about something
Now that he's home, that's a weight off my mind.
a weight on one’s mind
to be very worried, preoccupied or concerned
My daughter has always been a weight on my mind.
a weirdo
eccentric, original, rarity, strange
I know that a lot of his students think that he is a weirdo.
a well which will never dry
being a situation which will continue with no end in sight

Unless we understand the why this will continue to
be a well which will never dry.
a welly (British English)
a hard kick
a wet blanket
a boring person, bore, pest, nuisance, or a pain
He is a wet blanket who is a real bother.
a wet Nellie (British English)
a weak minded, feebleminded, weak, foolish or dull-witted person
a whatchamacallit
the name of something whose name slip me or that I can’t remember
at the moment
Give me that whatchamacallit.
a whinger (British English)
a frequent and consistent complainer or grumbler
a whip-round (British English)
the collection of money or the passing around of the hat for
a particular purpose
We had a whip-round after we heard about Mary’s father.
a whipped dog
being a person who carries him or herself in a subdued, beaten
or defeated manner
What has happened to him.? He is like a whipped dog.
a whirlwind romance
a romance or love affair that happens quickly

It was a whirlwind romance that no one thought would last.
a whistle and flute (British English/ cockney/ rhyming slang)
a suit
a whistle blower
to be an insider in a company or industry who
reveals wrong-doing
It is very dangerous to be a whistler blower.
a whispering campaign
an organized circulation of rumors started to destroy
someone’s reputation
What did him in was the whispering campaign.
a white collar worker
to be a worker who is paid a yearly salary rather
monthly wage (usually require a college degree)
It is not longer considered elitist to be a white
collar worker.
a white night (British English)
a sleepless night
a whitey
a short or brief period of being nauseated or feeling sick
a whiz
a person who is smart, very intelligent or an egg head
Once he has been in my class, he has been a whiz.
a whiz at
to have an adroitness, natural flair for, swiftness or faculty for

Ever since I can remember, he has been a whiz at math.
a whopper
1.
something that is very large
2.

a big lie
That wasn’t just a lie. It was a whopper.

a whore
a promiscuous woman
a wide-boy (British English)
a working class, cocky, charismatic, stylishly dressed male
a wide-o (Scottish English)
a mean, nasty, offensive or deplorable person
a wide-on (British English)
sexually excited (female) i.e. to have a wide-on.
a wigga
a white person who acts as if he were an urban, working class
black person who is a part of the hip-hop culture
A wigga is someone who pretends to be what he is not.
a wigger
a white person who acts as if he were an urban, working class
black person who is a part of the hip-hop culture
A wigger is someone who pretends to be what he is not.
a wimp (male)
1.
weak, not athletic or anemic

Just because I'm not a muscle-man that does
not mean that I am a wimp.
2.

spineless, chicken-hearted or craven
Stand up for yourself and don't be such a wimp.

a windfall
an unexpected gain or gift, a piece of good luck or fortune
This is truly a windfall and I thank God for it.
a windbag
a blowhard, person who brags or boasts
Don’t believe what he says; he is a windbag.
a willy-woofter (British English)
a gay male
a window licker (British English)
a mentally challenged individual
a winkle
a penis
a wind-up merchant
1.
a person who lies regularly
2.

a person who jokes regularly

a wino
an alcoholic
I heard that he is a wino who is living on the streets.

a wisecrack
a smart, ironic or sarcastic remark or statement
He is a wisecrack that I can not tolerate.
a wizard’s sleeve (British English)
loose-fitting, wide, ample or large vagina
a wobbler (British English)
a person who is in a fit of terror, fear, hysteria or alarm
a wobbly (British English)
a person who is in a fit of terror, fear, hysteria or alarm
a wobbly pop (British English)
an alcoholic drink, including a beer
a wog (British English)
a Black or Asian person
a wog-box (British English)
a large portable radio
I wish that you would turn down that wog-box.
a wolf in sheep’s clothing
to be a betrayer, deceiver or trickster
You know that he can not be treated because he is nothing
but a wolf in a sheep’s clothing.
a womb broom
a penis
a wondering eye
Don Juan, Casanova or Romeo, be a woman
chaser or womanizer

He can not trusted because he has a wondering eye.
a wood
an erected penis
a woody
an erected penis
a wop
a derogatory term for an Italian
a worm
to be a person who is spineless, has no backbone
or courage
He can’t be trusted; he is a worm.
a worrywart
to worry excessively, be all worked up or antsy
Don’t be such a worrywart who is always looking
for the worst.
a wrong move
to be a false step, misstep or wrong step
Most definitely, getting pregnant was a wrong move.
a yah (British/Scottish English)
a person of the upper class
a Yank (British English)
North American
The English that a Yank speaks is sometimes
hard to understand.

a yes-man
a yes-man, lackey, backslapper, truckler
He is a yes-man who will do everything that his boss wants.

a yokel
to be uneducated, backwards or peon
He thinks that I am a yokel but he is going
to be surprised.
yoyo
jerk, turkey, punk, creep
He’s a yoyo. He’s always been one.
a zero
to be a nobody, be considered nothing
As far as the administration is concerned, I am
a zero.
a zinger
to be a clever remark or statement made to insult or offend, be a
crack or quick answer
This was a zinger which really hurts
a zit
to be a pimple or bump (usually on one’s face)

count noun with ‘an’
an action man (British English)
a macho or aggressive male

an adultescent
an adult who tries to hold on to adolescence
She is not an adolescent; she’s an adultescent. She never wants
to grow up.
an after eight (British English/ cockney/ rhyming slang)
date (cockney rhyming slang)
afterglow
aftermath
after-party
aftershock
aftertaste
an afty (British English)
abbreviation for ‘afternoon’
I can meet you this afty.
an aggro (British English)
an aggressive male who is always looking for trouble
agony aunt (British English)
the person who answers letter in a newspaper column
an Air Gunner (British English)
stunner (cockney rhyming slang)
Did you see her? She’s a real Air Gunner.
an Al Capone (British English)
telephone
an alarmist

to overreact, get overexcited, to lose one’s sense of balance
to be a person who exaggerates dangers, overreact
Don’t listen to what he is saying; he’s an alarmist.
an albatross around one's neck
to be a millstone, an unwanted charge or duty
I'm only an albatross around your neck so,
please, let me leave.
an alchy (British English)
alcoholic
He’ll drink anything. He’s an alchy.
an all nighter
to study all night
I’m having my final tomorrow. Tonight I’m going to
pull an all nighter.
an all nighter (British English)
a social event that goes all night
an also-ran
loser, runner up, the defeated, good sport
I have always been an also-ran.
an amber nectar (Australian and British English)
a Lager
an ankle-biter (Australian and British English)
a child
an Anthony Blunt (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
cunt

an apple fritter (British English)
shitter (cockney rhyming slang)
an apple-polisher
sycophant, bootlicker, fawner, toadeater
He’s an apple-polisher. He’s always trying to please his bosses.
an April shower (British English)
flower (cockney rhyming slang)
an apprentice to
to be sent out to work for someone
The child was apprenticed to the company.
an argy-bargy (British and Scottish English)
a quarrel or argument
arse (British English)
1.

an objectionable person who is a pest, bother, nuisance, irritating,
stupid or contemptible

2.

unsatisfactory, below standard or par, inferior, or inadequate job
He made an arse of the whole project. I had to do it all over again.

an arseface
1.
an unattractive or ugly person
2.

a lousy, mean or base person

3.

a dumb, stupid, or not very intelligent person

an arse bandit (British English)
male homosexual
an arse-hole (British English)
1.

stupid, dumb, featherbrain, blockhead
I have never met such an arse-hole.

2.

stupid, irritating, or disgusting person
He’s an arse hole. He gets on my last nerve.

an arse-licker (British English)
fawner, apple-polisher, sycophant, bootlicker
He’s an arse-licker.
an arse load (British English)
a lot, a great deal of, large quantity
You gave him an arse load of work to complete. He won’t be
finished until sometime next week.
an arse monger (British English)
contemptible, mean, disgusting
Because he’s an arse monger, I can’t stand him.
an arse-up (British English)
mess, wreck, shambles
What an arse-up!
an arsewipe (British English)
to be a disgusting, horrible or wretched person
an Artful Dodger

to be a circumventor, pretender, fraud or perjurer
He is an Artful Dodger; he can not be believed.
an article (British English)
a person who is disgusting, repugnant, obnoxious, loathsome or rotten
He’s nothing but a no-good article.
an ass
1.
stupid, dumb, not the most intelligence, backwards, silly
Don’t listen to her; she’s an ass.
2.

silly, ridiculous, not worth wasting one’s time on
I have not met a sillier ass.

an ass in lion’s skin
to betray, deceive, trick or lie
He is not at all strong; he is nothing but
an ass in lion’s skin.
an asshat (British English)
1.
stupid, dumb, featherbrain, blockhead
I have never met such an asshat.

2.

stupid, irritating, or disgusting person
He’s an asshat. He gets on my last nerve.

ass hole
1.
bothersome, irritating, or disgusting person
He’s an ass hole. He gets on my last nerve.

2.

fool, nincompoop, meathead, pinhead
He’s an ass hole who never gets anything right.

3.

stupid, dumb, not the most intelligence
He’s an asshole.

ass man
a male who is especially attracted to a woman for her buttock or derrière
He’s an ass man. If you don’t have a big behind, he’s not interested.
an Aussie
a resident of Australia
Aussies tend to be conservative.
an Aussie kiss (British English)
oral sex
an average joe
everyday man
an aviation blonde
a bottle or box blonde, to have dyed blonde hair
Natural my foot! She’s an aviation blonde.

an awlarse (British English)
contemptible, objectionable, offensive,
repugnant or obnoxious person
He is an awlarse who will do whatever.
an axe (British English)
guitar or saxophone

an axe wound (British English)
vagina
an aylesbury duck (British English/ cockney/ rhyming slang)
fuck
an eager beaver (British English)
an enthusiastic, eager, ebullient, irrepressible person
I love her but I wish that she were not such an eager beaver.
an ear for music
to have a keen, acute, sharp or intuitive perception for music
He does not need to see the notes; just play the song for him. He
has an excellent ear for music.
an earache (British English)
a person who grumbler, complainer, moaner or griper
What an earache!
an ear bashing (British English)
upbraiding, scolding, tongue-lashing, rebuke
He is always give everyone an ear bashing.
an earful (British English)
1.
upbraiding, scolding, tongue-lashing, rebuke
He gave me an earful.
2.

enough of, sufficient
I had an earful. I don’t want to hear anymore.

a earbashing

ear candy
earnest money
an earner (British English)
an action, product, job or enterprise which earns money
an Eartha Kitt (British English/cockney/ rhyming slang)
the act of defecation
an easy mark
a soft touch, ready victim, easy target
You should not be such an easy mark.
an easy touch
a soft touch, ready victim, easy target
You should not be such an easy touch.
eco-freak
eco-friendly
eco-warrior
an eejit (British English)
an idiot, someone who is stupid or not at all intelligent
an egg and spoon (British English/cockney/ rhyming slang)
offensive term for a black person
an egghead
to be a walking encyclopedia, be high brow or smart
Don't be such an egghead!!
an Einstein

very intelligent or smart
He is an Einstein who can solve any math problem.
an elbow-bender
to be very fond of drinking, drink a lot
an elevenses (British English)
a short refreshment break usually around eleven o’clock
in the morning (for coffee or tea)
an emmet (British English)
a tourist
an enigma
to be unknown, a question or incomprehensible
She was an enigma who I never succeeded in understanding.
an eppy (British English)
uncontrollable fury, ire, anger, passion
He is always having an eppy.
an Essex girl (British English)
derogatory term for a woman who is considered low class (promiscuous,
drunk, heavily made-up and loud)
an eye opener
alcoholic beverage, booze, spirits, poison, eye opener,
cup of cheer
an eye opener
shock, astonishment, astonishment
What happened was most definitely an eye opener.

an eye-opener
to be a revelation, disclosure, surprise or shocker
What she told me was a real eye-opener.
an ignoramus
to be ignorant or stupid
Only an ignoramus would do such a thing.
an indie film
an independent film, a film made outside of the studios
an indie kid
a fan of music not affiliated with major labels
an indie label
a record company that is not associated with the big
music companies or corporation
an innie
a belly button which does not protrude
Although I have an innie, I got my belly button pierced.
an inside job
a crime committed about by persons who work in the company robbed
It was an inside job; therefore, all the employees are suspect.
an insider
someone who belongs to the organization or company, especially
in the area of politics
He lost the election because they don’t want an insider.
an item
a couple that everyone is talking or gossiping about

I heard that they are now an item.
an odd ball
to be strange, eccentric or off-centered
He is most definitely an odd-ball.
an odd feeling
to have qualms, have a bad feeling, misgivings, bad vibes
I’m leaving. I have an odd feeling that something isn’t
quite right.
an odd fish (British English)
a strange, eccentric or weird person
How can you be friends with him. He’s such
an odd fish.
an oddity
to be strange, an oddball, eccentric or original
He is an oddity that I just don’t understand.
an off color joke
to be an adult joke, one of questionable taste
Although it was an off color joke, I couldn't
help but laugh.
an oik (British English)
a pig, an uncultured, unrefined or crude person
She’s an oik.
an oily (British English)
a cigarette

an oily rag (British English)
an derogatory term for a gay person
an old bag
a derogatory term for an elderly disagreeable woman
She’s an old bag who gets on my nerve.
an old boiler (British English)
1.
a homely, plain or unattractive woman
She is nothing but an old boiler. How can you
go out with her?
2.

one’s wife

an old boot (British English)
an unattractive older woman
She’s an old boot who can’t get a man.
an old fart
a grumpy, old-fashioned old man
He’s an old fart!
an oojah
Whatchamacallit, the name of something when one
has forgotten the name of it
I want that oojah.
an old flame
a former girl/boyfriend for whom one may still
have affection
He’s an old flame that I have never gotten over.
an old hand
to be an expert, to be experienced
I wouldn't worry; he is an old hand at climbing mountains.
to be an old saw
to be a platitude, saying or maxim
Because it is an old saw does not mean that it’s right.

an onslaught
to be an attack, raid, foray
It was an onslaught which was especially brutal.
an open and shut case
to be a case where there is no doubt about the
guilt of the party
I don't think that this case will go to court. It is an
open and shut case.
to be an onus
to be a millstone, cross, liability, hindrance
This is onus.
an outtie
a belly button which protrudes
an over the shoulder boulder holder (British English)
a bra
an oxygen thief (British English)
derogatory for an elderly or old person
She should already be in the grave. She’s nothing but an oxygen thief.
an oyster
to be non-communicative
an ugly duckling
to be an unattractive young girl who is expected to be
beautiful when she grows up
She was an ugly duckling.
an Uncle Ned (British English/ cockney/ rhyming slang)
1.
bed

2.

the head

an Uncle Tom
1.
a black person who is considered a traitor to his race
It is very hurtful to be called an Uncle Tom.
2.

a black person who is considered to be friendly or accommodating
to persons of European descent
His grandfather believed that any black person who had white
friends was an Uncle Tom.

an underdog
to be considered weak, a loser or second rate
In the beginning, he was an underdog in the race.
an understatement
to understate, minimize, make light of
It is an understatement to say that Bill Gates has money.
an uphill battle
a hard, arduous or difficult fight or struggle
Losing weight has always been an uphill battle for me.
an uphill gardener
a gay male
an upper
barbiturate
nouns which require no modifier
AC/DC
Bisexual

Ace of Spade (British English)
AIDS (cockney rhyming slang)
Acker Bilk (British English)
milk (cockney rhyming slang)
ackers (British English)
money, currency
Adam and ants (British English/ cockney/ rhyming slang)
pants
Adam and ants (British English/ cockney/ rhyming slang)
plants
afters (British English)
Albert Halls (British English/ cockney / rhyming slang)
balls, testicles
It was as if I’d got kicked in the Albert Halls.
almonds (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
socks
almonds rocks (British English)
socks
Put on your almonds. We got to go.
anchors (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
brakes
You don’t have to keep hitting the anchors!

ancient Greek (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
freak
anorak (British English)
nerd, eccentric, badly dressed, socially inept, obsessive person
I can’t believe that you’re interested in that anorak.
ant n decs (British English/ cockney/ rhyming slang)
oral sex
anyone's guess
to not be known, be unknowable, not know
It is anyone's guess that he's telling me the truth.
arm candy
a sexually attractive companion or escort
Whose that arm candy with Carol? I would like to know his name?

bag and baggage
all of one’s belongings
I threw her out bag and baggage.
balls
1.
vulgar term for testicles
2.

courage, bravery, valor, heroism

3.

fortitude, determination, will, will power

4.

firmness, invincibility, staunchness, steadfastness

5.

(slang) mettle, pluck, pluckiness, backbone, nerve, grit,
sand, guts, moxie

6.

courageous, virile, manly, unafraid, nervy, unblenching

7.

(slang) gutsy

bargain basement
cheap, discounted, half-priced
These prices are bargain basement.
big science (British)
science which is expensive and require a large number of scientists
black money (British English)
1.
illegally obtained money
2.

secret money used illegally

blood
(African-American English) another Black person (usually male)
What’s up, blood?
blow
heroin
Blue (Australian/ New Zealand English)
nickname for a red head, red-headed, Red (American English)
How are you doing, Blue?
blue
to be depressed, sad, despondent, unhappy, morose, glum, downcast
Don’t worry. I’m always blue on Monday. I’ll be alright tomorrow.

blue balls
painful condition involving the
testicles (also used to refer to venereal disease)
blue-beat (British and Jamaican English)
ska, type of off-beat popular Jamaican
Blue-beat is the forerunner to reggae.
blues
blue work clothes
Bollywood
popular film industry located in Bombay, India
The movies made in Lollywood are shown all over the world.
boobs
derogatory term for a woman’s breast
She has gigantic boobs.
boots on the grounds (army slang)
to present in person, to be there
The only way to do this is with boots on the ground.
brain food
fish is considered the primary brain food ( because of its supposed
ability to help to make one smarter)
I don’t care that fish is brain food. I rather remain stupid than eat that.
bread (American English)
money

bread (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
money
bread and butter
basic source of income or for making a living (i.e. bread
and butter job)
This job is my bread and butter. I can not leave it.
breakfast food
food that is normally eaten at breakfast, i.e. eggs, cold cereal,
pancakes or waffles
I eat breakfast food for breakfast, lunch and dinner.

buns (British English)
bottom, derrière, buttocks
She has some nice buns.
cabbage (British English)
female genitals
cack (British English)
1.
feces, excrement, manure
2.

rubbish, trash, garbage
That’s nothing but a lot of cack!

cantopop (British English)
music which mix Western disco music with Cantonese lyrics
Cantopop has become quite popular in many parts of the world.
carrot-top

nickname for someone who is has red-haired
Carrot-top, how are you today?
cash
money
cans
headphones
chapel hat pegs (British English)
erect female nipples
Charlie (British English)
cocaine
char
tea
charlies (British English)
women’s breasts
cheekiness (British English)
insolence, audacity, brashness, boldness
None of your cheekiness!
chelp (British English)
insolence, audacity, brashness, cheekiness
None of your chelp!
chicken feed
hardly no money, only a few dollars, a couple of pennies
Why are you fighting over chicken feed?

chicken-hearted
scared, cowardly, timid, frightened, afraid
He’s chicken-hearted.
Chinky (British English)
an offensive and derogatory way to refer to Chinese food
chops
the mouth of either a person or an animal
chow
food
Don’t you have any chow? I’m starving.
Chrissie (British English)
Christmas
claret
blood
clobber
personal belonging and equipment, including one’s clothes
coarse fish
freshwater fish other than trout and salmon
cold cash
dollars and cents (rather than credit cards or checks)
I don’t accept check, only cold cash.
coffee and cake
small amount of money, a little bit of money, nothing
What are you crying about? It’s nothing but coffee and cake.

cold turkey
withdrawal from an addictive substance all at once (versus
stopping little by little)
I wanted to do it cold turkey. One day, I just stopped smoking.
comfort food
foods which gives comfort to one, usually foods that one ate when
one was child (i.e. mash potatoes or ice cream)
When I am really distressed, I turn to comfort food.
crap
bull, bull crap, trash, garbage
This is crap. Get it out of here!
dogs
feet
dough
money
Do you have any dough on you?
dress blues
military blue uniforms used in a formal situation
Dude, …
used instead of one’s name (refers only to a male)
Dude, why would you do something so stupid?!
easy meat
someone who can easily be cheated or hoodwinked

She was old; therefore, she was easy meat. It wasn’t difficult to cheat
her.
easy money
money that is easily obtained
You are too used to easy money. You don’t know what it is to work
for what you need.
eats
something to eat, food
Do you have any eats? I’m hungry.
electronic money (British English)
credit cards
every trick in the book
every available method available to one to achieve one’s goal
He tried every trick in the book to avoid telling the committee
the truth.
finances are tight
there isn’t a lot or much money
Because finances are tight; therefore, you’re going to have to
reduce your spending.
food for thought
something that should be considered seriously or thought about
What you have all said has given me food for thought.
for the birds
ridiculous, silly, nonsense, not making any sense
What he say is for the birds.

from the page to the stage
to transform a book into a play or movie
It is not easy to take a book from the page to the stage.
fuck all (British English)
absolutely nothing
gammon (British English)
nonsense, rubbish, trash, garbage
This is gammon. Get it out of here!
good money
a good salary or wage
It is not easy to walk away from good money but sometimes
it’s necessary.
gossip
(used only for women) someone not to be trusted with secrets, to be a
rumormonger,
gossipmonger, busybody, gossiper or blabbermouth
Because she is a gossip, any information that you give her will be
known by everyone in moments.
green bag
the legal profession
green feed (Australian and New Zealand English)
forage specifically grown to be fed fresh to livestock
green field (British English)
previously underdeveloped sites for commercial development
green fingers

(British informal) a natural ability to grow plants
Because Mary has green fingers. Her house is full of beautiful plants.
green stuff (British English)
green vegetables
green stuff
dollar bills, paper money
greenwash (British English)
distorted information disseminated by a company so as to appear to
be environmentally friendly, whitewashing one’s image so as to
present an environmentally responsible public image
greenie
a person who is concerned about the environment
grub
food, something to eat
I am starving. Do you have any grub?
gut feeling
institution, sixth sense, feeling, visceral
My gut feeling is that he’s not guilty.
guts
1.
stomach, abdomen, belly
He got shot in the guts.
2.

bravery, courage, backbone
She is a coward. She has no guts.

3.

boldness, audacity, fearlessness

I must admit that I have never seen anyone with such guts.

half-ass
not well done, cheesy, below par, below standard
He did a half-ass job. I had to rip everything out.
hard cash
dollars and cents (rather than credit cards or checks)
I don’t accept check, only hard cash.
hard core
explicit pornography
That movie was hard core.
hard luck (British English)
used ironically (in American English the expression ‘too bad’ is
used)
I’m going to give the money to him. If you don’t like it, hard luck.
hard stuff
strong alcoholic drink
Don’t give me any of that wine; I want the hard stuff.
hard up
destitute, poor, financially strapped
I’m pretty hard up. Can you lend me a couple bucks?
health food
food which is grown naturally and which contain a minimum amount of
sodium and fat, vegetables and lean meat (referred derogatorily as to be
food which does not satisfy one’s appetite)
I don’t like to eat at her house. All she serves is health food.

Hinglish (British English)
the particular English spoken by Hindi speakers
junk food
that food which is considered not nutritious i.e., potato chips,
sweetened cereal, sugary pastries
You are getting so fat because all you do is eat junk food.
Lollywood (British English)
popular film center in Lahore, Pakistan
peanuts
very little money, a small amount of money
Right now, I’m earning peanuts.
plain food
that food which is considered simple, ordinary but hearty
When I go out to eat, I like to go to a plain food restaurant.
podcast
a digital recording of a radio broadcast made available on
one’s personal audio player
rabbit food
a derogatory way to refer to the food used to make a salad and to
green vegetables
I don’t want any rabbit food. I want to eat real food.
real food
in contrast to health food, a hearty meal (a meal which is loaded with fat
and protein/ a meat and potatoes meal)
What is this? I want to eat real food.

Rudy Murray (British English/ cockney/ rhyming slang)
curry
Rosie Lee (British English/ cockney/ rhyming slang)
tea

nouns with ‘one’s’
one’s April (British English)
derrière, buttock, behind (cockney slang)
Move your April.
one's ass!
1.
takes the place of object pronoun (me, you, him etc.) / used to
emphasize
You can fire my ass if it makes you feel better.
2.

not to believe what one is being told
He's going to help me pay the phone bill, my ass!

one’s baby
informal way to refer to one’s loved one
My baby and I went to the movies. We had a such a good time.
one’s baby-blues
one’s blue eyes
Sometimes I get lost in your baby-blues. They are so beautiful.
one’s bag of trick
techniques or arsenal of resources that one uses in order to achieve one’s
goal

That didn’t work so, tell me, what else do you have in your bag of tricks.
one’s blue blanket (British English)
security blanket, a possession that gives
one a sense of protection
This medallion is my blue blanket. My grandmother
gave it to me.
one’s cake-hole (British English)
one’s mouth
He needs to shut his cake-hole and mind his own business.
one’s cake is dough (British English)
to fail, not succeed, flounder
one’s camel hoof
the impression of a woman’s genitals in tight clothing
one’s camel toe
the impression of a woman’s genitals in tight clothing
one’s cherry
vulgar way to refer to one’s virginity
one’s cup of tea (British English)
one’s fate
one’s dog
to be street slang for a male
He is my dog.
one’s dogs
one’s feet

My dogs are killing me.
one's ears burning
to feel that one is being talked about or discussed
Her ears were burning. She knew that he was
talking about her.
one’s ex
to be one’s former or ex-spouse
I haven’t seen my ex in years.
one’s fly
the zipper in the crouch (front part) of the pants
Your fly is open.
one’s gal Friday
to be an indispensable helper or assistant (female)
She is my gal Friday; therefore, she can set
everything up.
one’s get up
clothing, attire, outfit
Did you see her get-up. She looks like a fool.
one’s last stand
to be a last effort, stance, defensive effort or repulse
There is no where else to go; this is my last stand.
one’s man Friday
to be an indispensable helper or assistant (male)
He is my man Friday will get in contact with you
to set-up the meeting.

one’s nickname
to be one’s pet name or diminutive
His name is William. Billy is my nickname.
one’s old chap (British English)
affectionate term for one’s penis
one’s old fellow (British English)
affectionate term for one’s penis
one’s old man (British English)
affectionate term for one’s penis
one's own man
to be independent and under one's
own control
No one tells me what to do; I am my own man.
one’s pie-hole
one’s mouth
He needs to shut his pie-hole and mind his own business.
one’s right-hand man
to be one’s assistant, aide or help
I can not function without him; he’s my right-hand man.
one’s swan song
to be one’s last or one’s farewell appearance
It is obvious that this film is her swan song.
one’s wad (British English)

semen
one’s Waterloo
to be one’s final defeat or last stand
You are wrong; this is not my Waterloo.
nouns with ‘the’
the average joe
representative of the everyday or common man
The average joe wants only a good job and a nice house.
the beautiful people
persons who are rich, young, important and popular
The beautiful people think that they own the world.
the bee’s knees (British English)
the best, no one or nothing better, extraordinary
I have always considered him the bee’s knee.
the best thing since slice bread
to be exceptional, remarkable, extraordinary or excellent
This new tool is the best thing since slice bread.
the best of British
good luck!
the Bible Belt
that section of the U.S. (southern and mid-western U.S.) where
Christian fundalism is especially strong
The Republican Party has no problem winning elections in the Bible
Belt.

The Big (put a number here)
the most important countries or persons in a particular
field or area (especially in the field of politics)
Japan is one of The Big Ten.
The Big Apple
New York
The Big Board
The New York Stock Exchange Market
the big bucks
a large amount of money
I want to begin earning the big bucks. Right
now, I’m earning peanuts (very little money).
The Big Chief
the person in charge or in authority
The Big Daddy
1.
the person in charge or in authority
2.

to be the one who provides the money

The Big Easy
New Orleans
the big house
prison
He was sent to the big house for a couple of years.
the big lie
a distortion of a major or important fact
That there has always been freedom for all members

of society is the big lie.
the big money
a large amount of money
I’m going after the big money. No chicken feed for me.
The Big Pond
the Atlantic Ocean
the big screen
the movies rather than the television
This is a film that is meant to be seen on the big screen.
the big stick
the threat or use of violence to achieve one’s goal
Many leaders do not hesitate to use the big stick.
The Bill (British English)
the police
the Black belt
that part of southern U.S. where the African-American
population is especially strong
Mississippi is part of the Black Belt.
the blue-rinse brigade (British English)
elderly Conservative women
Here comes the blue-rinse brigade. I’m leaving.
the blues
to be a type of music characterized by sad lyrics and guitars
I don’t like listening to the blues; the songs are too depressing.

The Bloods
an important and famous street gang (initially only in California)
the butt of geek humor*
to be the recipient of the practical joke of the young computer expert
the bottom line
to be the most important factor or reason or the core reason why
one is doing something
The bottom line is if you do not earn money, you will die homeless.
the breaks
fate, destiny, one’s luck
All I can say is that’s the breaks.
the can
water closet, w.c., bathroom, men’s or women’s room
I’ll be back. Got to go to the can.
the cat’s meow
the best, no one or nothing better
I have always considered him the cat meow’s.
the cat’s pajamas
the best, no one or nothing better
I have always considered him the cat pajamas.
The City of Brotherly
Philadelphia

The City of Lights
Paris
the clink (British English)
the prison
the clit
the clitoris
the clap
Gonorrhea
the closet
the metaphoric place where a gay person ‘hides’
He is still in the closet. His parents and friends have
no idea that he is gay.
the cold shoulder
to purposely ignore or treat someone indifferently
He gave me the cold shoulder.
the cock of the walk
someone who dominates others within a group
The Crips
an important and famous street gang (initially only in California)
the dogs (British English)
the greyhound racing
the dog shift
graveyard shift, shift begins at midnight and ends eight hours later
I hate my work, especially because I’m on the dog shift.

the elephant in the room
the problem or quandary that no one wants to acknowledge
Race has always been the elephant in the room in politics.
the full monty (British English)
everything, without holding anything back or full amount of what one
expects or desires
They did the full monty so it’s now time to pay up.
the gang who couldn’t shoot right
to not be able to do anything right, to make mistake after mistake
These men appear to be the gang who couldn’t shoot right.
The Garden City
New Jersey
the grapevine
rumors, gossip, latest info on someone
I heard it through the grapevine that he was your boyfriend.
The Gray Lady
The New York Times
the green eyed monster
jealousy
the green room
a room in a theater in which the performer waits before
going on stage
I met him in the green room. He was so nervous before
going out.
the hounds (British English)

the pack, throng, mob, horde, crush
The hounds are going to destroy the city if the police
don’t do something.
The Land Kings
an important and famous street gang (initially only in Chicago)
the latest
the latest information, gossip or rumor
Did you hear the latest on John?
gray economy
the underground economy, the economy not controlled or
taxed by the government
Many immigrants work in the gray economy.
the grey pound (British English)
older person who spend their money rather
than leave it for their descendents to inherit
The Old Bill (British English)
the police
the one-eyed trouser snake
the penis
the order of the boot
a pink slip, a letter of one’s firing or dismissal
I just got the order of the boot.
the pink market (British English)
goods which are directed toward the gay audience

The Queen’s English
the best English that can be spoken (grammatically
correct and intelligible)
Although she never went to school, she speaks the
Queen’s English.
the Rust Belt
that area of U.S. (parts of the Northeast and Northwest) where
the steel industry once dominated
Pittsburg belongs to the Rust Belt.
The Second City
Chicago
the small screen
the television
Watching this film on the small screen is not very fulfilling.
the big shot
the most important person in a particular field or area
He the big shot that everyone has been talking about.
the bottom line
final tally or total, sum, amount
If it does not benefit the bottom line, it means nothing.
food chain
system of organisms interrelated in their feeding habits (the bigger
organisms
feeding on the smaller ones)
the year dot (British English)
very long ago

My God, that happened in the year dot.
the way it goes
fate, destiny, one’ fortune
That’s the way it goes. There’s no need to
keep mourning.
the way the ball bounces
fate, destiny, one’ fortune
That’s the way the ball bounces. There’s no need to
keep mourning.
the way the cookie crumbles
fate, destiny, one’ fortune
That’s the way the cook crumbles. There’s no need to
keep mourning.
the whole hog
everything
He went whole hog. He does not believe in doing
things half way.
the whole kit and caboodle
everything
Hell, why not?! I’ll take the whole kit and caboodle.
the willy
one’s penis
The Windy City
Chicago
the work place from hell

to be a bad, horrible, oppressive place in which to work
This is the work place from hell.
all
all balled up
confused, muddled, all mixed up
After they finished talking, she was all balled up.
all done up like a dog’s dinner
to be dressed badly, to be dressed in a dreadful or unattractive clothing
You aren’t going out like that. You are all done up like a dog’s dinner.
all dolled up (only a female)
to be clothed to go out, to wear nice or formal clothing
You’re all dolled up. Who are you going to meet?
all dressed up
to be dressed to go out, to wear nice or formal clothing
Where are you going? You’re all dressed up.
all ears
1.
attentive, listen attentively or give one's full attention
Say what you have to say, I am all ears.
2.

listening for, observant, wide-awake, alive to
While we are walking through the forest, we
must all be all ears.

all fur coat and no knickers (British English)
a superficial, shallow or empty beautiful woman

The woman that he married is all fur coat and no knickers.
all Greek to one
incomprehensible, not understandable, not get it
I don’t understand; it’s all Greek to me.
all messed up
muddled, confused, disorganized, in a disarray
I’m all messed up. I don’t know what I’m going to do.
all mouth
1.
to talk but not act, not back up one’s words with
action, be all talk
You can’t depend on him, he is all mouth.
2.

to be loud, bragging, boastful or overbearing
He’s all mouth.

all mouth and no trousers (British English)
crowing, blustering or boasting without having any good reason
He is all mouth and no trousers. Do I need to say more?
all one’s eggs in one basket
all of one’s hope in one thing, not depending entirely
on one course of action or one way of accomplishing a goal
He failed because he put all his eggs in one basket.
all over
finished or at the end, have run its course
Everything is destroyed. It is all over.

all over the place
unfocused, confused, no definitive stand or position
It helps no one if you are all over the place.
all said and done
at the end or finished
After it was all said and done, they won and we lost.
all skin and bones
too or very skinny, gaunt, emaciated
I don't like how she looks; she is all skin and bones.
all talk
to talk but not act, be all mouth, not be able to back
up one’s words
Ignore him! He is all talk but no action.
all the way
to have sexual intercourse
We finally went all the way. It was nice.
all thumbs
clumsy, oafish, awkward, bungling, left-handed
She can’t be trusted to do anything. She’s all thumbs.
all time loser (British English)
boozer (cockney rhyming slang)
all time loser (British English)
a bar, pub
I’ll meet you at the all time loser.

all washed up
finished, no longer of any use or any function
Once a woman turns forty in Hollywood, she’s normally all washed up.
all wet
wrong, incorrect, totally misguided
What can I say but that she is all wet.

Supplement 2
to be a façade
to be a false front or forefront of a structure
This is a façade. Once you go inside, the building looks
entirely different.
to be a façade
to be a false or deceptive impression, to be a disguise or
masquerade, to be a pretense
That is a façade. The truth is she is a horrible human being
who could destroy you without batting an eye.
to be a face
to be someone influential, well-known or powerful, to
be a politician or celebrity
The only way that people are going to pay attention if
you are a face that everyone recognizes or respect.
to be a face angel
king, queen, or jack of playing cards
(to be) a face as long as a poker
to be sad, unhappy, depressed or discouraged
Honey, why do you have such a face as long as a poker?

to be a face in the crowd
to be without personality or distinction, to be nameless
or common
Frankly, she was only a face in the crowd; only one
of the many people that I would see everyday.
(to be) a face as long as a poker
to be melancholy, doleful, crestfallen, dismayed or sad

Honey, what is the matter? Why do you have such
a face as long as a poker?
(to be) a face lift
to be a plastic surgery for renovation or rejuvenation of the face
To get a face lift is a very expensive, and somewhat
dangerous, proposition.

(to be) a face off
to be an altercation, struggle, encounter or open confrontation
The only solution is that we have a face off to see who rules.
(to be) a face only a mother could love
to be homely, plain-featured, homely, ugly or plain looking
I love that child but the truth is that he has a face
only a mother could love.
(to be) a face perfectly made for radio
to be homely, not be much to look at, to be short on looks,
to be hard favored
I would not say that he’s ugly but he does have a face
perfectly made for radio.
to be a face saver
to be an action to save or maintain one's prestige, respectability,
dignity or one’s reputation
The war was only a face saver; it did not change anything.
to be a face-saving formula
to be a procedure to avoid humiliation and shame
It was a face saving formula which did not work. He must
accept everything, including the humiliation.

to be a face to face confrontation,
to be a showdown, battle, shoot out or open confrontation
That was a face to face confrontation that really scared me.
to be a faceache (British English)
to be an evil, to be a angry, mad or miserable-looking person
to be a faceache (British English)
to be ugly, homely or not so very attractive
to be a faceworker (British English)
to be a miner who works at a coalface or an exposed surface
of coal in a mine
(to be a) facing
to be a façade, to be an outer layer which covers the surface of a wall,
to be a veneer, coating or false front
The facing of the building is really deceptive.
to be a facing
to a lining or reinforcement sewn inside of the garment
to be a facsimile
to be a copy, resemblance, replica or reproduction
This is not the real thing; it is only a facsimile.
to be a fact of life
to be something that must be accepted as it can not be
altered or modified
It is a fact of life that all living things die.
to be a factoid

to be unreliable information which appears to be factual because
it has been repeated over and over again
It is a factoid that Americans have no culture. All peoples everywhere
have developed a culture.
to be a factory outlet
to be a store created by the manufacture to sell their surpluses
directly to the public
to be a factory shop (British English)
to be a store created by the manufacture to sell their surpluses
directly to the public
to be a factotum (British English)
to be an employees who does a variety of chores, to be a do-all,
jack-of-all-trades or Mr. Fix-it
Because she is a factotum, she can do anything you need to
get done.
to be a fad
to be a trend, the vogue, the latest or the rag
Wearing nothing but black has been a fad for some months.
to be a faddy eater (British English)
to be a person who eats strange and odd foods but who will not
touch other foods which are considered normal
to be a fade-in
to be a technique in which an image is gradually made to appear in
a film or the volume of sound is gradually increased
to be a fade-out
to be a technique in which an image is gradually made to disappear in
a film or the volume of sound is gradually decreased

to be a faff (British English)
to be a large amount of work that leads to nowhere or which
accomplishes nothing
to be a fag (British English)
to be a chore which is tedious, boring or exhausting
to be a fag (British English)
(Public School) to be junior student who does minor chores
for a senior student
to be a fag (British English)
to be a cigarette
to be a fag
derogatory and insulting term for a male homosexual
to be a fag end
to be a cigarette butt
to be a fag hag (British and North American English)
to be a heterosexual woman who spends the majority of her
time around gay men
to be a fag hag
to be a heterosexual female who is attracted to gay males
to be a faggot (British English)
to be a bundle of bound iron rods to be hammered into bars
to be a faggot (British English)
to be a baked or fried roll of seasoned chopped liver
to be a fagot
to be a bundle of sticks or firewood, to be kindling

to be a fagot
to be a bundle, bunch or bale
to be a fagot
to be a derogatory and insulting term for a male homosexual
to be a failing
to not be successful, to be a failure or nonsuccess
to be a failing
to be a flaw, shortcoming, weakness or foible
This policy sounds good but there is a failing that no one can ignore.
to be a failing
(health) to be a declining, decay, decrepitude or debilitation
to be a failure
to be a bankruptcy, economic insolvency or crash, to be financial
disaster
to be a failure
to be a person who has failed, to be a bomb, an also-ran or
loser
He has been a failure since I can remember.
to be a fair
to be a show, exhibit or display of a particular product, i.e.
a horse, livestock or farm show
to be a fair
to be a market, periodic gathering for the sale of goods or bazaar
Did you hear? This weekend there’s a fair in town.

to be a fair copy (British English)
to the copy of a work after all corrections have been made
(to be) a fair shake
to be equal, unbiased, disinterested or impartial treatment
I have nothing to complain about. I got a fair shake.
to be a fair weather friend
to be friend as long as there are no problems, to
be a friend only when times are good
He isn’t someone you can count on. He’s a
fair weather friend.
to be a fairy
to be a derogatory and insulting term for a gay male
to be a fairy grandmother
to be a magical woman who helps one to achieve his or
her goal
It wasn’t a very realistic story. The main character was a fairy
grandmother.
to be a fairy story (British English)
to be a magical tale of dragons, kings, princes, princesses, knights, lords
and ladies directed toward children
to be a fairy tale (North American English)
to be a magical tale of dragons, kings, princes, princesses, knights, lords
and ladies directed toward children
to be a fairy tale ending
to be a happy ending
to be a fait accompli (French in English)
to be a done deal, to have already been decided or done
It is a fait accompli. Nothing you can say or do

will change that fact.
to be a fake
to not be the real thing, to be a counterfeit or a two-dollar bill
This is a fake. Anyone can see that.
to be a fake-bake
to be tan from a tanning salon rather than from the sun
I suppose it’s okay but in the end it’s a fake-bake.
to be a Fakey Ned (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a bed
to be a fall guy
to be a chump or scapegoat, to be the person who is set up
to take the blame
I believe that Oswald was only a fall guy.
to be a fall-off
to be a reduction or decrease
There has been quite a fall-off in support.
to be a fall-out
to be a consequences, after affect, outcome or aftermath
What you are now seeing is a fallout after years of neglect.
to be a falling-out
to be an argument, quarrel or fight which leads to a separation
or estrangement of friends or loved ones
Because there was a falling-out, they are no longer friends.
to be a false alarm

to be a warning of an emergency that does not happen
I thank God that it was a false alarm. A level five hurricane is horrible.
to be a false dawn
(literally) to be a light which precedes the actual rising of the sun
by about an hour
to be a false dawn
to be an anticipated promising situation that, in the end, comes
to nothing
It was nothing but a false dawn. All that fuss about publishing
my book was just smoke and mirrors.
to be a false friend (British English)
(language) to be a false cognate (a word which appears to be the same in
two different languages but in reality have two different meaning
The word ‘actual’ is a false friend. In Spanish it means ‘present-day’
where in
English it means ‘real, true or factual’.
(to be) a false move
to be move with can be interpreted as threatening, dangerous or
menacing
A false move can lead to your death. Be very careful.
to be a false start
(race) to have a competitor who started before the agreed
on signal has been given
to be a false start
to be an unsuccessful beginning of a project or business
No, we opened in December. The September opening had been a false
start. We closed soon after.

to be a family name
to be one’s last name or surname
Yes, I know it does not sound like it but ‘Joe’ is a family name.
to be a famous face
to be popular, famous, famed, well-known, noted or notorious
She will not be able to walk a block. She has a famous face.
to be a fan
to be a devotee, enthusiasts or fanatic of a particular entertainer,
sport team or the like
She is a rabid fan of the Yankees.
to be a fanatic
to be a zealot, partisan or extremist of a particular religion or
political party
She is a fanatic when it comes to the Green Party.
to be a fanatic
to be rabid, fanatical, fervent, ardent or off the wall about
When it comes to her country, she is a fanatic.
to be a fan club
to be an organization of devotees or enthusiasts of a particular
entertainer or sport team
to be a fancy Dan
to be dandy, peacock, sharp dresser or gallant
a fanzine
to be a magazine put out by fans
to be a far cry from

to be only remotely or distantly related, to be far from
This is a far cry from what I originally wanted.
to be a farce
to be a sham, nonsense, joke or absurdity
This investigation is a farce. It’s a waste of everyone’s time.
to be a fare stage (British English)
to be a section of a bus or tram which a fixed price is charged
to be a farmhand
to be a person hired to help a farmer to plant and harvest his crops
This is not my farm. I am a farmhand, nothing else.
to be a fart
to be wind emitted from one’s anus, to pass gas
to be a fart
to be a disgusting, contemptible or revolting person
He’s a fart.
to be a fast buck
to be quick money, to earn easy and fast money
It is no longer easy to earn a fast buck.
to be a fast food
to be a food which takes almost no time to cook and which is
laden with fat and empty calories
to be a fast food restaurant
to be a restaurant where one is in and out quickly, to be
a restaurant where fast food is served, i.e. hamburgers,
French fries and hot dog

(to be) a fast one
to be a trick, to deceive, to hoodwink
She pulled a fast one on everyone in the school.
to be a fast talker
to be a person who talks fast and who uses misleading language in
order to convince or persuade
Because he is a fast talker, you can’t trust him.
to be a fat cat
to be a rich, powerful and influential person
He’s a fat cat; therefore, he got to meet the president.
(to be) a fat chance
to have no chance, to not be possible or almost impossible
You have a fat chance getting him to come home for Christmas.
to be a fat farm
to be a place where people go to lose weight over a period of time
This is a fat farm; therefore, of course, they don’t have ice cream.
to be a fat head
to be a dumbbell, stupid, imbecile, moron or fool
All I can say is that you’re a fathead.
to be a fat mouth
to be a motor-mouth, to be someone who talks incessantly, to
not know how to keep one’s mouth shut
to be a fatal attraction
to be an attraction which is bad for both person, to be a
romance which is destructive to both parties

It was a fatal attraction. I’m glad that we aren’t
together anymore.
to be a father figure
to represent the figure of the father
Although he is only their older brother, he is a father
figure to them.
to be a fatso
to be a insulting way to refer to a fat or overweight person
He’s a fatso.
to be a fatty
to be a insulting way to refer to a fat or overweight person
He’s a fatty.
to be a fatwa (Arabic in English)
to be, by a recognize Islamic authority, a ruling on a point
of Islamic law
to be a faujdar (Indian)
to be a police officer
to be a faultfinder
to be a complainer, nit-picker or critic, to be someone
who is never satisfied
She gets on my last nerve; she has always been a faultfinder.
She’s never satisfied with anything.
to be a Faustian pact
to be a deal with the devil that in return for one’s soul one is
given power and material gain
If you do this, it will be a Faustian pact that you will soon regret.

to be a faux ami (British English)
(language) to be a false cognate (a word which appears to be the same in
two different languages but in reality have two different meaning
The word ‘actual’ is a false friend. In Spanish it means ‘present-day’
where in
English it means ‘real, true or factual’.
to be a faux naïf (French in English)
literal translation: to false naïve
to be a person who cleverly or shrewdly pretends innocence,
to act as if one were disingenuous
to be a faux pas (French in English)
literal translation: false step
to be a social blunder, transgression or wrong move
It was a faux pas that all I can say.
to be a favorite
to be the one that is preferred, chosen, to one’s liking or favored
She is a favorite of the teacher. She is one of the teacher’s pet.
to be a favourite (British English)
to be the one that is preferred, chosen, to one’s liking or favored
She is a favourite of the teacher. She is one of the teacher’s pet.
to be a fazenda (Portuguese in British English)
to be a large estate with a great amount of land, in
Spanish, a hacienda, in the American South, a plantation
to be a feast
to be a celebration, ceremony, commemoration, holiday or feast day

to be a feast
to be a banquet, spread, barbeque or cookout
We had a feast. I had never seen so much food.
to be a feast (British English)
to be an annual village festival
to be a feather-brain
to be one who is featherheaded, stupid, extremely
silly or ridiculous
This is a feather-brain idea.
to be a feather head
to be a lightweight, to not be very intelligent or
not the sharpest tool
It should be illegal to be such a featherhead.
to be a feathered friend
to be a bird
to be feather in one’s cap
to be an achievement, accomplishment, feat or deed that
one is proud of
This article about our company in the newspaper is, indeed,
a feather in my cap.
to be a feature
(mass media) to be a lengthy television or radio broadcast or
lengthy magazine or newspaper article on a particular subject
There was a feature on the radio about the immigration problems
in the U.S. that I think you should listen to.
to be a feature film

to be a full-length film, to be the main film
There won’t be a feature film tonight. They are going to
show a lot of shorts.
to be a Fed
to be a federal government employee, especially in the
area of law enforcement, i.e. a FBI agent
I know that you are a Fed. What do you want?
to be a Federal case
to be something big, important or significant, to be
something that can not be ignored
I do think that you’re exaggerating. This is not a Federal case.
Thank God, this is something that we can deal with.
to be a feeb
to an insulting term for a feeble-minded, feeble or
slow-witted person
He is a feeb so why waste your time explaining anything to him.
to be a feeder (British English)
to be a baby’s bottle (bottle used to feed an infant and baby)
to be a feeder (British English)
to be a baby’s bib
to be a feeding frenzy
to be ruthless attack by the media
Forget it. It is nothing but a feeding frenzy.
(to be) a feel
to be a sense of touch or sensation
This cloth has a feel of silk. It’s so smooth.

(to be) a feel
to have a knack, flair or talent for
He has a feel for music like I have never experienced before.
(to be) a feel
to be a caress or to fondle, touch or stroke someone’s
breast, buttocks or genital
He had tried to cop a feel as he walked out of the room.
to be a feeler
to be a proposal, pilot or trail balloon, overture or probe
I think what he was doing was sending out feelers to see
the nation’s reaction.
to be a feeling
to be sneaking suspicion, to be a premonition
I don’t know. It’s a feeling that I have. I could be wrong.
(to be) a feeling in one’s bones
to have a gut feeling, hunch, feeling or sneaking suspicion
I have a feeling in my bones that he’s lying.
to be a felix culpa (Latin in British English)
literal translation = happy or fortunate error
to be that a disaster or tragedy having a fortunate or
happy consequence
to be a fell (British English)
to be an upland pasture or stretch of high moorland in
northern England, i.e. Cross fell

(to be a) fella
to be a non-standard spelling and pronunciation
of ‘fellow’ (man or boy)
Look at that fella over there? What is he doing?
(to be a) feller
to be a non-standard spelling and pronunciation of ‘fellow’ (man or boy)
Look at that feller over there? What is he doing?
to be a fellow
to be a man or boy
He’s a strange fellow. I don’t understand him.
to be a fellow
a boy or man (usually a stranger)
Who’s that fellow over there? What’s his name?
to be a felo de se (Latin in English)
literal translation: felon of oneself
the act of committing suicide
to be a felo de se (Latin in English)
literal translation: felon of oneself
to be a person who commits suicide
to be a fem
to be a feminine lesbian
to be a femme (British English)
to be a feminine lesbian
to be a femme fatale (French in English)
to be a woman who ultimately causes the downfall of a man

She is a femme fatale only if you want her to be. You don’t
have to give her play. It isn’t destiny.
to be a fence
to be a person who deals in stolen goods
He’s a pretty good fence. Go talk to him to see how much he’ll
give you for the painting.
to be a fender bender
to be a minor automobile or car accident
I’m late because I was in a fender-bender early this morning.
to be a fête (British English)
to be a public function to raise money for charity

to be a fête (North American English)
to be feast or holy day, to be a saint’s day
to be a fête (North American English)
to be holiday
to be a fête (American English)
to be a banner or field day, to be a day of rejoicing
to be a fête champêtre (British English)
to be a garden party or any kind of outdoor entertainment
to be a fête galante (British English)
to be a rural festival or any kind of outdoor entertainment
to be a feud
to be a prolong dispute or quarrel, to be a cold war, bad
blood or ill will

It is a feud that is destroying both families.
(to be) a few buttons missing
not quite right upstairs, not all there, mentally unbalanced
I am sure that she has a few buttons missing.
to be a few quarts low
to be dull, dull-witted, stupid or dumb
I like her and everything that the truth is she is a few
quarts low.
to be a fibber
to be a liar or prevaricator
to be a fig leaf
to be something to conceal an embarrassing fact
This is a fig leaf. There are problems here
which must be discussed.
to be a figment of one’s imagination
to be one’s imagination, to not be real, to be an illusion
Our lives together was only a figment of my imagination.
(to be) a figure
to be the shape or form of a woman's body
She has a figure that he knew was going to sell a lot of magazine.
to be a figure
to be a representation, image, picture or icon
It was a figure of a man in the picture that had me intrigued.

to be a figure
to be a statue, mold, model, sculpture, bust or statuette
to be a figure
to be a character, personality, notable or somebody
He is a figure in the world of baseball that can not be ignored.
to be a figure
to be a an amount expressed in numbers, sum, total, aggregate
No. I’m sorry but this is a figure that I can’t agree with.
to be a figurehead
to be a titled but not actual head, to be a puppet or the
nominal head
Although he is the king, he is only a figurehead. He doesn’t have
any power.
to be a figurehead
(on a ship) to be a sculpture, carving, bust or image
to be a figure-hugging dress
to be a tightly fitting or form fitting dress
Because that is a figure-hugging dress, I can see that you
have lost weight.
to be a figure of consequence
to be a figure of gravity, significance, noteworthiness
or notability
He is a figure of consequence who will one day make a
splash in the world of the arts.
to be a figure of derision
to be a target of sarcasm, ridicule, belittlement, contempt
or disrespect

I am tired of being a figure of derision.
to be a figure of little or no import
to be of minor importance, of no concern, of little or no import,
unimportant, no matter, of little or no account or minor
He has a very big mouth but the reality is that in the world
of music, he is a figure of little or no import.
to be a figure of no import
to be a figure of not worth mentioning, of no great weight, not
worth worrying about or not worth anything
to be a figure of substance
to be outstanding, extraordinary, remarkable, important,
prestige, notable, different or of high standing
She is not someone to be ignore. She has always been a figure
of substance.
to be a figure that is out of this world
to be a startlingly or shockingly high number, to be a staggering price
It is a figure that is out of this world. I’ll never be able to pay
so much, even I were to work everyday of my
life.
to be a filibuster
(legislation) to obstruct, to impede, to postpone, to prevent
to be a filthbag
to be a despicable, contemptible, revolting or disgusting person
He is a filthbag who can’t be trusted.
to be a find

to be an unexpected and fortunate discovery or finding, to be a bonaza
This is a find that I never expected.
to be a fine figure of woman
to be an attractive, pretty, beautiful or good-looking woman
Now that she has lost all that weight, I must admit that she
is a fine figure of a woman.
to be a fine how-de-do
to be a strange or upset down situation
This march is a fine how-de-do. Now, what are we going to do?
to be a fine kettle of fish
to be a mess, to be full of problems, to be in hot water
Congratulations. This is a fine kettle of fish.
to be a fine tooth comb
to be a comb with very close together narrow teeth used
metaphorically to mean a thorough and complete search
They read it with a fine tooth comb. They were going to make
sure that nothing got pass them.
to be a finger
to be a rat, stoolie, stool pigeon or police informer
He is a finger who life is now in danger.
to be a finger food
a food that one eats with one’s finger, i.e. hotdogs and hamburgers
to be a finger in every pie
to be involved, tied up or entangled in everyone’s affairs
You need to be careful about having a finger in every pie.

to be a firearm
to be a weapon, a rifle, shot gun or a gun
to be a firebrand
to be a rabble-rouser, agitator or troublemaker
He is a firebrand. His goal is to have a civil war.
to be a firecracker
to be something or someone which is outstanding
and which attracts a lot of attention
to be a fire eater (British English)
someone who is eagerly looking for a fight at every turn
to be a fireside chat
to be a casual, friendly, easy-going or low key conversation
President Roosevelt was famous for his fireside chats.
to be a first offender
to be a person who has, for the first time, be convicted of
a crime
Because he is a first offender, he will not be sentence
for the maximum time.
(to be) a fishbowl
to be in a situation in which everything that one does
is open to public viewing and scrutiny
Being part of the monarchy is living in a fishbowl. You have
absolutely no privacy.
to be a fish story
to exaggerate, to overstress, to stretch, to paint in glowing color

No, of course I don’t believe it. That was nothing but a fish story.
to be a Fish Tank (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a bank
(to be) a fit
to be an angry outbreak, tantrum, outbreak of anger or rage
She had a fit when she found out that he had stolen the money.
to be a five cent bag
to be a small portion of drug (usually marijuana) sold by a drug dealer.
Where can I get a five cent bag?
to be a five finger discount
the act of shoplifting
to be a Five-0
to be a cop or police officer
(to be) a five o’clock shadow
to be the dark stub that appears on a man’s face in the afternoon
after he has shaved in the morning
Honey, before going to the party you going to have to have.
You have a five o’clock shadow.
to be a five spot
to be a five dollar bill
to be a fiver (British English)
to be a five-pound note
to be a fiver (British English)
to be a five-dollar bill

to be a fix
to be the drug that an addict needs so that he does
not go into withdrawal
I’m in so much pain because I need a fix.
to be a fixer
to be a person who can make an illicit or illegal arrangement
John is a fixer. Just tell him what you need to be arranged.
to be a fizgig (Australian English)
to be a stoolie, stool pigeon or police informer
to be a fizzer (British English)
something that is exhilarating, exciting, thrilling or soul-stirring
a fizzer (Australian and New Zealand English)
to be a failure, flop or fiasco
to be a flack
(can be insulting) to be a publicity or press agent
to be flake
to be eccentric, strange or rarity
What a flake!
to be a flame
to be someone with whom one had been romantically involved
in the past and still loves
He is an old flame. I think that she will always love him.
to be a flame
to be an abusive, inflammatory or poisonous e-mail, usually
in response to an e-mail

to be a flamer
to be an effeminate male or an effeminate gay male
to be a flapjack
to be a pancake
to be a flare
to be a fluttering or unsteady light (usually used as a signal)
There is a flare beside the car. His car must have broken down.
to be a flare-up
to be an outburst, eruption or outburst, especially of violence
There was a flare-up near the center of the city.
to be a flash
to be a streak, glint or spark of light
It was a flash so fast that I always missed it.
to be a flash
to be a whiz or whiz-kid, to excel in, to do excellent in
He’s a flash in languages. I think that he speaks four.
to be a flashback
(movie, television, novel) to be a reference to an event in the past
to be a flashback
to be a sudden, vivid and quick memory of an event in the past (usually
as the result of trauma0
He had a flashback that was so vivid that he lost consciousness.
to be a flashflood
to be a sudden unexpected local flood

You can see that there was a flashflood that destroyed everything.
to be a flash in the pan
to enjoy short-lived success, to enjoy one’s fifteen
minutes of fame
He is a flash in the pan, a one hit wonder.
to be a flash roll
to be a large amount of rolled up money, to
be a bundle or bunch of bucks
Did you see that? That’s a gigantic flash roll.
to be a flat
to be an apartment
This is a flat that I can afford.
to be a flat
to be a flat tire
I can’t drive the car; I have a flat.
to be a flat (British English)
to be a flat tyre
I can’t drive the car; I have a flat.
to be a flat-foot
to be a policeman
to be a flat-liner
to be a dead
to be a flatmate (British English)
to be a person with whom one shares an apartment or flat

to be a flat-pack (name of furniture) (British English)
to be the type of furniture that is assembled by the consumer
in his or her home
That’s a flat-pack bed. It wasn’t hard to put together.
to be a flat tire
to be a tedious and boring person, to be a pill or bitter pillow
He’s a flat tire. Don’t invite him to the party.
to be a flat-top
to be an airplane carrier
to be a flava
to be a sexually attractive woman
to be a flaw
to be a defect, imperfection or scar
It was a flaw which, although tiny, I could not ignore.

to be a fleabag
to be a cheap, run-down, shabby or dirty hotel
This is a fleabag. I’m not going to stay here.
to be a fleabag
to be a dirty, shabby or slovenly-dressed person
He’s a fleabag. Why are you with him?
to be a fleabag
to be a dirty animal full of fleas
Right now, he’s a fleabag. We got to get him cleaned up.

to be a fleabag
to be an inferior or second-rate race track
He is a fleabag who can’t win a race.
to be a fleabag
to be a dirty bed or mattress
Throw this out. This is a fleabag.
to be a fleahouse
to be a cheap, run-down, shabby or dirty hotel
This is a fleahouse. I’m not going to stay here.
to be a fleapit (British English)
to be a cheap, run-down, shabby or dirty hotel
This is a fleapit. I’m not going to stay here.
to be a fleatrap
to be a cheap, run-down, shabby or dirty hotel
This is a fleatrap. I’m not going to stay here.
to be a flesh flick
to be a pornographic film, to be a skin flick
It’s a flesh flick. Why would I want to pay my money
to see such a film?!
to be a flesh-peddler
to be a man who sell women for sexual favors, to be
a pimp
He is a flesh-peddler who can get you anything that you want.

to be a fleshwound
to be a superficial wound in which only the skin is injured
You’re be all right. It’s a fleshwound.
to be a fledging
to be a cub, be new or novitiate
You have to be more understanding; he is a fledging.
to be a flibbertigibbet (British English)
to be a talkative person, to be a person who talks excessively
about nothing
to be a flibbertigibbet (British English)
to be a flighty, giddy, frivolous or half-witted person
to be a flick
to be a film or movie
This is a flick that I’ve heard a lot about.
(to be) a flick of
to be a quick and sudden movement
With a flick of the switch, he turned off the light.
to be a flicker of hope
to be a little, flash, inkling or glimmer of hope
It doesn’t look good but there is a flicker of hope.
to be a flimflam
to be a trick, rip-off, hoax or swindle
Don’t you get it yet? It was a flimflam.
to be a flimflam man
to be person who hoodwinks, deceives or tricks

He is nothing but a flimflam man.
to be a flimflammer
to be a confidence man, con or swindler
He is nothing but a flimflammer.
to be a fling
to have a romantic affair
It was nothing serious. It was a fling.
to be a flirt
to be a woman who is a sexual tease, to be a woman
who toys or entices a man
You are a flirt; therefore; I’m not going to waste my time.
to be flivver
to be a car or aircraft in bad or poor condition
to be floater
to be a person who does not live or work in any place
for a long period of time
In the early part of my life, I was a floater. I could not
settle down.
to be a floater (British English)
to be a mistake, blunder or gaffe
That was a floater which he won’t forget for a long time.
to be a floating debt
to be a short-term debt
to be a floating voter (British English)

to be a voter who does not consistently vote for the same party
I guess you could say that I am a floating voter. I vote the
man not the party.
to be a flock
to be a group of sheep, birds or goats
to be a flogging
to be a beating, battering, trouncing or whipping
to be a flood of (something)
to have an abundance of, to have more than enough,
to not need anymore
There was a flood of letters like I have never seen before.
to be a flood tide
to be an abundance or a great deal
There was a flood tide of sympathy that he could not overcome.
to be a floozy
to be a woman who is promiscuous, to be a woman who
is sexually free
to be a flop
to be a failure or a bust, to not be a success
The song was a flop, a big flop.
to be a flop house
to be a dirty, poor and cheap hotel, to be dump or fleabag
to be a flub
to be a mistake, error or blunder
That was a flub which is going to cost her big. She’s fired.

to be a flubdub
to be a person who blunders or makes a stupid mistake
to be a flub-up
to be a mistake, error or blunder
That was a flub-up which is going to cost her big. She’s fired.
to be a fluent-speaker
to be a person who speaks a language well, to be fluent in
She is a fluent-speaker of Chinese.
to be a fluke
to be an accident, to be bad luck, to be a stroke
of bad luck
It was a fluke. How could I imagine something so horrible.
to be a fluke
to be a piece of good luck, to be a stroke of good fortune, to
be a stroke of luck
By this lottery ticket was a fluke. I normally don’t play the lottery.
to be a fluke
to be a lucky shot, a chance hit or random shot
to be a flunky
to be someone’s tool or cat’s paw, to be a front
He’s not the person with any kind of power. He’s a flunky.
to be flurry
to be a dusting, snow shower or light snow fall
It’s not too bad. It is only a flurry of snow.
to be a flurry

to be a flutter, flush, bustle or whirl
There was such a flurry of activity that I didn’t
know where to start.
to be a flurry
to be a sudden short period of activity
to be a flurry of activity
to be a fluster, haste, flutter or tizzy
There was such a flurry of activity that I got lost
in everything.

to be a flush
to clean, especially a toilet, with a sudden flow of water,
to wash away by flushing the toilet
to be a flusher
to be a toilet
to be a fluster
to be a period of confusion, bustle or fuss
Everything is all a fluster. What is the matter?
to be a fly-ball
(Baseball) to bat the ball high in the air
to be a fly-by-night
to be a temporary, unreliable and, many times, illegal, organization
or company created in order cheat people
to be a fly-in (British English)
to be a meeting in which people arrive by air

to be a fly on the wall
to be present in a situation without being noticed
If I could have been a fly on the wall, I would have known
so much more.
to be a fly-over state
to be a state in which the presidential candidate does not campaign
because he already knows how it is going to vote
Illinois is a fly over state.
to be a fly-pitcher (British English)
to be a street vendor, to be a person who sells his wares on the street
to be a flying frig
to be a euphemism for ‘a flying fuck’
to be a flying fuck
to not care at all, to be of little or no importance
The truth is, I don’t give a flying fuck what you do.
to be a follow-home robbery
to be a violent robbery in which the robber follow
the victim home
It was a follow-home robbery. She said that he had
been following her since she had gotten off the bus.
to be a follow-up question
to be a question that is asked in reaction to the first question asked
No. That was not my first question; it was a follow-up question.
to be a foodaholic
to be a compulsive eater or glutton, to be one who can
not control one’s eating

Every time I see him he is eating. He is most definitely
a foodaholic.
to be a foodie
to be a person who loves to buy, prepare and eat food
Because he is a foodie, he buys any cook book that
he can get his hands on.
to be a foodie
to be a gourmet
to be a fool’s errand
to be an errand, chore or task which is destined to fail or
to lead to nothing
You going to France to see her is nothing but a fool’s errand.
to be a fool
to be a ninny, simpleton, scatterbrain or idiot
He is a fool so why do you waste your time?
to be a footer
to be refer to a person or thing by its height
Of course he’s going to be tall. His father is a seven footer.
to be a footprint
to be a track record or a history of activity

to be a foregone conclusion
to already be predetermined or decided, to have been prejudged
or established
It was a foregone conclusion that she had been guilty.

to be a Fork and Knife (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a wife
to be a Forest Gump (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a dump (to be the act of defecation)
to be a Forty Four (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a whore
to be a forty-something
to be between forty to forty-nine years old
She is a forty-something woman who has given up
on finding a mate.
to be a foul ball
(Baseball) to be a batted fly ball that falls outside the
foul lines (the lines drawn from home plate down to the
first and third bases)
It was a foul ball so it doesn’t count.
to be a foul-shot
(Basketball) to be a throw of the basketball by a play after a foul
has been called against the opposing team
to be a foul-up
to be a messed up, botched up, mangled or screwed up situation
This is a foul-up that I don’t think anyone can fix.
to be a founder
to be a person who creates or establishes an institution
He is a founder of one of the most important state colleges in the
country.
to be a founding father

to be a person who help create an institution or movement
He is a founding father of the country.
to be a foundling
to be an abandoned infant who is being taken care of by other
I was a foundling who was lucky enough to be found by a loving man.
to be a four-letter word
to be a vulgar word in English, to be a curse word
I don’t speak English very well but I know that word
is a four-letter word.
to be a foxhound (British English)
to be a crook, shyster, chiseler, con man, confidence man,
swindler or a cheat
I don’t see why you can’t see that he is a foxhound.
to be a foxy lady
to be a very sexy attractive woman
She is a foxy lady who could get any man that she wants.
to be a fraidy cat
to always be frighten or scared, to be terrified
about everything
Stop being a fraidy cat and keep going.
(to be) a frame
to be physique, shape, build or figure of the human
body (usually that of a woman)
She has a frame that could drive any man wild.
to be a framer

to be a founder, planner, author or creator
He was a framer of the constitution.
to be a frame-up
to be a plot or conspiracy to incriminate an innocent person
It was a frame-up. He didn’t do what you all claim.
to be a frank
to be a hot dog
I’ll have a frank with all the works.
(all the works = mustard, catsup, relish, sauerkraut onions and chilies)
to be a Franklin
to be a hundred dollar bill
That ain’t no Washington. It’s a Franklin.
to be a Fraser Nash (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a slash (to urinate or pee, to take a piss)
to be a frat
to be a member of a college fraternity
Because he is a frat, he can get away with anything.
to be a frat
to be a college fraternity
Because he is a frat, he can get away with anything.
to be a frat boy
to be a member of a college fraternity
Because he is a frat, he can get away with anything.
to be a frat house
to be a fraternity house where fraternity members live

Because he is a frat, he can get away with anything.
to be a frat party
to be a party given by a fraternity (usually a wild party with
lots of beer and hard liquor)
Why are you surprised? It was a frat party.
to be a fraud
to be a trick, subterfuge, ruse or an act of deceit, to be double-dealing
There’s no doubt about it; this is a fraud.
to be a fraud
to be an imposter, charlatan, fake or con man
He is a fraud; he’s only with you to get your money.

to be a fraud squad (British English)
to be a division of the police who job it is to investigate fraud

to be a fraudster (British English)
to be someone who commits fraud, especially business fraud
He is a fraudster who would rob his grandmother, if he get a penny.

to be a freak
to be weird, strange or eccentric
She’s such a freak. Who knows how her mind works.
to be a freak
to be an enthusiast, devotee or buff

He is a freak as far as punk rock is concerned.
to be a freak
to be an addict, drug addict, head or pill-head
She is a freak; she is always high on crack.
to be a freak accident
to be a fluke or happenstance, to be bad luck
It was totally unexpected. It was a freak accident.
to be a freak-trick
to be a prostitute’s client who wants her participate
in unusual, violent or degrading sexual activities
I don’t care how much he’s willing to pay. He is a freak-trick.
to be a free-for-all
to be a fight or brawl in which everyone participates
I want order now! This is not a free-for-all.
to be a freeloader
to be a sponger, moocher, parasite or someone who lives
off of others
Get him out of my house. He is a freeloader.
to be a free lunch
to get something for nothing, to not have to pay for
something
Did you think that this was a free lunch. I’m sorry
but you were mistaken.
to be a free-spirit
to be non-conformist, eccentric or solitary

He is a free-spirit who will never live in one place.
to be a free ride
to be something for free, to get something for nothing
Did you think that this is a free ride? There is nothing free!
to be a freebie
to be something for free, to get something for nothing
I’m going to take this; this is a freebie.
to be a freelancer
to be a self-employed person who temporarily hires out
his or her service
She was not employee of the newspaper; she was a freelancer.
to be a freezer (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be an older person
(to be) a French kiss
a kiss in which the two persons tongue meet
I don’t give a French kiss to someone that I
don’t know.
(to be) a French leave
to leave without informing anyone
He took a French leave so God only knows
where he is.
to be a French letter (British English)
to be a condom
to be a fringe nut
to be someone on either of the political extremes (left or right)

Because he is a fringe nut that does not mean he can not
get elected.
to be a front
to be the person who one sees, to be the face or façade
(but have no real power)
He’s just a front. He’s who everyone sees.
to be a front burner issue
to be an issue that one needs to deal with immediately, to
be an issue which will not be postponed
This war will be a front burner issue until it is over.

to be a fruitcake
to be someone who is crazy, nutty or eccentric
He is a fruitcake. I would leave him alone.

to be a fuck
to be sexual intercourse
to be a fuck
to be a stupid or dumb person, to be a featherbrain or numbskull
to be a fuck
to be a contemptible, disgusting, revolting or abhorrent person
to be a fuck head
to be someone who is stupid, dumb, dummy, slow-witted
to be a fuck head
to be a contemptible, disgusting, nauseating or horrible person

He’s such a fuck head. How can you stand him?
to be a fuck off
to be an irresponsible person, to be a person who shirks
one’s responsibility
You can not trust him. He’s a fuck off.
to be a fuck stick (British English)
to be a penis
(to be) a fuck up
to be a mess, jumble, mix-up or predicament
What a fuck-up. Who’s responsible for this?
to be fuck wit (British English)
a person who is stupid or dumb
to be a fucker (British English)
to be a disgusting, revolting or contemptible person
He is a fucker who does not know nothing from nothing.
to be a fucking
an intensifier (pronounced ‘fuckin’)
He’s a fucking idiot. (He’s a fuckin’ idiot.)
to be a fuckin’
used to emphasize one’s disgust or anger
He’s a fuckin’ idiot.
to be a fuckin’ guinea*
guinea = disparaging and offensive way to refer to an Italian or a person
of Italian descent
fuckin’ = does not have any meaning, used to put a vulgar or obscene

emphasis on the word which comes after (He’s a fuckin’ American)
You’re a fuckin’ guinea so what can you possibly know.
to be a fudge (British English)
a piece of late news inserted in a newspaper page
to be a fudge packer
vulgar term for a gay male
to be a funny feeling
to have a sneaking suspicion, bad vibes or qualms, be leery
I have a funny feeling that something going to happen.
to be a fur burger (British English)
vulgar term for a vagina
to be a G.I. Joe
to be an everyday soldier, to be a foot soldier or grunt
I wasn’t anything special. I was only a regular G.I. Joe.
(to be) a gab (Scottish English)
to be mouth
I wish that you would shut your gab.
to be a gaff (British English)
to be a house
to be a gaff (British English)
to be a place
to be a gaffe
to be an indiscretion, social blunder, breach of etiquette

That was a gaffe that will not readily forgotten.
to be a gag
to be a joke, practical joke or prank
It was only a gag. There was no reason to get angry.
to be a gaggle
to be a group or mass of unruly persons
to be a gaggle of
to be a group of geese

to be a gaggle of
to be a group of noisy tourists or children
In the France during the summer there is always
a gaggle of tourists.
to be a game
to not be taken seriously, being taken lightly
I did not mean to hurt or offend you in anyway. It was a game.
to be gangster
to be a gangsta
to be a gangsta rapper
to be a garbage dump
to be a dirty or filthy place
His house is nothing but a garbage dump.
to be a gas
to be very funny, hilarious, side-splitting

I love to go see his show; he is a gas.
to be a gas bag
to be a windbag or braggart, to be a person who
talks big or lays it on thick
I can’t stand being around him. He is a gas bag.
to be a Gareth Hunt (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a cunt (to be a stupid, dumb, backward, disgusting or
obnoxious person)

to be a gatecrasher
to be a person who enters into a party or any other type of gathering
without being invited
She is a gatecrasher. I didn’t invite her to the party.
to be a gee-gee (British English)
to be a horse (used either by children or in reference to horse-betting)
to be a gee-gee’s (British English)
to be a horse race
to be a geek
to be a young person who is very intelligent but also
a social misfit or outcast
I know that he is a geek but he knows everything
about computers.
to be a geek (Australian and New Zealand English)
to be a look at (as in: to have a look at)
to be a geezer
to be an old or older person, to be someone
who is elderly

He is a geezer, Mary. Your new boyfriend is
old enough to be your father.
to be a gem
to be exquisite, perfection, a work of art, the pick
of the litter
This house is a gem. When did you buy it?
(to be) a ghetto blaster
to be a large portable radio
What a ghetto blaster! Where did you get it?
to be a gig
to be a temporary job
I won’t be here for a couple of weeks; I have a number of
gigs in Europe.
to be a gig
to be an up-coming performance or show

to be a ginger beer (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
queer (gay)
a gipsies kiss (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
a piss (as in: to take a piss)
I’m going for a gipsies.
to be a girly man
to be a man who is soft or not aggressive, to be more
feminine than masculine
If he is a girly-man than I like girly-men.

to be a git (British English)
to be a fool or ninny, to be stupid or dumb
to be a gloomy Gus
to be gloomy or melancholy, to be a brooder
Because she is a gloomy Gus, she is always complaining.
(to be) a go at
to be undertaking, taking a shot at, trying one’s hand at
You can try to have a go at her. Obviously, she does not
want to listen to me.
to be a go-by (British English)
to be a cold shoulder or snub
He gave me a go-by.
to be a go-to-guy
to be the person that one goes to when one wants to
get something done
You want to talk to John. He is a go-to-guy who can get
you information on anything that you need.
to be a goat
to be a fool, sucker, fair game, dupe, everybody’s fool
He is a goat.
to be a gob (British English)
to be one’s mouth
to be a gobshite (British English)
to be someone who talks trash

to be a god-damn
god-damn has no real meaning; it is used as an intensifier
He’s a god-damn fool who will never do anything worth while.
to be a godfather
to be the head of a crime family
He is the godfather of one the families in New York.
to be a going-over
to be a beating, lashing tanning or hammering
to be a gold digger
to be a woman who goes out with a man or marry
a man because he has money
She doesn’t love you. She’s nothing but a gold digger.
to be a gold mine
to be a source of wealth or fortune
Everyone wants what she’s selling. Her business is a gold mine.
to be a goldbrick
to be lazy, shiftless, good for nothing or loafer
to be golden ager (British English)
to be an old or elderly person
to be a golden boy
to be a successful, popular or well-liked male
to be a golden girl
to be a successful, popular or well-liked female
When she was younger, she was a golden girl. Not
anymore.

to be a golden goose
to be the source of continuing with
This business is a golden goose. If I were you,
I wouldn’t sell it.
to be a golden handcuff
to be money and benefit given to an employee so that
he does not quit
to be a golden handshake
to be the money given to employee so that he will
retire early or quit
(to be a) golden parachute
to be the money promised to a high-level executive in
case he or she is fired or dismissed
The board of directors did not like the golden parachute
that the CEO was promised.
to be a goner
to be a person who is, dying, doomed or beyond hope
She’s a goner so there’s nothing to be done here.
to be a gongoozler (British English)
to be an idle spectator
to be a good catch
to make a good husband or wife, be a desirable
matrimonial partner
Everyone thinks that Mary is a good catch.
to be a good-for-nothing
to be shiftless, lazy or worthless

He is a good-for-nothing who will never do anything.
to be a good lay
to be a good sexual partner
She has always been a good lay.
to be a good one
to be a remark or statement which is original, astute
or clever, a zinger
That was a good one. That will teach him not to insult people.
to be a good spin on
to emphasize the positive, to tone down or soften the negative
You can not put a good spin on torture.
to be a goody-goody
to be too nice for words, to be too nice or over nice
to be a goody two shoes
to be too good or nice, to be a namby-pamby
to be a goof ball
to act silly, foolish, kooky or ludicrous
He is a goof ball. Why are you asking his opinion?
to be a Gordon and Gotch (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a watch
to be a Gordian knot
to be a difficult, if not impossible, situation where no
solution is good
This war is a Gordian knot. Whatever is done will lead

to a disaster.
(to be a) grab for power
to be an uprising, coup d’etat, revolt or insurrection
His grab for power was obvious.
(to be) a grand
to be a thousand dollars
Next year I intend to earn a hundred grand.
to be a grass (British English)
to be an informer, snitch or someone who spills the beans
to be a Grasshopper (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a copper (to be a policeman or cop)
to be a great catch
to be a good husband or wife, a desirable matrimonial
or romantic partner
Everyone thinks that Mary is a great catch.
to be a great hand at
(used ironically) to be skillful
He's twice divorce; he's a great hand at marriage.
(to be a) greenback
to be an American dollar bill
I only have a few greenbacks with me.
to be a green bag
to be a lawyer

to be a Green Beret (British English)
to be a British commando
to be a Green Beret
to be a member of the Special Forces
(to be) a green card
to be an official card (no longer green) which gives
foreign nationals permission to work in the U.S.
I don’t have a green card.
to be a green cuisine (British English)
to be a vegetarian meal
to be a green grocer
to be a store where fruits and vegetables are sold
I need to go to the green grocer.
to be a green home (British English)
to be a non-toxic home
to be a greenhorn
to be inexperienced, immature or too trusting
Go with him; he is a greenhorn and they’ll rob him blind.
to be a green light
to be a green traffic light which allows a car to proceed
It’s a green light; there’s no need to stop.
to be a green light
to be an authorization, permission to go ahead or approval
The moment that the director gave me the green
light, I started working.

to be a green religion (British English)
to be a non-Christian religion in which the
environment is center stage
to be a green stick fracture
to be an incomplete fracture in which only one side of the
bone is fractured while the other side is intact
to be a green worker
to be a worker who is inexperienced or new on the job
Because he is a green worker, everyone treats him badly.
to be a grey beard (British English)
to be an old person
to be a grind
to be hard work or labor, drudgery, toil
My job is nothing but a grind.
to be a groupie
to be a young girl who follow rock band from show to show and
who grant the members of the band sexual favors
I would have loved to be a groupie if I could have.
to be a Grumble and Grunt (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a cunt (to be a stupid, dumb, backward, disgusting or
obnoxious person)
to be a grunt
to be foot soldier, to be the average soldier
I am a grunt. This does not represent my opinion.

to be a gumshoe
to be a private investigator, operative or non-uniformed policeman
The slang for private investigator is a gumshoe.
(to be) a gut feeling
to have feeling, sense, intuition, inkling
I didn’t know but I did have a gut feeling that he was the one.
to be a gutless wonder
to have no guts, courage, determination or endurance
Why should I respect him? He is nothing
but a gutless wonder!
to be a guzzler
to be a drunkard, drunk, hard drinker or sponge
He is a guzzler; therefore, he can not be invited to the party.
to be a gymslip pregnancy ( British English)
to be a school girl who becomes pregnant
to be a hag
(woman) to be a nagging, bothersome or shrew woman
She is a hag who would drive any woman crazy.
(to be) a half-assed attempt
to be a vulgar or obscene way to say: a half-hearted,
inadequate, insufficient or wanting effort or undertaking
You can not make a half-assed attempt to sell
these stocks. It won’t work.
to be a hammering
to be a trouncing, beating, lashing, tanning or flogging

to be a hand job
to the masturbation of the penis
to be a hand full
(a child or someone under another’s control) to be difficult to control,
to not behave according to the rules of where one is
These students are a hand full.
to be a handful
only or just a few, not very many, not a great or large number
There have been only a handful of prosecutions.
to be a hanger-on
to be a flunky, toady, backslapper or apple-polisher
He doesn’t do anything; he’s a hanger-on.
to be a hang over
to be sick or have a terrible headache as a result of heavy drinking
When I woke up this morning, I had a horrible
hang over.
to be a hard and fast rule
to be a rule which is firm, unchangeable or fixed
This is a hard and fast rule so stop trying to change it.
to be a hard-core
to be a person who has a strong belief or opinion,
to be resolute in one’s belief
He is a hard-core conservative so you’re wasting
your time.

to be a hard drinker
a heavy or serious drinker, boozer or elbow-bender
Yes, he is a hard drinker but he is not an alcoholic.
to be a hard-handed ruler
to be oppressive, tyrannical, cruel, ruthless or dictatorial
She is a hard-handed ruler.
to be a hard-liner
to be uncompromising or unbending, take a hard line
He is such a hard liner that it's a waste of time
talking to him.
to be a hard nut to crack
to be a puzzle, mystery or conundrum
I don’t understand her because she is a hard nut to crack.
to be a hard sell
to be a high pressure sales talk to convince a client to buy what
one is selling
It was a hard sell that I didn’t have the courage to turn down.
to be a hayseed
to be a rubric, unsophisticated, not well educated or parochial person
to be a hawk
to be war monger, not to be a dove
He was a hawk during the Vietnam War.
to be a hawker
to be a person who travels to sell his wares

to be a hazard
to be a risk, threat or jeopardy
to be a hazard
to be gamble, chance or uncertainty
to be a haze
to be a mist, vapor fog or cloud
to be a haze
to be a confusion, muddle, vagueness or fogginess
What happened was a haze that I couldn’t get through.
(to be) a head
(medical) to be a skull or cranium
When the other car hit me from behind, I hit my head.
(to be) a head
to be an intellect, mind, wit, wisdom
He has quite a head on his shoulder. It should take him far.
to be a head
to be a unit of measurement
He is about a head taller than most men.
to be a head
to be habitual user of drugs, i.e. pothead, acid head or crack head
(to be) a head
to be a fully developed pimple, blackhead or boil
This boil has finally reached a head. I going to pop it.

(to be) a head
to be froth, foam, suds, lather, puff, collar
This beer has quite a head on it.
(to be) a head
to be the climax, crescendo, critical point, turning point
or crossroads
Everything is coming to a head.
to be a headache
to be a load, burden or bother
He is such a headache, especially when he talks too much.
to be a head taller than
to be significantly taller than another
He is at least a head taller than his brother.
to be a head case
to be crazy, demented or insane
He is a head case; therefore, I’m not going listen to him.
to be a heap
to be car which barely functions, to be an automobile which
is always breaking down
This is a heap. Get yourself a new car.
to be a heap of
to be a pile, mass, bundle or stack
There is a heap of books over there in the corner. Take what you want.
to be a heart beat away
to be less than a second from

The vice president is a heartbeat away from the presidency.
to be a heart stopper
to be emotionally gripping, grab one emotionally, great move
or stir
The movie was a heart-stopper.
to be a heart-throb
to be a rapid beat of the heart
to be a heart-throb
to be a handsome young man who is highly attractive
to young woman
I'm so in love with him; he is such a heartthrob.
to be a heart-throb
to be a handsome young actor, singer, or performer
He is a heart-throb!
to be a heathen
(religious) to be a non-believer
Because you are a heathen, you could not possibly be a
good person.
to be a heavy hitter
to be a person who is very important, of great consequence or
import
He is a heavy hitter in the Republican Party. I would treat him
with great respect.
to be a hell of (borderline vulgarity)
to be estimable, reputable or worthy of respect
He is a hell of man; no one can doubt his integrity.

to be a helluva
to be an intensifier such as very or extremely
She was a helluva big woman.
to be a herd
to be a group of animals which feeds together (horses or deer)
to be a hiatus
to be a pause or escape from one’s regular activity
Because this is a hiatus, you are not allowed to work.
to be a hibakusha (Japanese in English)
to be a survivor of the atomic bomb in either Hiroshima
or Nagasaki
to be a hick
to be unpolished, unmannered or uncouth
It’s obvious that he’s never been to the city;
he is a hick.
to be a hickey
to be a love bite
Is that a hickey?
to be a high brow
to be very intelligent, a book worm or very intelligent
Ask him; he’s a highbrow.
to be a hipster
to be a person who is well informed of what is happening
in the social side of society
He is a hipster so you can go to him to find out what’s happening.

to be a hired gun
to be a professional killer
He is a hired man for organized crime.
to be a hired gun
to be a mercenary or soldier-for-hired
He is nothing but a hired gun.
to be a hired gun
to be public relation person or lawyer hired to resolve
a difficult problem
He is a hired gun employed by celebrities who need to change
their image.
to be a hit
to be a great success, winner, triumph, best seller
I never expected that the book was going to be a hit.
(to be) a hive
to be a group of bees, to be a group of bees residing in a beehive
A hive of bees can be very dangerous.
to be a hive
to be a group of people who are very occupied or busy
The office is a hive of activity.
(to be a cloud, herd, school, swarm, gaggle, shoal or drove)
to be a hoax
to be a trick, fraud, ruse or deception
He never had the money to invest. It was all a hoax.

to be a Hobson’s choice
to be a choice between bad and bad or a choice between bad
and worse, to have no good choice
To withdraw or to stay is nothing but a Hobson’s choice.
to be a hodge-podge
to be a mixture, odd assortment or mess
This article makes no sense; it is, at best, a hodge-podge
of quotes and facts.
to be a hole in the wall
to be a very casual, inexpensive, cheap or low-priced restaurant
The restaurant is a hole in the wall but the food is delicious.
to be a hole in the wall (British English)
to be an ATM machine
to be a hold on
to be detaining, holding up, retaining, bottling up
I’m going to put a hold on any action on this matter
until more information is forthcoming.
to be a hold-out
to delay signing a contract in hope of getting a better deal
He is the only hold-out.
to be a hold over
to be from a former regime or government
It's time to get rid of him. He is a hold-over.
to be a hold up

to be a robbery, stick-up, mugging
I think that it was a hold-up.
to be a holi-poli
to be a lawless or turbulent pack, group or crowd
to be a holy terror
to be a very badly behaved child or a brat
I love my nephew but he is a holy terror.
to be a honky-tonk
to be a small, sometimes illegal, club where one can participate
legal as well as illegal activities, including prostitution
to be a hoodlum
to be a ruffian, hooligan or roughneck
He may be nice to you but, the truth is, he’s a real hoodlum.
to be a hooker
to be prostitute, a woman who sells herself, a woman who has
sex in return for money
I don’t have sex for free. I’m hooker. You’ve got to pay.
to be a hooligan (British English)
to be a punk, juvenile delinquent or member of gang
I don’t know what you expect of him; he’s a hooligan.
to be a hooray Henry (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a useless upper class twit or jerk
to be a hooter (British English)
to be the horn on a motor vehicle

to be a hooter (British English)
to be one’s nose
to be a horse of another color
to be quite a different matter or different question
It's not the same thing. It's a horse of a
different color.
to be a horse race
(politics) to be a race where all competitors have
a good chance to win
Now that there are only two persons, it is a
horse race.
to be a horse trader
to be a skilled businessman
You can’t cheat him; he’s been a horse trader all his life.
to be a hotbed of
to be a fertile ground for
Poverty is a hotbed of crime.
to be a hot-blooded person
to be hot-blooded person
to be a hot dog
to be a show off, grand-stander or hotshot
He can't work on a team; he is too much a hot dog.
to be a hot head
to be rash, headlong, unthinking, foolhardy,

or reckless
She is such a hothead that I can't control her.
to be a hot potato
to be a problem or a crisis that no one wants
to deal with
Gay marriage is a hot potato that no politician
wants to touch.
to be a hot spot
to be a place, such as a bar or club, where people want to go
This is a hot spot. It is very difficult to get in.
to be a hot spot
to be a place where there is a lot of trouble
This is a hot spot. You have to be very careful when
you are here.
to be a hotchpotch (British English)
to be an assortment, odds and ends, tangle or mess
All of this is nothing but a hodgepodge.
to be a hound
to be a devotee, freak, nut, obsessive fan,
enthusiast, buff, aficionado, junkie
I know that he loves the group but he is way over
the top. He’s a hound.
to be a hound (see meaning 3)
to be a house
to be a housebreaker

to be a housekeeper
to be a housewife
to be a house of cards
to be a weak or unstable structure
His arguments are a house of cards.
to be a household name
to be well-known, famous or celebrated
As a result what happened Sunday, she is now a
household name.
to be a hovel
to be a howl
to be a hubbub
to be a huckster
to be a huff
to be a hug
to be a huge box office hit
to be a movie which is a commercial success
Brokeback Mountain was not a huge box office hit but
it was critically acclaimed.
to be a hugger-mugger
to be a hullabaloo
to be a hum
to be a humbug

to be a humdinger
(to be) a hunch
to be a sensation, impression, feeling, vague feeling
or foreboding
I had a hunch that I was going to win.
to be a hunchback
to be a hundred and one shot
to be against all odds, not be likely and one shot
I don't think so. It's a hundred and one shot.
to be a hunger
to be a hunk
to be a handsome or good looking male
He’s a real hunk. What’s his name?
to be a hunt
to be a hurdle
to be a hurt
to be a hush
to be a hussy
to be a hustle

to be a hustler
to be a prostitute or hooker
to be a hustler
to be a person who makes money anyway possible (i.e. illegally)
She is a hustler who will find a way to pay her rent.
to be a hut
to be a hybrid
to be a hypocrite
to be a jab
to be a jabber
to be a jack
to be a lift, lifter or hydraulic jack to lift a car
to be a jack (British English)
to be a flag, banner, colors or pennant
to be a jack-a-dandy
to be a man who dresses well, to be urbane and
sophisticated, to be a ladies man or lady killer
to be a Jack and Jill (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a bill (to be a statement or invoice)
to be a jack in office (British English)
to be a man who misuses his power and authority
to be a Jack-the-lad (British English)

to be a reckless or crazy driver
to be a jack of all trades but the master of none (American English)
to be a person who knew how to do, superficially, many different
types of jobs but was an expert in none
to be a jackass
to be donkey, mule, burro or donkey
to be a jackass
to be a fool, boob, idiot or dummy
He is such a jackass. I can not stand him.
to be a jackass
to be a fool, moron, dummy, dunce or boob
Maybe if you weren’t such a jackass, you would understand.
to be a jackaroo (Australian and New Zealand English)
to be a rookie or novice on sheep or cattle ranch
to be a jackeen (Irish English)
a resident of Dublin or any large city
to be a jacket (British English)
to be a baked potato served in its skin
to be a jacket
to be a jacket potato (British English)
to be a baked potato served in its skin
to be a jackknife
to be a pocket or pen knife

to be a jacks (Irish English)
to be toilet
to be a jackstraw
to be a jaffa (British English)
to be a sterile male
to be a jag
to be a jail
to be a jailbird
to jailbreak
to be a jam
jam jar (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
car
to be a James Hunt (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a cunt (to be a stupid, dumb, backward, disgusting or
obnoxious person)
to be a Jane Doe
to be a woman whose identity is unknown
She is a Jane Doe. She has no identification.
We’re trying to find out who she is.
to be a Jap
to be an offensive term of some from Japanese or someone
of Japanese descent
to be a jar (British English)
to be a pint of beer

to be a jar head (North American military slang)
(can be offensive) to be a marine
to be a jazz mag (British English)
to be a pornographic magazine
to be a jerk
to be a chump, sap, dumbbell, boob or numskull
You are a jerk who believes he’s fantastic. You’re not!!
to be a jerry (British English)
to be a dated expression for a chamber pot
to be a jerry-built structure (British English)
to be a poorly or badly built structure

to be a jhil (Hindi in English)
1.
to be a lake
2.

to be a pool

to be a jhuggi (Hindi in English)
to be a slum
to be a jibe
to be an insulting, cut or offense
That was a jibe that she won’t readily forget.
to be a jigaboo
to be an insulting or offensive term for a person
of African descent
to be a jiggery-pokery (British English)

to be a dishonest, crooked, insincere or treacherous person
to be a jihad (Arabic in English)
to be a spiritual struggle or effort in Islam
to be a jillaroo (Australian English)
to be a female novice or rookie on a sheep or cattle ranch
to be a Jiminee Cricket (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a ticket
to be a Jimmy (British English)
to be act of urination (as in to take a jimmy)
to be a Jimmy Hill (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a bill (to be an invoice or statement)
to be a Jo Blunt (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a cunt (to be a stupid, dumb, backward, disgusting or
obnoxious person)
to be a jock
1.
to be an athlete
He is a high school jock who is only interested
in basketball.
2.

to be an enthusiast in a particular activity (not only sports)

3.

to be a pilot

4.

to be an astronaut

5.

to be another term for a jock strap

to be a joe

to be every day man, to be the average person
to be a Joe Blake (Australia/ rhyming slang)
a snake
to be a joey (Australian English)
to be a young kangaroo or possum
to be a joey (Australian English)
to be a baby or child
to be a john
to be the client of prostitute
Yea, I know him. He has been a john once or twice.
to be a joanna (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
piano
to be a jock
1.
to be an athlete or someone who plays sports
He is a jock.
2.

enthusiast or fan of a particular activity (computer jock)

to be a Jock
an offensive term for a Scotsman
to be a john
the client or customer of a prostitute
He is not my boyfriend. He is a john.
to be a Johnny-bag (British English)
to be condom

to be a Johnny Cash (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be a slash (to urinate or pee, to take a piss)
to be a joint
to be a place where people gather to eat, drink and/or socialize,
It’s a joint where we can get something to eat and dance.
(to be a) joint
to be a restaurant where a particular food is serve
Let’s go to the pizza joint down the street.
to be a joke
to be a funny statement
That was a joke that I didn’t think was very funny.
to be a joke
to be person who is not taken seriously, to be a person who is
taken lightly or considered insignificant
She is a joke to everyone.
to be a juggins (British English)
to be a soft touch or mark, a gullible or easily led person
(to be a) juke joint
to be a nightclub, night spot, dive or joint
Let’s go to the new juke joint downtown. I heard
that it’s happening.
to be a jump cut
(in film) an abrupt transition from one scene to another

to be a junk shop (British English)
to be in American English a thrift or second hand store
to be a junker
to be an old car which is constantly breaking down to be a piece of junk
I have the worst luck in cars. This car is a junker.
to be a junk food
to be a food which is not good for one
Chocolate food is a junk food.
(to be a) junket
to be a extravagant trip taken by politicians
(usually not paid by politician)
Some politicians take at two or three junkets a year.
to be a junky
a heavy user of drug or a drug addict
to be a Kaffir (South African English)
an abusive, derogatory or insulting term for a Black person
(equal to what nigger is in American English except nigger is
not actionable.)
to be a kangaroo court
to be a crudely or irregular operated court, to
be an illegal trial
This is nothing but a kangaroo court.
to be kanga (Australian English)
to be a kangaroo
to be a keeper
to be someone worth keeping

She is the best secretary that I have ever had.
She is a keeper.
to be a keg
to be a small barrel of some liquid
to be a keg (British English)
short for keg of beer
to be a kerfuffle (British English)
to be a fluster, commotion, unrest or flurry caused by
conflicting views
There was such a kerfuffle over the election that some people
were getting worried.
to be a khazi (British English)
to be a toilet
to be a kick in the head
to be a surprise, shocker or a totally unexpected event
What you said was a kick in the head.
to be a kick in the pants
to be a major new effort, a new way of doing something or
a breath of fresh air
What he needs is a kick in the pants. Right now,
he’s doing nothing.
to be a kick in the teeth
1.
to be a betrayal, breach of faith or duplicity
What she did was a kick in the teeth.
2.

to be a humiliation or rebuff

Her behavior was a kick in the teeth.
a kickback
money which is paid illegally or under the table
Everyone pays a kickback. What’s the problem?
to be a kick-off
to be the beginning or initial step or stage, to be a start
to be a kid
a young person, child, ard (Scottish English), bairn (British English)
He’s only a kid. Leave him alone.
a kid brother (or sister)
younger brother or sister
He’s my kid brother. I have to take him with me.
to be a kiddiewinks (British English)
to be a small child
to be a kideo (British English)
to be television program or video made especially for children
to be a kill-joy
to be a spoiler, gloom and doomer, wet blanket
You have always been a kill-joy.
a killer
1.
to be a difficult or extremely hard problem or subject
Learning how to operate software has always been a killer.
2.

to be a very funny or hilarious joke

That was a killer. Who told you that joke?
to be a killer (New Zealand and Australian)
an animal that has been chosen to be slaughter
to be a killing
to be a great financial success (as in the expression:
to make a killing)
to be a kiss and tell book
to be a book in which the author reveal secrets of
persons who have confided in him or her
A kiss and tell book is a betrayal.
to be a kiss off
to be a rude dismissal, to be a cold shoulder
That was a kiss off that I won’t forget in a long time.
to be a knee-jerk reaction
to be a non-thinking reaction, to act or react before thinking
I must admit my first impression to him was a
knee-jerk reaction.
to be a knee-slapper
to be a very funny joke, be a joke that make one laugh
That was a knee-slapper.
to be a knock for knock agreement (British English)
to be an agreement between insurance companies in
which each pay its policyholder despite liability
to be a knock off
to be an imitation, copy or not the original (usually illegally)

This is a knock off. That’s why it’s so cheap.
to be a knock out
to be stunning, beautiful or gorgeous
Did you see John’s wife; she’s a knock out.
to be a knocker (British English)
1.
to be a person who sells from door to door
(usually with fraudulent intent)
2.

to be a faultfinder, nitpicker, critic or carper

to be a knocking shop (British English)
to be a brothel, house of prostitution
to be a knuckle-head
to be a dunce, be stupid, dumb, or unintelligent
Don’t be a knuckle-head. You know that’s not possible.
to be a kraut (British English)
to be an offensive and offensive term for a German
to be a Lady Godiva (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
to be five pounds
to be a lady of the evening
to be a prostitute, hooker or a woman who sells her body
She has so much money because she is a lady of the evening.
to be a lady’s man
to be a man who is not faithful, to be a playboy
Why do you want to become involved with him.
He’s a lady’s man.

to be a lag (British English)
to be a person who has been sent to prison many times
to be a lager lout (British English)
a young male who behaves badly as a result of drinking
lair (Australian and New Zealand)
a badly garishly or flashy dressed young man who
enjoy being the center of attention
to be a lamebrain
to be dense, thick-headed, thick, slow or stupid
She is a lamebrain.
to be a lame duck
to be ineffective, no longer powerful, disabled or inefficient
After the election, he was a lame duck.
to be a landlord
to be the owner of an apartment which others rent
He is a landlord that how he makes his money.
to be a landslide
to win by a large amount, win by well over fifty percent
It was a landslide.
to be a lap-dog
to be a person who is pampered, coddled, spoiled,
waited on hand and foot or doted on
Because he is a lap dog, he does not know how to go without.
to be a lap-dog

to be one’s flunky, stooge, toady, lackey or bootlicker
Everyone says that he is nothing but a lap-dog of the director.
to be a lapse
to be a flaw, slip, weakness or failing
It was a lapse that almost cost me my life.
to be a last ditch effort
last effort, desperate action, with one’s back against
the wall, down to the wire
This is a last ditch effort. If it doesn't work, there's
nothing else.
to be a laughingstock
to be a fool, everybody's fool, a joke or an ass
He must know that the group only tolerate him because he is
a laughingstock.
to be a lazy bone
to be very lazy, not ambitious, lackadaisical or good-for-nothing
You are such a lazy bone. What are you going
to do when you are on your own.
to be a leak
(politics) to secretly divulge information to the press
That was a leak that no one had been expecting.
to be a leak proof White House
(U.S. politics) to be the executive branch of the government
where no one secretly pass information to the press
It had been a leak proof White House during the first term.

to be a leaker
(politics) to be a person who secretly divulge information
to be a leech
to be a parasite, blood sucker or user
Be careful. She is a leech.
to be a left-handed compliment
to be a statement which initially appear to be
a compliment but is, in reality, an insult
What she said was a left-handed compliment.
to be a left-hander
to be a person who uses one's left hand to do
something, especially to throw a ball
to be left, right and center
to be on all sides, to all over
to be a left-winger
to be someone of the left, to be someone whose politics range from
progressivism to communism
John Kerry is not a left winger.
to be a leg-over (British English)
an instance of sexual intercourse
to be a leg-pull
to be a joke or practical joke, to be a prank or tick
to be a lemon
to be a car which does not very well and is constantly
breaking down, clunker or bad apple
I have the worst luck in cars. This car is a lemon.

to be a lesbo
to be a lesbian
to be a let down
to be a disappointment, disillusionment, blow or disenchantment
What happened, frankly, was a big let down.
to be a let up
to be a lessening or abatement
It took a time but eventually there was a let up.
to be a license to print money (British English)
to be a business that is very profitable
(to be) a license to print money (North American English)
to spend a lot of money
He acts like he has a license to print money.
(to be) a lick
to be a blow, swat, whack or hit
I was not able to get a lick in.
to be a lick
to be a small amount or a speck
I didn’t drink a lot. It was only a lick.
to be a lightweight
to be not very intelligent, not smart or profound
Intellectually, he is a lightweight.
to be a Limey (Australian and North American English)

can be derogatory name for an English person
If you call a Brit a Limey be prepared to fight.
to be a little of this and a little of that
to be an odd assortment, jumble or tangle
Traditionally, the material used to make a quilt is a little
of this and a little of that.
to be a little sketchy to come here after dark
to be risky, dangerous or not very safe to go to
this area at night
It has always been a little sketchy to come here after
dark. This area of New Orleans has always been dangerous.
to be a load (see ‘heap’)

to be a load off one's mind
to be no longer worried or concerned about something
Now that he's home, that is a load off my mind.
to be a lobbyist
to be a person whose job it is to influence politicians in Washington
He is a lobbyist so what did you expect.
to be a lollapalooza
to be impressive, alluring or captivating
to be a lone wolf
to be solitary or loner, like to be alone
He will never get married; he is a lone wolf.

to be a long weekend
to be a three, instead of only two, day weekend (either
not work on a Friday or Monday)
I’m going to take a long weekend, I’ll see
you Tuesday.
to be a longing
to be very strong and aching desire or wanting
It was a longing that I could no longer control.
to be a loophole
to be a way out, weak spot or oversight
It was a loophole big enough to drive a truck through.
to be a loose canon
a rebel or maverick, being someone who can
not be trusted to follow the line
Be careful, she’s a loose canon so you can not
be sure that she will always support your position.
to be a loser
to be a bother, gadfly or frightful bore
He is such a loser.
to be a loser
to be someone who is always getting the short-end of the stick,
being someone always behind or left out in the cold
I do believe that I am a loser. I can’t seem to get ahead.
to be loss of face
to be a belittlement, to be disgraced, shamed or humiliated
His loss in the election was a loss of face.

to be a loud-mouth
to be a big mouth, talking too loudly, having one’s voice carry
Please keep your voice down and not be a loud mouth.

to be a loud-mouth
to be a gossip, magpie, blabber, blabbermouth
Everyone already think that you are a loud mouth. Stop
your gossiping.
to be a loud-mouth
an unruly, unmanageable, lawless or unrestrained person
Don’t upset her; she is a loud mouth.
(to be) a lot of clout
to be powerful, influential, weighty, important or substantial
As a director, he has a lot of clout. I would be
careful how I talk to him.
(to be) a lot of pull
to be a lot of power, influential, potent, powerful or weighty
He has a lot of pull. Don’t get on his wrong side.
to be a low ride
a car which has been modified to go faster and to be
closer to the ground
to be a lucky break
to be a piece of good luck, to be a stroke of good fortune, to
be a piece of good luck
Buying this lottery ticket was a lucky break. I normally don’t
play the lottery.

to be a lucky devil
to be a person who is lucky, fortunate or blessed with luck
What can I say? You are a lucky devil.
to be a lucky dog
to be very lucky, fortunate, blessed with luck, born with a silver
spoon in one’s mouth, born under a lucky star, on top of the heap
Have you seen his girlfriend? He most definitely is a lucky dog.
to be a lucky dog
to have scored sexually, have had sexual intercourse
He is such a lucky dog. All the women love him.
to be a lucky shot
to be a scratch hit, a random shot or a chance hit
All I can say is that that was a lucky shot.
to be a lucky stiff
to be a fortunate or lucky person
He has always been a lucky stiff.
to be a lucky strike
to be a chance hit or a random shot, to be a one in a million
It was a lucky strike that I still thank God for.
to be a lucky stroke
to be a piece of good luck, to be a stroke of good fortune, to
be a piece of good luck
Buying this lottery ticket was a lucky stroke. I normally don’t
play the lottery.

to be a lunk head
to be dull, brainless, or unthinking
He is such a lunk head that I'm surprised
that he realized the truth.
to be a lush
to be a souse, drinker, drunk, guzzler or sponge
He is such a lush.
to be a madam
to be the owner and/or manager of a brothel or house of prostitution
She has been a madam for quite a number of years.
to be a mama’s boy
(male) to be a weak male, to be a weakling, sop or baby
He will never be a responsible husband. He’s a mama’s boy.
to be a man
to be strong, brave, or courageous
If you run away now, you are not a man.
to be a man
to be fearless, unafraid, or unblenching
If you are a man, you do not show your fears.

to be a man
to be self-assured, self-reliant or confident
to be a man
to be firm, resolute, staunch or steadfast

to be a man
to be unshrinking, unhesitating or red-blooded
to be a man-to-man
to be a discussion or encounter which is candid, blunt
or straightforward
So that there would be no misunderstanding, we had
a man-to-man.
to be a manly man
to be the type of man that men admire, to be strong, aggressive
determined
He was surprised by how he was greeted. He had always been
a manly-man.
to be a Mary (Australian pidgin)
an aboriginal woman
to be a Mary Jane
to be a marijuana cigarette
to be a mcjob
to be a low-paying job, have a job which pay less than a living wage
All I have is a mcjob.
to be a meddler
to be a snoop, gossip or a busybody
She is a meddler who loves to hear and spread gossip.
to be a meat ax
to use a drastic, ruthless, draconian or extreme approach
to reduce or cut the expenditures of
She used a meat ax to reduce her household expenses.

to be a meatball
to be a fathead, blockhead, featherbrain or dingbat
He is a meatball; you’re wasting your time talking to him.
to be a meat rack (gay slang)
to be a meat market, a place where one goes to seek out sexual favors
Because of the police, this place is no longer used as a meat rack.
to be a meat wagon (British English)
to be an ambulance
Don’t put me in the meat wagon. I’ll take my car to the hospital.
to be a meat wagon (British English)
to be a hearse
I lost it when they put the casket in the meat wagon.
to be a meat wagon (British English)
to be a police van
to be a meaty argument
to be full, comprehensive or profound argument
I must admit that it was a meaty argument.
to be a meeting of minds
to be a concurrence, concord, consensus or mutual understanding
to be a melting pot
to be a place where diverse people are mixed together
U.S. has never been a melting pot.

to be a memento mori (Latin in English)
to be an object to remind one of the inevitability of
death i.e. a skull or skeleton
to be a mensch (Yiddish in English)
to be a good and humane human being
He is a mensch.
to be merde (French in British English)
to be used as a humorous substitute for the English curse
word ‘shit’ (merde is ‘shit’ in French)
to be a mess
to be untidy, in disarray or in a shambles
This house is a mess. You need to clean up.
to be a mess
to be chaos, turmoil, confusion or bedlam
What a mess!

to be a mess
to be a predicament, ball up, fix or trouble
This is a mess that I can’t help you with.
to be a mick
to be a derogatory term for someone from Ireland
or of Irish descent
to be a Mickey Mouse course
to be an easy, insignificant or inconsequential
university course in order to insure oneself a good grade
Of course, I passed the course. It was nothing
but a Mickey Mouse course.

to be a millstone around one's neck
to be a burden, weigh someone down
He didn't love me. I was a millstone around his neck.
to be a million miles away
to be distracted, absented minded or pensive
He did not hear a word; he is a million miles away.
to be a milk and water government
to not have the volition, capacity or capability to act in a
competent and effectual manner
It was a milk and water government which put in its place.
to be a milk run (British English)
to be a routine, uneventful or not surprising journey
to be a milksop
(male) to be a coward, wimp or softy
He won’t help you; he is a milksop.
to be a mill (British English)
to be an engine
to be a millstone
to be a burden, load or unwanted responsibility
A child is not a millstone around one’s neck.
to be a milquetoast
to be a weakling, sop, pushover or loser
He is a milquetoast. What are you doing with him?

to be a mimicking
to be a parody or take off on

to be a mind-bender
to be an experience or person who forces one to reassess
one's way of thinking
That experience was a mind-bender.
to be a mind-blower
a hallucinogenic drug, i.e. LSD or crack
to be a mind-blower
that which shocks, astounds or surprises
What he told me was a mind-blower. I still can’t believe it.
to be a mind-reader
to be a person who is able to read the thoughts of others
I swear to you that my mother is a mind-reader.
(to be) a minger (British and Scottish English)
to be unattractive or unpleasant person (usually female) or thing
What a minger! He needs to shower.
to be a mint
to be a lot of money or fortune
That’s a mint. How did he get so much money?
to be a minx
to be an impudent, bold, brassy or shameless woman
to be a minx

to be a flirt, trollop, tart or hussy
She is nothing but a minx so why do you waste your
time with her?
to be a mirage
to see hope and possibility in a hopeless situation
What you are seeing is a mirage. One does not bounce back
from cancer.
to be a mirror image
to be an exact image but in reversed order as if
viewed in a mirror
to be a misanthrope
to be a person who hates people, to be a loner or lone wolf
to be a mishmash
to be total confusion, jumble, scramble or hodgepodge
This is a mishmash that no one can understand.
to be a misnomer
to be the wrong name, designation or title
Obviously, that was a misnomer. That’s why we renamed it.
to be a miss goody-two shoes
to be a person who is a too prim and proper, too nice,
too worried about what is right
She will never break the rules; she is a miss goody-two-shoes.
to be a miss-know-it-all
to be someone who claims to have all the answers
I don’t like her because she is a miss-know-it-all.

(to be) a mix-up
to be confusion, jumble, potpourri or scramble
What a mix-up! I don’t understand anything.
to be a mob
to be a unruly crowd or gathering of people
Because it is a mob, I don’t think that you will be able
to keep control of the situation.
to be a mobe (British/Scottish English)
to be a mobile phone
to be a mobster
to be member of organized crime, be a criminal,
gangster or racketeer
Because he is a mobster, I would be careful.
to be a mole
to be an agent or spy who work in the very agency or
organization that he/she wants to destroy
I’m not sure but I don’t trust Mary. I think that she’s a mole.
(to be) a mom and pop
to be a small, neighborhood store
Fruits and vegetables always cost more at a mom and pop store.
to be a moneybag
being rich, filthy rich, wealthy or moneyed
He can afford it. He’s a moneybag.
to be a moneymaker
to be a person or thing that earns money

This new toy is a real moneymaker.
to be a money-spinner (British English)
in American English – a cash cow (a thing that brings in profit)
to be a mong (Australian and New Zealand English)
to be a mixed breed dog
to be a monkey (British English)
to be five hundred pounds
to be a monkey suit
to be a formal suit for males (i.e. tuxedo)
to be a month of Sundays
to be a long time or for an extended amount of time
to be a moolar (British English)
to be a general term for money
to be a moose
to be a hurtful and derogatory term for a woman
to be a motoh/ motor (British English)
to be a car
to be a mother
short for ‘a mother-fucker’
That is a real mother.
to be a mother-fucker
to be a despicable, contemptible, disgusting or revolting
person or thing

to be a mother-fucker
to be something to astound, floor or confound
That’s a real mother-fucker. I have no idea what
that means.
to be a mother-fucking
an intensifier
That is a mother-fucking lie.
to be a mother hen
to be a person who helps by interfering into the lives of other
I wish that you would stop being a mother hen.
to be a mountain of red tape
to be a lot of or a crushing amount of red tape
This is a mountain of red tape. How am I supposed
to do all of this?
to be a mouthpiece
to be a negotiator, spokesman, representative or rep (usually negative)
He is a mouthpiece for the company.
to be a mouthpiece
to be a puppet, operative, tool or front
He is only a mouthpiece; he can't help you.
to be a mother’s son (British English)
to be a man
Every mother’s son would volunteer to fight if the war were just.
to be a muckamuck

to be a very important or influential person
He is a muckamuck who gets his phone calls returned.
to be a mucker (British English)
to be a good friend or pal
to be a muckraking journalist (British English)
to be a reporter who investigates and publicizes
stories on famous person
to be muckraking (North American English)
to be a reporter who investigates and publicizes
stories about the world of politics and politicians
to be a mudslinger
to be someone who destroys another’s name or reputation
She is nothing but a mudslinger.
to be a muddle-head
to be muddled, confused, or in disarray
He is a muddle-head who does not know right from wrong.
to be a mug (British English)
to be a fool or twit, nit-wit or imbecile, to be stupid or dumb
to be a mug’s game (British English)
to be a foolish or dangerous activity in which it makes no sense
to participate
Being a member of a gang is a mug’s game. All it will lead to
is death.
to be a murphy (British English)
to be a potato

to be a Murphy
to be blackmail, exaction or extortion
He got his money through a Murphy.
to be a mutt
to be the opposite of a purebred dog, a dog of mixed
breeding, mongrel
It does not matter to me that he is a mutt. This is the dog that I want.
to be a nail biting (situation)
to be a harrowing, frightening or scary situation
It was a nail biting ride.
to be a namby-pamby
to be a nice-nelly, being a goody two-shoes, too nice
or simpering
She is a namby-pamby who must have
everything in place.
to be a nasty blow
to be a shock stoke of bad luck, reversal of fortune,
blow or unexpected blow
What a nasty blow!
to be a ned (Scottish English)
to be a poorly-educated, working-class young male delinquent
who dresses in a running clothes, petty criminal, hooligan
to be a nerd
to be a very intelligent but gauche, awkward or clumsy person,
to be socially inept
Because he is a nerd that does not mean that he does
not have feelings.

to be a nervous Nellie
to be fearful, a coward or a fraidy-cat
Stop being such a nervous-Nellie and do what you have to
so that we can do our job.
(to be) a nest egg
to be money saved up or savings for one’s retirement
By the time that she retires, she will have quite a nest egg.
to be a new face
to be a new, different, fresh or renovated outward
appearance or façade
He might have a new face but he's the same person.
to be a nickel and dime
to be a petit or small-time criminal
He’s nothing but a nickel and dime criminal. He couldn’t have
done this job.
to be a nifty
to be a fifty pound note
to be a nigga
(this term has to be used with a great deal of caution. It is generally
only used by African-American among themselves)
1.
to be a black man
2.

to be a woman’s boyfriend or husband

3.

to be an ignorant, stupid or dumb person

4.

to be a person who is silly or ridiculous, to be a featherhead

to be a nigger
to be a derogatory term of someone who is black
to be a night out on the tiles (British English/ cockney rhyming
slang)
to be a night out drinking
to be a N.I.M.B.Y.
a person who is only worried about what happens to him or her
(Not In My Back Yard)
to be a nincompoop
to be a loggerhead, not very smart, below average intelligence
He is a nincompoop who does not understand anything.
to be a nip
a small quantity of alcohol
I need a nip.
to be a nipper (British English)
a small child
to be a no-name brand
a product which has a brand which is not known or popular
Sometimes, it is the no-name brand computer
which is the best.
to be a no brainer
an obvious fact, the only answer, solution or decision
Helping the woman was a no brainer.
to be a no–no
to be not allowed, forbidden or prohibited
According to the law, taking drugs in the US is a no-no.

to be a noodle-head
to be void, vacant, unintelligent, dumb or stupid
She is a noodle head who understands nothing.
to be a numpty (Scottish English)
to be an ineffectual, incompetent, inadequate or stupid person
to be a numskull
to be dumb, stupid or dense
She is a numskull!
to be a nut
to be crazy, mentally unbalanced, demented or coo-coo
He is a nut so leave him alone.
to be a nut
to be strange, weird, queer or odd
I do believe that he is a nut. He has always been so strange.
to be a nut (Northern Irish slang)
to be one’s head
to be a (type) nut
to be a devotee, over the top fan, adherent or fanatic
I think that he is a left wing nut.
to be a nut case
to be crazy, insane, not mentally balanced or a lunatic
I know it looks like that I am a nut case but there is a
reason why I am this way.

(to be) a pack of lies
to be a bunch or group of lies or untruths
What you told me was just a pack of lies. I no longer believe
anything that you say.
to be a pain in the ass
an irritant, annoyance or bother
She is such a pain in the ass. She drives me crazy.
to be a pain in the behind
to be a bother irritant or thorn
He is a pain in the behind!
to be a pain in the butt
to be a drag, pain or annoyance
He is a complete and total pain in the butt.
to be a pain in the neck
a cross to bear, crashing bore, a thorn in the side
Stop being a pain in the neck and sit down.
to be a parasite
being a person who lives off another, leech, sponger
Because he is a parasite, he will always look for
someone to take advantage of.
to be a party pooper
to be someone who is always spoiling or ruining a good time
Don’t bring her. She is a party pooper.
to be a patsy
an easy mark, weakling, pushover, easily hoodwinked

or manipulated
He is a patsy. That’s why he is always being taken
advantage of.
to be a Paul Pry
to be a busy-body, a person who is always minding
other people’s business
I wish you were not such a Paul Pry.
to be a pay off
to pay someone so that they do not divulge information
That was a pay off so that you wouldn’t talk.
to be a pea in the shoe
a weight, bore or pain
He is an irritant who is like a pea in the shoe.
to be a peeping Tom
usually a male, but could be a female, who hides to watch a
person undress or engage in sexual activity
How can you trust John; he is nothing but a peeping Tom.
to be a peep show
to be a pornographic film viewed from a coin-operated booth
to be a penny-pincher
to be a grudging, ungenerous, miserly or stingy
She will not lend you anything; she is a penny-pincher.
to be a penny-wise and a pound foolish
to spend money foolishly, to squander money
It makes no sense to be a penny-wise and a
pound foolish.

to be a perfect crime
to be a crime in which the criminal does not leave any clues
about his identity
The bank robbery was a perfect crime. He left absolutely
no hint to his identity.
to be a perfect storm
to be a circumstance where different forces which normally never
come together do come together to cause tragedy
What had been the chances that this could happen. It
was a perfect storm. Nothing could have been done to prevent it.
to be a person of color
to be a persons who is either black or brown
She is a person of color but I don’t know if she
is African or African-American
to be a Peter Pan
to be a male who refuses to grow–up or who wants
to remain child-like
How can you marry John. He is such a Peter Pan.
to be a photo finish
to be barely, hardly, scarcely or by a narrow margin win
a race or campaign
Because it was a photo finish, many people still
do not accept the results.
to be a pickle
to be a mess or problem, to be hot water or trouble
I’m in a pickle and, frankly, I don’t know what to do.
to be a picnic

to be easy, a cinch, a piece of cake, walkover or breeze
Stop worrying. I promise you that this will be
a picnic.
to be a piece of cake
easy, not at all difficult or as simple as one, two, three
Don’t worry. This is a piece of cake.
to be a piece of piss (British English)
to be something very easy or not at all difficult to achieve
Frankly, it was a piece of piss to get it.
(to be) a piece of the pie
to be a part of the wealth, bounties and riches of society
Now that we have our own business, we have
a piece of the pie.
to be a pig of a ________________ (British English)
to be difficult, hard, tough or not at all easy
This is a pig of project. I don’t know if I can do it.
to be a pig of a ________________ (British English)
to be unpleasant, distasteful, annoying
That was a pig of job. I don’t want to do that again.
to be a pigeon
to be an easy victim or target
I wish he were not so innocent. He is a pigeon
for anyone out here.
to be a piggery (British English)
to be untidy, in disarray or in a shambles

This house is a piggery. You need to clean up.
(to be) a pig pen
to be in a shambles, to be disheveled or in disarray
Frankly, he lives in a pig pen.
(to be a) pig sty
to be turned upside down, in disarray or disheveled
Clean up this pig sty!
to be a pill
to be a bore, thorn or nuisance
He is like a pill that I have to swallow.
to be a pimp
to be a man who solicits customers for prostitutes,
panderer or flesh-monger
He’s a pimp. He buys and sells women.
to be a pimp
(on the street or between friends) to be a hustler, a man who has a lot of
women
or lovers, a player, a man who can make things happen and who can get
things
done, a man who knows how to handle himself and those around him
He’s a pimp. No one can make him look like a fool.
to be a pimp
(metaphorical or figurative use of ‘pimp’) to be a go-between,
intermediary,
purveyor, middle man, someone who can things done or someone who
makes the impossible possible
John is a pimp. For a price, he can get you anything that you need or
want.

to be a pinhead
to be an idiot, moron or half-wit
He is a pinhead who has a hard time tying his shoes.
to be a pink collar worker
to be a low paid work done mostly by women i.e.
secretary or waitress
She is a pink collar worker; therefore, she makes
no money.
to be a pink pounder (British English)
a wealthy gay person who buy products
marketed to the gay audience
a pipe dream
to be unrealistic, impractical or infeasible

It is a pipe dream if you think that you are
going to get reparations.
to be a piss artist (British English)
to be a drunk, drunkard or boozer
He is a piss artist. What are you doing with him?
to be a piss head (British English)
to be a drunk, a drunkard or an alchy
He’s nothing but a piss head.
to be a piss hole (British English)
to be a squalid, filthy, abject or slum-like place
This is a piss hole. What are you doing here?

to be a piss pot (British English)
to be a urinal or chamber pot
to be a piss take (British English)
to be a mockery, jeering, derision or kidding
to be a piss up (British English)
to be a heavy drinking bout or spree
to be a pisser (British English)
to be a toilet or urinal
to be a pisser (British English)
to be an annoying, irritating, bothersome or pesky person
to be a pissoir (French in British English)
to be an enclosed public urinal
(to be) a pitch
to be slang for a high pressure sales talk to convince
a client to buy, to be one’s spiel or song and dance
You call that a pitch? Who the hell is going to buy what
you are selling with that kind of pitch?
to be a placeman (British English)
to be a derogatory term for person who was placed in his
government position as a political reward
to be a placeman (British English)
to be a derogatory term for person who was placed in his
government position in order to have access to wealth and power
to be a placeman (British English)
to be an incompetent, ineffectual, inept or clumsy person

to be a plain clothes cop
to be a policeman who is not dressed in a uniform
She’s a plain clothes cop that why you didn’t recognize her.
to be a plain jane
to be plain, somewhat ugly, not very attractive, to
not be noticed by anyone
She is a plain jane that everyone normally ignores.
to be a plank
to be a fool, idiot or numbskull
to be a plate of meat (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)
a person’s feet
to be a player
to be a male who can attract, and who has, a lot of women
He is not at all ashamed of the fact that he is a player.
to be a podge (British English)
a fat or overweight person
(to be) a political nose
to be extraordinarily good or have a special flair for politics
It's in his blood. He has a nose for politics.
to be a polly (Australian and New Zealand English)
to be a politician
a pompous ass
to be arrogant, self-important or haughty
He is nothing but a pompous ass.

to be a pony (British English)
to be a twenty-five pound note
to be a poodle
to be obsequious, menial, servile, subservient, compliant,
acquiescent, tractable, groveling or cringing
That is what I heard. That he was the president’s poodle.
to be a popcorn movie
to be a movie that is full of adventure and effects but
does not have a very good story
It was a popcorn movie so how good could it have been?
to be a popstrel (British English)
a young female singer
(to be) a positive spin on
interpreting a negative event in such a way that it is
appears to be positive
The government is desperately trying to put a positive spin
on the disaster. So far it is not working.
to be a postcard blue (British English)
to be a clear, blue and sunny sky
It is a beautiful day. It is a postcard blue.
a potted head (British English)
to be dead
to be a practical joke
to be a joke, gag or trick
I did not mean to offend you; it was a practical joke.

to be a prat (British English)
to be an idiot, fool, nincompoop, imbecile
to be a prat (British English)
a person’s backside, derrière or bottom
to be a pratfall (British English)
to fall on one’s backside, derrière or bottom
to be a pratfall (British English)
to blunder badly, to make a fool of oneself, to put
one’s foot in one’s mouth
to be a pratie (Irish English)
to be a potato
to be a pretty beautiful woman*
to be a very beautiful or attractive woman
to be a pretty fix
in a mess, problem, in hot water, screw-up
This is a pretty fix that you have gotten us into.
to be a pretty kettle of fish
to be a dismissal, disasterous, horrible or sad state of affairs
This conflict is a pretty kettle of fish. Now, what do you have plan?
to be a pretty nice day
(weather) to be a warm or pleasant day
It’s the first day of Spring and it is a pretty nice day.
to be a pretty nice day

to be a day when everything goes right
It was a pretty nice day. I’m sorry to see it end.
to be a pretty nice person
to be a friendly or very nice person
She will help you; she’s a pretty nice person.
to be a pretty pickle
to be a problem, dilemma, mess or complication
This is a pretty pickle that I don’t know how
to get out of.
(to be) a price on one's head
to be a reward offered for one’s capture or arrest
Many murderers have a price on his head.
to be a prick
to be a pain or hurt
It was a prick from a rose thorn.
to be a prick
to be one’s penis
to be a prick
to be a stupid or dumb person, to be a featherbrain or fool
to be a prick
to be a disgusting, revolting or repulsive person
a private dick (can be considered vulgar)
to be a plainclothesman, operative or detective
He is a private dick whose work is dangerous.

to be a private eye
to be a detective, private dick or private investigator
To be a private eye is to make more money than
a uniformed policeman.
to be a problem drinker
to be an alcoholic or drunk, to not be able to control
one’s drinking
I’m worried because I think that he is a problem
drinker.
to be a proper Charlie (British English)
to be a fool, moron, dimwit or pinhead
to be a prude
to be traditional, conventional, fundamentalist,
prudish or self-righteous
She is such a prude that she does not even listen to music.
to be a puff
to be a suction, inhalation or drawing in of a cigarette
I’m dying for a cigarette. Give me a puff of yours.
to be a puffer (British English)
steam engine
to be a puffer (Scottish English)
small coastal freighter
to be a punk
to be a jerk, creep or drip
He’s nothing but a punk. Why do you waste your time with him?

to be a punk
to be a thug or criminal
What are you doing with him? He’s a punk.
to be a punter (British English)
to be a gambler, bettor or wager
He is a punter; therefore, do not trust him with your money.
to be a pup
to be tender, untried, , unused to, born yesterday,
unripe or untested
He is a pup who believes everything.
to be a puppy
to be green, naïve, unseasoned, raw or wet behind the ears
He is only a puppy. What else do you expect?
to be a pushover
to be easily manipulated, influenced or handled
She won’t be any problem; she is a pushover.
to be a pussy
to be a taboo term which refers to the passage between a
woman's outer sexual organ and her uterus
to be a pussy
to be an offensive term to refer to a weak, control or feeble man
Don't be such a pussy. Stand up to her and show her
who you are.
to be a pussy-mobile
to be the type of car, usually sport, that impresses a women.

Therefore, a man is able to pick up and seduce women in such a car
This is a pussy-mobile.
to be a queer fish (British English)
to be strange, odd, eccentric or different
He is a queer fish. Where did you meet him?
to be a raft (see ‘heap’)
to be a rash of
to be a outbreak, number, series or spurt of
There seems to be a rash of crime in the area.
to be a red state
(U.S. politics) to be a state where the Republican
party dominates
Mississippi is a red state.
to be a right winger*
to be someone of the left, to be someone whose politics range from
conservatism to fascism
Many of the senator are right wingers.
to be a Saturday-night special
to be an illegal pistol or gun
It was a Saturday-night special. I have a record so I can’t
get a gun legally.
to be a scab
to be a person who crosses a picket line to work while
his colleagues are on strike
to be a sci-fi
to be a science fiction

She is a sci-fi writer.
to be a sea (see ‘heap’)
to be a short arse (British English)
a derogatory or vulgar way to refer to a person of short
statue, to be short
to be a silly arse (British English)
to be silly, foolish, nonsensical or ridiculous
to be a skeleton at the feast
to be an event or person who intrude onto a joyous event
The upcoming war was a skeleton at the feast.
to be a skeleton in the feast
to be an embarrassing secret in someone’s past that no
one wants anyone to know about
to be a skin flick
to be a pornographic movie
The movie didn’t have a plot; it was nothing
but a skin flick.
to be a skin flint
to be cheap, to be someone who does not want to
spend money, to be miserly
He is a skin flint. He never spend money unnecessarily.
to be a skin head
to be an intolerant, aggressive and racist young male
with closely cropped hair and heavy boots
When I first saw him, I knew that he was a skin head.
to be a skirt chaser

to be a man who has relationships with a lot of women,
to be a male who is not faithful to one woman
Why would you want him as a boyfriend. He is a
skirt chaser.
to be a silly Billy
to be silly, dumb, foolish or simple-minded
Why are you such a silly Billy? When are you
going to grow up?
to be a silly goose
to be dumb, immature, foolish or asinine
Why are you always such a silly goose?
to be a simple Simon (British English)
to be an easy target or a soft touch, to be
very gullible
I like John but he is such a simple Simon.
to be a sleeper
to be something that takes a long time to be successful
That movie was a sleeper. It took over a year to make it big.
to be a sleeper
(espionage) to be a spy who lives and works in the enemy country
until he is instructed to act
to be a sleeping policeman (British English)
to be a flowerbed that juts into the road so that drivers
are forced to drive slower
to be a slut
a derogatory or insulting way to refer to a woman who has
had a lot of sexual partner

to be a slut
a derogatory or insulting way to refer to a woman but may also
refer to a man. When a male is being called such a name, it is done
to intimidate him (by questioning his masculinity)
to be a slut
a derogatory or insulting way to refer to a woman but may also
refer to a man. Men also call each other ‘slut’ and ‘bitch’ in the
form of roughhouse play.
Listen, slut, I could beat you with my hands tied behind my back.
to be a smart arse (British English)
to claim to know everything and to have all the answers, to be
too clever for one’s good
You need to stop being a smart arse.
to be a smarty pants
to claim to know everything and to have all the answers, to be
too clever for one’s good
She is such a smarty pants that I can’t stand her.
to be a smear
to defame, debase or disparage one’s name
This newspaper article is a smear.
to be a smidgen
to be a crumb, grain iota or very small amount
Why are you getting so upset? I didn’t take everything.
It was a smidgen.
to be a smirch
to slander, defame or malign one’s reputation or name

This charge will be a smirch on my reputation.
to be a smitch
to be a very small or insignificant amount, to be a bit
Why are you freaking? I didn’t take a large amount.
It was a smitch.
to be a smoking gun
to be definitive evidence or proof that someone is guilty
There is no smoking gun here.
to be a snap shot
to be brief or quick summary of something large
This report is a snap shot of the president’s military policy.
to be a sneak peek
to see a preview of a movie before everyone else
to be a sourpuss (gloomy)
to be a souse
to be a drunk, boozer, lush or drinker
He is a souse. Get him out of my house.
to be a speck
to be a crumb, grain iota or very small amount
Why are you getting so upset? I didn’t take everything.
It was a speck.
to be a spitting image of
to be identical to, to look exactly like
He is a spitting image of his father.

to be a spoiled child
to be a brat, or an unruly or ungovernable child
He needs to be discipline. He is a spoiled child.
to be a stand-off
to be tie or draw, as in a game
The game was a stand-off.

to be a steeplejack (British English)
to be a repair person whose job it is to climb chimneys
and other tall structures
When John was a steeplejack, I would fear everyday
that he would go to work.
to be a stick in the mud (mope)
to be a stiff
to be a dead body
to be a stream of Anglo-Saxon
to be a flood, gush, surge or out pour of vulgar English words
That was a stream of Anglo-Saxon like I have never heard before.
to be a stripper
to be a woman who takes off her clothes for money
She is a stripper and she makes a lot of money.
to be a stuffed shirt
to be austere, puritanical, uptight or pompous
Because he is a stuffed shirt, we have very little in common.

to be a suit
(insulting) a derogatory term for a corporate executive
He is a suit. How do you expect him to understand?
to be a T.V. spot
to be a brief television announcement or a news alert to announce
an emergency or accident
I heard about the accident on the T.V. spot.
to be a tar baby
to be a difficult problem whose difficulty is only
aggravated as one tries to solve it
This particular political problem is a tar baby.
to be a tart (British English)
1.
a promiscuous woman, a woman who is participate in
sex indiscriminately
2.

to be a prostitute

to be a theatre of operation
to be a site of great activity or conflict
In this war, there is no theatre of operation.
to be a think-tank
to be a group of researchers and intellectuals who work
together to study and/or solve a particular social or political problem
I can’t trust what he’s saying. All the information is from a conservative
think-tank.
to be a .38
to be the type of gun or weapon used
It was a .38. I did so because I intended to kill him.

to be a tissue of lies (British English)
to be a series of lies or untruths
This is a tissue of lies. I no longer believe anything that you say.
to be a tip off
to be a forewarning or a warning, to give advance caution
I knew that he was coming because of the tip off.
to be a toerag (British English)
to be a worthless, no good, disgusting or revolting person
Because he is a toerag, he’s not going anywhere.
to be a toff (British English)
to be a derogatory and insulting term for an upper class person
to be a tomboy
to be a young girl who likes to play with, dress like and act
like a little boy
When I was a little girl, I was a tomboy. I hated wearing
a dress.
to be a tomfool
to be a fool, idiot, dim wit, or nincompoop
He is nothing but a tomfool.
to be a tough sell
to be hard to get people to buy or consume, to be difficult to convince
people to go to
Although it was a good movie, it was a tough sell.
to be a turkey
the expression is used to mean a variety of things, depending on the

content, the expression ‘turkey’ can be insulting or endearing
1.

(insult/ street slang) inept, stupid, asinine, imbecile
You better get someone else to help. He’s a turkey.

2.

(endearment/affection) one of the many insulting names that
men call each other to show affection
You know that you are nothing but a turkey.

to be a .22
to be the type of gun or weapon used
It was a .22. I didn’t think that it would do so much damage.
to be a yell cell
to be a derogatory name for a cell phone (people
yell out their conversation)
to be a yes man
to fawn over, to lick one’s feet or boots, to agree to anything
Because he has to feed his family, he is a yes man.
to be a wee bairn (Scottish English)
to be a small child
It happened when I was a wee bairn.
to be a wedding crasher
to be a person who enters into a wedding reception without being invited
She is a wedding crasher. I didn’t invite her to the wedding.
to be a wet-back
to be derogatory or insulting way to refer to illegal
immigrants from Mexico
to be a wet blanket
to be someone who destroy or ruins everyone’s good time

Let’s go. He’s a wet blanket. He doesn’t want to have a good time.

to be a White boy
slang for White male (depending on the context, can be taken
as an insult or a simple description)
I don’t know why you’re getting so upset. So, he’s a White boy?
to be a White boy
to be stupid, dumb, backwards, foolish or silly
What do you expect? He’s a White boy.
to be a whore
a derogatory or insulting way to refer to a woman who has
had a lot of sexual partner
to be a wide boy (British English)
to be a petit thief
to be a wifie (Scottish English)
to be a woman
to be a wigger
can be an insulting term for a white person who supposedly
talks, dresses and behaves like many urban black youth
to be a wimp
to be weak, weak-kneed, lily-livered, mealy- mouthed, timorous, meek
He is a wimp; therefore, he will not help you.
to be a wino
to be a hard or serious drinker, to be a drunk or drunkard

You need to leave him. He is a wino.
to be a witch hunt
(political) to be a search for persons who are perceived to be
either disloyal or subversive
This has been a witch hunt, pure and simple.
to be a wonk
to be a person who was very studious, hard working
and very detailed
Al Gore was very proud of the fact that he was a wonk.
to be a wooden nickle
to not be real, to be a fake or counterfeit
This is as phony as a wooden nickle.
to be a work of art
to be exquisite, perfection, a gem, the pick
of the litter
This house is a work of art. When did you buy it?
to be abhorrent
to be revolting, disgusting, odious, loathsome or detestable
That was abhorrent to everyone in my family.
to be ab initio (Latin in English)
(Law) to be from the beginning

to be able to breathe easily again
to relax again after going through something
which has been frightening or dangerous
For the first time in a long time, I am able to breathe

easily again.
to be able to breathe freely again
to relax again after going through something
which has been frightening or dangerous
It been a while since I have been able to
breathe freely.
to be able to count on one’s fingers
to not have a large amount, be a small or minimum quantity
You able to count on your fingers the times
he has helped.
to be able to count on the fingers of one hand
to not have a large or great amount, have or be a
minimum amount
You are able to count on the fingers of one hand the
times he has kept his promises.
to be able to count on the fingers on one hand
to be very few, not many or a small number
You are able to count on the fingers on one hand
the number of women elected to office.
to be able to do blindfolded
to be able to do easily, quickly or with no problems.
I am able to do this blindfolded.
to be able to do something while standing on one's head
to be able to do easily, simply or quickly
He is able to do this while standing on his head.
No problem.

to be able to do something with one's eyes closed
to be able to do with problem or difficulty
He is able to solve these math problems with his eyes closed.
to be able to do something without breaking a sweat
to not have a problem in accomplishing one’s goal, do easily
I am to do these exercises without breaking a sweat.
to be able to get around again
to be recuperated, well again, no longer ill
After so many days in bed, I am glad that I am able
to get around again.
to be able to make it to
to attend, arrive to attend, be present
I won't be able to make it to tonight's meeting.
to be able to make people jump to attention
to be very powerful and influential, have a lot of power,
be a big shot
I would not ignore him because he is no longer the CEO.
He is still able to make people jump to attention.
to be able to pick up the phone
to be influential, powerful, of high standing or ranking
He is so known in this town that he is able to pick up
the phone and get what he wants.
to be able to pull strings
to have friends and/or family in important and
powerful positions
I know that my father can pull strings but I want to do it
on my own.

to be able to put one's mind to rest
to be able to stop worry
Now that she's home, I am able to put my mind to rest.
to be able to put something right out of one's mind
to be able to stop worrying over or thinking about something
You are able to put the scheduling right out of your mind;
everything is going to be okay.
to be able to read each other's mind
to know what one is thinking without speaking
We know each other so well that we are able to read
each other's mind.
to be able to take a joke
to be able to accept kidding or teasing
He has never been able to take a joke.
to be able to take just so much
to be able to endure only a limited amount, have limits
Stop! I'm able to take only so much.
to be able to take something
to be able to endure or stand hardship
Bring it on! I'm able to take your punishment and more.
to be able to think on one’s feet
to think quickly, to be quick witted, to be
no dummy or no fool
He is able think on his feet. He will not be easy to fool.

to be abounded with
to be teeming with, to be full of
The land was abounded with the poor.
to be about time
to be after a lengthy pause or delay, at last
I've been waiting forever; it's about time
that you've arrived.
to be about to conk out
to be about to break down, to collapse or to fail
This car is really about to conk out. It's not worth
getting fixing.
to be about to explode with anger
to be so angry as to be speechless, to be blue in the
face or furious
Look at him. He is about to explore with anger.
to be above
1.
to be better than or at a higher place
He is so mature. He is above all that foolishness.
2.

to be more than is necessary or required, be more than
He is above the norm. His intelligence is outstanding.

to be above and beyond
to do more than is required
His work is above and beyond what is necessary.
to be above board

to be an honest, trustworthy or open person
I know that I can trust him; he is above board.
to be above ground
to be honest, open, or not secretive
I don’t want any problem; everything must be above ground.
to be above it all
to be beyond, not a part of or not touched or sullied by
She walks around like a queen, as if she were above it all.
to be above suspicion
to not be suspected, questioned or doubted
He is honest. He is above suspicion.
to be absent-minded
to be engrossed, inattentive, or lost in
She is so absent-minded that she that she forgot her book.
to be absorbed in
to be interested, engrossed, or fully engaged in
She would be so absorbed in her books that she would be
oblivious to her surrounding.
to be according to
to conform to
This is according to the law.
(to be) acquaintance rape
to be sexually abused by an acquaintance or friend
Acquaintance rape is not at all rare.

to be acquitted of
to relieve from charge or crime
He was acquitted of all charges.
to be admitted into/to
to be allow or granted entrance
How was she admitted into/to Harvard?!
to be admitted to the bar
to permit to become a lawyer
Because he failed the exam, he was not admitted to the bar.
to be adrift
to be unanchored, unstable or insecure
Right now because he is adrift, you can not depend on him.
to be adroit
to be proficient, skilled, or skillful
He is adroit in carpentering.
to be afraid of one’s own shadow
to be scared, fearful or timorous
He won’t help you because he is afraid of his
own shadow .
to be after
1.
to be in pursuit or in search of
They are after the man who did this horrible act.
2.

to be looking or searching for

He is after the same thing that everyone else
is, his place in the world.
3.

to follow behind, be behind in place or position
You will be given your time at the microphone.
You will be after the woman with the book.

to be after one's blood
to get revenge, to avenge oneself
She is after her ex-boyfriend’s blood. I have no doubt that
she will get it.
to be after one's money
to be with someone only for one's money
I'm not rich; therefore, he can't be after my money.
to be after one's heart
to be similar to one in taste and preference
Yes, I totally agree with every word. You are a man
who is after my heart.
to be against
1.
to be in opposition, contrary, adverse, or
hostile to
He is against everything.
2.

to be in contact with, to lean against
When I first saw him, he was against the wall
talking to a man.

3.

to be beside, near, before
The house is against the wall.

4.

to be in contrast with, to be in opposition with
The poor are not always against the rich.

to be ages ago
to be a long time ago, to be hours ago
If I had not been robbed, I would have been home ages ago.

to be aghast
to be frightened, alarmed, scared
I was aghast at what he said.
to be agog
to be anxious, excited or enthusiastic
The moment that she heard the news she was agog.
to be ahead of the game
to be in a winning position, be in front or in the
forefront of one’s peers
He is always working hard; he is already ahead
of the game.
to be alive to
1.
to be aware or sensitive to
I am alive to the fact that life is not easy.
2.

to be careful, wary, on guard, or on the
lookout
You must always be alive to the dangers
of the world.

to be alive with
to be filled, swarming, or infested with
The whole complex is alive with termites.
to be all balled up
to be confused or all mixed up
After they finished talking, she was all balled up.
to be all but
to be nearly, almost
She is all but finished.
to be all by one's lonesome
to be totally and completely alone, by oneself
When I saw her, she was all by her lonesome.
to be all ears
1.
to be attentive, listen attentively, or
give one's full attention
Say what you have to say, I am all ears.
2.

to be listening for, observant, wide-awake
or alive to
While we are walking through the forest, we
must all be all ears.

to be all eyes and ears
to be observant, alert or on alert
Alone in the forest at night, I was all eyes and ears.
to be all fired up

to be excited or ardent about, be keen on
After what he told me, I am all fired up.
to be all for the best
to be an ultimate advantage
Although it was hard, everything was all for
the best.
to be all Greek to one (see feature/ Eng contains many languages)
to be incomprehensible, not be understandable,
not get
I don’t understand; it’s all Greek to me.
to be all in one's mind
to believe or feel something that only exists
in one's imagination
What I thought happened, didn't happen. It was all
in my mind.
to be all in the same boat
to all be in the same or identical situation
to be all mixed-up
to be muddled, confused or in disarray
I am all mixed-up; I don’t know what to do.
to be all mouth
to be loud and overbearing or overly aggressive
He is all mouth.
to be all of a sudden
to be suddenly, without any warning
or unexpectedly

It took me by surprise; his resignation
was all of a sudden.
to be all one
to be all the same, equal, of no import
It is all one me. So please, stop worrying.
to be all over
to be finished or at the end, have run its course
Everything is destroyed. It is all over.
to be all over the place
to not take a definitive stand or position
It helps no one if you are all over the place.
to be all said and done
to be at the end or finished
After it was all said and done, they won and we lost.
to be all skin and bones
to be too or very skinny
I don't like how she looks; she is all skin and bones.
to be all tanked up
to be drunk, to have drunk too much, to become intoxicated
No wonder you have a hangover. Last night you were all tanked up.
to be all the same
not to be varied, to be equal
It may be hard to believe but people everywhere
are all the same.

to be all things to all people
to be liked by or able to satisfy everybody
You can not be all things to all people.
to be all thumbs
to be to be clumsy, maladroit, awkward
He can't help you; he's all thumb.
to be all wet
to be wrong or incorrect, be totally misguided
What can I say but that she is all wet.
to be already taken
to be already with someone, married or engaged
You see that wedding ring; that means that he
is already taken.
to be an acquaintance rape
to be an alarmist
to overreact, get overexcited, to lose one’s sense of balance
to be a person who exaggerates dangers, overreact
Don’t listen to what he is saying; he’s an alarmist.
to be an albatross around one's neck
to be a millstone, an unwanted charge or duty
I'm only an albatross around your neck so,
please, let me leave.
to be an also-ran
loser, runner up, the defeated, good sport

I have always been an also-ran.
to be an arse
to be stupid, dumb, backwards or silly
Don’t listen to her; she’s an arse.
to be an arse bandit (British English)
to be a male homosexual
to be an Artful Dodger
to be a circumventor, pretender, fraud or perjurer
He is an Artful Dodger; he can not be believed.
to be an ass in lion’s skin
to betray, deceive, trick or lie
He is not at all strong; he is nothing but
an ass in lion’s skin.
to be an asshole
to be stupid, dumb, backwards or silly
Don’t listen to her; she’s an asshole.
to be an easy mark
to be a soft touch, ready victim, easy target
You should not be such an easy mark.
to be an egghead
to be a walking encyclopedia, be high brow or smart
Don't be such an egghead!!
to be an elbow-bender
to be very fond of drinking, drink a lot

to be an ignoramus
to be ignorant or stupid
to be an odd ball
to be strange, rare or off-centered
He is most definitely an odd-ball.
to be an one man band
to be a person who can do everything
He's an one man band.

to be an open and shut case
to be a case where there is no doubt about the
guilt of the party
I don't think that this case will go to court. It is an
open and shut case.
to be an openly gay man
to be an oreo
to be a derogatory or insulting manner to refer to an African-American
who
is perceived ‘to act or behave white’
(to be black on the outside but white on the inside)

to be an Uncle Tom (Black American English)
a black who is too gracious or too conforming to
White people
He is an Uncle Tom so I am not surprised by his
behavior.

to be an underdog
1.
to be the expected loser in a competition
He's an underdog in the race.
2.

to be considered weak, a loser or second rate
In the beginning, he was an underdog in the race.

to be an ugly duckling
to be an unattractive young girl who is expected to be
beautiful when she grows up
She was an ugly duckling.
to be Anglo-Saxon
to be direct, blunt or to the point English

to be antsy
to be nervous, itchy, jumpy or edgy
I’m not at all comfortable; I am antsy.
to be any Tom, Dick or Harry
to be any person, to be a nonentity, to
be no one special
You can’t do that to me. I am not any
Tom, Dick or Harry.

to be anyone's guess
to not be known, be unknowable, not know
It is anyone's guess that he's telling me the truth.
to be armed to the teeth

to be heavily armed or equipped
The policemen are armed to the teeth.
to be arse about face (British English)
to be upside down, to be contrary to what it should be,
to be topsy-turvy, to not be at all logical

to be arse over apex (British English)
1.
to fall over, to be head over heel, to fall on one’s buttock
2.

to blunder, to make an embarrassing or dreadful mistake

to be arse over tip (British English)
1.
to fall over, to be head over heel, to fall on one’s buttock
2.

to blunder, to make an embarrassing or dreadful mistake

to be arse over tit (British English)
1.
to fall over, to be head over heel, to fall on one’s buttock
2.

to blunder, to make an embarrassing or dreadful mistake

to be arse up (British English)
1.
to fall over, to be head over heel, to fall on one’s buttock
2.

to blunder, to make an embarrassing or dreadful mistake

to be as American as apple pie
to be very, typically or traditionally American
Some say that imperialism is as American as
apple pie.
to be as angry as hell

to be very angry, enraged or fuming
I am as angry as hell that he got away with murder.

to be as awkward as a cow on a crutch
to be very awkward, clumsy or bungling
Help John do it. He is as awkward as a cow on a crutch.
to be as awkward as a cow on skates
to be bumbling, clumsy, ungainly or ungraceful
She’s nice but she is also as awkward as a cow on skates.
to be as bald as a baby’s backside
to not have any hair, to be baldheaded, to be beld (Scottish English)
He shaved his head. He’s now as bald as a baby’s backside.
to be as bald as a coot
to be hairless or baldheaded, to not have any hair
My grandfather has lost all his hair. He is as bald as a coot.
as bent as a nine pound note (British English)
gay
as bent as a nine pound note (British English)
stolen or illegally obtain
to be as big as a cow
to be ample, fat or thickset
Ever since she has stopped working she is as big as a cow.
to be as big as all outdoor
to be very big, gigantic or very large (in reference to space)

I have never seen such a master bedroom. It’s as big as all outdoor.
to be as big as life
to be a way to say that a person was present in a place where he
or she is not expected
When I opened the door, I was flabbergasted. There he was as
big as life.
to be as big as life and twice as ugly
to be a way to say that a person was present in a place where he
or she is not expected
When I opened the door, I was flabbergasted. There he was as
big as life and twice as ugly.
to be as black as a skillet
to be very black, pitch back or jet black
I have never seen anything like it. The rock was as black as a skillet.
to be as black as a stack of black cats
to be jet black, to be completely black, to be very dark
When that house has no lights on, it is as black as a stack of cats.
to be as black as a sweep (British English)
to be unclean, dirty, soiled, dirt-encrusted or filthy
When he came home after playing, they were as black as a sweep.
to be as black as coal
to be very dark, black or pitch black
Her eyes were beautiful; they were as black as coal.
to be as black as night
to be jet black, very dark, pitch black

I could not see anything. The room was as black as night.
to be as black as one is painted (can be considered offensive)
to be as bad, evil, corrupt or diabolical as one is believed to be
Of course it was an exaggeration. He was not as black as he
was painted.
to be as black as the ace of spade (can be considered very offensive)
to be black, jet black or very dark
This shirt should not be worn in the hot sun. It is as black as the
ace of spade.
to be as blind as a bat
to be blind, not able to see or sightless
You never notice anyone because you are as blind as a bat.
to be as bold as brass
to be brassy, insolent, saucy, insolent or crouse (British English)
I have never met such a person. She is as bold as brass.
to be as boring as hell (slang/somewhat vulgar)
to be dull, uninteresting or tedious
I have to get out of here. This place is as boring as hell.
to be as brave as a lion
to not be easily intimidated, to be courageous or gutsy (slang)
She is not a person who is easily intimidated. She’s as brave as a lion.
to be as bright as a button
to be very intelligent, quick-witted, quick or capable
I don’t know why you are so surprised. He is as bright as a button.

to be as bright as a new pin
to be neat, clean, tidy or unsoiled
I love this house. It is as bright as a new pin.
to be as bright as a new pin
to be shiny, polished, glowing or gleaming
After taking her car to the car wash, it is as clean as a new pin.
to be as broad as a barn door
to be wide, expansive, large or voluminous
His shoulders are as broad as a barn door.
to be as broad as it is long
to be the same one way or other, to not make much of a difference
one way or the other
Frankly, it doesn’t really matter which way we do it. It is as broad
as it is long.
to be as brown as a berry (British English)
to be very tanned
She has been out in the sun all day; therefore, she
is as brown as a berry.
to be as brown as a walnut (British English)
to be suntanned
Have you seen Joan. She’s back from Florida. She’s as brown
as a walnut.
to be as busy as a beaver
to be occupied, grinding, engaged or employed
During the holiday, I am always as busy as a beaver.

to be as busy as a beaver
to be diligent, energetic, hard-working or bustling
He is always as busy as a beaver.
to be as busy as a bee
to be busy, occupied, engaged or employed
When I am at my desk, I am as busy as a bee.
to be as busy as a bee
to be toiling, zealous, up and about or moving
Because she is always as busy as a bee, she never has any time.
to be as busy as a cat on a hot tin roof
to be engaged or very busy, to be as busy as popcorn on a skillet
During Christmas, I am as busy as a cat on a hot tin roof.
to be as busy as a hibernating bear
to not be occupied, busy, engaged or working
Don’t worry about calling him; he’s as busy as a hibernating bear.
to be as busy as Grand Central Station
to be very busy, to be as busy as a one-armed paperhanger or as a bee
Lately, this company has been as busy as Grand Central Station.
to be as calm as toad in the sun
to be very calm, composed, tranquil or serene
While everyone was running around crazy, John was as
calm as a toad in the sun.
to be as camp as a row of tents (British English)

1.

to be gay

2.

to be effeminate, to act in an affected manner

to be as chirpy as a cricket (British English)
to be happy, chipper, full of life or buoyant
She has always been as chirpy as a cricket.

to be as clean as a hound's tooth
to be scrubbed, cleaned, washed or bathed
Now that I’ve showered, I am as clean as a hound’s tooth.
to be as clean as a hound's tooth
to be innocent, faultless, unblemished or flawless
Don't worry about her; she's as clean as a hound's
tooth. They will not get anything on her.

to be as clean as a new pin (British English)
to be in good order, spic and span, clean or en règle (French)
When I come back, I want this room to be as neat as a pin.
to be as clean as a whistle
to be unsoiled, clean or cleaned, to not be dirty
I am proud to say that my house is as clean as a whistle.
to be as clear as a bell
to be clarion, distinct, on pitch or clear
I heard everything; the CD was as clear as a bell.
to be as clear as crystal

to be very clear, translucent or transparent
I’ve washed these car windows until they are as clear as crystal.
to be as clear as crystal
to be understandable, comprehensible, lucent or simple
The problem is as clear as crystal to get. I don’t
understand what you don’t understand.
to be as clear as clear as mud
to be confusing, perplexing, unclear or obscure
To be frank, what you have just said was as clear as mud.
to be as clear as vodka
to be unclouded, cloudless or without a gray cloud in the sky
I love the weather here. It is always as clear as vodka.
to be as clever as a cartload of monkeys
to be sly, crafty, astute or pawky (Northern British English)
I would not try to cheat him. He is as clever as a cartload of monkeys.
to be as close as an oyster
to be closed-mouth, tight-lipped or mum
They won’t get any information out of him. He is as close as an oyster.
to be as close as two coats of paint
to be the best of friends, to be thick (slang), to be copains (French),
to be marrows (British English)
We have always been as close as two coats of paint.
to be as cold as a witch’s tit (can be considered vulgar)
to be very cold, chilly, ice-cold, gelid or numbing

In the winter, Chicago is as cold as a witch’s tit.
to be as cold as a witch’s tit (can be considered vulgar)
to be passionless, unstirred, without desire, indifferent or unfeeling
She is a woman without feeling. I would say that she
is as cold as a witch’s tit.
to be as cold as a witch’s tit (can be considered vulgar)
to be cold, hardened, stony, frigid or inured
He won’t help you. He is as cold as a witch’s tit.
to be as cold as marble
to be unemotional, unsympathetic or apathetic
I have never met such a person who is as cold as marble.
to be as cold as marble
to be unfriendly, uninviting, inaccessible or forbidding
What don’t you understand about her? She is as cold as marble.
to be as comfortable as an old shoe
to be very homelike, cozy, warm or snug
I love being at my grandparents’ home. It is as
comfortable as an old shoe.
to be as comfortable as an old shoe
to be familiar, relaxing, untroubled or uncomplicated
Spending Christmas with the family is as comfortable
as an old shoe.
to be as common as dirt
to be bad-mannered, rude, uncivil, discourteous,
tactless or misleared (British English)

I had warned you that she was as common as dirt.
to be as common as dirt
to be commonplace, peasant-like, working class, low-brow
With a family like that she can not help being as common as dirt.
to be as cool as a cucumber
to be calm, not easily ruffled or upset
She is always as cool as a cucumber.
to be as crazy as a loon
to be mentally unbalanced or insane, to not be sane, to
be nuts (slang)
Why are you talking to him? He is as crazy as a loon.
to be as crinkled as a walnut (British English)
to be full of wrinkles, creases or folds
This dress has to be ironed. It is as crinkled as a walnut.
to be as cross as a bear with a sore head (British English)
to be in horrible or bad mood, to be snappish
Leave him alone. In the morning, he is as cross as a bear
with a sore head.
to be as crooked as a barrel of fishhooks
to not be trustworthy, to not be honest, to be as crooked as a fishhook
Why did you give him the money? Don’t you know that he
is as crooked as a barrel of fishhooks.
to be as crooked as a dog's hind leg
to be dishonest, deceitful, untrustworthy or unscrupulous
I don't think that ALL politicians are as cooked

as a dog's hind leg.
to be as cunning as a fox
to be astute, shrewd, artful or tricky
He is not going to tell you anything that he doesn’t want
you to know. He is as cunning as a fox.
to be as cunning as hell
to be astute, cunning, sharp or foxy
Watch him. He is as cunning as hell.
to be as cute as button
to be vivid, bright, fresh or lively
Haven’t you seen her new puppy? He is as cute as a button.
to be as daft as a brush (British and Scottish English)
to be silly, foolish, irrational, crazy, simple minded
Why are you listening to her? She is as daft as a brush.

to be dead as a dodo
to be extinct or defunct, to have disappeared from the face of the
earth, to have died out
There’s no doubt. With her death, the language is as dead as a dodo.
to be as dead as a doornail (slang)
to be without any doubt dead (without any life), to be potted
head (British English)
You’re wasting your time trying to resuscitate her;
she’s as dead as a doornail.
to be as dead as a mutton (British English)
to be without any life, to be completely dead or cold

There is nothing to check. He is as dead as a mutton.
to be as dead as Queen Anne (British English)
to be dead, lifeless or gone
Unfortunately, she is as dead as Queen Anne.
to be as dead as a post
to be gone, dead or deceased, to be potted head (British slang)
He can’t hurt you anymore. He’s as dead as a post.
to be as deaf as a door post
to not be able to hear anything, to be totally deaf
My grandfather is as deaf as a door post; he can not hear a thing.
to be as different as day and night
to be very different from one another, to be dissimilar or unlike
I know that they belong to the same family but they are as
different as day and night.
to be as drunk as a fiddler
to be intoxicated, drunk or bevied (British slang)
Right now, you’re not going anywhere. You are
as drunk as a fiddler.
to be as drunk as a lord
to be very drunk, intoxicated or inebriated
When I saw him last night, he was as drunk as a lord.
to be as drunk as an owl
to be loaded, stewed or zonked (all slang), to be
pissed (British slang)

I was as drunk as an owl when I went to her party. I don’t remember a
thing.
to be as drunk as a skunk
to be drunk, tipsy, tight, pickled, loaded, lit, lubricated, lit up,
high or under the influence of
You can’t go to your home like you are. You are as drunk as a skunk.
to be as dry as a bone
to be very dry, parched, without any moisture
This place is as dry as a bone.
to be as dry-as-dust
to be very dry, bone dry or dry as a desert
You can't grow anything on this land; it is as dry as dust.
to be as dry-as-dust
to be very boring, bland or uninteresting
This class is as dry as dust.
to be as dull as dishwater
to be totally uninteresting or boring, to be in no way interesting
I love my sister but she is as dull as dishwater.
to be as dull as ditchwater
to be as boring as hell, to not be interesting, to be tedious
This lecture is as dull as ditchwater.
to be as dumb as dirt (slang)
to not be the most intelligent or rather stupid
Frankly, all I can say is that he is as dumb as dirt.

to be as easy as falling off of a horse
to be very easy, not to be at all difficult
You can write your name, can’t you? It should be as easy
as falling off of a horse.
to be easy as duck soup
to be effortless, without any problem or hands-down
I can do this. It is as easy as duck soup.
to be as easy as falling off a log
to be no problem, to be easy or effortless, to be no sweat (slang)
I thought that this problem was going to be very
difficult but it has been as easy as falling off a log.
to be as fake as a two dollar bill
to be a fake, to not be real
This painting is as real as a two dollar bill.

to be as hard as hell (slang)
to be very difficult or arduous, to be no easy task
This problem is going to be as hard as hell to solve.
to be as easy as juggling with soot (British English)
to be almost impossible, extremely difficult or uphill
Working with her is as easy as juggling with soot.
to be as easy as one, two, three
to be elementary, effortless or facile
This is not at all challenging; it is as easy as one, two, three.

to be as easy as pie
to not be at all difficult, be very easy
The exam was as easy as pie.
as easy as slicing bread
to be very easy or as easy as pie
They thought that fighting this war was going to be as easy
as slicing bread.
to be as easy as rolling off a log
to be no problem, to be easy or effortless, to
be no sweat
I thought that this problem was going to be very
difficult but it has been as easy as rolling off a log.
to be as easy as shelling peas (British English)
to be very easy, not bet difficult, complicated or problematic
You will finish this quickly. I’m telling you that it is as easy as
shelling peas.
to be as easy as taking candy from a baby
to without much effort, to be a piece of cake, to
be a snap
Getting the money from her was as easy as taking candy
from a baby.
to be as exciting as watching paint dry
to be dull, uninteresting or very boring
Being at one of his parties is as exciting as watching paint dry.
to be as far as the eye can see
to be able to see a long way off or for a great distant

This is our land as far as the eyes can see.
to be as fast as a hare
to be very quick, light-footed or swift
I love to watch him running. He is as fast as a hare.
to be as fast as lightening (British English)
to be nimble, quick, spry, rapid or speedy
He is as fast as lightening. That is why he is able to win.
all his races.
to be as fat as a pig
to be very fat, obese, flabby or fodgel (Scottish English)
Have you seen John lately? He is as fat as a pig.
to be as fierce as a lion
to be ferocious, scary or vicious
He is as fierce as a lion; therefore, I rather keep my distant.
to be as fit as a fiddle
to be healthy, hardy, hearty, to be in good health
Since I have lost weight, I have been as fit as a fiddle.
to be as fit as a fiddle
to be well-balanced, sane or compos mentis (Latin)
Now that my divorce has been finalized. I am as fit as a fiddle.
to be as flat as a board
to be level, even or unbroken
The land here is as flat as a board. There’s not a mountain around.

to be as flat as a board
to have very small breasts, to be flat (a woman’s chest)
I can’t wear that bikini. I am as flat as a board.
to be as flat as a board
to have not stomach or gut, to have flat abs
After so much exercise, he is as flat as a board.
to be flat as a pancake
to be flat, smashed or mashed
If you get run over by a train or truck, you will be as flat as a pancake.
to be flat as a pancake
to have very small breasts
She’s as flat as a pancake.
to be as free as a bird
to not be imprisoned, be unbound, unhampered
or unshackled
Now that she is no longer living with her parents, she
is freed as a bird.
to be as free as a bird
to be uncommitted, to be under no obligation or restraints
I am as free as a bird. Why would I want to exchange that
for marriage?
to be as free as the air
to be at liberty, released, or unconfined
Now that I am no longer on parole. I can do as I want.
I am as free as air.

to be as free as the air
to have no strings attached, to not be entangled or encumbered
I am as free as the air. I want to remain that way.
to be as fresh as a daisy
to be hearty, lively or full of vim and vigor
One of the reason that I like her so much is that she is
as fresh as a daisy.
to be as fresh as a daisy
to be clean, garden-fresh or fragrant
The morning air is as fresh as a daisy.
to be as fresh as fresh can be
to be sassy, brassy, brazen or smart-alecky
Get her out of her. I can not stand the sight of her. She is
as fresh as fresh can be.
to be as frustrated as hell
to be very frustrated, stymied or disconcerted
As a result of this war, I am as frustrated as hell.
(to be) as fuck (British English)
used to intensify an adjective
He was as drunk as fuck. He passed out on my couch.
to be as funny as a barrel of monkeys
to be very funny, hilarious, side-splitting
I love to go see his show; he is as funny as
a barrel of monkeys.
to be as funny as a crutch

to not be at all funny, humorous or entertaining
His shows are as funny as a crutch.
to be as gaudy as a butterfly
to be loud, garish, screaming, gaudy or glaring
She has no taste; she is as gaudy as a butterfly.
to be as gaudy as a butterfly
to be brilliant, colorful, multi-colored or bright-hued
I love these stockings; they are as gaudy as butterfly.
to be as gentle as a dove
to be someone who would not hurt a fly, to be tender-hearted
She is as gentle as a dove. She has never hurt anyone.
to be as gentle as a lamb
to be kind, tender, tender-hearted or gentil (French)
He would never hurt you. He is as gentle as a lamb.
to be as good as done
to be equal or equivalent to being done, to be tantamount to
Don’t you worried, it is as good as done.
to be as good as dead
to soon to be dead, to be equal or tantamount to being dead
He is in such a deep coma that, frankly, he is as good as dead.
to be as good as finished
to be as good as done or completed, to be tantamount to being completed
I am as good as finished so you can come over whenever you like.

to be as good as gold
to be genuine, authentic, the real McCoy or bona fide (slang)
My grandmother’s gold bracelet is as good as good.
to be as good as gold
to be believable, reliable or trustworthy
You can trust Mary. He word is as good as gold.
to be as good as one’s word
to be a person who keeps his or her promise, to obey, to keep faith with
I do not have any doubt that he is as good as his word.
to be as good as one’s word
to be trustworthy, unfailing, abiding or true blue
If he said that he will help you than he will help you. He
is as good as his word.
to be as good as the next man
to be equal to, to not be better or worse than
Stop picking on him. He is as good as the next man.
to be as graceful as a swan
to be smooth, fluid, agile or nimble
It has always been my dream that I could be as graceful
as a swan.
to be as green as grass (British English)
to be unseasoned, inexperienced, credulous or gullible
It is obvious that he has lived a very protected life. He is
as green as grass.

to be as gruff as a bear
to be bearish, boorish, ill-manner or loud
Although my grandfather was a gruff as a bear, he was
a good man.
to be as gruff as a bear
to be ill-humored, surly, sour or crabby
I don’t like to see anyone early in the morning. I am
as gruff as a bear.
to be as guilty as hell
to be guilty without a doubt, to be culpable or at fault
Look at him. Can’t you see that he is as guilty as hell.
to be as happy as a bug in the rug
to be happy and content, be very satisfied
Being here with you, I am as happy as a bug in the rug.
to be as happy as a clam
to be satisfied, happy, pleased or contented
I am as happy as a clam that he lost.
to be as happy as a clam at high tide
to be contented well-pleased, on cloud nine or satisfied
On pay day I am as happy as a clam at high tide.
to be as happy as a lark
to be upbeat, carefree, floating, happy or light (slang)
Since being back, he has been as happy as a lark.
to be as happy as a pea in a pod
to be happy, content, well-please or satisfied

He's as happy as a pea in a pod.
to be as happy as a pig in mud
to be happy, jovial, well- satisfied or buoyant
When I am in the wilderness, I am as happy
as a pig in mud.
to be as hard as a rock
to be rugged, healthy, hardy or sturdy
She can take a lot; she’s as tough as a rock.
to be as hard as a rock
to be stern, unsympathetic or unfeeling
After what she has seen and lived of course she
is as hard as a rock.
to be as hard as a rock
to be tough, strong, durable, hard, rigid, solid
He is as hard as a rock.
to be as hard as a rock
to be ready for sexual intercourse, to have a hard
and erect penis
to be as hard as a stone
to be rugged, healthy, hardy or sturdy
She can take a lot; she’s as tough as a stone.
to be as hard as a stone
to be stern, unsympathetic or unfeeling
After what she has seen and lived of course she
is as hard as a stone.

to be as hard as a stone
to be tough, strong, durable, hard, rigid, solid
He is as hard as a stone.
to be as hard as nails
to be hard bitten, unsentimental, hard-boiled or tough
What she said did not hurt his feeling. At this point in
his life he is as hard as nails.
to be as hard as nails
to be dictatorial, brutal, harsh, severe or despotic
I disagree. As a ruler, he was as hard as nails.
to be as hard as nails
to be dried out, stale, hardened or not fresh
You don’t want to eat that bread. It is both moldy
and is as hard as nail.
to be as hard as old boots
to be tough, heatless or cold blooded
Because he is as tough as old boots, he can survive anything.
to be as high as a kite
to be drunk, under the influence, intoxicated, inebriated
I can’t drive; I am as high as a kite.
to be as honest as the day is long
to be a person who can be totally trusted or depended on, to
be dependable or unfailing
I don’t understand why you doubting what she say. She is
as honest as the day is long.

to be as hoarse as a crow
to be very hoarse, to have a dry, raspy or gruff voice
I went to a concert last night; therefore, I am hoarse
as a crow.
to be as hot as a furnace (British English)
to be red hot, boiling, piping hot
Put on your shoes. The sidewalk is as hot as a furnace.
to be as hot as a griddle (British English)
to be very hot, searing or red hot
Don’t touch that. It is as hot as a griddle.
to be as hot as an oven (British English)
to be burning, sizzling, blazing or hot
I burnt my hand. That machine is always as hot as an oven.
to be as innocent as a baby
to be inexperienced, guileless, unsophisticated or green
When I first went away to college, I was as innocent as a baby.
to be as keen as mustard (British English)
to be avid, full of energy or enthusiasm, ebullient, or eager
She is as keen as mustard about what is happening.
to be as limp as last week’s lettuce (British English)
to be lazy, inert, sluggish or lethargic
I guess he was nice but, frankly, he was as limp as last
week’s lettuce.
to be as mean as a rattler

very mean, rude, surly, ill-tempered or sour
He is as mean as a rattler in the mornings.
to be as nutty as a fruit cake
crazy, insane or mentally unbalanced
Who knows if it is true; she is as nutty as a
fruit cake.
to be as old as Adam (British English)
old, elderly, or no longer young
God only knows how old he is. He is as old as Adam.
to be as old as the hills
old, elderly, or no longer young
God only knows how old he is. He is as old as the hills.
to be as pale as a ghost
on the decline, infirm or sick
You are as pale as ghost. Please, sit down.
to be as phony as a two dollar bill
a fake, unreal, not real or phony
Open your eyes. Can’t you see that he
is as phony as a two dollar bill.
to be as plain as day
to be unequivocal, discerning, obvious, clear
Are you blind? It is as plain as day that he is not totally sane.
to be as plain as the nose on his face
obvious, visible, apparent or public, hidden, concealed,
conspicuous, blatant

His guilt is as plain as the nose on his face.
to be as pleased as a punch
happy, pleased, contented
I passed my exam and I am as pleased as a punch.
to be as poor as a church’s mouse
very poor, destitute, impoverished
Until I was an adult, I was as poor as a church’s mouse.
to be as poor as Job’s turkey
to be poor, poverty-stricken or impoverished
Now that I am no longer working, I am as poor as Job’s turkey.
to be as poor as Lazarus (British English)
to be impoverished, without funds, very poor
I can’t go out tonight. Until I get paid, I’m as poor
as Lazarus.
to be as rare as hen’s teeth (British English)
to be non-existent, to not exist
to be as rare as rocking horse shit (British English)
to be non-existent, to not exist
to be as rare as rocking horse shit
almost never, rare, infrequently, seldom if ever
What happened was as rare as rocking horse shit.
to be as red as a beet (see feature for colors)
to be embarrassed, flustered or ashamed
He was as red as a beet. I have never seen
someone so embarrassed.

to be as red as a beetroot (British English)
to be flushed, embarrassed, discomposed or blushing
She was as red as a beet when she came back into the room.
to be as red as fire (British English)
to be very red or crimson
Because her dress was as red as fire, she was
quite noticeable.
to be as red as a lobster (British English)
to be beet-red or rouge (French)
As a result of being a dishwasher, my hands
are as red as lobster.
to be as red as a rose (British English)
to be red-hot or fire-engine red
That lipstick is as red as a rose.
to be as red as a tomato
to be very red or crimson
Once she finished with him, his face
was as red as a tomato.
to be as red as a turkey-cock (British English)
to be red or cherry colored
He was drunk and, as a result, his nose
was as red as a turkey-cock.
to be as scarce as a hen's teeth
not frequently seen, rare, uncommon
In this part of the world, this type
of beverage is as scarce as a hen's teeth.

to be as sharp as a tack
clever, smart, sharp, astute
She is as sharp as a tack so be very careful.
to be as sick as a dog
to be very or extremely sick
I can’t go to work today; I’m as sick as a dog.
to be as slippery as an eel
not trustworthy, not be able to trust
I would always want to know what he does; he
is as slippery as an eel.
to be as slippery as a snake
disreputable, dishonest, deceitful
I don’t like or trust him; he is as slippery
as a snake.
to be as sour as a crab apple
bitter, grumpy, sour
He is as sour as a crab apple; I don’t know how his
wife stands him.
to be as stubborn as a mule
very stubborn, obstinate, not open to reason
Forget it! He is as stubborn as a mule.
to be as tough as nails
1.
to be sturdy, hearty and hale or in excellent health
A couple a days without food won’t kill him; he
is as tough as nails.

2.

to be unyielding, callous or unsentimental
She is as tough as nails; therefore, your tears will
not move her.

to be as tough as old boots
to not be soft, easily affected, sturdy or hardy
Don’t worry about him. He is as tough as old boots.
to be as whacky as hell
crazy, insane, not all there
How could you believe him? He is as
whacky as hell.
to be as white as a ghost
ghostly, ghastly, grim, pale
I don’t know what happened but she is
as white as a ghost.
to be as white as a ghost
to be sick, pale, unhealthy looking, looking bad or pasty
You are as white as a ghost. You should go to the doctor’s.
to be as white as a ghost
to be scared, terrified, frightened or horrified
When I saw John in police custody, he was as
white as a ghost.
to be as wise as Solomon (British English)
to be very intelligent, judicious, wise or astute
He is a judge that you can trust. He is as wise
as Solomon.

to be asleep at the switch
to be unwatchful, unobservant, unheeding
I’m afraid that he was asleep at the switch.
to be at a dead end
to have no option or alternative, be at an impasse
We keep going round and round; this is nothing but a dead end.
to be at a lost
to be totally confused, perplexed or bewildered
I don't get it; I am at a lost.
to be at-a-moment’s-notice
to be unprompted, unprepared or unrehearsed
to be at a standstill
to be in a situation where one can not go on,
be stopped
We are at a standstill because no one wants to listen to the other.
to be at an end
to have reached an end
It's time to go. We are at an end.
to be at cross purpose
to be two persons whose goals are the opposite of each other
Their marriage did not work because they were
always at cross purposes.
to be at death’s door
to be dying, to be near death

Right now, she’s at death’s door.
to be at odds
to be quarreling, contending, fighting or arguing
We are always at odds.

to be at death’s door
to be dying, about to take one’s last breath, near death
He has cancer and he is now at death’s door .
to be at each other's throat
to be deadly enemies, adversaries, or
constantly fighting
We were younger, my brother and I were always
at each other's throat.
to be at hand
to be nearby or close
The computer is at hand.
to be at one’s best
to be at one's optimum, one's most favorable
When I'm drunk, I am not at my best.
to be at one’s wits end
to not know what else to do, to feel that one
has no alternative or answers
I am at my wits end with this child. I don’t
know what else to do.
(to be) at the bottom of the food chain

to be at the bottom of society, to be margin both
economically and socially
The people at the bottom of the food chain are
never secure.
(to be) at the top of the food chain
to be the elite of society, to be well-heeled, to be
in the most privilege position in society
Because he is at the top of the food chain, he
is not worried about outsourcing.
to be au courant (French in English)
to be informed or up-to-date

to be away
1.
to be on vacation, not be available
I'll be away for two weeks.
2.

to be in jail or prison
He'll be away for a couple of years.

to be awed by
to be astounded or amazed
I was awed by his home.
to be awfully
to be very or extremely
It is awfully hot in here.
to be BBC
to be the British Broadcasting Corporation

to be BBC English
to be the type of standard British English spoke on the BBC
to be back from where one started
to not have progressed, not to make any movement
All that moving around and here I am right back from
where I started.
to be back home
to be home again, have returned to one's home
I can't believe that I am back home.
to be back in
to be in again, have returned to
I think that I am happy that I am back in New York.
to be back on one's feet
to recuperate, recover, convalesce, pick up
It's been a long time but I'm finally back on my feet.
to be back on the bandwagon
to rejoin the group or crowd, get with the program
I am back on the bandwagon; I support your election.
to be backwoods
1.
to be a place which is sequestered, secluded, lonely,
remote, or inaccessible
These are backwoods area which can be very dangerous.
2.

to be a person who is unsophisticated, unlearned,
or ignorant

I don’t understand the attraction; he is backwoods and
uneducated.
3.

to be unnaturally innocent or simple
He is so backwoods and country that he can’t go to the
city unaccompanied.

to be bad
to be good, first rate, or excellent
He is bad and he looks good, too.
to be bad debt (British English)
to be debt which will never be paid off
to be bad faith
to deceive, to lie to, to not be trustworthy
There is too much bad faith between us.
to be bad form
to be against social convention, to behave in a way
that is not acceptable or considered normal
This is bad form. I would rethink how you behave in public.
to be balls-aching (British English)
1.
to be boring, tedious, monotonous or dragged out
2.

to be tedious, annoying, weary, exasperating

3.

to be disgusting, revolting or nauseating

to be ballsy
to be without fear, brave, daring or fearless
Although she is not a male, she is ballsy.

to be balmy (British English)
to be strange, odd, eccentric or weird
I have never met a person who was so balmy.

to be bamboozled
to be confounded, perplexed or baffled
I don’t understand anything; I bamboozled.
to be banana skin
to be bananas
a crazy, demented or mentally unbalanced person
She’s bananas. No one is going to pay that much for her house.
to be barmy (British English)
to be strange, odd, eccentric or weird
I have never met a person who was so barmy.
to be bawdy
to be sexual humor
Those were bawdy jokes which I did not appreciate.
to be beat
to very tired
I had a hard day. I'm beat.
to be bebop
to be a type of jazz popular during the 1940s i.e. Charlie Parker
to be before

1.

to be in front or ahead of
I am before you in line.

2.

to have happened previously, earlier
All those problems were before my time.

3.

to be ahead or in the future of
The good times are before us; we won't have long to wait.

to be behind
1.
to be at or toward the rear of
You are behind, not in front of, me in the line.
2.

to be the originator of something
The right wing is behind placing the story in the paper.

3.

to be in support of, supporting or promoting
He is behind everything. He is the only one
who has the money.

4.

to be in arrears of one's payment
She is behind in her rent.

5.

to be slow, not accurate (clock/watch)
That clock is always behind.

6.

to be old-fashion, of a prior generation
She is always behind the times. Look how
she dresses.

to be belly up
1.
to be dead
He's belly up.
2.

to be bankrupt
He spent so much money that I'm not surprised
that he's belly up.

to be below
1.
in or toward a lower place in rank
You are below me in rank; therefore, you must salute.
2.

to be on, in, or toward a lower level
The captain is below deck.

3.

to be literally underneath
The house is below the tree.

to be beneath
1.
to be below, in, or to a lower place, under
The dog is beneath the bed.
2.

to be inferior to
Human beings think that animals are beneath
them. They forget that they, too, are animals.

3.

to be unworthy of
This type of behavior is beneath you.

4.

to be the originator of
He is beneath of all of this.

5.

to be worse than, to be contemptible
That is beneath contempt, killing her would
have been better.

to be beyond
1.
to reach one's limits
She is beyond anyone's control
2.

to be superior to, better than
He is beyond all the students in his class..

3.

to be out of the reach of
Only very few people are beyond hope.

to beyond dispute
to be doubtless, without doubt or without question
That he is guilty is beyond dispute!
to be beyond question
to be without question or doubt, have no doubt
It is beyond question that he DID NOT win
the election
to be beyond the call of duty
to do more than is required
What he did was beyond the call of duty.
to be beyond the pale
to be the bounds or limits, not be socially or
culturally acceptable

What he did was beyond the pale.
to be bewitched
to be tempted, enchanted, captivating, spellbound or mesmerized
I have always been bewitched by her.
to be bien pensant (French in English)
to be conventional, traditionalist, in keeping or conformist
to be big of
to be nice, kind or generous of
It was big of him to invite all of us to his home.
to be big bickies (Australian and New Zealand English)
to be a large sum of money
to be big enough to choke a hog
to be excessively large or abundant
The diamond was big enough to choke a hog.
to be bigger than a breadbox
to be big, large, larger than normal, sizeable
Let’s just say that the house that she bought
is bigger than a breadbox.
to be bitter-sweet
to be a food or candy that first tastes sweet but
has a bitter after taste
to be bitter-sweet
to be something an event or story which is happy
but is which can not be totally celebrated because
of something sad that has happened
The rescue was bitter-sweet.

to be bitty (British English)
to be unrelated bits and pieces
to be black and white
to be clear or without doubt
In accounting there is only black and white.
to be black and blue
to be discolored, bruised, injured, badly hurt
As a result of the accident, I am black and blue.
to be blackballed
to be ostracized, repudiated, shunned, pushed to the side
Because of my reputation, I have been blackballed.
to be blacklisted
to be ostracized, repudiated, blackballed
Many writers were blacklisted in the 1950s.
to be black mail
to be extortion, a squeeze or coercion
That is blackmail and blackmail is against the law.
to be blah
to be uninteresting, dull, dead, or bland
What can I say; he is blah!
to be blank
to be empty, not to be recorded over
There's nothing on the video; it's blank.

to be blaring
to be very loud, too loud, noisy or resounding
Please turn down your radio; the music is blaring.
to be bleak
to be without hope, to be a hopeless situation
The situation is now very bleak.
to be bleary eyed
to be muddled, confused, uncertain or baffled
I knew that he was sick. He was bleary eyed.
to be bled dry
to be extortion, squeezed or forced to pay a great
deal of money
He was bled dry by his wife.
to be bled white
to be extorted, squeezed or forced to pay a great deal
of money
The merchants were bled white by the gangsters.
to be bleeding
(politically) to be in a very bad situation, to be tremendous fighting
and struggling
I know that you think the news is good but all I see is that the
country is bleeding.
to be bleeding red ink
(business) to be losing a great deal of money rapidly
I am bleeding red ink because I have so many bills to pay.
to be bling-bling
to be cars, clothing and jewelry which is gaudy

and over-the-top

to be blood money
to be money given or received in return for betrayal
I hope that betraying your own brother is worth the blood money.
to be blood sucking
to be blackmail, extortion or bleeding

to be bloody (British English)
used as an intensifier
He is a bloody fool that no one can talk sense into.
to be bloody-minded (British)
to always making trouble
to be bloody to (British English)
to be mean or unpleasant to, to treat badly
He was bloody to all of us. That’s why I left.
to be blotted out
to be demolished, eradicated or erased
As a result of their rebellion, they and their family were
blotted out.
to be blow (British English)
to be a marijuana

to be blown away
1.
to be carried off by the wind
The house was blown away.
2.

to be surprised or stunned
I was blown away by what you told me.

to be blown over
to be surprised or stunned
I was blown over by her resignation.
to be blown down
to be knocked or thrown to the ground
He was blown down as a result of the explosion.
to be blown off
to be dismissed as insignificant
I was blown off like a piece of nothing.
to be blown out of proportion
to be distorted or exaggerated out of proportion
Everything was blown completely out of proportion.
to blown over
to be surprised or stunned
I was blown over by her resignation.
to be blue
to be sad, depressed or despondent
Today I am blue.

to be blue
to belong to the Democratic Party
What do you expect? He’s blue.
to be blunt
to speak to the point, to go to the point
She does not watch her words. She's very blunt.
to be blunt
to speak to the point, go to the point
She does not watch her words. She's very blunt.
to be boastful
to be a person who brags and crows a lot
He is one of the most boastful persons I have ever known.
to be bogus
to be not real, fake, phony, not genuine or counterfeit
All the documents to support their case was bogus.
to be bold-faced
brazen, brassy, insolent, rude, imprudent,
impertinent, saucy or fresh
She’s not sorry because is bold-faced.
to be bold
to be cheeky, brazen, brash or unseemly
She is bold.
to be bollocks
to be testicles

to be bollocks
to be nonsense, stupidity, absurdness or foolhardiness
to be bollocking naked (British English)
to be totally naked, to have no clothes on
He had been bollocking naked when he came to the door.
to be bollocky (Australian and New Zealand English)
to be naked, to be without clothing
to be bombed
to be drunk, lit up, in one’s cup or intoxicated, have
drunk too much
You are bombed; therefore, I’ll drive.
to be bone chilling
1.
to be extremely or very cold
It is bone chilling in the U.S. during the winter.
2.

to be very scary or frightened
That novel was bone-chilling.

to be bone dry
to be extremely dry to the point to being parched
This land is bone dry.
to be bone-headed from the neck up
to be stupid or a dunce
He doesn't think. He's a bone-head from the neck up.

to be bone-idle
to be very lazy, shiftless or good-for-nothing
You are bone-idle and will always be so.
to be bone tired
to be exhausted, to be extremely tired
I have never been so tired; I'm bone tired.
to be bonkers
to be emotionally unstable, deranged, crazy or insane
Simply put he is bonkers.
to be boobs
to be a woman’s breast
She’s got really big boobs.
to be boodle (British English)
to illegally or improperly gotten money
to be booked
to be taken into custody, take a person’s details, have
one’s picture taken and held in jailed
He has already been booked; therefore, he can now
post bail.
to be bookish
to be someone who reads a lot, to be an intellect or intellectual
You are too bookish; you need to go out and enjoy yourself.
to be boorish
to be abusive, affronting, or insulting

She is boorish and, therefore, ignored.
to be bootylicious
a woman who sexually attractive
to be bored out of one's mind
to be very bored
I am bored out of my mind.
to be bored to death
to be very or extremely bored
I am bored to death here.
to be bored to tears
to be very or extremely bored
This class has bored him to tears.
to be born on the wrong side of the bed
to be illegitimate, born outside of marriage
Because he was born on the wrong side of
the bed, he was never recognized as the king's son.
to be born under an evil star
to be unlucky, unfortunate, doomed, or unfortunate
I do believe that I was born under an evil star.
to be born with a silver spoon in one's mouth
to be born in a wealthy well-connected family, inherit wealth
This president was born with a silver spoon in his mouth.
to be born yesterday

to be naïve, inexperience or new
You act like you were born yesterday. You know better.
to be bought down
to be made to feel ashamed, be dishonored, embarrassed
or belittled
At the award ceremony, she was bought down by the host.
to be bounced
to be thrown out, ejected, expelled or dumped
He was bounced from the club.
to be bound to
to be likely or probable
He is bound to come back. You are, after all, his mother.
to be bovver
to be hooliganism by skin heads or gangs
to be bovver boys (British English)
to be hooligans or skin-heads
to be Boxing Day (British English)
to be the holiday in English on the day after Christmas to celebrate
a tradesperson (traditionally to give a tradesperson a Christmas box)
to be bowled over
to be thrown for a loss, shocked thunderstruck,
taken aback or floored
I was bowled over by what you said.
to be Brahms and Liszt (British English/ cockney rhyming slang)

to be drunk, intoxicated or inebriated
to be brain-dead
1.
to be dead
He is brain-dead; therefore, there's nothing else which
can be done.
2.

to be stupid or dumb
I think that he must be brain-dead; otherwise, how
could he have done something so stupid.

to be brassy
to be overconfident, brazen, immodest or rude
She is brassy and bold.
to be bread and butter
to be pertaining to one’s basic needs
There is no question that these problems
are bread and butter.
to be bread and water
the least minimum that one needs to remain alive
I would rather have bread and water to this!
to be bred in the bone
to have a natural inclination toward something,
have something in one's blood
Ideas that he have are bred in the bone.
to be broad-minded
1.
to be kind, fair, just or square

2.

to be benign or benevolent

3.

to be impersonal, impartial, disinterested, or unbiased

4.

to be understanding or sympathetic

to be broken-hearted
to be disconsolate, inconsolable, overcome, or heavy-laden
Since he has left, she has been broken-heart.
to be brothel-creepers (British English)
to be soft-soled suede shoes
to be brought down a peg or two
to be humble, shamed, humiliated, chastened, brought
down or made eat humble pie or crow
He needs to be brought down a peg or two.
to be brown goods (British English)
to be electronic machines such as audio equipment, electronics,
video recorders, television sets and the like
to be brown goods (North American English)
to be brown color alcoholic beverages such as bourbon or whisky
to be brown holland
to be unbleached holland linen
to be browned off (British English)
to irritated, annoyed or peeved
to be browned off (British English)
to be depressed, sad or down in the dumps

to be buck naked
to totally or stark naked
He was buck naked when he answered the door.
to be buck-passing
to pass the responsibility or blame to another person or
down the line
This is nothing but buck-passing.
to be Buck’s Fizz (British English)
to be a cocktail of sparkling wine or champagne mixed
with orange juice
to be a buckshee (British English)
to be free, to not cost anything
to be a buffoon
to be a jester, clown, or jokester
Stop being such a buffoon and take this class seriously.
to be bugging
to be acting irrationally, to freak out, to lose emotional or mental
control with someone, to become extremely irritated or angry
I don’t know what was the matter with her. She was bugging.
to be built
to be stacked, full-bosomed or voluptuous
All I can say is that she is built.
to be built like a brick house
to be curvaceous, stacked or full-bosomed
She is very attractive; she is built like a brick house.

to be a bull in a china chest
to be clumsy or awkward person
I don't like to take him with me; he is like a
bull in a china chest.
to be bummed out
to be distressed, sad, depressed, dejected or unhappy
I’m bummed out because my candidate lost the election.
to be bunyip (Australian English)
to be fake or not genuine
(to be) by the book
to be according to the law or to the rules
Everything was done by the book.
to be bumped.
to have one’s airplane seat taken away by airline authorities (usually
happens as a result of an airline overbooking
I’m sure that he was not on the flight. He was bumped.
to be bums in the seats (British English)
to be the audience at a theater who pays for the show or movie
to be butt naked
to be totally and completely naked, to not have
a stitch of clothing
I couldn’t believe that he was butt-naked.
to be canny (Scottish English)
to be nice, attractive, cute or pretty
to be charlie

to be cocaine
to be charlies (British English)
to be a woman’s breasts
to be Chinky (British English)
to be an offensive and derogatory term for Chinese
to be clair de lune (French in American English)
to be moonlight or moonshine
to be clair de lune (French in British English)
to be a white or pale blue-gray color
(to be) clout
to be influence, power or sway
He has a lot of clout; therefore, he is someone you
must respect.
to be cock-a-hoop
to be very excited, contented or satisfied or pleased as pink to
have done something
I was cock-a-hoop when I finally began making money.
to be cockeyed
to be crooked, awry, askew or off-centered
That is cockeyed.
to be cock-eyed
to be lit, pie-eyed, lubricated, lit up, stewed, tight, pickled,
three sheets to the wind or bombed
I can’t drive; I am cock-eyed.

to be cod (British English)
to not be real or authentic, to be fake, phony or fraudulent
to be coke
to be cocaine
to be collateral damage
(in war/military) to be civilians who are inadvertently killed
to be comme il faut (French in English)
to be fitting, correct, befitting or proper
to be conventional beltway wisdom
to be is believed or thought by the politicians
and those connected to them in the national capital
It is conventional beltway wisdom that the media
is bias.
to be covering (racially)
to assimilate, to not act ‘too’ Black or ‘too’ non-White
to be covering (sexual orientation)
to assimilate, to not act ‘too’ gay
to be dead*
to be stagnate, motionless, heavy or static
The air here is dead. Can someone please open the
door and the windows.
(see feature)
to be dead silence
to be totally and completely quiet, to be without any noise
After the hurricane, there was dead silence.

to be dicey
to not be sure, to be off and on, to be unpredictable
Her election as president would be dicey.

to be done with rehab
to be finished or have completed a recovery or rehabilitation program
to stay sober
I’m done with rehab. I’m going to take it one step at a time.
to be down
1.
to be depressed or downcast
I'm pretty down today.
2.

to be out of order (i.e. computer)
The internet is down.

to be down and out
1.
to be destitute, derelict, lost adrift or broke
The day before pay day. I'm normally down and out.
2.

to be shabby, worn out, or impoverished
After he was divorced, he is down-and-out.

to be down-at-the-heel
1.
to be poor or impoverished
Since losing my job I have been down-at-the-heel.
2.

to be shabby, shopworn, threadbare or grungy
I'll be okay but right now I'm down at the heels.

to be downcast
to be dejected, depressed or dispirited
He was downcast about how everything turned out.
to be down for
to be signed up or registered for
I like your product. I am down for 5 boxes.
to be down for the count
to be temporarily out of commission (as in boxing)
He was down for the count but got up before 10.
to be down from
to have descended or come down from
At last the cat is down from the tree.
to be down in the dumps
to be downcast, down, sad or blue
I am down in the dumps because it is Monday. I
hate Monday.
to be down in the mouth
to be downcast, dejected, dismal, sad or unhappy
Don't be so down in the mouth.
to be down on
1.
to be on the ground or floor
He's drunk. He down on the floor sleeping
2.

to be hostile towards, critical of

He's always down on romantic movies.
to be down on one's luck
to be unfortunate, luckless, or hapless
In this time in his life, he seems to be down on his luck.
to be down played
to be made to seem less important, understated or minimized
Although his role was down played, don't be fooled.
to be down to
to have no other options, not have anything else
Poor baby, he's down to his last million.
to be down-to-earth
to be pragmatic unfeeling, unsentimental
or only realistic
She is very down-to-earth. If it doesn’t work for her, she
won’t do it.
to be down to the bare-bones
reduced to its essence or to its minimum
We are down to the bare-bones. We can deal with
what is the most important.
to be down-trodden
to be oppressed, laden, weighed down
The lower castes in India are down-trodden.
to be down with
1.
to be sick with

I'm down with a bad cold.
2.

to be in support of, to have someone's back (slang)
We're like sisters. I'm down with you.

3.

to be able to, in agreement with, okay with
I'm down with going to LA for the weekend.

to be Downing Street
(to be the resident of the Prime Minister of the U.K.)
used to symbolize the Prime Minister or the British government
to be dozy (British English)
to be sluggish, lackadaisical, listless or languid
to be drack (Australian and New Zealand English)
1.
(normally refers to a woman) to be homely, plain or unattractive
2.

(normally refers to a woman) to be lazy, slovenly, shiftless or lax

to be drack (Australian and New Zealand English)
to be dull, lackluster, cheerless, colorless, monotonous
to be drained
to be bloodless, ghastly, white or blanched
Is she sick? I ask because she is drained.
to be draggy (British English)
to be boring, irritatingly long, tedious, lackluster or without
any life at all
This is afternoon is so draggy that I feel like screaming.

to be dressed to kill
to dress very well or attractively so as to call attention
to oneself
When she goes to church, she is always dressed to kill.
to be dressed up to the nines
to dress very well or attractively so as to call attention
to oneself
When she goes to church, she is always dressed to up to the nines.
to be drowning in red ink
(business) to be in a lot of debt, to be losing a lot of money
I’m drowning in red ink. I need to start earning some money.
to be drummed out
to be expelled, thrown out, bounced, dumped
He was drummed out of the army.
to be drunk out of one's mind (feature) *
to be so drunk that one does not know what one is doing
Last night, I was drunk out of my mind.
to be duck soup
to be easy or simple, not be difficult
What’s the problem? This is duck soup.
to be ducky
to be fine, okay or no problem
Everything is ducky so I don’t need your help, thank you.
to be dull
1.
to not be sharp, not able to cut

This knife is dull.
2.

everyday, ordinary, plain or uninteresting
The town that I lived in was dull.

3.

to be boring, not vital or lively
This party is dull. I have never been so bored.

4.

to not be sharp, astute or shrewd
When I was a child, I was rather dull.

5.

not to be very intelligent, dumb or stupid
That child is dull.

6.

to not be very imaginative or creative
I know that I am dull.

to be dull-witted
to be mindless, dull, slow or slow-witted
I have never met a person who is so dull-witted.
to be dumbfounded
to be left speechless with amazement
I don't know what to say. I'm dumbfounded.
to be dumb luck
to be a
to be dumped
to be ejected, expelled, thrown out or bounced

He was dumped from the army.
to be Dutch courage
to be courage that one gets as a result of drinking
to be dyed in the wool
to be hardened, totally loyal or true believer
She is dyed in the wool Republican.
to be dying of jealousy
to be envious or very jealous
I was dying of jealousy when she came in with her new boyfriend.
to be easy
(woman) derogatory and insulting term for a woman who
easily participates in sexual relations
Because she is easy, it doesn’t matter who she sleeps with.
to be easy in one's mind
to be at peace or comfortable with
I am easy in my mind about what happened.
to be easy on the ear
to be pleasant to listen to
Soft jazz is very easy on the ear.
to be easy on the eye
to be nice, pleasant, pleasing, or agreeable to look at,
attractive, pretty or beautiful
Is he is handsome? Yes, I would say that he is
definitely easy on the eye.

to be easy prey
to be especially vulnerable, easily attacked or tricked
Because she is so naïve, she is easy prey.
to be eating one
to be bothering, annoying or upsetting
What's eating him today. He's in a horrible mood.
to be elected on someone’s coat tail
to benefit from the success of others
He was elected on the president’s coat tail.
to be empty upstairs
to be not very intelligent, stupid or of subnormal intelligence
I’m telling you that she is empty upstairs.
to be eensy-weensy
to be very small, tiny, diminutive
It was really eensy-weensy. I don’t think it is worth keeping.
to be enough
to be all that one can tolerate
That's enough. No more.
to be enough to make one's hair curl
to surprise, shock, dismay
My credit card total is enough to make my
hair curl.
to be enough to wake the dead
to be very loud, too loud, noisy, deafening, loud

sounding
All that noise is intolerable; it is enough to wake
the dead.
to be entre deux ages
to be in mid-life or middle-aged
to be everybody’s fool
to be a fool, chump or target
There is something wrong with her; she is now
everybody’s fool.
to be fagged (British English)
to be exhausted, tired, tired or tuckered out
to be family
to be a fellow member of a street gang
Because he is family, there is nothing too hard.
to be feet first
to be with one’s feet first (as in lying down)
to be feet first
to be dead
The only way that I will leave here is feet first.
to be feu d’artifice (French in English)
to be fireworks
to be feu de joie (French in English)
to be a rifle salute fired by soldiers at a ceremony
to be fired on the spot

to be immediately be dismissed or fired from one’s job
Because of the way he had been acting, he was fired
on the spot.

to be flabbergasted
to be aghast, overcome, or staggered
As what of what he said, I am flabbergasted.
to be flabby
to be chubby, fat, rotund, or tubby
I can not believe that I am so flabby.
to be flaky
to be fickle, volatile or unsteady
She is so flaky that who knows what she will do.
to be flashy
to be loud, vulgar, too bright or showy
You can tell that she has not taste; her clothing
is very flashy.
to be flat (carbonated drink)
to be without fizz or carbonation
The soda tastes horrible. It’s flat.
to be flat broke
to be totally without resources, have no money
I am flat broke.
to be flat on one's back
1.
to be helpless or vulnerable

How can I help you if I am flat on my back. I
can't help anyone.
2.

to be beaten or defeated
What else do you want. I'm flat on my back.
You've won.

to be flat out in love
to be completely, totally and utterly in love
I know that I’m acting like a fool but I am flat
out in love.
to be a fool’s errand
to go on a hopeless errand or mission
Was this war a fool’s errand?
to be forced to take one’s medicine
to face the music, to accept the consequences, to take it
I am now forced to take my medicine. It tastes horrible.
to be frank
to be truthful, candid or direct
I like him because he is frank.
to be fraught with danger
to be full, pregnant or replete with danger or risk
You are asking for trouble; this is fraught with danger.
to be fresh
to be imprudent, insolent, assuming, or presumptuous
You’re too young to be so fresh.

to be fried
to be drunk or inebriated
Last night I was fried.
to be frighten out of one's wits
to be righted, scared, or terrified
I was frighten out of my wits driving through that rain storm.
to be from
to originate from
I am from the US
to be from Missouri
to require proof, not take one’s word as proof,
not trust without proof
I'm from Missouri. Your words are not enough.
to be from the bottom of one's heart
sincerely, truly, heartily
It is from the bottom of my heart that I tell you that I am sorry.
to be from the heart
sincerely, without deceit, on the level, honestly
What I am telling you is from the heart.
to be frozen out
to be excluded or kept out
He was frozen out of all decision making.
to be frugal
to be moderate in one’s spending, not spend extravagantly,

save one’s money
Because I am frugal, I am able to send my children to a
private school.
to be full body
to be fat, plump, well-proportioned or overweight
I am full body not fat.
to be full of beans
to be bogus, phony or not to be believed
Don't believe what he says; he's full of beans.
to be full of blood and thunder
to be full of exaggerated melodrama, violence, or destruction
You are full of blood and thunder but no one is fooled.
to be full of flavor
to be good-tasting, flavorful or appetizing
This bread is full of flavor.
to be full of get up and go
to be peppy or full of vim and vigor, or full of life, be bright
eyed and busy tail, chipper, full of pep, cheerful
Now that I’m well, I am full of get up and go.
to be full of hot air
to be a fake, phony or imposter
You are full of hot air so please shut up.
to be full of obstacles
to contain problems, be problematic

Your way of thinking and doing things is full
of obstacles.
to be full of pep
to be cheerful, eager, full of life or roaring to go,
be bright eyed and busy tail
He is so full of pep that just watching him is exhausting.
to be full of piss and vinegar (British English)
to be energetic, vigorous or vital
You can not stop him; he is full of piss
and vinegar.
to be full of vim and vigor
to be ready to go, energetic, vigorous or vital
She can not wait to stop; she is full of vim
and vigor.
to be funny money
1.
to be stolen or fraudulent money
This is funny money. Where did you get it?
2.

to be counterfeit money

to be getting ahead of myself
to talk about something before first clarifying or explaining the
background so that one will be understood
I’m getting ahead of myself. Before telling about my plans to run for
president, I should have first explained my reasons for wanting to run for
president.

to be given the boot
to be fired or let go
I don’t any money. I’ve been given the boot.
to be gloomy
to be sad, depressed, down in the dumps or glum
She is so low because her dog ran away.
to be glum
to be cheerless, unhappy or sad
Don’t worry about me because I am always glum.
to be god-awful
to be bad, wretched, dreadful
This food is god-awful. I have never tasted anything so bad.
to be going around in circles
to be adrift, off track, disoriented or drifting
Because she does not know what she wants, she keeps
going around in circles.
to be good at
to be strong, masterful or masterly at
He is good at mechanics.
to be good at numbers
to have an aptitude or facility for mathematics
He's getting his doctorate in physics; he has always
been good at numbers.
to be good for the soul
1.
to be satisfactory or serviceable to one

The meeting that I had with my sister was good for the soul.
2.

to make one feel better inside
Tell me everything that you know; it
will be good for the soul.

to be good-for-nothing
to be worthless, indolent, or do-nothing
I know his parents are very disappointed; he's a
good-for-nothing.
to be goofy
to be silly, childlike, kooky or moronic
Stop being so goofy.
to be gone
1.
to have departed or left
He's not here. He's gone.
2.

to be dead, have died
He did not leave her side until she was gone.

to be goody-goody
to be pious, prudish, priggish or Miss Prim and Proper
Stop being a goody-goody.
to be gory
1.
to be bloody, blood-soaked, or bloodstained
This is a gory movie.
2.

to be savage, brutal, horrendous, bloodthirsty

It was a gory crime.
3.

to be distasteful or revolting
It was so gory that I almost vomited.

(to be) graying
to be getting older or on, to no longer be young and spry
The graying of Europe is going to problematic.
to be Greek to one
to be incomprehensible, unintelligible or indecipherable
It is Greek to one.
to be grinding
to be harsh, grim, unrelenting or remorseless
He is grinding.
to be gross
to be crude, obscene, indecent or coarse
She is so gross that I can’t be anywhere near her.
to be groundless
to be mistaken, unfounded, without a basis, baseless
I’m sorry but I do not agree. Your argument is groundless.
to be grueling
to be exhausting, tiring, fatiguing, or draining
This trip was grueling.
to be habeas corpus (Latin in English)
to be the right of a prisoner to be brought before a judge to assure

that the person is not be jailed unlawfully
Habeas Corpus is the basic right of each and every prisoner.
to be half-cocked
to be intoxicated or drunk, have drunk too much
He is half-cocked. He gets drunk every Friday.
to be hard power
to use one’s power to cause violence and destroy
They should have known that it was not hard power
that was going to win the minds and hearts of the people.
to be hard up
to not have any money, to be broke up
Right now I’m hard up so I can’t go to the movies tonight.
to be head
to be fellatio or oral sex

to be high dicty (Black American English)
to be pretentious, snobbish or high and mighty
She is high dicty and that’s why I can’t stand her.
to be hip-hop
to be popular music originally from urban areas of the U.S. in
which the artist talk or rap backed by an electronic backing
to be hit-or-miss
to be hoarse
to be hocus-pocus

to be hog wash
to be hog-wild
to be holland
to be a sturdy, smooth linen fabric, commonly used to
cover furniture and for window binds
to be horny
to be sex crazed or hungry, to be passionate
to be hot
1.
to be angry, seething or furious
He’s hot about being stopped by the police. I wouldn’t
bother him right now.
2.

to be violent, intense or ferocious
The country is hot right now; therefore, it is not a good
place to visit.

3.

to be spicy, curried or burning
The food is hot but also very good.

to be hot
1.
to be popular, the fad, sought after or in vogue
He’s hot right now. He has sold over a million CD’s in
less than a day.
2.

to be hot
to be new, fresh, recent or just out
Because it just happened, the news is hot.

3.

to be keen to, to be in the mind or mood for, to
be eager for

I’m hot for anything that you want to do.
to be hot
to be carnal, lustful, lascivious or sex-crazy
to be hot
(thing) to be sexy
Those pants are hot!
to be hot
(car) to be sexy and sleek
Your car is hot. When did you get it?
to be hot off the griddle
to be the latest version or edition of a newspaper
Here the newspaper. It’s hot off the griddle.
to be hot off the press
to be the latest version or edition of a newspaper
Here the newspaper. It’s hot off the press.
to be hung like a bull
(male) to be generously endowed, to have a large penis
to be hung like a horse
(male) to be generously endowed, to have a large penis
to be hung like a mull
(male) to be generously endowed, to have a large penis
to be hush money
to be money given to someone to keep quiet or not to

divulge sensitive information
to be in a brown study (British English)
to be completely lost or absorbed in thought
to be in a pinch
a tight spot, in hot water or dilemma, a muddle
I have never been in such a pinch. I have no idea
what I’m going to do.
to be in another’s shoes
to be in someone else’s situation
Although she is beautiful, I have never wished to be in her shoes.
to be in at the kill
(business) to be present when a business deal concludes
I have been working on this deal forever; therefore,
I want to be in at the kill.
to be in character
to behave in a way that is expected, to do what one
would expect
I don’t know why you’re so surprised. How he
responded was most definitely in character.
to be in full fig
to be dressed smartly, handsomely or appropriately
He was in full fig when he went to the party.
to be in good shape
(one’s body) to be healthy, to take care of one’s body, to be the ideal
weight
I’m proud to say that I am in good shape but I’ve had to work hard.

to be in good shape
(business) to be making money or a profit
Our business is in good shape so stop worrying!
to be holier than thou
to be a hypocrite, to be able to see the fault of others
but not of oneself, to be holier than the Pope
Many people of the religious right are holier than thou.
to be in one’s birthday suit
to be nude, to not have on any clothing
When she answered the door, she was in her birthday suit.
to be in one’s cup (British English)
to be drunk and intoxicated
She’s in her cup. I’m going to take her home.
to be in the black
(business) to be making or earning money, to be making a profit
Now that we are in the black, I would like to expand.
to be in the brig
to be in the jail or prison on a warship
He’s in the brig. He was drunk out of his head last night.
to be in the closet
to be a gay person who is passing as heterosexual
She doesn’t want her parents to know; therefore,
she is in the closet.
to be in the fog of war

to be in the confusion, turmoil, disarray or upheaval of war
It was in the fog of war that all these decisions were made.
to be in the know
to be privy, apprised, wise to or in on information
that most people are unaware of
If you want to be in the know, get in here and listen!
to be in the melting pot (British English)
to be in course of changing but with uncertain outcomes
New Orleans is in the melting pot.
to be in the nose bleeding section
to be in those seats I the theater which are cheap
and, therefore, far away from the stage
Even though I was in the nose bleeding section, I had
to pay more than a hundred dollars for my seat.
to be in the red
(business) to not be making or earning money, to not be making a profit
Because we are in the red, we’re going to have to reduce our staff.

to be in the twilight of one’s life
to be in the last years of one’s life, to be old
Now that I am in the twilight of my life, I can clearly
see what had gone wrong in my life.
to be in touch
to remain in communication, to not lose contact
We’ll be in touch.

to be invisible to the naked eye
to be so small or diminutive that it can not be seen
with a microscope or telescope
Most germs are invisible to the naked eye.
to be itsy-bitsy
to be very small, diminutive or miniature
The baby kitten was itsy-bitsy.
to be jack
to be nonsense, stupid, dumb or not worth one’s time
That’s jack. I don’t want to talk about it anymore.

to be jack shit
to be nonsense, stupid, dumb or not worth one’s time
That’s jack shit. I don’t want to talk about it anymore.
to be jiggered (British English)
to be damaged, destroyed, ruined or blighted
to be jiggered (British English)
(person) to be tired or worn out, to be spent or dead tired
to be jiggy
to be sexual provocative or uninhibited
She was jiggy with him. I don’t know what got into her.
to be Jim Crow (historical)
to be a set of laws of the U.S. which restricted persons
of African descent, to be apartheid
to be jim-jams (British English)
to be pyjamas

to be Joe Blow
to be the ordinary, average, simple or typical
He is Joe Blow; therefore, I would listen to what
he says.
to be Joe Blogg (British English)
to be the ordinary, average, simple or typical
He is Joe Blogg; therefore, I would listen to what
he says.
to be Joe Public
to be the ordinary, average, simple or typical
He is Joe Public; therefore, I would listen to what
he says.
to be Joe Sixpack
to be John Bull
the representation or personification of both England and
the typical Englishman
to be junk food
to be food which contain only empty calories but
no nutrition
Sugar is junk food.
to be junk science
to be unproven or theoretical unsound science
Many believe that intelligent design is junk science.
to be junky
to not be worth anything, to be useless or not worth keeping

to be jurisprudence (Latin in English)
to be the philosophy of law
to be jus gentium (Latin in English)
(law) international law
to be juste milieu (Latin in English)
to be the golden mean, the happy medium
to be just wondering
to be speculating , thinking about, puzzling or pondering over,
conjecturing
Nothing is the matter, I was just wondering.
to be karezza (British English)
to be sexual intercourse in which the male
does not ejaculate
to be kecks (British English)
1.
to be trousers
2.

to be underpants

to be keech (Scottish English)
to be excrement
to be keech (Scottish English)
to be rubbish, a bunch of rubbish, crap or shit
to be keema (Hindi in English)
to be minced meat
to be kerb-crawling (British English)

the act of cruising for a prostitute along the
edge of the road
to be kinky
(hair) to be twisted, curly, frizzy or wavy
to be kinky
(behavior) to be bizarre, quirky, unconventional, odd or peculiar
He is one of the kinkiest persons that I have ever known.
to be kinky
(sexual) to be perverted, depraved or unnatural
to be kinky
(sexual) to be off-beat, different, idiocratic or freakish
to be kitchen
(speech) to be the informal, substandard or colloquial version
of a language
Can’t you hear that what she speaks is kitchen Spanish.
to be a kite
(Business) to be a bad or fraudulent check
to be a klutz
to be awkward, fumbler or bungler
He is a klutz. Don’t give him that to carry.
to be knight-errantry
to be impracticality, idealism or foolhardiness
to be knocked up
to be pregnant (usually by a boyfriend or male who has no
commitment to the woman)

What can I say? She’s knocked up and has no husband.
to be la-di-da
to be show-offish, snobbish, over-refined or snooty
She is so la-di-da that it is sickening.
to be large framed
to be fat, stout or overweight
Because he is large framed, he can’t go to a regular store.
to be learnt by heart
to be memorized or committed to memory
to be leery
to be wary, watchful, suspicious or leery
She is leery of everyone and everything.
to be left at the altar
to be abandoned, jilted or ditched by one’s significant other
He left me at the altar and married someone else.
to be left high and dry
to be abandoned, thrown over or run out on
After she had given birth, her new husband left her
high and dry.
to be leaned on
to be pressured, coerced, obliged or compelled
I told them everything because I was leaned on.
to be left flatfooted
to be passed by, left in the dust, outstripped or overtaken

and left behind
I hate to admit but I was left flatfooted.
to be left out in the cold
to be betrayed, abandoned, deserted or left holding
the bag
I was left out in the cold.
to be left holding the bag
to be abandoned, run out on, deserted, jilted or left
high and dry
I was left holding the bag so I was forced to
face the consequences alone.
to be left in the dust
to be passed by, left flatfooted, outstripped or
overtaken and left behind
I hate to admit but I was left in the dust.
to be left in the lurch
to be forsaken, abandoned, run out on, deserted, jilted
or left high and dry
I am in prison today because I was left in the lurch.
to be left-handed
1.
to be an instrument or tool used for people who use
the left hand i.e. left-handed desk
2.

to be sardonic, indistinct or veiled

3.

to be insulting, disparaging, derisive or mocking

4.

to be clumsy, tactless, graceless, crude, maladroit

or gauche
5.

to be ambiguous, double-meaning, dubious,
equivocal or questionable

to be left in a lurch
to be abandoned or deserted
He left me in a lurch once the police
stopped chasing us.
to be left on someone's hands
to be given the total responsibility of
All these products were left on my hands.
to be left out
to be excluded or not included, not be asked
or allowed to join
When they were picking for the team, I was left out.
to be left out in the cold
to be excluded or not included
As far as dating was concerned, I was left out
in the cold.
to be left dumbfounded
to be astounded, astonished or flabbergasted, left without
words
I was left dumbfounded by his behavior.
to be left holding the bag
to be left to take the total responsibility for a situation
As a result of their escape, I was left holding the bag.

to be left in the lurch
to be left behind, abandoned or forsaken
After all that I did for him, I can’t believe that
he has left me in the lurch.
to be left-leaning
to belong more to the left, rather than the right, wing
He is not a progressive but he is left-leaning.
be left open-mouthed
to be amazed, astounded, stupefied, taken
aback or floored
I was left open-mouthed by what you said
about the war.
to be left out in the cold
to reject, disregard, ignore, shun
As a result of my father’s crime, I was left out in the cold.
to be left speechless
to be astounded, left dumbfounded, speechless or
astonished
All I can say is that I was left speechless.
to be left stranded
to be abandoned, forsaken or deserted
I was left stranded by my children after I
sacrificed everything.
to be left unstirred
to be hard-hearted, untouched or unmoved
He was left unstirred by her argument.

to be left open-mouthed
to be gaping, wonder struck, thunderstruck,
or stupefied
I was left open-mouthed by his remarks.
to be legit
to be legitimate, to not be under the table
or hidden
Everything was legit.
to be legless
to be drunk or intoxicated
Did you see John last night? He was legless.
to be let off the hook
to not be held responsible for, be relinquished of all blame
They let him off the hook about everything.
to be letter perfect
to be verbatim, to be word for word, to be exactly what
one said
The text was letter perfect. It did not add or take away anything.
to be level-headed
to be composed, calm, collected or cool-headed
He is level-headed; therefore, he will be able to help you.
to be lewd
to be pornographic, obscene, offensive or indecent
He is lewd; therefore, stay away from him.
to be licked

to be beaten, smashed, battered down or crushed
The national army was licked by the insurgents.
to be light
1.
to not be heavy, not weighing a great amount,
thin or skinny
I don’t have any problem lifting her; she is very light.
2.

to be funny, humorous, amusing or entertaining
The situation has always been light.

3.

to be dexterous, nimble or airy
She is light on her feet.

4.

to be not serious, irresponsible or scatterbrained

5.

to be unsteady, muddled or dizzy

to be light-fingered
1.
to be a thief or robber, take what is
not yours
Watch your possessions, she is very
light-fingered.
2.

to be dexterous, agile, or fast
She is so light-fingered that she can sew
the most delicate material.

to be light-footed
to be agile, light, and quick

She is a very light-footed ballerina.
to be light-headed
to be silly, foolish or immature
She is so light-headed, I don't know how
she was accepted by that ivy-league university.
to be light-headed
1.
to feel faint, woozy or dizzy
I need to sit down; I'm light-headed.
2.

to be cheerful, sunny or in high spirits
She is very light-hearted and a pleasure to
be around.

to be light-legged
to be dexterous, agile or fast
She is such a good dancer because she is light-legged.
to be lightweight
to be trivial, insignificant or valueless
His work is lightweight, at best.
to be like a bat out of hell
to be very quick, to go with great speed
When he saw his mother, he was like a bat out of hell.
I never saw a person run so fast.
to be like a bolt out of the blue
to be sudden, to happen without any warning
It was like a bolt out of the blue. I was taken
totally by surprise.

to be like a brick shithouse
a well-built woman with big breast
She’s built like a brick shithouse.
to be like a bull in a china chest
to be clumsy or awkward person
I don't like to take him with me; he is like a
bull in a china chest.
to be like a cat on a hot tin roof
to be very nervous or anxious
What is the matter with you. You are acting
like a cat on a hot tin roof.
to be like a dog with a bone
to be stubborn, persistent or unrelenting
I wish that he would give up; he is like a dog
with a bone.
to be like a fish in a barrel
to be an easy target, mark or catch
He is so innocent that he is like a fish in
a barrel.
to be like a fish out of water
to be totally out of one’s comfort’s zone, to be
ill at ease, to not be comfortable
When I went to party, I was like a fish out of water.
to be like a million dollars
to be prosperous or well-heeled, to not being doing badly
to be like a million bucks

to be prosperous or well-heeled, to not being doing badly
to be like a red flag
to be a forewarning, warning or signal
His outbursts of anger is like a red flag. He
has problems with self-control that should
not be ignored.
to be like a Rip van Winkle (British English)
to be someone who is totally out of touch because of
one’s inability to leave the past behind, to live in the past
to be like a sitting duck
to be an easy victim or a soft mark
Because she is so naïve, she is like a sitting duck.
to be like a sphinx (British English)
to keep quiet or mum, to not say a word, to not talk
Don’t worry about me. I will be like a sphinx.
to be like an open book
to be easily understandable, to not be puzzling,
to be easily read
to be like Caesar’s wife
to be above even the appearance of wrong-doing, to be
above suspicion or doubt
The spouse of a top politician must be like Caesar’s wife.
to be like Chinese water torture (British English)
to get on one’s nerves, to be tedious and extremely
irritating
Her class was like Chinese water torture.

to be like clockwork
to be systematical, regular, smoothly or at regular intervals
I would like that it was like clockwork.
to be like crabs in a basket
to not allow another or others to progress
Many people are like crabs in a basket.
to be like getting blood from a stone
to be extremely difficult to impossible to get
or achieve
Getting her to volunteer is like getting blood
from a turnip.
to be like getting blood from a turnip
to be extremely difficult to impossible to get
Good luck! To do what you want will be like
getting blood from a stone.
to be like Hamlet (British English)
to be someone who can not decide and stand up, to
be hesitant and indecisive
to be like pulling teeth
to be difficult, hard, irksome, an uphill battle, or exhausting
Teaching that class is like pulling teeth.
to be like rats abandoning a sinking ship
to leave someone in need
When everything began to collapse they all
were like rats abandoning a sinking ship.

to be like swimming upstream
to be doing something that it is extremely difficult to do
Opening this business is like swimming upstream.
to be like taking candy from a baby
to be very easy, too easy, as easy as pie
Getting money from him was like taking
candy from a baby.
to be like taking money from a baby (British English)
to be easy or a snap, to not be at all difficult
Getting what I needed was like taking money from a baby.
to be like taking money from a blind beggar (British English)
to be easy or a snap, to not be at all difficult
Getting what I needed was like taking money from a blind beggar.
to be like the kettle calling the pot black
refers to the person criticizing is no different from the person
he or she is criticizing
to be like the laws of the Medes and the Persians (British English)
to be strictly followed and unchangeable, to be written in stone
His belief of not lending money to friends is like the laws
of Medes and the Persians.
to be like the sword of Damocles hanging over one
to be a pending threat of disaster or danger
This physical exam has been like the sword of Damocles
hanging over me.
to be like the Luddites
(derogatory) to be someone who is opposed to any form of

modernization because of fear
The teachers who refuse to use computer are like the Luddites.
to be like water down a duck's back
to be remarks or comments which have no effect
You are wasting your breath; your advice is like
water down a duck’s back.
to be like water down a duck's back
1.
to be easily accomplished, or done without much effort
This course is like water down a duck's back.
2.

to seem to have no effect at all, roll off
My words had no effect whatsoever; they were
like water down a duck's back.

to be lit up
to be intoxicated, drunk, have drunk too much
Look at her; she’s all lit up.
to be little-minded
to be twisted, warped or one-sided
He is little-minded; therefore, I can’t imagine what
you expect from him.
to be lily-livered
to be yellow, yellow-bellied, fainthearted or weak
He is lily-livered. Don’t depend on him for help.
to be liverish
to be jaundiced, yellowed, or be yellow-tinged
to be livid
to be enraged, infuriated, inflamed or wrathful

I was livid when I found out the truth.
to be living cloud cuckoo land (British English)
to be living in fantasy land, to have one’s imagination on overdrive

to be loaded
to be lit, pie-eyed, lubricated, lit up, stewed, tight, pickled,
three sheets to the wind, half-cocked, cock-eyed or bombed
I can’t drive; I am loaded.
to be lofty
to be haughty, arrogant or high and mighty
He is somewhat lofty in his behavior.
to be locked in
to be rigorous, stiff-backed or rigid
He is locked-in so forget about him changing
his opinion or attitude.
to be long-faced
to be unhappy, dismayed or sad
As a result of hearing the news, she is long faced.
to be long-headed
to be far-seeing, clear-headed, or far-sighted
to be long nosed
to be eavesdropper, overcurious, nosy, a busybody,
snoop or meddlesome
It is bad to be long nosed.

to be long in the tooth
to be old, up in years or elderly
He is long in the tooth so he probably
remembers what had happened before the war.
to be long-winded
to be verbose, to be a person who talks a lot or who does not
know how to get to the point
Many politicians are long-winded.
to be lost at sea
to be thrown off, fuzzy, muddle-headed or
discombobulated
You’re wasting your time; he’s lost at sea.
to be lost in thought
to be wandering, distracted or mindless
She is not here. Can’t you tell that she is
lost in thought.
to be lost at sea
to be confused, at a loss or lost
He is lost a sea; he can’t help anyone.
to be lost in
to be totally enveloped or engrossed in, be occupied by
When he called, I was lost in thought.
to be lost on
to be not understood or comprehended by, not have gotten or got
Don't waste your time. All jokes are lost on him.
to be lost to

1.

to no longer belong to or be a part of
He is lost to not only me but to the whole family and society.

2.

to be no longer possible or open to
The opportunity was lost to him.

to be lost with all souls
to be destroyed, ruined, or wrecked with everyone dying
The ship was lost with all souls.
to be loud enough to wake the dead
to be very loud, too loud, noisy, deafening, loud
sounding
All that noise is intolerable; it is loud enough to
wake the dead.
to be low
1.
to be sad, depressed, down in the dumps or glum
She is so low because her dog ran away.
2.

to be squalid, poor, wretched or seedy

3.

to be reprehensible, heinous, wicked, base or vile

4.

to be foul, obscene, dirty, vulgar or crude

to be low
to be subdued, not very loud, soft or whispered
The volume was low enough so not to disturb the neighbors.

to be low-minded
to be vulgar, coarse, sordid or unseemly
to be lowly
to be rough, base or foul
He is lowly and foul-mouthed.
to be lubricated
to be drunk, tipsy, tight, pickled, loaded, lit, pie-eyed, high
or under the influence of
He is too lubricated to do anything.
to be lukewarm
1.
to be neither hot nor cold, be tepid
This is lukewarm water. It’s more cold than hot.
2.

to be indifferent, unconcerned, half-hearted, cool
His feelings for her are lukewarm at best.

to be lumbering
to be unrefined, uncultured, uncivil, or clumsy
He is lumbering and awkward.
to be lurking in the shadows
to be hiding in the dark in order to scare
or surprise
I was scared that someone had been lurking
in the dark.
to be lying in wait
to be hidden, waiting to pounce or set upon

The robber was lying in wait; therefore, I could
not get away.

to be mad
to be crazy, insane or not mentally balance
You’re mad, girl. Your father won’t allow you to go to that party.
to be mad
to be angry, enraged or boiling
I am so mad that I could destroy the whole lot of them.
to be madcap
to be impulsive, reckless, foolhardy, courageous
or daring
to be made by hand
to be not done by machine, be done manually
The clothes were made by hand.
to be made for
1.
to be designed, manufactured for a
particular purpose
This computer is made for graphic design.
2.

to be created or born for
You were made for me and I for you.

to be made for each other
to be a couple who are well suited for one another, be
appropriate for one another
They are so much in live that they seem to be made
for each other.

to be made fun of
to be laughed at, be a target of sarcasm or ridicule
I want to change my hair style because I am tired of being
made fun of.
to be made light of
to be understated or minimized
His role was made light of. What a shame!
to be made little of
to be understated or minimized
Because he was scared, he made little of his role in the plot.
to be made to change colors
to be made to blush, be embarrassed or ashamed
His words made her change colors.
to be made to die a thousand deaths
to be debased or maligned, humbled, demeaned
or humiliated
I rather leave on my own rather than be made to
die a thousand deaths.
to be made to eat humble pie
to be humiliated, humbled or belittled
I was made to eat humble pie before
being forgiven.
to be made to sing low
to be embarrassed, denigrated, belittled or disgraced
He made his opponent sing low so that he would

never forget him.
to be man candy
to be a male who is especially attractive to females
I was hired because they need female viewers. He is man candy.
to be man crazy
to be a woman who is obsessed with or fixated on men
She’s man crazy. I have never seen her without a man.
to be manly
to be lion-hearted, fearless or virile
To be manly one does not have to be a male.
to be marble-hearted
to be unfeeling, bloodless or unsympathetic
He is marble-hearted; therefore, do not expect
anything from him.

to be March Madness
(U.S. sports) to be the basket ball playoffs
This is March Madness. Of course, I’m not going to work.
to be married with the left hand
to marry someone of a lower rank so that he/she, nor any
children from the union, have claim on one’s wealth or possessions
to be mean
to be excellent, top-rated, extremely good or fantastic
This car is mean; I wish that I had one just
like it.

to be mean minded
to be selfish, intolerant or narrow
I have never met someone so intolerant.
He is mean minded.
to be meat and potatoes
to be pragmatic, matter-of-fact, down-to-earth or not
fancy
Although he is meat and potatoes, he is
by no means boring.
to be meaty
to be full, comprehensive, wide-ranging or profound
His argument was meaty; therefore, it could not be ignored.
to be mellow
to be drunk, tipsy, tight, in one’s cup, inebriated, pickled,
loaded, lit, pie-eyed or drunk as a piper, to have a glow
He is mellow, feeling absolutely no pain.
(to be) Mickey D’s
slang for McDonald’s
Let’s go to Mickey D’s to eat.
to be milk and honey
to be the good life, to be riches, opulence or prosperousness
to be milk-livered
to be scaredy, fearful, cowardly or mousy
to be milk and water (British English)
to not have the volition, capacity or capability to act in a
competent and effectual manner

It was replaced by government which is milk and water.
to be mind over matter
to be mentally strong enough to control one’s body
To stop being an addict is mind over matter.
to be mingy (British English)
to be mean, stingy with, or not forthcoming with
Don’t be so mingy with the food! I’m hungry.
to be mirabile dictu (Latin in English)
to be wonderful to relate
to be moonshine
to be illegally made and sold alcohol
to be moonshine
to be nonsense, hot air or foolish talk
to be mot à mot (French in English)
to be word for word, verbatim, faithful to what has been communicated
to be mother-naked (British English)
to be totally nude or naked
When he answered the door, he was mother-naked.
to be mother’s ruin (British English)
to be gin
to be Mr. Right
to be the ideal male for a husband
I’m telling you; he is Mr. Right.

(to be) Mrs. Grundy (British English)
to be a fuddy-duddy, a blue-nose, uptight,
conventional or button-down
I don’t think that Mrs. Grundy would approve.
to be munch (British English)
to be food
to be Murphy’s Law
(humorous) a law which stipulates that anything that can
go wrong, will go wrong
to be muckraking (British English)
to be the investigation and publication of stories on famous person
to be muckraking (North American English)
to be the investigation and publication of stories in the world
of politics and politicians
to be no silver bullet
to be no instant or quick solution to a problem
Unfortunately, there is no silver bullet to this war.
(to be) nose candy
to be cocaine
I have some nose candy. Want some?
to be of the cloth
to be of the clergy or of the ministry
He is of the cloth; therefore, I don’t understand it.
(to be) off one’s feet
to no longer be standing, to either be sitting
or lying down

Take the weight off your feet and rest.
to be off the books
to no longer be an employee, with the employer no longer
being responsible to pay one a pension or to continue
paying one’s health insurance
to be off the hook
to no longer be responsible, answerable or accountable for,
to no longer be in trouble or hot water
You don’t have to be here anymore. Congratulation, you
are off the hook!
to be on a pig’s back (Australian English)
to be in a good or fortunate position
to be on a pig’s back (Irish English)
to be living a life of ease and luxury
to be on an ad hoc basis (Latin in English)
to be on as needed basis, to play it according to the situation
to be on one's butt
1.
to be on the ground after being tripped, be made to
fall on the ground
Why are you on your butt. Get up!
2.

to be lazy, not to work, not go to work
Every time I come home from work, you are on your butt.

to be on one's feet
1.
to stand up suddenly
She was on her feet, clapping and crying, for the music.

2.

to be able to get around again, recuperate, or recover
After many days in bed, she's on her feet again.

3.

to be in a standing position
I want you to be on your feet now!

4.

to be able to be self-sufficient
I have enough money to be on my feet again.

to be on one's feet all day
to be working without rest for a prolong period
I've been on my feet all day and I'm tired, dead tired.
to be on one’s hand
to be one’s responsibility, under one’s care, obligation or burden
I’m leaving tomorrow morning. I don’t want to be on your hand
to be on one's (own) head
to be responsible for, have blood on one's hand, be
blamed for
Let the terrorism that now flourishes be on your head.
to be on one's guard
to be protective of, on alert against
I am always on my guard.
to be on one’s jack (British English/ cockney/ rhyming slang)
to be on one’s own
When I was on my jack and I didn’t know what to do with myself.

to be on one’s Jack Jones (British English/ cockney/ rhyming slang)
to be on one’s own
When I was on my jack and I didn’t know what to do with myself.

to be on one's hind leg
to stand up to make a speech
to be on one's honor
to be in charge of one's own behavior, be honorable
or trustworthy
He was on his honor to tell the truth.
to be on one's knees
1.
to beg, plead, implore, or beseech
I am on my knees begging your forgiveness.
2.

to be in a pressing, acute or critical situation
I may be on my knees but I am still fighting.

3.

to be praying
I am on my knees every night talking to God.

to be on one's knees
to perform oral sex
to be on one's last leg
1.
to be dying, at death's door
I don’t know how long he has; frankly, he is
on his last leg.
2.

to be about to break down, to collapse or

to fail
This car is really on its last leg. It's not worth
getting fixing.
to be on one's toes
to be ready, prepared, primed or all set
To work in a restaurant, you must be on your toes.
to be on one’s toes
to be on alert, be watchful, observant, attentive
or conscious
You must always be on your toes while being here.
to be on-site
to be accomplished or located at the place
The medical facility is on-site.
to be on pins and needles
to be uneasy, restless, nervous, on edge, jittery
or anxious
Until I know who won, I will be on pins and needles.
to be on the book

to be on the down-low (urban English)
to be a married gay or bisexual male who has not told
his partner that he sleeps with men
to be on the make
to be searching or looking for a way to improve one’s social
or financial position (usually at the expense of others by hurting
or damaging others)

I like him a lot but I can’t trust him. He is always on the make.
to be on one's mind
1.
to be in someone's thoughts
My mother has been on my mind all day.
I wonder if something is wrong?
2.

to be thinking and worrying about
You've been on my mind all day. We have
to get this problem between us solved.

to be on the books
to be registered as a client or employee
Now that you’re on the books, you will start drawing a salary.
to be on the dole
to be receiving unemployment benefits
I’ve been on the dole for almost a year. I can’t seem
to find a job.
to be on the piss (British English)
to go on a drinking spree, to be on a drinking bout
When I saw him, he was on the piss.
to be on the shady side of
to be on that side where the sun does not shine
to be on the shady side of forty
to be middle age, to be fifty plus, to no longer be young
Now that I am on the shady side of forty, fifty isn’t so old.
to be on the shady side of the law
to be a criminal, to participate in illegal activities, to be

outside of the law
to be on the wrong side of forty
to be middle age, to be fifty plus, to no longer be young
Now that I am on the wrong side of forty, fifty isn’t so old.
to be once in a blue moon
to be almost never, never or hardly never
to be one of the boys
to be one of a particular group or gang of males
Because John is one of the boys, he will never betray us.
to be on the money
to be just right, to be exactly what one wants
(to be) one’s Adam’s apple
to be a projection at the front of a male’s neck (it looks as if
he had an apple stuck in his throat)
I know he looks like a female but she is he. He can’t hide
his Adam’s apple.
to be one’s bird (British English)
to be one’s girlfriend
I’ve got to call my bird.
(to be) one’s body clock
the system which controls the biological function of the body
A woman's body clock determines if and when she has a baby.
to be one’s body image
to be the representation, in one's mind, of how one's body
is or should be

Many women's body image is distorted.
to be one’s body language
to be the way in which one places one's body to silently and, many time
unconsciously, communicates who one is and how one feels
His body language told me that he did not like anyone to touch him.
to be one’s body odor
the bad smell of the body
After I jog, my body odor is strong.
to be one’s bread and butter
to be one’s basic source of income or for making a living (i.e. bread
and butter job)
This job is my bread and butter. I can not leave it.
to be one’s brainpan
to be one’s skull
to be one’s bum (British English)
to be one’s backside or anus
to be one’s cup of tea (British English)
to be to one’s liking or taste, to be interested in
I suppose it is a nice car but, frankly,
it is not my cup of tea.
to be one’s dick
to be one’s penis
to be one’s digs (British English)
to be one’s house, apartment or resident

(to be) one’s footprint
to be one’s influence, impact, effect or affect on
Western Europe’s footprint in the nineteenth century can still
be felt today.
to be one’s ken (British English)
to be one’s range of understanding or knowledge
to be one’s mother tongue
to be one’s native tongue
English is his mother tongue.
to be one’s ride
‘ride’ is slang for car or automobile
This is my new ride. Like it?
to be one’s shortcoming
to be one’s failing, drawback, weakness, weak point or defect
I am a drunk. This is my shortcoming.
to be one’s spiel
to be the speech or talk given by a vendor to convince a potential
customer to buy
That is my spiel. What do you think?

to be out of character
to behave in a way that is not expected, to do what no one
would expect
I understand why you’re so surprised. How he
responded was most definitely out of character.

to be out of one’s box (British English)
to be drunk, intoxicated or high as a kite
to be out of one’s senses
to be crazy, mentally unbalanced or insane
He must be out of his senses. Only a crazy man would have
done such a thing.
to be out of one’s wit (British English)
to be crazy, mentally unbalanced or insane
Ever since he came back from war, he has been out of his wits.
to be out of someone’s life
to no longer involved in someone’s life, to longer
bother someone
If you don’t like what I’ve written, I’m out of your life.
to be out of the box (Australian and New Zealand English)
to be super, to be unusually good, to be fantastic

to be out of the loop
not be in the inner circle where information is shared, to
be marginalized, to not know what is happening
The reason that you didn’t know about the move
was that you were out of the loop.
to be out of touch
to no longer be in communication
Once I went back to the U.S., we have been out of touch.
to be out on a limb
to be in distress, in trouble or in a precarious situation

Once I spoke up and gave my opinion, I was out on a limb.
to be over a barrel
to be in a position where one is helpless or unable to help oneself
Because of the situation, we are over a barrel. No matter what we
do, we’re wrong.
to be over someone
to no longer like or be in love with someone
I am happy to say that I am over him. He was the worst boyfriend in
the world.
to be passing (racially)
to be African-American but being light enough to pass as white or
as a non-African-American
to be passing (sexual orientation)
to be a gay male who tries to ‘act’ straight
to be pea soup
to be a thick haze, fog or cloud
It is pea soup out there. You can’t drive to anywhere right now.
to be people of the Book
to be Christians and Jews as regarded by Islam (the book
being the Bible)
to be pig Latin
to be pimped out
(car) to have one’s car adorned with expensive hub-caps, loud
speakers and attractive detailing
to be pissed
to be angry, furious or irate

Right now I am pissed. It would be better if you call me tomorrow.
to be pissed off
to be angry, furious or irate
Right now I am pissed off. It would be better if you call me tomorrow.
to be pissed poor (British English)
to be abject, wretched, dismal or miserable
to be pissing (British English)
to be pouring, to be raining heavily, to be raining cats and dogs
to be pissing (British English)
to be used as an intensifier, to be very or super
He was pissing mad.
to be pissy (British English)
1.
to be related to or reeking of urine
2.

to be below par, inferior, mean, lower than or subordinate

3.

to be contemptible, disgusting, revolting or abhorrent

to be pissy (North American English)
to be plain dealing
to treat someone honestly and straightforwardly
I don’t want any special treatment. All I am asking for
is plain dealing.
(to be) plain English
to be direct and to the point

Don’t use all those fancy elegant words. Speak to
me in plain English.
to be plus four (British English)
to be short trousers, knickers, knee breeches or knee pants
to be plus size
(clothing) to be clothing for women who are heavy or fat
to be political poison
to be an area of politics which is so sensitive that it
could lead to one’s defeat or destruction
Talking about destroying the homes in the flood plains
in New Orleans is political poison.
to be poor
1.
to be destitute, impoverished, or indigent
Since he has left prison, he has been quite poor.
2.

to be unproductive, depleted or exhausted
This land can not produce anything. It is poor.

3.

to have bad luck, be unsuccessful and unfortunate
He is a poor baby whose life keeps going wrong.

4.

to be bad or not satisfactory
I was a very poor math student.

5.

to be sorry, half-baked, half-assed or shoddy
This is a poor substitute for the real thing.

to be powerfully-built
to be muscle-bound, potent or powerful
It will not be easy to beat him; he is powerfully-built.
to be pretty* bad
1.
to be very bad or not very well-behaved
He’s a pretty bad kid. I don’t know what’s going
to happen to him.
2.

to not be well-made, to be ill or badly manufactured or produce
That house was pretty bad. Who was architect.

to be pretty ugly
to be very ugly or not at all attractive
Her house was pretty ugly.
to be prissy
to be snooty, fastidious, stuffy or smug
You need to stop being so prissy.
(to be) pushing up daisies
to be dead
to be quick
to be smart, intelligent, on the ball
He is so quick that you will not be able to fool him.
to be quick witted
to think quickly, to be able to think on one’s feet, to be
no dummy
He be quick witted. He will not be easy to fool.

to be rap music
to be the type of music in which one talks rather than sings
(originally began in the urban areas of the U.S.)
to be rap
to be short for rap music
to be rattling
to be unsteady or unsupported, to be loosely or not well built
This is so rattling that a good wind could blow it down.
to be raunchy
to be obscene, vile, gross, uncouth or lurid
She is too raunchy to work here.
to be rayons de lune (French in English)
to be moonlight or moonshine
to be red
to be a member of the Republican Party
He lives in Mississippi; therefore, he is red.
to be rich (see dictionary defs.)
to be rickety
to be shaky, unsteady or ready to come down
This is rickety. You going to have to tear it down.
to be rigor mortis
to be the stiffness of the body after death
It is because of rigor mortis that you can not
lower his arm.

to be run off one’s feet (British English)
to be very busy or occupied, to be too much on the
run to do anything
to be rushed off one’s feet (British English)
to be very busy or occupied, to be too much on the
run to do anything
to be sacked
to be or get fired or laid-off
I’m not in the best of mood, I was sacked this morning.
to be sci-fi
to be science fiction
It’s not real. It’s sci-fi.
to be seedy
to be scummy, worn, grimy, dirty or shabby
This is hotel is seedy. I’m not staying here.
to be served
to be humiliated, to be shown up, to be belittled or made
to look insignificant
All I can say is, that you’ve been served.
to be shady
to be dubious, tricky, dishonest or underhanded
He is so shady that I can’t believe a word that he says.
to be shifty
to be underhanded, devious, dishonest or slippery
Because he is shifty, you can not believe him.

to be shirty (British English)
to be huffy, bad tempered, unreasonable, angry
I didn’t listen to him because he was so shirty.
to be show time
to be the moment to demonstrate or clarify how the situation
really is
It’s show time. You will now see who is who.
to be shown the door
to find oneself unemployed as a result of being fired, to be
fired or sacked
This morning I was shown the door.
to be skin tight
to be very tight
She split her pants because they are skin tight.
to be skint (British English)
to have no money, to be broke or without money
I’m skint until I get paid next week.
to be slipping away
to be leaving, going away or changing little by little
That feeling of safety is slipping away.
(to be) smack
to be street slang for heroin
I need to get me some smack.

to be smaller than a breadbox
to be small, little, not at all large
Although the car is smaller than a breadbox, it can fit four
normal size people quite well.
to be smutty
to be lewd, indecent, pornographic or obscene
This picture is smutty.
to be soft power
to be the use of one’s power to persuade, to talk out of
or to talk down
It is soft power that is the key.
to be square
1.
to be stiff-necked
to be uptight, rigid, inflexible or uncompromising
He is so stiff-necked that it is useless to talk to him.
to be stingy
to be cheap, to not like to spend or share money
I wish that you were not so stingy.
to be straight
to be heterosexual
to be straight acting
to be a gay male who act as if he is straight (in both manner
and behavior)
To be straight acting is still being in the closet.

to be strait-laced
to be puritanical, severe, old fashioned or of the old school
I love my grandfather but I wish that he were not so strait-laced.
to be strung out
to become addicted to drugs or alcohol
I was strung out when I was a kid.
to be stuffy
to be austere, fussy, sanctimonious or self-righteous
I don’t like him because he is so stuffy.
to be swimming in red ink
(business) to be losing a lot of money
Right now, because all I am doing to paying out money,
I am swimming in red ink.
to be swimming upstream
to be in the process of accomplishing or doing an extremely
difficult tasking
You are swimming upstream trying to open a restaurant
in this neighborhood.
to be the AAA (Australian English)
to be the Australian Automobile Association
to be the AAA (North American English)
to be the American Automobile Association
to be the AAAS
to be the American Association for the Advancement of Science
to be the AARP

to be the American Association of Retired Persons (for people
fifty years plus)

to be the best thing since slice bread
to be exceptional, remarkable, extraordinary or excellent
This new tool is the best thing since slice bread.
to be the bog (British English)
to be the toilet
to be the cake (British English)
the amount of money or other assets to be made available
(usually cake is modified by the type of cake, i.e. social
or education cake)

to be the chittling circuit
to be black audiences who one tries out one’s movie, play or
song before it is presented to the country as a whole
(this expression is somewhat dated and only used with
extreme caution in English)
to be the digital divide
to be the division between those persons or countries
which have access to computers and the internet and those
which do not
to be the dog’s bollocks (British English)
to be number one, to be no other better, to be
the best
to be the mutt’s nuts (British English/ rhyming slang/ cockney)
to be the best, to be no other better
to be tied to one’s mother’s apron strings

to be a male who is too emotionally dependent on his mother
He needs to live on his own. He is tied to his mother’s
apron strings.
to be slow in the uptake (British English)
to not be the smartest person, to be slow or
somewhat backwards
I didn’t know that he didn’t love me. I do believe that
I’m slow in the uptake.
to be teeny
to be very small, tiny, diminutive
The next sample is teeny. It may not be big enough to do any good.
to be teeny-weeny
to be very small, tiny, diminutive
It was really teeny-weeny. I don’t think it is worth keeping.
to be the ABC of
to be the rudiments or the most basic understanding of a subject
This talk is intended to be only the ABC of the Supreme Court.
to be the ace of hearts
to be the best or the maximum
He is the ace of hearts.
to be the apple of one's eye
to be someone's favorite
His daughter is the apple of his eye.
to be the arm of
to be the administrative or operational branch

This is the arm of one of the most important
banks of the world.
to be the backbone
to be the most important part of an organization,
company or grouping
She may be the brain of the new upstart but he
is the backbone.
to be the backbone of
to be the most important part of something
She is the backbone of the organization.
to be the backbone of the economy
to be the most important part of the economy, be vital
to the economy
Gold used to be the backbone of the economy.
to be the backdrop
1.
to be the rear curtain in the scenery of a theater
stage production
2.

to be the backdrop
to be the factors, background or circumstances of
an event or setting
This is the backdrop of the story. You have to understand
it to understand what the problems are.

to be the Beltway
to be the U.S. government, Washington, D.C., the politicians and
lobbyists
If you are in the Beltway, you are in or near the center of power.

(to be) the big boys
to be the most important and most powerful
Now that you are head of a multi-million dollars company,
you are playing with the big boys.
(to be) the big bucks
to be a lot of money
Why are you complaining about staying after hours. That’s why
they pay you the big bucks.
to be the big dance
(U.S. sports) to be the basket ball playoff in March
to be the big lie
to be a horrible or terrible distortion of reality or the truth
No one wants to accept that that was the big lie. The
people in power always knew the truth.
(to be) the big screen
to be the movies
I only enjoy watching action films on the big screen.
to be the big stick
to be hard power or force
He had been mistaken that it would be the big stick that
would get him what he wanted.
to be the Big Smoke (British English)
to be London
to be the big smoke (Australian English)
to be any big town
to be the big (number)

to be the most persons or entities in a particular field
These teams are the big four in basketball.
to be the black sheep
to be the disgraced or rejected member of the family or group
I have always been the black sheep of the family.
(to be) the body count
to be the number of soldiers or civilians who are dead after a
confrontation
I don't believe the body count that the media gives in the reporting of
this war.
(to be) the body count
to be the number of persons who are dead after a serious accident
The body count after the accident was high.
to be the booay (New Zealand English)
to be a remote or out-of-the-way rural area
to be the boob tube (North American English)
to be the television
He is always watching the boob tube.
to be the boondocks
to be a remote or out-of-the-way rural area
to be the box (British English)
to be the television
(to be) the box office numbers
to be how much money a movie made

The box office numbers are extraordinarily good.
The film is a hit.
to be the boys in blue
to be policemen, to be the police
What are the boys in blue doing here?
to be the brains behind
to be the author, creator or originator
The workers did not think up this strike by themselves. Their union
representative was the brain behind this.
to be the brains of
to be the author of a particular activity or act
The workers did not think up this strike by themselves.
Their union representative were the brains of this.
to be the brains of the family
to be considered the most intelligent or the one who has
the intellectual capacity of the family
Yes, I'm the beauty of the family while she is the brain.
to be a breaking point
to be the point when one can not tolerate or stand the
situation anymore
When he started hitting me that was the breaking point.
I had to throw him out of the home.
to be the brotherhood
to be a trade union
to be the Buckeye State
to be Ohio

to be the bum fluff (British English)
to be the first beard for an adolescent male
to be the butt of geek humor
to be the recipient of the practical joke of the young computer expert
I refuse to be the butt of geek humor. After all, he’s a geek.
to be the butt of one's joke
to be made fun of, be the target of teasing
I am tired of being the butt of his jokes.
to be the can
to be jail or prison
to be the can
to be the bathroom
to be the canary
to be an early warning that something is drastically wrong
The Smith family losing all that money, is the canary.
(the complete expression is: to be the canary in the mine)
to be the cat’s meow
to be of the first order, exceptional, first-class,
choice or superlative
According to her children, she is the cat’s meow .
to be the cat’s pajamas
to be top-notch, the best, stand head and shoulder above
All I can say is that he is the cat’s pajamas.
to be the central figure

to be the most important or pivotal person
The show can't go on without him. He is the
central figure in the plot.
to be the coup de grace (French in English)
1.
to be a deathblow, mortal blow, killing blow, finishing touch
2.

a knockout blow or a KO

to be the crème de la crème (French in English)
to be the best of the best
She is the crème de la crème. Believe me, she can do it.

to be the cream of the crop
to be the best of the best or the top
He is the cream of the crop; therefore, he’ll
never have any problem getting into an
excellent university.
to be the Crescent City
to be New Orleans
to be the devil incarnate
to be truly evil
(to be) the dog days of summer
to be the period of summer which is especially
hot and lazy (August)
I hate the dog days of summer.
to be (the person or thing) du jour
to describe what is hot or popular for the present brief moment
Because of the movie, he is the actor du jour.

to be the dupe
to be the puppet, patsy, mark of soft touch
He only did the dirty work; he was the dupe.
to be the face on the line
to be the exterior, the face or the one out front but who probably
does not have any power
Although he is the face on the line, he does not own any part
of the business.
(to be) the fall
to be a defeat, surrender capture or overthrow
The fall of government was a total surprise
to be the falls
to be short for waterfall
I went to visit the Falls in Niagara.
to be the fall guy
to be the one who took the blame, be the
chump or the patsy
He is only the fall guy; he is not the one
who authored the crime.
to be the final nail in one’s coffin
to be that one last event or act which destroys one
What he is doing right now will be the final
nail in his coffin.
to be the final straw
to not be able to tolerate or stand more, to say that’s it
When he came home drunk, that was the final straw.

to be the fly in the ointment
to be the one thing which does not allows success or
which spoils everything
I agree with everyone but these elections are the fly in
the ointment.
to be the foremost
to be dominant, surpassing, or preeminent
He is the foremost western leader.
to be the fountainhead
1.
to be the origin, source, or genesis
2.

to be the ground, base, or reason

to be the furthest thing from one's mind
not to be what was thinking about when something
was said or done
Insulting you was the furthest thing from my mind.
to be the gist of
to be the most important part, essential
or main part
It is the gist of the argument.
to be the great sucking sound
to be an expressed coined by 1992 presidential candidate Ross
Perot to refer to jobs in the U.S. going to Mexico
to be the head
to be the authority, command, throne, helm, directorship, leadership
This is the head. All orders come from here.

to be the head
to be the leader, senior, director, provost, premier, prime minister
He is the head of this network; therefore, what he says goes.
(to be) the head
to be the top, terminal, summit, crest or acme
At last, we have almost reached the head.
to be the head
the top of a staircase
to be the head
to be the origin, rise, fountainhead, wellspring or mainspring
(to be) the head
to be the operational end of a tool
The head of the screwdriver is chipped.
(to be) the head
to be the top and edible part of a leafy plant
This head of lettuce is bad. Get another one.
to be the head
to be the top part of a match, screw, nail or pin
These matches are ruined; the heads are wet.
to be the head
the upper most part of a page in a book
to be the head
to be the toilet on a ship or boat
to be the head
the hair covering the head

to be the head honcho
to be the one in charge or the boss
to be the headman
to be the leader or the man-in-charge
to be kick-off
to be the beginning of the game
to be the kingpin
to be the boss, recognized leader or big cheese
to be the kisser
to be the mouth
to be the heart of
the central or innermost part of something
Before it was the heart of the that city was the
most beautiful part. Not anymore.
to be the heartbeat of
the main or principle origin of something, most
important part
New York is the heartbeat of the United States.
to be the heart land
1.
to be that part of the land which is considered a
vital part of the whole
Baghdad is the heartland of Iraq. Once it fell,
the war was all but over.
2.

to be center of belief for a belief or movement

3.

to be central part of the US, the Midwest
Wisconsin is the heartland of the U.S.

to be the high man on the totem pole
to be the big wheel, high man, head honcho
He is the high man on the totem pole.
to be the incarnate of beauty
one who is the human form or embodiment
of beauty, be very beautiful
She is so beautiful that she is the incarnate
of beauty.
to be the incarnate of evil
one who is the human form or embodiment of evilness,
be very evil
I guess that you could say that Hussein was the
incarnate of evil.
to be the incarnate of greed
one who is the human form or embodiment of
greed, be very greedy
Capitalists can sometimes be the incarnate
of greed.
(to be) the ins and outs
to be the smallest details
I am interested in the ins and outs of the contract.
to be the jack of all trades (British English)
to be a person who knew how to do, superficially, many different
types of jobs but was an expert in none

(complete expression/ British) to be the jack of all trades is to
be the master of none
to be the Korean Wave
to be the popularity of everything Korean in East Asia
It is the Korean Wave that is responsible for the
popularity of South Korea.
to be the last thing on one's mind
to not be what one would normally think about
Asking you for help was the last thing on my mind.
to be the left-wing
to be of the left, anywhere from progressive to socialist or communist
The Democratic Party of the U.S. is not the left wing.
to be the light at the end of the tunnel
to be a bright and positive future
It is the light at the end of the tunnel which must
always be your goal and focus.
to be Little Easy
to be Savannah, Georgia
I prefer the Little Easy rather than the Big Easy.
to be the living end
to be someone to shout about, be awesome or super
I think that this CD is the living end.
to be the man
to be the person who did something very well
You’re the man! I knew that you could do it.

to be the man-in-charge
to be the leader, big cheese or top dog
Walk carefully, he is the man-in-the charge.
to be the most talked about movie
to be a movie that is written and talked about a lot
Brokeback Mountain is this year’s most talked about movie.
to be the mother lode
to be the main source or the principal vein of something
This is the source of all the gold in the mine. It is the mother lode.
to be the muscle
to be the person or persons who compel or coerce
I want you to stand in the door and be the muscle.
No one who is not on the list is to pass.
to be the new boy
informal term for a young man
He is the new boy around here. His name is John something.
to be the new face
to be the newest person in a place, be the
newest employee or resident
She is the new face in town. She seems
pleasant enough.
to be the new kid on the block
to be a newcomer, an outsider, the new kid in town
He does not know what’s going on because he is the new
kid on the block.

to be the nub of the problem
to be the core or the meat of the problem
Now you understand; this is the nub of the problem.
to be the nutting squad (Northern Irish slang)
to be an assassin group who specialized in killing by
shooting the victim in the head
to be the object of scorn
to be target of mockery, derision or contempt
As a result of that speech, he is now the object
of scorn.
to be the official line
to be what is said in public although not necessarily
in private
It is the official line of the administration and I’m
afraid that it is a lie.
to be the only game in town
to be the only opportunity or possibility
He thinks because I am fat that he is the only game in town.
No other man will want me.
to be the power behind the throne
to be the real power, to be the person who pull the strings,
to be someone’s brain
He is not the one who makes the decision. It is his father who
is the power behind the throne.
to be the R and D
(company or industry) to be the Research and Design area of a company

It had been the R and D area that had once appeared safe from
outsourcing. No longer.
to be the real McCoy
the original, real thing or genuine article
No one can copy her; she is the real McCoy.
to be the right hand
the most important, reliable, efficient assistant
He's the president's right hand.
to be the right thing to do
to do what is right, follow the rules, conform
This is the right thing to do. You really
have no choice.
to be the Sally (British English)
the Salvation Army
to be the Sally Army (British English)
the Salvation Army
to be the Sallies (British English)
the Salvation Army
to be the salt of the earth
to not be rich or wealthy but to be honorable
and good
My grandfather was the salt of the earth.
to be the skeleton of oneself
to only vaguely look like oneself (said after a
great illness or other kind of change)

I saw Mary yesterday and she is only a skeleton
of herself.
to be the small screen
to be the television
I don’t mind watching it on the small screen if I could
save twenty bucks.
to be the soul of discretion
to be extremely discreet, respectful of one's secrets
You can tell her anything. She's the soul of discretion.
to be the soul of movement
to be able to dance or move one's body with grace
The way that she dances, she is the soul of movement.
to be the spit and image of
to be the double of, be identical to, chip of the old block,
dead ringer to, be an exact match
It is so strange how she is the spit and image of her
grandmother.
to be the spitting image of
to be identical, the same or exact, match, have the perfect
likeness of
She is the spitting image of her mother.
to be the straw that broke the camel’s back
to be that one last thing, in a list of complaints of grievances,
that one will not take
John not celebrating my birthday was the straw that broke
the camel’s back.

to be the survival of the fittest
to be the survival of the strongest or the healthiest
He believes that the world is the survival of the fittest.
to be the tip of the iceberg
to be only the beginning of the problem, to be see only the visible,
tip, the smallest part or the most superficial part
This case on bribery is only the tip of the iceberg.
to be the top dog
to be the one who exercise control, looked upon as dominant or
who dictates
You can’t go over his head; he’s the top dog.
to be ‘The Troubles’ (Northern Irish English)
to be the conflict between the Protestant and Irish Catholics
between the1960s to the 1990s
(to be) the tube
British rather than American English. In the U.S.,
the underground train is called the subway
I have to take the tube today. My car is in the shop.

to be the underbelly
to be the seamy, perverted or base
This is the underbelly of the society.
to be the weakest link
to be weakest person, a target or soft mark
You need to get rid of him; he is the weakest link.
to be the weeding out

to be the removal or purging of
to be the White House
(to be the resident of the president of the U.S.)
used to symbolize the president or the government of the U.S.
to be there in a bat of an eye
to be there in a minute or moment, be there in a second
I'll be there in a bat of an eye.
to be there in a coup d'oeil
to be there in a second, a moment, or
in a split second
I'll be there in a coup d'oeil.
to be there in a jiffy
to be there now, to not wait a moment, to be
there in a split second
I'll be there in a jiffy.
to be there in a wink of an eye
to be in a second or in a moment
I'll be there in a wink of an eye.
to be there in two shakes of a lamb's tail
to be there in a jiffy or in a wink
to be thickheaded
1.
to be stubborn, mulish, unable or
unwilling to understand
2.

to be not very intelligent or a dunce,
numskull

3.

to be impervious to criticism

4.

to be hardened, hard-hearted or insensitive

to be thickset
to be corpulent, portly, stocky or pudgy
No, she is not skinny; she is thickset.
to be thin as a rail
to be very skinny, corpse-like or underfed
She looks like she’s about to die; she is thin as a rail.
to be third rate
to be unacceptable, sorry or bad
As a lawyer, he is third rate.
to be the third rail in politics
to be that area in politics that no politician wants
talk about or try to modify
In the U.S., the social security program is
the third rail in politics.
to be thin-skinned
to be hypersensitive, ticklish or supersensitive
You better learn how to walk on eggs with him;
he's very thin-skinned.

to be thorny
to be trying, difficult, complex, or involved

This issue is extremely thorny. We have to be very careful
in the negotiations.
to be thought highly of
to be greatly admired or respected, be looked up to
He is thought highly of here. He is greatly loved.
to be three sheets to the wind
to be drunk, tipsy, tight, drunk as a piper, groggy,
feeling good, saturated or bleary eyed
He has no idea what you’re talking about; he is
three sheets to the wind.
to be through
to be from end to the other
The liquid is through every layer of the clothing.
to be through with
to no longer want any part of, no longer
have a relationship with
After what he did, I am through with him.
to be thrown for a loop
to be amazed, flabbergasted or astounded
I was thrown for a loop by his presence.
to be thrown for a loss
to be flabbergasted, bewildered or confounded
I was thrown for a loss when I got the news.
to be thrown off
to be lost at sea, muddle-head, fuzzy or discombobulated

I am thrown off. I don’t understand what you want.
to be thrown off guard
to be shaken up, taken aback or taken by surprise
What he said, I must admit, threw me off guard.
to be thunderstruck
to be taken aback, astonished or stunned
I am thunderstruck by his remark.
to be ticked off
to be angry, irate, furious, ready to blow one’s top
She was really ticked off last night.
to be tickled pink
to be happy, satisfied or contented
I am tickled pink.
to be ticklish
1.
to be delicate, slippery or fragile
This situation is very ticklish. One
wrong move could be deadly.
2.

to be intricate, complicated or tough
Negotiating this treaty is going to be extremely
ticklish. One comma out of place can stop everything.

3.

to be risky, daunting or dangerous
This situation is ticklish; please be careful.

4.

to be irritable, temperamental or moody

She is ticklish. You can easily get her angry.
5.

to be unsteady or unstable
Act with caution. This is a very ticklish situation.

to be tied up in
to be involved, entrapped or included in
I don’t want to be tied up in your problems.
to be tight
to be drunk, pickled, loaded, lit, pie-eyed, lubricated, lit
up, stewed, intoxicated
I think that I you are tight. I am going to take you home.
to be tight-lipped
1.
to not talk, keep quiet, not say anything
She is tight-lipped about her participation in
the war.
2.

to be silent, mute, uncommunicative,
secretive or reticent
Because of her shyness, she has always been
tight-lipped.

to be tight with money
to be cheap, tight-fisted or penny-pinching
I have never met someone who is so tight with money.
to be tip-top
to be first-rate, the best or superior
He is tip-top; no doubt about it.

to be to a hair
to be on the nose, precisely or exactly
to be to the letter
to precisely or exactly
to be toey (Australian and New Zealand English)
to be ill at ease, not comfortable or edgy
Why is he so toey?
to be toffee-nosed (British English)
to be snobbish, pompous, stuck up or self-important
He is so toffee-nosed that I can stand being around him.
to be tongue-tied
1.
to not be able to get one’s words out, be at a loss for words or
choked up
I was tongue-tied.
2.

to be left speechless, astounded or dumbstruck
I was left tongue-tied by his behavior.

3.

to be bashful, shy or timid
Whenever she is in front of him, she is tongue-tied.

to be too big for one's boots
to act more important than one really is
Her behavior demonstrates that she is too big for
one's boots.

to be too close to the knuckles
to be embarrassing or too close the knuckle
His writings about our family is too close to
the knuckle.
to be too far gone
to be hopeless or beyond help
There's nothing that can be done. He's too far-gone.
to be too gay
to be too good for the rest of
to be vain, self-centered, conceited or snobbish
She thinks that she is too good for the rest of us.
to be too good
to be too nice, over nice or goody-goody
She is too good; I hate her.
to be too much to handle
to be too difficult, involved or complicated
This time this will definitely be too much to handle.
to be too nice for words
to be delicate, over refined, squeamish, oversensitive
or over subtle
She is too nice for words.
to be too pooped to pop
to be dead tired, dead on one’s feet or fagged out
To tell you the truth I am too pooped to pop.

to be toothless
to be weak, feeble or impotent
He won't do anything; he's toothless.
to be toothsome
1.
to be good-tasting, savory or tasty
2.

to be voluptuous, curvy, or shapely
She is most definitely toothsome.

to be top banana
to be the most important person in an organization
Because he is top banana, he is the person to please.
to be top notch
to be choice, above average or superlative
As an employee he is top notch.
to be top-drawer
to be first rate, first class, or tops
In any company or group, he is top-drawer.
to be top-flight
to be first rate, first class, or tops
As a writer, she is top-flight.
to be torn
to be in both camps, undecided, up in the air
or of two minds
I know that you want me to make a decision
but frankly I am torn on the matter.

to be torn to pieces
to be butchered, pulled or ripped apart, ripped
or pulled to pieces
If we don’t get out of here, will are going to be torn
to pieces.
to be toto
to be everything
to be tottering
to be unsteady, wobbly or shaky
Because he is drunk, he is tottering. He is
going to fall.
to be touch and go
to be a very unstable situation in which one was
in danger of dying or failing
His condition is touch and go. It will stay that way
for the next twenty-four hours.
to be tough
to be hard-boiled, callous, heartless or unstirred
He is tough so you are only fooling yourself if you
think that he is going to help.
to be torn between
to be forced to choose or select
I'm torn between my role as a mother and
that of a citizen
to be touched
to be crazy, mad, out of one's mind or queer
I do believe that he is touched.

to be touched in the head
to be insane, crazy, deranged
I am convinced that she is touched
in the head.
to be touchy
to be overly sensitive, to be thin-skinned, to get angry easily
Why are you all at once so touchy?
to be trodden down
to be down-trodden down, under foot or oppressed
In most countries, the poor are trodden down.
to be trying
1.
to be annoying, irritating or exacerbating
This problem is trying.
2.

to be hard, arduous, difficult
He has a personality which is trying.

to be trying to make a pile of money
to do whatever necessary to make or earn money
I’m working all these jobs because I’m trying to make
a pile of money.
to be two faced
to be deceitful, hypocritical, not trustworthy
He can't be trust; he's two faced.
to be unbending
to be high-handed, implacable, or pitiless

He is unbending so forget trying to change
his mind.
to be unable to believe one's ears
1.
to not to be able to believe what one has
heard, be incredulous
I was unable to believe my ears when
she told me the truth.
2.

to be surprised or astonished by what
is being said
When he said that I won, I couldn't believe
my ears.

to be unable to call one's soul one's own
to no longer be one's own person, betray oneself
He has taken everything from me.
I am not even able to call my soul my own.
to be unable to get blood from a stone
to not be able to do the impossible
You can talk until your tongue falls out, I don't
have the information that you need. You can't
get blood from a stone.
to be unable to get what happen out of one’s head
to be unable to stopping thinking about
I can't get what happened out of my head.
to be unable to keep one's hands off
to not be able to resist touching, spending, becoming
involved in or partaking in
I can not keep my hands off of the money.

to be unable to say boo to a goose
to be extraordinarily timid or shy
She is so withdrawn that she is unable to
say boo to a goose.
to be unable to see beyond one's own nose
to be able to see only one's own immediate
surrounding
He won't understand you. He's unable to see
beyond his own nose.
to be unable to see farther than the end
of one's nose
to see only what is in front of one
She can't sympathize with the victims because
she can't see farther than the end of her nose.
to be unable to see one's hand in front
of one's face
to be so foggy or rainy that one could not
see very far ahead
It is so rainy that I could not see my hand
in front of my face.
to be unblenching
to be gusty, valiant or dashing
He was unblenching as he entered into battle.
to be uncanny
1.
to be mysterious, inexplicable or odd
It is uncanny how much they are alike.
2.

to be unbelievable, incredible or unheard of

He is uncanny man. I never met anyone like him.
3.

to be astounding, amazing or tremendous
The situation was absolutely uncanny .

to be Uncle Sam
personification of the United States (abbreviation for U.S.)
to be uncut
to be not pure, diluted, mixed or modified
This drug is uncut.
to be under
1.
to be below or, beneath
The cat is under the table.
2.

to be less than, cost less than
This is under ten dollars.

3.

to below the surface of
The splinter is under my skin.

4.

to be force to endure pressure
I am under a deadline.

to be under a cloud
to be suspected, suspicious or distrusted
Because of the accusations, he is now
under a cloud.

to be under one's nose
to be in plain view or not hidden
Why could you not see it? It was right under
your nose.
to be under one’s spell
to be enchanted, mesmerized, charmed or spellbound
You must get her out of that group. She is under
their spell.
to be under one's thumb
to be subordinated, dominated or controlled by, be
under the power of
I used to be under his thumb but not anymore.
to be under one's wings
to under the protection or care of someone
While I was growing up, I was under
the wing of my uncle.
to be under served
to not be helped, assisted or aided
This district is being underserved.
to be under the gun
to be under intense pressure
I am under the gun to get this done.
to be under the heel of
to be under the control of, be dominated by
They are no longer under the heel of the dictator.
to be under the spell of

to be enchanted, mesmerized, charmed or spellbound
You must get her out of that group. She is under
the spell of them.
to be under the table
to be hidden or concealed
All the transactions were under the table.
to be under the thumb of
to be under the influence or power of another
He is under the thumb of his mother.
to be under the radar
to not be noticed or detected
He was under the radar when he lived the life of a criminal.
to be under the radar screen
to not be noticed or detected
Because everyone thinks he doesn't matter, he is under
the radar screen.
to be under the weather
to be sick, have a bad cold, have the flu, not be well
I heard that you were under the weather; I hope
that you are feeling better
to be under wraps
to be secret, shrouded, cloaked or hidden
The party is under wraps so that Carole won't know.
to be undercut
1.
to be sold cheaper or sell less than, sell at a loss

The prices at the store were undercut so to
undersell his competitors.
2.

to be sabotaged, wrecked, damaged or ruined
I was undermined by the person who I thought was
my best friend.

to be underfoot
to be in the way, to hinder or impede
Little puppies are always under foot.
to be underhanded
1.
to be unfair, sneaky or dishonorable
Don't trust him. He is underhanded.
2.

to be understaffed or not have enough personnel
This office is greatly underhanded. You need,
at the least, a receptionist.

to be undermanned
to not have the sufficient number of staff, personnel or employees
We are no longer undermanned. We have enough
people to do the required work.

to be undermined
to be sabotaged, wrecked, damaged or ruined
I was undermined by the person who I thought was
my best friend.
to be uneasy in one's mind about
to be uncomfortable, troubled or restless with

I am uneasy in my mind about everything
that happened.
to be up
1.
to be above
She's up on the roof. There's a leak.
2.

to be awake or no longer asleep
Stop calling to me; I'm up. I'm up.

3.

to be awake and out of bed, be no longer asleep
and in bed
I'm up. I'll be down in a minute.

4.

to be happy, not to be depressed
I'm up. It's such a beautiful day.

5.

to be on the increase
Because of inflation, prices are up.

6.

to be concluded, ended, finished, or terminated
At last, the football game is up.

7.

to be constructed, built, or erected
The house is up.

8.

to be above ground, no longer be under ground
At last, the wheat is up and ready
to be harvested.

9.

to be in the air
The balloon is finally up. I hope that it
stays that way.

10.

to be high in relation to the shore or the
banks of the river
The tide is up.

11.

to be upward
His hand is always the first one up.

12.

to have risen above the horizon
We'll leave when the sun is up.

13.

to be in revolt or rebellion
The people are up and out in the street rioting.

14.

to be agitated, irritated or angry
His temper is up but he won't do anything.

15.

to be in the air, be wrong, afoot or amiss
Once I walked in the room, I knew that
something is up.

16.

to be discovered or found out
I know the truth; the game is up.

17.

to be active

The wind is up.
18.

to be a legal proceeding as a defendant
He is up for robbery and assault.

19.

to be ready to be in operation or ready to function
The lights are up.

to be up a creek
to be in trouble or dire straits, to have big problems
I feel that I am up a creek. I have no idea what I’m going to do.
to be up a creek with a paddle
to be in trouble, in dire straits or have big problems
without any solution
I feel that I am up a creek with a paddle. I have no idea
what I’m going to do.
to be up against it
to be strapped, poor or hard up
At this time in my life, although I am up against it, I am
without many resources.
to be up and down
to be moody, temperamental, or ticklish
With him you never know. He's
up and down.
to be up against
to be confronted with
I am up against a number of enemies.

to be up against it
to be in a very difficult situation
He's up against it, against.
to be up against it
to be broke, without funds or cash, to have no money
I'm up against it this time; I don't
have one red cent. Nothing.
to be up against the wall
to be in a very difficult situation
I'm tired of being up against the wall.
to be up and about
to have recuperated
I feel fine. I'm even up and about.
to be up and around
to have recuperated
I feel fine; I'm even up and around.
to be up for
1.
to be in the running for, a candidate to
The movie's up for three Oscars.
2.

to be considered, up for consideration
The bill is going to be up for a vote.

3.

to be ready, prepared and enthusiastic for
I'm up for the new semester.

to be up for grabs
to be available, attainable, within reach or accessible
Because of the situation, anything is up for grabs.
to be up for reelection
to run for a political office once one’s term is up
The President is up for reelection.
to be up front
to be candid, plain-speaking, straight-forward,
explicit, straight-out
I appreciate how he is; he is up front.
to be up in arms
1.
to be in an armed rebellion
The whole country is up in arms. They want
to change the government.
2.

to be very angry but not to the point of
violence
The voters were up in arms and were
ready to rebel.

to be up in the air
to be unsettled, in suspense, unresolved, a big
question or yet to be decided
My life is up in the air; I want stability.
to be up on
to be knowledgeable of by being current
My son is up on the music and sport scene.

to be up on one’s high horses
to be high and mighty, snobbish or high hat
I don’t why you are up on your high horses.
You ain’t nobody.
to be up on (someone)
to have an advantage over someone
Because he reads a lot; he is up on everyone
around him.
to be up shit creek without a paddle
to be in trouble with no solution
I think that I have gone too far. I’m up shit creek
without a paddle.
to be up the creek without a paddle
to be in trouble with no solution
This time I do believe that I am up the creek
without a paddle.
to be up to
1.
to be occupied in
It's been such a long time. What have you been up to?
2.

to be far as or approaching a certain point
The water is up to the second floor.

3.

to be capable or able to, have the capacity to do
I'm not as dumb as you think; I'm up to the task.

4.

to be one's responsibility, be one’s decision

Whatever you do or don’t do is up to you.
to be up to one's ears in
to be deeply involved in, overwhelmed by, engulfed or immersed in
He's up to his ears in work.
to be up to the ears in debt
to be overwhelmed by debt, owe a great
amount of debt
to be up to one's elbow
to be immersed, overwhelmed, snowed under
I can't talk now. I'm up to my elbow in work.
to be up to one's eyeballs
to be occupied, engrossed or occupied
I am up to my eyeballs with work.
to be up to ones eyes
to be overcome by, engulfed by, swallowed up by,
deluged by
I am up to my eyes in work.
to be up to one's neck
to be overwhelmed, overcome, or engulfed by
I'm up to my neck in work.
to be up to one's neck in debt
to be drowning in bills, be overwhelmed
with bills
I am up to my neck in debt; I can't afford
to buy anything now.

to be up to scratch
to be satisfactory, good enough, adequate or competent
I think that she can do it. She's up to scratch.
to be up to snuff
to be adequate, competent, good enough or satisfactory
He can do the job because he is up to snuff.
to be up to the minute
to be current, up to date
I am up to the minute on everything is going on.
to be upbeat
to be positive or optimistic
Today is Friday; therefore, I am very upbeat.
to be upfront
to be open, frank or overt
He was very upfront about his drinking.
to be uphill
to be difficult, arduous, hard, rough, or tough
Although this is an uphill battle, we
can not give up.
to be uplifting
to be encouraging, inspiring or heartwarming
Your help and words were so uplifting.
to be uppity
to be puffed up, egotistical or fastidious

You have no reason to be uppity.
to be upright
to be ethical, worthy, or good
I completely trust him; he is upright and honest.
to be upset
to be greatly impacted, ruffled, discomposed or unsettled
I was upset by his words.
to be upstanding
to be on the level, no nonsense, square dealing or sincere
She is upstanding; therefore, she can be trusted.
to be velvet
to be golden, opulence or life of ease
to be wacky
to be unbalance or demented, be deranged
Why should I believe him? He is wacky.
to be waited on hand and foot
to be pampered, favored or overindulged
When he is waited on hand and foot he is being ruined.
to be waiting for the ax to fall
to be nervous, jittery, edgy, on edge, tense, uptight
What is the matter? It’s like you are waiting for the
ax to fall.
to be waiting for the bomb to go off

to wait anxiously, nervous, itching or apprehensive
I’m waiting for the bomb to go off because I know
that I don’t know everything yet.
to be waiting for the other shoe to fall
to be restless, on edge, jittery, anxious
I know that she has something more to tell me.
I waiting for the other shoe to fall.
to be walked all over
to be downtrodden, trodden under foot, or
trodden down
to be walking on air
to be happy, please as punch, well pleased or
in hog heaven
Since her engagement, she has been walking on
air.
to be wallowing in wealth
to be wealthy, rich, prosperous, or affluent
His father is wallowing in wealth.
to be warm hearted
to be humane, compassionate, loving, warm, or sympathetic
to be warped
to be prejudiced, biased, jaundiced or opinionated
He is a warped individual whose opinion must be weighed.
to be washed out
1.
to be flat, faded, bleached, bleached out
These jeans are all washed out. You should

throw them away.
2.

to be exhausted, dog-tired, bone weary, too poop to pop,
knocked up, dead on one’s feet, played out or dead-tired
If I don’t rest, I will drop. I am washed out.

to be washed up
to be sunk, finished, all over, kaput, done for, cooked
In this town, he no longer has any creditability ; he is
washed up.
to be wasted
to be inebriated, drunk, intoxicated, gone
He is wasted. Let’s take him home.
to be watered down
to be altered, diluted, mixed or modified
This drink is watered down.
to be water off a duck’s back
to be that advice, remarks or insults have little
or no effect
What you said to her was water off a duck’s back.
She did what she wanted to do.
to be water under the bridge
to be the past, be history, or be finished and no longer relevant
What happened last year is now water under the bridge.
to be way too early
‘way’ is this context is ‘very’ or ‘much too’
to be very much too soon, to not be anywhere near the time
I do believe that it is way too early for me to get involved with someone.

My husband’s just died.

to be way too high
‘way’ in this context means too, extremely, exorbitantly or unreasonably
‘high’ in this context means expensive, high priced or costly
This is way too high for my taste.
to be weak in the head
to be feeble-minded, not very intelligent or smart
He is weak in the head; therefore, he is not responsible
for his actions.
to be weak hearted
to be unmanly, white-livered, without backbone
He is too weak hearted to do anything.
to be weak-kneed
to be weak, lily-livered, mealy-mouthed, timorous or meek
Why are you so weak-kneed?
to be weak-minded
to be weak in the head, deficient or subnormal
to be weasel-worded
to be a wimp, be a weakling, be weak or
noncommittal, to be a wimp
She is weasel-worded.
to be welcomed back into the fold
to be allowed to rejoin the group
Although he had been gone for many years, he was welcomed
back to the fold.

to be well-endowed
to be voluptuous, full-bosomed or large breasted
By the way that she walks, it is obvious that she knows that
she know that is well-endowed.
to be well-fed
to be fleshy, full body, ample or fattish
There is no doubt that he is well-fed.
to be well-heeled
to be wealthy, rich or prosperous
They are well heeled.
to be well into
to be far along in something
I was well into my speech when they
started protesting.
to be well-off
to be affluent, wealthy or rich
As a result of his new job, he is quite well off.
to be well out of
to be far outside of or removed from
We were well out of the city before I
realized where we were.
to be well-to-do
to be wealthy, rich or well-heeled
I don’t know if he is rich but I would say that
he is well-to-do.

to be well-thought-of
to be a person of substance, note or greatness
In the world of business, she is well-thought-of.
to be wet behind the ears
to be naive, innocent, unsophisticated,
unsuspecting or trusting
They saw him coming; he's so wet behind the ears.
to be wet to the bones
to be very wet or soaked
I got caught in the rain so, by the time I got home,
was wet to the bones.
to be wet to the skin
to be soaked to the bone, be soak and wet,
be drenched, or soaked through
He got caught in the rain and was wet to the skin.
to be what is called for
to be exactly what one needs, be what is
required or just what the doctor ordered
You being here with me is just what the
doctor order.
to be whimsical
to be capricious, unreasoning or inconsistent
He is whimsical; therefore, be careful with him.
to be white-livered (slang)
to be timorous, spineless, weak-kneed, chicken-bellied

Don't be so white-livered.
to be wholehearted
1.
to be heartfelt, hearty, warm-hearted, open, or unreserved
Believe me. His support is wholehearted.
2.

to be earnest, fervent, or devoted

to be whole hog
to be totally, completely, absolutely or utterly
He is whole hog; there is no stopping him.
to be wiggly
to be flimsy, to be about to fall or come down, to be rickety
This building is wiggly. It won’t stand even a mild storm.
to be wicked
to be great, fantastic, outstanding or very cool
Those are some wicked pants. Where did you
buy them?
to be wide-awake
to be observant, lucid or attentive
He is wide-awake and knows what he is doing.
to be wide-eyed
1.
to be eager, anxious, anticipatory, or breathless
2.

to be wonder struck, awe-struck, or agape

to be wide-eyed
to be innocent, surprise, amazed or astounded

She is all wide-eyed innocence.
to be window-rattling
to be resounding, thundering, blaring, reverberant
or piercing
All this noise is window-rattling.
to be windy
to be insubstantial, empty or meaningless
He is windy, full of bluff.
to be wiped out
to be ready to drop, exhausted or extremely tired
I worked so much last night that when I finish,
I was wiped out.
to be wired
to be nervous, tense, jumpy, itching, worked up
As a result of not sleeping, I am wired.
to be wise
to be perceptive or discerning
He is one of the wisest men that I have ever known.
to be wise beyond one's years
(said to a young person who is especially
perceptive or discerning)
That young man is wise beyond his years.
to be wise to
to be privy to normally inaccessible information, to be in the know
I am wise to all her moods so don’t worry.

to be wishy-washy
to be indecisive or weak, have no backbone
You are wishy-washy. Make a decision and stick to it.
to be with
to be the problem with (usually in a question)
What is with the new hairstyle?
to be with all one's heart
seriously, really, seriously, or truly
It is with all my heart, I am sorry.
to be with one’s foot in the grave
to be dying, to be moribund, to be on one’s deathbed
to be with one's heart in one's boots
1.
to be greatly depressed, dispirited or crestfallen
2.

to be alarmed or disquieted, have trepidation

to be with one's heart in one's mouth
to be fearful or apprehensive
When I entered the house, it was with her
heart in her mouth.
to be within a hair's breath
to be almost, within seconds, very small space
and distance
He was within a hair's breath of being put
to death.
to be within a stone's throw

to be almost, just about, or not quite succeed
I was within a stone's throw of having it all.
to be within an ace of
to be within a hair of, to be very close to, to be pretty near
He was within an ace of starving to death.
to be within earshot
to not be out of range of being overheard
Do you know that you're still within
earshot of the microphone.
to be within one's grasp
to be within one's reach
My understanding of French is within
my grasp.
to be within one's right
to act legally in one's own interest
It is within my right to have a lawyer present.
to be without
to not have, not have present
I am never without my address book.
to be without a backbone
to be spineless, weak or not courageous
He will not help you; he is without a backbone.
to be without a hitch
to be without any problem, to go smoothly or steadily
No problems at all, it was without a hitch.

to be without a shadow of a doubt
to have no doubt, not be without any doubt or ambiguity
He is without a shadow of a doubt the rightful leader.
to be without bias
to be without prejudice, be neutral or treat fairly
Although she has her faults, this book is without bias.
to be wobbling
to be unsteady, shaky, swaying or tottering
When I got off the boat, I was wobbling. I thought that
I was going to fall.
to be wobbly
to be unsteady, shaky, swaying or tottering
When I got off the boat, I was wobbly. I thought that
I was going to fall.
to be womanish
to be weak, unmanly, effeminate, meek
To be womanish is to be considered a weak man.
to be wonder struck
to be astounded, astonished, amazed, or startled
All I can is that I was wonder struck.
to be wooden-headed
to be a person who is dull, dull-witted,
slow, or slow-witted
He is a wooden head idiot who does not understand
anything.

to be woozy
to feel light-headed or faint
Because I haven’t eaten all day, I am woozy.
(to be) word of mouth
to pass information informally through oral communication, to spread
information orally or one person at a time
Word of mouth is the best of advertisement.
to be worldly
worldly-minded, materialistic
to be worldly-wise
to be sophisticated or urbane
to be worm-like
to be a person who is groveling, subservient, stooping
or cringing
She is so worm-like that I have lost all respect for her.
to be worn-out
to be spent, spent, exhausted
I have never been so tired; I'm worn-out.
to be wonga (British English)
to be money
to be wonky
1.
to be askew, crooked or not straight
2.

to be unsteady, to be about to fall, fall down or topple

3.

to not work well, to be always breaking down, to be faulty

to be worth a few bob
to be worth a moderately large but unspecified amount
This painting is worth a few bob.
to bear a grudge
to have a resentment against, remain angry at, hate
Until the day that I die, I will bear a grudge.
to be worth big bickies (Australian and New Zealand English)
to be worth a large sum or amount of money

to bear down on
1.
to approach another vessel from windward
The boat is bearing down on the lead.
2.

to approach, advance upon or zero in on from afar, draw near
He bore down on me so quickly that I was taken by surprise.

3.

to coerce, compel, burden, obligate
Dictators always bear down on their population to pay more taxes.

to bear fruit
to yield, give or produce results
It took time but all that work bore fruit.
to bear in mind
to keep in mind, remember, not forget
You must always bear in mind that the sky is the limit.

to bear likeness to
to resemble, look like, bear resemblance to, take after,
favor
He does bear likeness to my father.
to bear one's cross
to deal, carry, endure one's burden or difficulties
It is not always easy to bear my cross and smile.
to bear out
to support, verify, affirm, confirm, establish, endorse, attest, prove
I can bear out what he says. His analysis is correct.
to bear resemblance to
to look like, be similar to, be like , bear likeness to, seem like
It's amazing how much he bears resemblance to his father.
to bear the brunt of
to suffer, bear, endure or go through the worst part, reap the whirlwind,
stand the gaff, take it on the chin
Unfortunately, she bore the brunt of the problem.
to bear up
to abide, endure, face, weather, stand, support, withstand or brook
hardship
He bears up well. I don't know how he does it.
to bear up against
to withstand, stand, take or endure
She was able to bear up against their jeers or boos.
to bear up under
to hold up against, sustain, endure, resist, take,

sustain the weight of
I can bear up under whatever comes. I'm strong.
to bear upon
to concern, be relevant to, apply, pertain or refer to
How does this information bear upon the case.
to bear with
to weather, tolerate, be patient with, suffer, endure,
support, stay with, brook
Bear with me here. Everything will soon be clear.
to bear watching
to stand, endure, abide, support, brook, withstand, swallow or tolerate
watching
I can't bear watching him continue failing.
to beard the lion in his den
to meet courageously, challenge, confront, stand up to
It is not very wise to beard the lion in his den.
to beat a dead horse
to continue fighting or arguing even after the battle is over
I agree. You can now stop beating a dead horse.
to beat a dead horse
to try to do what is seen as impossible, to beat one’s head
against the wall
You are only beating a dead horse. You can’t go. The answer
is no.
to beat a hasty retreat

to leave, depart or go quickly
After he held up the man, he beat a hasty retreat.
to beat a path to
to eager or interested in the product or service which is being offered
I have never had men beating a path to my door.
to beat about
to look everywhere, to search through, to scour, to rummage
What are you beat about to find. There’s nothing here.
to beat about the bush
to avoid coming to the point, to talk around the meat or
crux of the matter
I do wish that you would stop beating about the bush and
tell me what is the problem.
to beat all
to outrival, surpass, run circles around or excel
Her behavior beats all.
to beat around the bush
to not get to the nitty-gritty, to talk around the meat or
crux of the matter
I do wish that you would stop beating around the bush and
tell me what is the problem.
to beat back
to force or compel back, to require to retreat, to repel
We were able to beat back the enemy for now.
to beat down

1.

to defeat, to take the fight, starch, spunk or heart out of
Despite trying to beating down the population, there were
people who kept fighting.

2.

to break through, topple, cave in, topple down
If you keep hitting, you're going to beat the door down.

3.

to squash, to crush, to wipe the floor with

to beat off
to ward off, to repulse, to drive away or back
It had not been easy but my men were able to beat
off the enemy.
to beat one
to leave perplexed, confused or in a state of confusion
It beats me why, after living in the U.S. for so
many years, he does not speak English.
to beat one at
to surpass, excel, the get the better or best of, outdo
Whatever he does, he beats me at it.
to beat one’s head against the wall
to try to do what is seen as impossible
You are only beating your head against the wall. You
can’t go. The answer is no.
to beat the bushes
to search, to look for, to try to find out about

He is always beating the bushes for a new
and interesting story.
to beat the clock
to do before the due date
He's always beating the clock; therefore, you have
no complaint.
to beat the hell out of
to physically beat badly, beat the living daylight out of
They beat the hell out of him.
to beat the living daylight out of
to physically beat badly, beat the hell of
They beat the living daylights out of him.
to beat the meat
(male) to masturbate
to beat the monkey
(male) to masturbate
to beat the pants off of
to easily defeat, win without any difficulty
This time the Green Party beat the pants off
of his opponent.
to beat the rap
to escape conviction of a crime
He beat the rap by using intimidation and threats.
to beat the shit out of

to beat up badly, to give a thorough beat down
He beat the shit out of his opponent.
to beat the shocks off
to be a lopsided defeat, to win against someone easily
My school beat the shocks off of our rival.
to beat the stuffings out of
to beat up badly, to give a thorough beat down
He beat the stuffings out of his opponent.
to beat the tar out of
to physically beat badly, beat the hell or the stuffing out of
They beat the tar out of him.
to beat to a pulp
to hit, pound or batter one to the point of almost death,
beat up badly and until one is bloody
In the movie they beat the character to a pulp. He
eventually died.
to beat to the punch
to get to somewhere before another, arrive first
Even though I did everything possible to get to the
police first, he beat me to the punch.
to beat to the punch line
to say, before the person who is telling the joke, the
last line of a joke
He is always beating me to the punch line.
to beat up

to physically subdue, to the point of severe injury
The gangsters beat him up.
to beat up on
to hit, physically abuse
He's always beating up on his little brother.
to beat the system
to exploit and win against the system
His whole goal in life was to beat the system.
to beat up
to physically subdue or dominant
The gangsters beat up the rival gang.
Beats me.
I don’t know.
to become hooked
to become addicted or dependent on drugs or alcohol
I became hooked when I was a kid.
to beef
to complain, to gripe, to grouse, to moan and groan
I do wish that you would stop beefing so much.
to believe one’s own press
to believe all the good and fantastic things that is being said
by one in the newspaper, magazines or on the television (many
times the stories are placed there by one’s own agent)
The moment that you begin to believe your own press,
you’re in trouble.

to believe one’s own press clips
to believe all the good and fantastic things that is being said
by one in the newspaper or magazines (many times the stories
are placed there by one’s own agent)
The moment that you begin to believe your own press clips,
you’re in trouble.
Believe you me!
Believe what I’m telling you! Believe me!
Believe you me! He won’t be coming back here.
to bend over backwards (to)
to do the impossible, to go beyond what is expected
in order to accomplish a task
I no longer care what you do. I had bent over backward
to help you.
to bet one dollars to doughnuts
used to emphasize one’s certainty about something
I’ll bet you dollars to doughnuts that the courts will
not support your claim.
to bet one’s bottom dollar
to show one’s unconditional belief in something or someone
I bet my bottom dollar that he won’t show up.
to big note oneself (Australian and New Zealand English)
to make oneself seem more important or powerful
than one really is
She big note herself at every opportunity she has.
to bilk someone out of

to cheat, to swindle, to victimize
He bilked me out of thousands of dollars.
to birl (Scottish English)
to spin, to whirl
He grabbed hold of her and birled her around.
to birl (Scottish English)
to gamble, to bet, to make a bet
He wasted his money birling and drinking.
to bite the dust
to die
to bite the hand that feeds you
to repay kindness with betrayal, bad faith, treachery or disloyalty
I wouldn’t help her. She is the type of person
who will bite the hand that feeds her.
to bleed white
to extort, squeeze or forced to pay a great deal
of money, (country) to drain completely of resources
The gangsters will bleed the merchants white.
to blow one’s mind
to astound, to surprise, to leave dumbfounded or speechless
or without words
It blew my mind how he was able to earn so much money.

to blow one’s stack
to get very angry, to become furious or enraged

When she found out the truth, she blew her stack.
to blow one’s top
to get very angry, to become furious or enraged
When she found out the truth, she blew her top.
to blow out of proportion
to distort or exaggerate, make larger than what
it really is
They blew out of proportion what happened in the
football game.
to blow out of the water
to destroy or disable totally
The election blew his opponent out of the water.
to blow the lid off of
to expose a crime in progress, bring into public a secret,
and probably, illegal activity
You should be congratulated for blowing the lid off of the
whole affaire.
to blow the whistle on
to expose illegal or immoral behavior to the authorities,
blow the lid off of
He blew the whistle on the scandal at the transnational
company.
to blow up
1.
to overstate, overdo, bloat, make bigger
He blew up everyone’s positions.
2.

to explode, become furious, lose one’s temper

She has no self control; she’s always blowing up.
to blow up in one’s face
to revert, rebound, ricochet, recoil, return, reverse
I tried to sabotage her but it blew up in my face.
to blubber
to cry, shed tears, sob, weep
Please stop blubbering. I can’t stand it when you cry.
to blue one’s money (British English)
to waste or spend recklessly one’s money
Every Friday, John blues his money on women and drink.
to blue pencil
to censor, amend, edit
Before this book leaves my office, it has to be blue penciled.
to blurt out
to blab, reveal or divulge information which was
supposed to remain secret
She blurted out everything. Expect a phone call or visit
from the police.
to bob and weave
to move one’s body quickly up and down and side to side
As a fighter you have to be always bobbing and weaving.
to be bob one’s hair
(woman) to cut one’s hair very short
Have you seen Jane’s new hair style. She bobbed her hair.

to bob one’s head
to move one’s head up and down
She was bobbing her head in the pool.
to boggle the mind
to blows one’s mind, disconcert, astound,
dumbfound
I will never under him; he boggles the mind.
to boil down
to reduce down to its essence, strip away
the excess
Once you boil down the argument, you’re
wrong.
to bollix something up (British English)
to mess something up, to bungle
to bollock (British English)
to chastise, reprimand or dress down, to give someone
the words, to lay into

to bomb
to fail, go wrong, flounder, flop, fall through
The project bombed so the company
withdrew its offer.
to bone up on
to study a subject intensively in preparation for something
If I am going to pass this chemistry exam, I have to
bone up on my notes.

to bonk
to hit, to knock
He bonked his head on the wall.
to bonk (British English)
to have sex
to boo-hoo
to shed tears, cry, bawl, weep
Every time something happens, she is boo-hooing.
to book
to reserve, put aside
They booked a hotel room.
to boomerang
to be a backlash, reversal, turn around, or
an about-face
His argument boomeranged and caused him to
lose the election.
to boot someone out
to oust, to force to leave, to eject, to dismiss
The director booted me out of his office.
to bootlick
to bow before, to grovel, to crawl or creep before
Why are you always bootlicking? Stand up and
be a man.
to bore one to death

to tax one’s patience, bore stiff or bore one to tears with
one’s conversation
Please get me out of here; he’s boring me to death.
to botch up
to mess up, bungle, spoil, screw up
You botched up my wedding plans.
to bottle up
to circumscribe, restrict, pen or hem in, cage, confine
You can not bottle up your emotion forever.
to bottom out
to reach the lowest level, not be able to go down farther
He will not stop gambling until he bottoms out.
to bounce
to eject, expel, throw out, oust, get rid of, force to leave
This company bounces people on a daily basis.
to box in
to pen or hem in, confine, restrict, constrict, pen, cage
I had no choice; I felt boxed in.
to box clever (British English)
to act in an astute or clever manner to get what one needs
or wants
to box sheep up (Australian and New Zealand English)
to put sheep of different flocks together
to box someone ears
to chastise or reprimand someone (usually a child)

to bow and scrape
to bend or bend before, bow or stoop down to
If you bow and scrap to get what you want, you lose
the respect of your children.
to bowl over
to shock, flabbergast, knocked over, boggle
His explanation bowled me over.
to brag
to crow, boast, blow one’s own trumpet
He is always bragging about how fantastic his life is.
to branch out
to expand or extend (a business or an organization)
I am glad that our business is finally able
to branch out.
to brave it out
to bear, endure, tough it out, hold out against, take
it on the chin, weather, stick it out, sweat it out
If you are able to brave it out you can win.
Break a leg!
(theatrical slang/ said just before going out to do a performance)
Good luck!
to break a strike
to stop or destroy a work stoppage
They did everything possible to break the strike.

to break down
to stop functioning, no longer work
to break eye contact
to look down, no longer have eye contact, lower one’s head,
look at one’s feet
Once she looked at him, she quickly broke eye contact.
to break even
to neither gain or lose
I guess business was not too bad; I broke even.
to break in
1.
to interrupt, barge in, enter (i.e. a conversation)
It is very rude to break in to another’s conversation.
2.

to show the rope, train, teach
When I first came here, I was such a novice.
My boss broke me in.

3.

to get used to, wear in
Once I broke in my leather shoes, they feel
so good.

4.

to rob, enter one’s house illegally, burglarize
Those kids broke in my house last week.

to break into a cold sweat
to panic, become alarm, feel fear
When I saw the teacher walked into the room with the
exam paper, I broke into a cold sweat.

to break into laughter
to start laughing hard or hysterically, laugh hard
The minute that he opened his mouth, I broke
out into laughter.
to break someone’s back
to cause some to fail, to destroy, to defeat, to break down,
to bring to one’s knees
Despite all of his effort to break my back, he was unable to do so.
to break the ice
to do something to make someone one has just met feel
more comfortable
When he told the horrible joke, he broke the ice.
to break the spell
to disenchant, burst one’s bubble, snap one out of it
When she caught him in a lie that broke the spell.
to break the ties
to sever the ties, unbind, unfetter, throw off, uncouple,
disconnect
Why are you holding on? You must break the ties.
to break up
to no longer be a couple, leave one another, separate
We got a divorce immediately after breaking up.
to breathe new life into
to regenerate, rejuvenate, renew, resuscitate, stir one’s blood
It is not easy to breathe new life into a marriage.

to breathe one’s last
to give up the ghost, die, pass on
She breathed her last breath last night.
to breed like rabbits
to have a lot of children
She pregnant again? She breeds like rabbits.
to bring a spring in one’s step
to make content, happy or pleased, give pleasure to
His presence has brought a spring in her step.
to bring home the bacon
to earn money to take care of one’s family
When I was a little child, I was responsible to
bring home the bacon.
to bring it on oneself
to be responsible for one’s own condition or situation
It is not true that as a result her clothing she
brought the rape on herself.
to bring one back to life
to make feel like brand new, breathe new life into, regenerate,
rejuvenate, renew, resuscitate, revive
He has brought her back to life.
to bring one down a peg or two
to humble, humiliate, chasten, bring
down, make eat humble pie or crow
He needs to bring this student down a peg or two.

to bring out into the open
to reveal, divulge, disclose, let be known
I don’t know why she brought out into the open
what happened to her as a child.
to bring someone to one’s senses
to finally convince someone to behave sensibly, rationally
or less foolishly
Tell me something. How were able to bring her
to her senses.
to bring someone to the book (British English)
to obligate someone to take responsibility or answer for their behavior
to bring something to a head
to bring to a climax, peak, point, acme or zenith
You are going to have to bring this to a head.
to bring tears to one’s eyes
to make one cry, have one’s eyes to fill up with tears,
cause tears to come to one’s eyes
His words were so harsh that they brought tears to my eyes.
to bring to a head
to bring to a peak or climax
You have to bring all this to a head so that everything
is out in the open.
to bring to a standstill
to stop the flow of , interrupt the motion or function of
The protest brought the meeting to a standstill.

to bring to an end
to conclude, clinch, terminate, close
He brought it all to an end.
to bring to light
to unearth, discover, find out, uncover, bring
into the open, disinter
We have to bring everything to light.
to bring to mind
to return to thoughts to the past, review,
recall, recollect
Being with you again, brings so many memories
to mind.
to bristle up
to get one’s dander up, get one’s back up, let one’s anger rise, get
one’s blood or back up
I knew that she was very angry when she bristled up.
to brood over
to ponder, weigh, consider, ruminate, muse over, brood
over, contemplate, mull over
I recognize that expression on your face. What are you
brooding over now?
to brook
to have to take, to swallow, to stomach, to endure
It was not easy to brook his words.
to brow beat
to abuse, intimidate, overawe, coerce, treat badly, batter,
subdue, domineer ,terrify

He browed beat the crowd
to brown bag it
1.
to bring one's own alcohol to a club
Many clubs will not allow patrons to
brown bag it.
2.

to bring one's own lunch to work
So that I know exactly what I consume for lunch,
I brown bag it.

to brown nose
to grovel, to fawn over, to shine up to
He will do anything, even brown nose, to get what he wants.
to brush aside
to ignore, rebuff, dismiss
She brushed aside all my criticisms and did what
she wanted to.
to brush by
to squeeze or squeak by, only make it, make it by the skin
of one’s teeth, barely succeed, almost fail
I have to do better because last semester I only brush by.
to brush off
to ignore, rebuff, cold shoulder, dismiss
He thinks that he can brush off my question;
he’s wrong.
to brush up on
to study or review before an exam

I can’t go out tonight; I’ve got to brush up on
my notes.
to buck up one’s idea (British English)
to put one’s nose to the grind stone, to clean up one’s act
to become more serious and hard-working
to buck someone up
to buck up
to buckle down
to get down to, concentrate, get started
It time that you buckle down and get to work. If
you don’t, you will fail.
to buffalo
to cower, intimidate, make afraid or subdue
I want permit him to buffalo me. I will take the time
to make up my mind.
to bug
1.
to install a secret listening device in someone's
phone or house
I have always been scared that they have bugged
my house.
2.

to bother, pester, annoy, irritate
I wish that you would stop bugging me.

to build a nest egg
to lay away, stockpile, save, put away
All my life I have built a nest egg and, now, it is

all destroyed.
to build castles in the sky
to be unrealistic, a pipe dream or an illusion
You need to be realistic and stop building castles
in the sky.
to build up
to develop and increase (i.e. experience)
Don’t worry. All you have to build up enough experience.
to build up hype*
to get people excited or psyched about something
to bulldoze
to intimidate, browbeat, cow, threaten
How dare you come in here and try to bulldoze us. We will
not be pushed around.
to bullock (Australian and New Zealand English)
to labor or work tirelessly and hard, to keep one’s nose
to grindstone, to work twenty-four/seven
to bullshit (British English)
to talk a lot of trash or rubbish, to lie or to talk nonsense
in order to deceive
You’re bullshitting!
to bully
to intimidate, cow, buffalo, terrify or make afraid
He is a bully and is always bullying everyone.
to bum off of
1.
to hit, hit up, mooch, live or bum off of

He is always bumming off of everyone.
2.

to borrow, ask for
Can I bum a cigarette off of you.

to bungle
to mess up, stumble, trip, not turn out well,
turn out badly
He is always bungling everything.
to bunk (British English)
to cut, to be abscond from, to be absent from
He bunked his math class.
to bunk off (British English)
to not go to school or work for a day, to be truant
to bunker (British English)
to cause difficulty or problems for
to burn a hole in one’s pocket
to make one very keen, anxious, eager or
greatly desirous of
That money was burning a hole in her pocket.
She could not wait to spend it.
to burn for
to desire, yearn, wish or ache for
It is obvious that she is burning for him.
to burn off
to dissipate, vaporize, melt away, evaporate

This fog will burn off by late morning.
to burn all of one’s bridges
to destroy all of one’s opportunity to go back or
return to a prior situation or job
The way that I left I burnt all my bridges. I can
never go back to that job.
to burn one’s fingers
to play with fire, hurt oneself by not minding one’s own
business, hurt oneself
You burnt your fingers because you do not know how
to mind your own business.
to burn past
to go very fast, be speeding
He burned past me so quickly that I did
not get the number of his license plate.
to burn the candle at both ends
to labor, work or toil hard
Because he needs to support his entire family,
he is burning the candle at both ends.
to burn the midnight oil
to study until late into the night, read or
write until the early hours of the morning
When I was in law school, I always had to
burn the midnight oil.
to burn to the ground
to destroy totally and completely, leave no trace of
He thought that he had burned the house to

the ground, he would destroy all evidence.
to burn up the road
to go very fast, to speed, to race like the wind
He was one of the most famous street racers in L.A. He would
burn up the road.
to burn with (one’s face)
to show that one has been humiliated or shamed by
flushing, blushing or turning red
Her face burnt with shame as result of being insulted.
to burn with a low blue flame
to be furious, angry or irate
It is unusual to see her burn with a low blue flame.

to burn with curiosity
to be very curious, be consumed or eaten up
by curiosity
I haven’t seen him in a long time; therefore, I am
burning with curiosity to see how he has changed
to burst into tears
to cry, bawl, boohoo, shed tears, weep, sob, blubber
The moment that he heard the news, he burst into tears.
to burst one’s bubble
to disabuse, elucidate, undeceive, disillusion, enlighten
Can you imagine that when he burst my bubble, he
thought that he was doing me a favor?!
to bust a gut (British English)

to work very hard, to make a strenuous efforts, to try
very hard
I bust a gut to pass the exam but I still failed.
to bust loose
to successfully escape, flee or get out of confinement (i.e.
jail or prison)
He bust loose last night.
to bust one’s ass
to work hard, to keep one’s nose to the grind stone
I bust my ass to finish school. I have never work so hard.
to bust someone’s balls
to annoy, to pester, to bother, to tire or wear out
You’re busting my balls here. Please shut up.
to butt heads
to compete, fight, be in opposition to, confront, clash
We are always butting heads.
to butter someone up
to fawn over and flatter someone in order to get a favor
Why are you trying to butter me up? What do you want?
to buy
to believe or accept everything that one is being told
She is not the smartest person. She buys everything that he say.
to buy a pig in a poke
to buy, purchase, acquire or get the unknown
to marry someone that you do not know well is like
buying a pig in a poke.

to buy someone off
to bribe, pay off, corrupt, suborn
You are wasting your time; you can not buy
me off.
to buy the farm
to die

